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REPORT
OF THE SECRETARY OF TIIE NAVY.

NAVT DEPARTMENT, NOV. 25, 1544.
SIR: I have the honor to present to you the \

annual report of the condition and operations of j
Ahis Department of the public service.

The Navy of the United States cemsists of J
1 six ships of the line, one razee, fourteen fri- !
gates, twenty-one sloops of war, sixteen brigs !

.and schooners, three store-ships, and eight |
steamers afloat.

There are on the stocks in an unfinished
state, four ships of the line, three frigates,
store-ship, an iron steamer at Pittsburgh, and j
one at the Navy Yard at Washington to he us-
ed as a water tank. Since the last Annual Re- j
port, after careful survey and inspection, it was j
found most conducive to the public interest to I
sell the frigate Hudson, and the store-ships
Consort and Chipola, and orders have been re-
cently given for the s ile of the Pioneer. In each !
case the Navy Agent conducting the sale was I
limited as to the price, and the sales are satis- !
factory. The Hudson was originally built by

; contract for a foreign government, was found
to be unworthy of repair, and it was lielieved
to be more advantageous to sell than to break
her up.

The vessels in commission have been employ- 1
ed as follows:

In the Home Squadron, the frigate Potomac, 1
the sloops Vmcennes, Vundalia and Falmouth, |
the brigs Somersand Lawrence, and the steam- j
er Union, under the command of Com. Conner. !
:In the month of August the Vincennes return- j
ed north from the Gulf of Mexico, was ptit in
ordinary, and her crew discharged.

In the Mediterranean sea, the squadron was

under command of Com. Morris, until lie left
.hat station in the Delaware "i t in February, i

when the command devolved on Com. Joseph I

r Smith. Our Naval forces in that sea consist of jthe frigates Cumberland and Columbia, sloops
.Plymouth and Fairfield, and store-ship Loxing- !

i ton. The new sloop St. Mary's is under or- j
ders, and will proceed, as soon as she is ready j
for sea, to relieve the .?Fairfield.

On the coast ofBrazil, the squadron lias con- j
sisted of the ColumbuolA, frigates Raritan and j
Congress, sloops John Adams anil Boston, brig
Bainbridge and schooner Enterprise.

The Columbus, John Adams and Enterprise
have returned uome, been put in ordinary, and j
their crews discharged. The squadron is under j
the command of Com. D. Turner.

In the Pacific Ocp.ri there have been em-
ployed the frigates United States and Savan- I
nah, sloops Cyane,.Levant and Warren, sclir. !

, Shark, and store-ship Relief. The U. States
and Cyane have returned home, been put in or- \
dinary, and their crows discharged. The new !
sloop Portsmouth has been fitted for sea, and is :
under orders to join this squadron. Com. Thos.
ap C. Jones was relieved from the command !
by Com. Alex. J. Dallas, by whose lamented
death in the month of.tfuno last, the command ;
devolvod on Capt. James Armstrong, the se- !
cond in command. Com. John D. Sloat has '
been ordered to the Pacific to assume command
on that station.

No change has been made in the vessels com- j
posing the East India Squadron since the last 1
annual report. The frigate Brandywine arriv- j

) ed at Macao with the Hen. Caleb Gushing on \u25a0
board, in February last. The sloop St. Louis j

p and the brig Porry have since arrived at the
same port. Both of tiiese vessels were detain-
ed on their outward passage by the illness of
Comr. Cooke, of the St. Louis, and of Conir. j
Dupont, of the l'erry. To the mortification of.
both these offioers, and to tlio regret of the De- j
partment, each was compelled, by the state of
his health, to relinquish iiis command and re- |
turn to the United States. Capt. McKeeverand j
Comr Join* Stone Paine were sent uu., io sup- '
ply their places. The squadron is command- j
ed by Com. Foxhall A. Parker. The frigate
Constellation, bearing the pendant of Coin.
Kearney, returned botnn in April last, after a
cruise of nearly four years. She has been laid j
up and her crew discharged.

The squadron on the coast of Africa, under !
4 of Com. M. C. Perry, consists of the i

.rigate Macedonian, sloops Saratoga and Deca- ]
?xcur, mounting ninety-throe guns. The sloops j
Treble and Yorktown, and brig Truxton, have
been sent out to relieve the Saratoga, Decatur
and Porpoise. The new sloop Jamestown has \u25a0
been launched, and is in active preparation to ;

' gc to sea to relieve the Macedonian. Com.
Gl as. W. Skinner has been ordered to proceed
in her to the station andttlieve Com. Perry.? ,
Another sloop will be ordered to the station
with all practicable dot,patch. The squadron,
as thus constituted, will mount S3 guns. It is j
found that single decked vessels are,best suited j

yto this service, and that in them the health of
' the officers and crew will he more secure than j

k in those of a larger class and more difficult of

I ventilation. It affords rac pleasure to state
v that the apprehensions which were entertained

for the health of the squadron have not been
realized. While at sea it.is found that their
health is good, and the deleterious influence of
the climate is only felt by those on shore.?
The operations of the squadron have, it is be-
lieved, exercised a favorable influence in pre-
venting the slave trade. With the provision of
our law denouncing it as piracy, and the pre-

. sence of otr own Naval forcee, with authority
' to-visit all vessels undor the American flag, it

is tot probable that our citizens will engage in
this disgraceful and perilous traffic, or our flag

, bo need by others to any great extent.
If other Christian nations would inflict the

same punishment on the offenders, it is not im-
probable that the trade would cease.

