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The fourth Annual Report of the Postmaster-
General of Great Britian is just issued, and it is a

document of more than ordinary interest. In its
facts and statistical tables we see the marvellous

progress that has been made in the distribution of
letters and the increase of revenue, since the com-
mencement of Mr. Rowland Hill's Penny Postage,
in January, 18-10. The Report informs us that
there are in the United Kingdom 11,101 post
offices, an increase during the year (1857) of 235.

Of these, 810 are head post offices, and 10,291 are
sub-post offices. During the year free deliveries
were established at 1,041 places where none existed
before, and the year previous (1856), at 1,038 new-
places. The facilities for free letter delivery were
also greatly increased at 281 different places in

1856, and 297 places in 1857. Since the improve-
ment of the letter delivery system commenced, in
1851, there has been a free delivery of 300,000
letters a week?about sixteen millions in a year ?

that could formerly only be obtained by applica-
tion at the Post Office. During two or three years
there have been 60 receiving houses, and 66 letter

pillars set tip in London, givingthe Londoners, for
the delivery and distribution of their mail and
local correspondence, 560 receiving houses, where
letters can be posted?six district offices, 66 letter
pillars?cast iron columns in the street, that are

opened by a letter collector every hour?and 2,232
letter carriers. The effects of these improvements
are visible in the vast increase of correspondence.
The following table shows the letters mailed in
London, and in the kingdom, during lite last ten

London London Total Letters
Local Mail London inthe

Tear. Letters. Letters. Letters. ICteadem.
IS4B a-i.873.0n0 4.r ).flS>l ,000 79.604,000 328,830.000
1349 33,980,000 45,846,000 79,806,000 387,399,000
185 38,888,000 44,850,000 83,744,000 847,089,000
185 40 586,000 47,810,(100 88.405,000 300,647,000
1852 40,403,000 61,171,000 91,674,000 379,501,000
185 .42.816.000 54.402,000 97,218.000 410,817,(80
1854 46,192.000 57,186,000 103,378.000 443.649 *>o

185 45,845,000 59,647,600 105,492,000 450,211,000
1856 47.895.000 64.961.000 112,856,000 478^94.000
1857. ... .52.134,000 66,233,000 118,367,000 50-*,421,000

The "local" circulation in London consists of
the letters mailed in London for deli, cry within
the London postal district, and the piail letter's are

those written in London to go through the mails
out of town. In the local circulation there was an

increase of over four million letters within the
year; or over 8 JMT cent., hilc the mail letters in-
creased but 1,200,000, or less than 2 per cent.

Since the letter delivery system was greatly in-
creased, and fairly in operation, there has been an

increase of some 25,000,000 letters annually. The
gross revenue, the expenses, and the net revenue

or clear profits, with the amount of money remit-
ted in the kingdom annually, in money orders,
show the practical working of the English postal
system.

Amount
dross AVt of Money

I'ear. Revenue. Expenses. Revenue. (inters.
1-40... $7.2.",1.1:17 $4,293,385 $2,957,752 $4,504.57S
1845 !1.043.830 5.027,970 4.315,800 32.000.505
1850 11.571.035 7,303.025 4.567.110 42.472.403
185 14.440,000 8,256,820 6.103.080 55.046.305
185 15.110,015 8.301.145 6.800,770 50.027.810
185 15,856,150 8,604,075 7,252,075 60,001,365

The Report tells us that, looking at the expenses
that strictly appertain to the year, the increase of
expenses from the previous year is only 2.1 per
cent., and the increase of revenue 10 per cent.

The expense of the postal establishment, actually
paid out for the year, and also for the year pre-
vious, was composed of the following items:

1856. 1857.
Salaries ami wages $4,545,470 $4,742,865
Buildings, rent, &c 166,650 146,835

Conveyance of Moils.
By Railway. 2,095.000 2,100.000
By nineties, carts, &c 814.185 825,000
By packets 71,545 6>.490
Cost ofpostage stamps 130.820 142.830
Miscel luneous 544,110 548.360

Total $8,367,780 $5,567,350

The above named expense for mail packets is
only for some that, are specially in the service of

the Post Olliee ; the great hulk of the ocean mail
service being under the Admiralty, and not the
I'ost Office, as there arc other objects and duties for
the contract packets besides carrying the mails.

In looking over this report of the most noted
postal establishment of the civilized world, one
fact stands prominent, and that is the vast amount
of local correspondence in all densely populated
localities. A dozen towns and cities in Great Brit-
ain furnish one halt ot the correspondence and

revenue. The business at the following places are
an exemplification:

I'ustal Postal Money or Money or-
Jtteeripts. Receipts. ders issued. ders paiil

PITIES. 1856. 18.57. 1857. 1857.bond,,n $4,174,635 $4,169 760 $8,422,620 $15,082.7.35
LiverjMßil ..., 501,8115 524.325 1.822.360 1,835,340
Manchester... 426.505 448,825 1,392.530 1902.7.50
Glasgow 317.205 344.435 524.600 1,000,120
DuOlin 275.515 301.955 1,374,525 1.089.230
Edinburgh... 281,350 295.885 063,175 1,051 j'4s
Birmingham. 194.245 210,535 913.720 1 52S 305
Bristol 149,835 156.320 628,330 ljfeo.llo

Total ....$(1,321,185 $0,440,040 $10,014,340 $34,510,235

The ahove places contribute four-tenths of the
postal revenue of Great J'ritain. The business
transacted in money orders seems enormous; in the
Kingdom, over 00 million dollars in a year, and in
London alone the orders paid in a year amount to
fifteen millions, and the orders issued, to over
eight millions. Of course the commissions paid
amount to a comparatively triflingsum. The com-
missions on all the orders issued in the kingdom
amounted to $534,200, and the clear profits, after
deducting for clerk hire, office expenses, blanks, &c.,
to 5t20,875. In 1855 the profits were $llO,OOO,
in 1852 $54,000, and in 1840 only $l,OlO. In
England and \\ ales there was one money order
to every four persons in the gross population; in
Scotland, one order to every six persons, and in
Ireland one to every fonrteen persons. There was
no falling otf in the money order business last year,
but on the contrary a very considerable gain,
though not as much as usual. The money order
business increased in the year if} |x-r cent., and
the number of letters G per cent. The number of
money orders issued during the year was 0,380, '702,
of an average value of nearly £2 sterling ($10)
Only 2,233 post offices in the Kingdom have the
privilege of issuing and paying money orders an
increase last year of 138. The money order is
a simple draft, made out on a blank form that the
postmaster draws on another postmaster, and this
is cashed at sight by the postmaster on whom it is
drawn, the owner in the meantime endorsing it.
It is a perfectly safe way of remitting money by
mail, as any person who might steal one would be
unable to give such a description of the jierson
drawing or the person receiving as would enable
him to realize its value. In case he should, I*
would have to commit forgery. Frauds are almost
entirely unknown. Instead of a commission of a
certain per cent, the business is vastly simplified
by having each money order, that is under two
pounds in value ($10), pay a commission of three
pence (G.cents), and all over two pounds, and un-
der five pounds, a commission of sixpence (12
cents). No order is granted for over five pounds

($25), and all of the minor money order offices
are restricted to £5O a day ($250) in the issue of
money orders.

The newspapers sent by post last year numbered
71,000,000, tlie same as the year previous. Of
these 51,000,000b0re the impressed stamp (printed
red on the sheet), and the rest were paid in post-
age stumps. Last year the hook packets numbered
0,000,000; in 1856 there were only 3,000,000, and
1855 less than a million and a quarter. The hook
packets average 5.1 ounces in weight, and hear
an average postage of 4} cents. The immense
increase of hooks and pamphlets in the mail, was

in consequence of some reduction, and a great

simplification of the rates of postage. Each pack-
age of printed matter that does not weigh over

four ounces is charged a penny; the same as a

letter, over four and less than eight ounces, two

pence, (4 cents,) and lieyond that, two ]>ence for
each half pound or fraction of a half pound.?

Reckoned by weight, letters pay jus. eight times as

much postage as printed matter.

The railway service is not entirely satisfactory
to the postal authorities, and a new bill was in-
troduced in Parliament by the Postmaster General,
the Duke of Argyll; the draft of which is given in
the rejiorl, hut it was withdrawn on account of op-
position. Railway service costs on the average 18.',
cents a mile, and the noble duke remarks that it
is about double the sum paid for railway postal
service in America. Bnt tlle British , )ostmask .r
must remember that they have three or four times
as many letters as we have, while our railroads
exceed theirs in extent in justabout the same ratio.
.Many railways have obliged the post office and the
public hy agreeing to an arrangement for a "parcel
post service," by means of which a hag or bags
can be sent by any or every train, at parcel

rates.
An item of the postal service of Russia is given,

showing that in 1855 only 10,400,000 letters were
posted in Russia, while "almost exactly the same

number w.e posted illthe single citv of Manchester
and its suburbs, m the tame time.

