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FOREWORD.

Here is a Ulerary product which it at
once an admirable example of the force
of simple realUm in the description of
thing! which are difficult of ordinary
comprehension and a handbook and

' guide for every prospective soldier of
our armies.

Sergeant llcClintock hat not written
stories about the war. He hat written
ihe war itself, reducing it, one might
almost say, to words of one syllable,
pet bringing to the reader's vine, clear-
ly and vividly, the various aspects of
the great struggle, hidden to all except
ihe man who is actually a part of it.
Bit contribution to the history of the
soar must be classed at one which
shines with a new light.

It is fascinating in its titnpUcity, yet
thrilling in its convincing detail. It
leads one, with evergrowing and com-

pelling interest, from a casual conver-
sation in a hotel in Hew fork through
joenes of strife and blood and thrilling
conflict to the moment when the king
4mA queen of England came to the bed-Md- e

of a Kentucky youth in a London
Jkospital to thank him in the name of
their nation for his services in the
cause which we have now come to rec-
ognise at that of world humanity.

Sergeant llcClintock received the Dis-

tinguished Conduct medal before leav-
ing England for home on leave. He is
returning to accept a commission in the
Canadian overseas forces. The story is
told in llcClintock' s own unadorned

oay.

DON'T lay claim to being much ofI a writer, and up till now 1 bare
' never felt the call to write any-

thing about my experiences with the
Canadian troops in Belgium and
France, because I have realized that

great many other men saw quite as
much as I did and could beat me tell-
ing about It Of course I believed that
my experience was worth relating, and
I thought that the matter published In
the' newspapers by professional writ-er- a

sort of missed the essentials and
lacked the spirit of the "ditches" In a
good many ways in spit of its exce-
llent literary style, but I didn't see any
reason why it was up to me to make
an effort as a war historian until now.

Now there Is a reason, as I look at It
I believe I can show the two or three
millions of my fellow countrymen who
will be "out there" before this war is
over what they are going to be np
against and what they ought to pre-

pare for personally and individually.
That Is as far as I am going to go In

the way of excuse, explanation or com- -

"Boys, for God's cakt don't oatl ma
Harry. Hers comes the generall"

tnent call it what you will. The rest
of my story is n simple relation of

facts und occurrences In the order In

which they came to my notice and hap-

pened to me. It may start off a little j

Slowly and Jerkily, Just as we did, nut t

knowing whut was coining to us. I'd
like to add that It got f) ill to but enough
to suit nie later several times. There-
fore,

j
'

ss my. effort Is going to lie to
enrry you right along with me In this
account of my cxiterlences. don't be

The Thrill and the Hell of
the Trenches, Described

by an American Boy.

Sergeant Alexander MbClintook of lex-lngto- n,

Ky., and the Canadian Army Em
Gripping Tale That Every American Will

Bead, For He Tell the Facta Unadorn-

ed. Wounded, a Distinguished Conduct
Medal Man, He Wu Invalided Home,

bnt Ii Going "Out There" Again to Fight
For Unole 8am and Hit Allies, An

Intereiting, Penonal Hamtlve,
Full of the Spirit and Atmosphere of the
Trenches.

Impatlent if nothing very Important
seems to come off at first 1 felt a lit-

tle ennui myself at the getaway. But
that was certainly one thing that didn't
annoy me later..

In the latter part of October, 1915, I
decided that the United States ought
to be fighting along with England and
France on account of the wmy Belgium
bad beon troated, if for no other reason.
As there seemed to be a considerable
division of opinion on this point among
the people at home, I came to the con-

clusion that any man who was free,
white and twenty-on- e and felt as I did
ought to go over and get into it single
handed ou the side where his convic-
tions led him, if there wasn't some par-
ticular reason why be couldn't There-
fore I said goodby to my parents and
friends in Lexington and started fori
New York with the .idea of sailing for
France and joining the Foreign legion
of the French army.

