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Holiday Gilts.

Fine WATCHES,
for Ladies and Gentlemen,

of best makers.
Diamond,

l'earl.
Coral.

Enameled,
and other styles of rich

Jewelry.

Beautiful Silver Ware,
Best Silver-Plated Goods,

as Tea Sets, Waiters, Baskets,
Fruit Stands, Butter Dishes. Ac.

Elegant Paris Clocks and Bronzes, in great variety.
Beautiful Porcelain Vases, Card Receivers,

Caskets, Jewel Stands Toilet Sets,
Flower Stands, etc., etc.

Dressing Cases, Fancy Work and
Glove Boxes, Paper Maehe Tables,

Desks, Work Boxes,
new Parisian Goods,

Fans.
Opera Glasses.

Portmonaics,
Traveling Bags,

Table Cutlery,

With a very full supply of
New Goods,

suitable for Presents,
at the Lowest Prices.

t'nnfield. Itrn. A Co..
de2l-st-lstp 229 Baltimore street.

Holiday Presents.

LADIES' FAXCY FURS,
In their several varieties, and of tho

LATEST STYI.ES,
which we willclose out at greatly reduced prices.

Call and examine at the long established
HAT, CAP AND FUR STORE.

S. HINDESA SON,

dIS-2w No. 100 Gay street.

l'arlor Organs,

and

MELODEONS.

CARHART, NEKDHAM A CO'S
unrivalled

PARLOR ORGANS
and

MELODEONS.

For Sale Only at

VVm. Knabc A Co.'s,
Piano Warerooms,

del9-12t-lstp No. 350 W. Baltimore street.

184 ONE EIGHTY-FOUR. 181
BALTIMORE STREET, OPPOSITE LIGHT STREET,

Is the cheapest place in the city to buy usofnl
articles for Christmas presents. We give below a
partial list of goods to be found in our store, suitable
for presents.

PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS.
We have the largest and most complete stock in

the city, which we will sell at extremely low prices.
SILVER-PLATED WARE.

Our stock is very large, and consists in part of
Castors, Cake Baskets, Card Baskets, Tea Sets, Coffee
Urns, Sugar Dishes, Butter Dishos, Syrup Cans, Wine
Stands, Butter Knives, Spoons, Forks, Ac., Ac.

FANCY GOODS, AC., AC.
Writing Desks. Fancy Boxes. Vases, Pioturo

Frames, Watches and Jewelry of all kinds. Fancy
Soaps and Perfumery, fine Ivory Handio Knives,
Ac., Ac.

Sale at auction every Evening at 7 o'clock.
L. CLARK A Co.,

del2-2w 184 Baltimoro street.

Gnlil Pens.
"Inthe selection of a wifeanother important matter

is. that she should write well. Alady who neglects
to cultivate this accomplishment is, not unlikely, de-

ficient in other essential quaIities."? CHESTERFIELD.

Gifts for the Girls; gifts for the Boys;
A useful gift, not useless toys-

Something to have, something to hold;
Suitable, too, for young and old?

A (food Gold Pen !

Gold Pens,

In solid Gold Holders 1
In solid Silver Holders!

Suitable forLadies 1
Suitable for Gentlemen 1

'Twill please the ladies and the men.
Each lino they write they'll bless the pen;

The giver bless, and praise the taste
That gave for use and not for icaste ?

A Good Gold Pen I

Gold Pens.

In Gold mounted Rubber Holders 1
In desk Holders of every variety 1
Put up in cases of rich velvet for presents.

AT WHOLESALE and RETAIL,

B. F. BLAKENEY A Co.,

GOLD PEN MANUFACTURERS,

dols-tf 125 Baltimore Street, first floor, up stairs.

GET A TRUE COPY.
Imperial Photographs and fine engravings of

GEN. R. E. LEE and
STONEWALL JACKSON,

Taken from life.
J. S. MORROAV ACO.,

de# tf Corner Baltimore and Hollidaystreets.

Holiday Presents.
GEO. W. WEBB A Co.,

Corner Baltimore and Light Streets.

RICH DIAMONDJEWELRY,
STONE CAMEOS,

AMETHYSTS,

PEARLS, AC., AC.
FINE WATCHES,

JuleslJurgensen,

Patek Phillippe,

Chas. E. Jacat,
and other celebrated Makers.

SILVER WATCHES,
suitable for boys.

SILVER WARE,
of Beautiful Designs,

of Pure Silver Coin.
COFFEE URNS,

BUTTER DISHES,
WAITERS,

FRUIT STANDS,
GOBLETS, CUPS, AC., AC.

MARBLE AND BRONZE CLOCKS, VASES, AC.

Purchasers will find everything that is new and
elegant dels-2wlstp

IMS Watches. 1865

Lnrmonr * Co., Ugh' Street.
Have just opened their splendid stock of

HOLIDAY PRESESTS.
consisting of Enameled and Diamond WATCHES,

Patent K-seconds Timing Watches, Diamond,
Pear! and Mosaic JEWELRY, Opera

Glasses, Table Cutlery, Gold Pens
and Pencils, Solid Silver

WARE
Triple Plated Albata WARE, CLOCKS.

FANCY GOODS, ETC.,
All ffe/o and Beautiful Patterns.

*3"We would especially invite persons wishing t(
purchase

HOLIDAT PRESENTS.
to call and examine our stock. They will find Bar
gains. dels-tf

A Box OP NOTE PAPER stamped with your initia
is a suitable Christmas present?Albums. Portfolios
WritingDesks, Games of all kinds and other suitabl

gifts at the Stationery Engraving and Stamping Em
porium of Stork AGiUwpie, ZH4 West Baltimor
gjreet,

> *
$

® LINEN, ?/
* A

Linen. Linen.
Linen. Linen.
Linen. Linen.
Linen. Linen.

>'o. 43 H. CHARLES STRUCT,

Laee. Lace.
Lace. Laee.
Luge. Lace.
Lace. Lace.

DRY GOODS.
White Goods. White Goods.
White Goods. White Goods.
White Goods. White Goods.
White Goods. White Goods.

FANCY ARTICLES.
Embroidery. Embroidery.
Embroidery. Embroidery.
Embroider}-. Embroidery.
Embroidery. Embroidery.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

Photograph Albums. Photograph Albums.
Ink-stands. Ink-stands.
Spectacle Cases. Spectacle Cases.
Napkinrings. Napkinrings.

OF

Books. Books.
Bracelets. Bracelets.
Cigar Cases. Cigar Cases.
Albums. Alhuuis.

SCOTCH WOOD

Cabas. Cabas.
Reticules." Reticules.
Vases. 5 ases.
Card Cases. Card Cases.

AT
Watch Stands. Watch Stand'.
Paper Cutters. Paper Cutters.
Ring C::.cs. ?"*'<7k
Spinning Tops. Spinning Tops.

JOHN NEEDLES <S SONS,
dc22-lwlp No. 43 N. Charles Street.

The "Florence" American.

INVENTORS' GREAT TRIUMPH,

THE SEWING MACHINE PERFECTED.

Allthe objections to other Machines are overcome

n the Florence. It make 3 four different Stitches

with tho same ease, and withas little machinery as

others make one. Besides, it has tho reversible feed
motion ?a uniform self-regulating tension of thread
and no springs, cog-wheels, or cams to get out of

order.
WE CLAIM FOR TUB

FLORENCE

THE FOLLOWING ADVANTAGES
Over Aug and AllSewing Machines.

It makes four different stitches, the lock. Knot.
Double Lock and Double Knot, on one and the same
machine. Each sticli being alike on both sides of
the fabric.

It has the revorsiblo feed motion, which enables
the operator, by simply turning a thumb-screw, to
have the work run either to the right or left, to stay

any part of the same, or fasten the ends of the scams,
without turning the fabric.

Changing the length of tlio stitch, and from one

kind of stitch to another, can readily bo dono while

the Machine is in motion.
Every stich is perfect in itself, making the seam

secure and uniform.
It is almost noiseless, and can be used where quiet

s necessary.
Its motions are ail positive.- there are no springs to

get out of order, and its simplicity enables tho most
inexperienced to operate it.

It willnot oil the dress of the operator, as ail the
machinery is on the top of the table.

It is the most rapid 3ewer intho world, making

five stitches to each revolution.
Its stich is the wonder of all, because of its com-

bined elasticity, strength and beauty.

Itdoes the heaviest or finest work with equal fa-

cility, without change of tension or machinery.

Every machine lias one of Jenck's Patent-lien: -

mers attached, (the right to use which we control,)

enabling the operator to turn any width of hem de-

sired.

There i-no other Machine which willdo so large a
range of work as the "Florence."

It does not require finer thread on the under side ;
than it does on tho upper.

Tho needle is moro easily adjusted than in any '

other Machine.

Itwillsew across the heaviest seams, or from one

to more thicknesses of cloth, without change of ten-
sion or breaking of thread.

It is fully protected and licensed by Elias Howe,
Jr., and liis associates, and our own letters patent.

To avoid the strain on the eyes, bent posture, close

application, and fatiguing care, heretofore necessary

on a large proportion of work done on sewing ma-

chines. we now furnish each Machine with "Barnum's ;

Self-Sewer," which guides the work itself, and is of '
incalculable value, especially to inexperienced ope-

rators.
While possessing tho above, and many other ad-

vantages, the Florence is sold at corresponding prices

with other first-class machines.
THE FLORENCE COMPANY

LOCK-STITCH
MACHINES.

Tho only Machine having the Reversible feed-

movement, was awarded the highest premium, gold

medal, at the late exhibition of the American In-
stitute.
COPY OF REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SEWING MA-

CHINES :

The Florenco Sewing Machine Company, 505
Broadway, for the best Family Sewing Machine.

