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Tillman on the Dispensary

The Senator's Address at
Sandy F'lat Saturday--Op-
poses County Dispensaries
and Outlines his Plan to
Purity the State Dispensa-
ry.

Senator Tillman ma e his fio«
speech of the eampaizn Jast Sot-
urday at Sandy Flat, Greenvy!!le
<county, It is est mat=d tha! 4000
persons were present.  The sub-
Ject of the Senator’s address was
the Dispensary. He spoke as
follows:

There is but one important
issue involved in this eampaign,
80 far as State aflairs go, and as
for my own candidacy it rests on
the record which 1 have made
since I entered public life six-
teen years ago and the intimate
knowledge which the people of
the State have of my character,
personality and qualifications, 1
am willing to leave it there with-
out discussion or presentation.
The fight is State dispensary vs
counly dispensary, for no one
expects the prohibition candi-
dates, however worthy and well
qualified they may be, to receive
very much support, With all
their efforts (and they have been
many and long continued) the
newspapers which have always
fought the dispensary have not
been ablejto drum up a candi
date for Goyernor who advocates
local option straight as against
dispensary and prohibition, and
only in Charleston does that
iden have any men offering for
office under it. The local option
offered the people is between
prohibition and county dispen
sary, and the whole fizht is to
destroy the State dispensary
first, with no other purpose than
to then obtuin the privilege of
reopening the old bar rooms un.
der the guise of
“gelling  under
limitations. ™’

liquor stores,
constitutional
The real ficht is
for the control of the Legislature,

becunse the Governor cannot
make or change the laws, and
can only try to enfeorce them,

His only influence over lesi-la-
tion would be in the use the
veto power. But it is all impor.
tant to ge! o

ol

strong  and grood
man lor Governor.

distinetly demand one,
BAYS COUNTY DISPENSARIES WON'T
DO,

In any event some counties will
stand by probibitionwith its blind
tigors and heavy jue trade by cxe
pros:
counly dispensaries and the cities

y\l

are published will have the fight

fhie principal newspapors

"on the issue of State dispen-ary

or county dispensaryv, with the
ultimate purpose of having the
e¢onnty dispensaries turned into
licensed bar rooms if the county
dispensaries are abolished. The
gcheme i+ to restore the sale of
liquor to pr vite individuala rath-
er than let 1t remain in the hands

of State officials Those who ¢lam-
'

or lor county dispensaries instead | Srate
07 one Stale dispensary mu:t cr be wij ling, to see the Siate
demonstrate how il is easier to dispensary destroved, with the
prevent corruption among the|inevitab o recult that ligquar wel].
thirty or forty county hu:u'tlsjim'.: wi'l gradually go back to the
than to stop it in one State bonrd. [old svet- 1 ot private conwol. 1
I have great faith in the good would be glid to have Charleston

Other counties will viole Iul'l

common sense of the people, and
do not believe they can be per-
suaded fo destroy the State dis-
peasary, snd leave each county
to purchase and <ell its own li-
(quor, Yet
and Courier, which have alwayvs
hated the dispansary

the

“Worse than the devil ha'esholy

water”
are adyoeating candidates who
favor county dispensaries. The
only possible good reason t at
can be advanced on this line is
that the prohibition counties un-
der the Constitution receive a
part of the profits which arise
from the sale of liquor in the
other courties, This is unjust,
as everyone must acknowledge,
but it can be remedied very easily
by having the State dispensary
make no profits other than a few
thousand dollars above its run
ning expenses, thus leaving the
counties and the towns to divide
the profils between them. This
can be easily done and when we
consider the expense of buying
liquor in retail gquantit'es and
paying local freight on it instead
of buving carload lots and paying
through freights the county dis
pensary canno! stand the com.
parison. But this is not the great
est ol jection,

The leakage orstealage in botg
ling of liquor at each county die-
pensary would be immense, and
I know of no way that it could
be prevented, nor do I know any
by which 1t would bs possible to
prevent the whiskey being wat-
‘ered, bottles refilled, relabeled
'and other schemes making
money dishonestly, if the system
were adopted, It is not poesible
to prevent it and I do not ithink
any s=nsible man who considers

the question will seriously con-
tend that it 15, Even it one hall
of the eounties in the State should
adopt Liwpl‘nhihiEiun-illlml-li;_-;t*l'
juz tracle programme it would be
better, more economieal., and
there wonld be less jos-ibility of
coriuption and p colation in e
purchase and handling of liquor

in the other l“.'-':ll'“\-'.l ry connties,

The times |1l the buying, bottling and ship-[the bids should b
ping <honld be done at one cen-|