The store-ship Erie is about to sail from New
York witli stores for this squadron. The un-
liealthinexs of a residence on shore, the influ-
ence of the climate in deteriorating provisions

I when in store, and tho difficulties of landing
them, make it very desirable to have a large
and well found store-ship permanently altacii-

d/ked to the station.
Noalteration has been made in the cruising

grounds of the several squadrons since the last
annual report.

The following vessols havo been employed
on special service. The frigate Constitution,
Capt. Percival, sailed from New York on the
29th May last, on a cruiso in the Indian Ocean.
The Hon. Henry A. Wise took passage in this
ship, and was landed at Rio de Janeiro on the
6th August, when she proceeded oh her cruise.

The steamer Princeton, Capt. Stockton, has
been employed in gun-practice ami experi-
ments. She is under orders to be prepared for
a cruise to test her qualities, as well under her
sails as her steam, and to determine the ad-
vantages of her mode of propulsion.

The steamer Poinsett, Lieut. Semmes, lias
been employed in making surveys between
Apalachicela bay and the Balize. The work
is finished, and she will be laid up for the win-
ter.

The brig Truxton, Lieut. Upshur, returned
from Constantinople in January last, with the
remains of Coin. David Porter, and in June,
sailed to join the squadron on the coast of Af-
rica, under command of Commr. Bruce.

Tkc steamers Col. Harney arid Gen. Taylor
were transferred from the War Department for
the use of the Navy. The former lias been
employed in the transportation of recruits and
supplies for the Navy, and is now under orders
to sail without delay under command ofLieut.
Lynch, to prevent trespasses on the live-oak ;
and other timber on the public lands between j
Capo Sable and tho Balize, with instructions to j
give aid to merchant vessels in distress during!
the coming winter. The Gen. Taylor, Lieut, j
Farrand, lias been employed for like purposes
during the past season.

The sclir. Phenix, and brig Oregon, have
boon successively employed under the com-

mand of Lieut. Arthur Sinclair, as a packet
between this country and the Isthmus of Duri-
en. The mails for the squadron, and for such j
of our citizens as choose to adopt this mode of,
Conveyance, are regularly forwarded by this
route. The sehr. Flirt, Lieut. Davis, will be |
employed on the same duty. It is believed that j
great advantages to the service and to the pub- j
lie will result from this mode of cominunica- j
tion with the Pacific Ocean.

The Pennsylvania, at Norfolk; the North |
Carolina, at New York; the Ohio, at Boston;
the Experiment, at Philadelphia; the On-ka-
liy-e, aJt Charleston, and the Ontario, at Balti- |
more, arc employed as receiving vessols.

The force estimated for and proposed to be J
employed during the year, commencing on the
Ist day of July, 1845, consists of 10 frigates,
13 sloops of war, 7 brigs, 2 schooners, 4 armed

steamers, 3 small steamers, 4 store-ships, and 2 ,
snialhvcssels.

It is not so large as that estimated for in the j
last annual repoit?but it is somewhat larger
than that authorized by the appropriations for ,
the current fiscal year. It is confidently be-
lieved that this force may be most advantage- '
ousl.y employed ill giving protection to Anicri- ]
can commerce, which is daily enlarging its op-
erations in every region of the globe.

The cruising grounds of the several Squad- !
rons are so extended, and the interest of our ;
fellow-citizens requiring their protection, so
large, that it is hardly possible, with the utmost
zeal and activity on the part of the officeis, to
visit many points, where the presence of a na-
tienal ship is necessary to attain this great ob- i
jeet. To this protection tliey are entitled. In
affording it, a high public duty is discharged,
the officers and men are kept familiar and prac-j
tiacd in their duties, and it is not believed that j
the public vessels sustain more damage than ifj

| kept in ordinary.
Jsy the act of the 17th of June, 1844, it is

provided that the whole number of petty offi-
\u25a0 cers, seamen, ordinary seamen, landsmen, and
boys in the Naval service during the current fis-

| cal year shall not exceed, at any one time,seven i
! thousand five hundred men. The Department!
I promptly gave orders to suspend the enlistment (
| of men, and to discharge the crews of the ves- j
i els as they reached our own waters, until the j
rouuired reduction was effected. The line of|
battle ships have been put out of commission, I
except as receiving vessels, and the cornplc Jments of men allowed to the several classes;

. carefully revised and reduced to the lowest j
1 jsjint consistent with tho safety of the vessel
and the honor of the flag. It is hardly possible,;

I iii view of the changes of crews on foreign [
stations to maintain any specific number with '
exact precision. The Department has endea- |
voted to conform to the law, and it is believed
that tho measures adopted have been success-
ful.