Reasons:

1. Its simplicity and great range of work.
2. Its making four different stitches, viz: the Lock,

Knot, Double-Lock, and Double-Knot.
3. The reversible feed motion, operated by simply

turning a thumb-screw, enabling the operator to

run the work from right to left, or left to right, and
perfectly self-fastening to the end of the seam.

4. The perfect finish and substantial manner in
which the Machine is made.

5. The rapidity of its working, and the quality of

the work done.
6. Its self-adjusting tension.
BUY THE FLORENCE SEWING MACHINE,and if you

are not perfectly satisfied after three months' trial,
you can return it, and get your money. Office, No.
155 Baltimore street. de2-eotf

FEARFUL ASCESSION.? An aeronaut named Buis-
loy recently performed some startling tricks at San
Francisco. Attached to his balloon, instead of the
customary parachute or car, was a trapeze?two
ropes suspended about two feet apart, with a stout
stick connecting them at the bottom?and from the
moment that the balloon was cut from its anchorage
and above the heads of the people, he commenced his
performance, hanging by his feet and hands to the
trapeze, then again by ono foot and by the neck.?
The balloon mounted to a great height, and
when so far up that Buisley appeared to
be of the size of a small child, he could still
be seen clinging to the trapeze, first by his hands,
then by his leet with his head down, then lying across
iton his breast and back, imitating the motions of a
swimmer. The crowd seemed perfectly awed and
thunderstruck by his terrific feats, several ladies
fainted, and it was not tillit was seen that he felt or
acted with perfect coolness and confidence that the
people could make known their emotions, which then
found expression in shouts of applause. After re-
maining inthe air between fifteen and twenty min-
utes, at an altitude of over half a mile, he slowly de-
scended, and reached the ground in safety.

EXTRAORDINARY FORTITUDE UNDER A PAINFUL
SURGICAL 01-F.RATlON.? Captain John Dougherty, of
this city, yesterday underwent a most painful and
tedious operation, resulting in the removal of a large
tumor from the left side of the chest. The operation
was performed by Edwin Bently. Brevet Lieutenant
Colonel and Surgeon U. S. Vols., and evidences not
only the highest degrco of skill on the part of the
operator, but also of physical, fortitude and endu-
rance on the part of the patient, who, at his own
request, took no chloroform or anmsthetic agent of
any kind. The tumor required an incisson six inches

' in length, and was so adhered on all sides and at its
base as to require careful dissection and manipula-
tion, and from the fact that not even a groan or
even an expression of the countenance indicative of
pain wa elicited from the patient, proves conclu-
sively that the operation was performed with con-
summate skill.? Alexandria State Journal.

MARYLAND POST OFFlCES.? Postmaster General
Dennison has issued the following orders:

A new post office established at Cross Roads.
Montgomery county, Md., and Richard T. Mitchell
appointed postmaster, on route 5\ uyhington to Brook-
vine, and between Sligo and Eustor. ,

At Thomas Run. Harford county, appoint James
. 11. Bull postmaster, vice J. F. Barrow, resigned.

At Ijamsville, Frederick county, appoint B. F.
Siliman postmaster, vice Samuel Nixdorf, resigned.

1 At Woodbine, Carroll county, appoint James A.
Albaugh postmaster, vice Warren M, Shawn.

AtLiarnore, Frederick county. William ;
postmaster, vice D. Pfoutz.

?* AtTilKh man ton, Washington county, Joseph Sant-
man postmaster, vice John W. Avery.

At Litersburg, Washington county, James A. Ilays
postmaster, vice D. G. Wolfinger. Alltofillvacancies
created by resignation.

DIABOLICALATTEMPT TO THROW ATRA IN FROM THE
TRACK. Afew nights since a most diabolical at-
tempt was made to throw from the track the Ger-
mantown train, which loaves this city at 5.45 o'clock.
A rail, braced with ties, had been placed across the
track on the curve near Wayne station. A young
man who worked at Nicetown, and who was on his
way home, discovered the obstruction, and instantly
commenced to remove it, when he was violently

to stoned by some Parties who were concealed in tho
distance. He abandoned his work and hastened to
the telegraphic station at the junction of the Read-

r- ing Railroad, and had the signal lights displayed soas to stop the approaching train. Had the train
went on a most fearful accident would have resulted

. as the embankment at this point is steep and peril-al ous. ? Philadelphia Evening Telegraph.
is, " ? ??

le ?A lady of this city was asked the other
n- day why she choose to live a single life. She naively
re replied: "Because I'm not able to support a bus-

i band." Sharp I

KYEKY DAY IN THE YEASt.

It is our intention to publish the COMMETG
CIAI. every day in the year, Sundays excepted,
in order to gratify the desire ol" the public for
their accustomed morning entertainment.?
Every business man looks for his paper as he
does his breakfast, and we have determined
to supply a want that is universally expressed
in this community, by making the COMMERCIAL
a daily visitor at the doors of our subscribers.
It will therefore be published to-morrow as

usual.

THE DAY.
CHRISTMAS.

Christmas ?the season of merry-making,
again dawns upon the world to-day, bringing withit
we hope and trust, a substantial peace, and good wiil
between man and man. In this city, as indays of
yore, services willbe held in all of the Episcopal and
Roman Catholic churches during the morning, and
the remainder of the day will be spent in social
gatherings, family reunions and conviviality. There
willbean almost total suspension of business. The
Banks, the Courts nr.d their clerks' offices, the Munici-
pal, State and Federal Offices, with the exception of
the Post Office,(which will observe Sunday hours'
willbe ontirely closed. Out door sports and exercises
will probably bo at a discount on account of the
unpropitious weather: but the good old custom of ex-
changing the "compliments of the season" bids fair
jndgirig from the preparations that have been made
in the way of boned turkeys, game, cake etc, etc., to
prevail as extensively as ever.

CFEXERAE A'EWS

About nine inches of snow fell in Montreal
cn Thursday, and it was still snowing heavily.

A bill is before the Georgia Legislature to
prevent the immigration of persons of African de-
scent.

The surveys for a railroad between Pough-
kccpsie and Copako, on the Hudson road, are com-
plete, and the work willcommence in the spring.

By order of Gov. Brownlow a salute was
fired in Nashville, Dec. 16, in honor of the great vic-
tory ochieved there by Gen. Thomas, a year ago.

The New York Stock Exchange, on Friday-
morning, voted a subscription of $5,000 to the Gen'l
Grant presentation fund.

The January gold interest on the public
debt wii!bo ready for rayment on Tuesday the 26th
instant.

The Hon. John Minor Botts is very strongly
opposed to the admission as a member of Congress of
any man who has had anything to do withthe re-
bellion.

The Governor of Canada has declined to
accept the resignation of Hon. George Brown. The
otlicf members of the government have been sum-
moned to Montreal to meet His Excellency.

The total internal revenue receipts from the
Ist of July last up to Friday evening, foot up $173,-
000,000. The sum will be increased to one hundred
and sovcnty-live millions by the Ist of January, ma-
king at this rate, a grand total of $375,000,000 per an-
num.

Nearly all the Southern representatives liaVJ
followed suit of the venerable Jacob Barker, from
Louisiana?gone home? nor will they return until i
Congress has acted on the questions pending regard-
ing the political status of the States lately in rebel-
lion.

The trouble between the Pacific and Central
Railroad routes has been settled, and trains from Fol-
som to Lincoln, Cal., willsoon he running. The lay-
ing of the track from Lincoln to Marysville, Cal.
will be immediately resumed.

The Western (Mass.) Bailroad will com-
mence building their second track from Springfield
westward next week. It is to extend as far as Wash-
ington, Berkshire county, and when completed there
will be a double track through from Boston to Al-
bany.

A razeed list of generals, it is stated, will
shortly he published?the number on the roll at
present being fully doublo what there is any need of.
Gen. Grant is as thorough in his ideas of retrench-
ment as the President, and the public are greatly in
his debtor therefor.

The French Minister on Thursday received
ollicial intelligence from President Juarez of the
abandonment of Chihuahua by tlio l'reneh
Two millions of Mexican silver dollars, coi e
Paso, were deposited on Thursday in o:
banks tn Washington, to the credit of theMe.ro °j"
Republic. ' f

The stock market on Saturday was quite
dull, gold being 11 to % lower, selling at
Sales about $12,000. Governments were firm, 7.30's
boiriK sliffbtlyhigher. Nothing: was dono in railroad

shares: railroad stocks were steady. Money was easy,

Gto 7 cent, on call, Bto 12 cent, for Commercial
i>apor.

The Philadelphia Ledger says that the Sec-
retary of State has been notified by the Spanish Min-
ister that one certainly, and possibly two privateers,
arc being fitted out at New York to prey upon Span-
ish commerce tinder the Chilianflag. In thus calling
the attention of our Government to the matter, the
Spanish Government expects itsaction to prevent the
sailing of the vessel.

Matthew Hall McAllister, the first United
States Circuit Judge ever appointed for California,
died in Salt Francisco on the 18th instant, He was a
native of the State of Georgia, and few men have
possessed such varied talents as Mr. McAllister:
fewer still have combined so much that was delight-
ful in private life with so many of the qualities that
insure success in public career.

As a couple of ladies were passing up Michi-
gan avenue, Chicago, the other evening, they were
encountered by two fellows, who at once approached
them. One of the ruffians took hold of one of the la-

dies. put his arms around her waist and attempted to
kiss her. She screamed for assistance, and at the
same time struck the follow in the face, when he let
go of her and seized the other lady. She also scream-
ed, and the husbands of tho ladies tiien run up and
seized the ruffians and handed them over to the po-

lice, who had them dulyfined for their impudence.

