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CHAPTFR Wwk KHlh. typical bw-r- r

plalnhinan, rltlttipi Hlnnjr Hitr HaiitA
trull un .h" lookout for ruatnlna; war

9wtUa of tavitHwi. Keith had won hli
wn at captain In a Vlim.

Jannc the -- ivtl war. lie hud lfft th
mlc to find his old anuthent home In

bt fii-n- t'Uff-- and the
of wild wi'Mlcrn life hud allured

fcm. lie notl' ea a ramp ftrt ul
and then iwi a lrttm attached to

m wactiti uud at full gallop pursued by
Jft on

CHAITKII Kflth rmtehM
wagon tha raid? hav maaKRtrfd
Mivn. aliot tli hora and ihpartiMj.

w ir i' th vl. Mm niidin pipra
a4 ft t with ft wiinmn'i porir.tit. lit;
asulvi'K tu hunt down tliu inurdwrera.

CHAPTEK III Keith rnrha Caraon
Uy onil arrral'Hl thir riiurjc'd will)

and tin Iwo travelera.
Mu Mofuser Hi van a Black a

piiinan.

CHAITEU IV They can readily ftwpar
rrlirif nn Keith. Tha tair to

ftt&t fully .reu lifting tho pert! of itl tor--

Jun: f. A vump.tnlon In iiin li a
saacrn. Klio linn h Is NeUand t'sMl

knew tit Keith family back In Vir-

eilAfTnt known ahnut th
inuraVrf-- nn from Hi

KtMth. li iitiVK on- - v.'as John f itl' '.
llier fjfii. 1111)1 WiiHf, firfrurly uh

In In' (tini vUMute army.

CITAPTKtt and hi"
svaaawe Hi 11O orupo irmu lite ceti.

CHAITKH two fugitive bo- -

ana iont in tin:- Nana awi-rt-

CMAI'TKH VUl.rThoy com- - .ran
wina tt;ui UihJ iu Unio u .,;-!- ti- In

eautiful youiiy Kflih fr t:nit a
m as r uv aw at t timuii .)iy.

CIIAl'TP:it r-rl rx!ilif 'that
wm caiiw Ur n of m umi

ia ii.nl 1 ni-'- fri'iii Hi army Htm
PMtf ul a Mr. Ilawl-- v. wlu lr,..l tndt
Wf tu ronw to tlic cunin while ha aouuhl
! tncalv lir uiul.ier.

TTfAlTKIt X- - Hawliy apiwnr. und
Xvllli In iHtin li- - ogtilifH lilw B tlm

vtnrtouii' IiIh k Dart. liuwly (rlii to
kiva tu (nt girl.

llAITKIt.VI.

Tho Flflht Irt the Dirk
Had tlc nttm bucti HUrd. with uten

tIth couM liHVt rMt rulneil hlnmelf
a lowci'tv 'Whftt4vp hT past mtRht

thin woman tutpoalod to him
flfnuigcly; nmlil not btllev ev il

C ber; he would hnvo died If nerd
In dtf"tiHe. Hut n It was, the

nety boat of llawloy jravc confidence
(i nu nuai ouijruine tu tins sirut;me 111

w dartt, even a jKisHllilHty of enrepe
tor thfm all. The gnmhliT. BKMtn-- of

ttitf confrnn'ed merely by a frnll
And not overscrupulous wouinn, had
twntored there alone; hud 'stationed

men beyond pound; had doubtless
instructed their, to Ignore Ri.y nolise
mt struggle which they might overhear
wfthln. It was these very arrunKe-HDt- s

for evil which now sffonlcd op-

portunity, and Keith crept forward,
Urt and ready, his teeth clenched,

tintids bare for contest. Kven al
Aaagll he surprised his antagonist. It
was going to be a fight for life; he
ftifv "Illack Ftart"
tatek as a cat, accustomed 10 every

of physical ejerclse. desperate
I tricky, using either knife or gun
klexily. Vrt It was now or never
all of them, and the plainsman felt
mercy, experienced no relnctiwice.

