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THE KISS
1 STEALER

He Was Very Adroit In

Jlis Thefts

By P. A. MITCHEL

The railroad, like everything else, Is
development The first rails were

trap Iron on wooden beams. The first
ar was a stagecoach, then several

stagecoaches together mounted on

wheels. Then came the passenger car
of the present day, only much smaller.
When these cars were pulled through

i a tunnel the passengers were left In
: total darkness. Indeed, the lighting of
railway cars passing through tunnels
la a feature of recent years.

When Tom Arnold was about to re-

turn to college for his sophomore year
be was asked If he would escort a little
s;lrl who was going In the same direc-

tion to boarding school. Tom didn't
like being burdened with the care of a

"little girl," but he couldn't very well

decline. When he saw his charge he

didn't mind taking care of her so much
as he bad thought he would. Lucy
Atwood waa fourteen years old, but
tall enough for a girl of sixteen. She
was very demure and appeared to be
utterly devoid of conversational pow--

era. Her protector, having reached the
advanced age (to her) of eighteen,
probably filled her with such awe as to
prevent conversation with blm. ,

But If Miss Atwood was tongue tied
she was very pretty. There Is nothing

more delicate, to a young man espe-

cially, than a pair of pink coral lips.
tncy'a complexion was as soft and
downy as a peach, and her Hps were a
combination of beautiful curves. Tom
couldn't keep his eyes off them. He
was young and a sophomore in college,
a combination that can occur but once
in a man's life. His thoughts, his ar-

guments, therefore were sophomoric:
"I have been burdened with the care

of a tongue tied kid without recom-

pense. It behooves me to look out for
my own reward. I don't know any
payment that would suit me better
than Just one kiss of those lips. In
half an hour we'll get to the tunnel. It
requires three minutes for a train to
go through it, and one can do a great
deal in three minutes."

This was the basis of a plan Tom
formed. Before reaching the tunnel
he would go into another car, first
noting the exact position of his charge.
As soon as the train plunged Into dark-nes- a

he would r, make his way
to where Lucy sat, take the kiss and
retire. Some time after the train bad
emerged Into the light he would go

.back to his seat, yawn, take np a
newspaper and begin to read as if
unconscious of anything eventful hav-

ing happened.
It was a very pretty scheme, but

more tempting to a youngster of eight-

een than to a full fledged man. There
was one thing about It however, that
Tom didn't like. The kid had been
placed in his care, and he didn't con-aid-

It quite honorable to avail him-el- f

of the situation to take what didn't
belong to him. But the more criminal
the act, the more horror attached to
being found out, the more attractive
Ibe scheme.

Tom sat looking sideways at those
Hps, before which every vestige of
honor faded. Nevertheless as the train
approached the tunnel his courage be-

gan to fall him. What an awful thing
for him to do! But how nice! Sup-

pose the girl should scream and some
one should grab him! The very
thought gave him the shivers. But he
was at an age when the greater the
risk the greater the temptation. He
fell, and great was the fall thereof.

He had often been through the tun-

nel and knew the approaches well.
Borne ten minutes before the train
reached it be told bis charge that he
would go into the smoking car for a
while if she didn't mind sitting alone.
Bhe said she didn't, and Tom, having
noted that the seat waa the third one
from the door on the right left the
car. He didn't smoke, fearing that
the odor of tobacco would give him
away. He sat looking out through a
window, a prey to numerous emotions.
.When the train entered the tunnel,

gammoning all his resolution, he hur-

ried Into the car be had left and count-

ed the seats on the right by putting a
band on each till he came to the seat
required. Folding Lucy In his arms,
be took the desired kiss. There waa a
mothered cry, followed In a few mo-

ments by the sound of ah opening and
closing door, then no other than the
rattling of the train, ,

When daylight came again several
passengers who sat near Lucy looked

, In her direction for an explanation of
the cry they bud heard. She gave no
Indication of anything unusual. She
was wiping the dust from her face
with her handkerchief. She would re-

move a portion of it, look at the smudge
It bad made on her liumlkerclilef, then

. rub off some more, scrutinizing it also,
especially in one corner.

Some twenty minutes after the train
bad left the tunnel Tom Arnold came
back and sat down beslda bis charge.
Had Lucy looked him In the face she
would surely have seen signs of guilt
which, despite his efforts, he was un-

able to conceal, but she was looking
out through the window and did not

live him a glance.
Tom was delighted wltb the success

Mm st'UOJUtt was Dot the kiss

that pleased him, for to have enjoyed

that he should have been Intent upon
It rather than on committing a robbery,
It was the fact that be had carried out j

his scheme without having been detect-
ed. He wondered that Lucy made no
mention of the Btolen kiss, but a very
young and delicate inlss might feel
abashed at communicating such a thing
to a young man.