The report speaks of the "petty frauds" prac-
tised by persons in the kingdom and the colonies,
in using newspapers in lieu of letters?writing on

them?this being attributed to the "great disparity
in the rates of postage" on printed and written
matter, between the mother country and the colo-
nies. A certain remedy for this evil would he to

lower the rales of postage over sea, from six
pence (12 cents) to two pence sterling.

Traveling post offices oil railways, clerks or

post office agents. 011 some of their oceans steamers,

and other facilities for a late mailing and early de-
livery of letters, are explained, ami their results
made known. While noting the fact of new postal
conventions and treaties with Belgium, France,
and the "interesting State" of Liberia, the Post-
master General regrets that no progress has been
made towards good postal arrangements with
Portugal, Spain, or the United States of America.
One gross half (about 7.1 million letters) of all the
correspondence between Great Britain and the en-

tire commercial world, is with France and the

United States. And notwithstanding "the great

intercourse, both commercial and social," between
the two nations, "the present high rate of postage,
ami the want of a comprehensive and liberal ar-
rangement for the transmission of books and other
printed matter" are "highly objectionable."

One curious fact the report mentions. "A
British post office has been opened at Con-
stantinople." Rowland Hill lias established a

postal link between Sestos and Abydos. Future
Leanders will no more swim the Hellespont, and
disconsolate Ileros w ill sigh for the arrival of the
penny-postman.

The Appointment of the Hon. RICHARD B. CAR.
MICHAEL to the judgeship of one of the circuits of
t.'ie Eastern Shore, made vacant by the recent

death of Judge Hopper, has already been announ-

ced in the papers, of this city, but some further
notice of it is due, alike to the distinguished abili-
ty of Mr. Carmicliael, and to the impartialityshown
by Governor 1licks in conferring upon apolitical
opponent so signal a mark of executive favor.
"To the victors belong the spoils," has so long
been a cardinal ntaxim of State and National Ad-
ministrations, by which the distribution of patron-
age has been governed, that the consideration of
fitness for office invariably yields to the test of
party attachment, and Governor lfieks is justly
entitled to praise for having risen superior to polit-
ical J rejudioes in llic faithful discharge of his offi-
cial duty and responsihilty. The integrity and
independence of the judiciary is of the first im-
portance to the good government of a State, and
we take great pleasure in recording this appoint-
ment, as it furnishes an example of public morality
seldom seen, and which cannot he too frequently
imitated.

Mr. Carmieliael has been acknowledged for many
years, as among the ablest lawyers of (lie State,
while bis shirt integrity of character and nice
sense of honor have obtained for him the esteem of
all who know him. He has, at different times,
been actively engaged in polities, and represented

| bis district in Congress with great credit to himself
I and satisfaction to his constituents. lie has, of

| late, preferred the quiet enjoyment of private life
! to the exciting cares of public position, and has re-

fused several offices of emolument and honor.?
During the late administration, no man in Mary-
land held the confidence of President Pierce to a
greater degree, ami it was supposed that Mr. Car-
mieliael had been designated for an important post

which he could not be induced to accept. We are
sure that his present appointment will be hailed
with satisfaction by men of all parties in bis dis-
trict, and it must everywhere be viewed as a
triumph of conservatism over the radical practices
of Ibe limes.

Ml"SIC AND THE DRAMA.
It is truly refreshing once in a while to have

somebody I" praise. It is not pleasant to l>o always
finding fault, and as we seldom get a chance to be
amiable, we mean to make the most of the present
opportunity. Not that we take any credit to our-
selves for our good nature in the present instance,
for the artist whom we wish to applaud is CIIAR-
i.OTTK (YSHMAN, and to speak of her in any other
terms tiian those of praise, would he doing in-
justice alike to her great merits, and to our own
critical acumen. The lateness of the hour, after
the play on Monday night., prevented us from giv-
ing, yesterday morning, more than a passim' no-
tice of the evening's performance. To-day we
wish to supply tli? omissiun.by speaking more in de-
tail of Miss CrsiiK.vx's style and manner of acting.
The play ot Romko owl Juliet is a difficult one to
act, and the part of Romeo is the hardest part in
the play. Shakspare has given Juliet decidedly
the advantage. Ay pretty woman with tolerable
powers of elocution can act the part of .lolict, so as
to be quite sure of the sympathies of the audience,
and be able to east poor Romeo entirely in the
shade. During tin whole of the first two acts, the
latter appears in alight not at all likely to excite
either sympathy litr the part, or applause for the
actor, lie is frantically in love with Rosaline, but
as (lie latter is nota character in the play, the au-
dience have no opportunity of judging how far his
passion may be excusable, while like most
persons in bis unhappy condition, lie is ex-
cessively stupid and maudlin. The suddenness,
with which he subsequently forsakes Rosaline for
Juliet, is a piece of inconstancy, which of itself, is
enough to forfeit any small amount of sympathy
which his lovelorn woebegone plight might other-
wise have excited in the minds of the audience?-
at least of the female part thereof. As for the
men, during these two nets, lie lias not the smallest
chance of gaining their commiseration in the slight-
est degree. He is represented as a mere flouting-
stock lor the wit of his more light-hearted mates,
tlie bold Jfereiitio and Itenrotio. He is a milksop
without spirit enough to resent the insults of the
fiery Tybalt. Not until he kills the latter, does he
establish the smallest claim to the sympathies of his
audience, or receive any portion of their applause.

During those portions of the play which follow,
lie figures only as Juliet's lover. His very passion
only serves to exalt, not himself, but Juliet. It is
Juliet who does everything, and we had almost ad-
ded, sutlers everything -for if Borneo's sufferings be
great, Juliet's sacrifices are greater. Romeo is the
enemy of her house, and the slayer of her kinsman,
yet for his sake, Juliet braves her parents'wrath,
and all the terrors of the dismal vault, "where"
she tells us?-

?"for these many hundred years, the bones
Of all my buried ancestors are packed :
Where bloody Tybalt, yet but green in earth,
Lies festering in bis shroud."
All this and more Juliet does and suffers. Romeo

simply wrings his hands, and rails on fortune, and at
last "unable to bear the ills ' lie lias, takes poison,
and so, lie says, "runs on the dashing rocks, his
sea-sick weary bark." Juliet, the woman, is un-
doubtedly a heroine, but Romeo, the man, is, we are
afraid, not much of a hero. Yet this Romeo, ap-
parently so unattractive, is made by Miss CUSHMAN if
not a hero, at least a man. He is made the leading
character in the play,?made what the poet must
evidently have designed that he should be?a man
?worthy of the love of Juliet, and of the sacrifices
which Juliet makes lor liiiu, and of the admiration
and sympathy of the audience. All this Miss
CUSHMAN accomplishes by the mere force of
her acting. It is true, that on Monday night
the part of Juliet was but feebly played, and
amounted to little more than a blank or cypher in
the play. 1 et even it the part had been represented
by a first rate actress, the result would still have been
the same. It is not merely by comparison with
others that Miss (YSHMAN takes rank as an actress,
nor was it by contrast only with a feeble Juliet that
her Romeo appeared to such striking advantage. It
was, throughout, a consummate piece of acting, and
a masterly embodiment of the conceptions of
the poet. She gave to the part itself a
reality and importance, and to the charac-
ter of Romeo a dignity and manliuetn, which
we have never seen it possess in the hands of

any male performer. That a woman should be able
to achieve this triumph of art, is indeed remarka-
ble. That which is conceded to be a difficult part

for a man, must be proportionably more difficult for
a woman. Yet these difficulties, whether inherent
in the construction of the play itself, or arising
from the inabilityof a woman to play properly the
part of a man, Miss CCSHMAN surmounted. So
completely did she unscx herself, and lose her per-
sonal indentity in her assumed character, that the
woman may be fairly said to have been merged in
the artist, and the actress in Romeo. In a perform-
ance so admirable in all its parts, it is as difficult to
specify particular excellences, as it would be \u2666
point out defects. We therefore refrain from fur-
ther comment upon Miss Crsn MAN'Sacting in Romeo
and pass to her Queen Katharine.

in this character, which she played last night to
a crowded house, her purely tragic powers were dis-

played to even greater advantage than in Romeo.
The bearing of the wronged and outraged Queen
before the priestly judges w hose authority she de
nies, and whose fairness she impeaches, was grandly

rendered, while Th< Death <J~ Queen A 'at/an ha was
a ghastly picture, such no painter could portray on
canvass, and none hut a great artist eouUt* have
presented on the stage, with the terrible reality
which characterized Miss th SIIMAVS acting in this
scene. Itwas the very counterfeit of death, and
we regret that the audience should hare been guil-
ty of the exceeding had taste of calling Miss Ci'su-
MAS before the curtain after such a scene, and that
Miss COSH MANshould have responded to their call.
The suddenness of her resurrection marred the
effect of the performance. The profound silence
which reigned in the house for the last few minutes
before the curtain descended, and as it fell, ex-
pressed much better the feelings of the more intel-
ligent portion of the audience, and was a higher
tribute to the wonderful art of the actress, than the
senseless and ill-timed plaudits which followed. For
the rest, apart from the acting of Miss COSHMAN,
the pei formance did not please us. The historical
plays of Shakspearc depend greatly upon the /*?<?_
taele, and unless put upon the stage with great
pomp and splendor, and with particular attention to
dresses, scenery, &c., are ill-adapted for the pur-
poses of dramatic representation. In Henry VIII,
Queen Katharine is upon the stage in oniy three
scenes, and so entirely did the interest of the
performance centre last night in Miss CT SOMAN'S
acting, that the intervals between the scenes in
which she appeared were felt by the audience to be
both long and tedious.

