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Interesting Murder Case.

Trial and Conviction in Mon-
roe of Negroes for Killing
Young Furr, Who at One
Time Lived in Lancaster
County, with ¢his Brohter-
in-Law, J. Harvey Flynn,

Monroe special in Thursday’s
Charlotte Observer: The jury
in the case of Sne Watts and
COnarles Stratford brought in a
verdict of guilty of murder in
the second degree at 10:30 to-
night after being out six hours,
The eentence of each is thirty
years in the State prison at hard
labor,

The trial of Sue Watts and
Charles Statford, both colored,
charged with the murder of Tho-
mas Furr, a white boy 18 years
old, was begun in Superior Court
yesterday morning.

The body of young Furr was

found in a field near the house
of Sue Watls early in the morn-
ing of January 22nd last, He
had been shot through the heart,
and County Physician Stewart
testified that death must have
been instantaneous. Mrs. Sallie
Furr, mother of the deceased,
said that her son left home rid-
ing a mule about a quarter of an
hour betore sunset the evening
before, During the night the
mule returned without saddle or
bridle, and later another mule
hitched to a buggy, both the pro-
pery of Harvey Flynn, Tom
Furr’s brother-in-law, was found
standing near Mr, Flynn’s barn,
There were blood stains on the
sides of the buggy and a pool of
blood inside. Harvey Flynn
was awakened, and he and his
wife and Mrs. Furr went to Sue
Watts’ house, about a quarter of
a mile away, the reason for their
going there being that the rider-
less mule had returned from that
direction. Sue staled to them
that she had rot seen Tom since
early in the evening. Mr. Fiynn
told Sue tou co back over to
his house; at first she retused to
do this, but finally consented
and went with them and remain-
ed there for about an hour when
she returned to hercabin. Inthe
meantime Mr. Flynn notified
Ben White and Lee Medlin, two
colored men who live in the
neighbornood, thar Tom was
missing and he suggested that
they come to Monroe for blood-
hounds to track the misging mun,
The two colored men came to
Monroe but could not get the
bloodhounds (“*mad dogs old
Lee Medlin called them when
ne testified) and Medlin decided
to enll at the house of Charles
Stratford and see if Tom had
been there, because, as he saud,
he knew Tom and Charles to be
very friendly, When the nezroes
reached Charles’ house, they had
gome difliculty 1n arousing him,
and when they told him ot Tom's
disappearance and the suspicion
of foul play he said, “Surely no;
Tom wus over here Lhis evening
and went away all right’’, Other
witnesses testified that young
Furr had been at Stratford’s
house early that evening, but re-
mained only a short time. Strat-
ford went back to bed and did
not go with the men to search
for Furr.

George Flynn, Harvey’s broth.
er, who lives two miles from
Harvey's house, was sent for and
he went over there between 4
and 5 o’clock in the morning,

gd‘larvny suggested that they all
,"go over to Sue Watts’ again, and
the body was discovered shortly
after they arrived. They called

Sue out, and then it was noticed |

that there was blood on her arm
and breast, G. W. Russ, who
came there after the others test-
ified that he siw Sue go in the
house and come out with Tom’s
hat under her arm, and that she
went to where the body was and
tried to slip the hat under the
blanket which covered the body
Russ went in the house and saw
blood on the floor near the fire-
place and spatters of bleod on
the woodwork over the fireplace
When Chief Laney reached the
scene, about 9 o’clock, he found
a lot of bloody clothing in the
woman’s bedroom, and there
was water on the floor of the
other room as if an attempt had
been made to wash up the floor
to remove stains of blood. The
Watts woman refused to say any
thing at the time, saying she
would tell all later.

Charles Stratford testified that
he was home all night that night,
and the reason he did not go with
Medlin and White to search for
Furr was because he did not
think that anything had happen-
ed to Tom. Stratford’s wite, his
brother and several other negroes
who live in the house with him
corroborated his statement that
he had been at home. Heo tes-
tified that he had a little fuss
with Furr the Sunday before the
killing occurred, but it did not
amount to anything and he and
Furr were friends alter it as be-
fore, as -was shown by Furr's
having visited him the evening
before he was killed. The fuss
was over at Sue Watts' house
when the defendant and Furr
were there and some others
drinking the Sunday before, De
fendant said he had never threat-
ened Furr. In answer to the
testimony of Jack Williams that
he had heard Stratford threaten
to kill Furr one day at noon about
two weeks before the killing, it
was shown by the payrolls ot the
Incemorlee Cotton Mill, where
Stratford worked, that he was al
work there from 6 o'cloek in the
morning till 6 at nizht on the
day in question, and could not
have been at the place where
Williams said he heard the thraeat -
made. Mr. Robert Iceman testi-
fied that Stratiord had lost only
half a day from work during the
month of January, and that was
on the 20th, two davs before
Furr was killed. Stratford said
that he went!to the Flynt.’s house
the moraing after the killing on
his way to work. He reached
there as th:\y wera starling to go
to Sus Watts' house the last tima
and he went with them. Har-
vey Flynn stated that Strattord
said to them, before he knew
anything about the blood in the
buggy, 1 am as innocent of this
as the angels in heaven.”
they reached Sue’s house, Char-
les went in and, one of the wit
nesses saild, he looked at Sus and
noticing the blood on her sloove
pointed to it and said, **Sue, you
say you know nothing about this.
how came that blood on  your
sleave?”’ Sue did not answer,

