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Holiday 14 ifts!
WEDDING PRESENTS.

Myassortment of above articles is very complete;
among which wi'l be found
PI BR AND MANTELMIRRORS.

SUVA. BUQUET
AND

RP.ACKKT TABLga.
Colored and Plain Frngravings, Handsomely and

Plainly Framed, orin Stock, Paintings, Ac.
VASKS,

CARD BRCEIVEI>9,
PARLOR AQUARIUMS.

MUaICAI.BOXRS,
TOILET SETTS.

OIOVE AND WORK ROXES,
. PVIN KUSTS and BTATUETTRB.Swiss Carved Goods in Great Variety.

CUCKOO AND TRUMPETER CLOCKS.
Ladies and Gentlemen aro requested to examineour line of goods, as they aro very ehoicc and select.

FRYER'S
Emporium of Art.ulu-itlsp 206 Wost Baltimore street.

.lohii lliiiina.
OPPOSITE BARNUM'S HOTEL.

Heal Meerschaum Pipes, in every variety,
and beautiful patterns.

dlB-lw* ALSO, HAVANACIGARS.

Holiday Presents.

LADIES' FANCY FURS,
In their several varieties, and of tlie

LATHS: STVI.hs,
which we will close out at greatly roducod prices.

Call and; examine at tho long established
HAT,CAP AND FUR STORK.

S. HINDE9 A SOX.
413-2*T No. 100 Gay street

Tlie "Florence" American.

INVESTORS' GREAT TRIUMPH.

THE BKWINB MACniNR PERFECTED.

All the objections to other Machines are overcome
in the Florence. It makes four different Stitches
with the same ease, and withas little machinery as
others make one. Besides, ithas tho reversible feed
motion?a uniform self-regulating tension of thread
and no springs, oog-wheeli, or earns to get out of
order,

wh CLAIM FOR THE

FLORENCE
THE FOLLOWING ADVANTAGES

Over Any and AllSewing Machi>.es.

It. makes four different stitches, the lock, Knot,
J/nuble I.oek arid Double Knot, on one and the same
machine. Each stioh being alike on both sides of
the fabric.

Ithas the reversible feed motion, which enables
the operator, by simply turning a thumb-screw, to
have the work run either to the right or left, to stay

any part of the same, or fasten the ends of the scams,
without turning the fabric.

Changing the length of the stitch, and from one

kind of stitch to another, can readily be done while
the Machine is in motion.

Every stich is perfect in itself, making the seam
secure and uniform.

It is almost noiseless, and can lie used where quiet
i necessary.

Its motions aro all positive; there are no springs to
get out of order, and its simplicity enables the most
inexperienced to operate it.

Itwillnot oil the dress of tho operator, as all the
machinery is on tho top of the table.

It is tho most rapid sewer in the world, making
five stitches to each revolution.

Its stich is tho wonder of all, because of its com-

bined elasticity, strength and beauty.

It does the heaviest or finest work with equal fa-
cility, without .hnngc of tension or machinery.

Every machine has one of Jcnck's Patent nem-
mers attached, (the right to use which we control. 1
enabling the operator to turn any width of hem do-

aired.
There is no other Machine which willdo so large a

range of work as the "Florence."
Itdoes not require finer thread on tho under sidu

than it docs on the upper.
Tho needle is more easily adjusted than in any

other Machine.

Itwillsew across the heaviest seams, or from one
to more thieknosscs of cloth, without change of ten-

sion or breaking of thread.

It is fully protect"! and licensed by Eiias Howe,
Jr.. aud his associates, ami our own letters patent.

To avoid the strain on tho eyes, bent posture, close
application, and fatiguing care, heretofore neeessary
on a large proportion of work done on sewing ma-

chines. we now furnish each Machine with "Barnnm's
Self-Sewer," which guides tho work itself, and is of
incalculable value, especially to inexperienced ope-
rators.

While possessing the above, and many other ad-
vantages, tho Florence is sold at corresponding prices
with other first-class machines.

THH FLORENCE COMPANY

LOCK-STITCH
MACHINES.

The only Machine having tho Reversible feed-
movement, was awarded tbe highest premium, gold
medal, at the late exhibition of the American In-
stitute.

COPY OP REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON SEWING MA-
CHINES ;

Tho Florence SewiDg Machine Company, 505
Broadwav, for the best Family Sewing Machine.

Reasons:
1. Tts simplicity and great range of work.

2. Its making four different stitches, viz; the Lock,
Knot, Double-Lock, and Double-Knot.

3. The reversible feed motion, operated by simply

turning a thumb-screw, enabling the operator to
run tho work from right to left, or left to right, and

perfectly self-fastening to the end of the seam.
4. The perfect finish and substantial manner In

which the Machine is made.
5. Tho rapidity of its working, and the quality of

the work dono.
6. Its self-adjusting tension.

BUY THE FLORENCE SEWING MACHINE, and ifyou
are not perfectly satisfied after three months' trial,
you can return it, and get your money. Office, No.

155 Baltimore street. de2-eotf

Holiday Fresenis.
GEO. W. WEBB A Co.,

Corner Baltimore and Light Streets.

RICH DIAMOND JEWELRY.
STONE CAMEOS,

AMETHYSTS,
PEARLS, Ac., Ac.

FINE WATCHES,

Jules] Jurgensen,

Patek Phillippe,

Cha3. E. Jaeat,

and other celebrated Makers.
SILVER WATCHES,

suitable for boys.

SILVER Wabr,

of Beautiful Designs,

of Pure Silver Coin.
COFFEE URNS,

BVTIEB DISHES,
WAITERS,

FRUIT STANDS,
GOBLETS, CUPS. AC., AC.

MARBLE AND BRONZE CLOCKS. VASES. AC.
Purchasers will find everything that is now and

elegant. dels-2wlstp

184 ONE EIGHTY-FOUR. 184

BALTIMORE STREET. OPPOSITE LIGHT STREET,

Is the cheapest place in the city to buy useful
articles for Christmas presents. Wo give below a
partial list of goods to be fuuud in our store, suitable
for presents.

PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS.
We have tbe largest and most complete stock in

the city, which we will sell at extremely low prices.

SILVER-PLATED WARE.

Our stock is very large, and consists in part of
Castors, Cako Baskets, Card Baskets, Tea hots. Coffee
Urns. Sugar Dishes, Butter Dishes. Syrup Cans, Wine
Stands, Butter Knives, Spoons. Forks. Ac., Ac.

FANCY GOODS, AC., AC.
Writing Desks, Fancy B xes. Vases, Picture

Frame", Watches and Jewelry of I'l kinds, Fancy
Soaps and Perfumery, fine iTOry Handle Knives,
te? Ae.

Sale at auction every Evening at 7 o'clock.
L, CLARK A CO,,

dttf"2w I*4 Baltimore street.

1.01 ll'cns.
"/a the *election -/ awife another important matter

is, that sho should write well. Alady who neglects
to cultivate this accomplishment is. not unlikely, de-
fieient in other essential quaIities,"? CHESTERFIELD.

Gifts for the Girls; gifts for the Boys;
A useful gill, not useless toys-
Something to have, something to hold ;
Suitable, too. for young aud old?

A Good Gold Pen!

Cold Pens,
In solid Gold Holders!
In solid Silvr Holders!
Suitable fur Ladies!
Suitable fur Gentlemen!

'Twill please tho ladies and the men.
Each line they write they'll bless the pen; I
The giver bless, and praise the tasto

That gave for use and not for waste ?

A Good Gold Pen!

Gold Pens.

In Gold mounted Rubber Holders!
In desk Holders of every variety!

Put up incases of rich velvet for presents.

AT WHOLESALE ami RETAIL,

B. F. BLAKF.YF.Y A Co.,

GOLD PEN MANUFACTURERS,

dels-tf 125 Baltimore Street, first lloor, up stairs.

I "IMPORTED HAVANA CIGARS."? From $5 to S2O per
J Box, at

MAY'S HAVANA CIGAR KMPORIUM,
36 N. Charles street,

dll-tflstp near Lexington st.

GET A TRIE COPY.
Imperial Photographs and fine engravings of

GIN. R. E. LEE and
STONEWALL JACKSON,

Taken from life.
J. S. MORROW ACo .

JoG tf Corner Baltimore and Uolliday streets.

NEWS OF THE DAY.
Hon. John Bell has joined the Presbyterian

church.
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, left

Washington on Saturday, for a trip Northward.
There is no truth in the report that (leu eral

Logan has declined the Mexican Mission.
General Winfield Scott arrived at New Or-

leans on the I2th instant, aud was received with the
honors due his rank.

In consequence of an lee gorge at St. Louis,
a large number of vessels have been sunk, involving
over $3t)0,000 loss.

Four persons were killed and four scalded
by the explosion of tbe boiler of the steamboat "De
Soto" on the Mi sissippi a few days ago.

Fleming and Corbett, the murderers of Ma-
honey, were hanged on Friday, in tbe county jailof
Chicago.

The steamer \u25a0'Peerless" was burned on the
Mississippi river on Saturday, involving a loss on
boat and cargo of SIOO,OOO.

A fire occurred at Chicago on Saturday
morning, destroying property to tbe amount of
$250,000.

Hon. Philp Allen, formerly Governor or
Rhode Island, and afterwards United Slates Senator
died at his residence in Providence on Saturday.

Tho steam saw mill of Chandler k Wilmot,
Oswego, N. Y? was burned on Friday night. Loss
$30,000.

The Hamilton and Toronto papers report
that there have been further important seizures of
arms on the frontier by tho government, within afew
davapost.

We publish in another column a letter from
one of our correspondents now traveling through the
South, showing the condition of the country and the
inhabitants.

George Grinder the husband of the con-
victed prisono- Martha Grinder, and charged with
'icing particepi vriminis in the poisoning of Jas. R]
Buchanan, has been tried at Pittsburg and acquitted.

Major J. Hennessy, late of the Fifth Penn-
sylvania Cavalry, and Judge Advocate of the Nor-
folk District, has been appointed Assistant U. S. At-
torney at Richmond.

The New Orleans papers say that the Adams
Kxprsse Company has loaned the sum of $2,000,W0 to
iho Southern railroads, to enable them to resume
operations.

In our editorial columns we publish an
admirable article from the St. Louis Republican
showing how our line of Liverpool steamers are apl
predated in that great centre of the West.

