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EDITORIAL ARTICLES.

THE BOWLER AND MOORE

GLAiMS.

Judging from the dismission in

the House a few days ago, and again
this morning, regarding the Bowler
and Moore claims, there appears to
be a determination on the part of

the Government to ignore those
claims. For what reason is not ap-

parent ; at least, not to the general
public. So far as we can gather
from the brief outlines of the news-

paper reports, no uilHcicnt justifica-

tion of the course adopted by the
Government has been presented.
The Minister of the Interior this
morning objected to the amount, as

recommended by the Judiciary Com-

mittee, being placed contingently
oil the Appropriation Bill, on the
ground that that act would sti cngth-c- n

the claims. If the claims arc for

work done according to contract,
by order of a former Government,
and this is our understanding of the
matter, no strengthening is required
in order to render them valid in the
judgment of a learned and just
judge. The Minister of 'Finance
could see no paiallel between these
claims and those of the English
claimants, and while ho consented
to the payment of the latter he ob-

jects to recognibc the former. There
is at least this analogy between the
two, and the Minister's vision can-

not be so clouded as not to see it,
that the local matter was as much
an obligation of the Government
of the day as the foreign matter,
and when the present Government
came into olllco it inherited the re-

sponsibility of both alike. There
was fairness and justice in the pio-positi-

to have the committee's re-

port printed and a day appointed for
its discussion, but neither one nor
the other in the course hastily
adopted. A discussion would prob-

ably have brought out the facts, and
justice would more likely have been
the result. July 31.

THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE FA

VOR PASSPORTS.

Three members of the Judiciary
Committee like passports. They
are averse to the abolition of the
passport system, which our neigh-

bor, San Francisco, looks upon with

scorn and derision, and which every
man educated in a free country re-

gards asaielic of barbarism and
despotism. The three members re-

commend the Legislature not to abol-

ish the passport system. Young
men are generally supposed to be

progressive, but the young men of

the Judiciary Committee aro not of

that class. They prefer holding on

to a custom which many years ago
was exploded in all free countries.

One of theso gentlemen said in
the House the other day, when a
certain ruling of the President was
under discusbion, something to the
effect that ho felt sure tho House
would support the Chair, because it
afforded an opportunity of "sitting
upon the Judiciary Committee,"
meaning, as we understood it, that
the Legislature took a pleasure in
making such an ignoble uso of that
important committee. Rather hard
on tho committee, and perhaps a

rather hard seat for the House. If
the committee is in the habit of
making buch recommendations as

the one aueut the passport system,
we cannot blame the House. It de-

serves to bo sat upon. And if the
House does not sit upou tho com- -

tee's recommendation until the life
is utterly and hopelessly crushed
out of it, the House deserves to be
sat upon by the people so effectu-

ally that it can never again essay
to legislate for a nation groaning
for freedom.

The three committeemen try to
make their recommendation appear
plausible, but in the attempt lloun-de- r

about like a whale in shallow

water. They find that the passpoi t
system "does not operate as a hard-

ship to any particular class of per-

sons, excepting those with dishonest
purposes." If only those with

"dishonest purposes" were required
to nroeure uassnorts in order to
leave the country, there would be
some tinth in the assertion. But
all persons and classes have to pro-

cure passports, which is a hardship
to all.

The honest man who pays his
debts and owes nobody anything,
before he can take a run over to the
Coast for business, pleasure, or

health, must first ask and obtain
permission of the Government. If
he inadvertently omits to do so, he
is liable to be seized by officers of
the law when the ship is leaving the
wharf and dragged ashore, while his

luggage proceeds on its journey
without molestation. If the honest
and g man wishes to send
his children over to the Coast to

school, he. must go to the Govern-
ment, procure permission, and pur-

chase a passport for each. Either
as icgards himself or his children,
this would probably not be felt as a
hardship by a man accustomed all
his life to Siberia ; but lo an Ame-

rican or Englishman, who has not
been in this country long enough to
forget his own, it is an annoying
hardship, repulsive to his nature
and his education.

As to the passport being a hard-

ship only to persons "with dishonest
purposes,'--' in truth, these are just
the individuals who evade the law,
and escape from the country with-

out permission. But honest men,
unavoidably in debt, and unable to
procure employment whereby they
might earn the means to liquidate
their liabilities, have been kept in
the country and made a burden to

others, by the operation of the pass-

poi t law, when opportunities of
making a living and the means to

pay their debts offered elsewhere.

LOOK FIRST TO THE PRESENT.

