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The Mcbow Trial.

One of the Most Intensely
Interesting Cases Heard in
Lancaster in Years--Dr. E.
8. McDow's Trial for the
Shooting of Mr. Hasel
Witherspoon --- A Verdict
Rendered After Jury had
been out Over Four Hours
--F'ull Report of the Trial.

—_—

N
The only case that has been
tried at the present term of

court in which general interest
was manifested was that of the
State agsinst Dr. E. S. McDow,
charged with assault and battery
with intent to kill and carrying
concealed weapons—the shoot
ing of Mr. Hasel Witherspoon in
January last in front of the
Lancaster Mercantile company’s
store. The trial began Thurs.
day afternoon and the case was
given to the jury yesterday after-
noon, The testimony was
concluded before adjournment
Thursday evening, and the time
of the court yesterday morning
8 taken up in hearing argu-
l:nl. of counsel, which were un-
us 1ally strong and forceful. The
defendant was represented Ly
Messrs W. D, Trantham and B.
B. Clark, of the Camden bar;
Solicitor Henry representing the
state. The court room was
‘owded throughout the trial, a
number of lsdies being present,
The following jury was em
paneled: R. H. Sapp, John 1.
Bowers, Saml Laney, J. W. Ma-
haffey, W. L Adams, B, R.
Sapp, B. F. Baker, W. B. Craig,

E. M. Hinson, G, E. McDow, J.
E. Faulkenberry, E. R. Jenkins,

Counsel for the delense first
made a molion to quash indict-

ment, which was overruled. .

The following is the testimony
taken:

J. H. Witherspoon—sworn for
state—On 6th Jan., 1906, at Lan.
caster, on Saturday, E. 8. McDow
shot me. 1 was talking with S.
B. KHoberts—Had bought some
cotton from Roberts. McDow
asked why I had not sent lamp
he had bought might before, I
sald because you had not treated
us right about baby carriage, He
commenced striking me and
cursing me, at same time putting
band on his pistol. Mr. Brown
ran out and knocked him down.

He then commenced shooting at
Brown and then turned his pistol |
on me and shot me twice—nnce |
under right shouvlder blade and
once in wrist. He was in 5 sm;:a|
of me when I first noticed him. |
I had no weapon. Had been in
bed tor a week., Had only been
out 2 days. | wae weak; had
eaten nothing searcely for two |
weeks, | was laid up 3 or 4
weeks, 1 was spitting up blood
during myv sickness.

Cross.-Ex: Told * MeDow he
had not treated us right about
baby earringe and we didn’t care
to have any further dealings with
him. Baby carringe was new
when McDow got it. He gent it
back damaged—rubber tires worn
and parasnl damaged. He order-
ed lamp from store and I told
clerk not to send it out. We re.
fused him credit. He may have
considered it a reflection on him.
1 did not strike at MocDow. He

{

struck off Mr. Roberts’ hat—
Don’t think 1 warded off hi-
blows, because Roberts was be
tween us. | was shot in two
pinces. Saw McDow put his
hand on lus pistol first thing—
then struck at me. Put hishand
on his pistol half doz. different
times—his right hand. Hoa got
baby carriage last summer. He
had bought goods 1n meantime
for cash, but nothing on credit.

Reply—Would selt him for
cash, His wife bought goods for
cash. He kept baby carriage 10
days. Had MecDow’s attention

called to carriage I stopped him
one day and told him we could
not taks carriage back—it had
been used. He denied it and got
mad then and said “*What did you
cay®”. 1 wae mauager of the
Lancaster Mercantile company
and responsible for credits of the
company, He never paid for car-
riage.

Re-Oross: Oarriage was taken
out to McDow’s by boy &t night.
[t was raining when carried out,
The carriage was sold outright.
Tom Witherspoon carr ed car
ringe out to McDow’s. Carriage
would weigh 30 or 40 pounds.

8. B. Robertg, sworn for State —
Saw trouble between McDow and
Witherspoon. Was etanding with
Witherspoon on strest, talking.
Had just sold him 3 bales of cot
ton. Dr. McDow walked up be.
tween us before I noticed him
and asked Witherspoon why he
bad notsent out lamp. Wither
spoon told him he had not treat-
ed him right about carriage. Me
Dow called him damn liar. Tney
then threw up their hande as if
to go together. McDow maddest
man. Brown came outand koock
ed McDow down., When Dr. Me
Dow got up he shot at Brown aud
then shot at Witherspoon—two
last shots close together, 1 kept
McDow back. Witherspoon seem
ed to be trying to get away trom
McDow. I said “Boys, no use ol
this—stop it.” Did not see Wither
spoon strike a lick. Mr. McDow
struck at Witherspoon one time
and knocked my hat off. Dr.
McDow was up near wall ot build-
ing when Brown struck. Wither
spoon had gone 15 or 20 feet when
McDow shot him. [ was excited.