The schooner Georgia, of Baltimore, from
New York to Petersburg, with a cargo of hay, was
burned on Friday night, near Willoughby's Point
Light ship. Vessel and cargu a total loss.

Oiliuial information has been received by
(he Department of State of the ratification of the
amendment to the Oonstitution, by the Legislature?
of Indiana. Georgia and Alabama.

The Commissioner of Customs has received
information that the Collector at Rochester. X. Y.,
has just made an important seizure of a Canadian
vessel, containing contraband goods, whisky, teas,
dry goods, Ac.

We print in another column an interesting
letter furnished us by Mr. John W. Garrett, President
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, from a
large importing house in Cincinnati, acknowledging
the invaluable advantages furnished the West by the
steaui-hiu communication recently established be-
tween Baltimore and Liverpool.

General Grant has issued an order to com-
manders of posts where powder is stored, to exercise
all proper measures for its preservation, aud holding
thein strictly responsible for the care of all maga-
zines. The war closed with an immense quantity of
powder in the hands of the Government, much of
which willbe sold, as it deteriorates with[age.

Jeff. Davis, says a Fortress Monroe Corres-
pondent, has recently been visited in his casemate
prison at that place by his old spiritual adviser, tbe
pastor of St. Paul's Church, Richmond, who passed
au entire day withthe rebel ex-President in religious
reading, conversation and other exercises, and ad-
ministered to bim the sacrament. '

Official information has been received by
iho Mexican Minister up to the 12th of November.?
President Juarez, with his Cabinet and other officers
of the National Government, designed leaving El
Paso on the 13th, for Chihuahua. Tho French had
retreated as far as Duraugo, and were about aban-
doning their plan of concentration.

The Hon. Thomas Corwiu, at an entain-
ment given by J. T. Wetmore, military agent for the
?State of Ohio, at his rotidence in Washington, on
Friday night, was suddenly stricken with a raralytie
fit and fell helpless and speechless into the arms of
one of tho circle of gentlemen whom ho was en-
tertaining by his fund of anecdotes and wit. At
last dispatch Mr. Corwin was not expectod to survive
the night.

J. M. Bennett, late Auditor of V irgiuia
under Extra Billy Smith's administration, explains
what became of the $21,000 of specie belonging to the
-date, upon the evacuation of Richmond. The Gov-
ernor, having first helpe 1 himself to $5,000, distrib-
uted tho remainder among tho Slate officers, giving
each ir ember of the Legislature the pittance of twen-

ty dollars. The auditor publishes a long list of the
distributees.

In a despatch from v ew Orleans, we have
war and rumors of war between Franco and the Uni
ted States. An old andestimable citizen of the Cres-
cent City, who returned home a few days ago from
Matamoras. says that the French tullyanticipatewm
with the United States. The sanguinary struggle i-
to commence on the Rio Grande, and Monsieur Cru-
jjeau, has, we are lold, already got his plan ofcampaign
mapped out. In theantieipatud Ciossingof theluue i
States forces over the Rio Grande, the French wib

abandon Matamoras ami the line of the Rio Grande,

and fall back to Monterey.

The stock market was quiet agaiu on Satur-
lay, tbe only transactions of consequence being in
Governments, the sales, almost entirely for invest
ment. fooling up $14,U1!0. There seemed little, il
any, disposition lo speculate instocks. Gold was a
shade lower, opening at 146@146!5, and closing at

1461$ Railroad shares and bonds were quiet, there

being no movement in either ?511 was asked foi

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, $44)4 for Northern
Central aud $20% for City Passenger. Our financial
reporter informs us that, in the miscellaneous lists,
the transactions were very meagre, the uiiningstoeks

ingeneral being pretty nearly "played out."

The Fenian Senate, in New York, has ad-
journed, and four of tho members have gone to their
homes in the country, leaving their contreres and

President Roberts patiently awaiting the arrival ol

Mr. Jamo3 Stephens, the Irish Head Centre, whom

ihoy expect to assume command in lieu of the two

Presidents that are workine mischief to Fenian in-

terests hero. President O'Mahony's party say thai

Mr. Stephens will not leave Paris?if h- is iu iha-
city?and that they expect the assembly of Fenian
delegates, who willprobably meet in New York on

the 2d proximo, to depose the ten Senators who have
impeached President O'Mahony and choien Mr, IV.
R, Bohirti la hlMUad.

UTtSI TELEERIPH NEWS
TO THE

DAILY COMMERCIAL.

WARLIKE lOIOK FROM MEXICO.

Conflict between France and the United
States Anticipated.

WAR TO COMMENCE ON THE RIO ORANDE,

French Campaign Already Planned.

GREAT IGE GORGE AT SAINT LOUIS.

One Dozen Vessels and Barges Sunk

Loss, a Quarter of a Million of Dollars,

EXPLOSION OF A STEAMBOAT BOILER.

Four Jlon Killed uiid Four Scalded.

FROM SEW ORLEASN.

Arrivalof Gen, Scott?Steamboat Accident
Reports from Slatanioraa.

NEW ORLEANS, Dee. 12th.?lienors! Winfield Sootf
arrived this morning from Now York 011 the steamer
MoClellan. A salute was fired in his honor.

The ateamer Be Soto, henco for Pascagouia, ex-
ploded her hoiler, killing four hands and scalding
four of her engineers.

In the Legislature a hill is pending to appropriate
J ".000 for the aid of disabled Federal and Confederate
szddiors, and citizens.

An old and estimable citizen of New Orleans, who
returned from Matamoras a few days ago. and who
was intimate there with French affairs, says they
fully anticipate war between France and the United
States, and that it is to commence on the Rio
Grande; and. further, that they already have their
plan of campaign mapped out, which anticipates a
sudden crossing of the United States forces ovor
the Rio Grande on pontoons, when they will aban-
don Matamoras and the line of the Rio Grande, and
fall back on Monterey, which would be held as a
strategic point. The French oftieers claimed to be
thoroughly informed as to all the means the United
States have at their disposal here and in Texas for
an advance into Mexico.
Great lee barge ar SI. Fouis?A Dozen

Steamer* Sunk or Daiun(;e(t -ltoavy
fast.
."jr. Louts, Dec. 10.?The ice which has been gorged

in the river below this city, gavo way this afternoon,
when the ico swept past the city with fearful power,
sinking or seriously damaging a dozen steamers and
a number of barges, causing an inevitable loss of
about $300,000. The following is a partial list of the
steamers sunk:?Geneva, valued at $25,000; Rosetta,
valued at $20,000; Calapso, valued at $35,000; High-
lander (hoavily laden) valued at $30,000, and the car
go, valued at $25,000, both vessel and cargo full in-
sured; Omaha, valued at $45,000; Admiral, value not
ascertained. Besides these steamers, which are a
total loss, there are some half dozen badly damaged,
and it is not improbable that more boats will be sunk
when the ice above the city moves down.

VlrgiiimLegislntnrc.
RICHMOND, Dee. 10.?A caucus of the Senate and

House was held to-night, and the committee on
courts of justice directed to report a bill admitting
negro testimony in courts, and to amend the oode
abolishing penalties on free negroes especially.

[SECOND DESPATCH.]
In the Sonne a resolution was introduced express-

ing regret end disappointment at the non-admission
of the Virginia representatives to seats in tho na-
tional council, and working their reception as pre-
liminary to the ihliand free restoration of the State
to the Union. Several Senators expressed objections
to the resolution, and itwas withdrawn.

In the House a protracted debate took plaee on the
resolution proposing to inaugurate measures for the
reunion of East and West Virginia.

Tlio Case of George Grimier, Accuses! til
Poisoning?'The Prisoner Arsiuittcsl.

PITTSBURG, Deeembcrlo.?George Grinder, the hus-
band of the convicted prisoner, Martha Grinder, was
yesterday arraigned in court on tho charge of admin-
istering some baneful drug to Jane 11. Buchanan, in
February of last year. A jury was formally empan-

elled, whereupon ex-District Attorney Kirkpatrick,
one of whose remands from a previous term tho case
was, stated that thcro was really no evidence against
tho accused; that tho history of theso poisonings hail
been fully ventilated on the trial of Grinder's wife
and that, with her conviction, justice had been fully
vindicated. He therefore asked for an acquittal-
This the jurygavo without hesitancy, and the pris-
oner was discharged by proclamation.

Destructive Fire in Oawcge, V. Y.
OSWEGO, N. Y., Dec. 15.?The steam saw mill of

Chandler & Wiiuiot, situated on the east side of the
river, in this city, was burned last night. The ma-
chinery connected with the ship yard, together with
a considerable amount of lumber, shingles, bolts, Ac.,
all belonging lo the same firm, were also consumed.
A strong northwest wind was blowing, and the fire
spread to the rigging of several vessels along the
dock, but the flumes were soon extinguished

The schooner J. L. Crocker had her masts and bow-
sprit destroyed.

The total loss amounted to $30,000.

Keutuck)- I.egiHlnlare.
FRANKFORT, Dec. 10.?The Senate received a mes-

sage from tho Governor, announcing that he had
pardoned Governor liowes, William E. Simms, and
"thers, until the end of the assembling of the Legis-
lature, and recommending that the same be granted
by tho General Assembly, and that a general law be
passed pardoning all persons indicted in State oourts
for treason.

In the House, the bill providing for a civilremedy
for injuries done by disloyal persons was reconsid-
ered and referred to the committee on the judiciary.

The Reciprocity Ruesilun.
TORONTO, Dec. 15.?Reports from Ottawa state that

the American reciprocity question is engaging the
earnest attention of the Government, and after the
C'hritmas holidays a deputation willproceed to Wash-
ington to continue the negotiations.

Hon. Thomas Ryan has been appointed commis-
sioner to inquire into the means of extending direct
trade with British America and couutries on the
Mediterranean.

Destructive Fire at Chicago.
CHICAGO, Dec. 1G.?A tire broke out this morning

in Lincoln Hall building, corner of Lake and Frank-
lin streets, which communicated to the six story
marble building immediately West, and thence to

!he corner of Lake street building, which was com-
pletely gutted. The heaviest losers are Whipple A
Co., dry goods, 575,000; Richardson's agricultural
implements, $40,000; J. Scammon, owner of the
building cornor of Lake and Franklin streets, $60,000;
totat loss about $210,000, one half of whieii Is insured.