It seems to be generally regarded
as the proper thing for benevolent
associations to make permanent in-

vestment of funds in their charge,
devoting only tho interest thereof to
the relief of the needy. Several
local societies have investments of
thi3 kind the British Benevolent
Society, the Portuguese Charitable
Society, the Ilooululahui Society,
for instance.

It is a wise thing for any society
to do, when the society can afford

it; that is, when a society has suff-

icient funds for present needs and to
spare, it cannot do better probably
than make a permanent investment
of the surplus. But the investment
idea may be carried to extremes and
be overdone; that is, present re-

quirements may be neglected or
slighted, merely for tho sake of mak-

ing a permanent investment. This
is not true wisdom; it is foolibh- -

ness.
As a matter of fact, some loi-a- l

societies are guilty of committing
this foolishness. How many, we

know not. But recently was pub-

lished in tlio columns of this paper,
the financial statement of the Por-

tuguese Charitable Society, from
which it appeared that there were
nearly $2,000 invested, while it was
averred that iclicf to the needy had
been suspended, because there were
no available funds, The Ilooulu-
lahui Society also has an investment
of some SG,O0O, while the objects of
tho society are languishing.

A spendthrift who wastes his
meansregardless of tho future, and
ultimately reduces himself to pover-

ty, is guilty of no greater foolish-

ness than the charitable association
which places its funds in a bank or

I elsewhere for tho possible but un- -

certain benefit of generations un-

born, that may never be born, and
that may never be in need if ever
born, while the present generation is

suffering, starving, and dying from
want. True wisdom dictates atten-

tion to present needs, and not until
they are fully mot docs it indicate
provision for those to come. The
present is an open page; the futuie
is a sealed book. The present we

know, in part ; the future we know
nothing of. We know there are
among us destitute people who need
help ; whether there may be when
the inteicst on invested funds be-

comes available, we know not. Shall
those now in need be neglected for
the sake of the needy who may come
after them?

The Ilooululahui Society has been
collecting funds for years, and this
is about all it has done. Its pro-

fessed object is "the increase of the
nation" of the native race. But
what has it done towards this ob-

ject? Nothing that we can find,
except to collect money and invest
it. Probably the society's intention
is to use the interest of the invest-

ment when the investment becomes
large enough for the interest lo be
of service. But what is to become
of the nation in the meantime? In-

stead of increasing it is decreasing,
and for anything the Ilooululahui
Society has done or is doing, it is
likely to go on decreasing, and by
the time it is no more, the society
may be ready to do something.
Whereas, if instead of waiting for
interest, the society would wisclj'
use its SG,000, and trust to the
charitable disposition of the people
for more when that is gone, it might
accomplish something of its pro-

fessed object. A lying-i- n hospital,
for instance, would be a proper in-

vestment. The life of many a young
Hawaiian mother and that of her
offspring might be preserved by
such an institution.

DAHGER AHEAD !

' 'Whom the gods destroy they first
make mad,"" said the ancients. Tho
wisdom of the saying makes us fear-

ful that the present Legislature is
approaching its doom. Certainly
its action on the 2d inst. upon the
divorce question is evidence that
our wiseacres know nothing of the
history of social morals. Arc they
seriously willing to throw down the
restraints of decency in increasing
the facility of divorce? Are they
working for the golden age of Jean
Jacques Rosscau when "Wild in
woods the savage ran, cro arts and
manners first corrupted man?"

Has the "bad-hearte- d man of ge-

nius" got in among them with his
doctrine of the "original rights of
man," that they are willing to drive
this wedge into tho already splitting
seams of the social fabric? Simple
amazement at the fatal blindness
of their inconsistency makes right-thinki-

men cast about for some
excuse for these gentlemen who are
posing as reforming patriots. Can
it be that any Benedicts among our
legislators are unhappy in their ma
rital relations and see possible relief
from the conjugal yoke in a year's
desertion by cither party of the
other? Can it be that the young and
festive bachelors see danger in the
way and desire to mitigate their
prospective misery of "marrying in
haste and lcpentingat leisure?" Do

these wise men of Hawaii pioposc
to add to the attractions of the Pa-

radise of tho Pacific by making it a
retreat for tho foolish victim of un-

happy wedlock, who shall Hock to

the balmy shores "Where every
prospect pleases, and only man is

" objectionable, to spend

their monoy on the Divorce Court
and lawyers' fees.

Ah ! now, wo begin to Binell a

iai go-siz- lodent. Tho lawyers
foisooth will make money when

many shall coino from the East and
tho West, the North and tho South,
and having sauntered by tho gently
curving Thurston Boulevard to tho
top of Punchbowl hill, tho victims
of domestic strife will look down
complacently upon the city of refuge
where divorces are easy.

