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BALTIMORE, January 0,1861.

The transactions at the Stock Board werelight again
to-day,but for all the leading securities the market was
tolerably firm. City G's were better again. There was
however nothing done in them, but for 1875's 93X was
bid, and ISOO's left offat 07 bid, 07% asltcd. For Mary-
land C's there was some inquiry, and a sale of $3,300
1890*3 was made at 100. There was nothing done in
Railroad shares or bonds, hut for these stocks prices were
pretty well maintained. Kailrond shares closed at SSB
bid, ss9# asked regular way for Baltimore and Ohio
and sl4# bid for Northern Central, this figure being an
advance of # a dollar on the price bid for it yesterday,
and Railroad bonds left off at 78 bid for Baltimoje and
Ohio lS7s's and ISSG's; 77 bid, 80 asked for do. lSßs's;
and 45X Lil, 50 asked for Northern Central 1885's. Sales
were made to day of 100 shares Commercial and Farmers'
Bank, full paid, at $363t36#, but in the other Bank
stocks nothing was done. The Mining stocks were
rather heavy. Sales were made of 500 shares Springfield
at $1 \, which Is a decline of 5 cts. on yesterday's price.
For Gardner Hill which sold yesterday as $2 80, only
$2.65 was bid to day. There were however no sellers at

this figure.
The Baltimore Marine Insurance Ci uipany has declared

a semi annual dividend of 3 per cent payable incash at
the office of the company, No. 22 Second street, on and
after Tuesday the 15th Inst.

In New York to day Virginia 6's advanced X] Canton
j#; Michigan Southern .#; Michigan Southern guaran-
teed X; and Rock Inland X; but Missouri 6's declined X',
New York Central sl%; Reading #; Cleveland and To-
ledo L; Harlem and Galena and Chicago %. Erie de-
clined at the first Board sl.#.but advanced again at the
second Board sl.

SALES AT THE BALTIMORE STOCK BOARD
WEDNESDAY, January 8, 1861.

S3IOO Maryland 6*s9o?loo 200 slia. Springfield
50 shs. Com. k Far. Mining Co. l#

Bank, full paid ?36 100 " u b2? 1 X60 " " ?B6# j 200 u " ?IX
PP.ICES ANL) BALE 3 OF STOCKS IN NEW YORK

BY TELEGRAPH.
Through WILLIAMFISMER k SON, Stock and BillBrokers.

No. 22 South street.
Ist Board 2d Board.

Virgi n i u 6's 75 X 00
Missouri G's 67 67£
Illinois Central bonds 00 on
Canton Company. {4# 00

Brie Railroad .35 36
New York Central Railroad 76? 76#
Reading Railroad 39 39X
Panama Railroad 00 0u
Cleveland am! Toledo Railroad 32# 0)
Michigan Southern Railroad 14# 00
Cumberland Coal 00 00
Harlem Railroad 0J 15#
Galena and Chicago (JO 63#
Michigan Southern, guaranteed 33# 00
Rock Island Railroad 53 X GO

heavy, dull

The New York of this morning, says:
There was an active movement at the Stock Board this

morning, and under considerable realizing and some
pressure of stock on the market by bears, the quotations
showed a general decline, ranging from # to2# percent.
There was a larger.proportion, than usual ofoperations on
time, withsome disposition to take buyers' options. The
movement to-day seemed to be one of those motiveless
fluctuations which not infrequently occur in the Stockmarket, and after which no man can predict whether a
rise or fall will follow. Between the Boards the market,
without activity, had rather an improving tendency, and
at the Second Board, was quite firm for the leading fan-
cies. The Western shares especially were quite buoyant,
and improved #to 1 per cent The market is firm for
Exchange, with a moderate amount of outside hills ofier-
ing. Sterling i> 102a105#, with few transactions above
105. Francs are 5 Ab(q 5.35.

Land Warrants are buying and selling at
Buying. Selling.

160 acre Warrants per acre 50 75
120 acre Warrants 44

....
50 75

80 acre Warrants 44 65 85
40 acre Warrants 44 i(j 110

The receipts on account of the new Treasury Notes, are
about $500,000 to-day.

The following is* a statement of the earnings of the
New York Central Railroad f- r the month of December,
1860. compared with its earnings for the corresponding
month of the previous j*ear :

1860 $522,913.85
1859 520,396.27

Increase $2,522.53

The Philadelphia Ledger of to-day says:
The operations in stocks yesterday were quite large, in-

cluding $05,000 of loans and about 1,100 shares. The mar-
ket was active during the morning session, but closed
dull and pricts a shade lower.

The money market is quiet and' capital abundant at
gradually easier rates. Ueallv prime bills of short date
can be placed at 10(a)12 per cent. Paper that is at all
doubtful is not considered, and indeed very Httle such is
offered. Call loans on undoubted security are effected at
6@7 per cent.

THE FREIGHT WAR IN CINCINNATI IN FULL BLAST.?
ARBITRARY ACTION.?An informal meeting of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Miama roads was held last evening
at the Burnet House, in regard to the subject of East
bound rates. It was proposed by the Central Ohio inter-
est to make 55 cents the established rates to New York.
The Comroitttee, however, refused to accept less than
their yro rata of sScents, arid sl.lO on flour, of which
they willnotify their connections to day.

We learn that the Pennsylvania Railroad have express-
ed the intention of meeting the reductions of the Balti-
more k Ohio, by going at once to 40 cents to New York.
If there is to be war, the deepest cuts willprobably soon-
est end it.? Cincinnati Commercial, 4th.