A bill is before the Legislature of Alabama
to incorporate an "Emigration White Labor Agency."

which shall have authority to appoint agents in all
the States of tho United States, for the purpose of
hiring white laborers for tho planters of that State.
It is meeting with opposition, hut has passed the
Senate. Mr. AVilkins, in opposing the bill, argues

that the white laborers proposed to be introduced
would be of poor character, and less valuable to the
cotton planter than the labor of the freedmen, al-
ready at hand, who cannot and should not he driven
out, being worth more as laborers than any set of
men inaDy country.

?The annual dinner of the New England
Society in commemoration of the Landing f the
Pilgrims, took place at Delntonico's, N. Y., on the
22d inst. This festival is always duly celebrated, and
is made the occasion of convivial pleasure, and the
enjoyment of the best oratory in eloquent eulogy of
the virtues of the Pilgrim Fathers. Speeches were
made by a number of distinguished gentlemen. To
the toast inhonor of "The Armyand Navy of the
United States," Major General IV. S. Hancock re-
sponded in an eloquent and appropriate speech, in
the course of which ho paid a handsome tribute to

the valor, and esprit de corps of New England
soldiers.

A determined attempt at murder was made
in New York on Wednesday morning by a little col-
ored errand boy. fifteen years old, named Edward
Brown, who tried to kill his late employer, Mr. W.

W. Broom, with a hatchet, while asleep. Mr. Broom
resides at No. 863 Broadway. It appears that tho
boy had been discharged for petty thefts and com-
mitted the act out of revenge. After making three
attempts on three successive mornings, the boygained
access to Mr. Broom's sleeping-room and struck him
in the left temple with a common hatchet, stealing
at the same time a check for SIOO and $35 in cash.
On Thursday the police arrested the youthful offender,
and yesterday he was committed for trial.

G. B. Lamar, Sr., G. B. Lamar, Jr., and
General 11. W. Mercer, are all to be tried inCharles-
ton, before a militarycommission convened express-

lyfor their trial. Captain Watrouswill act as Judge
Advocate. The trial of Gen. Mereer will commence
on tho 18th instant. He is charged with the murder

of some Union soldiers, who had. as this specification
reads, "been induced to enlist in the army of and

had taken the oath of allegiance to the so-called

Confederate States toavoid starvation, brutal treat-
ment, and to offer a better means of escape, on the
assurance that they should never be required to take
up arms against Union soldiers, which assurance was
violated on the first occasion."

Tlte Times Mexican correspondent says that
the whole State of Oajaeo is in arms against the Im-
perialists, and that the Liberalists are masters of the
whole coast between Vera Cruz and Tampico. The
Austrians have met with several defeats. The
Herald's Brownsville correspondent of the 7th re-
ports on the authority of the country people that
there are now not over 15,000 troops in the country.

The Liberals had evacuated Monterey on the return
of the French troops from Saltillo. There had been
no fighting. Many of the Liberal troops were de-
serting for want of clothing. Concerning the im-
prisonment of American citizens Gen. Weitzcl has

informed Gen. Mejia by directions of Gen. Sheridan

that ifsuch outrages are repeated n.i personal apolo-

gies for them will he accepted. Mejia claims that

the persons imprisoned were found in arms against

the Imperial cause.

?There died suddenly on Tuesday last, o!
congestion of the brain, at Weehawken. N. J., a mar

named Theodore Winkelman, a Lutheran minister

and a teacher in a school at that place, whose paper:

and diary bore evidence of sonto very singular trans,

actions on his part. From these it appeared that hi

had made a regular practice of stealing from' th<
students and others about the school such articles a:

he could lay his hands on and pawning them in Nev
York.

?The curious trial of the Mayor of Louis
villeis in progress in this city. It will he remem

bered that he was impeached by the City Council fo
refusing to sign a bill which had been passed ove

his veto. The Mayor gave as a reason that some o
the members had been bribed to secure its passage

r that those thus bribed became interested parties ant

- that without their votes the requisite majority to pas
| the bill over bis veto would not have been attained

LATEST lEfiUPI NEWS
' T 0 TIIE
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rnou 92ex ico,

liberals Master o! the Coast from Vera
Crttz to Taiupieo?Tiie Austrian Allies
have Sii'! Several Heverses?Wcitzel'Mejin
Correspondence?Xo Apologies tor bad
faith to- be taken as Accidents.
NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 22. ?The Time* Mexican cor-

respondent says that General Diaz is carrying all be-
fore him, and that the whole State of Oajaco is in
arms against the Imperialists. The Liborais arc mas-
ters of the whole coast between Vera Cruz and Tnm-

t pico. The Austrians have met several defeats, and

I Marshal Bazaine says that the Northern portion must

j. bo put under the double protection of the Emperor

I of Mexico and the Emperor of the French.
NEW YORK, December 21.?Tho Herald's Browns-

I ville correspondent of December 17 states that well
informed people in Mexico think there arc now not

j over 15,000 troops in tho country. The Liberals had
evacuated Monterey inconsequence of the return of

j. the French troops from Saltillo. No fighting had oc-
curred. The Liberal army was encamped near Ca-
margo on the Ist of December. Large amounts of

5 money and goods have been taken from merchants
and other citizens there. Many Liberal troops arc
deserting on account of a lack of clothing and other
necessaries.

Some further correspondence has occurred between
' Generals YYeitzel and Mejia. General M eitzel alleges

that General Mejia has on more suspicion imprison-
ed innocent American citizens, and informs him by

I direction of General Sheridan that ifsuch outrages
are repeated no apologies for them willbe accepted

, and that General Mejia willnot not be permitted to
commit acts against the United States which are no
accidents, and that the Government will not accept
his personal apologies for bad faith. General Mejia
claims that the persons imprisoned were found in
arms against the Imperial cause.

Tho Imperial troops are reported to liavo robbed
the citizen* of Saltillo of large sums by forced loans.

The Restoration in Southern States?Gov-
ernor Iloiilen Relieved?Response ofGov-
ernor Orr.
AVASHINGTON,Deo. 23.?The Secretary of War has,

by direction of the President, addressed a letter to
Provisional Governor IJolden, of North Carolina, re-
lieving him of that trust, and expressing the Presi-
dent's acknowledgment of the fidelity, the loyalty,
and the discretion which have marked his adminis-
tration. Acopy of tho letter has been sent to the
Governor of North Carolina, with the tender of the
eo-operation of tho Government of the United States,
whenever it may be found necessary in effecting the
early restoration and the permanent prosperity and
welfare of tho Stato over which ho has been called to
preside.

These official communications are similar, with ihc
exception of names, to those recently addressed to
governors and provisional governors of other South-
ern States, with a similar purpose. The following is
the response of Governor Orr, received by telegraph.

COLUMBIA, S. C., Dec. 22.?Hon. TV. 11. Seward,
Secretary of State:

Legislature adjourned yesterday at noon. Gov.
Perry has returned to his home in Greenville. Your
dispatch has been forwarded to him by mail. Itwill
be very gratifying to tho people of South Carolina
that her government has been entrusted to ortieers
of their own selection. In their name I thank you

for the tender of co-operation of tho Government of
the United States, whr-n four.it necessary, in effecting
tho early restoration and permanent prosperity and
welfare of the State. You may bo assured of my un-
alterable purpose to aid in upholding the supremacy
of the United States, and on advancing the honor,
interest and prosperity of a common country.

JAMES L. ORR, Governor.

Execution of a Murderer.

ROCHESTER. Dec. 22.?Wilson, the murderer of Dc-
voc at Portage, was hung to-day at Gcneseo.

The uiurdcr took place on the 16th of May. Wilson
went to the gallows with the same callous spirit he
had shown since his conviction, and smiled with con-
tempt upon the scene in which lie was the most
prominent person. lie denied that he had killed
Devoc, but admitted that he knew who was the guilty
party.

lie refused to entertain any clergyman as spiritual
advisor. Sheriff Chase has caused his photograph to

; >c taken, as he was on his way from the jail to the
\u25a0J.'ojllows, against his protest. For this lie told the

1 as he stood with the rope about his neck, ho
' Would take his i the sheriff's) picture quick, if he

had the power.
He died like a brute, without looking for sympathy

from any ono present- Wilson confessed ho did not
bear his truo name, and refused to disclose it, or tell
his history to his counsel.

He did, however, confess ho killed the Hon. Burr
Barton, of Syracuse, in May last, and also a Mrs.
Lewes at Lancaster, Ohio, about a year since. He
hinted at many other crimes, but disclosed no par-

ticulars, and gave his body to his counsel, who sold
it to a surgeon at N unda.

from liOuiNinim-?Apprehended Xegro
Troubles in Mississippi.

NEW ORI.? ANS, Dec. 22. ?The Legislature of the
State adjourned to-day until the fourth Monday in
January. The House failed to pass the usual ap-

propriation bill. The Governor has vetoed the bill
suspending the collection of taxes for 1801, 'O2, '63,
and '6l, on the ground that it would afford relief to
those who had attempted to destroy the Government,
and who were absent from this city during the war
whilst Union men remained and paid their taxes.

The Vieksburg Journal has advices which itdeems
reliable of an alarming character, from Yazoo. Tho
people of that part of the country arc reported to be
flying to the towns for protection from the negroes,

whom it represented claim that between now and
Christmas land must be given them or they will take
it by force. The colored troops stationed in the
country, itis further said, are espousing "the cause of
the negroes, and serious trouble is apprehended.

