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EDITORIAL ARTICLES.

SECRET VOTING.

It lias been said that the only ar-

gument of weight against secret
voting in the Election Bill, adduced
in the discussion of that point in the
Ilousse, was the illiteracy of voters,
and that the Attorney-Gener- al com-

pletely exploded this argument.
"We believe both these assertions-ar-

pretty near the truth. And yet
for some reason or other, there is a
strong aversion to the secret ballot
on the part of some gentlemen out
of the House as well as in it.

The writtr is reminded of the
dead set which was made against
secret voting in England, when the
question was first introduced to the
House of Commons. Landlords
and the employers of labor were
strongly opposed to it, and predict-
ed all kinds of calamities to follow
its adoption. Those gentry knew
that their control of the votes of
the people dependent on them
would cease under the proposed sys-

tem of secret voting, and this was a
power to which they clang with a
determined tenacity. Other classes
also opposed the change, because it
was an innovation and was as they
put it, that is, not open
and above board. Nevertheless,
after a long and fierce struggle the
measure was carried, and in a very
short time was applauded even

who had been its opponents.
The predicted calamities did not
follow. And now the British people
think as much of the Secret Ballot
as of Trial by Jury.

It may be added, that the "illite-
racy" obstacle was much more for-

midable in England at that time
than it now is on the Hawaiian Isl-

ands. Yet it was found practically
to amount to nothing. Here the
"illiteracy" argument can only ap-

ply to a few voters of foreign birth,
and not at all to the native Hawai-
ian, whether of the aboriginal stock
or of foreign extraction. And we

confidently predict, after having
witnessed the operation of the secret
ballot in countries where there was
a high percentage of illiteracy, that
practically no serious difficulty will
be found here on that score.

It is only repeating what has been
said a thousand times, to add that
absolutely secret voting is the only
method of securing independent
voting. This is the one distinguish-
ing feature of the bill which should
never be relinguished bv its fathers.

MORE THAN TWO.

The "Advertiser" says editorially
that every Hawaiian voted against
the segregation bill on its third
reading, except Kaulmne and a,

and thinks "these facts"
will not bo forgotten at the next
election. The "facts" would per-

haps be good facts to remember, if
they were "facts;" but the "facts"
have a strong rcsemblanco to falsi-

fications; for the "Advertiser's" rt

of Legislative proceedings gives
the names of at least three
other Hawaiians who voted
with tho two named Daniels, Ma-gui- rc

and Richardson. Tho report
is correct, The editorial therefore
must be in error. But perhaps tho

editor docs not consider these threo

gentlemen to bo Hawaiians. Then
what arc they? They consider
themselves Hawaiians, and they
have the best of Ihe argument. In
regard to facts to bo remembered at
ho uext election, there aro lots of

things which electors now say thej
arc going to treasure up until then

facts relating to foreigners as well
as to the natives. Whether tho imin-orie- s

of the voters will prove ns re-

tentive as is at present believed they
will remains to bo seen. The next
elections aro a long way off, and ex-

perience proves that there is not
much dependence to be placed on
promises whose fulfilment is placed
at so remote a distance in the
future. Well, wo shall sec; that is,
those who will bo on hand at the
time.

UNSATISFACTORY.

A few days ago we had occasion
to commend the Minister of Interior
for having made a new departure,
in taking preliminary steps to get
certain public work done by con-

tract. We now regret to record
that the first venture so far should
have proved unsatisfactory to some
parties concerned. Tenders were
invited .for filling in and grading
Halckauila and Alakea streets. Ten-

ders were to be in the Interior Of-

fice by 12 o'clock noon of the 22d
iiiBtant. On that day and by that
hour several persons who were de-

sirous of contracting for the work
had passed in their bids. Although
the Minister of Interior was exempt-

ed by the terms of the advertise-
ment from being hound to accept
"the lowest or any tender," yet it
was naturally understood that there
was a bona fide intention to get the
work done by contract, and that
some one of the bids made within
the time specified would be accept-
ed. The dissatisfaction alluded to
is on the ground that although ten-

ders were in at the time fixed, were
opened and their contents known, at
a later hour another tender was
handed in, and this one was award-

ed the contract. This is how the
matter has been represented to us,
and on this basis dissatisfaction is
reasonable. It should be said, how-

ever, that the late and accepted ten-

der is believed to have been prepar-
ed within the time named in the
advertisement, and was entrusted to
a second party, through whoso neg-

lect it failed to reach the Interior
Office when due. ' But this explana-
tion affords no satisfaction to the
other tenderers. Any tender failing
to arrive in time, from whatever
cause, should have been ruled out,
if it was not desired to create tho
suspicion of underhandedness.