The ruling ofall rail rates for East bound fourth class
freight on yesterday, were as follows: Baltimore, 40 cts ;
Philadelphia, 45 els.; New York 50 cts. Boston, 55 cts.
? lbid) f th.

The above extracts would seem to indicate that there is
a fresh war between the trunk lines on Eastward hound

freights from Cincinnati in full blast. The Miami roads
probably did not give the notice mentioned in the first
paragraph, or else the rates would have been fixed at the
figures proposed. The Commercial is right in saying
that if there is to be war the deepest cut willsoonest'end
it. The Pennsylvania Central ended the war on Boston
freights for the time being last summer, by contracting
first class goods at 40 cts. per hundred?hut that war has
broken out afresh, and taken in connection with the Cin-
cinnati business, must result in a full blooded excitement
between the rival roads.? Missouri Democrat, 7th.

HA I jTJMORE MARKETS.
WEDNESDAY, Jan. 9.

COFFEE. -?There has been some inquiry for
Coffee again to-day, but no sales have been
made so far as we have heard. The feeling
in the market is quite strong, and holders are
indisposed to sell unless at full rates. We quote as fol-
lows, viz : P.io at 12(&12% cts. for fair to good, 10 cts. for
prime; Laguayra at 14(a l 5 cts., and Java at 16%@17%
cts. per lb. The stock of Coffee here is about 15.C00
bags.

FLOUR?There has been hut little done to day in
Flour, but for all varieties the market is steady at yes-
terday's figures. The only sale we heard ofon* 'Change
was one of 250 bbls. Howard Street Super at $5.50 per
bbl , at which figure both Howard Street and Ohio Super
closed steady. We quote City Mills Super at $5.25 per
bbl., and we heard that some sales were made yesterday
at this figure'hut to what extent we did not learn. For

Extra Flour the quotations are still as follows. viz:ss.7s
for Ohio; $5.75(a-6 for Howard Street; $6.25 for regular
Shipping; and $7(3)7.50 per bbl. for fancy brands City
Mills.

FAMILY FLOUR. ? Ve quote Family Flour to-day at
$8.75 for Welch's, $S for the best brands of Baltimore
ground, and per bbl. for Ohio and Howard
Street.

RYE FLOUR AND CORN MEAL.?Rye Flour is selling in
lots as wanted at $4.25, but we quote Corn Meal dull at
$3 12% for both Baltimore and Brandywlne.

GRAlN.?There was a fair inquiry for Wheat again to-
day, the demand for it being, as was the case on yester-
day, chietly for red, for export. Sales were reported of
3,500 bushels good red, at 130(3)132 cts., but strictly
prime would probably have brought 135(a)136 cts. The
only sale of white reported was one of 1,500 bushels good,
at 152cts . but prime white would have readily brought,
had there lcen any at market, 100 cts. per bushel. Corn
was Infair request but the market for it exhibited no
special activity. Sales were made of some 4.0C0 bushels
new yellow at from 58 to 63 cts., and 1,500 bushels new
white at 60 vo 62 cts. No sales of old Corn were reported,
but we quote it as on yesterday at67(a6Bcts. for old
white, and cts. fur old yellow. There were 1,100
bushels Oats offered 10-dav, but no sales were reported.
We quote them however as before at 32a33 cts. for Mary-
land, and 35fa36 cts. for Pennsylvania. There is no Rye
coming forward, but itcould be sold if here, at 75 cts. for
Maryland, and 80 a 82 cts. for Pennsylvania.

MOLASSES. ?We still quote Molasses as follows, viz :
New Orleans at 32(335 cts. for new crop; Cuba at 17(a)
20 cts.; English Island at 18@20 cts ; and Porto Rico at
25(0)30 cts. per gallon. Some srrall sales of New Orleans
are making at the quotations, but we hear of nothing do-
ing in foreign.

PROVISIONS.?The Provision market continues very
firm in tone, but transactions are still restricted by the
very light stock here. Wc have reported to-day sales of

25 hhds. each of Bulk Shoulders and Sides to arrive at

C% and 8% cts., but late in the day 8% cts. cash was of-
fered and declined for 50 hhds. Bulk Sides. Bacon con-
tinues in good demand, and it is quite firm at 7%(a)8 cts.
for Shoulders, and 9%(a10 cts. for Sides. Some 30 to 40
hhds. were sold to-day at these figures, and we note also
sales of 600 pieces fancy Hams at 12% cts. There were
50 bbls. Mess Pork sold to day at $17.50, this figure be-
ing an advance of 50 cts. per bbl. on the previous sales,
and we note sales of 120 bbls. Lard at JO cts. per lb., yes-
terday's price. Mess Pork closes firm at $17.50, and we
quote Prime and Rump do. at $13(&13.50, but Beef con-
tinues dull at our former quotations, viz: $ll(a; 12 for
Baltimore No. 1, and $13(3)14 per bbl. for do. Mess.

BlCE?Rice is in fair request We note sales to-day
of 70 tierces, at 3% cts., and 20 tierces at 4 cts. per lb .
and we quote it as closing steady at these figures.

SUGARS.?There is a fair inquiry for Sugars, and the
market for them is rather firmer in tone than it was a few
days since. We nofe sales to day of 260 hhds. good refin-
ing Cuba, to go to a neighboring market, at $5 87%. We
quote refining grades Cuba and English Island to day at
$5.50(5)5.87%; grocery grades Cuba at $6 d 6 50; common
to prime Porto Rico at >5.70@7.25; aud fair to prime New
Orleans at $6 50&7.60.