I-deem it my duty to suggest that the reduc- '
1 tion made by that proviso will, in my opinion, i
be injurious to the public interest. It precludes !
the employment of ships of the largest class
and if it should become the settled policy of
the 'Government, the officers who will be re- 1
quired to command them, in the event of war, [
will not have that degree of familiarity, with
the order and management of ships of the line, j
which is essential to success. There are also
considerations of great weight against adopting!
as a maximum the number of men intended to
be actually employed. In sending reliefs to
to squadrons abroad, it will frequently happen!
that tho relief vessel sails before the one to be
relieved returns home; while one is on the
way to her station and the other on her return,j
there is apparently a double crew in service,:
but not so for any valuable purpose. With
such a restriction no public exigency or unfor-j
seen national necessity would authorize an ail-i
dition to tho number until the law could be re-
pealed. The Coast Survey, the Ordinary, and i
the Receiving ships, all require men, and they 1
form a part of those allowed to tho Navy.

I have, therefore, caused .estimates to be pre-
pared for nine thousand men for the next year, j
and it is believed that this number will not ;
leave availablo, for the ships of war in their
appropriate duty on foreign service, more than
seven thousand five hundred men.

An increase of the number ofPursers and
Surgeons is respectfully recommended. The
number of the former is not sufficient to re-
lievo the commanding officers from tho neces-
sity of performing the duties of Purser. For
this they are not compensated, the duties are

not professional and they are sometimes in-1
volved in apparent defalcations for want of j
knowledge oi' accounts and of the required i
forms of vouchers. The duties of disbursing
officer places the Commander in such a relation
to the crew, as to affect injuriously the disci-
pline of the ship. If provision shall be made
for the increase of the number of disbursing of-
ficers of tho Navy, as is earnestly recommend-
ed, it may bo effected with more oconomy, and
with great advantage, by authorizing the ap-
pointment of Assistant Pursers at a small sala-
ry. Twelvo such officers might he employed
with great advantage in the small vessels in
commission. They would acquire an accurate
knowledge oftheir duties, and constitute a class
from which promotions to the more important
and responsible office of Purser might be advan-
tageously made. In the British naval service,
the employment of clerks in charge, in the
smaller vessels, doing the duty of Purser, lias
been approved, after long experience.

The number of Surgeons and Assistants is
found to be below tho wants of the service.?
The Oregon had to procoed to sea, recently,;
with a citizen Surgeon, ami the voluntary but
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reluctant resignation of several passed Assis-
tant Surgeons of great merit, shows that the
duties required of those in service are greater
than they ought to be subjected to.

The measures adopted to keep a regular pro-
perty account and to enforce accountability in
the purchasing and disbursing of supplies and
in the public stores have been very success-
ful.

The inventories exhibit a very large amount
of publicjproperty under the control of this E)e-

partnient, and the returns required and the ex-
aminations to which they are subjected, will
insure, in a great degree, against any abuse or
waste in this respect.

There appeared to be a considerable quantity
of articles of various kinds which were no
longer fit for use. After a careful selection of
those, which could be made available with re-
pair, the residue have been directed to be sold
and the proceeds carried to the head of appro-
priation from which they were purchased; a
detailed statement of these sales will be com-
municated as soon as they are closed.

Under the act of 17th of June, 1544, and the
Joint Resolution ol 18th February, 1843, a
Hemp agent has been appointed for the State
of Missouri. The agents for Kentucky and
Missouri have been instructed to allord every
facility and information on the subject, and ar-
rangements have boon adopted for purchases of
Hemp, with a view of carrying out the policy,
indicated by Congress, of buying no more for-
eign Hemp, if domestic can be procured of
suitable quaility, and at as low a pi ice. Some
deliveries have been made, and the reports as
to their quality are highly satisfactory. The
same rule lias been adopted in securing supplies
of Sail Duck.

To enable the llemp-growers to have their
products submitted to the necessary tests and
inspection with greater convenience, it is pro-
posed to establish a rope-walk at the Memphis
Depot on the Mississippi river.

11l execution of the act of the 15th of June
last, to establish a navy yard at, or adjacent to,
the city of Memphis, aboard of officers was or-
ganized and ordered to repair to that city, ac-
companied by Mr. Sanger, the Engineer of the
Bureau of Yards and Docks. Captain Rous-
seau, Cominr. Adams, and Lt. Johnson, were
ordered on this duty; they made the selection,
and reported the results of their examinations,
with a draft and diagram, and with the evi-
dences of title as far as made. The selection
is approved and believed to be highly advan-
tageous. But the difficulties, or rather delays,
unavoidably encountered in obtaining a perfect
titlo to the site have suspended the organization
of the establishment and the commencement
of active operations. Estimates of additional
appropriations for this work are presented.

It is proposed to finish the construction of
' the frigate St. Lawrence, and of the sloops Al-

j bany and Germantown, and of the steamer at
I Pittsburgh. The estimates from the Bureau of
Construction contemplate the completion of
these vessels and their equipment. The rea-
sons on which this recommendation is founded
are stated by the Chief of that Bureau in his
special report. Under the general head of ap-

j propriation for "Increase, Repair &c.," as now
presented, Coal and Hemp, which have liercto-

| i'ore been a subject of specific appropriation,
are included.

