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in the spirit of fidelity and frankness manifested ! who failed to pay into the Treasury, the
by his predecessor, declared to the Legislature | amount of taxes collected by him, on the day
that an increase of the rate of taxation then|appointed for that purpose.  In the execution
existing was absolately necessary for the re-| of this duty, the bonds of collectors who had
demption of the faith of the State, and the res- | failed to pay the instalment due to the Treasu- |

VOLUME. X1l.—No. 2.
. GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE,

Gentlemenof the Senale,
and of the House of Delegales:
Jt is to be expected, that the representatives

PRICE ONE CENT

is expected will te d'siributed in the eon:ce v}
the present month, when t.e weights tir this
State will be commenced, and without delay,
fically adjusted.

Judging from the mechanical execntion of the

are expelled, The travelling public are scrious-
ly intercsted in thig question, and have a righ
to expect from the State the establishment,je:
mauently, of such a rite of fare as is reason-
ible, and will supersede just cause for a resor!

al infernal improvement companies, remains a
dead letter upon the statute book. No offer has
been made which the Treasurer felt justified
in aceepting. In the enactment of this law,
such violence is done to a preceding sclemn en-

of the people ot Maryland will look to the usu-|

al annwal communication of the Executive, for
a general and candid expose of the condition of
the State. There is no sabject in which our |l
constituents can be more deeply interested.— |J
They may and do look with pride and pleasure | !
upon the occurrences daily demonstrating the

monitions weie again disregarded.
i

probable receipts of' the Treasury for the year
ust c'osed, were relied upon. To guard against |

These prudent ad-
The most
allacious calculations and estimates as to the

oration of public credit.

urther errors of that character, and to demon-

strate the necessity that exists for decisive, en-

ry on the Ist of June, 1843, were put in suit;
and in my annual message at the last session,
the Senate and House were respectfully in-
formed, that suits would be instituted for the
recovery of the instalments due on the Ist of
September of the same year, unless otherwise
directed by the Legislature. The subject was
taken into consideration, and by resolution No.

gagement of the State, that ther s proba-
bly no reference at the time, to previous legis-
lation on the same subject. By the 64th sec-
tion of the act of March session, 1841, chap.

{ 23, a deliberate promise was made to keep at

the Treasury an accurate account of the reve-
nue paid by the City of Baltimore, Howard
District, and the several counties, and to trans-

to other means of conveyance than those pro-
v ded by the State, through the raedium of the
sorporaticns, fustered by its patronage, and ow-
ing their existence to its laws

Since June last no report ba< been received
fiom the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company,
furmishing information as to its present cond
tion or future prospe It is believed, how-

measure of length, and the citreme accuiaey
which is sought to be attained its finish, we
may anticipate that these copie: of tre United
States standards for Maryland, will in all re-
spects be equal (2 the onginale, and will do
credit to the agent and the Stete. Fiom the
manner in which the agent bas, so far, ¢xeent
ed his trust, it gives me pleasure to say that he

ergetic measures, it may not be out of place to
present some few ascertained facts, illustrative
of the errors of these last legislative calcula-
tions.

Notwitlistanding the experience of the past,
the Committee of Ways and Means, the proper
organ of the House of Delegates on the sub-

L ever, that within tha rnod no such material
fer to them respectively, an equivalent amount | hange has taken place in its affairs, as if com-
of the stock of the State in the Chesapeake | wunicated, would as-ist the Legislature in de-
and Ohio Canal Company, whenever that com- | ciding finaliy—and it is most earnestly, but
the 1st of June Jast. Before the close of the | pany is prepared to make a dividend of siz ]n',‘} respectfully urged up Senate and House
same session, a law was passed which is con- | cent. to its stockholders.  The pradence and | (0 do so—what dispos 1l be made of the
n that corpor

sidered as superseding the discretionary antho- | propriety of such an engagement may well lu:| very large intercst of the 8

permanence and excellence of those forms of
Government eslablished in the several States
of the confederacy, and cannot but exult in the
iproofs thus afforded, by the constitutienal ac-
‘tion of the General and Siate Governments,
that no political. institations, which have been
heretofore devised by human wisdom, can be

is, in my judgment, eminently qualified to p
form the duty for which he has been sclected,
A protest has becn reccived from Rhode Is-
land against the intetference et Congress with
the Intermal Government and Constitution of
that State, concerning siave ripresertation in
Congress, the annexation of Toxas, the repuodi