SEEDS.?Cloverseed was steady this morning at yes-
terday's figures, viz . $5.25(5)5.50 per bushel for good to
prime, but there were only a few lots offered and so far as
we could learn no sales were made. We quote Timothv
Seed as before at $1.75 <£2. and Flaxseed at $1.25(0*1.35
per bushel.

SALT?SaIt is quiet, but we quote Liverpool at 95(a)
100 cts. for Ground Alum. IGO cts. for Marshall's and
Jeffrey k Darcy s fine, and 185 cts. per sack for Ashton's
do. Turk's Island Salt is still quoted at 20 a.25 cts. per
bushel, but a cargo could not be sold at these figures.

WHISKEY.?We have reported to-day sales of 50 bbls.
Country Whiskey at 18% cts., and 100 bbls. Ohio do. at
19 cts., hut at the close holders were asking 20 cts. per
gallon for Ohio. We hear of no sales of City Whiskey to-
day, but we quote it at 18%fad9 cts. per gallon.

See Fourth Pago.
FOR TELEGRAMS,
FOR DOMESTIC MARKETS,
FOB SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

ATTEMPTED ROBBERY OF A BANK.? Tbe Boston
Herald ol tbe 7th inst., gives the particulars of a
desperate effort of burglars to rob the South Read-
ing Bank, near that city, on Saturday evening
last. The rogues would have been successful, but
for their encounter with the private watchman.
A conflict took place, the burglars being three in
nnmber and well armed, one of the watchmen was
wounded severely on tbe bead. In tbe melee tbe

robberc escaped.

CITY INTELLIGENCE.
MEETING OE TIIE WORKING MEN IN TIIE

MMIYLAND INSTITUE HALL.
In accordance with the published call, a large

meeting of the working men of the city, convened
in the Maryland Institute Hall. There were be-
tween two and three thousand persons present, and

judgingfrom appearance, they were mostly work-

ing men. A few minutes before 8 o'clock, two
men threw the stars and stripes across the banister
at the south epd of the Hall, and on the instant the
wildest applause burst forth, which continued for
some minutes. Shortlv after, tlie meeting was
called to order by B. H. Kennard, who proposed
the name of German 11. Hunt, as Pres-
ident, aud he was unanimously select-
ed. The following names were then proposed for
Vice Presidents?D. L. Bartlett, Durus Carter,
Nathaniel Ward, David Carson, Edward Abbott,
William Carver, Joseph Hobb, William G. Gor-
sueh, Joseph Thomas, F. L. Farquharson, James
McKnabb, William Walsh, G. W. Green, Samuel
Biddison, William C. Arthur, James McKendrie,
G. J. Linneman, Thatcher Perkins, M. Warner,
Mariott Boswell, S. K. Turner, Louis Muller, How-
ard Maxwell, W. E. Hooper, Win. Green, Charles
P. Stevens, John Evans, John M. Smith, Daniel
Harvey, N. T. Dusbane, Thomas Mullen, Richard
Mason, J. Jeams, Win. Benson, John F. Meredith,
Lea McComas, B. T. Hinson, Daniel Simoson J.
W. Davis.

Secretaries?J. XI. Stephens, Washington Hick-
man, William Taylor, J. Littles.

Rev. Dr. J. G. Morris was then introduced, and
made an eloquent prayer, calling upon God to
bless the President of the United States and Gov.
Hicks, and to give them lirmness in the present
crisis.

Tlie President, Mr. Hunt, then delivered the fol-
lowing addres3 :

GENTLEMEN: ?When I was appointed by your commit-
tee to-day to preside over this meeting, my natural dis-
inclination for public prominency, as well as a physical
indisposition, moved me to decline. But, when I be-
came sure that the sentiments you proposed to endorse
to-night accorded withmy own, and feeling it to ><? the
duty of every good citizen to take his po-ition as to the
issues of the times, I could not, when applied to by work-
ing inen, refuse to meet with you, and join my example
with yours on the side of conservatism and fidelity to
the Federal Union.

Feeling my interests to be yours, and tlie interests of
all connected with industrial pursuits in Maryland to be
inseperably interwoven withthe integrity of the Union,
I came here to-night to join withyou in invoking the
mechanics and working men all over this broad land to
assist us in our etrorts for peace. After the most careful

consideration of the question of disunion, of which Iara
capable I have become fully convinced that the prosper-
ity of the industrial interests of the State of Maryland
depends upon the UnioD, of at least the border States
North and South.

1 firmly believe that if this Union is dissolved on
Mason and Dixon's line as some propose, let Maryland
go with the North, or with the South,her mechanical and
manufacturing interests are undone.

I believe that the ring of the anvil, the sound of the
loom, and al! tlie busy hum of industry, will he heard
no more throughout her borders. You will be.excluded
from the homes of your childhood, the graves of your
kindred, and all the holiest associations of the past, to
seek an uncertain future inother lands, and worse than
all, you may be forced to dye your hands in a brother's
blood.

I.el us protest against the consummation of so dread a
calamity, let us do all inour power to stay this tide of
desolation and war, not Wy force, not by words of wrath,
but by the sweeter accents of conciliation and love. Let
us invoke our fellow mechanics throughout the land, to

stand fast by the Constitution, to bear with each other's
infirmities, to mak<* amends for existing wrongs, and in
a spirit of compromise and affection, forever settle exist-
ing difficulties. But if this glorious temple, within
whose ample portals we have ail prospered so long, must
fall, let us, the working-men of Baltimore, have the sad
satisfaction of knowing that we have had no part in the
unhallowed work.

