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The State of Maryland is behind the age in more
respects than one. She has failed to establish a
uniform system of education; she has fixed the
legal rate of interest at six per cent., and by her
statutes against usury has crippled the movements
of trade. If ignorance is bliss, there is at least one
person to every householdfin the State, who may
be said to enjoy perfect happiness, for nearly a
sixth part of the whole population of the State can
ncither read nor write. Whether the morals of
the people, or their capacity for self-government
are improved by their primitive condition, we
leave it for political economists to determine. It
is natural, however, that where ignorance prevails,
business enterprise should be fettered by antiquated
laws, and by prejudices that had their origin in
the dark ages of the world’s history. The man
who first caused two blades of grass to grow where
but one blade grew before, has been eulogized as a
Lenefactor to his country, and if example is at all
times better than precept, we have only to look
around and see what others have done, to understand
wherein we ourselves are deficient. One glance is
sufficient to satisfy us that the most thrifty and
prosperous members of the confederacy are those
whose systems of public education have been estal-
lished on a uniform bs and we find, moreover,
that the longer theze systems have been in practical
operation, the more general has the diffusion of
knowledge hecome, while the merale of the people

“in the minds of many persons, who have been ‘
‘‘grievously beaten, that it is better to endure
present evil than, by lodging a complaint, take
“‘the risk of assassination.’’

The Police Reports of New Orleans indicate that |
this fearful condition of things has, of late, grown
worse instead of better, and that in no other city
in the UNi0N, are s0 many crimes committed in |
proportion to the population. And yet,
face of facts like these, it has been boldly asserted
that New Orleans is not an ill-governed city. We
are not undertaking to justify the organization
of a Committee of Vigilance; but when the Mer-
chants, Bankers, and Professional Men of a great
city, are charged with being anarchists, we deny
that Property has any such tendencies. Property
is conservative in the bighest degree, and men of
substance would rather endure, with patience, any
evils that are not absolutely unbearable, than run
the risk of making bad worse, by encouraging a
change either in existing governments, or in ob-
jectionable institutions. But when crime grows
insolent, and the laws cease to afford adequate
protection either to the person or property of peace-
ably disposed citizens, is it any marvel if the latter
seek to pluck the flower, safety, from the nettle,
danger, by striking at lawlessness with its own
weapons ? Itis not the ruffians of a community
that organize Vigilance Committees; but the men
who are opposed to ruffianism, and who have felt
themselves constrained to adopt desperate means
to meet a desperate emergency. ‘‘To exccrate
“vigilance committees,”’ says the New York Cour-
ier and Enquirer, “and yet do nothing against the
“abominations which provoke Vigilance Commit-
“tees into existence, is vain and foolish. Social
“‘order is an absolute, supreme, necessity. 1f not
“preserved by the ballot-box, it will be done by
“the cartridge-box. The more the latter is ab-
“horred the better; but just in proportion as we
“abhor it should we prize the ballot-box, and exer
“ourselves to keep it pure, und make it fulfil the
¢tgraad end of its existence. But when, as in San
¢i'rancisco, the ballot-boxes themselves are con-

<

has beéen proportionately improved. How then
can we hope to rid ourselves of our absurd restric-
tions upon trade, or to rival our contempors<ies in
enferprise, unless we provide, as they 0, for the
intellectual advancement of “the poorer classes ?
What reason indeed have we te hope for judicious
legislation, so long as eack countyin the State is
vested with power to 20 as it pleases with respect
to its public schools, and may decline
altogether to provide for their maintenance?—
In 1850, our Constitution mongers, in the plen-
itude of their wisdom, fixed for ten years, the legal
rate of interest at six per cent. per annum, and
this too, at a time when Ohio was inviting the
investments of capitalists by the offer of eight per
cent. perannum, and New York by tendering seven
per cent. per annum.  Pennsylvania, like Mary-
land, still continued to fix her legal rate of interest
at six per cent. but the drain upon her capital has
admonished her of the necessity for relaxing the
stringency of her usury laws, and theinfluence of
the superior inducements held out to the employ-
ment of capital in other States of the Union has
prompted her to passalaw dispensing with all pen-
alties—beyond the forfeiture of the exeess of interest
—for taking more than six per cent. per annum, and
establishing the validity of the contract, no matter
what the rate of interest may have been, unless re-
dressissought in the Courfs within six months from
the date of the transaction. So far then Pennsylva-
nia has done well. But we regard this as only
the entering wedge to further legislation upon a
(uestion of vital importance to commercial men.—