Oross-Ex: Don’t know MeDow
very well. | know Witherapoon.
Have only beught some guano
and a few goods. McDow asked
Witherspoon whv he had nol
gent out lamp. Witherspoon said
you hadn’t treated us right about
carriage and 1 don’t want any
more dealings with you. They
both threw up their hande. Only
one lick passed. About 30 days
after difficulty I didn’t teli Bur
rell H. Trusdale 1 did not see
McDow with a pistol until after
Brown had struck MecDow and
that if it had not been for Brown
there would not have been any
shooting. Have nev:: = n Bur.
rell Truesdale.

W. B. Cauthen, sworn lor stnte
—Saw Dr. McDow 5 minutes be-
fore standing on Heath Jones
corner. Asked me why lamp had
not been sent out.
had forgotten it. The night be
fore shooting
lamp—-Johnson told me about
the =ale. Next morning MeDow
asked me why { had
lamp out. 1 told him 1
gotten it, and there was some
trouble abont it. | saw that he
was mad, and [ went on to the
gtore.  In about 5 minutes | saw
Brown running out and 1 follow
ed. As I was going out heard
piatol shot.
shota fired,
to rhoot at Brown, but turned his
pistol on me and I stopped.  Hae
told Policeman Pardaoe to atand
back. He then walked on down
street with pistnl in his hand

Cross-Ex; Am  ealled Billy
Buck, but that’s not my name
Dr. McDow s my neighbor—
Live from MeDow about distance
across conrt room.  Visit MeDow
occasionally, T had conversation

Coneluded on _l’ﬁ;eﬂEi_gEE.—
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not brought | have
had for |

Girand Jury’s Report,

Made at Present Term of

Court---An Excc::];)tionallyf

Able and Interesting Docu~
ment---Reform in the Ad=
ministration of County Af-
fairs Urged---Condition of
Public Buildings---Convic-
tions in Dispensary Cases
---Other Matters of Inter-
est.

To His Honor J. C. Klugh, Pre-
siding Judge:

Pursuant to instructions re-
ceived Irom your Honor we have
investigated and passed on all
bills o' indictment handed to us
by the Solicitor except one bill
which we return to him to be
held until turther evidence can
be obtained if found proper to do
80,

We have made a carelul exam-
ination of the report submitted
to our body by the County Super-
visor and find that there is need
of more rigid economy in the ad-
mimstration of the affairs of the
county.

We find items amounting to
several hundred dollars beaded,
simply, haunling rock or road
work. Wae believe much of this
1s & useless expense and in some
cases i8 a positive injury to the
road uuless the rock is beaten
fine. On account of the closing
of the Oounty Dispensaries the
loss of revenue to the county will
be cousiderable and on this ac-
count we recommend that the
indiscriminale paying out of mon-
ey lor work on the public roads
of the county be discontinued.—
In our judgment it 15 the duty of
Ltiie overseers to see to it that the
holes and bad places are mended
without cost to the county.

We think all warrants for pay
for road work should thow the
nature and extent of the work.
A pay warrant headed simply
road work is too vague and in-
definite and the Grand Jury can-
not tell what work was done or
whether or not they received too
much pay.

We believe positive injury has
been done by the indiseriminate
paying for work done on the pub-
lic roads as it has a tendency to
cause overseers to neglect Lheir
rouds in the hope of receiving pay
for working the saine

All work beyond the reasonable
ability ol the road hunds 1o do
gshould be let by eontract and
should vot be paid for until in
spected and approved by the Su

I told him I|Pervisor

We find that the Sapervisor

MeDow  borght | does not keep a record of the

names ol the oversears as refquir-
ed by law, Mauy of the overseers
nob received a commission

for several years and ol course

cinnol be compellad 1o do dutv |

s oversgers,

We recomumend that the

with a snitable book in which to

Before 1 ent out all|enter the names of the OVerseers
MeDow was about|nnd the date of their

appoint-
ment; that he issue coninissions
al once to all ovorseers that have
1ot commi-sioned duaring
i term ; that he take an inven-
ory of all tools belonging 1o the
county and ueed on the public
roads, and charge the same to the
different overseers: eredit to be
given them ‘or the same wher
returned to the Suparyiear, o=
when turned over by them Lo

j their successors in office.

Su- |
pervisor provide himsell at once |

- —

Good roads are an index io the |
leondition of the county—withoul
them we ecannot properly develop
the resources of the county, aud
[ we earnestly recommend the au.
thorities in chatge to haye the
lroads just in as rood cordition
as poesible with the means at
command,

Through ecommittees of our
body we huve visited and inspec
ted the public buildings of the
county.

The Poor House committee re-
ports that the same appears to
be well kept and the inmates
properly cared for. They report
that they are well fed, well cloth
ed and have warm aud comforta-
ble beds.

