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PACE TWO

CHAPTER XXII.
A Prowler of the Night.

' Down we plunged Into the cellar,
through the trap and to the Door of
Bewilderment.

"Don't expect too much." admon-Jishe- d

Larry; "I can't promise you t
,iingle Spanish coin."

"Perish the ambition! We have
'Jklocked Pickering's game, and nothing
jtlsc matters." I said.

We crawled through the hole in the
(wall and lighted candles. The room
.was about seven feet square. At the
jfarther end was an oblong wooden
jdotif. close to the celling. 'and Larry
'tugged at the fastening until it came
(down, bringing with It a mass of snow
and leaves..

"Gentlemen." he said, "wp are at the
iedge of the ravine. IV) you see the
Ibluc sky? And yonder, if you will
(twist your necks a bit. U the

"Well,! let the scenjc effects go and
jshow us whore you found those

I urged.
' "Speaking of mysteries, that is
(where I throw up my hands, lads. It's
'quickly told. Here Is a table, and
here Is an old despatch box. which lies
jjust where I found It. It was closed
..and the key was In the look. I took
But that packet it wasn't even sealed

saw the character of the contents,
jand couldn't resist the temptation to
(try the effect of an arnoiincenient of
tlta discovery on yo-i- r friend Pickering.
(Now that is nearly all. I found this
piece of paper under the tape with

jwhlch the envelope was t:d. and I
don't hesitate to say that wic"2 I read

jit I laughed until I thought I should
hake down the cellar. Kead it. John

jGlenarm!"
lie handed me a fragment of legal-Ifa- p

paper on which was written In the
'unmistakable handwriting of Juhn

' ISIarshall Olenarm, these words:

jHE LAtC.HS rrT who
last.

LAVI13

"What do you think Is so funny la
this?" 1 demanded.

"Who wrote It, do you think," asked
'Stoddard.

"Who wrote It. do you ask? Why
'Jack's pramlfather wrote it! John
!.MarshaIl Olenarm, the cleverest,
grandest old man that ever lived, wrote
lit!" declaimed his volep boom-im-

loudly. In the room. "It's all a
Irreat big game, fixed up to try you and
iPlckerlng, but principally you. you
,blockhead! Oh. It's grand, perfectly,
Ideliclously grand. and to think It
should be my gxd luck to share la
ft!"

"Humph! I'm glad you're amused,
ilut It doesn't strike me as being so
awfully funny. Suppose those had
fallen Into Pickering's hands; then
where would the joke have been, I

;should like to know!"
"On you, my lad. to be sure! The

eld gentleman wanted you to study
.architecture.; he wanted you jo study
'kis house; ho even left a little "tylnter
In an old book! Oh, it's too good to be
true!"

"That's all clear enough." observed
jfitoddurd, knocking upon the despatch
box with his knuckles, "lint why di
Tou suppose he dug this hole here with
ills outlet on tht ravine?"

un. it was i tie way or him: ex--

,piamed tarry. "He liked the Idea of
iqueer corners and underground

This Is a bully hiding place
;for man or treasure, and thni outlet
jlnto the ravine makes if possible Jo

lt out of the house with nobody the
jwlser. It's In keeping with the rest of
jhls scheme. He gay, comrade.;!

will likely find us with plenty
'of business on hands. At present we
hold lue fort, and let us have a care
lest we lose It."

We closed the ravine door, restored
(the wall as best we could, and

ti the library. We made a list
iof the Pickering notes and spent an
hour discussing this new feature of
(the situation and speculating as to the
Jhidlng place of the remainder of my
jjrandfather's fortune. Larry and
(Stoddard both declared their intention
(f remaining until my troubles were
.ended In spite of my proter.ts. Stod-jdar-

stayed for dinner, and afterward
e began again our eternal quest for

the treasure, our hopes hltth from
Larry's lucky strike of the afternoon,
.tud with a new eagerness born of the
knowledge that the morrow would cer-
tainly bring us face to face with the
itcal crises, We ranged the house from
'tower to cellar; we overhauled the
(tunnel, for, It seemed to me, the hun-

dredth time.
It was my watch, and at midnight,

:lfter Stoddard and Larry had recon- -

aoitered the grounds and Hates and I

:had made mire of all the Interior fas-
tenings, 1 sent them off to bed and
aiade myself comfortable with a pipe
la the library.

