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ALOHA, HAWAII!
The Merchants of San Francisco

Send Greeting to the Islands.

Future of the Commercial Rela
tions Between the Bay City
of the Golden West and the
Paradise of the Pacific.

cvcntso.' the past eijhi

HUE in connection
i t li tlie triumphant

of Ameri
can armies in foreign lands mark
an epoch in the world's history and
places the United States in a differ-
ent and new light before the na-

tions of the earth. At the same
time it has broadened America's
influence and developed great pos-

sibilities for commercial expansion
that were not thought of one year
ago. The armed conllict with Spain
in the Pacific was short and de-

cisive, and when the reverberations
of Dewey's guns had died away
among the distant hills around
Manila bay on May day morning a
new era dawned for the Pacific
Coast, and particularly San Fran-
cisco, the importance of which it is
yet difficult to measure, so valuable
and extensive arc the commercial
benefits. While the whole Amer-
ican nation will enjoy the trade re-

sults following the acquisition of
the Philippine islands, says the S.
F. Chronicle in its New Year's ed-

ition, there is probably no State
that will obtain such a strong foot-

hold in the commerce of the com-
ing years as California, and no city
that will win commercial suprem-
acy more rapidly than San Fran-
cisco.

For a new State, barely fifty
years of age, great progress has
been made in California. A wealth
of resources, tm enterprising peo-

ple, industrious in the pursuits of
life, generous climatic conditions
and fruitfulncss of the soil all com-
bined to make the Golden State at-

tractive for commercial activities
and a desirable place for home. As
a matter of course in all newly set-

tled localities, inland commerce re-

ceives first consideration, and so it
has been in California. With a
growing population and a similar
growth in the adjoining States and
Territories, there has been for
years a large and growing demand
for California products. Rut even

with this interior demand com-

merce by sea has not been neglect-
ed. From San Francisco the an-

nual exports by sea arc nearly $40,-000,00- 0,

while the imports by sea
arc on an average about $30,000,-00- 0.

Although tliis shipping trad;
appears large it is not comparative-
ly ns great as the production. In
recent years California exports
have been more numerous in vari-
eties. Where cargoes were form-
erly largely composed of products
of the soil, now the shipments em
brace large quantities of manufac-
tured goods. But with all this pro-

gress there has always been a feel-

ing that the trade opportunities of
San Francisco, and, in fact, the en-

tire Pacific Coast, were necessarily
confined within certain limitations,
and this belief certainly had ground
for existence up to a few years ago,
when Japan commenced making
rapid strides forward in commer-
cial development, and the demand
for American products assumed
large proportions in that country.
Then followed the war between
Japan and China, and at its con-

clusion appeared the first ray of
hope for extensive markets in the
Orient for American commodities.
The fact soon became apparent to
other nations, and as Great Britain
already had a base of operations in
Hongkong, other European pow-

ers commenced to develop a desire
for territorial aggrandizement in
order to be in a position to compit
with England.

America now owning the Ha-

waiian Islands and the Philippine-- ,

and having the harbors of Hono-
lulu and Manila for our war ships,
we will have a direct line of com-

munication for our merchant ves-

sels in building up the great Asia-openi-

market of China will ab-ti- c

and Pacific Island trade which
is slowly but surely gathering in
volume. The open market of
Japan and the opening market
of China will absorb not only
all the wheat now grown on
the Pacific Coast, but all that
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it can possibly pro !uce. The
new markets will be so great for
our steel rails, our machinery and
electrical appliances, our agricult-
ural implements and manufactured
goods, that within a few years the
merchant marine on the Pacific
will be enormous, and California,
Oregon and Washington will be
among the richest and most pro-

ductive State of the Union.
The all important question now

is what will San Francisco's share
be in the great era of commercial
development that is about to
dawn ? There is a golden future

" r

for San Francisco as a commercial
port, but to win the full measure of
success an active work must be
constantly pushed by the business
men of both city and State. In
order to supply merchandise to any
field it is essential to know the ter-

ritory and the needs of the people
abiding there. It is an opportune
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time, therefore, for a careful study
of all the facts and statistics bear-
ing upon the new fields for Ameri-
can trade in Hawaii, the Philip-
pines, China, Japan and the Asiatic
continent generally, showing what
these countries import and what
they export, who their customers
are and of whom thev buv. San
Francisco's opportunity for great-
ness is near at hand and the results
will be what San Francisco mer-
chants make them.

THE HAWAIIAN' TRADE.
San Francisco has always en-

joyed a very liberal share of the
business with the Hawaiian Is-

lands, in fact nearly all the exports
from America to the mid-ocea- n

isles have gone outward through
the Golden Gate.

The Hawaiian Islands, being
now a part of the United States
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there is no reason why the merch-
ants of America should not supply
the inhabitants of the islands with
all the articles they require.

San Francisco is, by reason of its
geographical position, the most de-

sirable port of export, and it de-

pends entirely upon the merchants
of that citv whether or not thev will

" TIILiuMHIMiallMfcLLii-iiLiM"T- F

i?i,n'ckMM!9KtTOK'A..u-- . wwoaiiri. r.rmm.v ." v ' ? m " - "" ,Mff 'VO-JO- p H,M,JV

Ik

.' -

,.

S3?

AN1J UAR'P OP THE WATEIt

take advantage of their location
'and put forth the proper efforts to

increase the trade and traffic be-

tween their city and the Hawaiian
Islands. San Francisco alrea iy
possesses a large portion of this
trade, but it is susceptible of sub
stantial increase.

From data prepared by the
Bureau of Statistics at Washington
it appears that since the reciprocity
treaty of 1876 the United States has
had a large share of the commerce
of these islands. Prior to 1876
American exports to the islands
never, save in two intanccs, reach-
ed $1,000,000 per year. With 177.
however, the $i,ooo,ood line was
permanently passed, and since that
year American exports to the is-

lands have steadily grown, passing
the $2,000,000 mark in 1879, ex-

ceeding $3,000,000 in 1883, over
$4,000,000 in i8yo, parsing the $5,- -
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000,000 line in 1891 and promising
to reach $6,000,000 this year.

Twenty-fiv- e years ago the total
imports by the Hawaiian Islands
were considerably less than one-hal- f

the present average and only a
little more than one-thir- d of the
yearly aggregate coming from the
United States. Consi Icriug this
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fact, the increased American trade
and the decrease in tue receipts of
commodities from other countries
makes a very creditable showing.
In 1876 the reciprocity t.eaty came
into existence, anl for the next
year, 1877, the Uniten States sup-
plied one-ha- lf of the imports into
the islands, which then amounted
to $2,500,000. Thrci years later
the imports, were increased to

of which two-third- s came
from the United States. In 1884
there was a further increase, the
total being $4,500,000, and of this
over $3,000,0)0 rip iscutcd the
share fiom this country. In i8yo
the trade had so far developed that
the w.tal for the year was $6,962,-00- 0,

of which $4711 ,'iio came from
the Unhid States. In 1896 Ameri-
can goods rnd products to the
value of $4,f 63K.0 came to the is-

land', iiHntaiuing th.- - me pro- -
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portion to the total imports as dur-
ing the preceding year.

Of the exports from the II
waiiau Islands the United States
has had the largest share for
twenty-tw- o years past, or since the
reciprocity treaty went into opera-
tion. In 1875 only about 56 per

.cent of the total exports from the
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