( reached the table, nn I ftnilrht- -

led np. silent, expectant. For an la--

stent there was no further sound; no

evidence of movement In the room.
Daw ley, puciied by the silence, was
Istenlng Intently In an endeavor to

Asa locate the girl through some
(uatllng, some slight motion. A knife,
aaockerf from the table, perhaps, as
she slipped softly past, full clattering
0 the floor, and the gambler leaped
asstantly forward. Keith's grip closed
Wkm Iron, on bis groping arm, while he
hot oue fist out toward where the

atssn'1 head should be. The blow
glanced, yet drove the fellow back-
ward, stumbling against the table, and
Keith closed In, grappling for the
VltohX. The othsr, startled by the

awipeetod attack, and scarcely rsaf-tkrn-

even yet tihe nature of his
struggled blindly to escape

fa lingers clawing at him, and flung

M hand down to the knife In his

Wl Warned by the movement, trie

aaaaflant drove his head Into the s

chest, sending him crashing to
taw floor, .falling hJmsjMf heavily' upon

prostrate Body. Hawle,y gave ut
tfanuice to one cry, half throttled In

ate threat, and .tftsn the twii grappled
aVrcety, so' Interlocked together, as to

hake w.mptrtw usnlmM. WhilTner Pie
assailant nitght be, the gupihKr was
felly, aware by now that be was being
orushed In the grakpof a lighting man,

and exerted.-eveT- wreHtlor"B . trick,
y ounce 0 strength, to break free,

struggled to hls kneea, only
ed backward by relentless
e he burled Keith slrie-th-

plalnsisnq's muscles
t eleel, and he gradually

Is pmdtlon. Neither claxod
rrlp In order to strike a

ilirr had sufficient breath
h- fli to utter a sound. They
In? for Ufa, silently, doe- -

like wild beasts, with no
lint to Injure the other. The

in teeth sank Into Kl IOl's arm,
latter In return jammed the

r ' ; ad back onta the puncheon
ously. - Perspiration streamed

ilr bodies, their fingers dutch;
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tfielr muscles" BtrolnetT to the utmost".

Keith had forgotten the girl, the ne-

gro, everything, dominated by the one
panslon to conquer. He waa swept by

a storm of. hatred, a desire to kill. In

tbolr fierce struggle the two hod roll-
ed close to the Are place, and In the
dull glow of the dying embers, "he
could perceive a faint outline of the
man's face. The sight added flame
to his mad passion, yet he could do
nothing except to cling to him, Jab-

bing his fingers Into the straining
throat

The negro ended the affair In his
own way, clawing blindly at the com:
batanta In the darkness, and finally,
determining which was the enemy, he
struok the gambler with the stock of
his gun, laying him out unconscious.
Keith, grasping the table, hauled him-

self to his feet, gasping for breath,
certain only that Hawley was no
longer struggling. For an Instant all
was blank, a mist of black vapor; then
a realisation of their Bltuatlon came
back In sudden flood of remembrance.
Kven yet he could see nothing, but
felt the motionless figure at his feet

"Quick," ho urged, the Instant he
could make himself speak. "The fel- -

'

.

They Were Fiohtlng for Life Silently,
Desperately. '

low 'Is only stunned; we must tie and
ling him. Is that you. Neb? Where is
the girl?"

"I am here, .('aptnln Keith,' and hV

neiird the soil rustle p( her dress
nrr.iHi the room. "What Is It I may'
do?"

"A coll of rope'or some straiis. with
a piece of cloth;1 anything you cuu
lay handt! .on."

She was some moments nl It. con-

fused by the ilnrkiiesn, nnd Hawley
moved slightly, lilt ialmred breathing
Kmwlng plainly perceptible. Keith
heard her groping toward blm, ami
held out his hands.- She started as lie
thus unexpectedly touched her, yol
made nn to break away.

"You yon frightened me a little."
she confessed. .'"This has nil happen:
ed so quickly I hardly realize yet just
what has occurred."

