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HAMBURG-AMERICANS
CONVICTED BY JURY

Four Officials of German Line
Found Guilty of Criminal
Conspiracy.

WILL TAKE AN APPEAL.

Defendants Charged With Plotting
to Deceive Federal Government
in Sending Relief Ships.

New York, Dec. 2.—Three high
officials and a subordinate officer of
the Hamburg-American line were
found guilty tonight in federal court
here of having violated the laws of
the United States in sending coal and
other supplies to German cruisers In
the south Atlantic in the first few
months of the war. The jury re-
turned a verdict of guilty on each of
two indictments.

The specific charge against the de-
fendants was conspiracy to decelve
and defraud the United States.

The maximum penalty for each in-
dictment is two years' imprisonment
and $10,000 fine. A date for passing
géntence will be designated tomor-
row.

The jury 1s reported to have taken
one ballot after several hours of dis-
cussion of the evidence. The jury

was piven the case at 2:40 o'cloek
this afternoon. Its foreman, Georg |
W. Palmer, announced the verdict|
seven and one-half hours later.

An appeal, it seemed certain to-
night, will be made to the I'l'lll-l‘.'l1|
court of appeals and in case the ver- |
dict is upheld to the supreme court
of the United States. In the mean- |
time the defendants probably will re- |
main at liberty under $5,000 bail
each.

THE FOUR CONVICTED,

The four defendants affected by
the verdict are Dr. Karl Buenz, man-
aging director of the Hamburg-
American line in New York city, for-
mer German consul general here,
former German minister to Mexico
and German commissioner in g the
Venezuelan arbitration proceedings
Pefore The Hague tribunal; George
Kotter, general superintendent of the
line; Adolph  Hachmeister,
purchasing agent, and Joseph
pinghaus, a' former  officer in
German navy and present a see
ond officer in the Hamburg-Am:ri
line,

A fifth defendant, Felix Seffuer,
percargo on one of the neatral steam- |
ers sent to supply the German tleot, |
was not brought to trial. e was,
captured by the British while on his|
errand of relief and is a prisoner in
Canada.

The four defendants took the ver-
dict calmly. After the jury had filed
out Dr. Buenz turned to Kotter, sit-
ting at his left, and rising, shook
hands. “Auf wiederseen!” he sald |
and Kotter echoed the words. Hach-|
meleter sat silent, Poppinghaus, tall,
athletic, youngest of the four, rosc
to his rfull hgight and smiled.

“1 do not care,” he sald in broker |
Tmglish, “This i8 not the last word.' |

Defendants' counsel was silent as
to the verdict.
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FORD'S PLAN NOT l"\I)OR.‘nI-‘D

American Government Disavows Am 1
Conne: !lnn.

Washington, Dee. 2.-—Soveral !'.1|-1
ropean nations, m-utral as well as|
belligerents, have Inquired of the
United States concerning the status|
of the peace party to sall in vesuels
chartered by Henry Ford. To epch
Secretary Lansing has replied that
the American government not only!
has wo connection with the expedi-
tion, but assumed no responsibility
for any activities or negotiations of |
those engaged in the movement,

The fact that Mr. Ford had con-
ferred with President Wilson before
starting his movement to end the Eu-
ropean war gave some ambassadors
and ministers here the Impression
that the ''Washington government
might have some connection with it,

Bryan on the Way.
Jacksonville, YWia., Dec. 2. - En
route to New York, where he will con-
ter with Henry Ford regarding the
peace mission to Europe,
passed
throngh Jacksonville this morning
from Miami. his winter home.

Two British Ships Sunk.