From Ealeigh.
RALEIGH, N. t'., Dec. 15. ?Governor Worth took

the oath of office to-day, before the members of tho
two Houses of the Legislature and a number of citi-
zens. The Governor elect delivered a short and
modest address on the occasion, claiming that the
people felt a disposition and desired a restoration oi
the Union. The Legislature willadjourn on Monday
morning (?) at six o'clock.

The Fcninn Troubles.
WILMINGTON, Dec. 15.?A meeting of the Fenian

Brotherhood was held last evening in the Udd Fel-
lows' Hall, ai which resolutions were passed de-
nouncing the notion of those whom they termed "the
double-dyed traitors, who constitute the Fenian
Senate," and pledging tho Fenians of Delaware to an
unwavering fidelity to the cause of Ireland and sup-
port of John O'Mahoncy.

Sale of ColTee and Cotton.
NUB* YORK, Dec. 15.?Four thousand four hundred

bags of Java coffee were sold to-day, ai 233-iic., in
gold, and 3,500 bags of Rio on private terms.

Three thousand bales of cotton, captured by the
Government were sold at auction to-day. 2,4"0 bale
ifMemphis brought 41 14<3<54C.; 658 bales of New Or

leans brought 42]4i)53c., and 117 bales of Florida
brought 33@49c.

Com imitation of a Sentence.
KINGSTON, N. Y., Dec. la.?A. M. Miller, who wa

to have been executed to-day in this vilago for til-
murder of Mrs. Rockwell, received a second respit-
at a l ite hour last evening from the Governor,

changing the sentence to imprisonment for life in
\u25a0Sing ding jail.

Roller Explosion.
TROY, N. Y., Dec. 15.? This uiu-uing iho boiler in

the brush factory of J. G. AlcMurray A Co., ai
Lansingburg, exploded, killing Philetus Ward, the
- ngiueer, who was the only person in the building al

the lime. Tho building was much shattered, and th-
iols willreach nearij twenty thousand dollars.

Steamer Humeri.
CAIRO, Dee. 16.?The steamer Peerless, troin Cin-

cinnati to New Orleans, with a full cargo, struck the
sunken wreck of the steamer Black Hawk, below
Mound City, and took lireand was entirely consume:.
Boat valued at $60,00b; insured for $40,000; value oi
the cargo unknown.

Steamboat Collision.
CINCINNATI,Dec. 16th. ?The steamer Dumont col-

lided with a towboat near Patriot, Indiana, on
Thursday, and was considerably injured. One of the
crew was killed and four others arc missing.

l>enth of fx-Governer Allen.
PROVIDENCE. Dec. 16.?Hun. Philip Allen,former-

ly Governor of this State, and afterwards United
States Senator, died this morning, at his residence
uere.

Loss of a Schooner

FORTRESS MONROE, Dee. 16.?The schooner Geor-
gia, from New York for Petersburg, wn# burned here
Iwt Bight;

MONDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 18, 1865.

The Constitutional Amendment.

THREE MORE STATES IN THE ROLL

Indiana, Georgia and Alabama.

OFFICIAL REPORTS FROM MEXICO.

-lioY<-meiit3 of President Juarez.

FBENOH PLAN OFCONCENT RATIONABANDONED

'i'iic Reception of Minister Burlingamu.

SCDDEN ILLNESS OF GOVERNOR CORWIN.

His Recovery Very Doubtful.

WASHIXOTOS, Dec. 17.
THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

Official information lias reached the department ofMate of the ratification by the Legislatures of tndl-
-Ucor*ia, and Alabama, of the proposed amend-ment to the Constitution of the United Stales uponthe subject of slavery. 1

FSOM MEXICO.
?en or Romero hiu received official intellieueefrom El Paso up to the 12th of November. Presi-de t Juarez, Ins cabinet, and o her officers of theit.. vK1, intended to leave El Paso onthe 13th of that month for the city of Chihuahua.-Jhe ri"eh had retreated as lur a Durango, and itv. a? understood they would al?o abandon that Statein tbeir movement of concentration.

ORR MINISTER TO CHINA.
. YvJjil©.Mr. Burlingame, our minister to China, wasin this city, he was iho recipient of marked attentionnot only from tho Secretary of State, and other func-tionaries of tlie Government, but from the Biplo-matm eo ps, and especially from Colonel Raa?feff theDanish minister, and Sir Frederick Bruce, who hadan agreeable official intercourse with him in Chinawhile representing their respective governments inthat empire. Both of these gentlemen 9pbak of him
in tho most flattering term?, and have entertainedhim with generous hospitalities. He returns to hi*post wirh the full confidence of his government andappreciation ot his valuable diplomatic ser-

THE VETERAN RESERVE CORPS.
Those who favor the retention of the officers of the

,

e!trv
.

e.?orpa examination ofthe subject, that these officers represent four hundredatßban<ied volunteer organizations, and that P
portion oi them were wounded in the late campaigns
in v irginin.

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.Owing to the time required for copying the diplo-
matic correspondence with England and France, re-

L
to n tho President's annual message, it is notprobable the transcript willbe communicated to Con-gress until after the holidays.

... . THE MEXICANMISSION.
11 it IS true, as repeatedly reported, that GeneralLogan Has aechned the Mexican mission, the fact iacertainly not known in official circles.

TIIR NAVALSERVICE.
Postmaster General Donnison has addressed a cir-cular to railroad managers, mentioning the faet that

tne service on tho railroads generally during last win-ter was so irregularly ncrformed serving to delavthe transmission of tho mails. "The remedy," he
say?, is with tho companies-lessen the number ofcars on the mail trains, especially with those carry-
ing tlitthrough mails to tho maximum that willnotnecessarily prevent the schedule times being regularlymade, and the difficulty will be removed, fho re-quest now made for you r do so, is inno sense incon-
sistent, but demanded alike for the interests oi theGovernment and the Public, while vour faithful com-
pliauco willonly be the proper observance of yourcontract with the Department."

MR. HARRIS, OP MARYLAND.
The Now v.,r k Time* special correspondent says

the/lon. B. G. Harris, of Maryland, member of Con-
gress from Maryland, arrived here to-day, and in-tends to take his seat in the House on Monday next,

speculation has been indulged as to the course
Mr. Karri- would pursue with reference to the testor iron-clad oath, as it is sometimes called. Tho ab-
sence of Mr. Harris up to this time, taken in connec-
tion with hi? avowed predilection for the. recentlv
defunct Southern Confederacy, has been iut""*Hed
ns a determination on his part not to take the oath
prescribed by act of Congress; but further specula-
tion in the matter is put at rest by the announcementof the L-entieraan to-d ly that he can formally andconscientiously take the oath.

It has been cxpeced. ami some believe, thatthe House will refuse to let Mr. Harris occupv h's
seat, or will hereafter expel him a? an unwdrthvmember, hecause of his alleged commission of an of-fence for which, itwillbe recollected, he was tried
and found guilty, la-t summer, by u court-martial.?
On the other hand Mr. Hams and his friends claim
that even if he had been guilty of tho offence alleged
he was afterward pardoned by the President, and hi?supposed political disability wa.? thus removed. Andit is further claimed that tho testimony presented t<
the President in the application for pardon clearly
showed that the witnesses on whose evidence Harriswas convicted wero unworthy of belief, and had per-jured them elves on the trial.

THE COUNTERFEIT TREASURY NOTE.
Ou A further progress of the investigation na to thePlato of the one hundred dollar counterfeit Treasury

note, tho fact is disclosed that more than ayearatto
(ten. Chirk, Superintendent of the Treasury Bank
Note Printing Bureau, waa in possession of all the
ruatei ial facts concerninst the abstraction of the plate,
and that he was reque-ted to invosturato tho matter
at that time, but so far as known no such inve.-tiaa-
tion was made. General Spinner, Treasurer of theUnited States, is now of the opinion that the plate-
was taken from Clark's department, and that the
American Dank Noto Company is blameless in tho
matter.

YltOM GF.of.GIA.

The President to-day received the following dis-
patch :

Mtt.LF.DOKYH.LE. (da. Dec. 15.?lti s Excellency
Andrew Johnson, President of tho United States:

The Legislature takes a rcces, until the lOlh of
January, without electing .Senators, Governor Per-
kins was inaugurated 011 yesterday. You trill he
pleased withhis address. I feel confident that there
willhe entire harmony between him and yourself.

J. JOHNSON, Provisional Gov'r.
NEWS FROM MEXICO?DEFEAT OF THE FRENCH?EX-GOV.

CORWIN DYING.

Senor Romero, the Mexican Minister, received offi-
cial news to-dn.v from Matamoras to tho 10th inst.
Gen. Esobedotonk the city of Monterey, and held itfor some time. Two French columns in strong force
were sent after him, and he. was finally compelled to
abtndon the city. One of the French divisions at-
tacked him, and, it is reported, he repulsed theui with
heavy loss.

Ex-Gov. Thomas Corwin has been in a dying con-
dition all 'lay, and is not expected to live throughout
the night. Among those who have called to see him
were Ex Gov. Graham, of North Carolina, Postmas-
ter General Donnison, Chief Justice Chase, Senatorsand Representatives from Ohio aud others. He has
been unconscious ever since his attack last night with
paralysis.

Governor Corwin has been gradually sinking all
day. The physician in attendance thinks he wiltnot
live through the night. Many prominent friends
called to-day to inquire as to his condition. lie has
been unconscious ever since he was struck by paraly-
sis on Friday night.

Loiter from Mr. Stunuer to Mrs, t'olxtczi.
The following letter appears in tho London papers:

"BOSTON. October 5,1865:
"Mydear Madam:? l have been charged by the

convention of the republicans of Massachussetts, over
which 1 had the honor of presiding, to communicate
to you resolutions unanimously adopted by them, ex-pressing their grateful regard for the memory of your
late husband, and their sympathy withyou inyourbe-
reaveinent. Knowing Mr. Cobder, personalis us I did
for many years, and corresponding with him on pub-
lic questions, I confess a sense of personal loss beyond
even that of my fellow-citizens. He was tho
good friend of my country and ho was my ownprivate friend. Therefore, inmaking this communi-
cation, 1 desire to express my own individual grief.
)iis lamented death has caused a chasm, not only inhis own home and country, but here in the United?States. We all miss him and mourn him. lie was a
wise and a good man. Though an Englishman bybirth, his heart aud all his faculties were given tomankind, knowing well that the welfare and trueglory of his own great country wore best assured by
:uch a dedication. Hoping that you tuny bo con-
soled in your great bereavement, and that your
children may be blessed in life, I ask you to accept
the respect with which I have the honor to bo, dear
madam, your very faithlul servant,

"UHARI.ES SUMNER."