Decides to Go to Canada.
A couple of nights after I got to New

York I fell into conversation in the
Knickerbocker bar with a chap who
was In the company of
Princess Fat's regiment of the Cans -
dlan forces. After my talk with him
I decided to go np to Canada and look
things over. I arrived at the Windsor
hotel. In Montreal, at 8 o'clock in the
morning a couple of days later, and at
10 o'clock, that morning I was sworn
in as a private In the Canadian Grena-
dier guards,-- . Eighty-sevent- h overseas
battalion, lieutenant Colonel F. 8.
Meigben commanding. Tbey were Just
getting under way, making soldiers out
of the troops I enlisted with, and dis-
cipline was quite lax.

Thev at once save me a week's leave
to come down to New York and settle!
np some personal affairs, and I over
stayed It five day All that my com
pany commander said to me when I
got back was that I seemed to have
picked up Canadian habits very quick
ly. At a review one day In our train,
tag camp I heard a major say:

"Boys; for God's sake don't call me
Harry or spit in the ranks. Here comes
the generair

We found out eventually that there
was a reason for the slackness of dis
cipline. The trouble was that men
would enlist to get CLIO a day with-
out working for it and would desert
as soon as any one made It unpleasant
for them. Our officers knew what they
were about Conditions changed In-

stantly we went on shipboard. Disci,
pllne tightened up on ns like a tie rope
on a colt'

We trained in a sort of casual, easy
way In Canada from Not. 4 to the fol
lowing April. We bad a good deal of
trouble keeping our battalion up to
strength, and I was sent out several
times with other "non corns" on a re-

cruiting detail. While we were in the
training camp at St John's I made the
acquaintance of a young Canadian who
became my "pal" He was Campbell
McFarland, nephew of George McFar-
land, the actor who is so well known
on the American musical stage. He
was a sergeant When I first knew
blm he was one of the most delightful
and amusing young fellows you could
Imagine.

The. !war changed blm entirely. He
became, extremely quiet and seemed to
be borne down with the sense of the
terrible things which he saw. He nev- -

er lost the good fellowship which was
inherent in him and was always ready
to do anything to oblige me, bnt he
formed the habit of Bitting, alone and
silent, for hours at a time. Just think-
ing. It seemed ns If ho had a premoni-
tion about himself, though he never
showed fear and never spoke of the
dangers we were going Into, as the
other fellows did, no was killed In
the Somme action In which I was
wounded.

I also had been made a sergeant on
account of the fact that I had been
at school In the Virginia Military: in-

stitutethat is, I was an acting ser-
geant It was explained to me that
my appointment would have to be
confirmed in England and then recon-
firmed after three months' service in
France. Under the regulations of the
Canadian forces a noncommissioned
officer, after flnnl confirmation In bis
grade, can be reduced to the ranks
only by a general court martial, though
he can escupe a court martial, when
confronted with charges, by reverting
to the ranks at lils own request.

Forty-tw- o hundred of us sailed for
England on the Empress of Britain,
sister ship to the Empress of Ireland
wlllch was sunk In the Rt. Lawrence
river. The steamer was, of course,
very crowded and. uncomfortable, and
the eight day trip across was most un-- j

pleasant. We bad tripe to eat until
wo were sick of the sight of It. A

sergeant reported one morning, "Eight
weu and twenty-tw- o breakfasts ab
sent." There were two other troop
ships In our convoy, the Baltic and the
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Metagama. A British cruiser escorted
na ontll we were 400 miles off the coast
of Ireland. Then each ship picked up
a destroyer which bad come out t
meet her. At that time a notice was
posted In the purser's office Informing
us that we were in the war soue and
that the ship would not stop for any-
thing, even for a man overboard. That
day a soldier fell off the Metagama
with $700 In bis pocket and the ship
never even hesitated. They loft blm
where he had no chance In the world
to spend his money,

"Hake a Break!"
Through my training la the V, M.

L, I was able to read semaphore sig-
nals,' and I caught the message from
the destroyer which escorted us. It
read: :'.-

"Each ship for herself now, Make
a break r

We beat the other steamers of our
convoy eight hours In getting to the
dock in Liverpool, and, according to
what seemed to be the regular system
of our oiratioua at that time, we
were the last to disembark.