When the Journey was ended and
Tom left bis charge at the door of her
school he looked scrutiulzingly into
her eyes to see if he could detect any
evidence of her suspecting him. Sbe
returned his guze with a childlike sim-

plicity that reassured bim, and he left
her feeling very comfortable.

One June morning, when the trees,
the flowers and especially the roses
were In bloom, a young man who had
been invited to spend a week end at
the country place of a friend sauntered
out on the veranda in negligee summer
costume, plucked a rose, sniffed It, put
it In the buttonhole of bis flannel coat,
descended the steps and strolled about
the grounds. Having examined the
tennis court the stables and other fea-

tures of the place, he sauntered toward
a hedge, which was just the height to
enable him to look over It In the ad-

joining grounds was a pagoda, In the
pagoda a hammock and in the ham-

mock a feminine figure. But whether
the lady was old, middle aged or young
he could not see. He thought be would
like to satisfy himself on this point
Walking back and forth along the
hedge, he looked for an opening. At
length, finding a place where the hedge
was thinner than at others and stoop-

ing, he wormed bis way through, though
when he reached the other side his
costume was somewhat disarranged.

Brushing off the dirt and straighten-
ing the hang of his clothing, he saun-

tered toward the pagoda. There was
no movement of the figure in the ham-

mock, and, the morning being warm, be
fancied the occupant might be asleep.
He had no business In the grounds,
but he was a venturesome fellow, with
no end of resource and assurance, and
had an excuse ready In case be met
any one. Drawing gradually nearer to
the pagoda, he finally reached a point
near enough for him to see a lady
asleep in the hammock.

She was young about twenty and
fair to look upon. She seemed to be
sleeping so soundly that the young
man drew nearer, even to the steps of
the pagoda. There was something In
the face of the sleeper that seemed
familiar to him. He thought that he
had seen ber before, then that be had
not vibrating between these two opin-

ions, at last deciding that he bad not
One feature especially charmed him
the lady had a very klssable mouth.
, For a young man to stand looking at
a young lady asleep with a klssable
mouth Is dangerous not so dangerous
to the young lady as the young man,
for there Is certainly no harm in one
being kissed who doesn't know of the
fact But the young man taking that
which does not belong to blm is liable
to the consequences of bis rash act
Then suppose the lady Is awakened by
the process! Such a contingency would
naturally strike terror into any sensi-

tive man.
The watcher drew nearer and nearer

on tiptoe till he reached the hammock.
then, bending over the sleeper, in one
of the alternate risings and bendlngs
finally lightly touched the Hps with his.
The sleeper slumbered on. Not a mus
cle twitched. The young man was
tempted to take another, but suddenly
the abyss on which he stood occurred
to him, and. turning, he tiptoed away
to the opening of the hedge and passed
through. Then he began to wonder at
the recklessness, the folly, the awful-nes- s

of what he had done.
When he untied his scarf nt dressing

for dinner that same evening he missed
a stickpin surmounted with a horse-
shoe that he had worn during the day.
He wondered how and where he had
lost it Then he remembered working
bis way through the hedge. He must
have dropped it there, ne was tempt-
ed to go out and look for it, but he had
barely time to dress for dinner, so he
must needs put off the search till morn-
ing.

When he went down to dinner whom
should be see but the girl be bnd kissed
in the hammock. He was seized with
a terrible fright, but on being present-
ed to her she gave no evidence what-
ever of ever having seen, met or heard
of him before. He was assigned to her
for a dinner companion, and by the
time they were seated at table be bad
regained enough of his equanimity to
remark that it had been a very hot
day, that he hoped it would be cooler
tomorrow and that he feared the sum-
mer would be an oppressive one.

However, the lady made it easy for
him by being agreeable, and he gradu-
ally forgot, that If she knew how he
bad robbed her she would despise blm.
After dinner the company strolled out
on to the veranda and spent the even
lng under the moonlight amid the fra-
grance of roses. The thief of the kiss
quite recovered from any qualms of
conscience and was glad he had dono
It especially since the girl bad not
awakened.

On Monday the young man took an
early train to the city. When the post-

man arrived during the afternoon he
irouglit a Kin n package addressed to
fhomns Arnold, Esq. Opening it, the
recipient took out a handkerchief, In

ne corner of which were. his initials
and a stickpin with a horseshoe mount-
ing. .'

Arnold sank down in a chulr, with a

moan.
He saw it all. When ho had kissed

the girl In tlio tunnel she had snatched
bis hnlndkerchlef from Ills pocket. She
bad since grown to tie a young lady,
and after he had kissed her a second
time she had found his stickpin under
tb beds.
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WHAT IS WORN.