"The) action has only really begun."
he RSHtired her, still retaining his hold
upon her hand. "This was pieroly s
preliminary skirmish, nn.l you must
prepiro to bear your part In what
follows. We have settled Mr, Hawley
for the present, and now must deal
with his gnu."

"Oh, what would I have done if you
had not been here?"

"It us not think about that; we
were here, and now have a busy night
before us if we gel away safely. .Give
me the rope flrBt. Good! Here, Neb,
you must know how to use this not
too tight, but without leaving any pi y
to the arms; take the knife out ci '!'
'eit. Now for the cloth, tJ i
S'pe'n're " ','.',.Tlease do not call me that!'

"Hut you said It didn't make any
difference what 1 calltd you."

"1 though It didn't then, but It dool
now."

"Oh, I soe; we are already on a new
footing. Vet 1 must call you aotue-tblng.- "

tine hesitated Just loug enough for
him to notice It Klther sho lnul no
substitute ready at hand, or else doubt-
ed the advisability of confiding hnr
real name uuder present circumstances
to one so nearly a stranger.

"You may call me Hope."
"A name certainly 0f good omen,"

he returned. "From this moment I
shall forgot Christie yaelalre, and re-

member only Miss Hope. All right
Neb; now turn over a chair, and sit
your man up against It Hewlll rest
all the eimlcr In that position until Ills
gang arrives."

He thrust his head out of the door,
peering cautlWly forth Into the nlg'it
and llntenlug. A allele horse, prub-abl-

the one Hawley had been riding,
was tied t'o a dwarfed cotUinwatid near
too corner of the cabin. Nothing else
living was' visible.

"I am goli:geto round up our horses,
and leitrn the condition of lluwley's
r.ulllt," he amiouniM-- lu a low voice.
' rMnuy be gone for flftiou or twenty
.iiiu.ut.cn, nnd, niunuwkile, Miss llu".
.,.')t riady i'tir a loni; ride. Neb, Bland
lu re close beside the door, and If any
wne tries to come in .brain him with
your I'll rap three times
when 1 rni.rn."

lio slipped out into the silent night,
und crept cuutliuiftlr around the enjj,
of tho dark cabin. The distinct chaifce
In the girl's attitude of friendship to-

ward- him, her every evident .desire
that he should think well of her, to-

gether with' the providential opiiortu-hlt- y

for escaiie, had left blm fun of
confldrnco. The gambler 'liad played
blindly, Into their hands, and Keith
was, quick 'enough to accept the ad
vantage. It was a risk to himself, to
be sure, thus turning again to the
northward, yet the clear duty he owed
the cjrl loft such a choice almost Im

perative. He certainly could not drag
her along with him on bis flight Into
the wld Comanche country extend-
ing beyond the Canadian. She must
at the vory least, be tlrst returned to
the protection of the
ulong the Arkansas. After that had
been accomplished, he would consider
his own safety. He wondered If Hope
really was tics, name, and whether it
was the family cognomen, or her given
name. That she was Christie Maclulre
he had no question, yet that artlsnu
embellishment was probubly merely
assumed for the work of the concert
hall. Both he and Hawley could
scarcely be mistaken as to hur identi-
ty In this respect, and, Indeed, she hud
never openly denied the fuct Yet she
did not at all seem to be that kln.l,
and Keith mentally contrasted her
with numerous others whom he bud
somewhat Intimately known along the
border circuit. It was difficult to as-

sociate her with that class; she must
have come originally from some excel
lent fanrily East, and been driven to
the life by necessity; she was more to
be pitied than blamed. Keith held no
puritanical views of life his own ex
periences had been too rough and
democratic for thai yet he clung te
naciously to on ideal of womanhood
which could not be lowered. However
Interested he might otherwise feel.
no Christie Maclulre could ever find
entrance Into the deeps of his heart
where dwelt alone the memory of his
mother. ..