THE PARABLE OF THE CLOCKS.

(Translated by Antisiamus.")

The people inhabiting Boshmere
That is, the city known as mere

Bosh and tho surrounding country,
were outwardly liko unto other men ;

legs had they ; arms as well ; heads
likewise, but no souls. Albeit their
aforesaid heads, large like unto
pumpkins, and thicker than a three-inc- h

plank, being of like formation,
were internally void, leaving there-

by a hollow space for the reception
of great ideas, which accounts for
their superior-- intelligence, singular
aptitude for getting into hot water,
and an inclination to look carefully
at everything without opening their
eyes.

Now, the great town clock by
which the time of the people of
Boshmere was regulated, was rather
antiquated, and did not keep the
best of hours, being sometimes too
fast and at others too slow. This
clock was manufactured by an an-

cient Caliph, and was called Consti-

tution. It was the regulator of all
the small clocks of the realm.

It came to pass after a season that
it new Caliph arose, and during his
reign the people waxed proud in
their imagination, rebelled against
the old time, and resolved to make a
new chronometer of their own. The
Caliph in great fear consented, say-
ing, "Oh, stiff-necke- d and rebellious
people, anything that is to your
liking; go regulate your own time
according to your own skill, and if
by the fluxions of foolishness you get
Sunday into Saturday, on your
heads be it!"

Then thirteen wlso men of the peo

ple assembled tliPinsclvcs together
in a great multitude, down town, for
seven days, and in secret made agreat,
clock after their own fashion, which
they declared should be the model
after which the minor clocks of the
people should be constructed. And
the Caliph, to please the wise men
and the foolish people, proclaimed
this clock as the great clock of
Boshmere. And while a few mal-

contents shook their heads, the mul-

titude were greatly pleased, and
shouted, "Glory lo thee, oh, clock
of clocks! Let us sing to the praise
of the great pendulum, and ever-

lasting tick, even for our beer and
cigars!"

And it came to pass shoitly there-
after that the wise men of the na-

tion gathered together from the four
winds of heaven, in a great building
called Aliiolani Hale, to make clocks
for the people after, the model set
up. These were untaught watch-

makers, but withal' were men full of
great words, uttered in great num-

ber, and with great noise, devoid of
signification. And they began to
make watches in great haste, wheels,
springs, and balances, faces, hands,
and numbers, all put together in
marvelous haste and order, not very
handsome, but rippers to go; and
the Members rejoiced over their
clocks, and the President saw that
it was good ; and the evening and
the morning were the first
day, but whether tho day before
yesterday or the day after to-

morrow no man knowcth, for the
science of horography being unto
them a mystery the record of time
disappeared.

And the people fell down and
worshipped these clocks; cFor,"
said they, "these arc beautiful
specimens of island wisdom. If
they get adrift, a hammer and a nail,
or a piece of putty, will set them
going in no time."

Then there arose trouble in the
land ; for .ludda, the Chief Cook of
the Supreme kitchen, alon.X with his
assistants, railed against the minor
clocks, declaring that they were not
in time with the great clock, nor
could the' keep along with it. He
lifted up his voice and said, "Woe
unto you, watchmakers! I will, as
In duty bound, cook your dinner by
the Great Regulator, and if you pre-

fer to eat it by your unconstitu-
tional turnips, trumpery amateur
rubbish, your soup shall be burnt,
your chops cinders, your Irish
es worthless Fenians, and your
goose, when cooked, illegally done
brown."