4, of that session, it was declared to be the
sense of the General Assembly, that suits
ought not to be instituted, as proposed, before

compared with thos¢ under which we live, in ject, at the last session, estimated the probable | rity which had been vested in the Governor. | doubted; but the sacred obligation of the State | atior. Fuither postponement and delay on this stion of the State dubls.or olther umption by
theiradaptation tothe great end and object of all receipts under existing revenue laws, for the By u provision in the eighth section of an | to fulfil it, ought uot to be questioned.  Eyen | suhi*ct, cannot possibly X"f'dl""“"_"' goot the General Government. The al com-
i g - ® to any of the interests te affected  For more v 3

munications will be submitted
ration
The threats of a diss luati
tered in scveral of these proc
| altogether misplaced, if interd
your judgments on great question o
| policy  We have maeny instances in
ry of the coun'ry, wheo langnege, cq
| temperate, wa 38 1o measures which are
| now universal'y approved of  Sueh inpolitic
goified procecdings, didnot then doter,

in the absence of such an insuperable obstacle
to the sale of one of the pubhe works, the time | than ‘",’:" en years the State has been W BREr e
has not arrived when such a purpose could be | < \v’l\h". ther parfies, in the umhll:nlng to
consummated, without sacrifices too serious to | make a ( .'Pf‘ ','.”m tide wateron 'vl" ‘:”l“"l £
fa aiBotstaral. | lllillnn‘l.:‘nvﬁt Vh("..s::nul iron ore bavks of Al ;:zl
The last report of the Baltimore and Susque- '\I:r |‘i‘;1‘. m“.)' )‘._”5 I‘ﬂ."" Jib ““»'." l,h:‘“ et
hanna Railroad Company, which will be com- | ¥ Bropteee UMty SaRC paslos
3 pany, w .| the interest due Lo the State, and of which it
municated, shews a gradual angmentation of : y
their trade and transportation.

last year therel

year ’8‘“: exclusive of the direct taxes due f""g act passed at December scssion 1843, chap.
he protection of personal rights, the redress of | 1841 aud '42, at §490,006- The entire amount | 208, it is made the duty of the proper officers,
personal wrongs, and the advancement of eivil | "’"“‘"f”y paid in was $2 12,145.20. | in those counties, Howard District, or the city
and religious libetty. DBut while contemplating | The several revenue laws passed at Decem-| of Raltimore, where there may be no collector,
the prosperous and happy condition of many of’ ber session, 1841, imposing taxes on incomes, to place annually in the hands of the Deputy
our sister States, and rejoicing in the glorious | " brokers, silver plate, watches and ground of the Attorney General for such county, dis-
destiny of our Union, which the past prophe- r(.-ntf‘ added to lh‘c interest expected ‘n-mn the | rict, or city, a'list of all persons who muy he
cies for the future, our constituents must feel @ | [’“]"""”"’ and 5”"'!""'}““""" R“'lvl\"“‘l-‘“”d in arrear for taxes more than one year, and the l
deep anxiety in relation to the internal affairs | lhu.?usqndmnnu» and Tide ‘\‘V:\lcr Canal Coni-| amout due from each; whereupon the Deputy : X ne |
of our own State; and have a right to expect, | PAVICS, “'”“]dy‘ 1t was “U“th“'-]_Y said, “‘ld tofof the Attorney General,is instructed to ob- ! : as been an increase in the nam- | eorporati n stands honestly inlebied to the | v
in the annual Message of the Governor to the| the rejources of the past year $145,000.  From | tain, by summary process before the county | ber of passengers transported of 14,162, and in | am vat of more than one willion « f doliars . | A '"'“,'.‘l ¢ B nee i J
court, judgment against all persons thas in ar- the quantity of produce and merchandize of | individu.ls, many of whom are in a state ¢! ¥"‘:‘.|‘f". _"m row intimidate, B o “-':" ho o
‘ in charge the wost important question of the
|
[

government—the seeurity of private property, to your conside-

fthe Unin, u
gcae, [ nw
d to inflainee

h'ic,

y June

| bas rceeived no part, amoun's in the aggre

During the | to more than two willions of dollars.

Legislature, a faithfol disclosure, to the best of | an;«i sources the whole income received is but L lu c wh
his judgment, of the causes of our public diffi-| $32,732.95. | rear, upon which execution is to issue to the | 58,105,739 pounds. The anmunt of trade pass- | - x'r want and privation, caused by the un-

[ty 3 . . " " (I § ey N sk % o 1 us i ine o f S \ o .
culties, with a recommendation of such mea-| . These @Iulcnlmns in the revenue are lo'hc‘ sheriff, whose duty it is, without delay, to pay | ing over the rond (]urmr__»; lhr'-, year has been ‘J--Lt \yl.lx:ln Mding «f their hard xa,rmd wages. | d'yl"he purchase of Louisiana, although londig
sures as may, in his opimon, he best calculated, | nnp‘m_ml ina great degree to Ll‘nc ;_mlpuble In=lover the money collected upon such exccu- | greater than at any former i;|-|:|UlL and sl | S0 .l””l' ~.'.’u ther u..ln-:du:-;.v,,.\- s of n‘l_lu g PR bkl egeits e eal i BB
i i ] sie i 8 le Vel i T i 1 s forty-five per ce . v vear i y- | ANF rat i 7 ) e i e : s © €
in whole or in part, to remove thein. I.sulln.uncy of the whole taxes levied, even If; tions, to the Treasurer, and on failure to do so, | by forty-five per cent., that of the year imme- | anl private moralify, do not roqui e, ent cause for a dissolution of the i

punctually paid. Aslong as our tax laws hav diately preceding.  The steady increase of the | hands of the yepresentatives of (he people, an

