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' © walls offer any befter ancouragsmnent.
| Kelth lifted blwsell to the grated
; . window, gotting & glimpse of the
| . World without, but Gndiag the fron lme
.‘ ‘mavable, the sorews solldly tmbodded

I8 the outalde wodd, He dropped 10
Gor, fesllng baMed and discours

will have to be the plank back
the bench, Neb™ he winouscod
: s 'l‘!'ning the persplrstion from
N fos, “Cet down therw, and work
8 »a loose ak you can without making
nolse, while [ keep my ear o the
r and liston for Wy interruption.™
‘ took turns st this lubor, dis
covering & loote nadl which gave an
purchnse at the orack, thus
mﬂl the lnserticn of & small wood:
& block, and iosuring space fur a
#ood finger grip when the right time
enme. A plbopy Mexiean brought o
thetr dinner, and set It down vn the
CBaneh without a word, but on hid re
im with suppor, the marshal scooms
panled Bim, wnl penisined while thes
ole, talking to Keith, and stariug
AE Ut the roomn.  Fortunately, the sin
- Mo window was to the west, the last
rays of the sun struck the opposite
wall, lsl!- ving the space behind the
tn desp shadow Whatever

s!tggt
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wioesd they worp unknown to Hicks,
wha had evidently heen deeslved tnto
Whinking that this last arrest  had
arvated 1o excltenent

*Thut's why we ploked yor up eo
early,” he explalned, genlally, “Bart
4 it wa got to yer afore the bova
woke up they'd nover hear Authin’
‘boat I, an’ &0 thar wouldp't I no
fow, He dida't aven think thar'd bw
mny noed o Keepin' oo epecia! gunrd
feramlght. btut 1 recton | wonn
e suct chanca wn thatl, o' 11 hava
eouple- o dapmiles prowlin' ‘round fer
ek, When Carson does  woko up,
abhe's hall ™

Ha loft them tohncoo and plpes, and
weot awny evhdently esopvineed o
be had performed his fll duty
two prisoners, pufing sinoke rings Into
the alg, beard the Yoavy elutng of (b
from bar fulling Into place across tha
door, and wat looking lato ons anothe
or's faces through the deepening 1wt

b Heht. In the mind of both blwck nnd
iy white reposed the saime thought The

1 Regro was fArst to hreak the stlones
-l - "*Tesrs twr me. Mamn Jack, ke
) s yore Dart pusson am mighty snge

fous ter linb no susplclons raleed
“Anybody but Jlieks would
that™ acknowledped the other, the
rugs of wwioke ciraling hin bead, et
be hum't wny brains It was pure
Parve that gol hin the joh  Well, this
# oo time that ‘fart pusson’ s goiog
o fnd an empty coop.  We'll got out,
Nab, fust am soon ms It getn dark
mmough.  Hioks lan't lkely to put on
Ma extra gunrd for an hour yet, and
s ‘Red Light' bunch wou't bw Nt for
business much befors midnight iy
that time we'll be (n the =and Wik,
TUTHEAdInE south, able to give them A
ua  for thelr money—we'll have
Rotaer, 100, If we can find them ™
The negron oyes shone white
TFo" de Lawd's uske Massa” ha
protested, “dat’d sho” ba & haugin® Jod
i abtmr dev cotehed un
Kefth Inughed. knocking out
sahes trom hin plpe
“With mn hour's start that will ba
e loast of my troobles,” be said,
aubutly.
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CHAPTER VI

The Escape.