The testimony of Sue Watts,
which was given at the night ses
sion, was most dramatic. Her
story ol the relations between
her and young Furr ig unfit tor
publication, but from the evi
dence of others it seems to be
only too true. She teatified that
Furr came to her house that
night,'and seemad to bo troubled
about romething, He asked her
for his gun, which he kept there,
and she told him it was in the
room where it always was. He
got it, and after holding it in his
hands fooling with it for five
minutes, and mumbling to him-

When |

self likea crazy man, he said,
“Sue, do the best you can,” and
and went outside, saying he was
going to kill himselt., She said
he had eaid such things before,
80 did not believe him and did
not go outside with him. About
10 minutes atterward, she heard
the report of a gun and rushed
out to find Furr lying by a tree in
front of her house, She said
that the dead man had fixed the
&un to the tree by a rope in such
a manner that he could point the
gun at himself and pull the trig-
ger with the rope, She lifted
him up, holding hig head in her
arms and resting it against her
breast. She said she did not
want Furr’s folks to find the body
lying near her door, so she went
up to Flynn’s barn and gol out
the mule and buggy and drove
back, intending to take the body
and leave it in Fiynn's yard, She
lifted the body and placed it in
the buggy, she said, and started
to drive up to Flynn’s, she walk-
ing on the ground holding the
reins. But the body fell out of
the buggy, and she could not get
it in again, so she dragged it to
the place where it was found.
She lett the bugey where it was,
and returned to her house, She
took the gun off the tree nd car

ried it in the house where ghe
took the exploded she.l out and
put in a loaded one. "This is the
substance of her story. She made
no attempt to explain the pres-
ence of the blood stains around
her fireplace, and her explana

tion for the bloody clothing found
in ber room is also uufit for pub-
lication, She did not implicate
Stratford at all, and the latter is
considered to have made out a
good defense,

Dates Fixed for State and
County Democratic Con-
ventions.

The Columbia State: The
Stute Democratie executive
committee at the meeting last

night fixed the time for holding
the State convention for May
20, the county econventions for
May 4, and the precinet elubs
for April 25, This was the main
reason for the meeting, although
one or two other resolutions in
troduced At
the i';rm:im-.t or club meetings del-
eeates will

were discussed.

be the
when
the county conventions are ns-
sembled delegates to the Stage

elected
conventions

Lo

county and

convention will be elected, euch
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number representatives
in the general assembly,
1There was a vary full attenld-

the

when

e ap ; el
anc meeting \\‘r”“s!
cialled to order and as soon ns |
the dates for the coivention I
were fixed Mr. Cole L. Blease

broucht up a resolution recom
mending to the the
chante in the constilution ol
the party so that the first pri-
mary might be held on the third !
Saturday in  Augusta instead of
the fourth Tuesday as at present.
Mr, Blease stated that he had
heard of a number ol cases
where mill operatives were not
allowed to get off on Toesday in

CONVenLLon

order to vote and it was custo
mary in the mills to give the
operalives a hall hohday on |

Saturday. This applied partic
ularly to Richland county, he

said. The resolution was op
posed on the ground that it
would delay the returns. It

! painful aceident ;\hnulu_-;. e was

was finally tabled,

Judge Buchanan’s Wound
Proved Fatal--Sketch of
His Life.

Augusta, Ga., March 17—
Judge 0O, W. Buchanan, of
Winnsboro, and one of the best
known men in the Palmetto
state, died bere this morning,
a8 the result of a bullet wound
inflicted yesterday afternoon
while he was on a train en route
to Augusta, The bullet which
caused his death was fired by an
unknown party and crashed
through the car window while
the train was running near
Wards, S. C. The bullet entered
the right side and caused con-
gestion of the lungs, which re-
sulted in death at 11 o’clock to-
day. The shot was from a 22
caliber weapon,

Judge Buekanan had served
his state in several honored po-
sitions, having been circuit judge,
legiglator and attorney general,
He was born in Winnsboro,
Sept. 16, 1858, the son of R. A.
Buchanan and Rebecea Wood-
ward. On both sides he was ol
Revolutionary stock. His uncle,
Maj. John Buchanan, was one of
the signers of the Ordinance of
Seccession,

Judge Buchanan was educated
in the common schools of his
county and at Mr. Zion institute,
He studied law in the office of
Jas, H. Rion, and after an exam -
nation by the supreme court was
admitted to practice in 1880.