€| his bond shall be put in snit. Regarding this

Nothing has contributed more to the embar- ow segarded by aimest every man whose o-

i
at the i
|

{ . LA . < e, L il i ? i . 3 ERALAE vl Na it Vet 1., | €arly and just disposition of th claims A
rassments which we have to encounter, than this obvious aspect, we lll.§\ly expec % Id }l:llrgc | s an act dispensing with the requirement upon ‘ trade on th between L‘”',”"‘." and Pifts- V" &ha-:l 2 )p:-'nir that ‘".._ rth -Al'rl«'l)t of | pinions are entitléd o respect, as a measure of
the too absorbing character of our Presidential | Portion of the public dues will be withheld, in | the Governor to institute suits as befoie men- E botg, may“be learned from the fact, that the | the'Eitate mrl“l R ‘- 2 :J;"ht- o te | 1finite advantage to the Union, and conferting
: | State, the ¢ 5 Cf e male . : ¢ :
2 nistration of that truly

lusting honor on the ady
great man, under whose auspices il was aczom-
plished.  1tis worth while, at this day, to ad-
ve tto the history of the times when the py'icy
of annexing Lomsiana was under dise —
We there witness anotber of hose i nuwerable
instances of which all history is full, whercin
the passions, prejudices, a d persnal rivalries
of those who direct the dest:nies of §'a es,blind
the judgment to the clearest proofs, that they
are resisiing measurcs of the most salutary ten-
dencies for the pros’'e whose corfidence they

elections. At the time the two great parties of | the belief that the attempt to pay the public| tioned, and seeing that it is applicable to all xwhulc amount of transportation in 1839 w
g | debt will, at no distant day, be abandoned. Ithc counties in the

the country were orgauized during the first | |t ate, [ have not thought | 4,105 tons, and some poundsand during tho last
term of General Jackson’s administration, on| When the diroct tax was levied, the proper- | it advisable to exer: the diseretion, conferred | year it increased to theamount of 18,615 tons
great conflicting measures of public policy, Ma- | ty of the State was estimated at three hundred [ on me by the law «nd resolution above referred L’H‘I'l some pounds.  The amount paid into the
ryland was free from debt, and there was no | millionsof dollars. If this estimate had been |to. It may, however, be as well for you to in- | Treasury «lnumg‘tl)v past year by thiscomp iy
just reason to appreliend that any contingency | correct, the rate of tax then imposed woul(l} quire, to what extent this act can be conve- { wax $20,000. This gradual auvgmentation of
could arise, which would endanger the fair|have been sufficient. When the actual valuo|niently executed. It proposes to put under lh'rj means of the company, and of the amount | been dune, by a foreelosure of the State’s mort-
fame and honor of our State. From that time | of the properly was ascertained to be less than | execution, at one and the same time, so large | of its annual contrilitions to the Treasury, en-| gages, the facilities for pledging our interestin |
to the present, our constituents have been cn- [ two hundred millions, there was no alternative | an amount of property, as to make it doubtful | courages the hope 1].;51 the day is not far difl_.'ml | the corporation, will b2 so fer increased as pro
raged in en animated, and unceasing contest | for those who intended to pay the interest on | whether purchasers could be obtained for it on ! when its contracts with the State will be faith- | bibly to diminish to a great extent, il not en.
for the mastery in regard to the Tariff, the | the public debt by taxation, but to increase the | terms not absolutely ruinous to the iuterests of | fully m\mplu\(‘l \\'l!l!, and admonishes against a | vire ly to supereede the pecuniary  sacrifices,
Currency, and the disposition of the Fublic|rate of the levy from twenty to thirty cents on | those unfortunately indebted. In the present | scrious sacrifice of the Stale's interest in its| which bave been herciof msidered necessa- | enjoy, and whose interes's it is their duty to
Lands,—subjects which appertain properly, | the hundred dollars, thus to secure an income |state of popular feeling, when a spirit of in- stock. 4 $Ji'0 etiklive the completion of the Capal to| Pl’\""“""- Wiho, at this day, would consent to
and exclusively to the Gencral Govern-|from the ascertained value of the property of | subordination to the tax laws is openly mani- | The rolations of the State to the Susquehan- | ( Jlin-brnrll"-””\. ; 2 s e i e g i
ment. Engrossed by these absorbing subjects, | the State, equal to that intended to be colleet- | fested in more than one-third of the counties, | na and Tide Water Canal Company are not | p .?‘ i i I" '.”"" ,i’,l b‘hi:- _I;'t"":;"“’s_"'{ e ke  eix Homes on fhe broad Tautladratned by
the people of Maryland permitted the manage- | ed upon its estimated value. Instead of so do-| we may well question the propriety of any | thuse of a stockholder. Governed bf a !:md-!l wli“ll “"‘)":l'r’;h“"“‘ i l‘\\flll b iaadbe ""3_2"’-': “ [ that great river, the Missis«ippi, end its tribu..
ment of the most important of their own inter- | ing, the Legislature undertook to rely upon | measure which might furnish to the disaffected | able desire to encourage the cuterpriseof our iR et ‘,?,.,.,Jn,.:l i,‘;oh‘{ ' mjp‘r...’.;:\cc'nt of )J\;, | taries, depeudent upon treaty stipulations wi
nal concerns to glide imperceptibly into the di- | other sources of revenue, that should at all| even plausible excuse for further combinations | commercial emporium, the State louned to lh;n. i m:;'nluli/.ﬁ X't: M'” o V:A‘n"l:""ﬂ 'Zh(_' ';‘r 15'” | a forcign power for the privilege of passing with
rection of a few expe imenting, and speculating | times be regarded only as the means to supply | to resist or evade their faithful execution. company its bonds to the amount of onc mil- | g ey o .
] individaals, whose zeal and enthusiasin, direct- | those deficiencies in the regular annualincome | A cause more predominant than any yet enu- | lion of dollars.  The anunual interest thercon