] A
t a1 depot, instead of in each

county.

| REFERINCE TO CHARLESTON,
|
[ Tt must not he be

rII!'I"_fHEII’II'
cans=e it was the understanding

(and a bareaim was made) during

the ficht in the Locislature last
winter azainst the State dispen
h'-l'__\'.Tll-I the ultim purpose

{15 to have Charleston wholesale
|]|u|-.|ur dealera supply the county
the jus
teade by express in dry counties,
[and while this would be better
|th:m to have this liguor shipped
in from North Carolina and Geor
Tging s i now is, b

di=pensaries, as well as

cause it would
keep the money at home, | do

not believe that the perople of the |

Stute and Neas |

rpru-lmr, but it is not the loss ol
the liquor trade that has hurt
Charleston,

. blame,
|

Other things are to

The issue between private con-
trol and eantrol by State officials
must hinge at last on the ques-
(tion of whether or not the people
cof=outh Carolina shall determine
that we cannot find honest men
enough to carry on the dispensa-
ry system aud devise laws to
make those who are dishonest
afraid, I say we can. 1 do not
believe that every man who
handles whiskey must become a
thief. 1 believe that the people
only need to see and kLnow that
the dispensary system can be re-
formed and cleansed of corruption
to make them stand by it,

I will proceed to give the plan
which appears to me after a great
deal of thought and considera-
fica of suggestions from very
many sources to b2 the best., We
will begin on the counties.

HOW TO CURE THE DISPENSAIY

County dispensers should be
elected in the Democratic prima-
ry, the same as other officers.
The county board should be
composed of the mavor of the
town in which a dispensary is
located, the supervisor of the
county, whois the business agent
ot the county, and one man ap-
pomnted by the Governor. The
county dispenser should be re-
movable by the Governor for
cause.  The State board of con-
trol ought to be elected by the
Legislature, hut irs duty should
be confined to general direction
and supervision of the business.
the =ame as the Peniteninry and
Hospital for the Insane are run
[+ should not purehase any whis-
kev or anvthing pglse r-‘tlllil'('_{l in

the husiness,

l‘:\'m:,'ll'.in;: I
quited, including the whiskey,
shou!d be boneht under
coniractz= male as follows=: Alter

tha state commissioner has

iwnenn

adl
vertised in the manner presrerib.

el by law fand this ought to he

[very elesr and specifie, leaving
ol

Inothing ta the diseretion

:lll)’
{one, and going tullvinto detpils)y
¢ openegl

I]l 1hlie !l_\ three men s leeiod jrst

thefore the date lixed by the Goy
!--c:.-rr' and the contract made with

the lowest hidider by th Cyear o

[the suppliesto be ordered out by
the comwmi=sioner as  needed.
Fhese three men are LO SOFVE (= |
ly once, and annaally there shall
L three new men chosen o
mitke the contracts I'he bidders
will not know who will make i
award iy therefore, Canaont
enter i collufion in alvance,
prad even shoeuld the Governor.

which is inconceivable, be willing
IJI;I!':I
the specilications
of the bidding made with minute
ness gned Th" ;vr'r-!i-':[\
prevent any graft

to select o which would

act carrupt Iy,
worty el

| No whiskey or ligquor should

cernment bhonded ware houses,

In the case of wines and beer the

are no v willine, or will ('v‘!ho purchased axcept Irom Gov.|the

'brewers should alone furnish the |

second direet 'r m the breweries,

and the small quantity of the oth-

er used could be hedged about in
the advertisemnnt so as to insure
honesty and the pures:
Larticle.
[those who

ure not

[ will say that the Government
bouded ware houses are under
the coutrol of the United States
internal revenue officials entirely
and whiskey deposited in them
comes directly from the still, and
the owner is not permittted to
manipulate it or handle it in any
way until the tax is paid and it
is removed. We thus get a gua
rantee of absolute purity without
a chemical analysis and such li-
quors are as much staple articles
of commerce as corn, wheat or
bacon, It is the blended and
rectified whiskeys that are adul
terated and where the cheating
comes in, The blending and mix-
ing could be done in the State
dispensary, where there would
be no incentive to increase pro-
fils by adulterations, besides the
law would provide severe penal-
ties for that kind of thing.