s an example worthy of imitation by the State
of Maryland. 1In France, Holland, Spain, and
Piedmont, the restraints of usury have been re-
moved. In those countries the old ‘“‘non-pro-
theory concerning money has been ef-
fectually exploded. Money is now regarded “as a
commodity, and its market value like that of any
other commodity, is made to depend upon the rela-
tion of the demand to the sapply. If the demand
for money is great, and the supply small, the rate
of interest increases; but if, on the other hand, the
supply of money is abundant, and the demand is
light, the rate of interest declines. So heneficial to
the interests of Commerce has this entire abroga-
tion of the usury laws been found in England and
on the Continent, and so thoroughly convinced are
the ablest for financiers that all restrictions
upon the trade in money are more injurious to the
borrower than the lender, that the only regret now
manifested is that the old statutes inst usury
¢hould have been  suffered to remain in force so
Cannot we of Maryland derive a usefu]
lesson from these facts ?
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It appears to be the fashion, just now, with cer-
fain journalists, to ascribe the recent organization
of a Vigilance Committee in New Orleans to politi-
cal motive nd not at all, 1o an earnest desire to
purge that city of the desperadoes by whom it has
long been infest>d. They point triumphantly
to the success of the American Candidate for the
Mayoralty, and assume, from this isolated fact, that
there was no real cause for complaint against the
ontgoing anthorities. 1t needed but the further
assertion that the laws were faithfully adminis-
tered, and that the citizens of New Orleans were
amply protected Dboth in person and property, to
make the censure of the Vigilance Committee com-
plete.  But if the authoritics of that city performed
their duty promptly, impartially, and efficiently,
how does it happen that erimes of every grade have
been go frequent, and that so few of the offenders
have been convicted and punished? It was the
startling frequency of these oceurrences that led to
the formation of a Vigilance Committee. Six hun-
dred of the most respectable citizens of New Orleans
united in the nomination of an independent candi.
date for the Mayoralty, and in a well meant, but
futile effort, to put an end to outrages that the
judicial functionaries were either unable, or un-
willing, to suppress. Their purpose met with the
cordial approval of every influential journal in the
city, but one. They had no political ohject what-
ever in view, but were influenced solely by local
considerations. The Commercial Bulletin, which
the National Intelligencer justly endorses, as ‘‘the
““most reliable and conservative of New Orleans
“‘papers,” defended the movement on the ground,
that it bad “the distinct approval and warm sup-
“port of men of the most opposite political principles;
“men representing different classes, professions,
“views; many of whom have for years stood aloof
“from our municipal affairs, who have wished only
“to enjoy the benefits of peace and good govern-
“ment, but who now, deprived of these, and
“‘seeing no hope of securing them without an effort,
“have come forward, and, putting their shoulders
“to the wheel, are determined to pretermit no
“proper cfforts till New Orleans is redeemed, re-
“generated, disenthralled.

“The fact is,”” continues the Bulletin—‘the great
“Jeading idea of this movement to give this city
““the blessings of order and peace, to protect the
“citizens from violence and to punish the guilty,
“4s the complete practical as well as theoretical
“ignoring of national or general politics, and
“every other consideration, except the sole, all-
“engrossing one of the salvation of the city. To
““4his great object, upon the accomplishment of
“which so much depends, everything else isag
“nothing, and upon this altar, citizens irrespective
“of party creed or predilection, willingly lay aside
“all minor differences, and agree to work together
““for the common benefit of each and of all. Upon
“this question the stanchest Old Line Whigs, the
“most decided Democrats, the warmest and most
“‘respectable Americans, are all found heartily
“united, convinced, by the sternest facts, of the
tabsolute necessity of such a course of conduct to
“saye the city from the imminent dangers which
¢‘threaten it. We are no alarmists, but if the disor-
““ders, the black, desolating disorders with which all
“our readers are familiar in this city arenot stayed,
“then God help its business, its merchants, its prop-
Certy-holders, its tax-payers.”’

This is strong language, but not stronger than
the exigency warranted. On the Docket of the
First District Court of New Orleans, at the close
of January, 1857, there were then pending—

Cased of murder.
es of manslaug! .
s of assault with a dangerous weapon.

(

Cases of assault with intent to kill........ . 18

Cases of stabbing, with intent to commit murder 10
s of shooting, with intent to commit murder.. 6

Totaleecesecscscssecsacscsee sassoccsssssscsssces 8

In addition to this fearful list, there were no less
than three hundred and forty assault and battery
cases pending at the same time, and before the
same tribunal. ““It is well understood,” says the
Attorney General for the State of Louisiana, from
whose official report these statistics are taken,
«that no affidavits are filed against the offenders,
¢from an apprehension that any attempt to bring
¢them to justice would lead to the sacrifice of the
taffiant’s life. A general sense of insecurity pre-
¢iyails in the community, and a conviction exists

“trolled by under-handed fraud and high-handed
“‘violence, where then is your security against
“forcible revolution? There is nonc—there can
“‘be none.”’