Mrs. Buchanan, to whom he
was married at Clark’s Hill, Jan.
2. 1880, was Miss Sophia A, Till-
man, a daughter of thelate Con-
gressman Geo, D. Tillman and a
niece ol Senator B, R, Tillman.

JUl]f;t’!
elected

Buchanan was twice
representative  from

Fairfield county to the general
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Mr. George Moore Dead.

The Well-Known Former
Lancastrian Passed Away
in Texas, the State of His
Adoption--To be Buried
Here.

The many friends in Lancas
ter, his former home, will be
shocked and grieved to hear of
the death of Mr., A. G. Moore,
of Rockdale, Texas, which occur=
red Thursday afternoon at Waco,
that state, The sad news was
conveyed here by wire Thursday
evening to Mr. Moore’s mother,
Mrs. N. C, Moore. The telegram
gave no particulars, but his death
must have been endden, as it was
only a fews days ago that a coms
munication was received here
from Mr, Moore in which no re-
ference was made to his being
sick, Asis well known, Mr.
Moore’s home was in Rockdale,
where he had been engagzed in
the newspaper business for some
years—was editor of the Rock-
dale Reporter, It is not known
here why he was in Waco, where
he died, but it is thought he
had gone there to get some one
to take his place in his office in
order that he might come to Lan-
caster to meet his brother, Mr.
William Moore, who is in the
government’s postal service in
Panama, and who is expected
here on a visit in a few days,

Mr, Moore was born and rear-
ed in this community, He was
a 8on of the late W. A. Moore
of the Lancaster bar and was
forty-three years of aze, and un-
married. He left here some 18 or
20 years ago, going to Texas, in
which state he resided the great-
er part of the time, e was a

assemble; was appointed assist-
ant atlorney general by Attorney
General D, A. Townsend, andi
upon the election of Mr, Town-
1893, was
elected without opposition to fil}
the vacancy thus On
Deec, 4, 1894, he was elegted
Judge of the Third circuit, At
the expiration of the four-yvear
term he was reelected, his
cond term commencing Dee, 8,
1898, For several vears he has
been practicing law at Winns-
boro.

send to the bench in

causeld

CES

skilled and successful newspaper
man, having started in that busi-
ness here during his young man-
hood, in the office of theo'd Lian-
caster Review, It be
membered that he spent a few
weeks in Lancaster,his old home,
last summer,

wiil re=

Chester Negro's Loss by Fire.,
Chester Reporter:  The barns
and stables of Will Pratt, colored
on the West End road, abont
mile trom the city, were (Iuslr--_\'-!
ed by fire

last  night, Pratts |
losa ig very heavy, including two
horsas, three hiead of cattlo.farm
ing implements and a supply of
feed, The fire is supposed to have

bl_'i'll ol incendiars origin,
§

e —

Struck in Eye by Nail,
Gaffney special in yesterday’s
Observer: Mr. Peorry [1ill, the
efficient superintendent of the
county farm, sustained

quite a
engaged in driving a nail with a
hammer and in striking it a
glaneing blow the pnail struck him '
in the left eye,

a |

As  characleristic of all his
family—parents, brothers and
sisters—Mr. Moore was u ma: of
exceptionally bright mind, [t
was apparently no troubls for
him to readily master anv kind
{of a problem, however intricate
[and perplexing  [le was also

Ii]'l.““l"‘:“('l] of a generons, open-
[ hearted nature, pleasing person-
|ality and companionable disposi=-
tion, all of which tended to win
{.r him friends of all with whom

he came incontaet. Of splendid

| physique and commanding pres-

ence, his was a striking fizure in
any crowd,

Mr. Moore is survived by his
mother, Mrs, N, O, Moore,
the tollowing brothers
Messrs, Ernest and Pau!
Moore and Mrs, B, L., Crawiord,
of this place; Mrs, J, O
of Rock Hill: Mrs, F O § sndon,
of Atlanta, Ga,,and Mr. Wil-
liam Moore, now of Panamas, The
remainsfare being brought to
Lancaster for burial, and are ex-
pected to arrive here tomorrow

and
and sis.

ters :

Lindsay

,or Monday.