He found the other horses turned
Into the corral, anil was able, .from
their restlesH movements, to decide
they nun bered elsht. A lire, nearly
extinguished,- glowed dully at th
fnrther corner of the enclosure, and
he craw led close enough to dltitlnpul1!!
the Tocunilient forms of men sleeplfi
aiiout If on the around. Apparently
no ?;iard had been set the fellnws.be- -

liie, worn )ttt fi'mri their leng .ride, and
ei,al-- n ;0f. siifefly in
split. rlevliles, Hawley had probably
WMimed- that duty, and told them to
cut whatever sieen they could. How
."ver, the gate of the cnrral opened h.
ride their lire, nnd Keith' dare iv.

! ur upon .my of th ir
I.'ur.'.rft,. or leading them , out pani

thy slent. There ndcht
'e clipper.'! in the cabin with which ho
coii'd cut the v liv.-- yet If en-.- ' of the
law. awoke, and dcoverei) the herd
ahv-nf- ; it would remilt hi an ainnii
r.ml lead to early pursuit It was far
si-- r to. ue tvir own ponies. K
Wu:d H;iyv!ey's horse (plet
ihrpugh the Water, and they con.
mornt 011 thp other shore. This plan
w t' led; he went at It swiftly, .riding
the raptured aalpial while rounding
Up the otlurs. and ffisrenlng .the throe
to vtunted trerf on the optioidte hank.

within the cabin remained
exactly as he had lett It, and he brlejlv
exp!nlned the situation, examlng Haw
ley's bonds again carefully while do
ing tn.

"He'll re:anla there all rlht until
hi? men Tnd him." he declared, pop!-u- s

tlvely, "and that ought, to give a
cm d six hours' start Come; Miss
Ho'ie, every minute counts how-

He held her sr;i. not unconsclotiB of
Hh round shapeliness, as he helped her
down the rather steep hank through
the dense gloom. Then the two m
Joined hands, and carrying her be
tween them, wnded. the shallow
stream. The herpes, not yet sufficient
ly rested to be frisky, accepted their
burdens meekly enough, and, with

a word spoken, the three rode
away silently Into the gloom of the
tilntit.

CHAPTER XII.

Through the Night Shadows.
Keith had very little to guide film,

vs he could not determine whether
tb 9 mysterious cabin on the Salt Fork

; '.0 east or west of the usual cattle
trail leading don to the Canadian.
Vet he felt reasonably assured that
(ho general trend of the country lying
between the smaller stream and the
.allay of the Arkansas would be simi-
lar to that with which he was already
acquainted. It was merely a. wild
stretch of sandy desolation, across
which their horses would leave scarce-
ly any trail, and even that little would
be quickly obliterated by tho first puff
of wind. As they drew In toward the
river valley this plain would change
Into sand dunes, baffling nnd confus-
ing, but no matter how hard they
pressed forward. It must be dayllsht
long before they could hope to reach
these, and this would give him oppor-
tunity to spy o&t some familiar land-
mark which would guide them to the
'ford. Mcauwhlle, he must head as di-

rectly nortji as possible, trusting the
horses to liHd footing.

It was plains Instinct, or rather
long training la the opon, which en-

abled him to retain any true sense of
direction, tor beyond the harrow
fringe of oo.ttonwoods along the
stream, nothing was vlsllde, the. eyes
scarcely able even to dlsttiiBulnh
where earth and sky met. They ad-

vanced across a"hafe level, without
elevation or.depressloa, yet the sand
appeared sufficiently solid, so that
their horses were forced Into
Ing lope, and they seemed to' fairiy
prens aside the black curtain,', which
as Instantly swung shut once more,
ail closed them In., The ptyundinp,
hoofs made little noise, and

steadily .'onward,- closelj
hunched together, so as not to lose
each othor, dim, spt:trul shadows

through the nlfcht, a very, part of
that grim desolation sarroundlup,
them. No one of the three felt like
spunking; the gloomy,, broodls."; des-

ert .oppressed tliem,, their vagrant
thranliks aesuining the tinge oft-hel-

surrsiidlngs; their hope centered on
Ke'th rodn, gratmlnK the rein

of the woman's horse in his left hand,
and bending low In vain effort at pick-
ing a path. Ho had nothing to aim
to ward yet sturdy coiuldeneu In his

J

expert plalnscraft yielded him suff-
icient sense of direction. He had noted
tha bark of the cottonwoods, the direc-
tion of the wind, and steered a course
accordingly straight northward, alert
to overt any variation.