Ttta GRAPE CROP.?The following lettoi has been
received at the State Department:

UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 1
FUNCHAL, MADEIRA, Nov. 20,1.405.

SIR: T bog to inform you as a matter of general in-
formation, that the grape crop of this island has just
been gathered, and tho amount of yield is about lour
thousand pipes of wine, wnich is nearly double that
of last year, and the belief is that 'he crop will bo
still greater next year. The blight still continues to
r? considerable extent, but tho grape is saved from
utter destruction by theuso of sulphur, which eanuot,
however, be thoroughly washed from the grace, or
extracted from the juico, henco tile wine is not so
good as belore the hlight.

There is but littleold wine on the island, and as
the new willnot onto into the market for throe years
to come, the price willstill keep up, but after that
the price ol Madeira wine must go down eo siilerably,
from the double fact of the increased ytelu an \u25a0 theplanters ng.in planting the vine instead o sugar
cane. Many are pulling up their canes and planting
instead vines. H ncc, again, the yield uf sugar in
the island will decrease in quantity. The yield ot
sugar tue present year baa been about five hundred
thousand pounds English.

Wito great respect, I have the honor to be your
most obedteut servant, CHARLES A LKAS,

United stales Consul.

LOUISIANA.?A recent dispatch from New Orleans
says: A number of the Louisiana country newspapers
state thut the white military organization under tho
Governor's orders eanuot be effective to mucu of an
extent, as they have uo arms.

In some of the parishes?Terrebonne and Natehi
toeuc-s, Ibr example?the negroes are evil disposed to-
ward cue whites: and the papers cuarge thai ei it-dts
posed wmte persons are at mo bottom ol tuts state of
tntngs.

Iu tlie parish of Natchitoches tho papers say jhatit is evideut to all that tue miittiaof the state must
be organized ami armed soou, lo uilord lUe necessary
protection to lue wattes.

Iho couiso ol tne militaryauthorities iu iutcifer-
i"g oy iorco of ar sto protect aGo eruineut col ton
agcut .charged bvloie tue elate court wttu sto Lag
cotton) lr -m arrest by too sheriff, has oeen approved
by General Canity. Only the sheriff 's account of tutt
ahau- has been pumi.-hod.

IN SEARCH OF EMPLOYMENT.? A Washington des-
Pa tc,! says: "Competent judges estima e 'bat there
are over one thousand persons in Washington look-
ing loremployment in tiie different department of
the Government. Most of these individuals will
doubtless return to their respective homes, consciousof the fact that there are no vacancies here tor the
benefit ot tueir class of individuals. I willstate t JUL,
iu the War, Navy, Treasury, Interior, aud Host Office
Oepartmouts, uero areou tile over twenty thousandduplications for clerical appointments. Ihe word
tile, as defined by dtfieroni beads of Departments,
means consigned to the waste-paper baskets.

CHOLERA AND CHOLERINE.? A letter from one of
our Balis correspondeu-s informs us that down to
November 23d. the date of his letter, there bad been
6, 00 ueatbs trorn cholera inthat city. It also -tates
tttat tbe milder form of tbe disease, kuowu in Paris
by tho term cholerine, had at lacked nearly every-
body during the damp, sultry weatner that Had been
prevailing tor tbe preceding five or six weeks. The

favorite medical remedies ior tho latter form of the
disease were laudanum, nnd sub-nitrnto of bismuth,
and they were a limuiitereu with excellent effect,?

t Philadelphia Ledger,

FROM THE SOL 111.

[from our own Correspondent.]
GOLDSBORO', N. C., Dec. 10, 1665.

Qoldtboro' and the Country around if?Price* of Landand the Character of the Soil?Changed appearance
of thing* Railroad* ?Condition of thePoorer Cla* oj White* and the Frcdmen?School
for the Freed Pamle--Political Opinion*?Emigra-
tion of Colored People, Jr.
Goldsboro* is the capital of Wayne county, and is

situated on an elevated plain. The soil here and in
the country around, like all that part of the Stateeast, and much of it south and north of this place, isa sandy loam, in many places fertile, but for tho
greater part not rich, to say the most. The best lands
can be bought for thirtydollars per acre, and inferior
tor price- ranging from four or live dollars upwards.
Cotton and tobacco in thi3 neighborhood and west-ward, are the main staples. The cotton is of shortfibre. anl of good average qualify. AH through the
country between Goldsboro' and tho Atlantic, spread
the large pine forests which produce the turpentine,
tar and rosin, the great staples of the coast part ofthis State. In this pine section tho land sells very
cheap?even so low in some parts, I am told, as from
two to three dollars. Many persons who do not own
land, farm these turpentine crops, paying a stipulated
price for ecb thousand trees, f remember meeting,
ina car on the VVeldon and Wilmington Railroad,
the year bet. re the war, one of these farmers, whoboasted that ho hod made the year before, by his
Crop from the trees, three hundred and liftvdollars,
adding that he had no one to help himhut H littleboy.Truly, leave mail to bnnative simplicity jfcharacter,
and he

"Needs but little here heUiaf'Tins farmer also informed me, in a manner whichshowed that ho expected mo to be very mu<*h im-
pressed by his statement, that tho construction of tho
railroad had had the surprising effect of raising tho
price of the lands adjoining it to five dollar* per acre

that man would nave been much amazed
at J".° hrice per acre paid for our Druid HillPark.Goldsboro contains about two thousand inhabi-
tant-, and is regularly laid out in wide streets inter-secting each other at right angles. Man voftho streets
are bordered with trees. When I WHS here in June,

the town presented a very pretty appearance,
the trees being in full loaf and tne houses all looking
neat and many handsome. Now the trees ure leafless
and tlie outward appearance of tho houses is ne-
glected; everything lia-sa desolate and decaying look.Everybody whom I saw here in that last visit before
the war seemed to have something to do; there was
an expression of business more or less upon all faces.
Now white idler? loiter übout the streets, thronging
tho doorways of the hotel and drinking saloon?; and
black idlers gather in and about tho railway depot
day and night, clustering around open fires, now and
then some one ol them 'picking upon the strings ot
a banjo, with a woful expression of countenance,
while others, with no look of merriment, dunce the
jig. Sadness appears to reign almost supreme. There
are some exceptions, however, but a hearty laugh is.
I assure you, a rather rare thing here.

The principal street of Goldsborough is very wide,
and some four or five railroad tracks pass through its
whole length. The Wilmington and Weldon, the
North Carolina and the Atlantic Railroads carry and
bring travelers and freight to and from north,
south, east and west. This town was. infact, brought
into existence by the railroads, The old county
town, Waynesboro, about a mile from ihia place, i
entirely deserted: not a dwellng-house is inhabited.

A statement published a month or so ag j in =omo
ot the New York paper?, anticipated an awful win-
ter for the poorer white people and tiie frcediuea m
this neighborhood, i gin glad to learn that the con-
dition of those clashes has, since thut staieuient wa?
published, been much ameliorated. 1 have this in-
formation from many persons who arc well situated
for forming a correct judgment in tho mutter. Dr.
Glavis. who has charge of the Freedmen's Bureau
office here, has p- litelv furnished me with statistic*which pruvo that the negro population, nt lca-it, arc
much better offthan they were a low month? ago.

He tell? me thut the average number of rations per
month issued from the establishment of his office here
to tho end of August, was about eighty thousand; in
September, eight thousand; October, seven thousand;
November, five thousand, 110 thinks that there will
bo some, but not much increase as tho winter advan-
ces. The suffering was at one time, the Doctor tells
mc. very great. Ho mentioned Acase where, iu one
house, two H'gro women died of starvation, and two
other.i were discovered barely in time to be saved.?There wa? also, he aid, much suffering, no doubt,
among tho white?, but that they were mostly, he sup-
poses, too proud to ask help: a considerable number
ol*rations were also issued by him to ueedv whites.?
Tbe Doctor mentioned the case of un old gentleman,
who had once occupied a position of considerable
social standing and was justice of the peace, who he
learned had for days notliing for himself aud a large
family to eat.

Dr. Glavis thinks that, generally speaking, the con-
dition of the freedmcn and the poorer class of whites
h not so bad in the interior; he gives as a reason that
the floating population there is not so large. I con
fess that I cannot see tho force of this reason. Tho
doctor says that the negroes are very Anxious to re-
ceive the benefits of education. The first school
opened here for the freed people had but one teacher
?a aolored man?and yet three hundred pupils en-
tered at once. Tho saino school ha? now three
teachers, aud the number of pupils ha-? been steadily
increasing. Evening elates for tho colored people
Arcalso well attended.

I have convorsed with a number of intelligent gen-

tlemen from different parts of this State, who ar-
dently supported the Confederate cause in council
ami in battle; and they were, with but one excep-
tion, unanimously in favor of extending t the col-
ored race the advantages of education, nnd of con-
ferring on them at once ull the rights of citizenship,
exempt the right of suffrage. I have not as yet. met
with one person, natives of this State, who favor? the
immediate conferring upon tho negro of tho right of
suffrage.

There appears to bo but littledisappointment at the
refusal to admit to Congress the Southern members
elect. Every one seem? to have been prepared for
what has happened. Almost everybody baa faith in
the honesty of tho purpose oj President Johnson, and
hi? desire "to temper th- wind 1' to tho conquered.?
There seems to be an almost universal desire to get
hack into the Cnion, under the new state of things.
:ig Eoon a? possible.

1 have heard but one opinion as t< tho President>
Message, from Northerners (for there are umny
them ull through this part of tlie South' and South-
erners; all highlyapprove of every part of it. it is,
undoubtedly, one of the moat lucid and best written
State papers whi'-h 1 have ever read.

The white and colored population eet along to-
gether better than I ha<l expected. Prejudice, how-
ever, are naturally greater between thorn than befoic
the abolition of slavery, and these willnow and then
show themselves inaction. This moment, while I w; ?
writing the last paragraph of this letter, au incident
of this kind occurred at thy railroad depot fronting
this hotel.

A riotous disposition exhibiting itself th-re among
Buine negroes?some of the disch irgptl soldiers?gath-
ered there, tho captain of police here interferr d to
preserve order. The negro soldiers rcsi ted and drew
revolver?: one of them even tired a pistol. As the
police of Goldsboro' consists of but eight member?,
tho aid of tho white Federal soldiers stationed here
was called in, ami the two ringleaders among the
colored soldier? were arrested and arr now in jail.