. being at the rate of five per cent., and payable

avatlable, 81as to pro at once, tu the
completion of the Canal, without ruinous sadri-
fices to the creditors of the compsny, wonld
not be advisable, vow, to adopt decided me»- |
sures to determine clearly the vested intercsts
of Maryland inthat company? When that has |

-

{ bor of the convi ts, doring the last year, was
$38,697.37,while the expenses of every deserip-

) (]

| » nroductions B tile fields o the
18 §483.66. ‘The entire production of the la- | :::'i::f:;'::r“ ‘?“_ o"v\l)l";d; ‘P{'u‘t Lutll:'ly“ “'Si‘:' b:
w ed no doubt to a commendable object, have led | from the direct tax, necessarily arising from | jnerated has, in my opinion, exercised a powor- | ! ! | wise men, patriotic meo, even whole ttates
to all the public evils of which our people just- | delays of payment, insolvencies, and other| fy] influence in suspending the healthy and | in London, amounts to $55,600.  This eompa- | tion amounted to
ly complain. It isto be hoped that the leading | causes unforeseen and inevitable. | beneficial operations of the revenue system of | N during the past year, has paid into the | profit of $9,534.84 The nnmber of persons, | AN Rl ekttt SN el e
Anether fatal error was committed in failing | the State. Fallacious expectations have been, I'reasary only ten thousand dollars, and stands | now in confinement, 1s 280, The policy adopt- | FALH AR IICY CRETIGHLICRE AR RI):HO i

$60 58, Newwiv &, olean | threatenel to dissolve the Union unless the

Pt & | policy of amnexing Louisiana was abandoned,
cause of our perplexities will now, for a season | 2 L it LR A

igd ’ ! : : o f e 8 means idatic ainst i~

' sufficientlylong to enablethe representatives of| 1o enforce the lawys against the first delinquents. | for years, generally and eagerly cherished, of indebted in the sum of two hundred and two | <d by the Direetors, so to employ the convicts | 1'¢ »dnmtru-luc‘io]xl of Tcxas ||:tu(gl)u(' e’ tulir .
. ! thousand dollars, for interest in arrear. There | as to interfere as little as possible with the me | PV ¥ . :

\ % the people to devise and apply the proper re- Forbearance andindulgence towards those, en- | further distributions to the State from the Trea- | | 4 A ; s o ) e itizens. is bighly | €Y+ There was a stronger apology then than
medies, cease to mﬂupn(ru the pnl)lxc, wind, and gupdered in the public mind a doubt as to the |sury of the General Government. Undera l:ll fl‘;}l‘ﬂ").l to hclgevu tlm}t thie anvual reck-liflh at 'L‘-l-'\l 1llmmlllls ‘ffl m‘l“r it nl:z-:xlm, is big z'y | there is now for doubting the policy of enlarg-
) distract the public councils. A Presidential Mexistence ofa fixed and steady purpose to main- | firm conviction that these delusive expectations | the Treasury, from this company are far short | v --L(;r (‘,y'\ ,f‘;‘ “""'lm " NOWEVEr, W9 g our boundaries. The power of a mild g v-
contest of unusual animation has just termina- | tain inviolate the public faith. In this state of | could not be realized, the probable disappoint- of its means of payment. The last annual re- | 3! -*“l’_ 0, "';, «€gis "l’“-‘”‘:‘ Lhat thero _“‘-l l‘l““ | etnment like ours, acting mainly upon the
ted..  Before we are drawn into the vortex of| things others were encouraged to follow the | ment of all who entertained them was advert- | Port of the company is not before me. By | sideratious, affecting the future desting of that | opinions, and but Litt'e, for political purposes,

their reportof the year 1843, it appears that | "nfortunate class of berigs, who may be incar. | upon the persons of its citizcns, had not then

another, there i1s a breathing time within which, example of the delingnents; and now, instead of | ed to iu my first annual Message. In 1ecor- | e
& - their receipts for that year were $65,585.38, cerated for violations of the laws,not unworthy | been iliustrated. Ex erience and theory now