To-night Miss CISHMAXplays Lady Macbeth. She
recently appeared in the same character at Nash-
ville in Tennessee. In the sleeping scene, as it is
called, a part of her dress caught fire from the
lamp which she carried in her hand. The cry of
"Fire" rang through the house, but Lady Macbeth
heeded it not. A voice called out?"Miss Cushman,
you are on fire." Then, without moving an eyelid,
or changing a muscle of her face, without betraying
by word or look the slightest discomposure, or for-

getting for one moment, that she was Lady Macbeth

and asleep, Miss CVSIIMANfelt for the burning por-
tion of her dress, and extinguished the flames with
lier bands. This single fact abundantly illustrates
the character of the woman, and of her impersona-
tion of Lady Macbeth.

\\ e are authorized to contradict the announce-
ment recently made in several of the city papers
that the Collector of the Customs had been instruct-
ed to dismiss a portion of his employees.

LATEST NEWS.
TELEGRAMS

RECEIVED AT Tft E OFFICE OF THE
DAILY EXCHANGE.

ARRIVAL OF THE IViOSES TAYLOR.
LATER FROM CALIFORNIA.

New 1 ORK, April 27.?The steamer Moses Tav-
lor has arrived, with San Francisco dates to Ist
in.st. She lctt Aspinwall on the 19th, and brings
nearly 51,500,000 in treasure and upwards of 500
passengers.

She left at Aspinwall the Cnited States storesliip
Relief.

Ttie California news is unimportant. The mar-
kets were dull.

Col. Schlessinger is among tin! passengers by the
Moses Taylor.

\ alparaiso dates to the 1 Sth of March, announce
that (Jen. 1 ivanco was defeated at Arequipa with
great slaughter and had fled to Bolivia. All his
steamers had been captured.

Arequipa was stormed by (Jen. Castilla and the
battle is said to have been terrific. Of one battalion
of 600 men, which defended the barricades, all were
killed but forty ! The loss on both sides was over
2,000 killed, and the city was tilled with the
wounded.

It is said that Gen. Castilla intends to push thewar into Bolivia, and attempt the overthrow of the
Linares government.

The U. S. frigate Merriuiac, had arrived at Cal-
lao. Doctor Oakford, American Consul at Turnk,
is dead.

1he vernal equinoctial gale raged with great furv
for fourteen days along the coast as far as J'uget's
sound, the wind blowing a gale during the whole
period.

The freshets were heavy, especially in the mining
regions.

Capt. Bennett, of the late brig Camclia. had been
arrested at San Francisco, and held to bail with
charge of having scuttled his vessel at sea, having
first robbed her of S".0,000 in silver,which heshipped
at Ma/.attan for San Francisco. The treasure is
said to be buried near Cape St. Lucas, to w liicli
some vessel bad been sent for its recovery.

The dates from Oregon are to the 27tli ult. The
"Salem" wing of the Democratic party bad nomi-
nated Lafayette Graver for Congress, and John
Y\ hitakcr for Governor. They had also unanimous-
ly adopted resolutions sustaining Mr. Buchanan's
administration.

The dates from the Sandwich Islands are to tlie
18th ot March, but contain nothing of interest.

COXCRMI.VH PRIirEKIMMS.
WASBINOTON, April 27.

SENATE.
After some unimportant business the report of the

Committee of Conference on the Kansas bill came
up.

Mr. Crittenden took the door and made an able
speech in which he said that the otter made by the
Conference substitute was merely equivalent' to a
bill of public lands to accept the Lceompton Consti-
tution, and went on to say that the Conference sub-
stitute was a poor, maimed, imperfect substitute tor
the bill adopted by the House.

Mr. Hunter, in advocating tlie report of Jhe Com-
mittee, said that the Dill now under consideration,
and the original bill, acknowledged the binding
obligation of tlie Lceompton Constitution. Both
act on the principle of recognising no right to sub-
mit the Constitution to the people. The ordinance
and nothing else is submitted. There is no sueli
thing as submitting the Constitution. They ac-
knowledge no power to change or modify the Con-
stitution, except in the way indicated in that instru-
ment, and therefore, he and his friends, in advocat-
ing the proposition, preserved their consistency.

After a long discussion as to whether the subject
should be postponed, the Senate finallyagreed to
make it the special order for 1J2 o'clock to-morrow.

Adjourned.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Mr. I'ettit, from the Select Committee appointed
to inquire into the facts and circumstances attend-
ing the sale of the Fort Snelling property, made a
report from the majority. He said the Committee
was not so fortunate as to conic to an agreement
relative to the facts.

In reply to a suggestion of Mr. Crow's he re-
plied that there was nothing in it implicating a
member of either branch of Congress. He moved
that the report be laid on tlie table and that it beprinted and made the special order for the 18th ofMay.

Mr. Burnett made a minorityreport, which was
ordered to take the same direction.

Mr. Hughes asked leave to otter a resolution to
censure Mr. Spinner, for committing a breach of
privilege, order and decorum of the House?the lat-
ter having yesterday asked to submit a preamble
and resolution proposing the appointment of a Se-
lect Committee of five to inquire into facts and cir-
cumstances by which under the order of a Commis-
sioner of the Land Olliee, Senator Bright and Rep-
resentatives English and Foley, were permitted to
enter six thousand acres of land at the CouncilBluff Land Office.

Mr. Campbell said it was not a breach of privi-
lege on the part of Mr. Spinner. Ifevery membervillitied through the public press should think prop-
er to bring tlie subject to the House, they should
have nothing but question of privilege.

The Speaker decided it was a que'tion of privi-
lege.

Yir. Hughes wished tlie House to set a seal of con-
demnation on this malicious assault i n a Senator
and two Representatives. The House should main-
tain its own dignity and character.

Hie newspaper attack embodied in Mr. Spinner's
resolution was false and scandalous, founded in
ignorance of the public statutes of the country.
He had no doubt that the resolution was concocted
outside of the House.

Mr. Hughes explained that Messrs. Bright, English
and Foley made their locations under the authority
oflaw, from which tie read extracts.

Ho said the proceedings of the House were used
for the purpose of stabbing a Commissioner of the
Land Office, a Senator and two Representatives,
and for this purpose irresponsible and infamousnewspaper attacks were lugged in.

Mr. English made a few remarks relieving him-self from any suspicion of impropriety in loeatin"
land warrants, which was done strictly in accorcß
ance with law. He said if any one charged that
any favor was showv to him in this respect, for the
purpose of influencing his conduct on the Kansasquestion, or any imputation was cast that he was
influenced by other than patriotic motives, he would
pronounce him a liar, coward and paltroon.

Mr. Spinner briefly explained that his object in
offering the resolution referred to yesterday was to
institute an examination into the conduct of the
Commissioner of the General Land Office.

Mr. Campbell condemned the noticing of mere
maligners of public character, through "the news-
paper press.

On motion of Mr. Davis, of Maryland, tlie wholesubject, was laid upon the table.
1 he House then went into Committee of theYVhole

on the state of the Union.
Mr. J. Glancy Jones moved to take up tlie enc-

ral appropriation bills; but this was not agreed to,and the Committee regained the consideration of thebill granting pensions to the soldiers of the war of

After some debate without coming to a vote the
Committee rose and the House adjourned.

THE FORT SNEERING REPORT.
WASHI.NOTON, April27.?Mr. L'cttit, in the Houseto-day made a report from the Committee appointed

to inquire into the circumstances attending the sale
of the Fort Snelling reservation. It concludes with
a resolution that the sale was without authority oflaw; that it was made notwithstanding his know-ledge of the otlicial opinions of his predecessor,
Hon. Jefferson Davis, and of other officers in super-
ior military comma! d, to the contrary, without
consulting with, without the advice, and without
the knowledge of any officer in the service of ant-
rank, leaving the question of the retention of that
Fort to the discretion of the Commissioners ap-
pointed to make the sale; and this action on the

of the Secretary was a grave official fault;
that the Secretary appointed inexperienced and in-
competent men: "that all competition was excluded
at a loss to the government, and that the sale was
at the time and is now, void.