It was dark spouph for thetr nur
poss In hulf at hour, the only sleam
of remulning eotor wilng the md giow
of the nigra's plpe, sven the oponing in

®Land's Bake, You Doan  Mean
Bteal Dem Hosses?"

ta

—

the fron geating beipge blotesd frn=
slght  Kejth, starttg i thisd direcison,
falled to peresive any distant glinmer
of tar, and docided the night mumt bo
eloudy, and thai thae for faction bwd
como. Guided by Nefls plpe bowl,
be touchad the hoy on the shonider
“Knoek out yeur saben, aud shuifie
about tyvely with your feet. whilo |
BT Mp the bogrd =,
L] g'plto’cﬁ his slenderness, Kolth
_possensed unuspal stremgth, yot no oxe
A artion o hin part sdevsd to start the
Ium plank suMelently Yor hol?
rfode.  Ripplag. o strip from the
ch he finnaked o gy the heols
momewhat Inrgor, arsadging the beannl
ftaolt ko an to afford thie neowsrars
Chut even heo ks entire

.

=

L —

tnke

‘Io tent thelr now mustors, earoe easlly

beur down—put your whnla welght on
it boy."

The two fung themselves upon the
end of the bench, leaping up and down
B A o add waelght to power, Pome
thing had to glve, sliher the stout
wood of thelr lmprovised levor or else
the holdlhg of the plank. For oo 'in
siunt It seemed Hkely to be the [or

wmer; then, with o sbrill secesch, the
ko apiken yielded wnd the hoard
Wddenly gave With shwoulders n

sertigl behoath, the iwo men beaved
it still higher, ramming the honch he
Inw w0 as to leave the opeolng olear
This was now sufficlently wmipls for
the passuge of & man's  body, and
Kelth, lowering  hithsell. diseaversd
ths sarth to be fully four fesl below.
The tegro tnstantly jolned hiay, wnd
they bogan ercoping about 1o the dark
nesn, seeking some way out. A rudeiy
ladd foundation of Hmestone wkmg ob
firnoted thelr patch to the vpen alr,
This had been lals tn mortar, but nf
Inferior quality, so that 1ittle difonits
was exparienced In detiching sufl-
olenl o obtain hand hold. Working
pllently, not knowing whot watchers
wight be already stationsd without
thay succseded o Jooseuing anoogh of
the rock to allow them o crawl
through, 1ying Breatbless in the open.
Accustomed mus they were to the
darknoms, they could yet see |Ittle
They were upon the opposite wlde
from the town, with no gleam of Hghts
D vinible, praleie and sky blending to
Eether luto spectral dlinndss, with no
sound sudible bhot the. continued quar
rol 1o the front rooim of the |all Kelth
arept Alang 1o the énd of the ballding
from where he  ocould  poercalve the
| Ughtn of the town Iwinkiing -II| iy
throngh the Intenae blaokness .
dently the regular aveoting saturialls
had not yot bugun, aliioygh thers waa
Alrendy samblunce of e nboyt the
numnerous ’l'll!l'l! nitd a0 ogemelonind

shoutt panetiived the stlllnous. A o
hivwlod In the distance, wnd the pounid
frig of kwift hootn alotg the teall tald
af freah arrivais.  An houor Inter and
the wingle streot of Carvon Clty wauki
be allve with humanity, cager for any
oxtitemetil, ready Tof aly wild orgs
It oaly otes thrned Joose.  That It
woull be turned. loose, and also i)
rected, the mun lying on bl face in
thie graas felt fully wesured, He dinlisd
primily. wishing he might hebold
fBlnck Bart's™ faee whon he should
dincover the fight of bis Intended vie
tHmu, But thers was uo Home o lose
every moment guined, added tp their
ehance of wafels

“Are those bhurses tied there by the
Wlheksmith's shop™ he asked, point
g,

The negro stared In the direcilon In
dientmd,  confused by the shidows
thrown by the dim lghts

“T reck’n dey nm, Muwsss Jack:
done make out fo""