{ ~ Dbya cordial, harmonious, and energetic co-|three we have seven counties within whose | ring to the subject now, there is nooceasion for Slstutbicld ¢ e {
i 0{:‘”’““0" of all those to whom the honor of our l boundaries the tax laws are not all enforced. ind?llgihg in c:')njecturcls. W hat l(I)wn admitted | and that their entire expenditures for salaries, | ::. .‘:,:;u“ alllc'nl‘ 4n.-98 A lm:sc 8 Tfi'h:mm;e | combine to demonstrate, that the confines of our
State is dear, measures may be devised to re- | Repeated refusals of the Legislature to au- | of discussion may now be treated as a question damages, repairs, incidental expenses, &c., | -..a;~l‘:1hcr:mv|“~l(l'c: (ﬁ‘s;'re-,‘;ae ﬂ(;dr:"l ;xau:‘u.:j’ ! Confederacy of R publics may be placed at any
deem the public credit, and do ample justice te | thorise an exchange of the Bank Stocks of the | adjudicated. The Presidential canvass, with | Were 25,933.11, leaving a nett profit to the [ 0 it A ERGR A R | distance from the centre that is not too remo'e
the public creditor.  To accomplizh an object | State, for evidences of interest in arrear, have | which the whole country has been so much en- | dmount of more than 839,000, which the com-

| profitably 1n the country which is to become |
| profit ) ¢ y \ e for those tempor r:ly entrusted with the mar.
=0 desirable, hO\\'C\C!‘, lam deuply convin. xd

| their home, baving no honest means of support, |
" that it will be necessary for all in autherity
7 % carefully and finally to avoid those things

had a deleterious influence.

itis confidently believed, be exchanged readily

foran amountofcoupons and certificates ofinter-

The stocks can, |

grossed, is now over. The well known opin-
ions of the President and Vice President elect,
forbid prudent men to calculate upon the pay-

pany were under the clearest obligation to pay
over to the State of Maryland. As the works
of this company are completed, and in full op-

they will, we may fear, relapie into their |
sus babite, and beeome a terror to the so-
ciety of which they may become members.,

<

agement, or personally interested in the Legie-
lative, Executive, or Jud e¢ial departmen's, to
resort conveniently to the seat of the General

o s ) S Teste ) ‘ip'e 2

. Whi(_‘h are merely ideul, SP_OCUIM'IVU, or ["0"10" est, largely beyond their valuein money. When | ment of our public debt, out of the resources of cration, and the valu_c of the S}r\lu'.i Intesest ‘T'he laws making provision for the education ?o‘ emm.?t‘.l 1 l::.":t,bz""::,’,l:‘;zi.lp t,’({']ll'i,;:g
§ matical, and pursue steadily those which are | so favorable an opportunity is presented to real- | the United States.  Besides, if there was no | therein may be readily ascertained, it is re- | ,¢ (e indigent blind, and deaf and dumb, im- i;e‘m;:::t';.u'rc N eahlaslaihhns lor (s Cohe
real, substantial and troe. ; ize fora portion of the pablic property more than | veto power in - the path of those who seek, for | spectfully submitted by the better judgment of| ;, oo tie duly on the Governor to inform the federacy now TR Weke (T nikiticrn boutor.

In former Messages of the Iixecutive, the ex- | jts value, without an apparent effort to profit | State purposes, n&mrt of the legitimate income | the legislatare, whethier measures ought not to | .. islature, annually, what amount has been | yiee of Maine or Wisconsin at the ad ption of

|

nue laws demonstrated. In my last Message it |
became my duty to announce to the Legislature |
the signal failure of all the financial measures

arrest the downward tendency of the public

credit, enacted various laws at the last session,

supposed at the time to be adequate to the ob~

ject of their enactment. It is my unpleasant

duty to inform you that the measures referred

to are wholly.insufficient for the intended pur-

pose. The whole revenue system of the State, |

designed to pravide for the payment of the in- |-

. terest on the public bond debt, so far from rea-
lizing the expectations of its authors, serves but

little other purpose than to disappoint and tan-

« talize, both the tax;payer and the creditor.
The interest iw arrear on the 1st December,

8 11842, was $859,666; on the Ist December,
11843, it was $1,171,872.97,"and on the 1st of
{December, 1844, it amounted to $1,450,961.51.
‘This progressive ineicase of charges against the
Treasury ought surely to be arrested. To do
«this effectually, the errors of past legislation
mast be studionsly avoided. Those who are

«charged with the duty.of providing ways and
meand to replenish an exhausted Treasury, must

-come from the 1deal into the real world. Their
measures, instead of heing founded on sanguine

.I':Q

i
!

-

based on well ascertained facts. To make this
wvery. clear, we need only to pass, respectfully,
in review some of the measures to which 1 have
advertad, and note the results.