Are we sure that there was less fraud practised
at the ballot-boxes in New Orleans, than in San
Francisco? What reason have we for supposing
that where the laws are outraged with impunity
the ballot-box fairly represents the sentiment of
the community ? We know that in New Orleans
the obstruction of the ballot-hox was one of the
very evils complained of. With what proprie
therefore, could men be referred to the elective
franchise as a means of redressing their social and
political grievances when the exercise of that fran-
chise was denied to them ?

The Vigilance Committee has disbanded. TIn
reviewing its history, we may regret that re-
spectable men and honest citizens should have
been thus goaded to take up arms in defence of
social order; we may deprecate the necessity, and
deplore the consequences; but let us at least do
justice to their motives and admit the strong
provocation under which they acted. We re-
publish in another column an able article upon
this subject from the New Orleans Bulletin of June
5th. It will be found to fully corroborate the
views we have expressed.

LAW INTELLIGENCE.

St
CrIMINAL CoUurT.—Hon. Henry Stump, Judge. This
Court was occupied during yesterday with the ¢

e vs. Henry “entwnrth, indicted for kee 2
on his premises, betore reported. Not concluded.
Ir.slun for the State; Cowan and Garey for the defend-
ant.

During the examination of witne: in the above case,
tlu counsel frequently came into collision with each other,
nt words passed between them. The Jud
hreatened to adjourn the Court on this ac

arking that his patience was ¢ ¢ exhausted.
Tow r||~ the app:
question arose as to the admissibility of certain testimony,
and Mr. Preston charged Mr. Cowan with the use of
small words to affect the case.  Mr. C. repelled the insinu-
ation, and indulged in the use of severe strictures upon
the conduct of Mr. Preston.  Mr. P'r
harsh expr ,and Mr. (
would no longer endure the

pr( ed to settle the matter outside tl
then adjourned the Court, remarking tu(lu
jury lh.nl the counsel would have time to cool off by

morning.
Circuir CourT FOR BALTIMORE CiTY.—Fon. Wm. G

Krebs, Judge. The following business was tran
yesterday:
Andrew Bayer vs.

John Dorn and others—bill for in

3 Motion to dissolve
r complainant and
Injunction continued until

junetion and a
the injunction argued by Rey
Warrington for defendants,
further hearing of the case
Svrerrtor Covrnr.—Hon. Z. Collins Lee, Judge.—The ]u
ry in the case of Jonathan Hoover vs. Th
Council of Baltimore—Dbefore repo
for the plaintitl' for $150.
Dulaney for defendant.
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ial Judge. The

Robert N.
following business was transacted

Martin,

S

Campbell ¥s. Joshua R. Dryden—appeal from
ms. Judgment reversed.
Idebaum, admin or of H.
Lewis—appeal from Justice Root
1

Billerman vs. M. tman & Co.—appeal from
Shipley. Judgment reversed.

Assignment for to-d, 203 to end of docket.
day the appeal docl !»: \alln d p«

Mauldebanm s
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Court of Appeals of ‘\[nrylmnl.
Juse TRy, 1858,
ANNAPoLIS, June 11th, 185.
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liams and A lu\andcr I'ur lhe appellees.

THE NEW ORLEAN

VIGILANCE COMMIT-

Order reigns in Warsaw! Night before las
hun za IllKhl ul’ blood, a night in which the
s one of the quietest nl most
s ed in New Orleans.
contrast with the da The coffee hou:
shops, and every other place almo;
early hour, &
of the pri ets.  We pa
them between 12 and 1 o'cloe

, were closed
1 was heard in
d through sev
nd with an occ

xception, we saw neither watchman nor 1
Indeed the solitude was almost painful wh
brief hours before, the most ints ment prevail

The Vigilance Committee held its position, having
strongly fortified by throwing up barri 3
block paving stones and with cotton hale:
son, whose statue was hard by in the squ;
his name. Perhaps the shawdow of the old Hero fell upon
the Committee. Who knows? Spiri , walk the
earth in the shade of night beneath the glimme ln"nl‘unr
iads of stars. And perhaps the cold statu
net with the life of him whom it repres , impresse .l

with mysterious prescience of impending evil upon New Or-
leans «tnngvlv came over the spirits of the Vigils and
embalmed m in cotton! A truce, however, to myster-
ies and spirits. We have on hand just at present ve Y ma-
terial and practical matters, and those not at all mysteri-
ous.