This angered the clock-maker- s

and the "backstairs" of the clock-sho- p,

and they were exceeding
wrath with the cooks, and said with
one voice, "You have your wages,
and you must get our grub as ire
please, and by our time. Wc can
make our watches as wo think fit.
We are "revolutionary" clock-maker-s,

and we want "revolution-
ary" cooks, and if you don't "revo-luto- "

we'll get a set of Chinese
'cooks who will. Your days arc not
our days. You make noon at 12

o'clock, when the sun is on the
meridian. Whose dog is meridian?
Let him perish as the sou of a burnt
father! What do we care for suns
or moons, or stars, or meridians, or
any such weak inventions? We are
reformers in clockology, and have
the light of great intollccts, Mushal-luh- !

enough to set Pearl river on
lire. He who wants more, by the
tomb of the Prophet, let him perish!
alikoiiu! humbug! flddlcdedee!
Are we children, unable to make
clocks for ourselves? A fig for tho
Great Regulator, it must be made to
go to suit our time-piece- ?. To Jer-

icho with the fossilated Coolcy chro-

nometer ! If we choose to make
noon at four o'clock, or morning at
midnight, or decree that this day
week shall be yesterday fortnight,
or put one year before tho other, or
next Christmas on the top of Punch-how- l,

then wo say, that the difference
of climate and circumstances ren-

ders it convenient and biutabla for
us to do hoj and wc have the right
to do it; we are supreme. By our
clocks the cooks shall prepare us a
stew.

And the excited multitude howled
with delight, and said, Thcso are
wise men 1 words How from their lips
like water from a pump! Allah ac-ba- r!

They have learning enough to
choke a horse ; let no dog bark at
them.

Now, there were somo among the
people, lookers-o- n in Boshmere, who

kept themselves cool, and they
smiled sarcastically and contemptu-
ously ; for they saw these unskilled
clock-muddle- rs were a caution to
cats, and were knocking all time
into smithereens.

Great confusion and greater un-

certainty arose, which contributed
greatly to the happiness of the
clock-make- rs and their disciples,
but were the cause of remarkable oc-

currences and inconvenient mis-

takes. The usual conditions of lifo
became oddly complicated. Many
wore married at tho wrong hour, so
that no man had a wife he could
legally call his own ; children were
born out of season, and lost their
nativity ; men arose for daily busi-

ness, and found it was yesterday ;

no man knew his own age, ladies es
pecially lost count of time, and were
perpetually getting back into 18 ;

such as had no money to pay were
ofttimes many months after date,
and gave thanks to Allah and the
clock-make- rs ; whereas the bankers
blasphemed, and were heavily fined
for bad talk at the street comers.
Friends met; one said "the day is
fine;" the other admired the beauty
of the night. The same gazed
gloomily at each other, looked at
their watches and retired, one to his
breakfast, the other to bed. The
morning papers said, "Smith was
buried yesterday with great pomp.
This respected gentleman, very
much known to us all, died eighteen
months ago, but his watch being
that much out, he overlooked the
circumstance."

Then the clock-make- rs began to
sec how they had knocked time all to
pieces, disturbed the foundation of
ages, and very nearly capsized eter-

nity; and thej' were much per-

plexed.
So the cooks of the Supremo

kitchen, all of whom had learnt the
art of clockmaking in their youth,
looked into the Boshmere dials, hut
could make nothing of them. Then
they stood up in great dignity, and
said, "Drat these miserable imple-

ments ! They arc a puzzle to mon

keys ; there is not their equal in
all the land. It might not be ad-

vantageous to wind them up with a
crowbar, or hammer them with
stones to consolidate the works.
They will never keep time with the
Great Regulator of Boshmere.
Therefore be it resolved that they
he smashed into ten thousand
pieces;" and smashed they were.

So much for employing unskilled
workmen, who are bound to make
time-piec- es at which the dogs of
Bagdad bark, and tho pigs seeing
(hem, run violently down a steep
place into the sea, and spoil the
pork.

CORRESPONDENCE.
LEGISLATIVE JUCCLERY.