By the bye, colored people waiting for transporta
tioo crowd the railroad depot here every day. Their
bedi, boxes and various nondescript urticles of bag-
page, strew the covered space. Around open fires
they gather to cook and eat their food. These are
mostly making their way to the cities on the coast,
some of them aiming to go further North.

My next letter will be from Raleigh. ORIONIS.

A Bit oi War History?Lee'* Surrender
Premeditated.

The following passage is from the forthcoming
volume of Pollard'? Southern history of "The
Fourth Year of tho War:"

"There can be no doubt in history that Gen. Lee,
intaking his army away from Richmond ami Peters-
burg, had decided, in his own mind, upon tho hope-
lessness of the war, and had predetermined its sur-
render. The most striking proof of this is, thut on
his retreat there wa? no order published against
straggling? a thing unprecedented iu all deliberate
and strategic retreats ?and nothing whatever done to
maintain discipline. The men wero not animated
by the style of general orders usual on such occasion.-.
They straggled nod deserted almost at will.

"An idea ran through the Virginia troops that with
tho abandonment of Richmond the war was hopeles-.
and that they would bo justified in refusing to fight i
outside tho limits of their State. Nothing was done
to check the notorious circulation of this notion in j
the army. The Virginia troops scattered off to their '
homes at almost every mile of tho route. Wo have i

that Pickett was left with only a hand
men. Some of the brigade commanders bad not hesi- j
tfttcd to advtae their men that the war was virtually
over, and that they had hotter go homo and'make I
crop?.'

"But there arc other proofs, besides the omission :
of the measures against straggling usual on retreats,
that General L<''* had prevised a surrender of hi
army, lie carried oil from Petersburg and Rich-
mond all tho transportation of his army, sufficient,
perhaps, for one hundred thou, and men, certainly
largely inexcess of the actual needs of the retreat.?
The excessive number of Virginia troops who were
permitted to drop out of tbe ranks and return t>
their home?, shows very well that there was no firm i
purpose to carry tho war out of the limits of that j
iStato. Prisoners taken on the retreat invariably re-
ported that the army was soon to bo halted for a
surrender; and General Custis Lee. when captured
hy the enemy, i? alleged to have made the same rev-
elations of his father's designs."

I IK* Clreatcst Kuowu Bah Mino it: tho
World.

We have had the pleasure of meeting recently with
the Hon. D. D. Avery, the proprietor of the immense j
"island," "lake," or "mountain" of Fait in St. Mary'*
parish, as we have Fcen it variously styled.

The salt mine or island belonging to Judge Avery
i*perhaps'ho most extensivo in the known world.
The salt is ola pu-o crystal, and, unlike that ob-
tained froir. the l'amou? Cracow mine? ol' Poland, re-
quire? no reboiling. During the early part of the
war it was one of the principal resources of supply
to tlie South.

The name of the Island is "Petit Ance," and con-
sist? of a hill,at ? me p'dnt? 160 feet high, contain
ing about 2,2P acre? of land, surrounded hy the
wat<T3 of Bayou Vermillion, situated about nine
mile? from Vermillion bay, in tho above named
parish.

Although 9:ilt ha* been rannufac'ured upon th
island for many year*, yet the discovery o* the mines
was not uiude until 1863.

The deposit seem* inexhaustible, and Promises to

ho one of the greatest development? of the age. A!
though the production of salt in the United States in
166" wa? nearly thirteen millions of bushel?, yet tin
importations of this article from foreign ports w ore
very large.? Eaton /louge */,. i f'onut.

Dry Goo<ls,

Trade is very dull, and consequently the market i
in favor of the buyers, who arofew. Stocks accumu
lato a little. Cotton prints aro lower. Tho demand?
art* exceedingly light. Bicached shirtings and sheet-
ing- have declined 2 cent?, and goods are accumulat-
ing. A littlemore is doing inbrown good?, but yet
at a decline. Brown drills are lower, with a Final,
inquiry. Ginghams arc inactive and lower. Th*-r<
is a in 'derate demand fr stripes, with a large assort

ment offering. Checks have dee lined 'lx/j cents. In
wooleu goods there is rather more doing. Indelaine?,
nl lids are luo-t wanted. Prices, however, are lower.
Delaines seem preferred to prints, boiugso near now
in price. The tra tc iu fancy cassimeres i? very irreg-
ular, and prices have greatly decliued. Some ligbi
Miring goods have been sei ing. Flannels are inac-
tive. Blankets areTn some demand, but prices ar
heavy, and quotations nominal. There is a vast iu
cr> ase <i toreign goods coming in. stock is be-
coming heavy of undesirable styles.? Sew York in
dependent, illA. _

NATIONAL BASKING ASSOCIATION'S.?^The Comp-
troller of the Currency has issued certificate* authori-
zing the commencement of business by tho People's
National Bank, capi nl .fJAMAK).aud tne Charleston
National Bauk, capital $:2 ",000. Charleston, S. C.

J MAKYI.ASD POST OFFICES.?The Postmaster Gen-
eral has ordered the following;?Tho post office at

Sah-m, Dorchester county, is re-established, and Jas.
Gore unpointed postmaster.

At Jacksonville. Somerset county, appoint L. 1.
Bruinurd, postmaster, vice J. iv. Bayfield, resigned.

?The trousseau ofthe Princess Auu Murat,
about to be married to the Duke of Mouchy, is to bu
a marvel of richne.-s and beauty. The Emperor con-
tributes 400,000 francs' (80,'300) worth of diamond?, in
addition to the donation of two millions of francs.?
Among other contrivances for spending is -a dress
estimated at SO,OOO francs !

?Gossip has it that when Jefferson Davis
was asked what he thought of President Johnson's
message, he replied: "It is wisely and boldly specific

upon every subject but the one concerning the most
Yteilty-ay trial."

CITY NEWS.
MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.? The trus-

tees of the Maryland Agricultural College held a
meeting last Thursday evening, at Barnnm's Hotel,
Hon. James T. Earle, President, in the chair, for tho
purpose of taking into consideration the financial af-
fairs of the Institution, and to prepare business for
transaction at the meeting of (liestockholders ol the
College, who assemble inthis city in January next.After rending aud approving tho President's. Treas-
urer's and Register's reports, a proposition was sub-
mitted to make this College the recipient of the Liu-
ted States'donation of public land. It will be re-
membered that in 1861. Congress, by enactmen*. do-
nated a certain amount of public land, to be dividedamong the several States, of which Maryland re-
ceived scrip for 212,000 acres, the condition of which
donation waa that each State should, inthe course of
fiveyears, erect suitable buildings for agricultural,
military and scientific instruction. The object of
thus making the Agricultural College the recipient
of this donntion was to place it upon a sure financial
basis, ami by teaching the branches named above, it
would meet the requirements of the provision upon
which the donation was made.

A resolution was then offered that the stockholders
be requested to memorialize the General Assembly
at their corning session, proposing a joint ownership
of tho property now belonging to the college, situa-
ted near Bladensburg, valued at SIOO,OOO, consisting
of 300 acres of land, with valuable buildings, and
that tho affairs of the institution be conducted by a
board of trustees, consisting of seven members, the
members of the present State Hoard of Education,
consisting of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor
Cox, Rev. L. Van Rokkelin. and Hon. Mr. Frazior,
being retained, and the remaining three to be elected
by the fctoekholdere. The resolution elicited consid-
erable discussion, which was participated in by I)r.
Van Bokkelin, Dr. Wharton, Lieutenant Governor
Cox, Hon. Mr. Earle, and Ramsey McHenry, E.-IJ
The resolution wa?, however, passed unanimously,
and will be presented to the meeting of the board, as
well as tho proposition to make tho Collego the re-
cipient of the donation of lands. The resignation of
the President, lion. Mr. Earle, having been received
and accepted. Colonel \Y ilkins, uf Kent county, was
elected to fillthe vacancy. ,

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.?' The week preceding the
great holiday of the year is one of busy preparation.
Every shop window puts on its most attractive attire,
aud clerks are more than ever attentive and anxious
t ? sell. Tho custom recognized from time immemo-
rial of givimr presents to childron and souvenirs to

friends, on Christmas day, a harvest to the
dealer in fancy waro, tho toy-render, and the hooit-
seller. Each of theso department -, we coed hardly
inform our readers, is amply represented in >ur city,

and the throng* already crowding ih* counters show
a proper appreciation of the energy and good tasto

of the holiday caterers.
Great interest is felt in the junior?, who, suspend-

ing their slender hose to the nursery bed-post, on
Christmas-ove, fall asleep dreaming of St. Nichols*
descending the chimney with his pack of wares. Lis
ruddy face wreathed in smiles and good cheer, and
who start to life at day-break, on the memorable
morning, easjer for the presents which they know full
wellawait them.

Among the most entertaining and sensible of theso
gills arc tho beautiful and instructive little volumes
withwhich our best publishers ore flooding the coun-
try. Children appreciate the pictorials, and listen
intently to the reading of the illustrative text.?
Among tho3e who deserve the grateful Uianki of the
young people, wo may mention Hurd iHoughton,
R. Carter 3c Bros., Sheldon k Co., New York: R. M".
Carroll Sc Co . Cincinnati, and Lee Shepherd, Bus-
ton. One of tbe first-mentioned firms (Uurd k Hough-
ton) is the founder of the celebrated Riverside press
of Cambridge, and many of their books are model? of
fine printing. Iu addition to a great number of
pi end id works of a superior order, they have pub-

lished in elegant style (for girl? and boys) many of
the <ld favorite?, as "Cinderella," "Puss in Boot?,"
"Beauty and tho Boast," besides "Bird Nest Stories,"
"Nelly Rivers," and "Metropolitan Fair."Sheldon k
Co. give us "The Fly," and a lovely copy of Mr?.
Barbauld's "Hymns in Prose for Children," "JolL
and Kitty in the Country," i= from the press of th
Carters. Any of these b oks will make welcome
present® to tho littlefolk?; and it must be remember
d that while the colored page* attract the young,

ilu narrative often stimulates u love of higher, more
iubi-taatial, and profitable reading.