The minority of the committee (Messrs. Burnett
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| and Faulkner) submit a report concluding with

: the following resolution, as a substitute for the
above:

Resolved, That the recent sale of the military
{ reservation at Foil Snclliiig having been made by

the Secretary of War, under the direction of the
President of the United States, in strict conformity
to law; and the evidence reported by the Select
Committee having failed to exhibit any fact or cir-
cumstance tending in the slightest degree to impend
the fairness of the sale or the integrity of anv of
the otlicers or agents of the government concerned
in the same; or to exhibit any fact or circumstance
which should make the said" sale a proper subject
for the opinion and action of this House, it is or-
dered that the committee be discharged from the
further consideration of the subject, and that the
report of said committee be laid upon the table.

The subject is to be considered on the lstlt of
May.

FROM THE PLAINS.
Sr. LOUTS, April27. ?The Santa Fe mail brings

also later news from Capt. Marcy. He had been
overtaken by an express from (ion. Garland direct-
ing him to stop for an escort of four companies;
and Capt. Marcy was accordingly resting on the
Arkansas river, near Bent's Fort."

The RepiMican lias received an extra from the
Fort Smith, Arkansas, Timm. which states that
20,000 Indians were congregated on/he Plains with
the determination of making a descent on the fron-
tier and hostilities had already commenced in some
quarters. The Tinc< attributes the movement to
Brigham A oung to draw otf the troops in Utah to
protect the frontier States.

The Republican emphatically contradicts the state-
ment on authority of a gentleman attached to the
overland mail service, who traveled over the terri-
tories without molestation.

FROM SANTA FE.
Sr. LOUIS, April 27.?The Santa Fe mail of the

Ist of April, has arrived at independence.
Between Fort Union and the Arkansas River the

party encountered violent snow storms, followed by
snow, so severe as to freeze some of the animals.

\\ in. Giddings, a mail contractor on the South-
ern route, was killed by Thomas Smith in an affray
over a game of billiards, at Santa Fe; and in a ren-
counter which occurred between Mr. Preston Bock,
ot the firm of Bock and Johnson, and a man namedGiriuan, the latter was killed and the former dan-gerously wounded.

FROM WASHINGTON.
AY AsuixfiTON, April 27.?A dispatch dated on the

9th inst., has been received at the Navy Depart-
ment from Capt. Hudson, commander of the United
States steamer Niagara, in which lie says four hun-
dred and seventy miles of the telegraph cable bad

been coiled in. The Niagara and Agamemnon, each
would carry 1,400 miles.

( apt. Hudson bad been received with every cour-
tesy. and the officers and men were all well.

Fifty-seven thousand bids were made to the Post
Olliee Department for carrying the mails under thelettings declared yesterday*.

FIRE AT lIAUBOR GRACE, X. F.
BOSTON. April 20.?At Harbor Grace, Newfound-

land, on the night of the 12th inst., a fire broke out
in Tonssaint's Hotel, on Water street, which de-
stroyed the greater portion of the business part of
the place and upwards of fifty bouses. The fire
burned as far east as Le Maroliant street, and west
to Victoria street, leaving only three houses on the
north side and none on the sout h side of the street,
the amount of damage is not known. One firm,
Bunton & Munn, bad.£l2,ooo insurance at St. John.
The particulars of the fire are not given.

SUICIDE OF AN ESTEEMED MERCHANT AT
AUGUSTA. GA.

AUCUSTA, GA., April 26.?Win. T. Ingraliam, of
the bouse of YV. C. Price .X Co., committed suicide
yesterday by shooting himself with a pistol. He-
was a noble and highly esteemed citizen, and was
born at Albany, N. Y . The cause of the act is not
known.

THE WEATHER AT QUEBEC.
QUEBEC, C. April 2d.?This morning is cloudV

and cold, and has the appearance of snow. We had
a hard Irost last night. Thermometer in the Upper
Town, at s A. M. this morning, stood at 34° above
zero; in the Lower Town 3(i°.

THE WEATHER AT CINCINNATI.
CINCINNATI, April 23.?The thermometer last

night ranged from 3-t to 36 deg., and on the out-
side of the city, on the bills, stood at 10% deg.

TRIAL OF MICHAEL MURRAY FOR MURDER.
ELIZABETH, X. J., April 26.?The trial of Mi-

chael Murray, for the murder of Y'an Midler, at
Craneville, some two months ago, came on this
morning in the Union County Court; the lion.Judge Haines presiding.

FROM KANSAS.
ST. LOUIS, April 26.?The Leavenworth Corres-

pondent of the Republican says "That at the
election held on the 21st instant., for members of a
Convention to nominate State Officers, the anti-
Loaven worth Constitution delegates were elected.

TEA SALE.
Nuw 1 ORK, April 27.-?The Tea Sale to-day was,

unsatisfactory.?Greens were sold at lower prices
and the Blacks were nearly all withdrawn.

SHIP NEWS.
NORFOLK, April27.?-Arrived in Hampton Roadsyesterday. British brig Marietta, from Deniararavia Barbadoes, \\ itb a cargo of sugar bound to

Baltimore.

TRIAL OF GENERAL WALKER.
NEW ORLEANS, April 27.?General Walker's trial

for violating the neutrality laws, lias been post-
poned to the fourth Monday In May.

CANAL NAVIGATION.
NEW Y ORK, April 27.?A dispatch from Albynv

says, that the Erie Canal is full of water, and in
excellent condition. There is nothing likelv to in-terfere with the clearance of boats to-morrow.

MARKETS.
NEW A*ORK, April 27.?Cotton is firm?sales of1,200 bales. Flour is firm?sales of 15.000 hbls.

Common to good State $4.15<fi54.30; Ohio, $4.55
51.70; Southern. $4.50(051.75. Wheat hasdeclinedsales of 20,000 bushels?Milwaukee Club 00(0 94
ets.: Western white 125(0 132!o cts.; Red Southern
11 TOO I*2o cts.; White do. 120 (it 126 cts. Corn
Prices have declined I cent for white?sales of 39,-
000 bushels at 72(0-73 cts.; yellow has advanced 1
cent sales at 74(0 70 cts. Pork?Mess bad declined40 cts.-?sales at sls.7s(?rsls.ss; Prime is 10 cts.
lower?sales at $15.40(0 $15.50. Beef is steady.?
Lard generally closed buoyant at 11% (a 12 cts.
Coffee is steady?sales of 4,500 bags to-day. Sun-aris dull?Muscovado 5%(00!,'< cts. Whiskev lias "de-
clined L, cent?sales at 22 cts. Turpentine is heavy
at 4s et s. Rosin is firm at $ 1.52' 7(0 $].55. Rice is
quiet but firm at 3%(04' j cts. Freights are firmer
?Flour for Liverpool taken at Is. Od.

-MOBILE, April 27.?Sale of 1,200 bales of Cottonto day at 11%<0 11% ets. Receipts 3.450 bales.

A curious electric clock lias been invented bv Mr.
Hain (the inventor of a telegraph which conveys
communications to any distance by the discoloration
of saturated paper by electricity). There is no
visible power that actuates it, but in a garden or
other piece of ground is dug a hole four or five feetdeep, and into this hole is thrown a layer of coke
then a layer of earth, and then a few zinc plates.
A feeble but constant galvanic current is generated
by the contact of the earth with the coke be.ow it
and zinc above it, without the aid of any other bat-tery, and this current is conveyed in doors by cop-
per u ires. The wires form a coil round a magnet,
and the electro-magnet thus formed is made to
constitute the bob of the pendulum of the clockand by machinery the electric apparatus gives avibratory motion to the pendulum, and the pendu-
lum in its turn gives motion to the two hands of a
clock.? llij]nlr>Republic,

A few days since a land slide took place at a deep
cut on the Pittsburg and Connelsville railroad, op-
posite to McKeesport, Pa., where there is also asharp curve. A daughter of Mr. John Drave, per-
ceiving the danger to approaching trains, instantly
crossed the river and ran down the track, wavin" a
red handkerchief, by which she succeeded in stop-
ping the train, just in time to prevent a disastrous
collision. The railroad company, byway of appre-
ciation of her bravery and presence of mind, have
given her a free pass over the road for many vears
to come, and made a stopping place for the trainsnear her father's house, for her convenience.

The Philadelphia Bulletin, of Friday afternoon,
adverting to the fact that two other drowned bodies
were found within the city limits within a few
hours of the discovery of the murdered remains of
Mr. F. E. Clark, remarks that there are, in all our
great Atlantic cities, entirely two many waifs of
this description constantly coming to light, and too
few discoveries of the perpetrators.

All persons who served in the Texas revolution,
and the heirs of such as have died, are entitled to
bounty lands; but the legislature of Texas has lim-
ited the time for application to be made, which
time has nearly expired, and when it does expire,
the claimants who have not tlicn applied will be
barred forever ami lose their rights.