. Dec. 2.—Two more Brit-
, the Colenso and ¥he

m hlm have been sunk, pre-

‘I'it,\'

| admitted in an official statement by

| forcements, directed his attacks upon
| Pribos and Plevije on Nevember 30,
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CONFERENCE 'OPENS
IN CHARLESTON

Address Betfore Historical Society of
South Carolina Methodists De-
livered by Rev, A, D. Betts,

Charleston  Special to  Columhbia
Record, Dec, 1.—The historical so-
ciefy of the South Carolina Metho-
dist conference held its annual ses-
sion last night ‘in Trinity church, |
The Rev. H. B. Browne of Kingstroe, |
president of the society, t'nmhu-tml
devotional exercises introductory to
the program for the evening. Praver
was made by the Itev. J. IB. Wilson
f Sumter, |

The feature of the session was the|
annual address of the Rev. Albert .|
Betts of Clio. Mr. Betls is a yvoung|
minister of marked scholarly attain-|
ments, with a decided bent towsrds!
historical research, and his address
also wes historical, “South Carollna.]
Methodism and Missions.”

It was an exhaustive story of
fethodist missionary activity and is
a very valuable contribution to Meth-
odist history,

On motion of the Rev. Charles H.
Smith of Camden it was ordered that
the address be published in pamphlet
form,

Following the address President
Browne announced that an arrange-
ment had been effected by which, in
the future the same orator will ad-
dress both the Upper South Carolina

‘onference and the Lower South
Carolina, the conferences  alter
nating in  the selection of  ora-
tors, For 1916 the orator will
he Dr. I 1Y, Wallace of Wof-

ford College, the selection of the Up-
per conference. It was also arranged
that the two  eonference will have |
the same curator, Dr. Wallace, who
will keep all receards in Wofford Col-|
lege library.

The Rev, W. H.
was selected
the society.

Hodges of Lake
vice president of
A number of new mem-
bers were olected. A number of his-
torieal relics, books, ete., were pre-
sented by members of the conference
and others,

DUKES PURCHASING
LLAND IN FAIRFIELD

Largest Real  Estate Deal in the |

History of the County, Says |

Report, !

Winnsboro Spedial to Charleston |
News  and  Courier, Dee, 2,—The

largest real cstate deal in the hi

of FPairhivld, and ne that I ran
terially wffect the prosperity of 1)

county in various ways, was consum
mated today, according to anthorit-

tive

reports, by the Dukes of Dur-)|
ham, N,
Jhe big tobaceo magnates are e

ported o have purchased great triacls
of land reaching from Great Falls,
along the Waterce river, to a point
below Longtown, bheing in close pros-
imity to the water rights already oc
cupied by the company in which the
Dukes are sald to be interested,

A colonization scheme will be un-
dertaken by the promoters along with
the contemplated erection of severa!
factories. The property will be divid-

ed into parcels and sold to white
anttlers with modern farm houses
erccted thereen, No definite  date

was given out as to when the actual
development of the caterprise wouid
begin,

MONTENFGRINS FALL BACK.

Adblnde otvonetaer Refore  Austros
Germun Armies,
Paris, Deec. 2 —Enforced retreat|

of the Montenegrin troops in the!r;
efforts to defend Ulevile against tie |

reinforeed Austro-German armies, isi

the Montenegrin war office receiviil

at the Monténegrin  consulate here
today. The statement savs:  “The
enemy having received heavy re'n.

Our troops were obliged to retire
upon thelr rear positions to defend

Plevje. We took thirty prisoners.’
7O USCRILBNT WINTHROP,
Miss Louise l\le(;w—n Member of
Ford Peace Party.

Rock Hii: Special to Charleston

News and Courier, Dec. 2.—Responil-
ing to Henry Ford's Invitation, Pres!- |

dent Johnson today appointed Miss county to be reserved ns a natlonal | mander of the Mexican

Lounise McCown as Winthrop's rep- |
resontetive in the Ford peace party,
which will eall from New York Sat-
uraly for The Hague., Migs McCowa,
who |8 a member of the sentor clags,
I8 In every way fitted (o represent her
college, In company with her father,
Sceoratary of State MeCown, she left
for New Ybrk this evening.

NOT MUCH FIGHTING

ON BATILE FRONTS

Montenegro and lIsonzo See
Principal Enguagements in
War of Nations.