The majority of our fellows bad nev.
er been In England before, and they
looked on our travels at that time as
a fine lark. Everybody cheered and
laughed when they dusted off one of
those little toy trains and brought it
nn In l.b . I., tf Aftam W.
were aboard of it we proceeded at the
dizzy rate of about four miles an hour,
and our regular company humorist
no company complete without one
suggested that they were afraid. If
they went any faster, they I you handle your rifles I feel like fall-of-f

the Island before they could stop. Ing on my knees and thanking Ood
We taken Bramshott camp, in ; that we've gut a navy.".
Ilamiwhlre, twelve miles from the
Aldcrshot school of command. The
next day we were given "king's leave'

Ight days, with free transportation
anywhere in the British Isles. It is
the Invariable custom to give this sort
of leave to all colonial troops immedi
ately upon their arrival In England.
However, In our rase Ireland was bar-
red. Just at that time Ireland was no
place for a newly arrived Canadian
looking for sport

After that they really began to mako
soldiers of us. We thought our train-

ing in Canada had amounted to some- -

thing. We found out that we might
as well have been playing croquet

t ... VI

Attar That They Realty hM te Make
Soldiers of Us.

We, learned more the first week of our
actual training in England than ws
did from November to April in Cana-
da, I make this statement without
fear that any officer or man of the
Canadian forces alive today will dis-
agree with me, and I submit it for the
thoughtful consideration of the gen-

tlemen who believe that our own
armies can be prepared for service
here at home.

In this v?ar every man has got to be
a specialist lie's got to know one
thing better than anybody else except
those who have bad intensive instruc-
tion in the same branch. And, besides
that he's got to have effective general
knowledgo of all the specialties In
which his fellow soldiers have been
particularly trained. I can Illustrate
this. Immediately upon our return
from first leave in England we were
divided into sections for training In
eight specialties. They were: Bombing,
sniping, scouting, machine gun fight-
ing, signaling, trench mortar pperutlon,
bayonet fighting und stretcher bearing.
I was selected for special training In
bombing, probably because I was sup.
posed, as an American and a baseball
player, to be expert in throwing. With
the other men picked for training In
the same specialty, I was sent to

and there for three weeks,
twelve hours a day, I threw bombs,
studied bombs, read about bombs, took
bombs to pieces to see what made
them tick and put them together again
and did practically everything else
that yon could do with a bomb, except
eat it

Then I was ordered back along with
the other men who bad gained this
intimate acquaintance 'with the entire
bomb family, and we were put to work
teaching the entire battalion nil that
we had learned. When we were not
teaching we were under Instruction
ourselves by the men who had taken
special training in other branches.
Also at certain periods of the duy we
had physical training and rifle prac-
tice. Up to the time of our arrival in
England intensive training hud been
merely a fine phraso with us. During
our stay there it wus a definite and
overpowering f""'- - l'y "! night we
trained, and day and night It rained.
At 0 o'clock we would fall Into our
Imuks In huts which held from a half
to a wliob plntoou-fro- m thirty to six-

ry men and drop Into exhausted sleep,
only to turn out at 5 a. m, to give a
sudden and exact imitation of what
we would do to the Germans If they
sneaked up. on us before breakfast In
six inches of mud. Toward the last

wa tliotiirhft va hnil luutn driven

might run

were to

to the limit they told us that we'were
to have a period of real, intensive train.
ing to harden us for actual flKbtlug.
They seut us four Imperial drill ser
geants from the British grenadier
gun i) a, the senior foot regmient of the
British army and the one with which
we were allUlatcd.. ,

It would be quite unavailing for me
to attempt to describe these drill ser
geants. The British drill sergeant is
an institution which can be understood
only through personal and close con
tact and is about as cordial as loose
electricity. If he thinks a major gen
eral is wrong he'll tell him so on the
spot In the most emphatic way, but
without ever violating a slngio sacred
tradition of the service. The sergeants
who took us In charge to pot on the
real polish to our training had all seen
from twenty to twenty-fiv- e years of
service. They bad all been through
the battles of Mons and the Marne,
and they bad all been wounded. They
were perfect examples of tyi. One
of them ordered all of our commission
ed officers, from the colonel down, to
turn out for rifle drill one day and put
them through the manual of arms

I while the soldiers of the twits lion atood
f around looking on.