Aftertke passage of the tax law of March
seesion, 1841, and when the assessed value of’
the propeity of the State subject to its provi-
sions had been ascertained, the Treasncer of the
Stat, with a prudent foresight and manly
frankness ;that did him hosor, informed the
Legisiature.that a large increase of the ate of
ture, wot acting in conformit
gestion, entey:
and uncertainty. It was assumed that the act
of March session, 1841, and its supplewent az

the first year of twenty, and for the three next
years twenty-five cents in the hundred dollars
w On the assessed valye of the real and personal

i roperty of the Sitate, would bring nto the
b reasury, for the four years ending on the first
of December last, $1,818,256.57, while it ap-

i pears that the whole amount received from that

: res | charge of the public debt.
adopted by their chdcccssors. to accomphsh! individuals, may by imprudence, or erroneous
the purposes for which they were devised. The | calculations, become involved in pecuniary em-
Legislature, with a patriotic determination 1o | barrassmonts, without ncurring dishonor; but

tent of our financial embarrassments was dis-| by it, it would be strange if very many persons
closed, and the total insufficiency of our reve-| did not entertain doubts, and misgivings, as to

the intention of the State to redeem the faith
which she had pledged for the ultimate dis-
Communities, like

it is not readily percecived how either the one,

or the other, having no intention to defraud,
can withhald property from suﬂ'erin% creditors,

willing to take it in liquidation of their just

claims, at a higher price than it will command

in market.

The lawsof last session, empowering the
Governor, in certain contingencies, to com-
mission officers for the enforcement of the tax

laws, have been found altogether incapable of
corrocting the evil they were intended to reme-
dy. No one inthe defaulting counties, it appears,

1 willing to encounter the odium of becoming

the collector of the tax Tevied to pay the interest
on.ourinternal improvoment debt. These laws,
themselves, contain provisions calculated to
frustrate the principal design.of their enact-
ment.
surer to appoint agents with .authonity to re-
ceive voluntary payments of taxes, there is an
inducoment to every citizen of .the delinquent
countles, to decline the acceptance of a com-
mission constituting him a cqllector. The col-
8 A ; lector, when qualified as such, would be sub-
& expectations, and faneiful estimates, must be ject to a law requiring him, under certain pe-
nalties, to enforce the payment of the public
dues; while the agent of the Treasurer is only
to aceept such contributions to the Treasury
ag are voluntarily tendered.
perceived, therefore, that it would be difficalt
to find one willing, or desirous, to undertake
the execution of obnoxious laws, when the Le-
gislature itself soemed to anticipate a refusal
to do ko, and had actually provided an alterna-
tive, which appeared to be applicable to such a
Y R contingeney.
the direct tax was indispensable. The Legisla- ing embodied in the same law, have, it is.be-

with that sug- | lieved i j d
jito the Betdaf lpeculnu'gn :::va , contributed to the results just adverie

In the power conferred upon the Trea-

It will readily be

These antagonist provisions be-

No one can be prevailed upon to accept a

commission as collector in the defaulting coun-
0 Aho1 ties, and the Treasurer has appainted agents
December sessigu following, imposing a tax for ‘in those counties under the autharity of the
aw,
will be informed of the amount received from
his agents. When that information is commu-
nicated, an opportunity will be afforded (two
modes of collection baving been tested,) to se-
lect that which is most easy of execution, and
t th mou! best calculated to consummate the purposes of
\ source within that period is but $985,155 17. | the reveave laws,

Fromthat officer the Senate and House

Whatever may be the de-

In aid of these estimated incomes, otliér laws| cision of ffe Loﬁiumure on this point, the
H N 14 A, h -

’y were enacted expected to bring into the Trea-
\, sury in the course of each fiscal year, §200,000.
These laws have been in force during three fis-

same mode of

be adopted throughout the State. It is not
just to have |

ion 1

-

[ and 'y collec-

cal years, and, instead of mlizini the expecta- | tions in some counties, ,-nd voluntary, or pro-
T,

tions of their authors, by contribating to the
\ zggmrds up:‘;:dt‘bao Treuz , the syin ugf y :
\ have only §1 : i
| comes of the Bate. it sl e §
At December sgssion, 1843, the highly quali-
fied officer then having chargo oﬁhe‘ Tr’;tut?:

T

rastinated payments.in others.
By the eighth section of chapter 269, of an
ct passed at December session, 1842, the

Governor was directed, if in his judgment the
intérest of the State required it, to order suit

of the General Novernment, there are great
national objects to be gamed by leaving all
those incomes where the Constitution has placed
them, to be appropriated to the common de-
fence and general welfare. The report of the
Secretary of the Treasury states the debt of
the confederacy on the first of July to be §24,-
748,188.23. That debt is to be liquidated. We |
learn from the same report that the surplus n \
the general Treasury at the same date was $7,- |
857,379.64.The duties onforeign commerce from |
which this surplus arises, are to be reduced.— |
Although a majority should think otherwise,
the minority of the psople of the United States |
have a constitutional right to insist upon a re- |
real of all taxes levied by Congress, when no |
onger needed for the administration of the |
General Government. Those who enaet rev-
enue laws for the Union, cannot, with justice,
consider the separate interests, or apparent ne-
cessities of the several States. The minority
in the confederacy have a right to be protected
from the influence of any such considerations.
The passage of laws, by a majority, even of the
represeuntatives of the peeple, which should be
intended to produce a surplus of revenue to be
applied to discharge the debts which the States
brought upon themselves, would be u palpable
violation of the first principles of the Consitu-
tion, and a tyrannical exercise of ungranted
power. It will not be denied, that an express
grant of such a power would have led to the
rejection ot the Federal Constitution, when it
was submitted to the States for adoption. An
attempt to exercise it without such grant would
be preductive, immediately, of consequences
that no good citizen could dosire to witness.—
Our’ Union, it cannot be too often repeated,
was founded on compromises of eonflicting lo-
cal interests. It must be preserved by a fuith-
fu! adherence to the same governing principles.
Where a surplus of revenue had .incidentally
accumulated in the general Treasury, without
direc t violeuce to the rules of interpretation by
which the meaning of the FederalCanstitution
isto be ascertained, some contrariety of opin-
ions existed as to the mode in which the money
thus brought into .the Treasury was to be put
into circulation; But there was then anavow-
ed concurrence of opinion as to the duties of
ithose who had enacted the laws oc:asioning
such accumulations,—te reduce or repeal all
taxes not clearly mecessary for the legitiwate
and economical exercise af the constitutioual
autbority under which they were established.
These views and opinions inay not be now very
acceptuble to a people heavily burthened with
taxes. They are expressed, motwithstanding,’
under a conviction of theit perfect ututh, with
an earncst desire to remove forever from the
minds of our covstituents, hopes that cannot
be, and ought not to be realized; and under a
deep sense of obligation to the whole couutry,
it being the daty of all in authority to co-gp-
erate in harmonizing, instead of combiging to
bring into farther conflict, the antagonistic in-
terests and institutions of the Union. \