“Then two of them must beloug to
ue, come on, boy™

Ha rmn forwand, erouching behind
every chance cover, and keeplng well
back behind the line of shucks A
slight depreasion 1o the prairie helped
conceal thelr moverients, afd nelthor
spike untll they were crouching toe
gotlier besdde the wall of tha shop
Then Neb, tnoth chaitering, managid
to hlurt out:

o' de Lawd's sake, yor don't aotu
slly midn ter ateal dem hosses™

Kelil glaneed abont ar the other's
dlmt, bluek shudow,

“Siure ot Jiust birrow ‘o

“Hut dat's s hahgin' Job I dis yere

country, Masi Jack"™
Sure It In' If thor eatch um . Hul
wolll b Wirang up anrway. and we

can't be hung twics. Tiowjdes there e
a chance foar ws with the ponine. nnd
none at wil withent AD bour's atart

i the saddle, Neb, and this huneh
hack hore wlll pever svelr Nnd unr
trall: | pledge you that  Comw, boy,

ey olose with me*

It wal thie guist, ssifdent yvalse of
assired  comwmand, of dne satisfied
with his plans, and the obodlent pegro
broathing hard, never dreimed of op
ponitlon; wil Instinct of slavery hold
Elm to the dominion of thisn white man
tor, Kelth leannd forward, stariog at
tho string of dessrted ponles Ued to
the rall;  Spocess depended on his
chules, and he could fulse vary ltile
in ihat darkness, Meén were strag
Rlng in niong the stroct to thelr right,
oh (oot aud horseback, and the ww
loon on the vorner wis halng wall pat
ronfaml. A glow of light streamed
forth from s windows, and thare was
the soiind of many voloon,  Hit this
tinrrow alley wan desorted, nnd black
The fugltive steppod bOIALY forward,
nradd that otherwide he milght startle
the ponles nod thus ecéate sn alarm
Gulded by @ Mr@"etum's Inptinet ho
BTty ran Ml hunda over the wnlnals
nnd mpde quick selootion,

"Hore Nob, take Mils follow; Jesd
Rim guietly down the bank,” and le
thrust the loosened veln Into  the
Uinok's hand.

An Instant later he had chomen liln
awn meint, and was slieatly moving
I (he pmang direcsion, although the
night there was &0 hlick that 1he
uhedient negra had alrekdy  antively
vanlshed. The slope of qhe labll not
anly lelped cover thelr movements,

wearesly dlstinguieh one mnother as
they drew roln at the sdge of the wa
ter. To the snuthword there glenmed
A cluster of lichte, marking the posi
tlon of the camp of reguinrs  Keith
drove his horse desper lnto the stream
and headed northward, the pegro fol
lowlng like & shadow.

There was & Tord directly opposite
the cantenment, aod anoibor, Hivre
dangerous and known to obly a few,
three mllos farther up siream. Keep-
Ing wenll whiin the water'n edge, w0
& to thus completoly obudure thelr
Lrndl, yot uot durlng to yenture deep for
tenr of striking qulcksund, tho pinion
man wal bls ooy struggiliog forwand
untll the dlm outilie of the bank
his right rendored him eonldent that
thes hud uttalned the proper polat for
crossing. He Had bBedén that way ohly
onca befors, aod redllied the danger of
attempling passage In wgch duritons,
but wrgonl owed drove bim forward.

“Follow me Just ax clowe sk you can,
bog™ he sald sternly, “and keop hoth
your fent vat of the stirrups, It your
horse goes down hang to his tadl, and
let him swim out*

There was little etough to gulde by,
moarely & ultigle faiut star peering out
from a rift of the clouds, but Kelth's
remembraics wan that the ford led
stralght ont ta the eenter of the
stream, und then veered slightly to-
ward the right. Mo knew the sand
rhige was only used by borsemen, not
belng wide enough for the safe pass-
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“De You See That Straight Ahead of
You