The population of some of the principal cities of
Ohio are as follows : Cincinnati, 200,000: Cleveland
00,000; Columbus, 25,000; Dayton, 16,000; Toledo,
14,000; Zanesville, 12,000; Steubenville, 10,000;

Chillicothe, 10,000; Sandusky, 10,000; Springfield,
8,000. No other city has more than 5,000.

On Friday last, an affray took place on Plum
street , Cincinnati, Ohio, between two men named
?loffers, (father and sou) and a policeman named
Blair, in the course of which, Blair struck the elder
.letters, who fell, cutting his head so badly that he
died the same evening. Blair was held in $2,000 to
answer a charge of manslaughter.

The Conecuh (Ala.) Spartan savs that a few days
since, a Mr. I.ynch,-while out turkey hunting, was
fired upon by two brothers, named Wilson, (who
mistook him for their game,) and died in twenty
minutes.

Messrs. Harper A Brother, w ho suspended during
the panic last autumn for the w ant of a small sum
ol money, have resumed in full, having notified
their creditors that hereafter all their notes w ill be
paid at maturity.

.lames Dean is reported to have died of a legacy
at St. Louis. He had the misfortune recently to re-
ceive a fortune from a deceased relative in England
and lived so fast that he used up himself and the
fortune in a few mouths, leaving his family desti-
tute.

On the evening of Saturday, 17th, instant, the
crew of the ship Princess Itiivnl, which had just
arrived at New Orleans, La., from Boston, Mass.,
were arrested in the former city, charged on the
oath of the captain with mutiny"on the high seas.

The Dubuque Northwest, edited by Col. Heath,
and a supporter of the admission of Kansas with
the Lecompton Constitution, has been selected by
the common council of that city as their otlicial
organ.

The New Orleans correspondent of the St. Lonis
Republican savs that (Jen. Walker is preparing for
another expedition against Nicaragua.

The steamship Jamestown, from Norfolk, last
week, took over 300 barrels of early vegetables to
New York.

lil KMMJ 111 TJIi: STUMERS (If'EAN SI'RAV,
KEOKTK \\l) STAB 01' THE WEST,

AT ST. LOUIS.

20 OR 30 LIVES LOST.

The Fire the result of Racing, and of the reck-
less use of Turpentine in the Furnace.

The steamer Ocean Spray took lire on Thursday
afternoon, about 5 o'clock, about tire miles above
St. Louis, in or near Sawyer's bend, above Maga-
zine point, and was burned to the water's edge?
She left St. Louisat lier regular hour, between four
and five o'clock, on her way to Peoria, on the Illi-nois river. At the same time, the Hannibal Citv.one of the regular Keokuk packets, also dropped
out, and botli boats started up the river on a race,
the Ocean Spray having about one hundred yards
the start, both boats having a number of passen-
gers.

The following statements of persons on board
at the time, we take from the St. Louis Democrat:
STATEMENT OF Mil. T. W. BRANDON, SHII'I-INT! CI.EItIC

OF THE HOUSE OF riENNINIiit WOODRUFF, ST. LOOTS.
Mr. lirandon went on board the Ocean Spray, forthe purpose of attending to the shipment of about20(1 bags of salt which the boat was to take on board,

near belcher's sugar refinery. After, however,
both boats were out in the stream, and the race
had fairly begun, the captain informed Mr. Bran-
don that he could not stop for the salt, and would
have to carry him up to Alton, for he wanted to
beat the Hannibal City, which boat was at this
time gaining on the Spray. Mr. Brandon states
that he could see the firemen on the Hannibal City
breaking up rosin and casting it into the furnaces.When the boats were rounding the point above
the city, they were very close together, the Keokuk
packet having steadily gained upon her rival, and
almost coining alongside.

Atthis juncture, the fires of the Ocean Spray
were fed with rosin and turpentine, and with the
increase of steam she was just, beginning to gai..
upon her competitor, when the alarm of fire was
heard. Mr. Brandon says be became alarmed at
the heat ot the boilers, and thinking there was
some danger ot an explosion, went up on the hur-ricane deck, and passed back until be was over theladies cabin. He says there was considerable ex-
citement on board, and many were extremely anx-ious to bet on the success of their boat. He says
he bad been standing over the ladies' cabin but a
few minutes, when lie was startled bv a faint crv of
'lire!' coming very indistinctly from the forward part
of the boat. This cry was immediately followed by
several shouts, and casting his eye toward the pilot
house, he saw the pilot give the wheel a very sud
den turn, and noticed that the boat, which was abouttwenty yards out in the stream, began to bead for
shore. At this the confusion was great, and
the cries of the passengers began to be fearful and
agonizing. The women and children, crazed with
alarm, w ere heard in the cabin below, while the
hoarse shouting of the men in front made the mo-
ment most terrible. His first impulse directed him
to rush forward. He ran to the wheel-house steps,
and had placed one foot on the first step, when a
rush of llaines and smoke from below drove him
back; then ran along the roof-until just forward of
the pilot house, and before the boat'had struck theshore, jumped for his life, landing safely on the
shore, somewhat shocked and numbed from the fall,
but not seriously hurt.

Just as be landed, a heavy trunk passed over bis
bead and knocked his cap oil'. Having recovered
bis lullpowers, he began to throw into the river
sticks of wood, which he gathered from a log-heap
near the spot. V bile doing this lie was the wit-
ness of some of (lie most agonizing scenes. The
head of tile boat having struck the shore with much
violence, ami the wheels still being kept, in motion,
slie began to shove along and tip the bank until her
further progress was arrested by the steamer Koo
kuk, which was lying up at that point for repairs,
the movement of the wheels, and the strong wind
blowing at the time, seemed to force the stern of
the boat out from the shore and up the stream,
which resulted in the more speedy burning of the
after part of the boat, and made the escape of the
ladies and children more perilous than before.

Ihe Hannibal City, seeing the smoke and con
jocturing the cause, dropped oil' towards the Illi-nois shore, and manning lier yawl sent it over
to assist those who were compelled to jump in the
water.

The yawl, also, on the Ocean Spray was manned,
but became so unmanageable bv reason of the num-
bers that clung to it that it drifted down thestreain
a hundred yards before landing, though it was not
more than ten yards from the shore.

Mr. Brandon says the men, as a general thing,
jumped, and reached the shore safely, though lie
saw four of them hanging to one big out in the
river. Three of them were on the upper side of it
and one on the lower. The log kept turning over
and over towards the man on the lower side, until
he, becoming exhausted with bis dibits to keep on
it, sank below tin- surface and was drowned.

lie also saw a lady who was endeavoring to keep
herself up by a small piece ot a board not more than
a foot square. Her dress lor a time, seemed to buoy
her, but becoming thoroughly saturated, the piece
of wood was iiisullicicnt. Slie would sink almost
below the surface, and then by a strong dibit
straighten her body, throw back lier bead and still'
en her arms, but all of no avail. She sank and
was seen no more.

| Mr. Brandon says that the spectacle from tlie
shore was most heart-rending. The ladies at first

! tried to save their ba*rja**e, some of them throwing-
in their trunks and then jumping in after them;
others were concerned only for themselves and their
children, and ran wildlyabout screaimiij; and ci v
iny tiir help. As the flames approached, tln*v
swung themselves down from the guards, while one
or two were seen to slide down the ropes and posts

| at the rear. How many were sunk or lost cannot
| he ascertained, nor even guessed at now. There
were some fifteen or twenty women on board, and

[ some eight or ten are all that arc thought to be
saved.

! Several horses, which were fastened in stalls bc-
I hind the wheel-house, were burned up. The kick
ings, ravings, and huuian-like cries of these poorbrutes, as the flames wrapped them around, are de-
scribed as most terrible and alllicting.

Alter the upper part of'the boat had nearly beenconsumed, an explosion of a keg of powder tookplace in the hold, which added to the consternationol those on shore. Mr. Brandon describes one wo
man who was buoyed up bv her clothing until shefloated down against the Star of the West, where
she was assisted by a gentleman, who extended her
a long sapling or pole, to which she clung, untilsome gallant Irishman swam in and rescued her.Mr. Brandon savs he saw one family, of a man,his wife and two little girls, who all"got off safe,but were lamenting the loss of their little boy, who
they said was burned up. He also saw the body ofa deck hand pulled out below the Star of the West,
late was extinct.
STATEMENT OF MR. J. 11. DENIBTON?HOW THE BOAT WAS

SET OX FIRE.
Mr. Dcniston is from Lynchburg, Ohio, and was

on his way to Florence, oil the Illinois liver. Hehad a trunk containing money and articles of ap-parel valued at $lOO, which was lost. He savs
when the boat started out the Hannibal City backedout just behind her, and when under good headway,
she was ahout one hundred yards in the rear.?
lie says that when the Ocean Spray was within
about a mile of where she took fire, lie saw theHannibal City gaining on her, ami the command
was given to put turpentine in the furnaces. He
says lie had heen very much interested in the race,
ami had taken a position in front, where the steps
came down together, so that he could see them
firing up. They first threw in rosin, and then the
mate suggested turpentine.