At the close of hi 3 remarks, during the deliveiy
of which he was frequenly interrupted by applause,
B. 11. Kennard, witte a few words of preface, pre-
sented the following resolutions as the report of
the committee at the last meeting :

Resolved by the mechanics and worlcingmcn of Raid
more cily in mass meeting assembled. That in the present
crisis we believe it to be our sole duty, as well as our se-
rious interest, to make our sentiments known, and they
are, that our devotion to the Union of these States is un-
faltering and undying, that the Union nor the Constitu-
tion have committed no sin, but gloriously have served
their great mission, and if wrong has been done, it lays
it at the door of bad men.

Resolved, That we will and do adhere to tlie Uni"n of
the States, and will maintain the Constitution with all
that tenacity ofaffection we may command, so long as it
is possible to dispense justice to every section under them
(and we believe that may be for all time) for our Govern-
ment constituted ft 3it is, has been, and may continue to

be, the safeguard ol every interest dear to man.
Resohcd , That we will, to the extent of our power, in

accordance with the laws of the land, and in the strictest
consonance with their prescribed forms, use every means
to vindicate the rights ofevery section, and see that jus-
tice is dispensed to all in the Union and under the Consti-
tution.

Resolved, That we deprecate and denounce the fell spir-
it that would array one section of our people against the
other,in the exercise oftheir constitutional rights,and that
every or any State having statutes offensive oraggressive
to sister States should at once remove them and that the
spirit of amity and friendship should prevail among all
the States.

Resolved , That entertaining the view that security to
all interests and safety inthe enjoyment of any privilege,
we hold dear as freemen depends upon the maintenance
of the laws, we therefore pledge ourselves to support the
supremacy of the laws, National, State and Municipal,
satisfied that a violation of any law must bring with the
aet a train of evils.

Resolved , That we invoke from our fellow working men
throughout the Union, an expression ofsentiment in rela-
tion to the troubles that assail us, and appeal to them to
unite their voice with ours in pledges of fealty to the
Union.

Resolved, That whilst we are made sorely to suffer by
the present condition of the country we believe that gen-
erous hearts and open hands sympathize with us and
willinglycome to our relief.

Resolved , That a committee of five he appointed by the
Chair, to wait upon such citizens as they may determine
and request them to form an aid society for the relief of
our more necessitous brethren, and that said committee
request such society, if formed, to communicate to the
working men through the press or otherwise their plans
in reference to the aforesaid object.

The resolutions were put and unanimously adopt-
ed. There were loud cries for Kc-nnard, in re-
sponse to which that gentleman made an eloquent
Union speech. At the close of his remarks Mr.
Louis Mullen was introduced. His voice was very
weak, and those farthest away from the stand
could not hear him. There was an immediate
stampede, and the audience thinned out rapidly.
When Mr. Mullen saw this, lie brought his remarks
to a close by offering the following resolution :

Resolved , That the working men willattend the Union
meeting to-morrow night in a body.

This resolution was adopted unanimously.
A gentleman named Blakely was introduced, and

spoke for a few minutes, when the meeting ad-
journed, with cheers for the Union, Gov. Hicks,
Major Anderson, Gen. Jackson and the working
men.

ARRIVAL OF MILITARYAT FORT MCIIESRY.? Tester
day morning in the early train there arrived from
Washington city by the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road, 40 marines under command ofLieut. Howell.
They were marched direct toFort McHenry. This
is the first movement of troops in this direction,
and when the 250 arrive which have been dispatched
from Fort Leavenworth, there willbe a garrison of
three hundred, including officers. There ha? been
a report prevalent that a posse of the police had
been detailed to guard the fort for the past few
days. This is a mistake. A number of police were
stationed in the vicinity at night, for the purpose
of watching a set of suspicious men, who it was
feared would commit robbery or arson, and who
had taken up their quarters in the vicinity of the
Fort. There lias not been the slightest manifesta-
tion on the part of the citizens to take possession of
Fort McHenry, consequently there was no necessi-
ty for a guard.

FlßE. ?About twelve o'clock on Tuesday night,
fire was discovered in the basement of house No.
127 Chew street, near Caroline, occupied by Mrs.
Mary Judge. Mrs. Judge had been washing dur-
ing the dav and in the evening hung the clothes on
a line in the basement and then kindled a fire in
the stove for the purpose of drying the clothes. It
is supposed that the line broke and the clothes fall-
ing on the stove took tire, and the tlames were
communicated to the floor and furniture of the
apartment. Mrs. Judge had not retired for the
night and smelling the smoke she descended to dis-
cover the cause. On reaching the first floor the
smoke was so dense that she was overcome by suffo-
cation and sunk to the floor. Hugh Ilanlon, an-
other occupant of the house, was awakened by the
smoke, and, descending, succeeded in getting into
the street. Policeman Riley came to the rescue
and after first entering the house and carrying
Mrs. Judge into the street, went to work and with
the help of Ilanlon and others succeeded in ex-
tinguishing the flames. Mrs. Judge would no
doubt have died from suffocation had she remained
a few minutes longer in the room. She is a widow,
with three children, in most destitute circumstan-
ces. The fire has left her without even wearing
apparel. Her husband was killed a few years
since on the Northern Central Railway. The old-
est of her children is a boy 13 years of age, who is
alllcted with the spinal disease, and is bed ridden
almost continually. Mrs. Judge is a worthy wo-
man, and well deserves to receive charity.