"Gentlemen." said he very politely
In the mlditt'of the drill, "when I see

A Call For Volunteers.
On June 2. after the third battle of

' tpros, while McFarland and I were
suimg wearily on our irnnas aunng

, a strange hour In the afternoon when
nobody had thought of anything for
us to do,: a soldier came In with a
message from headquarters which put
a sudden stop to the dlHcuMilon we
were havuig about the possibility or
getting "cava to go up to Loudon. The
message was that the First Pecoud

lnd Third divisions of the Canadians
J had lost per cent of their men In the

third fight at Vpres and that Sou volun-
teers were wanted from each of our
battailous to 011 up the gaps.

"Forty per cent" said McFarland.
getting np quickly. "My God, think of
itl WelJ, I'm off to tell 'em ill go."

I told him 1 was with blm, and we
started for headquarters, expecting to
be received with applause and pointed
out as heroic example. We couldn't
even get np to give In our names. The
whole battalion had gone np ahead of
us. Tbey heard about It first That
was the spirit of the Canadians. It
was about this time that a story went
round concerning sn English colonel
who bad been called upon to furnish
volunteers from bis outfit to replace
casualties. lie backed his regiment np
against a barrack wall and said:

"Now, all who don't want to volun-

teer step three paces to the rear."
In our battalion sergeants and even

officers offered to go sa private. Mc-

Farland and I were not accepted; oar
volunteers went st ones, and we were

np to strength by drafts
from the Fifth Canadian division.
which was then forming hi England.

In Jitfy, when we were being kept
on the rifle ranges moat of the time,
all kav was stopped, and we were
ordered to bold ourselves in readiness
to go overseas. In the Jailer part of
the month we started. We sailed from
Southampton to Havre on a trig trans-
port escorted all the way liy destroy-era- .

As we landed we got our first
sight of the harvext of war. A big hos-
pital on the quay was filled with
wounded men. We bad twenty-fou- r

hours in what they called a "rent
camp." We slctpt on cobblentones In
shacks which were so ntteriy comfort-
less that It would be an insult to a
Kentucky thoroughbred to call them
stables. Then we were on the way to
the Belgian town of ropcrtnghe, which
is 150 miles from Havre and was at
that time the rail head of the Vpres
salient We made the trip in box cars
which were marked In French, "Eight
horses or forty men," and we had to
draw straws to decide who should lie
down.

In the Front Trenches.
We got Into Poperlngho at 7 a. m..

and tlio scouts bad led us Into the
front trenches at ST the next morning.
Our position was to the left of St Elol
and was known as "the Island," be-
cause It had no supisirt on cither flnnk.
On the .loft were the Yser canal and
the bluff which forms its bank. On
the right were S) yards of battered
down trenches, which had been rebuilt
twice and blown In again each time
by the German guns. For some rea-
son, which I never quite understood,
the Germans were able to drop what
seemed a tolerably large proportion of
the output of the Krupp works on this
particular spot whenever they wanted
to. Our high command bad concluded
thnt It was untenable, nnd so we, on
one side of It, mid the British, on the
other, bad to Just keep It scouted and
protect our sepuruto flanks. Another
name they had for that ''position was
the "bird cage," That was because
the first fellows who. moved Into It
made themselves nice and comfy and
put up wire nettings to prevent any
one from tossing bombs In on .them
Thus, when the Germans stirred up
the spot with an nivnrnte shower of
"whiz bangs" and "coal boxes." the
samo being thirteen pounders and six
inch shells, that wire netting presented,
a spectacle of utter Inadequacy which
hasn't been equaled In this war.

They called the position which we
were assigned to defend "the grave-
yard of Canndn." That wus because
of the feurful losses of tlio Canadians
hero In the second buttle of Ypres.
from April 21 to June 1, ini.i, when
the first gas attack In tlio world's his

tory was launched by the Germans.
and, although ths French on ins ten

m ii,a nritiuh on the right fell back.

the Canadians stayed where they were

put
Kit-h-t h,,n l ran mention something

which will give you an Idea why de
scriptions of this war du't deacriue n.