Coats generally make the figure
look thicker than Is natural at
the waist Hue.

Collars on coats and waists
are both open, and high.

Many of the smartest.' new
waists are of stiff white mate-
rial. .. y

Some of the most airy-an-

filmy blouses have metallic lace
for foundation.

Circular cut flounces on Bklrts
have an .Increasing vogue.

Around the knees the fashion-
able skirt is ns narrow as ever.

The short skirts are bringing
out more fanciful stocking ef-

fects..-':

Modish shades are bright and
clear like the colors of flowers.

THE POPULAR VEILS.

Colored Lining Givee Chic to th New
French Fabrics.

The latest beauty veil is made of fine
black silk spider web net and lined
wltb flesh pink tulle. Two large
patches made of black velvet are plac-

ed at suitable points, one to fall at the
corner of the left eye and the other at
the corner of the mouth. This is a
specially becoming veil, flattering to
the complexion and very comfortable
to wear.

Another beauty veil which Is a great
favorite In Paris is made of pale helio-
trope net and dotted with a couple of
black patches. On fair complexions
heliotrope tulle Is very effective. The
same may be said of cobweb tulle in a
pale shade of lemon yellow.
. For ordinary wear"the favorite veil
is that made of flue black silk tulle
and dotted all over with white pin
spots. Pale rose tulle- - dotted with
white is also admirably becoming, and
for women who go in for looking smart
one can recommend the new veils in
electric blue tulle dotted with black
and white pin spots and finished wltb
black velvet patches.

A great deal depends upon the veil.
Some of these lengths of flue tulle are
real beautlflers. Others merely innke
the skin look hard or coarse. It is a
capital idea to stick to one particular
style of veil when it has been found to
be becoming.

ARTISTIC FURNISHINGS.

A Dainty Receptacle For Muaio Booka

or Record.
The charming music cabinet illus-

trated may be carried out In any wood
that suits the taste. It Is one of the
new art designs. The doors are fitted
with pressed glass on which is a con-

ventionalized crocus pattern. The
sheets of music may be filed inside the
cabinet and music books placed on the
shelf underneath. A cabinet of this
sort would be a convenient receptacle
for the rolls from the automatic piano
or the records of the phonograph.

The very latest .library and llvjng
room sets are beautiful examples of
conventionalized orientalism in color-

ing and design. Studying tboso em- -

MUSIO CABINET.

broldered sets huphazardly classified as
futuristic, we recognize them as defl
nitely oriental.

The Bets include scarf, pillow and
table mat One that attracted atten
tion was of rich green rep, done In
glistening fiber, in conventional design,
with the larger figures heavily padded
so that all of the embroidery formed
an exquisitely shaded study In golden
brown. :

A living room set of scarf, pillow
and table mat was made of leather
brown linen mummy cloth, rich in em
broidery of oriental design done in pea
cock blue, greens, terra cotta and
browns. The same color scheme was
varied in a mercerized rep band bag,
with a touch of red and black to glye
it a futurist tone. The bug wus lined
wltb emerald green satin.

Children's Hats.
Straw hnts of all sorts will be worn

by children, but silk hats will be worn,
too, and straw and silk will be com
blned. One popular hat shows a straw
brim of tan chip, with a crown of
darker crepe de chine. Three little
feather birds of brown unil yellow are
arranged lightly on the right side of
the straw band that holds In the full'
ness pf the silk puff at the bottom
Two of the birds are on silk covered
wire and they hover in humming bird
fashion above Um aaiuty hut

China's famous Iron mine, the Tayea.
the foremost in the far east, la espe-
cially notable for the ease with which
It Is worked. It stands peerless in the
world lu this respect, excavation re-

quiring no machine power. The work
Is done by hand by the Chinese coolies.
The mlue ls reputed to be inexhausti-
ble in its ore. In the days of the "three
kingdoms" the locality formed a thea-
ter of bloody fighting, and the vicinity
abounds in relics of that memorable
period iu Chinese history. It is about
3,030 Chinese utiles from Peking over-lau- d

and about 4.1)80 Chluese miles by
water. Tayehhslen Is traversed b.v
ranges of bills and mountains, the val
leys of which abound In Innumerable
lakes of all sizes, with wuter course
facilities. Consequently the locality Is
rich iu scenery of great beauty, and
the Chinese poets from olden times
have never tired of singing of the
'eight views" of Tayeli. In the neigh

borhood of the Tayeh iron mine are
found the ruins of ancient iron foun
dries, probably 1.000 years old. Millions
of tons of slug lie In heaps.