The county dispensers, being
elected by the people, will be
anxious to piease the people as
they will be beaaten at the polls
if they do not do their duty. The
county board chosen as indicated
will be respansible to the people
also, with every incentive to give
v good administration. The whis.
key purchased in that way will
be as pure and as good as can
be obtained under any possible
conditions, and there i< absolufe
ly no way in which corruption
can ereep in, if there is the least
effort on the part of the people
and the Governor to prevent if.

SLAPS AT THR GOVERNORS

The troutle with the dispen-

sary now is tha' our Governors
tave nezlectod their doties and
huve nol k(fp‘ supervision over
the workings of the local dispen.
“rs u'l]l'l :}1" SI l‘“ I\-':E['il, l';\l'”‘l‘
may be found for this by saying
the Legislature put

trol

wWis i

Thizis trae in a woy

very

posted, T/

and it cally eonles- thut th-

coming election for (tovern r

important, have h-»u

ard too lit
regard paid 1o enforeine the law,

Things
run too iu'ﬂ-:!:-b' o
I eriticise no one, but simp.¥
give the jeople the lacts as | see
them, and, of course, they alone

can  apply  the remedy., W a

and best|should elect the Governor who
For the information of |

will do this and"do it learlessly
and zealously, but there is stiil
small u];[u,l-lllllil)’h_f{:l' grafi_in
scheme outlined, provided the

Legislative ~ committee

o which
superintends the other State 14-
stitntions and the grand juries
of the various counties pay #n.-
tention to their duties, No gov-
ernment has ever been devisel
that would run itself and every
government is an index of the
intelligence, public spirit acd
patriotism of its people,  If (11
people are ignorant and indiffe-
ent, and cease to watch and lonk
after their affairs, the govern-
ment they give themselves s
inevitably bad and they can
blame no one but themselves.

RAPS THE LEGISLATURE

The conditions in the disper-
sary now are directly traceah s
to the blundering and neglect of
the Legislature, That body placed
thei. State dispensary in the
hands of three politicians, elec:.
ed witbou! consideration to f:-
ness, experience or character,
threw no restrictions whatever
around the administration, le't
the door wide open, limited the
sulary to $400 and now we see
thegresult. I have always said
and believed it was designed.y
done to destroy it. Politics an |
not fitness have most alwavs
controlled the Legislative ele-
tions. but no amount of salary

alone would eure the eovil f
which we complain,
The original board was com-

posed of the Governor, Atlorne 7
General and Comptroller Genep-
al, three highest

the
but the vital mistake was in n-t
making s'riet rules

Ol our

officials"elected

State

by peop.=,

and rega a
tions top the porehase of whiske o,

I'he enemies of the .ii-.-I,-:n.|- .

!
declare that it esnnot be pu

Bt ‘“‘*I”""l!'rr-:i. This erv 15 indicative th
sary teyond the Governor's con- | 1hose who thus

contend praci-

hava lot

greal nmstake, Yetlall farlh in the honssty of man

|the Governor’s aath of oftice re-!of the ability of men to ¢iva
[guires Lim to <see 1l the laws themselves | ust GSt e
jare execuied in i':‘"“‘,"“ -\“iill-rnnu-n[ | for one do not belie e
(with the power to appoint con !lh it all of the honest men
| stables at his discretion  and de dend,

lectives also wheny T | .i, il i

PEOPLE Ayt Qs

fennnot be (Legytegd bin the li'._l -

moralization  unl  corruption| The pe gusted  a
bwlaeh hav ) much  in they b i
1\1{- 1} n [11°€ 0N 1 "L Lt
virnled b I =i forgive (1 |
I | a Iperyi- I:'. 1 s

Blull over g y =ystem, a3 o pres 1 1 .
i e whetl ‘1 W e g and 1 10 | li=nen
Iyeran wrrieed ! 1 {hia it [ 9¥stem | ! riginal pur) (
n i 0 10 thiat i iyl
thourht 1 e o | MANTIMIZ o | 1separable
much fabor. I not anl watchol | Trom ils sq The ¢
| the u!?-.:.-:| ers, hat walched mies of the NeESATY wore be
i”i'*"*'-l*—(.'l.}ll < 1o 1zh a de- on killinz 1t ind the caombinat \
Hteetive whor irlo ne alane of politieal and o ther e
['The necessity for tha more rigig ' the H i r fatled 1n
lenforcement ot a'l law mnkv-‘*l (Concluded on Mige Kigit
i -