During the first gas attack the Cana.
dlans, rbokhig to death and falling

over each other In a light-agains- a

uew and uuueard of terror lu warfare,
found a wuy-t- ho l.oid uiy Unowi

who first dUcovurt-- It and how b

hnppeued to do It- -to niuy .through a

gas cloud and come ut alive. I t ln'l
pretty to thlnU f. u:id It's like mauy
...I...- - ,1.1... i ttifu nnr nblch Voll

can't Wu tl! of In print, be-at- the
simple description would violate tu

nice ethl-- s about reeding mailer n
h n,ihiv t wlllch liTre crown up IIn

long years of peace and traditional d
n,,4 (lh iitttiv which vou can

i'o.oFftwt mennt lust the difference be
tween life and death to many of the
Canadians that first day of the gas

f .;.:-;..':. , .' . .

As Dawn Brake We Made Out a Big
Painted Sign Above the German
r"renl Trsnoh.

Official orders now tell every soldier
what be Is to do with his bund ker
chief or a piece of his shirt If be Is
caught In a gas attack without bis
mask.

The nearest I can come In print to
telling you what the soldier
to do In tills emergency Is to remind
yon that ammonia furoi opp'o chlo
rine gas as a neutralizing agent and
that certain emanations of the body
throw off ammonia fumes.

Kow that I've told you bow we rfot
from ths Knickerbocker lr and other
places to a situation which was Just
150 yards from the Intrenched front
of the German army In Belgium 1

might as well add a couple of details
about things which straightway put
fear 'of Ood In our hearts. ' At day-
break one of our Fmirtiinth platoon
men, standing on the firing step, push-
ed back his trench helmet and remark-

ed that be thought It was about time
for coffee. He didn't get any. A Osr-ma- n

sharpshooter, firing the first time
that day, got bin under the rim of his
helmet and his career with the Cana-
dian forces wss over right there. . And
then, as ths dawn broke, ws made oat
a big painted sigh raised above ths
German front trauch. It faafli

WELCOME,
EIGHTY-SEVENT- CANADIANS

We were a nrw battalion. We had
been less than seventy-tw- hours on
ths continent of Europe, and ths Ger-
mans were not supposed to know any-
thing that was going on behind oor
linos!

We teemed afterward that concealed
telephones In the bouses of the Bel-
gian burgomasters of the villages of
Dinklebuscb and ItennlngbcUt near
onr position, gave communication with
the German hendqunrters opposite us.
Ono of the duties of a detail of our
men soon after thnt was to stand these
two burgomasters up auulimt a wall
and shoot them,

In concluding this first article I want
to say frankly that any man Mho
claims ho Is not afraid when for the
first time lin toes ih that hell of fire
on tho western front Is a liar, and I'll
tell him so to his face. Later wo be-

came impervious,'" but that first day
I prayed, ami I would have bent down
and prayed only my knees shook so.

Tlio five remaining articles In this
remarkable series will appear one each
week. Tbey are as. follows:

No. 2. The Bomb Raid,
The rrct prcparnlons am

for this .;s(k 'Volunteers for the Job
taken y h.nd the line whVrc the Carman

uro cxnetlv rttunitiwo,! Th.
days of pre).irRtl..n. unwrit
ten detail of modern tronvh rul.ls. This
article concludes with the' inun going out
to tholr Job.

No. 3. "Over the Top and Give 'Em
Hell."

The KnRllsh Tommy's buttle cry as he
brenks-fro- m his trench. The bomb raid
and wli.it happened iif sixty that sturt- -
Ml ftirlv.MlT tntiA . .....

uvetiuie me
Germans had prepared and mined the.IAnnV........ C.....l.i .1 i. .1viiuimn-- or oorgeant
McC'lintnck's terrible eipcrlonca.

No. 4. Shifted to the Somme.
BcnreaM Mcnintock takes port In thegreatest of nil battles and tells of the

hell of It. l'he front in IlelKlum was
reHl!v a rest sector In onmhiriu.
It," he snys. The extensive preparations
oi nines lor oH'n wiirfc.ro afterward
abandoned because, of the failure of ex-
pected, developments.