It is not proposed during the coming year
! to procure any additional supplies of live oak
! timber beyond those already contracted for.?

j A schedule of all outstanding contracts for
\ supplies of materials for construction, was pre-
pared by rny direction soon after the adjourn-
ment of Congress, and they have been satisfac-

i torily adjusted and closed or limited, so as to
bring them to a speedy consummation. The

' estimates from this Bureau provide for the re-
pairs of the necessary vessels to keep up the
contemplated force under any circumstances of
accident, disaster, or recall: and for the wear

and tear of vessels in commission or in ordinary.
It is also submitted for the consideration of

Congress, that an appropriation be made to re-
build the frigate Guerricro, for completing the
iron war-steamer which Robert L. Stevens,
Esq., has contracted to build according to the
provisions of the act of April 14, 1843, and to
build a brig to replace the Enterprise.

The estimates from the Bureau of Docks
and Yards are made with a view of prosecuting
with efficiency the dock-yard at Memphis,
with its appendages, the works at Petisacola,
and to carry out the plan of improvement at
the other dock-yards, which was adopted in
the year IS2BI Amongst the buildings esti-
mated for at Pensacola is a house, or shelter
for coals for steamers, which is deemed of ve-
ry great consequence to the future operations
of our Naval forces. Whether appropriations
shall be made now, or at a future time, to
complete the plan of the Atlantic Dock Yards,
is a question respectfully submitted lor the con-1
sideration of Congress.

There are reasons of great weight in favor
of progressing with all these works with some j
degree of activity. Labor is at a moderate j
price, and employment eagerly sought after.? i
It is desirable to retain in the public service ox- I
perienced mechanics and laborers accustomed [
to the routine of duty, and the regulations of,
the public works. Thus on an emergency the
pablic interest will not suffer by suddenly call-
ing into employment men who are not thus
prepared to be efficient. By temporary employ-
ment and sudden discharges in dock-yards,
great distress is often produced, which justice
to the men employed, and a due regard to the
public interest, forbid.

By the act of 17th June, the Secretary of
the Navy was directed to expend an appropri-
ation therein made in "continuation of the
work already commenced at Brooklyn for the
construction of a stone dry-dock,' I '' or in the
construction of a dry-dock on some other plan,
if he shall deem the same better suited for the
purposes of the Navy, as in his discretion he
shall doom best for the public interest."

In a svibitqutnt section of the same act, the
Secretary of thoN.vy was directed to appoint
a competent hoard of officers and eiipineets to

examine and rapoitto Congnsi at its next ses-
sion, the relative properties and advantages o!
a dry dock and ofthc different Uinds.of fl rating
docks with or without a basin and railways. A
board of offi-era and enginrer?, consisting of
Commodore Kearn y and Capt. Wym.tn, ot the j
Navy, and Capt. A. Taloott, and U.P. S. San-1
ger, Civil Engim er-, were ordered to perform j
tins duty, ami to examine the harbors ol Pcrua- I
cola, and ot Portsmouth,N. H., for the purposes |
mentioned in the said smtion. Uncontrollable |
circumstances have delayed the board in the l
perlormance of their duties. But they have j
made considerable progress, and their rcpoit may ;
bs txptetcJ at as varly a day as will be comis- 1

lent witli the thorough examination necessary
to correct conclusions.

In discharge of the duty devolved on me by
the section first above recited,! repaired to New
York and examined the site at Broiklyn and
the plans of docks suhmitted for my inspection.

One ol these was Gilbert's balance dock,and
tlie other the sectional docks ot Messrs. Mood)
k Dakin. Both are filiating docks. Messrs.
.Moody k Daliin have patented a plan of basin
and railway as an appendage to receive the ves-
sel which h>s been elevated by their dock. 1

\u25a0 ain not aware that this last improvement had
! been put into actual operation, otherwise than
;by a model. In view of the terms employed

; and of the duties imposed, by the two sections
I above referred to,I construed the law to requite

j the establishment of a Dry Dock at Brooklyn.
With our own experience ul the admirable adap

1 tation of such stiuctures to the purposes ol the
Navy, confirmed by the practice of the princi-
pal maritime powers ol Europe, 1 lee! it to be

1clearly my duty to proceed with the stone Dry
Dork already commenced on a plan similar to
those which had been so successful at Norlollr

1 and Boston Of the relative properties and ad-
vantages of floating docks with or without ba-
sin and railways, and ol the stone Dry Dock,
for the purposes of the Navy, I do not deem it

proper to express an opinion,as the aid in lo rn-
nig a correct conclusion,to be expected Irani t lie
board charged with that inquiry, by the direc
tiiIIof Congress, was not at my command.

The work on the stone Dry Dock is progres-
sing in a satisfactory manner, under tlie direc-
tion of Wm. Gibbs McNeill, Esq , as Engineer
of 'he Dock.