In the opinion of the Grand
Jury it might be well if asuitab'e
site can be secured 10 remove the
County Home near town., If the
land could be sold for a sufficient
sum to purchase afew acres near
town and erect a suitable build-
ing thereon,

The committee that visitéd the
Court House and Jail reports
that the Jail while in a some-
what dilapidated condition seems
secure and in no urgent need of
repairs ; but recommend that the
Court House be repaired and re-
painted on the outside; the blinds
to be repaired or replaced by new
ones; all plastering to be repair-
ed where it has fallen off, and
recommend that this be done at
once as the appearance of Lhe
Court House is rather shabby at
present,

The committee on Looks and
bonds report that it is their in-
tention to make a thorough and
searching investigation of the
books, bonds and records of all
the offices of the county, and in
view of this, do not attempt to
make any report at this term ;
but will make an extended report
at some future time.

A number of Bills of Indict-
ment for violation of the Dispen-
sary Law have been handed to
us by the Solicitor  We return
ed true bills in all but one of
these, and in every instance the
parties charzed have been con-
victed. Formerly it was of little
use to return true bills in such
cuses, ag it was almost an impos
ibility to secure a convietion.

We note with pleasure the
change of sentiment, and feel
that the readiness which the
juries have shown to convict and
the heavy sentences imposed by
your honor will have a most sal
utary effect. When this elass ol
offenders realize the fixed deter
mination of the people to put a
t-top to their lawleccness and feel
[the strong hand o! the law as
[thev have been made to feel it |

The Postoffice.

A Citizen and Patron of the

jj-é_Fficc,ﬁWho Thinks that

u'there should be Improve-

. ment both Inside and Out-
side.

Mr,
reading

Editor: 1T have been

for some time in The
News about the postoffice and
express office and depot, and
there is not a man or woman in
Lancaster county but what very
well understands that the peo-
ple need all of them., AndI am
very glad that”we have a paper
that is not afraid to speak out
against these things.

Now, Mr. Editur, you know
that the two last things spoken
of are about settled ; that is, ac-
cording to the news report, Lan-
caster is] to have a new depot
and an up-town express office.
So that the next thing, you
say, the people want is a better
postoffice.

Oh, thav_weuld bejso_nice, for
Lancustersto have one, . 1 think
we will get one by and by,
w=But it is not the postoffice
that s at fault jaltogether. If
the postoffice department at
Washington were to build one in
Lancasterjas large as the oue in
NewgYork city, and with no bet-
ter imanagement than the one
here has been for a number of
years, what good would that be
for the people, except to look at?
If I go and buy u watch and the
case is pure gold and it does not
keep'good time, it is not the fault
of the case, but the fault is on
the inside.

Aund while 1
like to see a

f::r
new

one would
postoflice at
Lancaster, it seems to me, from
the general talk that one hears
every day, that better manage-
ment in the present place would
improve conditions.  So

you
see that it is not the postoffice
building alone Now I don't

cleim to know it all, neither o
I charge the mismanagement ta
any one, but there 1s something
wrong,
It il
standing room

bad somew hoere,
worse, [

will be at a

wrong

gets much think

pre-
ﬂ]illl]l on R.:rur.i:-\' alternoons,

|during this term of court, then I would like to hear from
[this form of lawlessness so de = ) ,
moralizing in  its  eflects will others through Tihe News and
cease. ' see what they think about the
The bridge on the river road!postoflice at Lancaster.
[between Miss Beckham’s and the| T'his is nol written for any
[ Gibson plice over Waxhaw Or ek | personal barm at all. bt i
Lhas been reported to us as being from one who hus had a wrent
in a very dancerons condition, | : A :
! vy INEGEY ; *ldeal of trouhle ol el ling his
|:m-1. WE TeCOInmg that 1t be re- | :
! i (ol finds it i
placed by n new one at onee, mnil, and  very hid I
rs’ b s thi 1Ay 1 rl
In conelusion, we thank your other bands that L 1 rieht
honor for the unitorm kindness: with it at all. So et all pull
and courlesy you have shown us | together and see y ithin the next
and tor the \'t'J‘\' able ass stanc 21X months 1t Laneas s can’t
7 BYP pIve K W v 4 i » ; )
you have givenu . while in (he hsve & bette: istafics
[direharge of onr official duties _
L . HOUGH around. Yours truly,

K. R. Riddle
captured a party of colored crap

—Policeman

[shooters last Sunday afternoon, Sub-Alliance, are
: )

in the grove by the Catholie
I'he haul added about

1§45, 10 the towu’s wunde,

cometery

3 13-06 I'aper Man

! —All parties iaterested in the
Exchange Stock of Red IHill
urgent.yv
[quested to meetat Heath Springs,
[ Saturday March 17th, at 3 o’clock
| boom, D, W. Hendrix