From California.

SAX FRAXCISCO, Dee. 22.?The Pacific Railroad
Land Grant bill passed tho Senate to-day.

Legal tenders. 6G!4; mining stocks firm; Savage,
$839; Opber, *335.

Arrived ship Ladoga, New York. Spoken, Decem-
ber 8, latitude 38° 2".' north; long. 134° 2S'west, barque
U allett, from New York for this port, 145 davs out.

SACRAMENTO, Dec. 21.?The Legislature took an
excursion on the Pacific Railroad to Colfax to-day.
The road was found in splendid condition.

Frank Pixley has bought for the Y'uba Railroad
the California Central Railroad and rolling stock for

' *78,500.

From Washington.
\u25a0WASHINGTON, Dec. 23.?There were not many visi-

tors at the White House to-day, and the executive
apartments were unusually quiet. The first recep-
tion will be given by the President on New Y'ear's

' day, but no others willbe given until after the recess
of Congress, and the reception rooms arc nowly fur-
nished. It is not probable that there will be any

1 levees held until February, a month at least being
required to place the Executive Mansion in a re-
spectable condition.

The issuing of pardons has almost entirely ceased.
1 About a dozen requisitions were made out to-day for

1 North Carolina cases, all of the $20,900 class.
: From Roxton.

BOSTON, Dee. 22.?Tbc formal reception of the
[ battle-flags of Massachusetts regiments to-day was

tho occasion of a very imposing and interesting dis-
i play. There were about three thousand veteran ofli-
i eers and men in marching column, representing sixty

regiments, and displaying some two hundred and
. fifty battle-worn flags. All along tho routo of the

I procession were veterans, and their banners were
i greeted inthe most enthusiastic manner. On march-

r ing to the State House. Major General Couch, on be-
half of the .Massachusetts volunteers, presented the
colors to the keeping of th.o Commonwealth, in an
appropriate address, to which Governor Andrew rc-

[ sponded.

The Tax on Tobacco.
LOUISVILLE, I\Y., December 23.?This morning's

5 newspapers nublisn an elaborate article on the sub-
' jeetof taxing leaf tobacco, written by a gentleman

r fully conversant with the subject. He takes strong

1 ground against the position assumed by tho Tobacco
' Convention recently held at the Cooper Institute, N.

1 Y. He contends that the proposed taxing of leaf to-

bacco would be injurious aliko to Government, tho
0 planter, and the manufacturer.
e \u25a0

s Heavy Robbery in Mltiladciiihia.
PHILADELPHIA, December 22.?The safe at the

t Sanitary Commission was found robbed tbis morning
of *! ,4sii in U. S. 5-20 and 7-30 bonds. They were

e the property of John W. Wilson, the chief clerk,
e The following are the numbers of the 5-20 bonds of
e five hundred dollars each?21,960,35,058,35,059, 35,063,
i- 25,064; one hundred dollar notes?Nos. 69,140,32,771,
it 56,818, 56,819; and of fifty dollar notes, 8,389; 7-30's,
t. each for SSO0 ?Nos. 35,903, :i0,906,125,423,127,476.
n ~ \u25a0

n Cold Weather in the Northwest? Heavy

Snow Storms,
i- FORT KEARNEY, Dec. 22.?At 7 o'clock this morn-
is ing the thermometer stood at 28 degrees below zero,

n Heavy snow storms have fallen on the plains lately,
>- and drifted in hollows between here and the Missouri
it river to the depth of 15 to 20 feet. No coaches have
it arrived from Atchison for the last two days.

The Fenians.
'I CHESTER. Pa., December 22.?A circle of the Fenian
n Brotherhood, numbering eighty-five members, was
r, formed here last night. Resolutions were unani-
rs rnously adopted indorsing the action of Colonel John
s- O'Mahoney, and the sum of SBS was subscribed to the
in Fenian cause,

le

a3 Fatal It.)l!road Accident.

W RALEIGH, N. C., Deo. 23.?The mail train on the
North Carolina Railroad ran off the track near Con-

s. cord on Friday, killingJ. A. White, oxpress messen-
ger, and Mr. Oats, baggage master. Other particulars
of the accident are not known,

or
er The F'eniaus.
of NEW YORK, Dee. 24th.?It is reported that Colonel

O'Mahoney has received despatches from the Head
id Centre Stephens, calling for prompt and decisive ac-
i== tion by the Fenians. The crisis is said to be near
4- at hand
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FROM WASHINGTON

Gen, Grant and the Freedmen's Bureau.

THE LATE INDIAN APPROPRIATION.
The Paeiiie Railroad Measure.

LETTER FROM PROVISIONAL GOV. HOLDEN,

The Negro Suffrage Election.

THE NATIONAL DEBT.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24, 1865.
Til*COMMITTEES.

Several of the less important committees will hold
sessions and work off the routine business beforemora, to he in readiness for more important actionupon tho reassembling of Congress.
THE FREEDMEX'S BUREAU AND THF. MILITARYESTAB-

LISHMEXT.
In the recent report of Lieut. General Grant to thePresident, giving his views of the feelings of thesouthern people, he spoke of the Freedmen's Bureauas an absolute necessity until civil law is establishedand enloreed. securing to the freedmen their rights

alia lull protection, and said in this connection "atpresent, however, it is independent of the military
establishment of the country. nd seems to be ope-

different agents of the bureau accordingto their individual notions." General Howard Com-missioner of Freedmen's Affairs, in view of this re-
jmark of General Grant, on Friday issued an order,calling attention of the assistant commissioners tothat report, and saying :

The most thorough inspection willat once he madeand the evils complained of be corrected. No orderIrom the War Department makes the bureau inde-pendent ot the military establishment, andany agentor officer who presumes to, act contrary to such in-structions will be forthwith removed or reported tothe department commander for trial by court martialIn all matters of a militaryoiini-a- ter tin v are underthe direction of tho department commander in thesame manner as an officer of engineers buildings a12rt A?. 11 i.0 department, who reports directly tothe Chief Engineer. Every assistant commissionerwillconstantly seek co-operation withthe departmentcommander, and must keep him furnished with allinformation in his possession. His formal approval
must be secured, when possible, to all orders ar.d cil-culars issued by the assistant commissioners.

THE FRENCH MISSION.
Hon. John Rigclow, who was appointed <ol interimMinister to France, has been nominated by thePresident for confirmation.

MINISTERS TO MEXICO AND JAPAN.
The nominations of the Hon. Lewis 1). Campbell asMinister to Mexico, and General E, IS. Van Vutken-burg as Minister to Japan wore sent to the Senaterriuay, but too late to he acted upon by Ihat body. .r

THE INDIANS.
Half a million dollars have already been appro-

priated by Congress for the support of indigent In-dians during the winter. Indian affairs have been sosystematized within the past year, that there is every
prohaoiiity that the needy red men will g"t a heavy
proportion of the money. Heretofore .i"ents com-missioners and contractors have been tho principal
beneficiaries ot moneys so appropriate:;. Notwith-standing the that that ihis halt a million is expectedto go so much further than any like sum ever has
gone, it is not enough, and Congress will l,e calledupon to double it at an early day. Estimates havebean forwarded to the Interior Department fixing
eleven hundred thousand dollars as the. lowest possi-
ble figure at which we can purchase the famine im-
periled lives of tho natives fur the cn-uing fivemonths, or untiltliey can again gather crops. Par-tics m \l ashing ton, who have recently been -among
the suffering tribes, picture their condition as terriblem the extreme, and say that in ouroverwoening sym-
pathy for the freedmen we are losing sight of a muchwidcrfield for the exercise uicharily. Western mem-
bers of ongress, particularly, are waking up on the
subject: and the Eastern public, who are supposed toknow littleand care less about redskins, will he called
upon to endorse liberal legislation intbeir behalfAloiter forwarded to the Secretary "I '.lie Interiorfrom Gen. Sully, of date the 18th inst., say's that there
are a large number of Indians assembled atFort Rice,
and elsewhere on the Missouri river, who are mani-
festing the most friendly feeling t-r ti.e wl.ites, ar.d
are quite willingto enter into the most liberal trea-ties. Gen. Sullyremarks that lie forward.-, ibis infor-
mation in order to give direct contradiction tn tho
newspaper accounts ot a contrary stale of affairs
among Ihe Indians of that section

A delegation of four chiefs and braves of the Shaw-nee Indian tribe have arrived in the city to express
to their Great Father tho hope that ho willthem some Christmas present- ? 1 ...,ae

??
" " . -? ?"i use tns lufiucnco

iui tne inuian Bureau to have their Kansas reser-vation exchanged for another loea-ed further south.
Scarcely a month goes by without the arrival of some
v? vvi® l?r isoi "WLldain" to pay their respects atthe \v line House, Xliey usually manatee to he* alew hundred dollars' worth of presents, and, after a

Dig drunk, clear out tor home, leaving the govern*
went to pay their board bills.

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD MEASURE.
The extension ol the Pacific Railroad into the

bowels of Kansas in several directions willcomo up inCongress this winter. Kansas is growing so rapidlythat the claims of a uozen little towns for railroad
benefits are pressed with a confidence which wouldhave been unwarrantable when the Pacific Railroad
project was first broached. Kansas willbe as heavily

in^ the third House this winter as New

THE PATENT LAWS.
Persons interested in patents for inventions, andwho have been led to believe that itis intended to

obtain through Congress a very essential modificationof the patent laws, are authoritatively informed that
no material change insuch laws wiilbe asked for du-
ring the present session. Only a few of tho minor
points affecting the details of. securing patents willbo
modified.
LETTER FROM PROVISIONAL GOV. HOLDEN, OF NORTH

CAROLINA.
The following telegram has been received:

, .R ... .. ~
RALEIGH. N. C., Dec. 23, 1865.