SKVKFIKI.7 IN'JL'RKD UY Till- EXPLOSION' np lli v

POWDER.?On Wednesday even ing Inst Lewis Erpen-
bcck, aged 14 year-, ? n of Mr. 11. Erpenl eck, redd*
iog on Broadway, .Southof Aliceannastreet,met with
a severe acvhlcrt by the explosion of a quantity of
gunpowder under tho following circumstances: It
appears that rjoiuotime previous two packages of pow
dcr, one containing a half and the other n pound,
were placed for . .ife keeping upon the glider of t> !
small back build.ng inthe roar of the dwelling. I ron
the evening mentioned Lewis, having been rent to the
-lied on an errand, carried with him a lantern coo-
tttinir.u ?* candle: failing to obtain enough light hi
took the candle from tho lantern and placed it upo-.

the girder. While prosecuting his search the candle
fell against the smaller package whiidi instantly ex-
ploded, severely burning him upon the breast, face,
aud hands. In a moment or two thereafter the large;
package exploded, blowing tho roof from the shed,
and further injuring the unfortunate lad. Uis hair j
was entirely burned off, and the scalp badly cxeor- i
iatcd. Dr. Da-hiel waa called to attend him, and by ;
luminary application succeeded in relieving n;m. ]
His eyes happily were uninjured.

RETCRKIXG Rr.QiMEN'rs.?IMPORTANT SANITARY I
RLOULAT'ON'.?About four hundred men of theSuth I
Regiment United States colored troops arrived here 1
yesterday on the steamer of the Old Bay Line, report-
ing to the Chief Mustering Officer for final discharge,
fheyare quartered at Fort Federal Hill. The bal-
ance of the regiment, comprising four companies, -

detained at Norfolk awaiting tranepor utiun. Th<
Bth Connecticut and 188 th Pennsylvania regimen
passed through the city last week en route to the '
respective State rendezvous to be finally discharged

T prevent the importation into the ity of inlY-
Linus diseases, an order has recently been promul-
gated by the Medical Department here forbidding the
landing of any troops arriving from Southern port?,

until au officer of iho medical staff, specially detailed i
fur the purpose, shall have examined and reported !
upon their pauirary condition. Surgeon L. W. Read,
United Slates volunteer?, late in charge of McKin-
Hospital, liai been designated for the duty.

THE Mhsion'ary CAUSE at EXETER ST. CHURCH.?
Ac tho regular monthly meeting of the Sabbath
S'.-hool Missionary Society of the Exeter strcti I
M. E. Church, yesterday a tornoon, the cause of mis
-ions was forcibly presented by Rev. George P. Uavs.

??f the Second Presbyterian church, in this city. A
\..ie of thanks was tendered Mr. Hays by the society
. r his very pleading und edifying address. Rev.
L uard M. Gardner, pastor of the eliargo, is d -

voting himself with nis woll-known Christian zeal t >

he work of building up the Sabbath Fchool in oil its
department?, recognizing it. as a most inviting field

i* Christian labor and enterprise. The Missionary
Society of the school bid? fair to prove an important \u25a0
auxiliary to the great work, which it is designed, in |
eouucction with the Church, to promote. On next 1
Sibbath afternoon, it i? contemplated tohold an other
meeting ufa similar character.

A SCHOON-EB BCBKBD*?About 3 O'GIOC! . Frida
alternooTi, u schooner wa? discovered on fire, about
four mile? fi-uu Fortress Monroe, near AVillcughby -
Poiut Light ship. Steamer- were sent out to her re-
lief, and sho was towed in by the . teaiuer A. WinanD
and grounded near the bar. She proved to b" the

schooner Georgia, of Baltimore, from New York foi
Petersburg, laden with 280 bales of hay, a lot of sione s

and slate. 'J he fire was put out, ns supposed, but du-
ring Friday night it broke out afresh ami burned all
night. Thcuiaa ? were cat awu;. on Satuiflny, nn-.l
.he now lies a perfect reck. Tho cap!ai a ttatu> that
the fire originated from the galley. The vessel was
uninsured, but the cargo D eiipposedL* have beer,

insurei.
Acer DENT*. ?On Saturday Mrs. Fairbanks, rt.-ddicr?

i:i South Bruadway, near Knstejm avenue, felldowr
a flight of stairs and received Jt severe cut upon th'
Load. Lr. Dwindle dressed the wound.

Yesterday afternoon Mr?. M Shields, residing oi

North Annstreet, near Baltimore, fell down tho bad
-tiep3 of her residence upon tho pavement, fraeturirv
her left arm near the wrDt. Dr. Dwindle was callec
mand set tho fractured limb.

On Saturday morning James Pendegra?-, employee
at No. 38 South Calvert street, fell through tho fuurt:
itory hatchway to the *owcr floor, breaking uue o
nis thighs und fracturing hie ?kuil. He was sent I
:ho Lombard street Infirmary for treatment.

The MISSION* CAUSE.?A large mcctiug wa< hch.
last evening, in Emanuel vhureh, corner of Read auu
Cathedral streets, in the interest of city missions, un
jcr the care of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
.as city. Rev. J. N. McJiitoU read a report show in?
tlie operations ui the Mission Committee for the pa.-
year, which closed with an appeal for uid to th*
cause, fifubsequcully, addresses upon tho subjec
Aero dciivere-i by too R gtu Rev. iiibhup of iiouo

lulu,and other ciergynieu, and at the conclusion th-
congregation maue a liberal contribution to the sup
port of the cause-

THEFTS.?George Washing'on, colored, wa? arrest

cd on Saturday, by policeman Ciaridgc, charged wu
scaling a small sum of money from tnu drawer I
uUo cioro oi Jonn Deiz, No. 14 Camden street. Ju.B
.icc Johnsou commuted him lor tne action of m-
,rand jury. Christian Pelring waa arrested Oy poLc*.
man Hays, ehurged wilhstcaiiug two pieces ui am-
joei vaiued at 00, iroia Joirti raffling, ire was cum

uiittcd tor the grand ju y by Justice i)iydeu.

THE WEATHER.?For several d iys past the atmos

phero iu this region uas been intensely void. in. I
winter wi; r aii iia rigors appears to have iuh> iin

Iho sk&iiug resoits uOout t:ioei> ware on oat uida.,

.he centres ol considerable iuieresi. to tn su who ar.

accustomed to indulge m that healtaiul exorcist,

md presented a lively and attractive spectacle iuth

throngs of youth who congregated to enjoy the firs

iport of tho Kind this season.

PASSING COUNTERFEIT MONEY.?James Thompson,

colored, was arrested on Saturday by Capta.u Casseli
i the western district police, charged with attempt-
ing to pass a counterfeit SSO Treasury note, lie was
turned over to Deputy Lnited States Marshal Down .
and committed to jailby order of the Euited butt.-
Commissioner, to await an investigation.

\IOEATI*G ORDINANCE;.?John Ellis and Mary

fa>lor, wero arrested on Saturday night, by iol ice-
man Eccle-ou, charged with violating a city ordi-
nance by obstructing tho footway. Tnoy wero each

fined $1 and costs by Justice Dryden, P. 11. Cran .
wafined $1 and oostg by the same Justice, for firing
a pwtvl in thj itretti

THREE CENTS:
COMPLIMENT TO THK BALTIMORE AND

STEAMSHIP LINE.?WC have been furr I.hed WITH the
following interesting letter from Tyler Davidson X
Co., the great hardware importers of Cincinnati, ad-
dressed to the Baltimore and Ohio Company, IN
acknowledgment of the invaluable ADVANTAGED fur
nished by ITS Liverpool steamship line. It SPEAKS BO
distinctly ond to the point as C> need no comment
whatever; and we invite the attention of our entire
community to it, ADexhibiting tie value of the en
terprise in which wo should ah feel A becoming
pride, and towards whose perfect B*ccess wo should
contribute in every POSSIBLE form:

CINCINNATI,9th December. 1563.
JOHN KINO. Jr.. Auditor.

The Baltimore & Ohio R. K. Co.,
Bahimore, MLDear Sir: We are this day in receipt >f fifty-two

(5-; 'askp of trace chains, shipped by Alcssrj. Brown,
Shipley Co., of Liverpool, England, on your
steamer "Somerset," which sailed on the 9ih of No-
vember. The short time made convinces us that
your arrangements oro better than even EXPRESScompanies generally make. Your system ALJ con-
veniences fr transportation are certainly superior to
\u25a0my inthis country. Your agent in Liverpool took
fcur lreight at lower rates than could he hud from
any OTHER lino, and gave us through bills of lauing
T>". Cincinnati. The tim* is an average of forty dtys
ie- than by Portland, Muntrenl and Detroit, with-
out any custom house detentions, annoying and
vexatious delays from foreign officials. These ex-
tr-nuely heavy casks have been delivered to us with-
out a stave, hoop or head being broken, and appar-
ENTIY as CLEUU AS when put aboard your "teamer*;
which is an unparalleled >.,mlition for chains which
are SENT from England to Cincinnati.

Your obedient servants.
(Signed) TYLER DAVIDSON A Co.

COMPLIMENTARY BANQUET, TO SPEAKER COLFAX.?
After the delivery of his interesting lecture "ACROSS
the Continent." in the grand saloon of Odd Fellows'
Hull, on Friday night, Hon. Schuyler Colfax was es-
corted to Guy's Monument House, where a sumptu-
ous banquet wns in waiting, which had been provided
by a number of the most substantial citizens of Balti-
more. in compliment to this distinguished gentleman.
At the hond of the table sat the Mayor, Hon. John
Lee Chapman, with Mr Colfax upon his right, and
Col. E. H. Webster, Collector of the P.-rt, on his left.
Gen. J. R umtnerfield Berry ' ' ut the LOT of
the table, with Major Gen. W. S. Hancock on his
right, and Mr. J. V. L. Findlay on his left. the
discussion of the bountiful supply of the "good things
of life," Col. Webster offered the following:

VChugltr Colfax, Speaker of the Ilonee of liepr*-
tentativee?As a public man, wise, patriotic, incor-
ruptible; as a private citizen, pure, just, generou?,
and true. Ilis friends in Baltimore AS all "Across
the Continent," admire the statesman and love the
man.

Mr. Colfax briefly responded in eloquent terms,

AND in the course of his remarks pnid A handsome
tribute t> the State of Maryland for her devotion to

this great country during the rebellion, and highly
eulogized her peop'O in extending the boon of free-
dom to all the inhabitants of the .State, without
waiting for any Constitutional amendment to compel
the dissemination of freedom throughout the land.
They would, he an id, BO umplv repaid for this noble

A <;T of humanity. He spoke of the liberality of the
people in supporting the Government, and in con-
clusion paid a deserved tribute to The memory of our
late President.