The girl rode easily, although In a
man's saddle, the stirrups much too
long. Keith glanced aside with swift
approval at the erectneBS with which
she sat, the loosened rein In her hand,
the slight swaying of her form. He
could appreciate horse aianship, and
the easy manner In which she rode
relieved him of one anxiety. It even
caused him to break the silence;

"You are evidently accustomed to
riding, MIbs Hope."

She glanced across at htm through
the darkness, as though Buddenly sur-

prised from thought her words not
coming quickly. '.

"1 cannot remember when I first
mounted a horse; In earliest child-
hood, surely, although I have not rid-

den much of late. This one Is like a
rocking chair."

."He belonged to your friend, Mr.
Hawley." ':

She drew a quick breath, her face
again turned forward.

"Who who Is that man? Do you
know?"

"I possess a passing acquaintance."
ne answered, uncertain yet how muck
to fell her, but tempted to reveal all
In test of her real character. "Few do
not who live along the Kansas bor-

der."'. :;'
"Do you mean he Is a notoriously

hud character?"
"I have never heard of his being

held up as a model to the. young. Miss
Miss Hope'.be returned more soberly.
convinced that she truly possessed no
real ' knowledge regarding the man,
and was not merely pretending

,"1 had never heard him called
Hawley beforfi, and. therefore, foiled
to recognize him under that respect-

able name. .But I knew lilt-- voire the
moment he entered the cnhln. and real-

ized that some devilment was afoot.
Every town along this frontier has his
record, and I've met. him maybe a

doxen.' times In the post three years.
He is known ,a(- 'lV.ack Hart:' is a
gambler by profession, a desperado by

reputation, and a cur by nature. Just
now I suspect him of being even deep-

er In the nitre than this."
He could tell by the quick, clasping

of her hands on the pommel of the
saddle the effect of his words, hut
waited until the silence compelled her
to freak. '''""Oh, I didn't know! You do not be-

lieve that I ever suspected such a

thine? That I ever mot him there
understanding who he was?"

"No, I do not," he answered. "What
I ovrr!e:'.rd brtween you convinc"'
r.;e yon were the victim of dec.it. P'l
voiu' goliig to that place alone, was a
..:ot. rechif ss act;"

The lifted her hand to;her eyes,
herd drooping forward.

'"Yn't It what ho told me the
mil :,t: lion of a ranch?"

''.'.o;, I have ridden this country for
nnd there Is no ranch pasturing

cni Mu: along the Bait. Fork, llli a Uc;:c,
I want you to comprehend whet it Is

you have escaped from; what you art
tiow fief lug from. Within the last two
years an apparently organized body

uut.aws have been operating
li.roi'iihout this entire region. Often-tin-

disguised as Indians, they hava
t( rrorlr.ed the Santa Fe trail for two
hundred miles, killing travelers in
seiail parties, and driving off stock.
There nre few ranches as far west as
this, but these have all suffered from
raids. These fellows have done more
to precipitate the present Indian war
than any act of the savages. They
have endeavored to make the author!
tics believe that Indians were guilty
of thelr'deeds of murder and robbery.
Both troops and volunteers have tried
to hold the gang up, but they scatter
and disappear, as though swallowed
by the desert I have been out twice,
hard on their trail, only to come back
baffled. Now, I think accident has
given me the clue."

She straightened up; glancing
at biin through the dark-

ness.
"This is what I mean, Miss Hope.

1 suspect that cabin to be the ren-

dezvous of those fellows, and I half
believe Hawley to be their leader."

"Then you will report all this to the
authorities?"