Jo the Hun. 11. 11. kcn anl, .Secretary/ uf Stat* :

\ our despatch of this date, relieving tne of my dutyas Provisional Governor of North Carolina, has been
received. It gives me pleasure to he relieved of tho
responsibilities and labors of the office. I will atonce transfer the great seal, the papers and property
of the State now in my possession to the lion. Jona-than North, the Governor elect. Be pleased to con-
vey to tho President my sincere acknowledgments
for the honor he has done me and the confidence re-posed in me incalling me to this position.

With the expression of the hope that his plan for
the restoration of tile insurgent States to their na-
tural and appropriate place in the Union, mav be
crowned with entire success, J have the honor to be,
withhigh respect.

Your obedient servant,
W. W. HOLDEN.

DISCREDITABLE PROCEEDINGS.
The Star ofSaturday evening says: We learn that a

petition to Congress was in circulation to-day forsignatures in one of the Departments (and we doubt
not in all of them,) in favor of negro suffrage. The
petition purports to be by "citizens of Washington,"
and yet was beiugsigned by Department clerks, who
claim a residence in their respective States, and who
go hometovoto at State elections. Every clerk ofthis class therefore whß sign? this petition as a citi-
zen of Washington, signs to a falsehood. The fact
that the individual circulating this untruthful peti-
tion is a bitter enemy of the President, serves to showthe animus of the parties eoneerned in this discredit-
able proceeding. This petition, thus signed by non-resident clerks, is to go in to Congress, to he pre-
sented as representing the sentiments ot the bona fidecitizens of Washington! And this is hut one of the
modes by which it is attempted just now to misrepre-
sent and villifythe people of Washington.

THF. LATE ELECTION.

On Saturday morning a suit was entered in the Su-
preme Court by Lewis Clepbane, J. 11. Crossman and

C. Robbins against the Mayor and City Council,
the object being to obtain an injunction restraining
the Corporation officers from paying the expenses of
the election held on Thursday.

The petition, among other matters, sets forth tiiatthe Mayor and Board of Aldermen have no authority
for authorizing the holding of elections of a political
character, or to determine or ascertain the views ofthe residents of said city inreference to tho extension
of the elective franchise to "persons of color" in said
District. Judge Carter ordered the case for a hear-
ing to-morrow.

THE NATIONALDEBT.

For the week ending December 23 the Treasury
Department received $258,001) in outstanding Certifi-
cates of Indebtedness, and $3,942,798 80 on interest
bearing notes and currency. Last week the Comp-
troller of the Curreney issued $40,140 50 in currency
to National Banks.

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue has de-
cided that 25 cents is the highest rate of stamp duty
upon warehouse receipts, whatever the value of the
property deposited or stored.

GENERAL GRANT'S REPORT.? The Mobile Register
and Advertiser, edited by John Forsyth, says in its
issue of December 13:

General Grant's report is a full and comprehensive
history of the war as conducted on the Federal side.
It is a frank and able document, and of the highest
interest to all participators in and observers of tho
great struggle. The freedom with which the dis-
tinguished general has written about persons and
events promises to provoke a good deal of contro-
versy. Of all the great leaders on the Federal side,
we believe that General Grant is held in highest re-
spect and esteem by his late adversaries as soldier,
patriot and man.

Sentence of aniiriterer.
NEW YORK. Dec. 22. ?T. Ward, convicted of the

murder ot Policeman Walter inAugust last, was to-
day sentenced to the State Prison for life.

?The town and canton of Viea, Andalusia,
Fpain, arc being ravaged by an invasion of spiders.
Allvegetation is eaten up by those insects, and their
bite produces a very painful swelling.

?A complete change of system will be
shortiy introduced in the madhouses of France.
Strait waistcoats, and all the other instruments hith-
erto used, are to be abolished, and the patients will
live together and be constantly occupied at some
useful work. The experiment has been tried at the
lunatic asylum, at Blois, withgreat success.

?The water drinkers of Chicago are dis-
gusted by tho invasion of myriads of little fishes in
the water pipes. Tons of them are collected about
the inlet, and cannot be driven away. At times they
are drawn by the pumps in such masses agaiust the
screens that the supply of water is stopped, when it
becomes necessary to hoist the screens, and the min-
nows rush inby the barrelful.

?The Montgomery (Ala.) Mail, dwellingup-
on the fact that Southerners generally prefer the sol-
diers to represent them inCongress and elsewhere,
says: "To vote for such men is not to hurl defiance
at the conqueror, but rather to exercise the privi-
lege of complimenting gallant men, without a
thought whether it may or may not please the con-
queror."

?Secretary Stanton has issued an order,
setting apart all the ground upon which tho massacre
of Fort Pillow occurred, for tho purpose of erecting
& monument thereon to the memory of tho soldiers
who fell, and those who were butchered there. This
order was obtained by Mrs. Booth, the widow of the
officer who commanded the colored troops there.?
She is now engaged in raising funds to build the
monument.

? A letter from Milledgeville to the Macon
Journal says "that distinguished Georgian, Hon. A.
H. Stephens, is here, to aid, by his wisdom and pru-
dent counsel, this legislative body to replace Georgia
among the sisterhood, and elevate her to her original
position. His very presence is Tike a blast from

1
Roderick's horn?worth a thousand wen.' His health
is bad, aad he looks more like a dead man than a
live one,"

CORRESPONDENCE.
Letter I'roiu lock.

Our Charter Election-A tmost a Defeat-The Lesson
Inculcated?An Opera Manager and an Editor ?A
Spicy letter?Our Soldier Poet?.Svicidct? Three
More Unfortunate*?Tire Good Hook Illustrated?Triumphs of Art?Holiday Preparations?The Horn
of Plenty?lllness ofFighting doe Hooker?Dishon-
esty among Conductors?How itit Detected?How our
hires etre Ej'iipyriisjie'l?Fenian Intelligence.

NEW YORK, Friday, Dee. 23, 1865.
MAKET2EK AND THE HERALD.

Marctzek fired a few hot shot into theeditor of theHerald belore leaving this city. In a very a muringanil well written letter to the newspapers he citesseveral instances ot the Ilerahl's inconsistency andPtouantly points a moral which can scarcely be saidto have the charm of novelty. Bennett's shortcom-
ings arc so wellknown andso generally acknowledged
Here that oniy some new mode of presenting themcan even momentarily enchain public attention. In
this Maretzk has succeeded, and tho MHungers' asso-ciation certainly owe him a card of thanks for themanner in which lie has rendered tbescrvi.-o. Itmust be a galling reflection to the proprietor of "the

first American newspaper" that the onlv operatic
season ever prosecuted in this country without hispowerful influence has been an unprecedented pecu-
niary success.

GEN. DtX AS APOET.
It will doubtless surprise'many of your readers toloarn that the officer who gave that memorable order
11 any man attempts to haul down the American

e° .
.

0n % sPot -"is al3 ° ,h e author of onool the best translations of that noble Latin hymn.
Dies Irae. Although not generally known as such

Gon. Dix is one of our ripest scholars, never havingforgotten his love for the studies of earlier manhoodamid the busy scenes of maturer years. The trans-lation referred to was made at Fortress Monroe dur-
ing the progress of the rebel lion, and is remarkable
tor strict adherence to tho very difficult, metre of Un-original. It was first printed by the Riverside press
for private circulation, hut has now been included in

The Seven Great Hymns of the Medieval Church "

published by A. I). F. Randolph, of this city.
THE SUICIDE MANIA,

r A k"?wn and esteemed nil merchant. Mr.James 1. Darker, doing business at MS Front streetmi-!h Wlty' pho J himself on Tuesday afternoon'
while laboring under a temporary aberration of tinmind. Death was instantaneous. One day lu<t weekpoor and friendless German girl, at Jloboken New
Jersey, took her life by swallowing Paris preen. Shehad been accused by her employer, a woman butwhether justly or unjustly does not appear of pur-
loining a fivedollar bill, and wns discharged. Being
blessed with a cruel step-mother at home, end her
former mistress having refused to receive her again
into service, the deserted girl betotk herself

"Anywhere, anywhere, out of the world."
During the same week an English tailor, suffering
from an aggravated impediment inhis speech, andthe pangs ot unrequited love, put an end to his ex-istence. He was also said to lie a contributor to onoof our Sunday "voklies, and might have been, inmore senses than one. a victim to "Rejected Ad-
dresses." From some unexplained cause suicides areincreasing m frequency among us, and, at the pres-
ent rate, we shall soon attain quite a Parisian repu-
tation.

AN IDLEST RATED BIBLE.
The arrival of u few copies of Gust avo Rorc\- illus-trated Bible is announced by the importers. 1 have

not yet seen these celebrated drawings, but am as-
sured by those who have, that, while all are splendid
specimens of tho artist's eccentric genius many fail
to realize our established i<ion=> on tho -übjeet ofScripture scenes. We doubt whether Bible subjects
aflordscopc enough f->r the imagination of an artist
like Dore, who must be "cribbed, cabined and con-fined" by the necessity that exists for making hislandscapes coniform to a locality so well known a-Palestine. It is in a work purely fictitious, like Don
Quixote, that so remarkable a genius is permitted torun riot in a world of its own creation, ami thusachieve its greatest triumphs. The illustrated Bibleis issued in two volumes?price one hundred dollars

THE HOLIDAYS.