I was glad of the respite, glad to be
alone, to consider my talk with Ma- -

f a. . is a

urea an my aoubts of her. Pickering
had always b.ien in my way, and here,
but for the chance by which Larry had
found the notes, I should have had no
weapon to use against him.

The wind rose and drove shrilly
around . A bit of scaffold-
ing on the outer walls rattled loose
somewhere and crashed down on the
terrace. I grew restless, my mind in-

tent upon the many chances of the
morrow, and running forward to the
future. Kven if I won in my strife
with Pickering I had yet my way to
make in the world. His notes were
probably worthless. I did uot doubt
that. might use them to procure his
removal as executor, but I !!.! not lix k
forward with any pleasure to a legal
fight over a property that had brought
Hie only trouble.

. Something impelled me to go below,
an 1. taking a l.mt in. 1 temped i,.mv
herly throimli tile Cill.tr. fiium ! at
the heating apparatus, and.

that the chapel entrance to the.
tunnel was unguarded, ft. Hewed the
corridor to the trap, and opened It.
The cobl air blew up sharply a:id 1

thrust my load down to listen.
A sound at once arrested me. I

thought at first it mint be the suction
if the air. but Olenarm House was no
place for coto- -i tur", and I put the
lari'ern aside an jumped down into
the tumid. A gleam of PjUi showed
far awav for an th. a th ilu.i.-li- .

and s'letiee v, re n tn lete.
1 ran rapidly over the smooth, floor,

which I h.nl tr.ive'se.l so often that I

knew its every line. My only ..weapon
was a heavy hickory club. Near the
!'''i' of P.. w .lilenr.int I pau.-o- d and

!. red. Tl.e tunnel was perfectly
ipiiet. I to,.k a stvp torn aid and stum-hi- t

J over a brlcli. fumbl'-i- on the wall
for the opening whirl: we pad cjo- -,

carefully that afternoon, an 1 at th"
in taut I fi und it a lantern flashed
blinding'- - in my face and I drew back.
j

A Lantern Flashed Blindingly In My

Face."

rrouchin; Invcluntarlly uad
!lie club ready m strike.

"Good . Mr. Gletinr--

Marian I' 's Voice 1,,- -

and Marian I'eVeteUV's
with ti e f.::i ligl-- t of tl.e lati'.-r-

It. was Lent gtavdy upon n
void , as I P. .ml i- -

I saw it tl.e., are tl.e ',!

i.a'l ! tut n.lier last w t..
i comi s :o l.eiice fi or,

Her sliri !!n .. r- a- - 'i.e.
w Ire s ret n 'f th" lantcr
g.i.:e for a second Tl:e
rbaater t!:at I had a- -; ( i H

youth an. I beauty wa-

in one sl-l- of lier n
find In r lieti . s i i.'n...
tile rio-'l- '. for sot.n I; ,.

Ar'Iiur !'i !; ring, w as

!

'ilt

ke tho
face

ui.i.n
ll- -r

her f.lce. as
i:n- - tint I

ii my hour
wor!.!.
d the

i. my
r. d o'-

d with her
I rakisliiy

'y head.
a il.i' f in
of he'plr.r

ll.tterest
drop In the cup fi.it as thom h 1 .

been struck with ti b!e.p..,.i,n
"I j.i'T - :i' s:vld, and

laughed. "Thete do'-n- 't seem to be
anytliing to ay, does lliei-e- Widl, we
do certainly meet und-- r tie- most un
usual, not to say unconventional,

fopnre Gl' nami! Please
go away or turn you; back. I want to
get out of this donjon keep."

my hand coolly enough and
steppeiUlown Into the passage. Then
I broke out stormily.