CENTRE MARKET.?There was a very good display
of marketing at Centre Market yesterday morning.
The supply ol poultry was good and the prices rea-
sonable. Game was not as plentiful as on some of
the previous market days, but there did not appear
to be much demand for it. Chickens, live, sold at

37©75 cts. per pair, geese $1.50@1.75 do., turkeys
51.60@2.50 a piece, partridges 51. 50 per dozen,
robbing 37@50 cts. per dozen, prairie chickens 75
@IOO cts. per pair, canvas back ducks $2@2.50 do.,
red heads 75@100 eta. do., black heads 50 cts. do.,
bald pates G2 cts. do., rabbits 31@37 cts. do., phea-
sants 87@100 cts. do. The meat market was good
and prices were without change.

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE.? About 2 o'clock yesterday
morning, officer Davis found a white woman in a
stupilied condition, lyingin an area, on South Paca
street. With assistance he conveved her to the
Southern Station-house. Her condition gave evi-
dence that she had taken poison, and Dr. Beard
was sent for, who, after applying proper remedies,
relieved her. She gave the" name ot I.ydia'Brad-
ley, and said that having lost her situation, and
having no friends, she concluded to die. She had
taken six cents worth of laudanum, and some
arsenic. She was sent to the Infirmary yesterday.

STATE MEETING.?The gentlemen invited by circu-
lars emanating from the Committee appointed by
the meeting at Barnum's Hotel, to assemble in the
city from all quarters of the State to deliberate
upon the proper course to be pursued by Maryland
at this time, are expected to meet here to-day at
the Law Buildings. The circulars were addressed,
it is understood, to eight gentlemen in each coun-
ty ot the State, and it is expected that there will
be a large attendance.

EIECTIOS OF OFFlCEßS. ?Yesterday at a meeting
of the Directors ot the Corn and Flonr Exchange
Association, the following gentlemen were elected
officers for the ensuing year: President, Henry
M. Warfield; Vice Presidents, Col. William Chest-
nut, George Cook ; Treasurer, S. Dunn ; Execu-
tive Committee, J. F. Miller, I.nther J. Cox, R. G.
McGill; Secretary, John P. Paca.

INQUEST. ?Yesterday morning policeman DeGoey
discovered on Harford avenue, near Eager street,
the body o! an infant, apparently a few days old.
Coroner Hall held an inquest over it, and a verdict
of "death from violence at the hands of a person or
persons unknown to the jury" was rendered.

LIFE INSURANCES. ?An article recently appeared
in this paper, extracted from a Boston letter, rela-
tive to the possibility of the forfeitures, by South-ern men, ol policies in Northern offices, should the
union be dissolved. The President of the Mutual

i Lite Insurance Company, of New York, writes to
| the agency here :
I "In reply to your first question?'whether Vir-
! gima policies will hold good if Virginia goes out
of the present Union/ allow rae to say that th'e
limits for residence named in our policies are terri-torial and not governmental limits, and that they
are paid with equal promptitude to citizens of onr
own or any other government."? Jiichmor.d Des-patch, Jan, 9,

PROCEED was OP THE CiTY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, Jan. 8, 1801.

Present, JONS C. BLACKBURN, President, and
all tlie members. Mr. BTAYI.OH. presented a pi>

i tition from John O'Brian, asking permission to

erect a frame building on his premises on Madison
street, between Caroline street and Central avenue;
referred. Mr. DIXON presented a petition from
A. Kaunfort, asking for remuneration for damages
done his property on tlie 2d of November, 18511; rc-

j ferred.?Mr. HAY presented a petition from Henry
E. Huber, asking pe.mission to place a swinging
sign over the door of his premises, No. G North
Charles street; referred. A communication was
received from Allen E. Forrester, asking for remu-
neration for preparing a manual of the mode of
business proceedings in the City Council;
referred. A message was received from the
Mayor enclosing a communication from the Hoard
of Managers of the House of Kefuge. The Mana-
gers state that at present there are 323 inmates in
the Institution?2B6 boys and 37 girls. The yearly
average was 317, being G7 more than for the pre-
vious year. The cost of maintaining the inmates
was 20 8-10 cts. per day each. The receipts for
the year were 524,60f); expenses 524,103.14. They
ask the usual appropriation; referred. Also a
communication from the City Commissioner, in re-
gal dto indexing the houses of the city; referred.

Mr. STAYLOR offered a resolution, directing the
City Commissioner to place Dug stones
across Madison street in front of the
house of the Warden of the Jail. Mr Staylor
moved a suspension of the rules to give the
resolution a second reading. He said that the
Grand Jury had made a report' in regard to the
condition of the jail,with which he could not agree.

He, a3 a neighbor, had frequently visited the jail,
and he was compelled to say that the Grand Jurv
found faults which he thought did not exist. To
his view, the prison was kept as clean as it was
possible to do under the circumstances. The build-
ing was a most imperfect one in its construction.
The ventilation was bad and the system of drain-
age most objectionable. In fact, there was
no means of drainage. A prisoner, with a jack-
knife, for the purpose of having closer commu-
nication with his fellow-prisoner, has cut through
the wall of his cell. The general condi-
tion of (lie jail was good. The manage-
ment desired a full investigation of the
charges of the Grand Jury. In fact, he courted
the investigation, as is shown by hiscomtnunieation :
to the llranch, which was referred to the appropri-
ate committee, it is but fair to suspend any judge-
ment on the subject until the committee has visited
tlie institution and made a proper report to the
Branch. The resolution was rend and adopted.