ROUMANIA 1S

Much Confusion  as to Political Dee
velopmants—Azustrian Cahinet
Sulters Shakeup,
Deec,
lianm’s visit to

London,

imperor Wil-

which coin-
cides with the rasignation of three
Austrian cabinet ministers, is the
cause of much speculation. The two

Vi nna,

| events are variously assumed to he
| connected with the reported effort of

Germany to force Austria into a Ger-
man solverein, a desire of Emperor
Francis Joseph to secure a separte
peace through intervention of Pope
Benedict, and a rumored dispute be-
tween Austria and Bulgaria over di-
vision of Servian territory.

There is no authoritative basis for
any of these reports beyond state-
ments in the German newspapers
that Emperor William’'s visit was of
the highest importance,

Meantime operations in the Bal-
kans and the movements of the ar-
mies of the central powers continue
with unabated energy.
many, Dilgaria announeed that with

| the capture of Prisrend her eampaign

in Servia
to support the
avold a dispute with Greece, King
Ferdinand of Bulgaria has decided
against the occupation of Monastir,

has ended, which

suggestion

seems
that tn

' the only town of any importance re-
[ maining in Servian hands.

was still in the hands of Servians
until late Monday night and no offi-
cial news that there has been any
chanee there has been received since.

ATTACKING MONTENEGRINS.

Austria, with the
some German troops,
operations against Montenegro, the
frontier of which has heen erossed
but not without considerable opposi-
tion from the Montengring, who have
heen joined by some portions of the
Sorvian armies,

Rattles
that

assistance of

continues her

are now being fought in
part of the Sanjac of Novinazn:
hich was taken by Montenagro after
Balkan war, The Aunstro-}
mans are advaneing south from Soloy
and the frontier from
PMripolje.  In the north the Montene-
grins clalin to have defeated the Aus

avrass

|trians in the region of Fotcha, Bos-
nia. It s expected, however, that
the Austro-Germans have provid:
suflicient forees to make sure of o
suceecepsful campaign as they did in
the ease of Servia.
SNOW STOPS ARMIES.

In southeastern Servia, where tho

Irit'sh, French and Servians hold

strong positions, the snow still pre-

vents any movements of importance. |

No news has been received of the |
Austrians and Germans who proceed-
“d to Rustichuk, on the Danube river, |
to co-operate  with the Bulgarians
und Turks to oppose a possible Rus-
slan invasion through Rouman’a.

The attitude of Rouman’a is st'll
unecrtain, The latest reports sav
that she, like Greece, is trylng to re-
main neutral,

tirceee, in her reply to the latost
note of the Entente allies, fns!sts up-
on neutrality, and a finanl settloment
of the points at Issue betwecn Greoeco
#tid the Entente powcers {s not vet n
sight.  Greece ohjects,
\thens dispatcehes,

according
to the evacuntion

| of Saloniki by her troops, the hand-

ing over of the railways to the Kn-
tente allles and the policing by the
navies of the Entente powers of hor

constal waters to eireumvent the age-|

tivities of German submarines

The Italians continue their offen- |
give alonz the Jzonzo river. On the
other fronts comparative calm proe-
valls,

Big Reserve For Ovonee County.

Greenville, 8, C., Dec. 1.—The fed-
eral government today began pro-
ceedings  here to condemn 20,000
acres of mountaln land in Oconee

forest. Mora than 8,600 notices will
be served on peesons in all parts of
the United Statis and Canada.

Some of the decds, dat'ng back to
1780, involved poriiona of tha oria’
nal eatate of Jobn . Calhoun. At-
torneys from York end P
deiphia are iooking after castorn in-
tereets,
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NEW SHIPPING BILL T0
AID MERCHANT NARINE

Plan to (‘realc
to Interstate

Buan‘(l Similar
Commerce
Commission,

FoRr

WILL ASK $30,009,000.