"You don't seem to understand the
graity of what you are dung! Iion't

i you know that you are risking your
life in craw ling thriiL-- this ho isc at
mldnifiit ? that even to serve Arthur
Pickering a life is a pretty bU thing
to throw away? tour Inlatua'iou for
that blackguard seems to cany you
far. Miss Hevireuv."

She swung the lantern- at arm's
length back amf forth o that its rays
at every forward motion s'ruek my
face like a blow.

"It Isn't exactly pleasant In this cav-

ern. I'nless you' wish to turn me over
to the bud hiL-l-i exiiutioiier. I xv ill bid
you good night."

"Hut the infamy of this of coming
In here to spy uiuti m to help my
enemy the man who Is sacking plun-

der seem lo trouble vim."doesn'trlan Devereu nt St. Agatha's, and her
return with Pickering. Why could she "Na Not u

alwava have been Olivia, 1""'"' "''n'
woodland, or the tlrl In gray, or

cia--

Tsi

-

t't

She took

particle"' she replied
not ranging 811,1 impudeiit
the lm'

lata

fltS appeared to me In to many moodi Rn,'e- - Iu" " yml nav' notes

'a Intamom conduct tlai hliu?"

BIG NEWS

She laughed that low oX hers
that was like the bubble of a spi inn.

"Of course no one would dare deny

what the great Squire Olenarm says.'
she said withering!)',

"You can't know what your perti h
means to me," I said. "That night 'at
the Armstrongs', I ' rilled at the it

of you. As you came down the mair '

way I thought of you as iny good an

and I belonged to you. all my life. tt
better future that I wished to make lot

jour sake."
"Please don't!" she exelalti'.cd si r

sowfully. the mirth all gone, I f

that my words had touched her; the
there were regret and repentance ia
her tone and in the gesture with whi. Ii

she turned from me.
She hurried down the passage tow

the chapel, swinging the iuntura at h. r

side, and I followed, still mysti':-
and angered by her composure.
even turned, with pretty courtesy. n
hold the light for me at the rri '

stops. a service that I accepted t..
force and with joy It ss acipiiescem hi
the Imny of it. I knew thai 1 A. t th '

believe in her. her conduct ns to 1'., '.

ring was utterly c.;!
not forget thai; but the liht of le r

yes. her trai jiiil brxiv, . the
wboie niockeiy s!u:ig and !!

in a breath, by such t uy

wcie all' mutely reiufi reed mi. !

disarmed. Swept In these clintu'
moids I followed her out into tl,.
crypt.

"You se, tn (o know a roi 1 d .1
about this place, ami 1 supimse t.iu
ob lect to your fat. .ill ) iiins yen: - '
with yon- own property. And
note- - I'll 'jive ni.. If ill" p'ei'.sure '
handing them to you to morrow. Y ;

can cancel tlu-- and give them t" V:
Pickering, a- lilting ple.'ge betw- :i

you!"
I thru t my hands into my poet.-- --

to eie an Im
possess.

"Yes." she pt

ssion of did

K"d in a

Istone; ' t i I .lo'i.i-- s

sum i f money. - Picl
doubted!- be

ring will

debls cat:ce!", "

"In ci. h.i:i.:e for a life of ,, v

sneered. "So y-- k':-- tie s :a -

the a'!.'.' !:!' "f tie s" t'eti s
hasn't served u w 'I I!-- ' h

have t"l! j on that v, i::d them .

day."
"Yon rrc not rice, yo'i.

when v.. a are cross? H

Vr. I'lh'uin, w.i--,'- t r.,u to
me. Wpv. I n"gh catch a . !:' I

Cll'l tiele' '

She was like ',:'. i a r. .v. I f, fi t1

utter futility of attemi 'i'is' 'o r.s
with a w i:, n v. ho coal ! a

child at will h" ) up the
out in'o the chunh ves'.h-:-

Then I re the cuter door she sj- - e
with d'ci-ii.n- ..

"We art l.'-- e. if y. pbise' An 1

I have not tl.e sll .l 'ist iu'i-ntt-

trying to sit tnt.i ! '

passage. Y- -a hav tumped to your
own conclusion, which wilt have to
serve v

of til'

I
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