No attempt was made to disturb the quarters of the
Committee, though its sentinels did not in co
sleep. On the contrary they were very wide aw.
The \r-nor and Gen. Lewis, in the morning papers
their 1\rm.l.m|xmous to the military to turn out yi
morning. The call was not r ded to, the order wm
not obeyed. Not enough to make a corporal’s guard as-
sembled for the purpose of taking the ilance Commit
tee. As the sun rose, however, so did the e tement
throughout the city. Every body felt that sis must
soon come. Every body felt, too, that to attack the
mittee entrenched as it was, would be sheer madne

Some grave and old citizens under these circums!
saw the nec ty of opening negotiations, with a view to
secure the aid of the Vigilant forces, technically as well
as really on the side of law, thereby giving them the pres
tige that nothing else cnuld and tﬂ‘cctuall\ sing them to
maintain order and to secure the peace of the city. A
meeting consequently took place, and committees were ap-
pointed to confer with the Mayor and Gen. Lewis on the
one side and the Vigilants on the other.

The result was that members of the Committee were to
be sworn in as a_special police force, to preserve order be-
fore and during the election, under the Mayor and General
Lewis. Superintendent of Elections; the men retaining
their organization and probably their present quarters, at
least as long as may be necessary to secure the objects in
view. The documentssigned will appear at the same time
this article does, in this morning’s issue.

The course pursued was we think the only rational and
judicious one that could, under the circumstances, have
been taken by the luthnrluus and they deserve the thanks
of the community, and we feel sure will receive them for
it. The respectable citizens who, it is understood, formed
the Vigilance Ct ittee, are thus legalized and brounght
into requisition under the regularly constituted authori-
ties for the purpose of giving that protection to ¢
zens both before and on the day of election which they
require.

And here we cannot refrain from saying one word for
Mayor Waterman. He has been severely censured when
perhaps had all the circumstances been known, had all his
embarrassments been duly appreciated, the very persons
who thus censured him—and no doubt honestly—would
have lent him their active sympathies. We say this with-
out any personal knowledge of his difficulties and without
any communication with him on the subject. We are led
to this opinion by a variety of considerations unnecessary
here to give. We believe it was his endeavor to do the
right thing, which lost him the nomination. Gallatin
street took the field against him! And is not Gallatin
street some in such a struggle? It verily striketh us
a\::‘nh::. the articles of agreement had been signed by the
Mayor and Gen. Lewis’the former came up town—the ne-
gotiations took place at the quarters of the Committee—
and ordered those who were under armsin Lafayette
Square, in obedience to the order previously issued, to lay
down their arms and retire. A few of them manifested a
disposition not to obey the order, and some of them ac-
tually seized, illegally two cannon, it is said, and, with
their guns, actually marched down to Canal street, and a
square or so down Chartres and Royal streets. It is cer-
tain that some fifty or more persons, with gunsin their
hands and drawing a cannon, did thus pass over Canal
street, and for the moment produced the most intense ex-
cnunent as persons who were not at the time aware that
any compromise had been made with the Vigilance Com-
mittee, supposed that this force was a legal force, and that

a collision was about to ensue. The men shortly after-
wards returned, and the cannon were taken back to La-
fayette Square.

‘We consider the contest virtually ended. We think we
shall have the quietest election we have had for years,
and that in consequence a very full vote will be polkd —
We may be mistaken, but this is our impression, after
taking a survey of all the facts and circumstances having
a bearing upon the subject. Persons may attempt to make
disturbance, but they will not succeed. That game is
blocked now. Of the result we have very little doubt.
Upon the whole, the clouds which began to lower so
darkly upon us are already beginning to disperse, and the
clear uky toappear. It is a long road that never turns,
and we think we are near the turning of one path at least.
We will only add that now is the time for our “‘solid men”
to show their hands, and by their moral influence aid pow-
erfully the present movement for the redemption of the
cit;
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IN¢ Macuing,
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For BEAUTY and durability of stitch, finish and design

y other MACHINE.

GIBB'S SEWING MACHINE,

PRICE $15, $23, and $2
IINES are SPEEDY in their MOVE
new strong elastic stitch, that will not

k if every fifth stitch is cut.
Salesroom, No. 99 BALTIMORE ST.
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WHEELER &. Wn.qox Mmur\crvmm. Co’s
IMPROVED SEWING MACHINES,
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1y we use one of Wheeler & Wilson’s

machines, and we cannot imagineanything more perfect.” ‘,
—Ed. N. Y. Evangelist. |

126 BarLriMoRE STREET, American Building,

!h:nmLL Agent

I M me:n &. Co’s,
IMPROVED SEWING MACHINES,
THE BEST EVER OFFEREP FOR FAMILIES AND

MANUFACTURING.

SOUTHERN %AI ES AND EXHIBITION ROOMS,

5 BALTIMORE STREET.
|
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