The law passed at December session, 1842,

te be instituted on the bond of every collector

be taken to compel full payment of the annual
interest due, and a speedy liquidation of the
whole amount of the interest in arrear. The
financial condition of the State will not permit
her to be generous.  She has not the means to
be just.

No matenal change has taken place within
the year in the receipts trom the Baltimore and
Ohro, and Washington Branch rail roads,when
compared with lormer years The dividends on
the tve bundred thousand dol'ars of stock held
in the Baltimore and Uhio Rail Road Company,

| fall shert of the intercst payable on the bonds

| issued for its purchase.  But the dividends, and
capitation tax on the Washington Branch, add-
ed to the small dividends on the Main Stem of

| the road, exceed to a smail amount the whole

interest payable on the million of doilars i
bonds issued by the State to pay for its stock in
the'two works

The capitation tax on the Washington
Branch, received at the Treasury for the year
ending 1st December, 1844, amounts to $41,.
010 29. The same tax tor the three preceding
years averaged annnally §40,157,16  "Thi«
average shews that the reaeipts are less than
they ouzht to have been, when the pecnliar
ciuses operating to increase the travelling dur-
g the year, and the natural increase of our
p puiation, are taken into consideration. It is
suppo ed that this failure to enlarge the income
may be traced to the establishment of several
lines of stages which run daily between Balti.
more and Washington eity, and convey passen-
zers for a sum less than that which the rail ryad
e mpany i+ by 1ts charter aathorized to charge

Tt will be remembered that the attention ol
the Legislatare, at its last session, was invited
to th- alleged deerease of the State’s ivcome
fram the capitation tax, in consequence of the
high eharges on the road in comparison with the
terens on which the Norfolk hine of stecamboats
were carrying passengers on the Chesapeake
Bay. The General Assembly did not then think
proper to interpose by any modification of the
charter of the rail road company. ‘The whole
subj et is again respectfully submitted to your
con ideration, J

Darag the 1eeess, my attention has been di-
e-ted to the eighth section of the act of De-
eember @ ssion 1832 chap. 175, which gives to
the Governor, during the recess of the Legis'a-
ture, the rig't to authorize the Board of Direc-
tors, haviag charge of the Washington Branch
rail road, to reduce the fare for transporting
prssenge 8 bilow the two dollars axd filty cents
fixed by the charter of the company. Believing
that, under the circumstances, it would have
been improper to exercise this discretionary
power,the anthority was not given to the Board
Uhe charg:s for transporting passengers should
&e permanent, and regulated by law, and not
regulated by the arbitrary discretion of any in-
dividual eitiz n. holding, for thetime being, the
offive of Chief Magistiate If the transporta-
non of travellers om Baltimore to Washing-
ton eity, i4 to be eorfined exclusively to the
rail v ad, £ the berefit of the State, and the
« o-kholders of the compeny, it cannot, with
proprietv, be done by such temporary changes
n charges, as will compel stage and steamboat
sompanies to withdraw from eompetition, wit:

for the sale of the State’s interest in the severs

& return fo bigh charges &fter all competitors

expended within the year for those object . For
the past year. the sum of §1,665.30 was expen-
ded for the edacation of the deaf and dumb; and
$1,406 00 for the education of the blind. The
principal of the Penusylvania institution for the
education of the deaf and dumb, recommends
that pupils of that character shall not be sent
to that mstitution, until they shall bave attain-
ed the age of 10 or 11 years, and shall not be
witlilrawn untilthey have had at least the ben-
efit of six years taitipn.  If you concur in these
opinions, an amendment ol the laws on this in-
teres'ing sobject, will, of courze, be nccessary.

‘F'lie usual report has been received from the
superintendent of the National Roal. It will
be laid before you. It appears, from the re-
port, that the road is in excelient condition,
and does credit to the offiser having charge of
its repairs,

A full and detailed report of the Joint Com-
mittee of the two Houses of the General As-
sembly, appointed under resolution No. 8, of
December tession, 1840, has been made to the
Governor in compliance with resolution No,
38 of the last scssion; from which, it appears
that the duties imposed u zon the committee bave
been diligently and faithfully performed. This
report will «lso be communicated.

