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The art of story-telling is as old as Homer. |
Every nation has had, under various names, its

omancers, and nove lists, its raconteurs, and im-

L satore—all of whom have been held in great-
¢ or less honor, according to the creative power
y ayed, or to the talent they have
evinced, in clothing trath with the delightful
adorments of fiction.  Of all the stery-tellers in
modern times, we know of none that excel the
Washineton correspondents  of the newspaper
press in brillianey of invention; in the art of
converting vague hints into astounding facts; or

ave disy

in basing the most extraordinary conclusions upon
the airiest of possible foundations. The Chancel-
Jor Oxexstiery onece counselled his son to “go
forth and see with how little wisdom the world

was coverned:””  but, while we do not doubt
that close observation, even at this day, would
confirm. to some extent, the truth of the Swedish

\linister's sarcasm, we are certainly not prepared
1o admit, with our Washington letter writers,

that all the statesmen of Europe are either knaves |

the chief province of diplomacy
to set “springes to catch woodceocks.”  The

or fools, or tl

1
Pederal Capital is, at the present time, crowded
with these epistolary romanticists, and the pre-
dominance of the imaginative faculty in them was
never more apparent.  Some of the old painters
were accustomed 1o produce charming pictures,
by the use only of the three primitive colors: but
the Washineton letter writers accomplish much
more extraordinary feats.  They will take two or
hree secondary facts, or what passes for facts,

nu] work them up into a narrative of foreign con-
aoainst the Government of the Usirep
of protectorates to be established over the

American Republics; of interventions in
Mexican affairs,’and of outrages, either actually
committed, or positively contemplated, upon our
commerce in the Gulf stream. Does Sir WiLLiay
Gonre Ovserey hold confidential communications
with Mr. Bremasay?—we are gravely assured
that the object he had in view was to hoodwink
the Presipext. Does M. Frux Beuny obtain a
che
Nic
forewarned, that the scheme has been projected
by Louis Naroneoy, and that his purpose is to
establish for France an overshadowing influence
in that quarter. If a few Spanish  ships
of war make their appearance before Vera Cruz,
or Tampico, it is intimated that Spain has a secret
understanding with England and France, and that

ster for a ship-canal across the Isthmus of
wragua 7—the American people are straightway

the design is to establish a monarchical govern-
ment in Mexico, and to place a Spanish Prince upon
the throne. If an English Commander, upon the
high ventures to question the Captain of an
American vessel, the act is denounced as a gross
insult to the National flag.  There is not a move-
ment that can be made by a foreign Power, either

in the Gulf stream, or in the waters of the Carib-
bean sea, that is not chronicled as suspicious, nor
any official explanation which may be given of the
object of that movement, that is not interpreted hy
contraries. If these fictions were accepted, by the
mass of our people, as fictions merely, no harm
would arise either to us or to others; but, as they
are very generally accepted as truths, and are quo-
ted by indignant, but unreflecting journalists, as
evidences of the grasping disposition of European

governments; of their jealousy of the UwiTkp
Srares, and of their desire to intermeddle in mat-
ters that do not concern them; and as the Ameri-
can people are kept in a constant state of excite-
ment by these canards, they are mischievous in the

extreme.  They not only lead to serious complica-
tions which, by the exercise of a little common
sense, might be easily avoided; but th
grading to the national dignity. These
slanders and the petty bickerings to which they
cive rise: the demands for explanations that they
frequently call forth, and the half sarcastic respon-
ses that they sometimes provoke, have a direct ten-
dency to bring about that very condition of things

re de-

causeless

which it is the policy of our government to avoid.
1f we impute sinister motives to other nations, and

persist in charging them, in spite of their solemn

protestations to the contrary, with entertaining

designs they have never formed; or if we attempt
to exact an amends honorable for every frivolous or
imaginary infringement of doubtful prerogatives,
we must be prep:

red to expect that those we assail
for licht causes, or upon suspicion merely, will not
always be in the mood to make the eoncessions we
demand, and may possibly be induced to reply in
a manner more curt than courteous. Few of our
readers can have failed to have noticed, that
the eneral tenor of the correspondence from