Mr. STAYLOR offered a resolution directing tlie
City Comptroller to furnish the members with a
copy of the Code of Maryland laws. He stated j
that tlie books had been purchased by the previous j
Council, and were now in possession of the Comp- I
troller Mr. PHELPS and Mr. BOLGIANO opposed !
the resolution; Messrs. STAYLOR and CROUT j
supported it; adopted by a vote of 13 yeas |
to G nays. Mr. CROUT offered a resolu j
tion directing the Commissioners for open- j
ing streets to suspend action relative to i
the opening of Carey street, and requesting
tlie Commissioners to report to the Branch tlie
amount of the expenses which thev have thus far
incurred; referred. Mr. GROUT offered a petition ;
which was numerously signed by tlie property j
holders in the vicinity, remonstrating against the !
opening of Carey street. Mr. Crout stated that the !
property holders in the neighborhood were almost
unanimously opposed to the opening of the street;
referred.??Mr. BA.NDF.L gave notice that he would j
introduce an ordinance providing for the appoint- i
ment of an inspector of gas ana gas meters in tlie |
city of Baltimore. Mr. STAYLOR presented a j
supplementary ordinance, prohibiting the erection j
of any building for the purpose of manufacturing ialcohol, unless with the consent of all the residents
within six hundred feet of the proposed site for the
building; referred.?Mr. DIXON presented a petition
from Thomas J. Hand & Co., asking permission to
ersct a frame shed on their premises, Locust Point;
referred. Adjourned.

SECOND BEANHH.? Present, CHARLES J. BAKER,
Esq., Fresident, and all the members except .Mr.
Miller. Mr. ALRICKS presented the petition of
Frederick Hartung, asking permission to erect a
pottery on his lot on Hull street, near Fort avenue;
referred to the Committee on Intemallmprovements.

Mr. GEORGE, from the Committee on Fire Depart
ment, offered a resolution granting permission to
Jacob Wilson to erect a frame building in his wood
yard, corner of Hughes and William streets, to be
removed on Ist May, '6l; read a second time and
adopted. Mr. MAHDEN introduced a supplement-
ary ordinance in relation to the inspectors of
weights and measures, requiring the inspectors to
have an office in a central location, at which they
shall attend from 8 to 10 A. M., and from 5 to G P.
M. Adjourned*.

LAW INTELLIGENCE.
TRIAL OF MILTON 11. WHITNEY

CHIMINAL COURT?JCDUE BOND.
lion. Henry May, State's Attorney, prosecuting.

-?State vs. Milton Whitney. Indictment (or

making a false report to the House of Delegates.? j
Messrs. Charles 11. Pitts and Wm. Pinkney Whyte
for the defence. Testimouy for the State con-
tinued? Ex-Sheriff Creamer recalled?Mr. Cream 1
er produced his account book, which is kept by the
clerk in his office. He explained the manner of {
making the entries and the different accounts with
the several officers of the Court. By defence? |
Did not make any settlement with any of the ofli- j
cers of the Court, at the end of each term except
with the crier By State ?There was nothing to
prevent Mr. Whitney from getting a settlement at j
the end of each term. By defence?lt was not :
the practice of the officer to have a correct settle- j
merit withthe oflicers at the end of each term. I
Milton B. Kidd, sworn?Am keeper of the records
of the House of Delegates: recollect the passage of |
an order by the House of Delegates asking Mr.
Whitney to make a report; witness directed the}
order to Mr. Whitney by mail; witness |
put it in the post office himself; re-
ceived a report from Mr. Whitney on the 15th I
of February. By defence?Think there was no j
action taken upon the report. The defence be-
ing about to question Mr. Kidd in regard to the iproceedings of the House on the report, Mr. May
suggested that it was unnecessary, as they had the j
journal of the House, which was record evidence, j
Mr. May, then remarked that he would offer in ev-
idence certain papers from the office of the Clerk
of the Superior Court, in the cases of the State es. j
Chns. F. Cloud and sureties, and also of the State
is. Nathaniel Hickman. He offered them to show
that Mr.Whitney received certain sums of money in
the way of fees "and commissions which he failed to
account for to the State. The defence objected !
to the reception of the papers. Mr. Whyte said
they would not object if they were trying the in- j
dictment for embezzlement; but* this in-
dictment charges the trayerser with making !
a false report to the House of Delegates, of the
fees received by him in his office of State's Attor- \
ney, and also with making a false report as to the !
legal expenses of his office. Mr. May said that
he wanted to show that fees and commissions had
been received, and that they had not been report-
ed to the House. Mr. Whyte said they objected,
because it was only secondary evidence." Anterior
to the adoption of the new code, when any public
officer inreceipt of public monies of the State, he-
came a defaulter to the State, it was the duty of
the State Treasurer to call upon the Attorney Gen-
eral or other Attorney, to prosecute the claim oa
the part of the State, for the recovery of the
money, upon the bond of the defaulter, and not
until that claim had been satisfied and the
money recovered could the prosecution re-
ceive one cent of compensation. The Constitution
provides that no money shall be paid from the
Treasury except upon warrant of the Comptrol-
ler. and therefore the State's officer could have re-
ceived nothing unless the money collected was paid
into the Treasury. The prosecutor is not in such a
case in the position of State's Attorney, but only as
an Attorney representing the State upon an ap-
pointment by the Treasurer. By a prohibition of
the law the State's Attorney cannot receipt for any
money received on account of a defaulting officer,
and cases have occurred where defaulting officers
have paid money to the State's Attorney of a coun-
ty, and been required and compelled to pay j
it the second time. By the act of 1811, certain
commissions are allowed the State's officer in such j
cases, going to prove that he is not looked upon in j
the light of a State's Attorney, prosecuting in his j
official, but in a professional capacity. Another j
objection is that these papers can't prove that the
traverser was paid one cent of money; they don't S
show any payment, only show the fact that a judg- j
uient has been satisfied. If that he allowed, then !
the record of the traverser in ail his private prac |
tice might be gone into, and he be required to ac- j
count lor the receipt of every fee in any case in |
which the State of Maryland might have an interest.
?Mr. May said that Mr. Whyte had the advantage !
of him in explaining the practices and system of |
doing business in the office of the Comptroller,hav- j
ing filled that office at one time with marked abili- j
ty, but lie would rather go the fountain head and j
see what the laws are in regard to the functions of j
the State's officer, especially as the practice just
slated by his friend, if it was a practice, was in his j
opinion a vicious one. .he Constitution, the fun-
damental law of the State, prescribes the
duty of the State's Attorney, aud an
act of the Legislature could not change thuse du- j
lies, much less the practice growing up in a public
otlice of the State. The third section of the fifth j
article of the Constitution, says plainly and em- |
piratically that the State's Attorney shall perform ;
such duties and receive such fees and commissions j
as are now received by the Attorney General and j
his deputies. The law then, was that the Attorney
General and his deputies were the exclusive repre- j
sentatives of the State, in all Courts of ijustice, when the interest of the State i
was concerned. The new Code, from which
Mr. May read, makes it the duty of the State's At- j
torney to prosecute or defend in all courts, in any !
suit in which it was necessary for the State j
to be represented. The tenth article of the
Constitution requires the Attorney to keep a
book, in which shall be entered all sums of j
money received by him as compensation for j
official services, which also means commissions, j
Mr. May said that he distinctly denied the right j
for the gentlemen at Annapolis to appoint coun-
sel to represent the State, if the practice existed,
and he did not know that it did txist; he thought
it was a vicious practice and ought to he put down.
If Mr. Whitney, in the case referred to, received j
any monies, no matter what the amount, large or >
small, the principle was the same, he was bound to
return such monies. Mr. May contended that
the papers should be admitted. Mr. Pitts |
agreed with Mr. May that the amounts of
money whether large or small did not |
measure the culpability of the accused, the |
principle was the same; the papers, however, did !
not establish any fact of payment of moneys to