He Bmlled grimly, his lips com-

pressed.
"I hardly think so; at least, not for

the present I am not blood-thirst-

or enamored of but I

happen to have a personal lute rest In

this particular 'affair which I should
prefer to settle alone." He paused,
swiftly reviewing the circumstances
of their short, acnuair-.tnuce- aad .as
suddenly determined to trust her dis-

cretion. Deep down In his henrt he
rather wanted Iter to. know. "The fart
of the matter Is, that, Neb anil I here
were, the ones that particular posse
were trailing;"

"You!" heT voice falfcered. "He
ald thuse lues were under arrest

for murder, ami had broken Jail."
"He also said It was easy to con-

vict men lu this coustxy If yon only

knew how. It Is true we broke Jail,
but only In order to save our lives; It
was the only way. Technically, we
are outlaw s, and now run the risk of
Immediate by- returutnt;
north of the Arkansas. We came to
you fugitives; I : was charged with
murder, the negro wlln assault So,
you see. Miss Hope, the desprate
class of men you are now' associating
with."

The slight bitterness In hi a tone
stung the girl Into resentment. 8he
was looking straight at him, but In

the gloom he could not discern the
expression of her eyes.

"I dun't believe It" she' exclaimed
decisively, "you you do not look like
that!"

i"My appearance may be miSlclent to

convince you," he returned, rather dry-

ly, --but would weigh little before a
Western court. Unfortunately, the
evidence was strong against me; or
would have been had the case ever
come to a trial. The strange thing
about It was that both warrants were
sworn out by the same complainant
and apparently for a Blmllar purpose
'Black Bart' Hawloy." .

"What purpose?"
"To keep us from telling what we

knew regarding a certain crime, In

which either he, or some of hU Inti-

mate friends, were deeply interested."
"But It would all come out at the

trial, wouldn't It?"
"There was to be no trial; Judge
Lynch settleB the majority of auch
cases out here at present It 1b ex-

tremely simple. Listen, and I will tell
you the story."

He reviewed briefly those occur-

rences leading directly up to his ar-

rest, saying little regarding the hor-

rors of that Bcene witnessed near the
Ctmmarnn Crossing, but; making suff-
iciently clear his very slight connec-

tion with It, and the reason those who

were guilty of the were bo anx-

ious to get him out of '' i way. She
listened Intently, asking few ques-

tions, until he ended. Then they both

looked up, conscious that df-"'- was
becoming gray In the east. Kelth'B

first thought was one of relief the
bright sky showed him they were rid-

ing straight north.

CHAPTER XIII. ,

I

The Ford of the Arkansas. I

They were Btlll In the midst of the
yellow- - featurelesB plain, but the weary
horses had slowed down to a walk,
the heavy sand retarding progress. It
was a gloomy, depressing scene in the
spectra! graV light, a wide circle of
Intense loneliness, unbroken by either .:

dwarfed shrub or bunch of grass, 0
Sarren expanse stretching to the sky.
Vague cloud shadows seemed lo flt
across the level surface, assuming fan-- '
rafitlc shapes, but all of the same dull
coloring, Imperfect and unfinished.

seemed tangible or real, but
rather Borne grotesque picture of de-

lirium, ever merging Into another yet
more hideous. The very silence of

those surrounding wastes seemed bur-

densome, aildlng Immeasurably to the
horror. They were but epecks crawl- -

as
along

the

the

It

Wm
Vglowlng

It

uuira in. u. ....
wore, drawn until It

shadowed eyes. It a
easily with frontier

concert or surrender
round and lips

fullrO'et
that of pure

She puzzled
scarcely 10

believe, or to
her.

friends should

he finally, anxious to break
for had spoken

tale. "It
long Hawley's
predicament, welkin

rings profanity.
even haze

out yonder."
turned eyes

slightest trace of smile
of depths of their

remain
Will follow

you
time

us
without

(dowdy. "We iiossess
that their

located, 'llluck will
a private grudge to revenge.

If
hlni! worry, MIsb Hope;

start,
been strong enough to cover

Do you see that dark
ahead?"