Editou Bulletin: An exhibition
of legislative jugglery was given
yesterday afternoon in the House,
while in committee of the whole,
considering the Election bill. There
were soveral sections of thu bill that
provided for secret balloting refer-
red to a select committee, who re-

ported back to the House those sev-

eral sections so amended and modi-
fied, that itmnkes tho ballot as open us
formerly. Tho bill with these
amendments was under discussion,
and sections 1!!, !! and LO as
amended by the committeo had pass-
ed without very much debate. Sec.
1(5 as amended ws read when a
member moved that thu section as
in the bill pass. The motion was
put and carried before a majority of
tho committee saw what they had
done. When the chairman an-

nounced tho vote a howl was raised
against it, and all sorts of motions
were made and argued. Finally tho
chair put the motion to pass tho
section as amended by tho commit-
tee which also passed. The com-

mittee then rose and the chairman
reported to thu House that thu com-

mittee had passed section 10 as in
thu bill and also as amended by the
committee. Here was a dilemma

which Noble Smith helped the com-
mittee out of by moving to accept
the report of tho committee except
that part relating to section 40,
which was referred back for further
consideration. This motion carried
and extricated the committee from
the fix that a hasty and thoughtless
voto got them into.

Whether or not the motion to pass
the section as in the bill was made
with the intention of confusing the
committee, it certainly had that ef-

fect, and to a looker-o- n seemed also
to provoke considerable animus on
the part of the opponents of the bill.
As was suggested b' the "Adver-
tiser" some days ago, the Legisla-
ture had better go home ami give
the boys a chance. It would indeed
be a stupid lot of hoys who would
have been caught as the opponents
of this bill were, and be obliged to
take the humiliating stand, that the
motion was not understood and
therefore carried.

It was argued by a Minister in the
House yesterday as an excuse for
tabling a bill which he otherwise
thought worthy of consideration,
that the members were getting tired
and wanted to go home. By the
vote of the committee on this sec-
tion of the Election bill they de-

monstrated that such was the case,
and it will now be in order for them
to go home and report to their
mothers or some other lawful guard-
ian, and if they contemplate repre-
senting a constituency again let
them during the 18 or 20 months
intervening before another session,
study the wants of the country and
the best and most feasible manner of
developing its resources, so that
when they shall again take their
scats in the Legislative Hall of the
Kingdom, their minds will be able to
cope with greater questions than the
"height of a fence," or "shooting of
pigs." X.

TH E"WESIDENT SPEAKS.

Editor Bulletin: Sometime
since, I noticed a leader in your
paper on the Militarj- - Bill, contain-
ing also a severe criticism on the
Minister of the Interior. It charged
that he withheld publication of the
bill after its passage over the veto
in order to influence the election of
Colonel. It is this Utterly unfounded
and malicious charge which induces
this note, for I do not often trouble
the press.

I, and I alone, am to blame for
the of that bill.
When it passed the House, it re-
quired a certificate as to the facts ;

this I could not prepare just then,
being occupied with other Legisla-
tive duties, and after adjournment
not having the bill before me, I for-

got it and the Minister of the Inte-
rior called it to my attention several
days afterwards. I then prepared
the certificate; it was translated,
affixed and in a day or two the bill
was printed. I am sorry to say that
I have taken very little interest in
the election of Colonel on account
of having been fully occupied with
Legislature matters of greater im-

portance as it seemed to me. I
presume that I shall not be charged
therefore, with any diabolical, sinis-
ter missionary intent with regard to
that election. I do not believe that
tho publication or
of the Act had the slightest effect
on the result.

Wm. R. Castle.
Honolulu, Aug. 22, 1888.

OUTSIDETlEW OF THE SESSION.

Editou Bulletin: The Adver-
tiser of the 17th inst. regrets that
the Legislature has not taken deci-
sive action on the bill to reoiganizc
tho Judiciary, and amongst other
reasons for its disappointment, says
that there is no knowing what the
composition of the Legislature of
1890 (to whom the House has be
queathed tho measure) may he.

Now, Sir, judging the mental
calibre of this House by the acts
that have been passed, the tone of
the debates that have taken place,
the constant changes in tho votes,
without any apparent reason ; for it
is not unusual to see thu majority
voting liko a Hock of sheep in favor
of some particular mcabiiie in the
morning, and In tho afternoon with
thu unanimity that characterizes the
movements of those useful but cer-

tainly uuiutellligeut quadrupeds, all
voting in directly tho opposite way;
it strikes me that the committee
which recommended the postpone-
ment of tho bill did the very winest
thing possible under the circum-
stances, as they evidently realized
how hopeless a task it would be to
explain tho provisions of this impor-
tant measure to the House, and how
impossible to get an intelligent ex-
pression of opinion on a question of
its magnitude.