him prior to his report; it was Quite different;
there was a receipt dated April 2G, 1800, two '
months after the order of the House was passed.

Mr. May, here said, that he would follow it up
by proof, to"show that Mr. Whitney received the
amounts of the judgments two years previous to the
order made bv the House "of Delegates. j
Mr. Pitts continued, and skid the question was
whether Mr. Whitney had received the money as
the State's Attorney. The papers did not show
whether the cases "were ever settled. In one of
them?State vs. Hickman?the traverser had enter-
ed a confession of judgment which, bv iaw, con-
stituted a lien upon his property. Mr. Whitnev,
then representing the interests of the State, not as
State's Attorney, but simply as an attorney, filed a
bill in Chancery praying the sale of "the pro-
perty, and a decree accordingly passed
and the sale took place. Afterwards a petition
was filed by Mr. Walsh, one oftbesureties of Hick-
man, asking an appropriation of the proceeds of the
sale. Mr. Pitts urged that the papers were not ev-
idence to_ be admitted in the case to prove the
point at issue. Mr. May insisted that Mn Whit-
ney could only act in such a case as the State's At-
torney, and that on the 11th day of May, 185G, he
had received a large amount of the money en the
judgment against Cloud, from Sheriff Gaskins and
how much he paid into treasury. Whether he had
? right to receive it ii another question. Mr.

Pitts read from the Code to show that the Cotnp-
! trolier was authorized to allow a commission of live
i per cent, on all monies collected for the State, anil

paid into the treasury. Mr. May thought the
Legislature bad no right to pass such a laiv. Mr.

i Whyte read the act authorizing the pavment of
commissions to the State's Attorney. The Court
was of opinion that the papers should not be receiv
ed as evidence; the Court did not consider the com-
missions received as fees of the State's Attorney.?
When the services of the State's officer were ren-
dered under such circumstances, the commissions

j were allowed as pay for extra services

I Mr. May then produced the book of She!ill' Gas-
; kins, and asked the counsel for the defence if they

would insist that the date of April20,1858, was a

i mistake. Mr. Whyte said they would do so.
I Mr. May said he would show by competent testi-

mony that it was not a mistake; and that
i Mr. Gaskins, at the date of the receipt, was

j capable of transacting business. After some
i conversation, Mr. May called to the stand
| Mr. Wiluter, son in-law of Mr. Gaskins.

j Mr. Wiliner, sworn?Am son-in law of Mr. Gask-
ins; that is receipt of Mr. Whitney; know it to
be the correct date ; checked for Sir. Gaskins on
that day ; (check on Mechanics' llatik shown,

j dated 26th April, 'SB, for 596 94.) By defence?-
! Mr. Rogers c uld tell when the check was paid.

I Mr. J. 11. Rogers, teller of the Mechanics' Bank.
| was sent for and sworn?Am teller of Mechanics'
| Bank: the check was paid on the 26th

of April, 1858; have looked at the book
ito verify the fact; have the book here.