CDralt of Measuree Subniitted to Rep-
resentative Alesander, Chair-

over deep water traflic, similar to
that exercised over railroads by the
interstate commerce commission, and
appropriation by Congress of $50,-
000,600 for construction of merchant
ships, designed for use as naval aux-
iliaries, are proposed in a new ship-
ping bill drafted after conferences
between Secretaries MecAdoo and
Redfield and submitted to day to Rep-

resentative Alexander, chairman of
the house .aerchant marine com-
| mittee,

From this draft will be developed
the administration shipping measure
to take the place of the one which
failed of passage at the last session
of Congress.

The old bill contemplated a ship-

ping board with powers limited to
control of a vessel-owning corpora-
tion, 51 per cent of the capital stock
L of which the government was  to
|l1nltl. The new one provides for gov-
jernment ownership of stock only in
[the even* priviate subscriptions aras
lacking.

With the $50,000,000 it is propos
od that the government have huilt in
American yards if possible,
having agegregate gross tonnage
| 400,000 or 500,000 to be leased or
eold tocorporations the entire stock
of which would be offered for popu-
lar subseription.
contain

"".\'."-l'1"“'

of

All contracts would

-

CAUQE OF DISASTER

MAINS JNKNOWN

Higihh Iovestization at Dul’ont Pow-
der Plant Fails  to Discover
Orvigin of KExplosion,
Wilmington, Del.,  Dee. 1.—Al

b .+ e B s e i

FIGHT WILL BE MADE
UN SENATOR CLARKE

thiough a searching investigation into 'omerene of ‘.)hiu t'untlid:itc for

the cause of the disastor was
by officials of the Dal*ont
Company immediately after

starte:d
Povder

the ex-

plosion which cauged the death of 21!

workmen and the serjous injury
SiX others the company's npper
Hagler yards vesterday, not hing of a
tnngible nature had been discovered

up to an early hour today.

of
in

Every

| tmploye who was near the building

man of House Committes,
Weahington, Deec, 1.—Creacion of |
a federal board with  jurisdiction

provisfjon for making ths

vessels available  for naval  use in

‘e of emergency. '
solicitor Thurman of the depart

mont of commerce, who put the drafi

into legal shape,  explained todas

however, that the raval feature had
been made secondary in importance.
“The bill aims" he said, ** to pro
vonrerchant marine and auxil
ary. not a naval rezevve
The shipping board woulid he giy-
pewers wide novah te rogul
reguaar amd reliable service at rates
rer pazsengers  and frelght  anmd to
prevent discerimination in favor of
< leeted shippers, It would be auth
nrized to act In confunetion witl the

tarstate commeroee
arrnnging four
e hetweon

vomniesion
through bills
rall lines and

nes under the

Aftory the Lill
| sldered and revised by
Con leaders in oand out
it will go to

of lad-
teamsaip
American tlag.

e w has been e¢on
administra
(1

President Wilson

in the house

and genate,

MANY PUT TO DEATH.

(Congress, |
for
final approval before it is introduaced |

destroyed was examined thoroughly.
Not one of the 26 men whoe wore in
the Pellet Packing
amd there is only a big hole in th~
ground where the building stood,
The investigators admit that there is
ilv little poesibility of the respon-
sibility ever being placed and com-

honse cseaped

without a thread on which to hang

their hopes that ite origin ever willl g

be ascertained,

Charles E. Landis, an official of the
DuPont company, gave out a state-
ment in which he said that every pre-
caution had been taken to proteci
the plants and that these precautions
had been redoubled with the receipt
of war orders,

“Our policing system,” he added,
“is under the direction of Major
tehard W. Sylvester, former chiof
of police of Washington, and he is in

charge of the companv's secret

Bel
Viee,

“The whole thing is an absoliute
mystery.  Not a man is lving who
was In or  even near the packin;
house when  the aceident  ocenrred
and we seom to be without the nieans

al even starting an investization.*

MISTRIAL IN CASE
AGAINST TOM WATSON

Jury After Thivty Hours of Delibera-
tion Heported Hopeless Deadlock
and Was Discharged,

Executive Presiding Offi-
cer of Senate.