Bills of tho importoneo of the one
under discussion, which contem-
plates a radical change in so impor-
tant a department as the Supremo
Court, can only bo intelligently
haudled by persons of education
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and experience, or those who are
possessed of the powers of reasoning
and reflection, two attributes that
in the composition of the present
House are conspicuously absent. I
therefore think, sir, that the Editor
of the Advertiser need give himself
no further anxiety about the next
Legislature, as 1 maintain that it
will be almost impossible to select
one that will be the intellectual in-

ferior of that now in session.
In oonclussion I would recom-

mend tho worthy-gentlem-
en now

assembled to devote their few re-

maining days to the consideration
alone of questions that they are
competent to grapple with, such as
Pound matters, and stray pigs ; let
thcin convulse themselves again
over the height of tho fence to their
neighbor's back yard, and if these
subjects are exhausted there is the
"Turkey Act" of 188-1- . Cannot
that bo amended? It ought to
afford an excellent medium for the
display of forensic gobbling and
cackling. Then again there is the
burning question of how much
freight the steamers ought to charge
for bananas. Where, oh, where is
the champion of this great industry?
In by-go- sessions his melodious
voice was often raised in eloquent
denunciation of the heartless mono
polist who used to charge a dollar
a bunch as freight, and then only
deliver the stumps. He is not
heard from now.' No.
'The harp that once through Tara's

halls
The soul ot mimic shod,

Xow hung as mute on Tara's walls
As If that soul were lied."

A Reverend correspondent of the
"Advertiser" the other day, recom-
mended tinkering tho "Act to mit-
igate," by all means. The "unco
gude" could no doubt extract many
a toothsome morsel from a discus-
sion of its savory details, and its
repeal might possibly mitigate the
dangers that may bo said lo con-

stantly impend whilst this Legisla-
ture continues in session. Z.

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM.

Eon ok Bulletin: Tho "Adver-
tiser" shows its independence of the
party whip when that instrument
tends to political dishonesty and
coiruption, by its comments in yes-
terday's issue upon the speech of
the Minister of Interior to throw
overboard the Civil Service Bill. It
is time, as the "Advertiser" says,
that that Minister's strenuous oppo-
sition to Civil Service Reform indi-

cated that such a law would necessi-
tate immediate removals from his
own department. But this apparent
motive is backed by more than sus-
picion or inference. It is a noto-
rious fact that tho Minister's cry
before tho Revolution was, "Tuin
the rascals out." What ha3 he
since done? Simply kept among
others, some of the Gibson "Iambs"
he himself had previously branded
from his place on the floor of Parlia-
ment, as thieves and conspirators.
The difference between Mr. Gibson
and Mr. Thurston seems only to he
this: that the former made no loud
profession of "Reform." Oh! much
abused word! No wonder this mod-
ern professional "Reformer" strove
hard to burke tho Civil Service Bill.

OkSEUVEU.

OUR SAN FRANCISCO LETTER.

There is nothing of any special in-

terest to write about just now. Poli-
tics absorb the attention of the gen-
eral public, and a new interest
has been aroused by the arrival of
Mr. Blaine from Europe, and the
commencement of his stump speech-in- g

through tho Eastern States. Tho
sagacious political leader knows just
when ho is needed the most, and ar-
rangements have been made lo se-

cure Connecticut, New Jersey, New
York and Indiana, which will ensure
the triumph of the Republican party
next fall.

Quite a largo number of Hawai-
ians are hero at present. At tho
Occidental aro Miss Hopper, Low-

ers, Capt. Brown, Jas. Campbell
and Lilloy, with their families. Mr.
Foster and family are at the Bald-
win ; Mr. .McCandlcss and family at
tho Russ; Harry Agnew and family
havo" looms in Port So, and other
Hawaiians are in Oakland and else-

where. Ilacry Yon Holt Is hero
now, having returned from China.
Ho is going on the Pacific Mail
Steamer. Says he likes it, and
wants to sco more of the How cry
kingdom.