FOR 8ALE1 Two-stor- y 'house, Ami
lot. A bartfnln If sold soon. Apply lo
E. T WEHTI.AKK, Loilso, Ky.

relatives at this plaoe.
J. V. itiill nnd C. C. Itf.ys aaade a

businraa trip to Louisa rcntly.
Urn. Joe Moore spent Sunday after,

noon with Mrs. Jay Moore,
Att Moore of Ohio, la slatting his

parents at this pluce.

DR. FRED A. MILLARD
DENTIST

Office In Dr. Burgess Building
Opposite Court House

Office Hourei liOO a. m. ts 61OO p. an

Office and Reeldenoe Phono N evils '

DR. "jp D. WILLIAMS
Special attention .to diseases sf ths

Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat
250 Broadway, Catlett.buro. Ky.

DR. C. B. WALTERS
DENTIST

LOUISA. 1 KENTUCKY 4
Office In Bank Block, formerly oeeg.

pled by Dr. Qulseobenf
Office Hours I to It; 1 10
Special Hours by Appointment

L. D. JONES. D. M. D.
DENTIST

Office over J. B. Crutcoars store.
Offlcs hours from a a. m, to p. a.

Chesapeake & Ohio IK.
ees Msjeot to okas ssoo4 see-a-t ;

Shortest and Quickest Rout
To

Washington. Baltimore, Phlladelphis
:" snd Now York

Richmond, Old Point. Norfolk
Virginia nil N.l,... n- - - - w wi tna

Through Pullman Sleepers Dining Cars
wonnecuons at Cincinnati ana

Lauiawlll.
For all points West, Northwest, South.

w... mna ,no racitie Coast

KfToctlve Nov. 22, 1114,

Lv. Tort Oay (Central flan.)
Na. I . rvn. ..- - ""7-r-or KSOOVa.Ironton, Portsmouth. Cincinnati. ik

HI..per, to cincln.natl. Chloaajo and Columbus. Coonee- -

wool snd Northwest.

No. L 1 m .v..,.. .-- ., uaiiy ror COIUBS- -bua, Cincinnati snd Intermediate st.Uona. I'ulitnaa HI.. per. Car. car uloumbus. ConnootostClnetsnaUa'
w, pwnio west.

Xv. I:0n n ....--"-' r ut TT IlliaJDkson. Welch. UluelUld. Roanohs, Lynco.... svssa, iwcumoaa.l(Mr. cmtm Cv. . T"".
lift! n. fn Tk Itw ts. - ...

Wolch. Blueneld, Itoanoko. Norfolk,
W "folk. Car. Car.

TrftJn IssssVVM a..." . m , m --Di.y for wiiiitimau.M -
laave. K.nova Mi a tormouth and local staUonT and Tearl.
Kooova :i0 . iw... .- --.J wand local atatlon.

V9IUDSDU
. ,

For mil Information apply isW. S. BEVILL. P... ..
W. C. SAUNDsraa

sigt.
ROANOKE, 1 , VA

REAL ESTATE
J P. GARTIN, Louisa, Ky.

Genera! Dealer.

I buy and sell Real e,uu o(
kinds. Also, will handla proporty 00
commission. If you want to buy or

II town or country property, caJl op

FIRE INSURANCE

I am prepared to write insiir.nc. n.
any Insurable proocrtv lo Ti.. .a

n all Kood DWELLINGS AND BARN8
IN THE COUNTRY and a limited num
hor of stores not loo for from Louisa.

I have the agency for the following
companies:

HENRY CLAT CO. OP KT
NORTH AMKRICA OP NEW YORK.
WESTCHEHTRR OP NEW YORK.

Will appreciate any bualness you
may kIvs dm,

AUGUSTUS SNYDER

ron sale.
A farm of over 1109 sores, frontingon Tug river f,, nwIy two mtlIwronce county, Ky., opposite Webbatatlon on N. w. n. r. Fi, nvsfbottom orselc sn I hill lands. Includinge l mineral. La, amount easily

n1 eultlvaubla. Tills good.
Address FRED W. WALKER, WoodsKy, or a T. BURNS, Louisa, Ky. I ll