The holiday rush for article.; wherewith to make
presents during the coming week, is growing'Tust andfurious, ? and willculmmateon iNUurdny night, when
the streets of the great metropolis wili be thronged
with eager buyers. Our stores are filled to their ut-
most capacity, withthe most exnsiv ,-peeiim ns of"virtue and bigotry," .'to use'the diale d of Mrs.Putiphar). greenbacks arc nearly as plentiful as tho
leaves of \ allambrosa and tho amount of money that
has been, and willhe expended this week, must bo
reckoned by hundi Is of thousands. I it us b g< ne
rous while wo may. iw another Christmas may findus the possessors offai less imaginary wealth.

GEN. HOOKEK.
We nro sorry to state that ono of our most popular

and gallant armv officers?he who lough* that won
derful "Battle above the Clouds," Gen. Joe Hooker-
is lying at his residence, inthis city, completely pa ra-llied, unable either to speak or write. You are
probably ;luy aware that the General lately led to
cue altar a charming bride?possessed, report saya, of
pecuniary as well as other attractions ?but, spite of
hia good fortune in this respect, he has been com-
pelled to succumb to disease, not. however, it is un-
derstood, considered of a fatal nature. (sen. Hooker
is personally popular here, aiul our citizens will
heartily rejoice at tho earliest indications of his re-
covery.

BTRBET-CAR CONDUCTORS.

Tho opportunities afforded tho conductors of our
city ears to indulge inwhat is politely termed "klep-
tomania," seem to prove too seductive for the integ-
rity of many?thirty having been recently dismissed
in a single week by ore company. The manner in
which these black sheep arc discovered, is by tho
regular employment of detectives, many cf whom are
women. Over tho principal dapot of ono of tho
larger lines, these words of wisdom have been in-
scribed: "Honesty is the best Policy." Itmay be said
in behalf of the conductors, however, that the remu-
neration received for their Horvicen in ao more a
pittance in this era of high prices?averaging only
twelve dollars rer week?that the knowledge of ??

family insufficiently provided for, might almost excuse
an occasional departure from the straight lino of rec-
titude. While the ordinary mechanic receives from
$lB to s2l per week, I see no reason why the city car
conductor who. c positi' n is certainly ono of responsi-
bility and, inclement weather considered, involving
a certain amount of hardship, should receive less.

PAID FIRE DEPARTMENT.
The first parade of our new Paid Fire Department

occurred on Wednesday. The hill authorizing its or-
ganization was passed by the Legislature on March
30th of the present year, but the commission created
under itdid not take possession of the fire apparatus
until tho Ist of July. 'There arc now thirty-two
steamers, two hand engines, and twelve hook and
ladder companies in the Department. Nino new
steamers have been ordered, at a cost of $4,250 and
$4,500 each, according as they are first or second class.
These, on their completion, willtake the place of an
equal number of the old ones now in use, but the
numerical force wili not bo increased. One humlrod
and ten horses are now in use, anil the engines and
hook and ladders are assigned twelve men each.
There is also a steamer at VorkviUe, and hand en-
gines at Carina ns ville, Manhattenville, and Harlem,
the companies attached to which being composed of
fifty members, and each receiving SI,OOO per annum
for services rendered. Although the process of reach-
ing its present state of efficiency was greatly impeded
by various untoward causes, it is thought that out-
new Department will soon compare favorably with
similar organizations in other cities.

THE FENIANS.

No startling developments in the Fenian quarrel
have been made public within a day or two. The
leaders of both factions, while daily in the receipt of
letters from all parts of the country announcing the
adhesion to their particular banner of some branch
Circle, are quietly writing for "something to turn
up." Their patience will not probably receive its re-
ward earlier than tho 2d of January, when President
O'Mahoney has summoned a Congress of nil the Fe-
niuni to meet in this city. True iu the game of cross-
purposes President Roberts has forbidden the as-
sembling of said Congress, on the ground that it i-
iuferior in authority to the Senate and can only bo
convened at tho latter's bidding. Notwithstanding
this the delegates willno doubt eome together and
the strife between President and .Senate assume a
more active form. Meantime the "sinews of war"
are said to be pouring into the O'Mahoney treasury
with all their former rapidity; and were the skill to
direct a great popular movement equally present in
the Fenian camp with the filthy lucre by which the
oxecution of its plans is insured. England might
well tremble for the safety of the Emerald that glis-
tens in her crown. GLAUCUS.

( Uvular to Collectors ofC ustoms.

The following circular to collectors of customs, rela-
tive to the release of forfeitures of the appraised
value ofsl,Coo or less has just been transmitted:

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, December 20, 1805.
Information has been recently received at this de-

partment to the effect that it has been for some time,
and still continues to be, the custom for some of the
collectors and other officers of tho customs to release
property seized for violation of the revenue laws,
upon the payment to them of the appraised value

I thereof, without having first reported the seizure and
! amount of the appraisal to the Secretary of the Trca-
i sury and obtaining from him the authority torelease
the property in question upon the payment of its ap-
praised value, and that they base their action inso
doing upon the 89th section of the act of March 2.
1799, as well as upon tho ">th section of the act of
March 3,1863, entitled ".An act to prevent and punish
frauds upon the revenue," fcc.

This eu-toui is not warranted by any act of Con-
gress or by uuy instructions issued by this depart-
ment.

bection 89 of the act of March 2,1799, evidently
applies only to cases where a ship or vessel, good®,
wares, or merchandise shall have been seized for
violation of the revenue laws, and legal proceedings
have already been instituted for their condemnation,
and the parties desiring to obtain possession of such
property are required to give a bond tor the appraised
value, when itis released or delivered to them.

The appraisal required by this section is made sim-
ply to determine the amount ibrwhich the bond shall
be given; and upon the execution of such bond, and
its approval by the court, the order directing the de-
livery of the property in question i? entered.

Section sof the act of Congress approved March
3,1863, entitled "An act to prevent and punish frauds
upon the revenue," Ac., is as follows:

"And be it further Enacted , That the collectors of
the several districts of the I'uitcd States, in all cases
of seizure of any goods, wares or merchandise, for
violation of the revenue laws, the appraised value of
which in the district wherein such seizure shall be
made shall not exceed one thousand dollars, be, and
they are hereby, authorized, subject to the approval
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to release the goods
on payment of the appraisod value thereof."
It willbe readily perceived that, under the fore-

going section, no collector of the customs has au-
thority to release any property which has been
seized fur violation of the revenue laws, upon the
payment of the appraised value, unless the seizure,
together with the attendant circumstances and .!.e
appraised value of the same, has first been reported
to the Secretary of the Treasury, with the recom-
mendation of the collector that it bo released, and
requesting authority from, and tho same has been
granted by, the Secretary.

It is evident, from the reading of said section, that '
Congress intended to place the power to release the
property thus seized and appraised solely with the ;
Secretary of the Treasury, and not with collectors or
other officers of the customs, by making such release
wholly subject to his approval.

Collectors must, in every case of seizure, where
there shall be an application for release upon the
payment of the appraised value, report the facts of
the case and the appraised value of the property
sought to be released to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, with a recommendation that it be released,
when, if deemed expedient, he will grant tho neces-
sary anthority to the Collector to leieatse it.

HUGH MCCCLLOCH,
Secretary of the Treasury.

ANINTERESTING COTTON CONTRACT CASE.?A case
of much interest to the public, and of official impor-
tance to officers of the army, is likely to grow out o 5
one of the large cotton contracts adjudicated by theMilitaryCourts inGeorgia. Charges were filed someweeks ago at War Department against Thomas
S. Mctcalf and William A. Beall for corruption, thoalleged offense being the offer by these parties of two
hundred thousand dollars as a bribe to the Provost
Marshal-General of Georgia for a decision in their
favor.

Many prominent civilians and some entire delega-
tions urge a thorough investigation, and tho extreme
penalty of the lawif the parties be found guilty, as
well on the score of public justice as the necessity of
protection to officers who have been compelled, in the
absence of civil courts, to decide the question at issue
between citizens. Curious developments may be an-
ticipated, as one of the parties implicated in the al-
leged attempt at bribery was the fiscal agent of the
Confederacy during the rebellion, and is said to have
the sagacity to make even secession and sectional
bankruptcy profitable in a pecuniary point of view.

CITY NEWS.
CHRISTMAS OBSERVANCE.? The timo-honorcd festi-

val uf Christmas necdsno almanac to acquaint us with
its welcome reappearing; the infallible "signs of the
times" declare its coming and denote its character.
Tho world assumes its gayest gear being

"dressed
As for a birthday, in its best;"

A gonial sense of fellowship, a touch of hearth-warmth that "makes the whole world kin," pervades
tho very air which is clear as iftuned for silver-tonedenrols, and yet crisp withtbebuoyant lightnets of that
time when the very "nights are wholesome."

From "Mcrrie Englando's" long ago to-the present
day Christmas comes to us almost with tho advent ofwinter, as if by its own genial influences to warm tho
soul and fortify it against the chilling rigor of those
leafless months when all nature is smileless. Its very
namo is replete with hallowed memories from thePast as well as laden with holy hopes for the Future,
and demands from each heart its tribute of reverence
and grateful joy.

Hardly a century had passed away, from the greydawn, when the multitude of the Heavenly host sang
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace
good will toward men." when the Christian Church
instituted the observance of a day in commemora-tion of that greatest of all events to each Christian
soul.

V ith no precise data to decide upon the exactperiod of its occurrence, for several centuries it ex-
isted as a. moveable festival inthe Church, being mostfrequently celebrated in the early spring. Some un-
satisfied Saint in the Pontifical reign of the first
o alius, importuned for an investigation into the realdate of the time "when Jesus was born in Bethle-hem of Judca, in the days of Herod the King," andthe committee of learned theologians who weighed
end sifted the subject to its utmost, ultimately set-tled upon the present date as the most probable and
authentic.