The estimates from the Bureau of Yards and
Docks also provide lor improvements at the

several Naval Hospitals. These improvements
are b lieved to be important for the protection
of the public property ard to ensure the safe
and judicious treatment of the sick. The Na
vy Hospital Fund is not sufficient to hear so
heavy an outlay at once, and it is respectfully
submi ted lor the c nsideration ol Congress
whether an appropriation shall he made for these

I objects in aid of tlu fund.
1 would also respectfully state that there are

i now confined in the several Naval Hospitals,
twelve insane persons belonging to the Naval

j service. These noble edifices, which have been
; constructed for the accommodation and comfort

I of the sick and disabled, have no suitable apart-
men's for the treatment of the insane. Those

1 suffering tinder this deplorable malady cannot
! receive that judicious treatment, which has, in

S mod rn times, so frequently led to a recovery of

i reason,and the ravingsol the manaie often prove
j highly injudicious to the sick inmates of the

I hospital. I therefore, suggtst that, if it shall
] be the pleasure of Congress to provide an asy-
lum fot the insane of the District of Columbia,
provision may be made for tbe insane of the
Navy and Army in the same establishment.

| I invite attention to a report from the Bureau
| of Ordnance and Hvdrography on the subject of
i ihe delays and difficulties encountered in pro-
! curing, under contract, as required by existing
laws, ordnance and gunpowder. The opera-
tion of the proviso to the act of the 34 March,
1843, which requires that all supplies for the

j Navy, when time will permit, shall be procur-
ed by contract with the lowest bidder after ad-
veitiscment, has not promoted the public inte-
rest, nor si cured to the public, in all cases,

I the advantage of a full and fair competition
! ?To the head of the Department and the offi-
i ctrs making purchases, it is a great safegurrd
! against reproaches or imputations of improper
preferences. But experience has demonstrated
that the public interest is not promoted in pro-
curing many of the most important and ntct'S-

I sary snpplies for the Navy in this mode. Some
j ol these are ordnance,gunpowder and medicines.

[ The law gives no discretion,but the lowestbid-
j der is to have the contract, whatever may be
his means, his experience or skill. If he de-

! dines, which he may do without penalty, it is
; to be offered to the next, and so on, until, n :t
unfrequently, injurious delays occur, aid well-
founded complaints are made, that by combina-
tion among bidders, the prices paid are higher

; than the articles would have cost in open mar
kit.

i I deem it (o be my duty to ask that the pio-
j visions of this law, applying only to this De-

| paitment, may be revised and modified.
The building lor a Depot of Charts is compu-

ted, and a substantial wall constructed around
Ihe square. The grading has been partially

j made, and to complete it, and to construct a
house,for the Suptrintendant,an estimate is sub-

: iniiteii kan appropriation recommended. The
instruments purchased have been received and

j placed in the Depot. They are well selected,
| and may be advantageously employed in the

; necessary observations, with a view to calcu-
late naut cal almanacs. For these we are now

; indebted to foreign nations. This work may
j be done by our own naval officers, without in-

| jury- to the service, and at a very small expense,
lt is confidently believed thai, in the process ol
time, a most perfect set of charts may be sup
(died from the Dcpjt to .he Navy, and to the j
commercial marine, entirely to be relied on tor i
accuracy, at the mere cost of publication.

The operation of the system for supplying the j
Navy with clothing, established by the act ol !
2bth August, 1842, has lean high'y satisfacto- '
ry. An appropriation of one hundred thousand
dollars is required to meet existing and future ,
liabilities, which will call lur payment before
the returns from the pay of the men will ena- j
ble the Department to continue tke supplies j
It is believed that after this appropriation, the i
addition to the per cent, on the prime cost, will
cover all losses, and the receipts rnect the dis- 1
burseroents, while the system possesses the great (
merit of furnishing fo the seamen the Dest ;
clothes at moderate prices.

The Navy Hospital Fund, on flic Ist day ot
November, 1844, consisted of two bunlred and
thirty thousand four hundred and tbirty-four
do'lars and fourteen cents. The number of agt d
and disabled seamen who have sought a home
at the Asy'uro near Philadelphia, has to in-
creased that it was found necessary to their

comfort to provide for withdrawing the Gover
nor and Surgeon from (lie rooms occupied by
them in the building. Two houses acc rding to j
tl e original plan, have been erected and are |
nearly completed, to be occupied by these offi-
cers. A small slip of ground adjoining the site j
of tbe Asylum has been purchased at a reasona- ;
bie price These aie believed to be very im
poriant additions to the establishment.

Ifii shall be the pleasure of Congress to au-
thorize the investment of the fund in securities
of the United States, it would add considerably
to its income. 'lhe money is now unproduc-
tive in the Treasury, and I earnestly recom-
mend that authority be given to make the in
vestment.

The condition of the Navy Pension Fund, ard
the claims on it, are stated in the report, of the

Commissioner of Pensions, herewith transmit-
ted.

Great anxiety is felt by many of the Surgeors
and Assistant Surgeons, and ot the Pursurs HI

the Navy to have allowed tbem an assimilated

r.ink: the corresponding officers in the Army-
enjoy it without detriment, to thesirvice. 1
respectfully recommend the subject to consider-
ation.