AgN of wngotis, but the depth of the
wuter o elther wide was entirely
rproblematicdl, He was taking o hig
chanee, yot dure not walt for dayiight
Fummoning sll bik nerve and aiert
noss, he urged his horse slowly for
ward, the lutelligetit auimnl seeming
Iy comprohending the situstion, and
feeling carnlully for footing. The se
Umme of the anlmad gave Lhe ridor
kteater canfldenco, mnd he loosened
Lits grip o the pelt, leaving the poas's
Instinet 1o -:m;[m! The Iatter falrly
grept forward, testing the wand befure
rosting any welght upon the heof, the
negro's mount following 'elossly. The
Waler wia unusually high, mivd us thes
widvanced It bore dowt mgalngt thom

n consldenable volume; then, as thas
viered to the right, they wero oo
Telied to push drectly axalnst iix
welght In struggling  toward  abote
The men conld see nathlng but this
solld wheet of water rushing down
towanl thetn from out the black yoli
aud  thet  vanishing below Uace

Kelth's Norse half fell, plungfng o
under, yeot euining foothold sgain bhe
fore the rider bad desortsd e sadile
A Al adnrk W aliend ulrcady re
vinlod the pearpesas of the wouthern
butk, whet Neb's pony wont down
suddeniy, swopt falrly, off We logn by
satte Neeee wdidy I8 thie strvam.  Keith
board the nogre's guttural sey, gud
daught o' gibupse of blm as the two
wore went whirling down. The pofled
ropa of Lhe [arint, grasped (o hiy right
hand, wax hurled forth lke 4 shot,
bt onme ok ampty. Not anotber
woind reched kini; bis own horsae
went athpdlly on, tecling hls way, un
Hihe wiss nowe against the bank, with
water merely rippling about bis ankje

Kelth driving feet aguln into the stir
fups Boadwl hiw down stresn, woding
clowe I toward the shore, loanlng for
ward over the pommel siriving o dee
through' the' gloun

Ho. had o doubt about Neb'a pony
makiog land, uniess struck by some
driftwood, or boroe to 'the evnter of
thn stream by the shifting force of the
current.  But it Neb had falled to re
tuln his grlp bo might have been
supked duder by the wurge of watern
A hitndrad yanle bolow e fow, 0 them,
dripping nnd weal' from the srugdle
yeol othurwine nanhurt. Thers were ne
words wpoken, but the bliek wnd white
bands clasped silontly, wid then Neb
cropt back Into the waddle, shlvering
o his wet viother as the cool nighl
witnd swopt agalost him.  Kowping

cluse in taward ghore, vet far enoug!

Bul w0 that the watisr would hide thets
teadl, the fugliived tnlled stemtliy up
wirear, gulded anly by the Yiaek ol

bt wlhinos redidered 18 boky fur them to
fad one another. Pully a hutidred yards |
vwextwand ey me® where a gully led
dirnetly down toward the eiver. Ther
wae ne onger tead for remaining on
fopt, An they were a sttfliolunt distance
away from the Hitlo “tewn to fes! 0o
fear of  helng Alfcoyep, il by
s padrunen mraggldr. At Kelths
cotnmand’ the nugro climied inta N |
la,  Both' punlos wety regtive, bil
not vicloun, and wfter a plunge or two,

uadﬂ' cantrol. mm: lod  the way.

' of the low hank ypon thelr teoft
CHAPTER VII,

In the Band Desert,
fuddenly Kelth balted, bringlog hi:
iy 's hond aimepiy about, se tha sty
FwWo freoed one another, The wind wase
rleing, hurling el of wand fnto
Lholr eyes. wnid the plalnsian held one
Wind Lefore Wls face.

MTHerd's fhe nied of keaptig up
watde tead] wny longer,” He sild wlel

|

|
|

"You, and & hig one, ton; Al it and
neap it on tght; we've got a long,
dry ride ahead”

“Whar* yo' yroposa | goln', Massa
Jnck ™

“To the ‘Bar X' on the Canadisn.
I've worked with that outdit. Theg'll
Kive un whatever we nosd, and ank
o questions; | don't koow of anything
In belwesn. I'n golog to be a hord
ride, boy, and mighty Httle to est vx-
copt what 1 saved from supper.”