Speccho3 were made by General Hancock, lion.
Charles E. Plielpa. General Suuimertield Berrv, Col.
Webster, J. L. Ridgelv, lion. J. L.Thoma9 and others.

INTERESTING SCHOOL EXHIBITION.? An interesting
exhibition of the pupils connected with Female
Grammar School No. 11, situated on the cornor of
Llond and Jefferson streets, took place on Friday af-
ternoon under the superintendence of the principal,
Mi>ANancy W. Smith. The exercises consisted of
compositions, recitations and declamation, and sev-
eral ch orUS* OS, duetts, and solos, under the direction
of Professor C. S. Hoot. A number of visitors were
in attendance, among whom WAS Dr. Van Bokkelin
and several of the Board of School Commissioners,
all of whom were well pleased with the exercises.?
At the conclusion of the exhibition Miss Smith re-
quested the State Superintendent, Dr. Van Bokke
Ha, to present THE prizes which she had procured,

-NESTING of four vulu D)!e books. TW > were pre-

sented to the most pr tieient in their studies and the
>thers to those MOST correct, in their deportment.?
The doctor presented the prizes in a neat and appro-
priate addres. The whole affair passed off with con-
siderable eclat, reflecting credit upon the priucipal

and her efficient corps of ASSISTANTS, as well AS upon

the scholars.

SHOOTING AFFRAY.? On Saturday night. Harry
Burn*, a boss carpenter, doing business in this city,
engaged a hackman named John Coffco to convey

him to Frankliutown. on the Frunklin road, about
F >ur or five miles from town. Arriving at tlu-ir des-
rination, they stopped at the hotel kept by Barney
Williams, where an altercation occurred between the
wife "f the landlord and Burns, during which the

latter drew a revolver and fired one shot at Williams,

who had interfered in behalf of bis wife. The ball
P SSED through the bar, doing no injury. At this
stage of the affair the.haekman interfered in behalf

I tho woman, when Burns fired a shot at him, tho
'.ALLtaking effect in his loft wrist, lacerating the hand

N a frightful manner. Burns then made his escape,

md tho hackman, after having his wounds dressed,
eturned to the city. Captain Mitchell having been

made cognizant of the affair, procured a hack, AND
IO company with Lioutcnant Wright, repaired to the
-ceuo of the sh"Oting in search of Burns, but were
unable tofind HIM inany of the neighboring house-
?>r to learn tho course he had T;kcn.

T' O GAMU-Y FOR THE MARKET.? Charles J. Browu
was arrested on Saturday, by officer Sunderland of

:c middle dib'rict, charged with gelling spoiled came
HI the market in violation of A coy ordinance. He

ASarraigned before Justice Pindcll, who imposed a
.ine of SLD nnd costs, and iu default of payment com-
mitted tho accused tojail.

FOR SAVANNAH.? The fine steamship North Point,
of the Baltimore and .Savannah .Steamship line,
VAILED from this port for Savannah, on Saturday af-
ternoon, withalarg" cargo of merchandise, desti ed
for various points in Georgia. There were also seve-
ral passengers on board.

CHLRCH DEDICATION.?The new Methodist Episco-
pal C'hapel, recently erected on the corner of Federal
and Mound streets, was yesterday afternoon dedi-
ated to Divine worship. The dedication sermon was

preached by Kev. S. A. Wilson, in the presence of U

;ARGE congregation.

LARCENY.? Lawrence Bushner. a Ciuall boy, WAS

irrested on Saturday night by policeman Mugruder.
jfthe central district, charged with stealing a bag o.'

rags vulu. d at s??>, from James E. Hughes. He WA:

committed to answer by Just ee Spicer.

CITY .NOTICES.

FIFTH AVENUE STYLE IN CHARLES STSBF.T.? Messrs.
May Brothers have OPENED ANEMPORIUM of fiuo Ha-
vana cigars and superior brands of tobacco at No.
jjX. Charles street, and advertise, a largo and choice
assortment of meerschaum pipes and smokers. They
also keep an excellent selection of Fi': key's K. K.
wooden pipes, which were recently awarded the first
; remiuiu at the American Institution in New York.
JL'heir establishment is elegantly fitted up and in im-
tation of the style of the Filth avenue, in New
York, containing N very handsome walnut show-
use, with about FIO locked and numbered drawers,

the keys of which are in the hands ol' their custorn-

??lV. who, purchasing by tho box, keep their cigars
here, nr.d thus enjoy superior articles at lower

rates than in other ESTABLISHMENT!?. We have no
doubt that this convenient innovation will find
much favor in our city as it has done in New York.

THE OPLHA. WO notice by our NOW York ex-
ehanges that Maretzek WAS tendered an ovation at.

HO Academy on Friday night, which testified the
great satisfaction the performances of the compuiiy

..ad given the public during the season. Mr. Leonard
?erome, the well known on behalf of Moses
:I. Grinnell, August . Belmont fflad other prominent
?itizens, presented the lmpressario WITH a handsome
-ervie of plate, accompanied by R<N ADD* ESS of a
aighly complimentary character, to which Mareuek
made a befitting response.

The troupe open to-night with Martha, which will
JC rendered insplendid style. Attention is called to

he advertisement.
HOLLIO AY £>TRKET THEATRE? MIee Maggie Mitchell.

?This brilliant and charming actress appeals to-night
a

"

The Outcast.'' a uw play in woicli sue suattius

the role of "Anna "The Outcast, it s u Veiyciuo-

nmul play. Miss Mitchell will be supported by Mr.
. tail, Mr. Dubois, Mrs. V* liitiusand otueis.

MABYLA D iNSriit'TE.?Mr. DeCordova. of NEW
turn, will give nis lecture on "Ouir ship
nd Marriage" at the Mary UUD INSUTUVETHISCV ening.

A letter fram Lexington Va., lias tfie follow-
ing: "Genoiai LCJ may De seen cvciy da,)" quietly

>vitiking to his duties at tiu EOIICOC, ox ua
. venmg ride on his lauious no.: ©rcj. lie ux ueeu
mardiug at the hotel, but in- nou cis no* oeiug hi-

ed up in suitable sty I ioi i.n . -wumn OI ULa IU.UAuy.

in sadeoutrasi wita tae lnns up 1 ueiicrai Lees
?ouse is au advertise;., UT I ee posted on lue street,

Itiering lor sale the HOU-EIF-D and Kitchen L uhitu.O

U General t6lonev, :l.l Jaen.-ou. IM-Gov. Letcu.r
may boseeudany . .I our strocts, quietiysaiokiug uis
pipe, and t diking w.iu li.ao.d lilclldSand t.cigaOO'S.

Sevonty-livo cierhs, who by some hocu.s

?ocus obtalucu, and Ua\c been enjoying lal bcitas nl

HE ? UIUD AMIES NEDSAR lor me .ATT

vo or tuieo J
car's, ILA\C BECU Uecapiialod? ICA-ou?-

mcompoieucy.
ino Louisiana Legislature have a bill under

, asiuc.aiioi; APP:C. .1..T11.FE C- '.OTHMOR THO icuei I"

?cd UUiiUfe Ulu Will,

iiie Amenedu reciprocity questiou is en-
-4 'Sing lUe uUeullOU! the cauadma GoVvlillUe I.?

v d< puiuviou wm pioekcu io V as lngton me
ouuiOc to culiUuUi tao nefe*iialimi.

AN L t; ;? > MiUDKU K K t.vrr. n P.?The ito
? netti-i uN'. ?.} Lino*says tha new .Guyhew, one pf
Die party of three WHO eauii/cu UU tileUIGUL oi Geio-

ith, horn tueja.il at L.uu wa.aiiu who wuscnaigcd
wit.* the murder ot u man mailed inewoi'o Laiu.'ai,
Aiiomne had Deuteii to deain, UIUJ Ueeii lecaptuicu.
liewas airesoid m tue* town oi iiainiin, lev sua in
o: GenocS- e county, auu letuineu Da.avia xriaay

Uignt. lie :s rcprcaeuiea a-- a ueaperaic leJivW. ttud

would have niaue an resisuUice oau ue u t ooeii

surprised beiore au op l onun*iy was ANOWED.

SALE OF TOWN BROFEUTY.?Mr. A:UUE; J U JUA

.-OLD Ll.s llouac and lot, ut the WV.-I end OI .A 'UC-

TOWU, a: PIESCNI intuc oceupu- C -> OI *UI" A< J
. Mis. Daniel OLIEACI, AU.

-U4 *
uaasoid til UUUO..MUI "O.DIOVE

RT

TO\WU
W

R 1-llK^'^

sergeant-at-arms of the Louisifltia
Ugisiuture is A WFTN WITHOUT LW.

luaii£iiratioti ol flovoruor Jenkins, of
Georgia.

MlLl.FnaF.vu.t.it, Dec. 16.?Governor Jenkins was
inaugurated at noon to-day. In his address to the
Legislature be says there willbe no conflict. The
Constitution is supremo. He pays a hand;-,mo trib
ute to the good conduct of the negroes during the
war, and says they must be thoroughly protected in
person and property, and have a right to enter the
courts. They should be encouraged to work, and
they willthen be the best working class, und their
iatc owuers be tlie best employers, in tho world.

lie review ed the condition of the State institutions.
Even light taxes willbe burdensome, but he thinks
the people willnot suffer. 110 concludes:?"May God
help us all."

At (he close of the address. Provisional Governor
Johnson handed tho Great seal of Georgia, to Gover-
nor Jenkins, and the oath was then administered,
after which he was declared by the President of the
Senate, Governor of Georgia.

The sentiments of his address are cordially endorsed
by the members of tho Legislature, wcich adjourns
tu-inorrow.

Accident to a ttunboiit-SteamerH gallml,
NEW YORK, Dee. 16.?The gunboat Monongahela,

whicli-aitel yesteidav, for Capo Uayticn, returnedto-day, with loss of foremast head, but her officers
refused to give any information relative to tho dis-
aster.

The steamer Deilona, from London 22d ult., via
Havre, with21X1 passengers, lias ar- iced.

The steamers City of New York, Queen and Bremen
sailed to-day for Europe, taking over a million ofdollars in specie.

Three steamers sailed for Savannah, and soveral
others for various Southern ports.