"Yes; Is It 0 cloud?"
"No; the Arkansas Band I

am Holng to try to
Then

Neb
has packed behind, hlni, and

hour or look tired,
I koep for that

distance, safely
then."

"Indeed, am tired; strain
In cabin, and

at night
but I

Hur voice proved her
though It determined enough, ad

to sudden Impulse, Jut
his haud, and permitted It to t

upon hers, across pomiet
Her eyes drooped, out there wa no
change of poBture.

"Your nerve 16 right," hesald,
admiringly, "you shown yourself
a brave girl."

"1 could not a and bo
my father's daughter," sly? replied,
with an odd of pride In her
choking voice, "but I have been afraid,
and and I am still."

"Of Surely, not that those
fellows will ever catch with us?"

"No, I only there
Is a I cannot seem to shake off,
as If Borne evil Impended, the

I con feel, but not Bee.
you ever experienced any such pre-
monition?"

laughed, withdrawing
"I think not. I am too prosalo

a mortal to allow dreams to worry me.
So far I have discovered sufficient
tronble In real life to keep my brain
active. Even cannot forget how
hungry I am."

She did not comprehending
how useless It would be to explain,
and a little ashamed of her own 111-

defined thus they rode on In
silence. He did not notice that
glanced aside at him shyly, marking

I the outline his clear-cu- t features,
I It was a manly face, strong,
I of .character, the heao

poised, the shoulders
squared In spite of long night of

exertion. The depths of her
eyes brightened with appreciation. 1,

"I your story, Mr. Keith,"
she said at last softly.

story?" questlonlngly, and turn-
ing Instantly toward her.

"Yes; all that you have told
about what happened."

"Oh; I had almost forgotten
told It, but I never felt doubt but

you would believe. I don't think
I He to you."

It was no
with such evident honesty that her
eyes met his with

"There could no only
I you to know that I
you, and am grateful." ,

She extended hand this time,
and ho took It within his own, holdlnc
It firmly, yet what
to There was strong impulse
within to question her, to learn

frirH a,. th.
must proceed, three hours more would

bring them to the bank of the
Btream. They discussed their
briefly as the three sat together

warm revived both by th
food and brief rest. There was
not a great deal to be determined?
only where the girl should be left, and
hn ,h fwB . . ,, .

--.. k...i
Fort Lamed the nearest and

safest of
expressing any desire to ad-

venture themselves within the Imme-
diate neighborhood of Carson City.
What her future plana might b9
not revealed, and Keith any

duty plainly
ended with placing her a safe en-
vironment, and he felt convinced that
Mrs. of the Occidental
would furnish and, If necessary,
companionship. The sole problem re-
maining after rather listless-
ly agreed to an arrangement-w- as

to so the details ss to v'rmlt
the and himself to slip through,
the small town clustered about the
post., without attracting atten-
tion. No doubt Btory of their es-
cape already reached there, em- -

belllshed by telling, and serious trou-
ble might result discovery. Keith
was at the slight interest
she exhibited these arrangements,
merely signifying acquiescence by
a word, but he charged It to physical
weariness, and reaction from hor '

of perfl; vet he took pains
explain fully bis plan, and to gain
her consent.

finally they mounted
nmln and rode nn lnne,...,., .,, v.ienln
headed as straight as possible toward
the river. Theford sought some
miles stream, but with the

mitigated, they mode
excellent progress, and arrived, at the

early In the evening. Not In
the day had they encountered a liv-

ing or seen a moving thing
amid the desolation. Now,
iookln( acro to the a few'

lights told of Fort Larned
perched the opposite bluffs.