It is amazing,too, that the present

legislature should be nctivo in pro-

moting measures for the welfare of
the native Hawaiian race, and for its
protection from the blighting influ-

ence of the houles of Chinamen who
bring no women from the flowery
realms, and then should have al-

ready passed the second reading of
a bill which if it becomes a law will
promote licentiousness and make
the Hawaiian women the chief suf-

ferers in the unequal strife. It is
monumental stupidity to, concoct

mcasuies favoring immigration and
colonization (which mean nothing
if they do not result in the forma-

tion of homes in which marriage has
its due protection), and let in the
'tyrannous liberty of a rude time in
the freedom of divorce.

Wake up members of the Legisla-

ture! Get your minds off four-fe- et

fences, giant powder, petty salaries
and the fishes of the sea. Get down
below your bridges and roads to the
very foundations of social order,and
studj' the history and philosophy of
divorce, before you glibly vote on a
question which has taxed the re-

sources of the greatest minds.
The wisest of men have agreed

that marriage is a divinely created
institution and that social misery
follows when it has lost its hold on
the reverence of the social order.

SECRET VOTING.

Whatever may be said for or
against the Election Bill as a whole,
(not having caiefully examined the
measure we are not prepared to
offer an opinion) we endorse hearti-

ly its aim to secure secrecy of vot-

ing. We believe in stiict and in-

violable secrecy of the ballot at
elections, because we believe it is
the only .sine method of securing
an independent vote. An elector
who is in any way dependent on
somebody else is just as likely to be
influenced by the other person's
wishes as his own honest convictions,
when he knows that it may be
known how he votes. Voting by
ballot at elections, in this country
has been all a sham, so far as its
ostensible secrecy is concerned ;

and we need not go fai ther back
than the last elections in Honolulu
to find persons voting against their
convictions, because they were

afraid of its being known and used
against them if they had followed
their own inclination. This is not
a desirable state. Every elector
bhould be placed by law in a posi-

tion where he can record his vote
in accordance pith his wish, withuot
the fear of his independence being
used against him. A strictly seciet
ballot is the only way to securo this
end. Therefore, we vote for aboli-

tion of the old sham, and the adop-

tion of a system of real secrecy.

FINDS ANAPPROPRiATE APPLI-

CATION.

A good many years ago, shortly
after the assassination of President
Lincoln, tho writer remembers to
have been present at tho opening
ceremonies of a. public hall, in the
capital city of a British colony.
Among the toasts was that of "Pre-
sident Johnson, Presidont of tha
United States of America," This
toast was responded to by Rev. W.
Taylor, one of the pioneer preachers
of California after tho gold discovery,
and a preacher and writer of wide
reputation. Mr. Taylor remarked
in tho course of his very humoious
speech: "As an American, born of
American parents, and brought up
in America, I assure you, gentlemen,
that the American people are truly
friendly to Great Britain. I have
traveled through nearly every State
of the Union, and I have heaid none

but kind words of the country from
which wg sprang, except from a few

rabid extremists, who try to .show

their extraordinary loyalty to Amer-

ica by talking against England,"
Tho conclud nr sentence of the

foregoing, with a littlo variation,
finds an appropriate application
in this country. Thus: "Some per-

sons try to show tho extraoidinary
purity, excellence, and faultlcBsness
of the 'reform movement,' by per-

petually decrying and abusing every- -

i body awl everything which preceded

it." 'Legislative speeches, rcpoits
of Legislative committees, and news-

paper articles teem with inuendocs
of the utter badness of the old state
of things, in order to impress upon the
community the illawlcss perfection
of everything flaunted before peo-

ple's eyes under the name of "re-
form."

The thoughtless may toss their
hats into the air, and shout them-

selves hoarse at tho sound of this
shallow political clap-tra- p; but
thinking people shiug their shoul-

ders, and refuse to be convinced by
such empty balderdash. The old
state of things was, in truth, bad
enough, too bad ; but it was not all
bad. The new order is better, de-

cidedly better in various lespects;
but it is not all better. Nor is it
improved by these injudicious tactics
of those light-weig- ht politicians.

Gentlemen, suffer a simple word
of advice from an obscure looker-o- n

in this city of Bunkumpore. In-

stead of vainly attempting to show
the extraordinary goodness of every-

thing that is, by reviling as extra-
ordinarily bad everything that was,
just look at things as they are
squarely in the face, and where you
find by common-sens- e observation
that they are ciookcd, honestly en-

deavor to straighten them. Never
mind the past. You cannot change
it. Whether bad or good, it is bad
or good forever. Y- ur perpetual
and derisive allusions to it engender
bad blood, without any compensat-
ing good. Look to the present and
the future. You can affect these.
Search out flaws, for the purpose of
mending them. Don't try to cover
up deformities, and pretend they do
not exist. The more you cover
them, the greater and the quicker
they will grow, the cover serving the
purpose of a hothouse. Talk a little
lessrefoim, and honestly endeavor
to produce a little more of the real
thingr.