W

shington, in  relation to Central American

affairs, and to the movements of the Spanish,
French, and English squadrons in the Gulf Stream
has been of a semi-warlike character.  Such re-
ports, in spite of the declaration to the cont
made by President Bucnaxay in his M
even where they do not injfiriously affect
commercial enterprise, are well caleulated to
prodice uneasiness in the public mind, and to

embarrass the Government in its relations with
foreign powers. How much more seriously this
i< the case, when journalists accept these fictions
for established facts, and argue from them that
we are drifting unconsciously into a war may be
readily perceived. In the New York fferald, this
to provoke ill-feeling has been so conspicu-
ous of late, that it has prompted the Washington
Union to make the semi-official statement that the
Herald's startling discovery of a conspiracy on the
part of the English, French, and Spaniards, tomake
war upon the inter s of, the UniTED ST.\T[\.\, is not
only utterly unfounded in fact; but that, on the con-
trary, “those great European powers concur fully
“in the line of policy laid down by the UxiTep
“QraTes, concerning Mexico and Central America.’
Here then, we have an authoritative denial of all
the rumors which have had their origin in the
fertile brains of the story-tellers, who ply their
vocation the Federal Capital, and which have
been so often made the theme of newspaper com-
ment. It would be, perhaps, useless in us to sug-
gest to these industrious ‘‘correspondents,’ the
propriety of subordinating their imagination to
truth and right reason; but we cannot help be-
lieving, nevertheless, that the public would feel
greatly relieved if the Administration was per-
mitted to assame the responsibility of our Foreign
Affairs, without incurring the danger of hdving
spolicy thwarted by the “astounding revelations’
‘apecial correspondents,’” or by what the Union
' of such jour-

1
des

calls, “the blunders and absurdities
nals as the New York Herald.

Cospertaxp Irevs.—The Telegraph understands
that the Mount Savage Iron Company contemplate
putting one of their | large furnaces in blast some
time during the coming Spring; dependant, some-
what, however, upon the action of Congress, rela-
tive to the iff’ on iron.

Since the opening of canal navigation last spring
up to the 14th inst., 253,50L14 tons of coal were
shipped from this port via Chesapeake and Ohio
al, yvielding a revenue of $126,382.66. 23,600
were shipped for Alexandria during Novem-

The aclites of Cumberland are making efforts
to build a synagogue.

The Potomac, Mills’ ereek, and the Canal, were
frozen over during the latter part of last week, giv-
ing the first .~kulin-' ' the season.

Esq., Trustee, disposed of at ]illblll‘ sale, the rval
estate of the late Allen P, Bowie. The home place
containing 481 acres, sold for $56 per acre, and was
parcl d by John E. Bowie, q. Two other
small tracts, detached from the heme- place, sold at
the same tim

Much progress has been made upon the Agricul-
tural College, near Bladensburg, and the roofing on
the first wing is now in ac lm- hands. Sev cml
new buildings in and around Bladen nsburg are about
being compizted, and at various other points be-
tween the College and Bladensburg, improvements
are [mr(-q»lllylc

The sale of the personal estate of the late Capt.
John Brookes was closed at Mount Calvert on Wed-
nesday. The sale amounts to near $50,000—cvery-
thing selling high.

Several of lhc Cnuadn puwri publish the mes-
sage of President Buchavan in full.  The Montreal
Herald explains to its re -aders its reasons for thus
occupying so mue h of its space :

“Qur graphical position, our extensive and
rapidly increasing commerce, and our iutimate so-
cial relations with the people of the United States,
give us an interest in whatever is calculated to af-
tect their national welfare and prosperity, second
only to the interest we feel in our own domestic
affairs and in those of the great empire to which
we belong.

Tag Presivexcy.—The New I-,ngland Ropubhcans
are making movements for the Presidency, in con-
cert with similar movements in the Western and
Northern States. An effort is being made to com-
bine the strength of New England with the West,
50 as to cut off all aspirants in the Middle States,
The movewent has already assumed a strength that
threatens success. The American clemenntronglr
predominates in the Eastern States—the entire or-
ganization being pledged to the principles and pur-
poses of the American party. This is inclining to-
wards Hon. John Bell of Ténnessee, as a candidate
to whose sapport all the elements of opposition
might be rallied.— Albany Statesman.

The anreme Court of Massachusetts, in a recent
decision in a case of slander, said it was no defence
that the party sued had onl repeated a common
rumor. If the story ls false and slanderous, it is
repeated at the person’s peril. Tts power of mis-
chief is in the circulation, and the repetition of the
story gives it its currency, and, without an expres.
sion of disbelief, will confirm it.

“Flying Cloud,” the celebrated Morgan horle of
the Sherman t‘nmily of Morgans, and sired old
Blsck Hnwk, was sold in Missouri last wee for
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pose efficiently and obtain .hat justice for their citi-
< which Mexico ought to render, but which is
|u-rtm:\('|uu>l} withheld.

In a despatch, dated July 15, Mr. Cass says:

1 have had a full conversation with the .\tlul ney
General on the subject of the contributi
upon American _cit 1
And while 1 sither he nor my=ell’
l[, a forced loan within the terms of the te n!h arti-
treaty between Great BB xn.nn .unl Mexi-
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to American citizens, yet 1 h.l\v xnﬂnn'r (u n-n.nl |
in my despatch upon this su
to llw unjust and unfrie ndly’ (‘ll‘
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