1 lie captain was by when the order was given,
ami some of the men went down into the hold andbrought up a barrel of turpentine, which had beenconsigned to some person in Peoria. The man took
an axe and split a hole in the head of. the barrel,
and then, under orders of the mate, dipped the fluid
<ut, and threw it over the coal that was lvingby.?This was not expeditions enough, and the head of
the barrel was knocked in, and a bucket with a
piece of rope to it was used to dip out the turpen-
tine. Ihe barrel at this time was standing not
more than six feet from the furnace doors. Afterdipping irith the bucket and sprinkling the coal, sticks
af wood were tab u up and their emU plunged into the
barrel, and thru laid down between tin barrel and fur-nace. While lying there, one of the firemen in
pullingout his rake, jerked a live coal, as is sup-
posed, on the wood, when it was immediately ig-
nited, and blazed up furiously.

The mate swore at the men and ordered tlioin to
throw water on the fire. The water seemed to
drive the flames to the barrel, which was soon all
ablaze. The mate grew furious, and cursin- the
hands, ordered tliem to throw the barrel overboard.In attempting to do this the barrel was upset , and theburning fluid in an instant spread all over the deck,
and poured in fiery torrents down into the hold.?
Atthis the cry of fire was shouted, and the alarmbecame general.

Mr. Dcniston says he immediately ran up stairsfor his baggage, which was in thestate room No. 2<>.
lie dragged his trunk and carpet sack as far as theclerk s office, when he saw the flumes coming in at
the door in front of him. He dropped his trunk
and utnhrella, and made a dash for the stairway
through the flames. Somehow, he says, lie readi-ed the bottom of the stairs, hut not without having
his hair and eyebrows pretty badly singed.?
Here, at the forward deck, he found a crowd of
men all waiting for the boat to strike the shore.?
He jumped when the rest did, and landing safely hehegan to throw into the river all the pieces of wood
or logs lie could gather on the shore. While on
the shore lie saw the women rushing over the top
of the boat, some on the hurricane roof, andsome, even, with their children, up on the texas, allimploring tor hcln and screaming from the fright

im i moment * "e saw one mother bring tlirec
children to the edge of the hurricane root, the old-est living probably ahout ton years old. She firstcaught her youngest in her arms, and gave it adesperate fling. It struck the shore with greatviolence, and must have heen seriously injured.?
Jhe second child she could not throw so far, and itfell in the water, where its little hands, paddlinv

above the surface, arrested the attention of somegentlemen who reached in ami saved it. The thirdchild, being so heavy, fell farther from shore, andwould probably have drowned hut for some noble-
hearted man, who having witnessed the efforts ofthe heroic mother, plunged in head foremost, andbrought the child to the surface and to the shore.lhc mother afterwards leaped in the water and wasrescued.

Mr Heniston says some four or fivewomen werefound clinging to one woman who was holding 'onto the rudder of the Star of the West.
llie captain, clerks, pilots and mate were saved,

saved
* one > called Hank, were

He saw some poor Irishman sitting on a low crv-
ing over the loss of his brother

?

Mr. Dcniston relates that while the Uamos wereraging, lie saw some poor w oman at the railing just
in trout of the w heel house. Those on shore shout

..It°J uuip,which attempted to do, but wascaught by her clothing, and swung in under the
tailing, down into the engine room, where all was
one blaze ol lire.

Mr. Deniston thinks there cannot have been lessthan twenty lives lost, lie thinks there was some
! or 70 passengers in all, and a good many of these
deck passengers.

THE LIFE PRESERVERS.
The state-rooms were all supplied properly with

life-preservers, very few, if any at all, of which

i seemed to hat e been used. The lightning-likespeed
' tvilh which the flames sped along the boat, may

hare prevented any access to them bv the alarmed
passengers and crew, who had run hither and thith-
er in order to see from whence the flames pro-
ceeded.

THE BOOKS AND THE NUMBER OK PASSENGERS.
Mr. Russell, the clerk, made an attempt to secure

the books, but failed. lie supposes the number id'
cabin passengers to have been between ill) and 10.
One of them was named J. M. Davidson, of Lewis-
ton, Ills. There were also J. McCroskey and lady
of Rusbyille, Ills., who were saved.

HOW THE KEOKUK WAS BUBNEB.

The starboard wheel of the Ocean Spray, after
she reached the bank, continued to revolve, and
brought her close to the stern of, and a little be-

j tween the Keokuk and the shore. There she re-
mained until the tire was thoroughly communicated
to the Keokuk.

The latter was secured to the shore by strong
chains. She burned to the water's edge, and now
lies sunk, at the bank. There was probably nobody
on board but a watchman, and he doubtless es-
caped.

PERSONS SAVED.
Waldo Marsh, captain; John Russel, first clerk;

J. SL Salisbury, second clerk; Walker Leiteh, pilot;
Hugh Davis, pilot; William Spargoe and Stephen
Sparge-, engineers; Daniel Wolff", mate; George
Si obi, steward; Mathins Consin, bar-keeper; ,
(colored,) chambermaid; , (colored,) porter,
believed to bo.

HOW THE STAR OK TIIE WEST WAS BURNED.
Ihe steamer Star ot the West, which was lying

about, three hundred yards below the Keokuk, es-
caped the lire until about 10 o'clock, on Thursday
evening, when the hull of the Keokuk, which had
burned loose Iroin its moorings, came floating down

j past the Mar ot tlie West. The watchman of the
boat and several members of the Mound Fire Com-
pany, were aboard, and while the burning hull was
passing, did everything in their power to save the
boat, and supposed they had succeeded.

About ten minutes after the burning wreck had
passed, lire broke out in the after part of the cabin
of the Star ol the West, and in a short time the boat
was burned to the water's edge. Some old trees
and brush near tlie boat had taken fire from the
Keokuk, and one report had it that the fire on the
Star of the West was communicated from these;
hut it is more likelythat the hull of the Keokuk, in
passing, left sparks and burning cinders enough in
some hidden quarter of the boat to set her in a
blaze.
VALUATIONAND INSURANCE OF THE OCEAN SPRAY, STAR

OF THE WEST ANDKEOKUK.

The Ocean Spray was owned by Capt. Waldo
Marsh, and was accounted one of the fastest boats
on the Western rivers. She was built one year
ago, at a cost of $:!fi,000, and was insured iu Pitts-
burgh to the amount of $16,500. Another policy of
insurance for $l,OOO expired on the ttliof the pres-
ent month.

The Keokuk was built three years ago, and was
considered worth $50,000, the cost of her construc-
tion having been $50,000. She was owned by the
Keokuk Packet Company, and insured in St. Louis
offices, for $lO,OOO, against tire only She was lay-
ing up for repairs, and was taken" to the vicinity
where she was burned, as a place where she would
be /V nr/niiiit Jirc.

The Star of the West was owned bv Captain M.
Olilman, her commander; Lawrence Olilman pilot:
and Messrs. Win. H. Pearson, Espy & Duller, all of
St. Louis. She was valued at from $20,000 to $20,-
000 and insured lor $lO,OOO, as follows: In the Eu-
reka. ol Pittsburg, $5,000; Monongahela, id' Pitts-
burg, $1,000: Citizens' of Pittsburgh, $1,000; Globe
01 St. Louis, $2,000; and Cnited States, of St. Louis,
$l,OOO.

She was a very good Missouri River Packet?-
laid up for a slioi t time?but was to have come down
to the landing yesterday to resume business in the
Missouri.

CITY INTELLIGENCE
TUB NATIONAL SRIFATRRRR ASSOCIATION.?The

twelfth annual meeting of this organization enm-
lnences its session in the Maryland Institute this
morning at 10 o'clock. The officers of the Associa-
tion were chosen at their last session, in Albany,
and are as tollows : Prof, .letfries Wyman, Presi-
dent; Prof. dno. E. Ilolhrook, Vice President;
Prof. Joseph Lovering, Permanent Secretary; Prof.M illiam Chauvenet, General Secretary; Dr. A. L.Klwyn, Treasurer.

The local committee of arrangements on the part
of Haitimore, of which Mayor Swann is chairman,
and Dr. i.ewis H. Steiner secretary, held a meet-
ing yesterday afternoon, to complete their intro-
ductory labors, when a letter was read from Col.
Brcwciton, invitingthe Association to visit Fort
Sellers, and announcing his intention to accompany
them. Another letter was read from Major W. H.
French, ot Fort Mellenry, inviting them to visit
there on Saturday, and witness a drill of the artil-
lery of the Station; also one from Dr. .1. .1. Graves,
to vi-.it the House of Kefiige: also an invitation from
Dr. George X. Raton, to visit the I'ublie Schools;
and similar invitations to visit the Church Homeand Infirmary, on Broadway, and the Mechanical
Bakery?ail of which were'accepted by the Com
111 it tee. to lie delivered to the Association.