Purruant to the act of the 17th of June last,
the Naval Storekeepers at Rio de Janeiro, Hong
Kor.g, Mahon, the Cape do Verds, and the
Sandwich Islands, were disenntiaued, and, witIt
as little delav as practicable, officers of the
Navy were ordered to perform those duties.?

! As these officers were required to give bond be-

-1 lore they entered on the execution of their or*

1 ders, some delay occurred in making the selec-
tion. The cofltytensation allowed to'each is

1 fifteen hundred dollars per annum, and to each
; is allowed a clerk at six hundred dollars pir
| annum.

I The experimental examination of coals, ol
iron and copper, in which Professor Wallet JR.

' Johnson was engaged, and on which lie re;iort-
j ed at the last session nf Congress, were suspend-
ed; the appropriations being exhausted. It it

i shall be Ihe pleasure of Congress to have them
continued, an appropriation will he necessary.

1 In pursuance of the directions of tbe act ol
June 17'b, orders weie given for the discharge
ot all persons in the Navy appointed as Master's

! Mate, to do duty as Midshipmen, since the *ilh
day of August, 1542, and who were not at the
time of their appointment seamen of tiie let
class. These orders have been executed as to
all persons thus situated who were in the United;

! States, or who have returned from foreign
stations.

The third si ction of the act rt-pe tied so much
of previous acts of Congress as providid that
officers temporarily performing the duties be-
longing to those of a higher grade, should re-
ceive the. compensation of :uaii higher grade
while actually so employed.

1 respectfully suggest that the operation of
this tepealing act on those officers who are thus
employed on foreign stations, will probably in-
volve tlum in very serious embarrassments.? j
Uninformed of its passage, they will regulate j
their txpenditures by the rate of compensation i
which they supposed that the liw accords to
them, and in some of the squadrons, may riot he
advised of their mistake until they have re' c \-

j ed the higher pay and expended it to so large j
| an amount as to leave them without any income

from their pay for a long time. It is not de*i-
rable that the officers should be indebted to the

, Government, and to many the regular receipt
| of their pay is necessary to their suppoit.

I would respectfully suggest that tbe opera-
-1 tion of the law as to them should be postponed
I until information of its passage shall be receiv-

ed on board ihe vessel to which the cffi.ter so

i situated may he attached, and I would reeom*

j mend that it should not embrace the ease of
Passed Midshipmen performing tkt duty ot
Master. The expenses necessarily insu. red by ,

\u25a0 this class of officers in the performance of these
duties is beyond the pay of their own grade.

| Their services as Master are high'y Advanta-
geous and with the present limited number of

i warranted masters, many of whom are unable
to go to sea, from age or ioliimity indispensa

I ble.
The report of the Commandant of the Ma-

I rinc Coips, on the necessity i f an increase of

| the numbers in that branch of th- seivice, s
j respectfully recommended to eonsidera'ion

I respectfully repeat the recommendation of
1 the last annual report, that an additional num

I her of permanent Clerks be allowed to this De-
partment and (lie several Bureaux. The force
now allowed by law, except for a limitel lime ;

! and for temporary purp ses, is not sufficient to
j perform the duties which the present arrange-
ment ol the business in tbe Department requires

; The appropriation now made fir temporary;
purposes, the two clerks allowed lor the

j current year, with an addition of two or three
; book-keepers in the Bureaux would procure a
siiffi-icnt number of permanent clerks.

'I he division of the duties of this Depart-
ment, made hy the act ofre-organization of 31st
August, 1842, has produced much system and

\u25a0 ord r in its operations and promi-es In be vet
more beneficial in its results, under regulations

( soggescd by t-xperiince. 'lhe duties ofthc
Chiefs of the Bureaux are very laborious, and
advantage would result from a division of 'ln-
duties ol the Bureau ol Construction, Equip-
ment anil Ri pair, and the establishment of ail-

other Bureau
1 The estimates from the several Bureaux and
from the Commandant of the Marine Corps, ol
tbe sums which will ho required for Ihe propo-

| sid service ol the ensuing year, are transmitted
| with this Report.

Respectfully submitted,
JOHN Y. MASON.

Secretary oj'the Navy.
I To the PRESIDENT of the United Stales.

HEROIC CONDUCT. The Hartford Courant

1 states that, on Monday last, two lads about 12
; years old, the one a son of Mr. Erastus Good-
win, the other a son of Win. J. Dcnslow?-
while attempting to cross the ice at Mil! River,
broke through just above the dam?while
struggling in the water, and endeavoring to
sustain themselves by the surrounding ice,
they were seen by Col. Nathan M. Waterman, :
who immediately rushed upon the ico to their
rescue?when two or three rods from them, he
broke through himself, but, resolved on saving
the lads at all hazard, he forced his way
through the intervening ice, breaking it with
his arms and elbows, until ho had reached the
lads, who had sunk once or twice each and
were nearly exhausted, and sustained them
above water until boats and planks wore

brought to the rescue, and the trio, all quite
exhausted, were brought safely to tho shore.?
Such acts of heroism, put forth in such a cause,
surely deserve all praise.