“How far am it ta dls yere ‘Har X"

YA bundred and Nty mHes as Mie
criow flles, wod sund all the wiy, ex-
cept for the valley of Sult Fork. Come
on now, und keop close, for it's cusy
to got lont In thewe sand hilis™

Kelth bad ridden that hundred and
Ofty mifles of wiady desolution bafore,
but had never bein eailed upon to
miake such a fourney an this proved W
be. He know thare was Httle o fear
from humnn enemles, for they wore
rlding fer sbodgh oast of the Santa Fe
tradl Lo be cut of the path of ralding
piriles, while thls desert country was
shunned by Indlan bunters. it cosn-
alnted of smnd bl after sand hill, &
drewr wateriess waste, where nothing
grow, and mid (he dread samebess of
whick a traveler could oniy find paus-
nige by the guidance of wtnre ot night
ar the blazing sun by day., Tu the
eye mile after mlls appeared exnctly
aliko, with nothing whatever to din-
tiogulah elther distance or direction—
the same drifting ridges  of sand
stretelilng forth In every dirsetion, no
summit higher than atother, po sem-
| biance of grecn shfubbery, or sllver
sheen of running water anywhere 10
btenk the dull monotony—a vast
sandy plaln, devold of e, wxtonding
1o the horleon, overbung by a barren
sky.

They bad coversd ten miles of it by

laybresk, their pontes traveling heavi-
Iy, tetiock dewp, but could mlyvance no
further. 'With the fest tint of rose 1o
thi enst the brovding storm burst
upn them o wild desert fury, the
Ourcs wind buffeting them back, lank-
g thelir taees with sharp grit yotil
thoy were ubable to benr the pain.
Ihe fying sand smote them In clouds,
driven with the wpeed of bullets. In
vilo they loy flat, urglog their ponles
forwand, the bewsts, maddoned and
blinded by the merclions lnshiog of the
sand, refused to face the slorm. Keith,
all sense of direction lopg since lost,
rolled wearlly from the saddie, bur-
rowsd under the partial shelter of a
pand dune, and ecalled upon Neb to
follow him. With thelr bunds and feet
they mnde a slight wind-briak, drag
King the struggling ponies Inw its
tretection, and burrowed thempelves
there, the clouds of sand skurrying
over them so thick as to obscure the
sky, and rapldly burrtng them aito-
Eether us though In a grave. Within
an hodr they wers conipelled to dig
themselves out, yet It proved partial
excape from the pitiless lashing. The
wind howled Ilke unloosed demons,
and the alr grew cold, ndding to the
Wiing of the gril, when some wudden
«ddy hurled it |nto thelr hiding place
To endeavor further travel would
mean certaln death, for no one coula
have gulded 8 course for & hunpdred
feet through the tempest, which seew
td to suck tho very Lresth away, To
fhe fugltives oime this comfort—If
they could not wdvanee, then no one
etse conld fallow, aud the slorm was
cdinpieiely blotting out thelr trail.

It win thres o'vlock before It died
rufMiclontly down for them fo veuture
out.  Even itea the alr remalned foll
of sand, while conwtanily  shifting
ridgee made  travel  difficult.  Only
grim necessity—the suffering of the
Ponles for water. and thelr own need
for soon reaching the bLabltation of
men and weqilcing tood—drove them
to the early venlurd, They must sl
tnln the valley. of the Salt Fork tliat
night, ror wine pertsh In e Jensrt—
there remalned no other eholes. Ty
Ing nockerchlefs ovar thelr horses’
myes, nnd lying fnt themsolves, they
Mceerded In pressing slowly forward,
windlug In and out among the shift
g dunee, with onls the wind 1o guldo
them. It was an awhil trall, the hoofs
Mnling dedp (o drifting sand, the
Hriggiing ponlis  becaming s0  ex-
haustid that thele riders finally dlx
mounted, and staggered forward o
foat, leadiog them stumbling blndly
after Coce  the negro's  horse
dropped, and bhad to be lashed to ita
leet agaln; once Kelth's pony stum.
blod wnd fell on i, hurling him face
fawn Inte the sand, and he would
bave dled there, lacking  suMelent
rength to Nt the dead welght, but
for Neb's assisinnes, As It was he
wont  staggering  bHndly  forward
brulsed, and falnt from husger wnd
latigue. Nelther mun spoke; they had
no hteath nor energy left to waste;
Wery ounce of atrength neaded to be
domimerved for the battle agninet na
They were fighting for e
ehting grimly, almost hopoleasly, and
ulone,