AN EXTREME REQUIREMENT.
A bill "relating to the street rail-

way in Honolulu," now under con-

sideration in the Legislature, re-

quires the railway people to main-

tain, at their own expense, "the
surface of the street or bridge flush
with the rail surface of their road,
both between the rails thereof, and
for a distance of nof less than two
feet on the outside of such rails."
This "two feet" requisition seems
extreme. That the company should
be required to keep the load in good
order between the rails and imme-

diately adjoining the rails on the
outside is reasonable and right, but
to compel them to do so for a dis-

tance of two feet beyond tho rails
on each side, is bcj'ond reason.
Such exorbitant conditions have a
strong tendency to discourage enter-
prise. If the measure is to be pass-

ed without any amendment to the
section quoted from, it had better
be named "An Act to kill tho street
railway in Honolulu."

FINANCF COMMITTEE EPORT.

The Legislative Committee on
Finance have at length made their
full report to the Legislature. It is
a document of 22 printed pages.
This result is undoubtedly the pro-

duct of a large amount of patient
work, by which work the committee
have earned the thanks of the coun-

try. The icpoit censures some
things mostly belonging to the past

and commends some things--
mainly appei tabling to the present.
This may be regarded as satisfac-
tory, as showing tho improvement
effected ; but probably some "mal-

contents" will still think that the
past could have been mado to appear
in a brighter light, and that daikcr
shades could have been thrown upon
the picscnt. The committee's report
wisely differs from the Finance

tho way of accounting
for the amount realized from the Pos-

tal Savings Bank, The Minister
improperly enters it as a "revenue,"
whei eas the committee properly re-

gards it as a "publio debt."
There is one feature of tho report

which might have been omitted with
out detracting from its clearness or
its completeness. Lists of iiguiea

arc reproduced fiom the printed
Ministerial reports, for no other ap-

parent reason than to testify at the
foot that they were found to be cor-

rect or otherwise, as the case might
be. This is one way of making a
lengthy report, and furnishing mat-

ter to the printer, but what other
purpose is seivcd is not easy to dis-

cover. The committee were not re-

quired nor expected lo reproduce
the accounts of the various depart-
ments of Government, but to ex-

amine them and ascertain if they
were correct, and report the result.

UNKNOWN.

The mortuary report for the
month of July shows a total of 38

deaths for tho district of Honolulu.
The causes of death are specified in
30 cases ; the remaining 8, or a trifle
over one-fift- h of the whole, aie put
down as "unknown." This is a
startling admission, and one that
should not be possible to be made.
Just think, one-fift- h of the persons
who have passed from life in this
city during the past month, have
been committed to the earth without
its being known what caused the
termination of their earthly exis-

tence. Here is room for all kinds
of conjectures. The burial certifi-

cate in eacli case should have shown
the cause of death, and in all cases
where the cause was unknown the
certificate should have been with-

held until pioper investigation had
been made and the cause ascer-

tained if possible. No elucidation
is needed to show what an open door
is left for foul practices where such
laxity exists as that indicated by a
return like this "8 deaths, cause
unknown." It is about time that
some "reform" was inauguiatcd
right here. This condition of things
has gone on fiom year to year, and
has lasted far too long.

WISH TO RESIGN.

In the Legislature this morning,
Noble Hitchcock asked to be allowed
to withdraw from the Judiciary Com-

mittee, on the ground that the com-

mittee held meetings and prepared
rcpoits without notifying him. No-

ble Widcmann, following suit, ex-

pressed the same wish for himself,
as member of tho Finance Committee,
and for the same reason. These
gentlemen had learned in the House,
for the first time, the proceedings of
the committees of which llicy weic
respectively members. They had
not been consulted, nor informed of
meetings. They wcro unwilling any
longer lo submit to this indignity,
and therefore proposed to withdraw
from the committee!. Just exactly
what any man with self-respe- ct

would have done, after thieatment
of that nature. But the circum-

stance leading to this end reflects
discredit on the Chairmen of the
committees. It indicates the pre
valence of a "hole and corner"
method of doing business that fair-mind- ed

men can never approve. We
have previously had hints of this
kind of thing being in operation.
Now something comes to light. How
much more may be behind, goodness
knows. What right has the chair-

man of a committee to ignore any
individual member of tho committee
of which lie is chairman? As
head of the committee, it is his
duty to duly apprise every member
of meetings, etc., and he has no

light whatever to present any report
to tho Legislature without having
first consulted each member on its
subject matter, lie is simply a
member of the committee and its
presiding olllccr, but not the wholo
committee. Soino chairmen appuar
lo be ignorant of this fact.