Tho 'Bulletin" of y, (li)t),
says: "James Campbell, one of the
wealthiest planters on the Hawaiian
Islands, arrived in this city last eve-
ning from an extended tour through
J'jugknml and Ireland, en route to
the islands, and is stopping at tho
Occidental. Mr. Campbell reached
here from tho East by the Canadian
Pacific and over the Noi thorn Paci-
fic. He reports great activity ut
Vancouver, Tacoina and Seattle,

British North America to Australia,
via the islands." That is correct,
except that Mr. Campbell did not go
to Europe. His child was quite sick
in New York and the family remain-
ed there some time.

Capt. John Brown is happy in the
midst of his family, and has been
taking in the sights and posting
himself regarding health matters
here. Sunday's "Examiner" pub-
lished what purported to be an in-

terview with him, but the state-
ments put into his mouth arc as
untruthful as they ever can be. The
reporter j'esterday saw the Captain
and apologized for making him say
what lie never dreamed of saying.

The "Chronicle" of tho same
date, Sunda-- , had an article on lep-

rosy and the health, statistics of the
island that was a fair summary of
the report of the President of the
Hawaiian Hoard of Health.

On Saturday the "Bulletin" pub-
lished a long article showing- the
present status of the Chinese in the
Kingdom. So you sco Hawaiian af-fa'- us

receive their fair share of at-

tention here.
The efforts being made to adver-

tise the islands arc worth encourag-
ing, for as Mr. Campbell said to
your correspondent "It would as-

tonish you to know how little is
known of them in the East." C.

S. F., Aug. 11.
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COtii Day- - -- August 20th.

MOKXtXG SESSION.

The House opened at 10 a. m.y
President W. R. Castle in the chair.
Roll called and abictnecs noted.

l'ETITIOXS.
Tho petition from the Chinese

met chants intioduccd on Saturday
and action deferred on account of
adjournment, was taken up and re-

ferred to the Judiciary Committee.
Rep. Kinney presented a petition

from llamakua, containing several
prayers. Referred to the Commit-
tee on Miscellaneous subjects.

Noble Wideraaun presented a
petition from the Chinese residents
who have been here more than ten
years, praying that the proposed
amendment to the Constitution bo
not passed, as it will work great
hardships to those who arc contem-
plated in the amendment. Referred
to tho special committee on the
Constitutional amendment.

ICEI'OltTS 01' COMMITTEES.

Noble Smith read tho following
report from the committee to whom
was referred the item of 15,000
illegally retained in London, as also
the 701 interest on the loan:

lion. W. R. Castle, President of
the Legislature: The select com-
mittee appointed to confer with the
Cabinet in regard to what steps
should be taken in the matter of tho

lfi,000 illegally retained in Lon-
don out of the" proceeds of the

200,000 loan, and the amount of
70 f interest unaccounted for, beg

leave to report.
That we have conferred with tho

Minister of 1'inancc upon the sub-
ject and have examined all the cor-
respondence and records relating
to the matters referred to us, and
have carefully considered the same.

To present the facts of the case
wo submit herewith, as part of our
repoit, a statement prepared by the
Minister of Finance, at our request.
This statement covers the main factB
as appear from the correspondence
on file.

Tho action of the agents of the
Hawaiian Government at London,
who had to do with tho loan and
matters incidental thereto, appears
to the committee to be deserving of
unqualified condemnation. One
serious difficulty encountered in.
seeking to ascertain tho facts, is tho
evasive statements and indefinite
accounts rendered by thoso agents.

From a critical examination of tho
correspondence and tho accounts
rendered, wo cannot refrain from
tho conclusion that there has been
intentional concealment on tho part
of those who have beeu represent-
ing this Government in London.

Wo believo wc are safe in saying
that no business house would sub-
mit to be treated by its agents as
tho Hawaiian Government has been
treated by these agents. Ami we
aro of opinion that it is humiliating
to this Government to longer con-
tinue relations with these d,

agents.
After all the investigations made

and the information obtained we feel
it our duty to recommend that tho
Cabinet atonce withdraw all business
placed in the hands of II. R. Arm-
strong, and revoke all and every
authority heretofore vested in him
by the Hawaiian Government. We
believe also that tho conduct nf
Matheson & Co., as shown by their

Thu prospects, he thinks, are pood own correspondence, is unbusiheas-fo- r
a qiible and steamship liuo from l like aud reprehensible. And we
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