Abont them night finally cleasd In,
black and siarless, yet forfunately
with ‘= trndlgu dving. wway of the
ey, For an hour st they  had
been straggiing on, doubting thelr di-
reeilon, mmafnrluu dully o if ey were
nol lest wiil meoly delitting absnt in
woelrele. The¥  had  delitdd this
ercaly onon; the potiles nuqllng de-
[etedly, talle to We storm, Neb argu-
ik fhat the wind wil blew from the
wnth; mnd Feelth contanding ‘1t kad
L] lrmr the wontwardt  The white
et won, histway, T and they siagzorsd
o pneertaby, thin negro Bray L ihw
et pony's tall to kevp 1 \$
aparated 'l'rotu his eompanlon. Some
nntinet & pininy mimt Bare Sl
i them. ! At last, thdy, dund
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on, nerving themeelves to the efforr,

of the stroam,

nature of thle unsxpected desert ousls,

nllhl throngh thnunenrulnad window,
of Mlog cabin, which would okierw(ss
have bann completely soncealed from
view hia group of low growing cot.
tonwoode.
shroviting night revealsd, and sven
thls wis merely inude apparent by the
vellow illumtnation of the window
The cabln' Kool wdpon an. lisd, o
strip of wand, partinlly coversd by wi
ter, separating It from the north mhory
on which they stood
nign of iife about the hut. other than

“sufMaletit evidemos of ogenpanny.
st of hunger, and vegent noad, Kolth
hashiated, uncertain an to what they
mlght he ealled upon to face. Who
eould
npot, In the Henrt of this luhhplubh
dowery? 1t would be no eattle out
| post Nurely, for nnm. whs Bo wrmnl'