A LIVELY CONTEST LIKELY.

Opposition to Senator Clavke Has
Been Smouldering S'nee Demao-

cratic Conterence Monday.,

Washington, Dhee, 1.—Senator
Pomerene of Ohio became a candi-
date tonight for president pro tem-
pore ol the senate in opposition to
Senator Tames P. Clarke of Arkan-
sas, whr jecks re-election. The can-

| didacy ol the Ohio senator announced

| after a session of the senate Demo-
pany officials stated that they were

cratic caucus, assures g lively con-
test which will be settled next Fri-
ay.

Opposition to Senator Clarke had
been smouldering since the Demo-
cratie conference began Monday be-
cause of his antagonism to the ship
purchase bill at the last session, Ad-
ministration leaders had sought,
however, to allay this opposition for
the sake of party harmony and it
was not until tonight that an open

ehit developed,

Tomorrow the Democratice confer-

enee will act on the report of the
shrciinl committee on rules proposing
Hmitation of debate to prevent fijli-
Ustering, . The committee  tonight
agrocd upon a cloture rale, whieh
vould provide means for forcing a
neasure to o vote whenever fiflibus-
ring tactics became apparent. It
would provide that when a senator
arises and asserts the opinion that
mooattempr fs being made to ab-
struct 4 measure and claims  the
right of the senate to proceed to 2
ote, the chalr shall submit to the
senate without debate on the (qUes-
tion:

“l= it the sense of the senato that
tattempt is being made to abst ret,

minder or delay a vote?*

It the gues-

on s devided to the atfirmative, it
wouldd he in order for any senator
to move to fix a tf for taking a

te on the pending meagare and all
mendments, sueh motion to be de-
vithout debate, The tim LX)

S| i be nt 1 tw al-

b I | I o ninl £ of = h
Trom i ni ha npnose
loture predicted tonight that the
I rule would be vigorously

in the conference

The eatcus today elected Senator
iton of West Virginia, vice chair-
vn ol the conference and Senator
Lwls of 1linois was re-elecled as
G ke G Lhe sleering com-
mittee, Senator Kern named Senn-
tors  Marting, Owen, Chamberlain,
Theat (FGormas, Williama, Jumes
| ) TN i M. y ']‘.-“_
O LR Sty anorging and
Tarke of Arkaneas retived rom the

cormitiey The new committee will

miake up commitiee assignments for
Pithe new senate Senator S ninons,
eha'rman of the finanee commitiee,

Augusta, Ga., Dee. 1. A mi=rrial
was ordered’ in federal osart hore
tevsaht in the -ase of Thomas 1.
Watson, the Thams=on, Ga., olitor,
chiarged with sonding ohsee: o mntt
through the malls.  The jury, after
a0 hours” deliberation, ported g
hopeless deadlock and was dischn
el

LN N
19 ftor o tita! o

VIl on hiz" ol

Judge Lambdin atled the Jw
Hiwy conrt tonight after a o 1
with connsel for botly sid 1 hieh
L was agreod that shouldl a verdicr
not he reached toni nstrial
should be taken. . 1 NRrown o
Tennille, Ga., foremiun of the jury
stated that it was “impossibie’ for

jury to agree and on the josls
greationing athey juwrors, J. A
Urawford of Martinez, Ga., declarqd

“Your hcnor, this jury might re
muin here 30 years and it woulll
never reach a verdiet,'

Judge Lambdin then  ordered o
pmostrial and ecourt was adjourned,
Watson returned to Thomeon betore
| the jury wpqa called in

The indictment was returnsd in|
1913, after a previovs Indietment hiad
wen quashed on a technivality and