Mayor Swann announced that a letter from Maj.
French informed him that the Secretary of War de-signed being present when the Association visited
the Fort; and requested to lie advised of the time:
and upon tiis suggestion, the Committee passed a
resolution inviting that gentleman to join in the
excursion, and directing the Secretary to communi-
cate such action to him.

A resolution tendering an invitation to his excel-
lency the I'resident, the Vice I'resident, and the
remaining members of the cabinet, to he present on
the occasion, was also passed: as also resolutions
invitingthe participation of all the armv and naval
ollieeis at present in the city and at the Fort.

\\ in. H. oung. Esq., from a committee on thatsubject, reported that the Association would he ad-
mitted to the Washington Monument free of
charge.

l>r. Stciner, from the committee having in
charge the procuring of a steamer for the excur-
sion proposed, reported that they had secured the
steamer Pocahontas, which had been tendered free
of expense by president McKim, of the I'owhatan
Steamship Company.

At Id o'clock this morning the visitors will be re-
ceived at the Institutebv the local committee with an
address of welcome by Mayor Swann, when the asso-
ciation will proceed to a business organisation, and
inorder to facilitate their proceedings the societv
will be divided into sections, each of which will
have in charge a special branch of science.

The statement that ex-President Fillmore would
be present appears to have been premature, as wc
are now informed that a telegram from him an-
nounces his inability to attend.

In addition to the excursion down the bay and
visits to other points of interest, the association will
partake of several banquets. These willbe inaugu-
rated to-morrow evening by one tendered by Mavbr
Swann, at the Assembly Rooms. to he followed* bv
one by the Historical Society, at the Athemeum,
as also a number of others by some of our leading
private citizens.

The main hall of the Institute has been so divided
as to make two meeting rooms thereof, while oneof the upper rooms in the north wing of the build-
ing has been repaired with the same view. These
arrangements were perfected under the superin-
tendence of Wni. 11. Young, Esq., Dr. Steiner, and
the Actuary of the Institute, Mr. Selby.

Tut: McDoxnrjfi ESTATE. ?In the First Ilranch of
the Council, yesterday afternoon. Mr. Wood offer-
ed the annexed resolutions relative to the issu-
ing of executions against this estate, 011 account ofthe Maryland Colonization Societv, anil the Or-
phan Boys' Society. They were unanimously adopt-
ed :

/irxo/fvi/, hi/ the fivnt 11ii'l Hernial hrniirheft of the
t iti/ Coma it. That thev have learned with astonish-
ment, that the American Colonization Society has
been so injudicious in the selection of its counsel,
as to retain in its behalf, the services of the said
'l. S. Clarke; and, that, in so far as the action of
the said T. S. Clarke in thus ordering execution
to be issued against the MeDonogh estate, is sanc-tioned by the said Society, its conduct w ill be re-
garded by this Council, as utterly at variance with
every dictate of courtesy and respect to the memory
of its benefactor, and tending only to excite thecontempt and indignation of the citizens of New
Orleans anil Baltiino.e.

lien lived tthtOj That if the American Colonization
Society has become so straightened in its financial
resources, or so eager to convert into money, the
bequest given to it by its benefactor, as to sanction
executions issued at the instance of its counsel,
against the estate of Mr. MeDonogh, ina manner cal-
culated only to embarrass the proper and equitable
.settlement of his estate, and divert into the pockets
of Mr. Clarke, tends designed by Mr. MeDonogh to
be bestowed upon objects more worthy of his re-
gard?the sooner the said Society removes the said
1. S. Clarke, and goes into liquidation, the less dis-
grace willit bring upon its name and the noble ob-
jects for which it was oriljiiiallJ designed and
organized.

THE BAI.TIMOIIE UNITED FHIK DEPARTMENT. ? After
the closing of our report of the proceeding of this
body, 011 Monday night last, itadopted a motion
to line the Frankling Fire Company §l4, upon thecharge ol filing into the membership of the Colum-
bian on the evening of the 2.Tt.h of March last, atthe corner of Block and Hough streets.

The remaining charge upon which they had been
convicted?that of firing into the hose carriage of
the Columbian, on the corner of Pratt and Lie-litstreets, on the evening of the 'ititli of March, andmortally shooting Edward Worthington, was read

A motion to aflix the penalty of $2OO for this of-
fence was negatived, and one to make the penalty§lOO adopted by a vote of 18 yeas to 2 nays.

A RRF.STS.? Sylvester Thomas was arrested onMonday night by otlicers Jones and Harris, of theEastern Distriot. on the charge of destroy iim-"a citvwatch box. Justice Crillin fined him $i arid costs,and committed him to jail in default of payment.
Ihe same individual was arrested yesterday, bv

onicer liatchelor, of the Eastern District, charged
with assaulting and striking George Trvdel. "lie
was held on security to answer the charge before
the Criminal Court by Justice Griffin.

PREPARING.- ?The work of tearing down the build-
ings situate at the southeast corner of bight ami
Baltimore streets has commenced, audio the course
of two or three weeks the foundation will he ready
for the erection of the three warehouses heretofore
described, for Charles K. Carroll, Esq. It is ex-
pected they will be finished and ready for occupan-
cy by the first of September. The contracts thusfar given out are: Stone work, J. Whitelaw; car-
penter's work, J. Gilbert; iron work, Havward
Bartlett & Co.

PROPERTY SALES.? Mr. Samuel H. Cover, Auc-
tioneer, sold yesterday at the Exchange, a lot of
ground situate on the south side of Franklin street
near Oregon, having a front of 30 feet with a depth
of 142 feet, to Win. Conine, Esq., for sxf>o.

In the afternoon on the premises, the same auctioncer sold the two-.tory brick dwelling with brickback build ui};. No. 120 Sharp street, fronting 15'..feet, with depth o lOteet. subject to an annualground rent of sJI, to Mr. Win. B. Berry for $l,-

SoßQicAt. OPERATION?A difficnlt operation was
performed one day during the past week at theIjoti! >arl street Infirmary upon the person of a
Aouug man named Jeremiah Dillon, which consisted
in removing of three-fourths of the collar bone.
Ihe patient was put under the influence of chloro-
form, and the operation performed in the pres-
ence of a large number of the profession by Prof.
George W. Miltenberger.

! ARRIVAL or THE BOSTON STEAMER THESM.,,, I
William Jenkins, under eominand of ( n.t \\"

* V
Halle,t, reaclu,! wharf at s

i morning. She brought a very lull bright ;llll| .1

| following passengers: -William W. Win;-,,., V
I Fish, C. F. West and Mary Dudy, of Boston- cimYHumphry, of Baltimore: and Mrs. K. Lorine iI Denvers, Mass. The Jenkins leaves here on Satu'r
| day, and will take out a large cargo and a con-idj erable number of passengers.

SHOOTING CASE. ? Vesterday morning a shootin"occurred on Howard street, at the house ofMr. r. Guerand, in which Mr. G. received three ball-in the lettarm and one in the left ear. The a? ii|
ant was a man named J,dm Gloudell, a relative ~f

t'lo a "air, it is said, grew out of family
difficulties. Gloudell was arrested by officer Bar"i i, and held for a further examination by Ju-tii-Marrow.

.Vai.i-.sr. John Baldwin was arrested yesterdayho heer Hot- of the Middle District, on the

The \u25a0ifth!r a^n"

.'"r !' nd ,H' iltinS Charles Welch.

C ilc \u2666.

° culr J,( ' vesterday morning, on South

evcitiMii nt '
Ti

an cpeate< * ,o '' time considerable
Me is wlo i ws taken before Jut ire

before court.
"* l " ans "'er t,le charge

Do n raoM ?. s KtmiiKs.-Therolored boy, ownedS^i; 1 i:i. ieott's Mills, who met with

which his k'l.'ll 'V' 1.' 1!'0 a 1 ,imt' since, bv
on Frill'iv h f I'! ?" frl! t ar,n " fracture,l, dieil
after h ivini"' iOU, ' ,:u 'd street I ntirmarv,hating guttered amputation of the limb.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY" COrxcil
RKUULAK SESSION.