‘The Congress of 1836, for the purpose of es
tablishing an uoiform standard ot Weights and
Measures throughout the United States, direct-
el the Secretary of the "T'reasury to have made
and delivered to the Governor of each State in
the Union, or cuch persons as he might appoint,
v complete sct ofall the Weights and Meas
ures, adop‘ed as Standards, and to be used at
the several Custom Houses. By resolution No.
54, of December session 1842, the Legislature
of this State authorized and directed the Gov-
ernor to have distribut. d to each of the several
counties, one standard of the several kinds of
Weighte and Measures to be received from the
Uunited States. In compliance wilh this resolu-

twn, John H. Alexander, with whbom this com-
mendable, and most desirable measure origina-
ed, was appoinied by me the agent of the State,
to receive the Standards of the United States,
and have copies of them prepared for distribu-
tion to the scveral counties. The agent has re
ceived from the United States, standards of
weights of fifty, twenty-five, ten, five, and one
pound avoirdupois, and one pound troy; of mea-
sures of length, the yard; and of measures of
capacity a half bushel, a half galloa, the balf,
the fourth, the eighth, and the eixteenth of a
gallon. The measure of length is nearly com-
pleted, will be ready for distribution during the
present month, Some sime must elapse before
the copies of the other measures, and of the
weights can be prepared with that accuracy
which is required, and will bedoubtless attain-

ed.

That the proper temp:ratuiec may be had to
malke the requirced esperiments on the metal
to be vsed in the construction of the whole sc-
ries of these stanlarde, two years may be re-
quired  That the several States might with
more faci'ity, and at less expense, have made
copies of the standards to be distributed, Con
gress at December session 1837, directcd the
Seeretary of the Trcasury to have made, under
the superin*endance of Mr. Hassler, one stand-
ard balance for each State. ‘1hes: balances, i.

the Federal Constitation. In the mode of tra.
velling sixty years ago, there were in a thou-
«and mi ¢s, wore impediments to be cvercome
by the traveller, than are presented,at this day,
in a distance of three thouraud miles, when the
power of steam prope's the boat over the surihes
ot our lakes «nd rivers,and drives the car along
our rail roa'ls, at the rate ol (wenty miles an
hour. We live in an age of progress.

And we owe it to ourse!ves, and our pos'eri-
ty, not to impede, from vnworthy motives, that
advance to peifection in the science of Govern-
ment, as in cvery other science, which daily
experience proves to be attamnahle. What foree
of imazination could depict the miceries to
which the people ol the old world bave been
subjected, under reccived opinions as to Gov-
ernment, inculcated by their selfich and ambi-
tious rulers. For many ages Kogland, with a
territorial surface less than that of Virgi
wae divided into no less than seven paltry
ernments, kept asunder, that their fecble Hep-
tarchs might each have his court, his army, and
bis civil list. For a much longer pericd Eng-
land, Scotland and Ireland separated, were en-
goged in perpctoal border wars, sweeping a-
way their population, preventing the progress
of civilization, and inflicting an untcld amount
of human misery. In fac!, cvery page of the
bistory of Europe contains admonitions agairst
the introduction, on the ~orth American conti-
nent, of the systems of Goverument establisbed
tibere. In modern Europe there are, exclusive
of Great Britain, eighteen Qua«i Rcpublies,
Principalities, Kingdoms, or otber forms of
Goveroment. The area over whick these Guv-
ernments have jarisdiction, exclusive of Russia,
Sweeden and Norway, is not so extensive as
that portion of our own coun'ry lying east of
the Rocky Mountains., It does not much ¢x-
ceed one million three husdred thousand square
mil.s. The experiment which we have szc-
cessfully made, clearly demons'rates that the
territory bounded in part by the Bosphorus, the
Mediterranean, the Baltic, and the Ocean, is
not so great but that a confediracy of represer -
tative republies could with safety and conveni
ence bave been organized witkin its boundaries.
The whole population does not cx-ccd one
hurdred and fifty millions. To eontrast tie
bencfits and advantages of this European sys-
tem of divided gosernmants, with that which
proposes one confederacy ol free States fromy
the northern confines of Mexico to the lakes, it
would be necessary t» pass, in melancholy re-
view, the history of the petty nations of Ea.
rope tor” many cenluries, and to make an esti-
mate of the millions of human lives sacrificed,
and the amount of (reasure squandered in those
never ending, ever beginning wars, which stain
the pages ot that history, for no other purpose
than the maintenance of national boundsrics

that shou'd never have existed, or of dynasties.

on thrones that should never have been estade
lish d. We may believe that under andther,
and a better system, these millions of human
beings—fultilling at en earlier day the designs
ol Providence—would bave gone forth to peo-

ple the whole ear'h; srd these mountains «f.

warted trea ure wou'ld have been veed to creet
the spires of institutions ol religion, benevo-

[Concluded on funrth page |