[ Two Vil Generals  Among Ha T
Hundred shot,

Lor Angeles, Cal, Dec 1.—Two|
| Villa gencrals, Orestes Poreyra and |
(B Jiminez, with 50 officers of the
eommand, captured after a battle on
Ithe TFuerte river in  Sonora, were
court-mnrtinled and shot, according
to o telegranm received today from
Ir:» aernl  Obregon  at Nogales, by
Arturo Conzales, Carranya comm
ol agent hero

Villa’s power now has heen com

pletely broken, Obregon stated in his

| mesage,

| vIsll

At Barbo, north of  Hermesio
whare General Manuel Dieguez fin
ally seattered his main body, Villa|

ilil'qiru}'ul all of his artillery, the re-
'port said.

after one tederal grand Jury bad re-

used

to indict Watson on  sgimilar

charges. The articles were puhlish-
cd i 1911 and 1912,

Thare was no indication te night

Fto wiether or not the distriet at
rney would pross for another trinl
o

OoBJECT KAISER'S VISIT,

ftustrinn iforts
Separate Peace,
vim  Parls, Dee, 1 “The
object of  Emperor Williams'
to Viennn was to put a stop to
efforts Austria I making, by

To stop to Ohitain

Rome,

real

means

, of negotiations through Madrid with

| the

A part of his forces defeated on the | conce with the quadruple Entente,”

Il-'m_'rtt_\ river escaped,
| parently toward
| th the expectation of joining Gos
| ernor Esteban at Mexicall,
| Calexico, Cal.

’ Obregon also stated

proceeding ap-

onpnai:r-‘

that among '

[ the numerous  prisoners who  snr-

Irr_-mlert-ll to General Calles was

Alejandro Ceresola, former com-

navy under

| Huerta. |
| i

Roumania About Ieady,
London, Dee. 1.—Roumania  will |

ultimatum to Austria ns

Fntente allics
trate 509,000 men in the Balkans, it
i8 reporied In Becharest,

Apon 08 the cancen

B0V

Contral News dispateh from that f‘ll\' | that reac hml here Ilate

STy T v

; | say8 the Tribuna.
Lower California, | lin disagree on the question of peace

Vatican, to obtain a

“Vienna and Ber

Boerlin desires to  treat

to erugh England,
& real and lasting peace to end the
tension which rapidly ‘& becoming

too great for Austria to bour

Urba'ejo and His

but Vienna desires |

Eowas learned, has proposed that h's

commitiee be enlarged so that Sen-

ator Underwood of Alabama, former
aajority leader of the house, may
peoEiven a pliaes,

Demoorats of the houge wiuys and

fibeans committee continued work on

Fnment: v nrob-

Wy will be completed tomorrow,
| House Republicans wi' cauess to-
marvaw to consider the filling of mi

separafe

| member of a peace commission
separately |
| with each of the allies &o ag to break
inp the quadruple j¥ntente and then

|
|
|

L4000 Men S
render,

Nogales, Ariz., Dec. 1. ~General |
Urbalejo, Villa's Yaqui Indian (\him"—'l
tain, with h's entira command of
LA00 men, sarrendered today tn|
Farranza army aofMicers a( Carho, :{flh-
miles gouvth of here, sald a report

today.

nority places on the committees.
Speaker Clarke reached Washing-
ton taday prepared, sald, for a

lasting “until the dog dayg."

he
Hesslon

Leaves 1o Join Ford Party.

Columbla, Dee, 1.-——Andrew Js
Yethea, Heutenant kovernor, who last
night accepted the offer of lIn-nr_v
Ford to visit European countries as a
. will
leave Columbia today for New York,
The peace party will sail from New

York Saturday morning. Governor
Manning several days aso refused

the invitation
husineas,

because of official

‘enator Smith Ask= Action on Potash
Prollem.,

Washington, Dee, Z2.—Senator

Smith of South Carolina asked Pres-

ident Wilson today to have the  BOV-

roment arsist in getting potash l'rom
iermany for Southern cotton plant-
w5 for vae in fertilizor.
dent

Caulad do everything possible; .

The Presl
“aid that the state clnpsrtmunt"