AN ABOLITION VICTIM. A colored man

named Isaac Dean, who was employed by the
abolitionists to reside in St. Louis, Mo., and
superintend the stealing of slaves in that city,
has been fully committed to prison for the of-
fence, and stands a fair chance of serving in
the State Prison for life. The man is said to j
have been ignorant of the laws and of the con- j
sequences of his proceedings, and was urged to |
tako tho agency by white abolitionists who rc- i
side in free States.

LIBERTY STATE CONVENTION. Wednesday I
and Thursday, January Bth ami 9th, are the!
days fixed upon for the annual gathering, in
Boston, of tho "Liberty" men of Massachusetts.

MILITIAMUSTERS. The New Hampshire!
Legislature has passed a resolution abolishing

regimental musters, I

PRICE ONE CENT
BALTIMORE LOCK HOSPITAL,

NORTII FREDERICK STREET,

ON the riL'lit hand side point,' from Baltimore-nt.,
two doom from the corner?where may be ob-

tained most speedy remedy for Gonorrhoea, Gleets,
Strictures, Seminal Weakness, pain in the Loins, af-
fections of the Kidneys, and every Symptom of a se-
cret Disease.
A CURE WARRANTED, OR NO CHARGE MADE,

IN FROM ONE TO TWO DAYS.
ATTENDANCE from 7 in the MOKNINOTILL 10 at NIOUT.

DR. JOHNSTON,
A member of the Royal College of Surgeons, Licen-
tiate of the Apothecary's Hall, London, and Graduate
from one of the first colleges in the United States, may
be consulted in all diseases incident to the human
frame, hut more especially in tdl eases of a

CERTAIN DISEASE.
When the misguided and imprudent votary of plea-

I sure finds he has imbibed the seeds of this painful dis-
I ease, it too often happens that an ill-timed sense of
shame, or dread of disco\ cry, deters him from apply-

! i"P to those who, from education and respectability,
i can alone befriend hiinr delaying till the constitutional
symptoms of tins horrid disease make their appear-
ance, sue!; as ulcerated sore throat, diseased nose,
nocturnal pains in the head and limbs, diinncssof sight,
deafness, nodes on the shin hone s and arms, blotches
on the head, face and extremities, progressing on with
(rightful rapidity, tillat last the palate ofthe mouth or
the hones of the nose fall in arid the victim of this aw-

ful disease becomes a horrid object of commiseration,
tilldeath puts a period to his dreadful sufferings, by
sending him to "that bourne whence no traveller re-
turns." To such, therefore, Dr. J< IHNfcTON pledges
himself to preserve the most inviolable secrecy; and,
from his extensive practice in the first hospitals of
Europe and America, lie can confidently recommend
a safe and speedy cure to the unfortunate victim of
this horrid disease.

TAKE NOTICE. Those persons who have injur-
ed their constitutions by a certain practice, speedily
cured.

SI KGM'AL OPERATIONS on the Eye, such as
for Squinting, Cataract. Sic. Also those for Deformity
of the Limb, such as Club Foot, &c., periormed on
the Poor free of charge.

SKIN DISEASES SPEEDILY CURED. 1

Take notice, on the right hand side of X. Frederick
street, going from Baltimore street, 2 doors from the
corner. Observe the name.

Advice to the Pooi GRATIS. 028

TO MONOPOLY/ 7

FARE RED! ( EI),
NEW STEAMBOAT LINE TO PHILADELPHIA,

VIA CHESAPEAKE AND DELAWARE CANAL,
DAILY (SUNDAYS excepted,) at 7$ o'clk, A. M.

FARE ONLY $1.30.
wi m&pu*cj The only real Opposition Line be-

Baltimore aud Philadelphia.
h-aves the wharf, corner of Light and

Pratt streets, EVERY MORNING, (except Sunday.)
at 7$ o'clock, per splendid Steamer NAPOLEON,
Capt. Ross, to Chesapeake City, thence M miles
through the Canal to Delaware City, in first class
Packet Boats, commanded by gentlemanly and expe-
rienced Captains, and thence by the splendid Steamer
PIONEER, Capt. ililderhack, and arrive in Philadel-
phia early the same evening.

The public are assured thai (notwithstanding the
false reports ia circulation, of this line having been
slopped,) it is, and will be continued, and no exertion
spared to give comfort and speed to passengers. The
only change that has been made is in placing the
Steamboat PIONEER on this line in the stead of the
Steamboat Portsmouth, because of a popular Preju-
dice (justly founded) against this last named boat.
Mr. Roes lias been all along and still is the Agent, in
Philadelphia, of the only < Ipposition Line.

LOOK OUT FOR IMPOSITION! The Port* mouth.
Line is run by a "Monopolizing Campitny" for the
purpose of putting down the regular opposition. If
you wish to keep the fare reduced fioin $1 to .$1.50,
goby the Steamer NAPOLEON, and no other. The
accommodations by this line arc warranted to be equal
to any running.