!>e*trtictiv Fire in Oswego, \. V.
OSWEGO, N. Y., Dec. 15. fho steam saw-mill of

Chandler A Wiiinut, situated on the cast side of the
river, in this city, was burned last night. The ma-
chinery connected with the ship-yard, to.'ether with
a considerable amount of lumber, shingles, bolts. Ac.,
all belonging to ihe same firm, were also consumed.
A strong northwest wind was blowing, and the fire
spread to tho rigging of several vessels aiutig the
dock, but the flames were soon extinguished. The
total loss amounted to s3t).rxV).

Destructive tire at Lima, S. Y.
ROCHESTER, N. Y., Deo. 16.?The village of loins

in Livingston county, was visited by a destructive
fire ibis morning: three blocks and a dwelling were
burned?the postofiiee, masonic lodge, two grocery
stores, bookstores, photograph gallery, and two shoe-
stores.

Most of the mail matter in the postoffice was de-
stroyed. Loss probably twenty thousand dollars?-
partially insured.

A Double Execution.
CHICAGO, Dee. 15.?Fleming and Corbett, who mur-

dered a man named Moloney in Cicero, about a year

since, were hanged in tbe county jail this afternoon.

internal Revenue Decision.
The Commissioner of Internal Revenue, in re-

sponse to many inquiries en the subject, has rendered
the following decision relative to repairs:

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, )
OFFICE OF INTERNALREVENUE, >-

WASHINGTON, D. 0., December 15,1805.)
It is provided by section 94, as amended by the act

of -March 3, that on aii repairs of carriages, engines,
cars, or other articles, when such repairs increase thevalue of articles so repaired ten per cent, or over, a
duty of three and and three-fifths of one per cent, on
\u25a0such increased VIOUG shall be levied, collected, and
paid.

The terms "other articles." as used inthe clause
which I have quoted above, was clearly intended to
include ail manufactured articles subject to an excise
duty when manufactured and made, or sold, or con-sumed. or used, and aro liable to be assessed for a
tax on increased value, when the same aro so repair-

ed as to increase their value ten per cent,, and up-
wards.

To determinq when a tax accrues in case of a re-
pair, three instinct points arc to bo considered:

Ist. The precise article or thing repaired.
2d. The amount of value added.
3d. The ratio or per cent, of such added value to

the entire value of ttie article after having been re-
paired.
Itis clear that the law contemplates levying a tax

on the engine, boiler, the ear, tho carriage, or other
article, whatever it may be, as a unit upou its entire
value, though many of tho parts which enter into
their structure are manufactured in themselves, and
a tax maj have been paid upon them before they
were incorporated into the engine, boiicr, ear, jcc.,
such as axles, tires, springs, wheels, eastings, Ac.

If any of these parts, which tho law regards and
treats as manufactures inthemselves, become broken
or worn out, and entirely n w parts are made and
substituted in tho place of the old, tiie broken or
worn out parts, such parts are to bo taxed as new
work, the same when used in repairs as when ma !o

for a new ear, carriage, boiler, engine, or other arti-
cle, machine or instrument.

If a railroad company puts a car or an engine, or
a boiler into a repair shop for general or special re-
pair, such repair, including new parts supplied, if
any, aro to be regarded as pertaining to the entire
ear, engine or boiler, rather than to the single part,
or to the particular parts, which may be tho subject
of repairs; and no tux accrues unless the cost of mak-
ing such repairs equals or exceeds one-eleventh of
tho value of tho car, or engine, Or boiler, after the re-pairs huvo been made.

But ifsuch repairs increase the value of the w hole
teu per centum or upwards, or if the cost of making
the repairs, including labor and materials employed,
equals one-eleventh of tue value of the thing repair-
ed. a tax accrues and is to ho paid on the cost of re-
pairing, though materials and porta may have previ-
ously been assessed and a tax paid thereon.

The general rule which I would give in relation to
repairs is this: ?When tho article repaired is a unit,
though made of taxable part", repairs aro to be re-
garded as pertaining to the unit. If the repairs are
upon a ship, the hull, as finished, including inner and
Tppor works, constitute tho unit. If an engine,
everything pertaining to the cneine, excepting 'he
boiler, which the lawregards and provides for taxing
especially.

Ifa ear is repaired, the repair pertains (osuclt car
as an entirety, including all ita parts?the body, the
wheels, the axles, the springs, Ac.

This rule willin all cases be observed, unless the
owner chooses to divorce the union existing between
the parts, and sends the disjoined, divorced and sep-
arate pails to the machinist or artizau to hi restored
or made good from wear or injury, and refitted to
take its accustomed place. In the hitter case, tho
machinist must report the article rope red. and the
question of liability to tax will depend upon the
ratio of increased value to the entire value of the
article repaired.

The law having prescribed no mode "f estimating
the increased value of an article repa red for use
without a sale of the same, either before or after the
repairs are made, the cost of repairing has boon as-
sumed by this office, as the measure of value onwhich the tax shall be assessed.

E. A. ROLLINS, Commissioner.
STATE AFFAIRS.

A NKW_ RAILROAD FROM BALTIMORE TO CUMBER-LAND?WO iiad a visit, on Thursday Inst,from a gen-
tleman who communicated interesting facts us a
groundwork for his belief that arrangements would
"on bo concluded, whereby three million*uf ,hilars

would he raided, pledged for the construction of a
railroad from tlie Western Maryland Railroad, via
Hagcratown, to Cumberland, thereby to open another
outlet from the Maryland coal region t" Baltimore.

As au auxiliary part of the project, we have infor-
mation that many shares of the Gettysburg Railroad?-
a road seventeen miles long between Hanover and
Gettysburg?have recently changed hands, with a
view to the construction of a new road from Oxford
on its line, east to Columbia on the Susquehanna
river, there to connect with lite Reading and Colum-
bia Railroad; ti"dalso its elongation westward from
Gettysburg to a junction with the Hagerstown ex-
tension of the Western Maryland Railroad; so that
a new road built east from Cumberland would, to
the South Mountain, be the ntuin stein of a line fork-
ing thence to Baltimore via the Western Maryland
Railroad, and to New York via Getty-burg, Colum-
bia, Reading and Allentown!

An examination of the ntap will disclose the stra-
getic significance of this new route from Maryland to
New York. And as trains arc now run on a combi-
nation time-table, from New York to Columbia, it is
not impossible (especially iftho Gettysburg Railroadbo worked into the plan) that new links between Co-
lumbia and the Western Maryland Railroad exten-
sion will bo built; for, if built into Maryland, it will

aIEO be extended hereafter to Washington, tints till-
ing out a back door line from Washington to New
York, as well as from Easter:: Virginiaaud Western
Maryland to New York. From the Potomac south,
too, the open valleys of Virginia will invito farther
extensions and mora distant connections.

Verily, the existing Atlantic trunk lines arc being
menaced on all sides by new horn rivals, animated by
uo mean ambition! And when we review what has
been done, who shall say that this or tiiat project or
enterprise will not be consummated? The newest new
thing under thesun is tho la: est railroad scheme, born
on paper and swaddled iu a may.? U. S It. It. Regis-
ter and Mining Journal.

THE DELAWARE RAILROAD.? Tho Delaware Rail-
road has extended its line to within two miles of
Princess Aline, Somerset county, Aid. it is expected
that the trains can run to that town by New Year's.
Eaeton Gazet'c.

Tho Libertytown Banner contains the following
items;

ANOTHER FATAL ACCIDENT.? We are called upon
to announce the death of another young man by ac-
cidental shooting, which it is supposed, occurred on
.Monday last. The facts are these: On Wednesday
morning last, as Mr. Daniel Eeker was going across
the fields from his father's to Mr. liohu's, ho discov-
ered lying near a fence on the premissuf Mr. It'llJ
first a bat, and a few yards further on a human body
lying upon its face on tbe ground; the latter he im-
mediately recognized as tho body of William 11.
Blume. son of Mr. Michael Blurne. Esq.. of Mt. P\u25a0ca?-
sunt District. A coroner's inquest was summoned,
and, after a careful examination, returned a verdict
ibrt the deceased came to his death by itie accidental
discharge of a gun in hi:;own hands.

DFAD.? Mr. "bias Rippeon, of this vicinity, who
accidentally shot himself a few weeks ago. died o.i
ihe night of the oth inst. He leaves a wife and one
child to mourn his sudden death.

"WHAT'S IN ANAME ?"?lt fell to our lot, on Tues-
day last, to attend to the fitting up of a note of hand
for a colored person, and the act came very near 'up-
set'iug' us, for this reason: ? When ready io prepare
the note for the 'inane' of the signer, we aske i lur
iho name, and received the following: Minerva Cyn-
thia l.'coi'la Amanda Fitzling luesday Ann Izendear

?' 'ostley. Did yon ever!
tlnglisli Opinlou of the ,f:imaica Hru-

lalities.
1 he London Daily News says:
"We cannot pollute our columns with more of

such appal.ing details. It but a thousandth part
of such tales as form the staple of the Jamaica
newspapers?and which are narrated with hearti-
est applause?are true, hell itself has broke loose
in that wretched island. But the demons are not
the blacks, who burst into toe sudden fury of a
single day, and never afterwards ottered the re-
motest show of r sistance. They are the white
lueti who, for ecK af er week Have been holding
their feast of blood; who have by form of law
taken fifty lives lor each one that they themselves
isi: who Pave on pretence of a future insurrec-
tou made it whole region barren with ext'ouiiua-
ion, and unhabitable w.tb tbe pestilence of
?utrifving bodies; who gloat and jest over the tor-

tures they inflict,ere they meicifully slay; who flog
naked women and children, and who sua plie'tie Al-
mighty God with their tnauks tor Hi"mercies vouch-
safed in delivering their enemies into their hands.
Ltis no longer human nature that exists in that
land; di.uuk with blood aud maddened with cruelty,
our soldiers and sailors have become as wild animals,
and have lost every vestige and soutimeut of human-
ity.while they bandy compliments on their common
triumphs over pauic-strick.-n aud fugitive wretches,
over a foe who has uever crossed a sword with them
in fight, nor ever fired a musket-shot in their 'glori-
ous campaign.' This awful business must e st pp d
ifwe would not have all civilization rise to execrate
tho name of Englishmen.''

?Out of 300,000 persons married in Eng-
land in 1853, only 182,408 were able to Sign their
names.

?Miss Sara Stevens, who was a favorite
actress at Laura Keene's Theatre, a few years since,

and who, it was reported, had married John C. Hee-
nan, loft England some time since for CaWortda, and
is gxpeeted la New Yerk very shortly

FROM WASHINGTON