Settled the Question.
In IleReusliurg, in the middle ages.

the headsman died and three appli-
cants presented themselves for the
post. A test of their skill would set-

tle the matter. Accordingly three
criminals were brought forth for
slaughter.

Tho first headsman made with his
sword a tiny nick In the first criminal's
neck. "I'll lop him off Just there,"
he said, and, swinging his sword round
wltb a great swishiug sound, lo! be did
as he bud said be would.

The second beadsman tied a string
round his crlmluul's neck. "I'll cut
off his bead and bisect the string," be
said. And he did as he bad promised.

These two first headsmen now began
to study and ponder the neck of the
third criminal, asking whut proof of
Bklll the third beadsman should under-
take, when the latter wltb one vast
and Bplendld sword sweep cut off all
three beads, thus finishing the crimi
nal and his rivals together and win-

ning the heudsmnnsblp of Regensburg
amid the applause of all.

Harvard's Firat Building.
No man now living can describe as

an eyewitness tile' crudities of Har-
vard's first building, where the ground
floor was devoted lo academic uses, re-

ligious and literary exercises and the
purpose of refectory, kitchen and but-
tery, while above were students quar-
ters, mere cells of the rudest sort

The building was far from weather
proof, and more air than light was ad-

mitted by the windows, which were
only partly glazed, oiled paper serving
elsewhere to let In a few of the sun's
rays and keep out the "coarsest of the
cold." as Artemus Ward said when be
hung an old boopsklrt over bis cham-
ber window at the country hostelry In
midwinter.

Not even the most rudimentary of
table equipment was supplied at the
college eating room. - His own knife
and fork were carried by each student
when be went to dinner, and after he
had finished he wiped them on the

Waap Waiated Cretans,
In describing the civil guards at

Cauea, Mr. Trevor-Uutty- e In "Camping
In Crete," alludes to the Blender waists
of the Cretan men;

One point about the figures of these
men, he says, as of all the mountain
villagers. Is the extreme smullness of
their waists, which in some cases are
almost wasplike. It is Interesting to
observe that this has always been a

Cretan characteristic, for the figures
on the frescoes and vases in tho

section of the museum in Con-dl- u

(e. g., the famous "Cup Bearer")
have the same remarkuble sleuderuess
of waist

He Is not sure whether this slim
waist is natural or whether produced
by tight belting.

A Leeson In Morale.
MotherTNow. Willie, you told me a

falsehood. Do you know whut happens
to little boys who tell falsehoods?

Willie (sheepishly) No. ma'am.
Mother Why. a big black man with

only one eye in the center of his fore-bea- d

comes along and files with bim
up to the moon and mukes blm pick
sticks for the balance of bis life. Now,
you will never tell a falsehood again,
will you? It is awfully wicked. Puck.

Reaaon For Hie Popularity.
Stranger The' whole town seems to

be turning out to this funeral. The
deceased must have been very popu-

lar. Native Stranger, he was one man
In a million. After be bought his car
he gave everybody a ride that he had
promised to. Judge.

Wine Teeters.
When wine tasters are employed In

their professional duties they never
awallow the wine they taste. They
merely bold a sip of the beverage in
the mouth for a few momenta and
breathe through the nostrils. Ex-

change.

An Alternative.
Passenger-r-D- o I huve to change

cars in Chlcugo? Excessively Polite
Conductor Not necessarily, madam
You eau go buck to New York If you
want to. Life.

Koreans and Chlneae.
While the Chinese do not care for

alcoholic drinks, but are addicted to
opium, the Koreans like strpng drink
and do not care for opium.

The Box Was Good.
Wlfe-Chnr- les, wasn't that a good

box of clgurs I gave you on your
birthday? Hiishiind- -I never saw a
better bot, my dear.
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WHEN FARMERS MUST PLACE ORDERS

FOR MOVING MACHINES AND REPAIRS

H
Svery Prosperous farmer

MSCORMGK.-

tor

CrU'ON,nitHc-CORMICIAl--

This is one of our We handle the

Great International Line and we also keep a full

stock of parts to repair your old machines. Don't

wait till the crops are ripe to get your machin-

ery ready.
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Took First Prize! !

Bread Baked from Flour Made by the New Big

Sandy Milling Company, of Louisa, Won High

Honors

iness Strictly for Cash and have cut prices ac-

cordingly, p:,,;,,; .

BEST FLOUR, MEAL, FEED AND COAL.

SNYDER HARDWARE COMPANY,
Funeral Directors.

Our charges are reasonable and wa will supply with tha same
careful attention anything required from the lowest priced to tha
most costly arrangements.

Wa will gladly receive ordors by telephone, and deliver cask,
ts, coffina and robes to any part of tha county.
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