The Line by NAPOLEON and PIONEER was
comment ed in June, by the individual enterprise of
our own city and Philadelphia, ami it is hoped that a
generous public willsustain it against the Portsmouth
Line lately started, and run (there is good reason to
believe) hv the Kailioad Company's agent.

G ROUGE A. RAW LINGS, Agent.
Office, Light, above Pratt-st. n9

TO TRAVELLERS
AND THE PUBLIC GENERALLY.

An aiticle appeared in the American
ExsgAikpgtße publican ofyesterday morning, with
3EK3MSBBL! he signature of LEMUEL G. TAY-
LOR annexed, which, notwithstanding the scurrility
of style, demands sorue notice at my hands, in conse-
quence of the unjustifiable attack mode upon me, in-
dividually, therein. Having no desire to submit my
professions of zeal in the public service to other test
than that of practical experience, I shall not essay
any unnecessary statements of facts, hut leave my
position to such a defence as the Judicious portion of
my fellow-ciliztus will alford me, under so unpro-
voked and unwarrantable an assault. True, it is an
assault by tin* pen alone, hut it strikes at my integrity
of purpose ,and is inornotletuuc to an honorable sense
of propriety, than an utta k upon the pi rson. It ema-
nates, too, from a professor of Christianity, a fact
which would impart some weight to it, but that the
low and indecorous language in which the malice of
abuse is couched by the writer, abundantly shields
me from its intluence, aud leaves the venom rankling
in the bosom of the man from whom the missive sped.
1 have no desire to rebut upon litis self-constitutedc ensor of my pursuits, hut leave him, with rny feelings
undisturbed, to the calmer rellections of his own
iniiid, satisfied that he niu>t find therein, if not at the
hands of an insulted public, that reproach for so gra-
tuitous an imposition upon the credulity of this com
in unity, as its audacitv deserves.

G. A RAWLINGS,
niitf tf Agent for Napoleon Steamboat.

O'C LOCK :

ERICSSON'S STEAMBOAT LINE
A FOR PHILADELPHIA. viaChesa-
i_2j iVj?rmlJ*n'>n k( ' Delaware Canal, daily, (Sun-

'!,ivS excepted,; for tin: conveyance of
Passengers, Merchandize, .Spell', Baggage, 3:c., &e.,
PC?-FROM No. 3 LIGHT STREET WHARF. The
Boats of tliia line, having lieen put in complete run-
ning order, one or more willleave No 3 Light street
wharf DAILY (Sunday excepted.) at dj o'clock, P.M.
arriving in Philadelphia at an early hour the following
morning, in time to connect with the New York line.

Merchandize destined for New York, Boston,or any
point eastward, will be forwarded from Philadelphia
the same day as received, free of commission. For
large shipments, speeial contracts can be made at low
rates. {j(j-Shippers are requested to send a memo-
randum with each dray of goods, with the name of
the shipper and consignee, anil also to have their goods
on the wharf by half past 1 o'clock, to insure their
delivery in Philadelphia early next morning.

For further particulars, apply to
E. U. HARRIS, Agent,

<>lo 3m No. 3 Liglu stici i wharf.
~

OPPOSITION TO~MONOPOLY.
FARE HEDITEI).

NEWSTEAMBOAT LINE TO PHILADELPHIA.
M The proprietors of this Line have

purchased those large, safe and rom-
SsSSbsfHHLiiiodiniis Steamers, so Hell known to
the citizens of Baltimore and the travelling coinniu-

nitv generally, viz:
The ' MARYLAND,(.'apt- LEHBEI. G. TAYLOR.
The "OSIRIS," " JOHN D. TURNER.

And on the Delaware River, that safe and comforta-
ble Steamer "PORTSMOUTH," L'npt. JAS. DEVOK.

SEW PASSENGER BARGES,
jpinil fitted up in elegant stile, have been
BBBHME^ZQS pIaced on ihc Delaware aud Chesa-
peake Canal,

Will leave Pratt street xvharf, near Light st, every
morning, at o'clock, (except Sundays,) and arriv-
ing in Philadelphia early in the evening. (g7- Several
hours in advance of the steamer Napoleon or Errics-
sou Line.

Passage $1.50.
Of)'- Passengers landed or taken off at Ford's Land-

ing. This route will he continued until the closing of
lln navigation by Ice, and resumed at ils opening in
the Spiing.

*

K. M. HILL, Agent,
Office No. 123 Pratt street,

n99-tf Corner of Grant street, (up stairs.)
\ OTK to i'tl kllIPI'EIIS 1)F MEKt HASi.

DIZE PER THE ERICSSON LINE.
M J. It. PECK fc. Titos. CLYHE having

i!is"".-ed of their interest in the Liics
I'l Steambo'it Line, shippers are re-

quested to consign their goods, to he forwarded, to the
Agents of the Line, to insure iheir safety aud despatch.

EDWARD G HARRIS. Agent.
\'". :: LIL'II' st. v"lnirf. IVult. Mil.

A. GROVES, Ji.. \geitt,

ul if No. 1# s.,uiii U'hatv , P.i'ad.