DEVELOPMENTS.

The debate in the Legislative As-

sembly, the other day, on the Rail
way Bill, developed a little warmth,
and something bosides. The warmth
was considered welcome by some
people outside, as an agrccablo little
diversion from tho monotony of tho
usual proceedings of tho House. A
little stirring up occasionally is good
for tho members; it prevents bomo

of them from going entirely to
sleep, and others, whoso normal

condition is somnolence from get-

ting so soundly into slumber
as to be an annoyance lo tho
fuw wakeful members by loud snor-

ing.
Some ignorance was developed in

the course of tho debate a very
natural thing for tho Assembly to
do. One member a Minister, we
believe tho legal member of the
Cabinet, if wo mistake not instruct-
ed the House that there was no dif-

ference between a "siding" and a
"turnout." Very useful informa-
tion, but lacking in the essential of
accuracy. Hitherto the two terms
have not been used by ungineers as
synonymous ; and henceforward
these gentlemen will have cither to
amend their technical vocabularies,
or put down the new ruling as an
outcome of ignorance, and therefore
not to be passed over with uncon-

cern.
Tlieie was also a development of

a little clap-tra- p. Ministers spoko
of the "lights of the people," and
the Ministers' determination to sup-

port and defend those rights.
Good. The phraseology has be-

come threadbare with age, but it is
hard to improve upon. It always
takes well. The unwary arc entrap-
ped by it every time. Wo want just
such Ministers and Members as will
defend the people's rights, but let
them be quite sure that they have
an intelligent understanding of the
mailer, and not try to foist upon the
country oppressive measures under
that pretext.

Nobles Young, Smith, and Wide-ma- n

each devoloped au intelligprfc

aim to secure fair play and commou
justice to the people constructing
tha lailway and the people who will
be benefitted by the convenience it
will furnish them. These Nobles
did not wish to soc any right of the
public infringed upon, neither did
they wish to sec any unnecessary
restrictions placed upon the com-

pany. This was a proper view of
the question. As. Mr. Young ob-

served, the railroad will be a great
boon to the people, especially to
poor people who cannot afford lo
pay the ordinary carriage fares.
The duty of the Government is to
give every possible encouragement
to such au undertaking, consistent
with the rights of the people, and
not to place obstructions in the way.

One other development may be
mentioned in connection with that
debate. Mr. Young facetiously ob-

served that tho Attorney-Gener- al

"had a serious nightmare in regard
to the railroad." And if one may
judge fiom tho Attorney-General- 'a

talk on that occasion, Mr. Young's
conclusion hit tho truth. Besides,
it was a very charitable way of look-
ing at Mr. Ashford's abusive ebulli-
tion. Tho nightmare theory fur-
nishes some degree of excuse for
a member of the Cabinet having made
such a discreditable exhibition of
himself. Even regarded in the light
of this palliating circumstance, tho
most lenient of the public must ad-

mit that the Attorney-Gener- al mado '

a bad "break," which developed a
manifestation in no way ornamental
to a Government poit folio.

CORRESPONDENCE.

JAPANESE RIDING AT HAMAKUA.

EniTOit Buu.utin: A few days
ago we noticed in your paper an
article concerning furious riding of
Japanese in Ilamakua, their im-

prisonment, etc., etc., said article
in toto condemning the Sheriff and
police. It is unnecessary to enter
into minor dotails, as the facts of
said case are well known to many,
p:ities here who were truly eye
witnesses. I would wish lo lay be-
fore you one fact, which will be
hupported by all persons residing in
outlying districts wlier Jnncse
labor is employed. I, or we (I

I sneak for tha dUlriffV n wMI
awaro that Japanese appear to have
a fascination for horses, and sellers
of horses wish to find a market.
Japanese buy tho cheapest, that is,
probably colts half broken in, souio
fow buy broken down pack horses,
the majority though invtst in a
prancing colt and endeavor to ride
him on Sundays to town they havo
literally no contiol over a horse, and
canuot even manage tho reins
they merely "grasp tho saddle and
let tho horso go,"

In villages on theso Islands simi-

lar to Houokaa, where people aro
walking along tho streets or piob- -
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