(To be continued next week.)

ing underneath the sky the only llv- - then and there her own life story. Yet, --

In?, moving objects In all that lm- somehow, the reticence of girl
house circle of desolation and death, restrained him; he could not dellber-Kelt-h

turned In his saddle, looking atcly probe beneath the veil she kept
hack paaf Neb who swayed in his lowered between Until she

'seat, with head lolling on his breast chose to lift It herself voluntarily, he
thxiuch asleep, his horse plodding possessed no right to Intrude. Tha

'after the others the slight trail , Ker:i!en-.r..;l- ' younger,
they made across derort So' ye::I-- s held hint silent, realizing elear?
far as eye could reach nothing moved, ly t!mt whatever secret might

apparently Misled; Fronting , nata Mer life, It was hers to conceal
again to the north ho looked upon , jBt. s0 Iong as 5l!e pleased. Out ot
jame grim barren-ss- , only that far tnla ,trUBg.e 0f repression he
Jtt, llgalnst tue lighter background of managed to say: .. .

dittant tky. there visible a t appreciate your confidence, and
blur, a bluish which he believed ,e!ln to prove worlny. perhaps some
to be the distant sand border-- ,

day , Clln brlBg tne proofs." '

Ian the Arkansas. The Intense drcari- - f
necd none other own

nc of all lelt a fooling of depression, word."
His eyes turnid and tho girl .. v'but possloly you are t00 MBlly
riding slltntly beside him. The same convluced; you belleved ln Hawley."
'coM of depression visible upon .

sh9 looked at Bearchlngly, her, .
her face, and she gazing off Into eyM ner cheekg fluaBei.
the dull distance with lack luster Yea ghe BaJ(1 glow,y convlnclng.
Tvr slender form leaning forward, her , ,y .., know , d,d. ,j anx.
hni'.ds clasped across the pommel. ou8 t0 De neIped but this Is e

krng weariness of. the night feri rt" '
eft trace. n brag face, robbing ,iu waa the sun pitiless andof some of freshness, yet Keith above Bt fcund more attrac ive in the grow- - j w,tlln

iPg dayllsht than amid, the lamp shad- -
dunM; and dowa

I
ows ot he evening He had ffieager luncn. Thelr , of waternot previously realized the .peculiar was llmlM and the ejhau8ted nlea
clearness of her rosecomplexion must wat unt theJ. reached th rtver
tint showing through the skin, to qaench thelr tbnt yet tWg
or the soft and silky fineness ot her y,ry faf 0(t now mi KeUh nad
hair, which, disarranged, was strange- -

en0U(th f thelr Burround,ng8 to locata
ucvuuims uiiu
hat she low

her was not face
tobe associated

halls, any to
evil; jthe chin firm, the

sufficiently compressed;
expression and

dignified womanhood.
" Knew wnui
exactly how act toward I

"Our back yonder be
turning out from the cerral by now,"

said,
silence, she not since
he ended hlB will not be

they discover
and perhaps the

already with That
may account for the blue

She her toward him,
and the a,

out the
weariness.

"if they would only satisfied
with that. they us, do

thhrk? And are we far enough
awRy by this to be Bnfe?"

"It Is hardly likely they will let
escape a chase," be answered

too much Infor-

mation nojv we have ren-

dezvous and Hart'
- I

wonder ho suspects who attacked
Hut don't

we have miles the and the wind
hns our
triiH. Irregular:
lty

dunes.
keep the horses.l

moving we arrive there.
,ve will halt and eat whatever

rest for
an two. Yon very
but hope you can lip

We shall be out of
sii.-h-t

x
I the of

waiting alone thaf all
th happened last have tried;
me severely, But can go
through."

weakness,
was

Keith, yielding
out

clasped the

all
have

be coward

accent

what?
up

hardly know what,
dread

coming;
of which Have

He his hand.
far

nowl

answer,

fears, and
she

of
alive, full

firmly brood '

the
weary

believe,

"My

me

havlnc
any

what
could

compliment, but spoken

frankness.
be necessity;

wanted trust

her

without knowing
answer.

Mm

nn.i.inn ,1,,

surely
plans'

on
the sand,

the

. .

was
place for their charge, none

the party

were
forcbore

direct questioning. His
In

Murphy, Hotel,
room,

she had
auch

plan
negro

undue
the

nad

from
surprised

In
her
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night to

This B..tled.
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was
down
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object,
surrounding

north.
gleaming
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them.
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