-

go, and they never stopped untll belly
doep In the stream, thelr noses buried.
The men shivered In thelr saddles,
untll, at inst sstisficd. the ponies con
manted to be foreed hack up the hank,
Wwhers thoy nibhled at the whort tufts
of horbuge, Wut in & maoner expres
sve of weerlpess, Kelth fluog hime
cell on the ground, every musels of
hle body sehing, his exposed feah siill
smuarting  from the hall of sand
through whi=h they had passed,
He had not the alightast coneeption
an to where they were, except he
Enew this must be the Bxit Fork. Ut
terly confused by the maze of shifting
dupes, through whose Intricacion they
lind somehow found pussage, the black:
ness of the night ylelded no elue ks to
thelr polnt of emergencs, The vol
ume of water In the stream alone
suggested that in thelr wanderings
they must have drifted to' the enst-
ward, and cume out mueh lower down
than hed been originally intended. It
#0, then they might be almost directly
south of Carson City, and In a section
with which he wis totally unaequalint:
od. One thing was, however, certain
—they would be compelled to walt for
daylight to hwoertaln «the truth, aod
decide upon their future movementa,
There wus another barren, sandy
ftretch of desolation lying between
this Isolated wvalley and that of the
Canadian, and  thelr horses would
never stand to be pushed forward
without both rest and food. As to
themenlves—ihey hud ‘eaten thelr last
erumb’ long since, but this was not
the first time both had known SLarva-
tlon.
Kelth arose reluctantly, and remov-
od the wnddles from the anlmals, hob-
bling them no they could graze st
will. Neb was proppad up beneath an
cut-croppling of the bank, which partly
protected bl from the wind, a mere
hulk of 8 ehsdow. Kelth could not
tell whether he alept or not, but made
to effort to disturh him. A moment
ho gtared wacantly about Inta the
black sllence, and then Iay down, pll
lowing his head upon a saddle, He
found it Imposaible to sieep, the chill
of the wind causing him to turn and
twist, In valn senrch after comfort,
whils unappensed hunger gnawed in-
cenmantly. His eyes manged about over
the dull gloom of the skies untl] thay
fell ngnin to the earth level, and then
ha suddenly sit up, half balleving him-
pelf I o dream-—down the stream, how
far away he could not Judge, thers
gleamed & steady, yellowish light It
was no flicker of m camp fire, yot ro-
maited wstationary. Hurely no siar
conld be so low dnd large: nor did he
secall uny with thut pecullarity of
color, If such a miracle was possible
in the henrt of that sandy desert he
would hava sworn It was & lamp ahin-
fog through n window. But he had
never honrd of any settler on the Salt
Fork, and almost laughed at the
thought, bellaving for the Instant his
braln played him some elfish trick
Yet that light wan no fllusion: he rub-
bed hin eyes, only to kee It more cloar
Iy, convinced now of ita reality. He
strode hastlly mcross, and shook Neb
into mml-omuclwmul, dragging him
bodily up the bank and polnting down
the stream.
Do you
fously.
you ™
The negro stared, whaking with eold,
and searcaly able to atand alone,
"Mavhe it wm de moon, Massa Juobt
he miittered, thickly, “or a :nb!m-
lantern.  Lawd, T don't jest ke de
looks ob dat tng.”
“Well, 1 do,” and Kelth lavghed un:
enslly st the negro's fears. “All T
wanted o kuow was If you saw what
I waw. That's & lamp shinieg through
& window, Neb. What in heaven's
nupie It ean be dolog here | am un-
uble 16 guess, but 'm golng to And oyt
It means shelter and food, bay, even If
wa have fa fight for It Come on the
horees are safe, &nd we'll discover
what Is behind that light yonder.”

e that?™ he Inquired anx-
“There, stralght ahead of

CHAPTER Vil

The Wilderness Cabin,
The lght was conslderably farther
AWAY than they had at firat supposed,
and as they ndvanced stondily towsrd
it, the nature of the ground rapidly
changed, becoming {rregulur, nod Mt
tered with low growing shrubs. In
the darkness thiey stumbled over ont-
croppligs of rock, and after u full or
two, wers compelled to move forward
with extreme cautlon. Hut the mys:
terlour yellow glow continually heck.
onad, and with new hgpe anlmuting
the hearts of both mos, oy ntigiesed

and following clokely along the bank

AL JMAL lhey wrrived where they
could peresive dtmly something of the

The light shane forth, plercing the

This waa all the binck, em

There was no

he burning tamp, but that wlons wix
In

h,

# liyine in this out.afthe way

L i A e ——
In thelr saddles, the riders let them

toneh of returnlag bitlmm In

L J \\
aeleet mn tanlated & place tn which to 3K
live, To then It would bo {desh jAway , 7
from a1l trafls, where not & 1daly :
roving eattlemen weld s, = -
midit of u dosart avolded BY Indlsns

hecaune of lack of Enio—a | qu mighy
hide hetp yoar anher year  without
dunger of dlsoovery. Yet such o one
wauld not be likaly to weicome their
ocuming, und they werd without arma,
Hut Kolth was dot & man to hanltate,
long: becuuna of ible danger, and
he steppod downfinte the shallow wae
ter, |
“Come on, Neb" hs comminded, '
“and wo'll findfout who lives Here."