~ ~ TUESDAY, April27, 1ft.58.1 M.sr BRANCH. The branch met. Present Jno.1. rord, Lsq., president.

l!*rve*v the remonstrance of CeoW W illiamson and others, against Hie opening ofa ten toot. alley near the intersection of Eutaw andBiddle streets. Referred to the Committee onHighways.
Mr. Clark presented a petition from T. J. Carsonami others, asking for the opening of Park streetfrom ,ts present terminus at Richmond stivei'through to <irundy street. Referred to the Cominiitee on Highways.
Mr. Wood, from the Committee on the MeDono-hbequest, offered a preamble and resolutions, condetuning the action of the American ColonizationSociety, in the course they have thought tit to pur-sue ni relation to said bequests. Adopted unani

Mr. G anville, from the Joint Standing Committee on Claims, submitted a report and resolution di
reetmg the Register to pay to Gilbert 11. Brv-onthe MIIIIid $ I lor work done by order of the'Cit iCouncils and City Commissioner in the year C7
Raid on the table.

Mr. Drvdcn submitted a resolution authorizing
the resident r.f the Board of Commissioners of the

1 üblic Schools, in conjunction with the City Reci-ter, to borrow the sum of $25,000 for the'suppoi tof the public schools. Referred to the Joint Stand
ing ( oiniiiittee on Public Schools.Mi. Drvdcn submitted an ordinance in relation totlie bestowal of the Peabodv medals to the maleand female graduates of the High Schools.Mr. Dukcliart submitted an ordinance relative tothe members and clerks of the City Councils. Laidon the table.
.!' Ll:in v ill,*caMod up the revised ordinance, \o.4-. lor the appointment of a Water Hoard, and to

''r'o'i!- increased supply of water 11 the city
ol l.altimore from Jones' Falls. Adopted.

1 he revisedl ordinances were then taken up. and
too Branch adjourned.

SrroND ItkAscu. The Hraneh met pursuant toadjournment. John I!. Seidenstricker I'resident,
in the chair, and all the inemhers present.Mr. Hintze presented the petition of Jas. I'olk.asking payment of a claim for property condemned tobe used as a portion of Mattery Square, iteferredto the Committee on Claims.

.Mi. K irk.calledup t lie revised ordinance to on
force' Useful regulations and to abate nuisances,
which was amended and passed.

Mr. Herring submitted a resolution forbidding
the owners and drivers of hacks from using South
< alvert street as a stand for their vehicles. Adopt
ed.

Mr. Kirk submitted a resolution authorizing thRegister to return James Masgrave certain paper
relating to the repairing of a wall on Jones' FallsAdopted.
. The ordinance to provide for completing the newjailwas received from the First Hraneh and laid onthe table.

A report from the Conference Committee on theappropriation for the House of Refuge, with a re<o
jut ion appropriating Sllt.Otto for the support of thatinstitution, was received from the First liranch and
laid on the table.

A resolution adverse to the claims of Drs. Smalland Colburn for additional services as vaccinephysicians, was received from the First Hraneh andconcurred in.
A resolution to pay certain expenses of fitting up

the olliee of the City Collector was received fromtlie first Hraneh and concurred in.
A resolution to pay certain expenses of repairin \u25a0the station houses ami watch boxes was receivedfrom tlm First Hraneh and laid on the table.
Messrs. Hintze. Simins and Gordon were ap-pointed a Committee of Conference on the policeordinance, pursuant to request of the First Hraneh.
Adjourned until this afternoon.

LAW INTELLIGENCE
Ciun IT Cot HT or TIIK Cxrmi Srvrrs ?Before

Hon. William Fell Giles, Judge. The following
business was transacted yesterday ?

United States r. Charles W. Kei lin and WalkerM. Inuilinson, indicted on the charge of indicting
cruel and unusual punishment upon George W. Wif
liaius, a seaman employed on hoard the barque Rain
how. The juries in both these eases being unable toagree upon a verdict, were discharged. The jury
ill the ease ol Kcrlin is the second one that has beenimpanneled and tailed to agree upon a verdict.

I 'nited States r,. Charles 11. Grant ami Geor.'e1 urnngton, indicted on the charge of iiianslaifhtm-,
in the alleged killing of John Wilson, a seaman of
the American ship Therese, on the highseas, liv heal
ing him. Capt. J. A. Holmes, Jas. Kearney,"Sain'l
Malum- ami Hanson Smith have also been indictedas parties to tin* same oflence, but have not vetbeen arrested. Messrs Addison and llanan pre
cuting; W\ I'. Wbyte for defendants.

Charles Reed ami William Smith, who were em-
ployed on the vessel as seamen, were called and testitled that John Wilson was beaten over the hcudhv
( aptain Holmes with a belaying pin and that histemple hone was broken by the blows inflicted: al-
ter he was thus injured he was stripped and tied up
to the rigging, when he was beaten by one after an-other ot the men, by orders ol tin' captain, until fie
was kept in a position of torture about three (gar-ters ot an hour, the captain standing by at the timewith a pistol and revolver in his hands and threatened to serve the men in the same manner iftliev
refused to obey him; when taken down from the
rigging Wilson went to his berth and was again removed and beaten by the captain, and died whilst
the injury was being inflicted. The captain wasthought to be insane and the mate took charge of
the vessel.

Dr. buckler was called, and gave an opinion thata fracture of the temple bone would produce death,
that death from that cause, would not iininrdiatclv
ensue upon the infliction of the wound, hut the iiijured person might survive some The evi-
dence was recited to him, and he remarked that the
fracture would lie sufficient to cause death, andthat the whipping would not accelerate it. lie re
cited an instance that came under his observation,
where a person had received a similar fracture and
had survived several hours.

The case was submitted to the jury, without nr
gumcnt, and a verdict of not guilty rendered.

COl-RT OF CoMStor l'l.KAS.?Before Hon. Win. 1Marshal, .fudge. The following business was tram
acted yesterday :

George If. Johnston r*. James E. Davis. Motion
in arrest of judgment, argued and overruled,

n 'V-M "all and honey, garnishees of W.b. Kibbey. Motion to enter a judgment for the de-fendant HUH OHITHHTE vtrdi'llt. Motion overruled.

SI'PKEME COIIUT OF THE I MTKD STATES.
MONDAY, April 2(1.

Henry Melville Parker, Esq., of Massachusetts
was admitted an attorney and counsellor of thicourt.

No. (11.?Timothy S. Hoodman. plaintill'inerror,
VH. John Si moods. In error to the Circuit. Court, olthe United States for the district of Mission i. Mr.
Justice Clifford delivered flic opinion of the court,reversing the judgment of the said Circuit Court,
with costs, and remanding the cause, with direr
tions to award a venire farim,

No. KS. Alfred Ingrahaiiit o/.,assignees in trust
of the (framl Hull'R. 11. and Banking Company, up
pellants, r*. Henry S. Daw son, administrator of
Moses Groves, deceased, et 01. The argument of
this cause was commenced by Mr. Strawbridge for
the appellants, and continued by Mr. Benjamin for
the appellees.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o'clock.

MARYLAND AFFAIRS
ALLEGHANY COUNTY.

Co.w. Tu AUK.?Last week llit' coal shipments from
the various collieries in the Maryland coal tichl
amounted to 12,438.18 tuns. Of this aggregate tin;

George's Coal and Iron Company 's Kailroad brought
down 4,842,15 tons; the Cumberland and I'onn.-vl
vania Uoad 5,11113,11 tons, and tho Hampshire Coalaud Iron Company's Itoad 1,7!2,12 tons. Total for
tho year, 84,3H!t,i8.

UrsixKss ox THE CAXAI..?For the week ending
on Saturday last. 70 boats left this citv for Geoi
town and Alexandiia, laden with 8,3(i1i tonsofcoTil.
The total number of boats for tin- season is 2x7. andthe total tonnage 31..170 tons. The canal is still re-ported in excellent boating order throughout.

Capt. Brown, of the ship Black l'rince, reported
as having put into Bio on the 27th of February,
writes to the owners in Boston, that when the v.-sel was 1J days out, in consequence of some dilli
cult v, he ordered one of the men to be put in irons.
I he man on hearing this drew his knife from hisbelt and stabbed Capt. B. in two places. The would
bo-assassin, with othors, however, was eventually
put in irons, but it being soon alter discovered that
a concerted plan to make further trouble was on
foot, Capt. llrown made for Kio with all possible
dispatch, and landed seven of the mutineers at that
port. The ship then left for home on the 3rd of
?March. Capt. Brown, though wounded severely,
is not considered iti a dangerous condition.

Several of the Western Kailroad Companies have
reduced their tariffon breadstulls, with a view to

urge the old crop into market, and the charges on
the lakes anil canals have also been reduced. An
increased business it is said is already apparent in
consequence of this competition.

The legislature of Pennsylvania has made a small
change in the usury laws of that Slate. The law
heretofore has forbidden all rates of interest above
six per cent., and the penalty for a greater rate was
the forfeit of the money or things lent. In 1x42.
railroad and canal companies were made excep
tions to the general law regulating interest. The
new law allows contracts to be made as high as 8
per cent.

Ship Sam Dunning, 1,596 tons, built at Bruns-
wick, Me., lias just cleared at Mobile for Liverpool,
with 2,823,843 lbs. of cotton.
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