Thus, since tho fourth century, the 25th of Decem-
ber, has been the "day of all days in the year," hal-
lowed by religious faith and worship and looked upo 11
in the whole realm of childhood as the mystic scaso"
when Santa Chius is the sovereign saint, and hou'o
hold jollitythe order of the day.

Upon tho Continent, and especially in England, thenight before Christmas is one of unending noise and
excitement: at midnight bolls are rung, mass is ceie-
hrntod in most imposing manner in churches dockedwith evergreens and choicest flowers, for the satisfac-
tion of tho ih'Vout, while worldy revellers use the
solemn occasion for luxurious feasts, carnival-like
extravagances of masquerade and rout, more sugges-
tive of a material than spiritual season of gladness.
When ono remembers all tho vices of gluttony and
drunkenness perpetrated at this time in the very wan-toner: of a holiday, ono can easily cease to marvel
at tho Puritanical staidncss thai frowned down any-
tiling like an outward and visible festival.In the grey dawn London streets resound with
youthful voices,chantingthequaint Christmas carols?these canticles recalling the songs of (he ",-hcp-
hcrds who watched their flocks by night," at thetime when the R? ya i Babe of Bethlehem lay cradled
in the manger. Some of these "Christmasse candles"
late back as far as 1 \u25a0 >2l, and all arc of ancient date
\u25a0"dry a* well as mu-i,-. The Welsh rival the Eng-i-h in the antiquity and number of their carols, whileicrmany and France furnish them similarly e'hnrac-
stic and full of nationality.
Dancing was also practiced to tho tunes of those

carols anil the music of guitar, violin or tambour, and
whole families, with taper in hand, joined in its
whirling measure. An odd custom u=e.l to prevail
(and may even at this day) among the Calabrian min-strola, who wero accustomed to make pilgrimages to
the various shrines of the Virgin Mother during thedays previous to Christmas, pausing before each tomake tho echoes with their wierd music under a sort
ofsentimental idea that thus -lie would bechccrcd at
the approaching orisi- cf the birth time cf the Holy
Ghild.

In tho nativityas represented by the master hand"fRaphael, a shepherd stands by the door playing
upon a posies of bagpipe. The-c carols have, during
some years past, been imported into Ihi-- country, and
the singing of them by scores of parish or Sunday-
school children, forms a charming feature among the
exercises of Christmas day. At St. Luke's Church in
this city, tiie carols are lung after evening service
and their naive simplicity will haunt tho memory inspite of all overlying melodies, from one Christinas toanother.

As for tho Christmas tree?that astounding and
unclassified Britanical specimen, tile childish miracle
new-wrought with every year, its every branch laden
with sudden blooms of gayest colors and most fantas-
tic shapes, bringing with it fresh surprises, each hailed
with shouts of merry glee?may its shadow never
grow less, or it branches lie unblessed by many tokens
of the home affections.

One need not bo told that we owe this marvel-
more cunningly contrived than any self-uprising or-
ange tree of an eastern juggler's art?to the ever
fresh genius of Germany. There truly children are
more like grown folks and grown folks more like
children than inany other land this side of the Ar-
cadian fields. To all Germans, /cut-days arc an ex-
hibit of natural tendencies, and holidays as essential
to their healthy social life as Sabbaths arc to spirit-
ual growth.

llicy have many days especially devoted to mental
relaxation and innocent pleasure, so that Christmas

is almost ox: lusively devoted to the young, and is,
indeed, teimed in many districts in Germany, Nor-
way, and Sweden, "The Children's Festival," and
Ilie tree is decked withan especial reference to their
needs and tastes.

More credulous than the practical masters and
misses of adolescent America, youthful Germany does
not flout legends, or decry superstition, and the tute-
lary genius of Christmas, variously known as St.
Xickolas. Kriss Kringle or Santc Claus, is here em-
bodied as Krccht Knpert, and appears bodily before
the bewildered and huddling groups to call out each
trembler, and bestow gifts according to their lucri's.
We have seen this device most happily carried out at
a Children's Christmas Eve festival, when the en-
trance of the wonderful gift-bringcr, pack on hack,
and pockets crammed with toys, was the signal of
great consternation and as extreme delight.

Alas i for the inroads of modern improvements, that
tho wide blazing hearth no longer stands tho expo-
nent pf hospitable warmth and welcome! No longer
may yule logs crack a blithe accompaniment to cards
and songs around the wassail bowl. We cannot now
display even an humble imitation of the "merrie
Christmasso" of Auld Lung Syne; one by one all its
primitive games and customs, its feasting and frolick-
ing are fading into disuse, and England marks her
Christmas Feast only with traditional roast beef and
plum pudding, its mistletoe boughs end hoily
branches, its solemnly joyous prayers in churches all
embowered with evergreens and vocal with carols.

This habit of decking houses and chapels during
the Christmas season was derived from the practice
of the ancient Druids, and arose from a belief that
sylvan elves betook themselves to the friendlyshelter
and there were protected from chilling winds and
nipping frosts tillthe dawning of Spring. It is about
the only one among the countless customs that ap-
peals to tho eye and the heart, suggesting the bright
happy hopes that may exist despite tho deadening
influences uf tho outer world.

In our land the purely religious view taken of the
day tends to the doing away of most of its unfitting
revelry. Let us not betake ourselves to the other
extreme and end by ignoring it altogether.

Wo are not of those who would put aside festal
days as unnceded, trivial or useless?let us still pre-
serve some seasons in which the heart may grow.

Lctfriendship'severgreens keep bright each hearth,
and tho holly berries of mirth cluster about each
hoard, and while feasting "sumptuously" in the
"purple and fine linen" of easo and luxury, let us
take good heed to note some famished Lazarus who
sits shivering at our thresholds, and thus make our
selves aad others a merry and Happy Christmas tide.

BURNED TO DEATH,? Between ten and eleven
o'clock on Saturday night policeman Ecclesou, of
the Western district, while patrolling his "beat" was
attracted by an offensive smell from something burn-
ing, and upon making investigation, discovered
smoke issuing from the dwelling No. 204 Sarah Ann
street, near Pearl. He forced an entrance immedi-
ately and there found upon the fioor. writhing in the
agonies of a horrible death, a colored woman named
Sarah Smith. He called for assistance and did ail in
bis power to relieve her sufferings, but she died in 8
few minutes. Coroner Grccntrce was notified and a
jury of inquest summoned, and from the evidence
elicited itappeared that she had kindled a large fire
in a stove, and then laid down beside it. Falling
asleep, her clothes came in contact with the red-hot
stove and were ignited, and before assistance reached
her she was burned most terribly. A daughter who
was asleep in another part of the room, was only
aroused by the barking of a dog and the efforts of
the policemen to gain admission. Upon the stove
was found an opossum, which deceased had put there
to roast. Tho unfortunate woman was thirty-six
years of age, and is supposed to have been intoxi-
cated.

FATAL CASE OF SHOOTING? .About 10 o'clock on
Saturday morning a fatal accident, the result of care-
lessly handling firearms, occurred at the Pennsyl-
vania House. No. 158 Franklin street, between Paca
and Green streets. The proprietor of the house. Mr.
Stansbury, and a boarder, named Andrew J. Childs,
were examining intently a four barrelled Sharp's re-
volver?never before having seen one. It had been
snapped once or twice by each, neither knowing that
it was loaded. Upon Stansbury snapping it the third
or fourth time, one of the barrels was discharged, the
contents entering the right groin of Childs. produc-
ing a painful wound which bled profusely. Dr.
Montgomery was called jnand did all that was pos-
sible for the unfortunate man, but he lingered in
great agonyuntil five o'clock last evening when death
ensued. Deceased was thirty-two years of age, un-
married, and lived withhis mother about six miles
from the city on the Hookstown road. His remains
willbe removed thither to-day. Coroner Groentree
held an inquest last night and the juryrendered a
verdiot in accordance withthe above facts.

EAST DRIVING.? John Larkins and Edward Coola-
ban were arrested on Saturday, by officer Quigley, of
the middle district, charged with fast drivingover the
Canton bridge. Afine of $5 each was imposed, the
former by Justice MeKinly and the latter by Justice
Spicer. George Raw, was arrested on the same day
by officer Morgan, of tho same district, and arraigned
before Justice Hiss, charged with fast and reckless
driving. A fine, also of $5 and costs was imposed,
lhe parties were all released on payment of the fine
and cost.

IHE EFFECT 3 OF CHRISTMAS.? The different station
houses were pretty well filled on Saturday night with
drunk and disorderly persons, who attributed their
misfortunes to the near approach of the Christmas
festivities.

THREE CENTS.
ErrF.NTRN WKATHKR.? -Tho prospect on Saturday

night fir clear, cold weather, such as is always de-
sired, and is so appropriate for the festivities of
Christinas time, was promising, but during tho night,
one of those eccentric and sudden changes, peculiar
to this climate occurred, which resulted first in the
fall of two or three inches of snow, and then of a rain
copious and continous enough to satisfy the most
partial advocate of hydropathy, make rivers of the
treeK and produce a slush dire enough to deter the

bravest pedestrian from venturing out. It was a
dampening day for lair weather Christians, and tho
churches, secondly, showed a thin attendance of the
faith!ul few. Alas! too, lor the disappointed hopes of
the enthusiastic throng of skaters, who expected to-
day to enjoy their favorite spurt on the park and
other ponds contiguous to the city. The clerk of the
weather has played the deuce with the outdoor fun
on which they reckoned, but the genius of merri-
raont and good cheer is übiquitous to-day, and within
doors is reflected in sparkling eyes, and faces radiantwith glee.