The window faced the west, and he
came Wp the low bank to whers M
door mmt'd the porth in muuq
darkness. 'Cnder the sbadow of thel|
cottonwoodn he could  wee nothing,
groplng his way, with hands extended,
His fool struck u flat wione, asd ha
plunged forward. eiriking the ynlatahe
ed door vo bedvily as to wwing It open,
and fell partially forvard inw the
room.  Aw be siruggled to hls knees,
Neb'n black face peering punt him tats
the lighted Interlor, be seemed to per-
eglve In one  wwift, comprebansive
Klance, every revenled detail A lﬂlll
burned on & rudely construced set of
drawers pear thy wiidow, snd & wood
fire blnged rodly In a stone fireplace
opponite, the yellow and red lights
blendlng In u puculiar glow ef color,
Under this radiance wers revealsd the
rough log walls plastered with yellow
elay, and hung sbout with the skins
of wild animals, & rougbly made table,
bare except for u book Iying upon 18,
and a few ordinary appearing bozes,
evidently utlllied ns seats, together
with & barrel cut €0 us (o makes & com-
fortubile chnlr. In the back wall was
A door, purtlally open, spparestly
lending Into a kecond room, Thal was
all, except the wonian.

Kelth must have percelved all {hese
in that first hurrled glanoe, for M
were aver witer closely whsoclnted to-
gother In his niind, yet at the moment
he posgeskad 0o olear thought of any-
thing except her. She wtood dlrectly
behind the table, where sha must have
sprung hastlly at tho firat mnq et
thelr appronch, clutching at the l'ﬁlll‘
mantel above the Areplace, and
toward llm, her tace whits, her
coming In sobs. At fimt he M'
the vision a dream, a dellrium bora
from his long struggls; he mu
conecelve the ponnibiiity of such &
ence In this lonely place, and
ing to his feet. gazed widly,
At the slender, gray. clad figure,
most girlish face llllﬂ‘l‘ the

|

forth lpirlh of lindh.ull
dragging the dazed negro m
suapping the latch behind him.
he glanced around sgatn
Hoved the vislon con
would have varished,
she yet remained, those
Irightened brown eyos, with K
of haif hiding thelr depths, loc
rectly Into his own; only now.
sllghtly ohanged her po-hm.

flakh he comprehended that th
roslity—Aosh  and ulou—h‘-
tha swift Inkifnet
nutibed, nerveless |
bis hnt, wnd he bowed
fore her.

“Pardon me," he sald,
volen with diffieulty. *] fell
atep, but—but [ dun‘l
& womnan heret
He hentd her quiok
ed o slight change In the sxpre
the dark eyes, and caught the gl
of the firollght an a nwim
lewnred hand, )
“What did you expect to
“1 hardly know," he exp
Iy; “we stumbled on this hot
dent. 1 gidn't kpow lhm
cabln In ali this valley.”
“Then you are not  here
purpdse’ to meet Wit any one
“No; we wery lost, and had
Iito camp up aluve, .}uu wa
ored your Il.;llt."
"Whers do yon coma
Kelth hesitated ]m an Anw
Ialuohood Was neye
he waw no octasiom fer
now, |

“Carson Clty,"

“What brought you heret:
“'We started for the ‘Bar X' ran
down, below, on the Canadian; gob
enught In & sandstorm, sl uml Just
fdrifted. 1 do not know within twenty:

miies of where wo ure'

She drew u denp hreath of W.

cealed rellef,

“Are you alonsr™

“The mogro and I—yes; and

Haven't tha nlightest reason ullw-

ATTUIL OF Us—we'rd puans ™ MI- -

Hhe looksd at him aenrchingly, Hin-

romething In Kelth's cléansut fy

wofwed  to bring ronsstranck, ec

dence 1o the mun,

‘I am not afrdd” ghe xnawers:
15 toward hiln arotmd’ the whort

“Only 1t In so lonely hers, and: °

i stertind me, hirkting fn wi b )

warning,  Hut you lsoksallvright, s

I am golng  to Welleve your m_l_'r,‘“ Ly

What |s your paniey”

"Knlth—Jnek Kalth."

YA oowmng L

“A little of everything, I,

tong. "JL plsim vlm ‘hax