DISMISSAL OF A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS.? On
I .Tuesday last. Judge Bond, of the Criminal Court,

j issued a writ ol habeas corpu*, directed to Brigadier
General John \\ oolley. Provost Marshal, requiring
him to bring into court tho body of George Murphy,
a private of company F, Ist United States Veteran
\ oluntecrs, Hancock's corps. The application was
made on behalf of Murphy by his counsel, John 11.
Ing. E>q. On Saturday last General Woolley respon-
ded to the writ, stating that Murphy was held incus-
tody as a duly eDlisted soldier of the United States
army, charged with conduct prejudicial to good order
and military discipline; that a copy of the charges and
specifications had been presented to the prisoner,
and n court martial organized for his trial; that he
was held by authority of the President of the United
States, and by order oi Major General W. S. Han-
cock, commanding the Middle MilitaryDepartment;
and that, for tho reasons stated, ho apprehended ho
could not obey the writ. His honor, Judge Bond, atonce dismissed the writ.

APPOINTMENT or MAGISTRATES, ?Governor Brad-ford on 1* riday made the first appointments of
Justices of the Peace for Baltimore city, under the
new Constitution, ns follows:

First ward, Stephen Whalen, George T. It. Collins,
to reside in Canton: Second ward. Thomas W. Griffin,
\u25a0lames W. W. Taylor; Third ward, William X. Price;
Fourth ward, Edwin It. Hera; Fifth ward, Nicholas
Brewer; .sixth ward, Samuel G. Spicer; Seventh ward,
John 11- West wood; Eighth ward, David Creamer;
Ninth ward, John Jamieson; Tenth ward, Davis 11.iloopo*, Frederick W. Simon; Twelfth ward, Wm. 11.
Watkins: Thirteenth ward, Wm. IF. Hayward; Four-
teenth ward, Hugh ltavcy Evans; Fifteenth ward.Peregrine T. Wilson: Sixteenth ward, John Show a'ere; Seventeenth ward, Joseph T.Johnson; Nine-
teenth ward. Charles P. Meredith; Twentieth ward,AllenE. Forrester. One tobe supplied in the Eleventh
and one in the Eighteenth ward.

TIN. BALTIMORE AND LIVERPOOL STEAMSHIPS.?-
rile fine steamship Worcester, having completed tho
necessary repair.-, again sailed from this port on Sat-
urday b>r Liverpool. A largo number of interesteducctutors witnessed her departure. She goes out
this time under command of Captain Thomas A.
Layncs, an experienced seaman, who has under his
charge, inaddition to the valuable cargo, seven cabin
passengers. The Somerset, of the same liue, is ad-
vertised to sail on the Oth ol January, when she is
expected to carry a large cargo, at unusually re-
munerative prices, as the success of her first trip has
rendered her so popular with the mercantile com-
munity of this and other cities in the West and
Southwest, as to create already an extraordinary of-
-1 ring of freight for Liverpool, thus enabling her
owners to make their own selections as to the. class of
height which will compose her cargo on her next
voyage.

FIRE. \ estcrday morning about half-past six
oclock, a lire broke out in the rear building of house
No. S Harrison street, occupied by Mr. C. Cohen, as aclothing store. The fire department displayed their
usual promptne hut did not extinguish tho flames
Until a loss of about ."-000 to the building and stock
had been sustained. The damage to the stock was
principally from water. The loss is covered by a
policy of insurance. Tho fire was doubtless caused
by an incendiary.

The alarm of fire about 9 o'clock on Saturday night
through box No. 9, was caused by the burning of a
sooty chimney, at No. -1 Franklin street, occupied by
Mr. J. Mcrredith. The previous alarm un the same
evening was also falso.

The alarm of fireabout 10 o'clock last night, sounded
through box 72, was false. The frequent false alarms
lately i attributed to tho maliciousness of some per-
-un recently discharged from tho Fire Department.

SAILING or STEAMERS, ?Saturday is generally an
unusually busy day with the steamers in this port,
as, in addition to tho regular daily, tri-weeklyand
semi-weekly liues, tho weekly lines for Southern
ports and other points despatch their steamers on
that day. On Saturday lust, the following sailed:?
The Cumberland, for Charleston; the Richmond, for
Savannah: the Wenonah, for Fredericksburg; tho
George Appold, for Boston; and the Wilson Small,
for Alexandria, Va.

An ILENT . About 1 o'clock on Saturday morning,
Patrick Quinn, a man in destitute circumstances and
who iias been for some time sleeping in a stable on
Liberty alley, near Madison street, accidentally fell
from the hay loft and broko one of his legs, lie laid
upon the ground several hours before being discov-
ered. lie was carried into a house adjacent and
willhe to-day seut to the almshouse, ifnot called for!y his friends.

PRESENTATION.? Afew days since tho subordinate
officers ol the Baltimore City Almshouse, presented
to the superintendent, Mr. George W. Bain, a costly
pair of gold frame spectacles, and a fino gold ring.?
Mr. Bain's wife was also the recipient of a handsome
ring at the hands of the samu parties. Mr. Bain, on
behalf of himself and lady, appropriately responded
to the presentation speech made by one of the donors.

ROBBERY OP VALUABLE DRESSES? The dwelling
of Mrs. Elisabeth Henderson, No. 171 North Calvert
street, was entered sometime during Friday night,
and robbed of four silk dresses, valued at SIOO each.
The robbery was committed so quietly that none of
the family were disturbed.

SENTENCE OF A CRIMINAL.?EzekieI Cade,convicted
iu the United States Court upon two indictments,
charging him with passing and selling counterfeit
postal currency, was on Saturday sentenced to pay a
line of S.V) and costs in each ease, and to bo impris-
oned for nine years in the penitentiary.

To PETERSBURG,? Another new line of steamers
has been established between this port and Peters-
burg, as willbe .-ecu by reference to our advertising
colums to-day. The Itrndy leaves on Friday
next, and another new steamer is to be added to tho
line tho ensuing week.

A NIISEMESTS.
IIOLLIDAV STREET THEATRE,? Manager Ford an-

nounces a grand Christmas Festival at the Holliday
Street this afternoon at 2! jo'clock, and this evening
at 7'_. o'clock, on which occasion willbe produced for
the first time this season the grand legendary specta-
cle of the Naiad Queen, or the Nymphs of the Rhine,
with new and beautiful scenery, delightful mu-
se, etc. Itwillbo repeated to-morrow evening.

F RUNT STREET THEATRE.? This afternoon and even-
ing Uolman's English Opera willopen at the Front
with Cinderella. Allthe appointments in the house
are new.

MARYLANDINSTITUTE? AUyne, th\u25a0< Wizard.? This
renowned prcstidigitatcur announces a grand com-
bination for the Holiday Week, when ho will intro-
duce a new repertoire of magic and ventriloquism,
and give his iriends a present. A matinee will bo
given this afternoon, for ladies and children.

THE OUER v.?The finale of the Max Maretzek opera
troupe iu tho production of L'At'ricaine, on Saturday
night, at the Concordia, was a great success, tho
principal performers being enthusiastically encored.
To Mr. Grovcr, of the management, the public are
highly indebted for the magnificent operatic enter-
tainments which he gave them during the past, and
wherever he may go we wisli him success commensu-
rate with tho magnitude of his undertaking.

?The Cincinnati Gazette says H. M. Hatha-
way, tho eolleetcr of iutcrnal revenue iu the First
District of Kentucky, is unable to make collections
in that district except as ho is accompanied by an
armed guard,

?A boy in \\arren county, Ind., who was
bitten by a mad dog some two weeks since, was taken
to Tcrre Haute, and the mad stone applied. On the
first application the stone adhered to the wound for
fourteen hours. The patient has returned home,
being assured that he is out of danger.

?As a specimen of what can be accom-
plished by the employment of l'recdmen. Colonel J.
J. Williams, a planter of Florida, states that with a
force of about one hundred colored hands he raised
during this year from 200 to 250 bales of cotton, fjach

bale weighing 500 pounds.
?There are no new developments in the

Fenian troubles, nnd much of the old bit terness seems
to be disappearing. The Congress which meets on
the 2d proximo will be largely attended, from pre-
sent indications, by representatives from every part
of the country.

?At a performance of' 'The Lady ofLyons''
in Columbus., Ohio, last week, a spectator was boldenough to hiss soucthing which displeased him. A
policeman trieu vo put him out without success,
when Claude Melnottc left the stage, carried the dis-
turber into tho street, and then returned to his act-
ing.

?Webster's spelling book is in such great
demand for the reconstruction of the south that
American printers cannot supply the demand, and
the publishers have sent to Europe to get it printed.
Over one million eopies have been sold since April
and orders are now one hundred thousand in advance
of the supply.

A Vermont paper hints that there is a great
quantity ot wool hoarded away by growers in Ver-
mont. The Middlebury Hegietcr says that Addison
county has nearly all of the two last years' wool on
hand, and in the town of New Haven there is in the
hands of growers from eight to ten tons of the crop
of 1864.

?A Honolulu paper teils how the French
flag protected an American ship inthe Paeific. It
says: "Tho William Fisher, Gifford, had a narrow
escape from destruction by the Shenandoah. The
French ship Gustavo is painted lead color, the W. F.
being also painted in the same old way, and while
the pirate was destroying ships within two milea of
them, theso two vessels lay side and side, and the W
F. was not molested, no doubt owing her safety
her coat of paint.