Counsel said that was sufficient.
Mr. May then said he bad now come to another
point in the case, that of the expenses of the office,
the returns of which it was alleged were falsely
made to the House of Delegates. He proposed to
show that all the items of oifice rent, fuel, printing,
all going to makeup the account were untrue. He
was going to analyze them, and proposed to
call Mr. Boyle in regard to the expenses of nrinting.

| Mr. Whyte obj-cted; he said that in Mr. Whitney's
i report to the House he had referred them to an ex-
amination of the accounts on file in the Comptrol-

j let's office. These accounts had been audited by
I the Comptroller, the monies tiad been paid and the

j balance returned to the Treasury. Mr. Whyte
contended that the State could not take one, two
or three items and by thein prove that the account
of expenses was false, it must prove by the Comp-
troller who adjusted the accounts that in the
aggregate the report of the expenses were false.?
The Court said that the report referred to accounts
on file in the Comptrollers office. The State could
go on and show that the items, one by one, were
returned falsely. Mr. May said lie proposed to
d.i that as he had before stated. The witness was
then called. Win. K. Boyle, sworn?Am a prac-

itic.il printer; been so for 32 years; [indiotinents
in blank form shown witness] who went on to state
what certain kinds ofblank indictments could be
printed for in lots of 200, 500 and 1,000. The de-
fence asked no questions. J. 11. 1!. Latrobe,
sworn?Mr. May was about to question Mr.
Latrobe as to the expenses per year incur-
red in keeping two offices. The defenceobjected, but afterwards withdrew the objection.?
Mr. Latrobe continued?Allow from thirty to forty
dollars for fuel for my own offices; suppose station-
ery costs about sixty dollars a year; have a clerk
SI,OOO a year, a porter S120; live in my own
office. By defence?Think my offices are worth
three hundred to threehundred and fifty dollars.
Mr. Pitts here remarked that one reason why they
had objected to the reception of this testimony, was
that while this indictment found by the Grand Ju-
ry charged the traveser with making false charges
of expenses, yet there was not one witness on the ,
indictment who was to testify in regard to such
charges. Was the indictment found by the Grand
Jury without having any evidence before them in
regard to such expenses? Mr. May said he be-
lieved the Grand Jury were entirely free from any
such imputation, as acting "in this mai-
ler without having evidence before them.?
He had no knowledge of the deliberations
of the Grand Jury. He would him-
self rather presume that they had failed to put the
names of the witnesses upon the indictment, than
that they had acted without evidence. In this
matter a juror could give testimony himself, some
were landlords and knew something of rent, some
were stationers and perhaps printers and others knew
something of the dealings in the fuel market, Ac., on
this evidence the charge could have been brought.
The examination of witnesses was continued.
Mr. Waters, sworn.?Mr. Whitney rented offices
from me in the years 1555, '56, '57, and part of'sß;
in'55 and '56 he paid §225 per year; in '57 and 'SB
he paid 5250; his time terminated on the 30th of
April, 1858. By defence?The offices were in
Spurrier's court. T. Yates Walsh, sworn.?
Messrs. Whitney and Thomas were tenants of wit-
ness during 'SB and '59; Mr. Whitney rented no
separate office; they rented the two parlors of the
house; rent commenced on 26th January, 1858;
the rent for that year was $330 ; from
26th of January, 1859, the rent was $350.
The chocks for the rent were in the name of Whit-
ney & Thomas ; in the rooms were two coal burn-
ing stoves ; there was a servant who was paid $2
per month ; think from S3O to S4O a year would
cover expenses of fuel in those offices.??George
W. Dobbin, sworn?Witness can only judge of ex-
penses of stationery in a lawyer's office by the ex-
perience in his own otlice ; thought SSO would cov-
er it; clerk told me it was nearer SIOO. Bv de-
fence?Keep(k clerk and pay himSI,OOO a yearfhave
a large correspondence, and he is kept pretty busy.

Chas. Roberts, sworn?The dockets of the Court
show tiie fees to be collected by the Sheriff; fot
September term, '59, witness made up the returns
and compared with Sheriff; found no discrepancy.
Witness then went on to state the number of in-
dictments found during the several terms of 1856

and 1857. In 1856 there were about 2,050 indict-
ments, in 1557 about 1,492; the blanks were also
used in making copies tor attorneys and transcripts
in removed cases; the presentments during the
same years somewhat exceeded the above numbers;
wiien blanks were wanted they were usu-
ally procured from Mr. I'inkney; the clerk's office
did not pay for the printing of these blanks.
By defence.?There was a discrepancy between Mr. |
Whitney and .Mr.Creamer,according to a statement j
made by Mr. Whitney; afterwards it was adjusted !
by witness and Mr. Creamer. 'lhotnas 11. Gard- j
iter sworn. ?Do not pay any of the expense for
printing indictments; have used some indictments
left in the office by Mr. Gwinn and some from Mr. !
Whitney; ltave ail the blanks used by magistrates )
printed; don't know how many; have no account of Ithe number; some time during Jan., '6O, Mr.Whit-
ney called witness' attention to a discrepancy
between him and the Sheriff; it was the orders in
witness'office to have a comparison made at the
end of each term, with Sheriff's book. By De-
fence?The discrepancy referred to, was after Mr.
Creamer's term of office expired. Wm. Lucas,
sworn?A ream of paper contains 480 sheets; fools-
cap paper, such as lawyers generally use, costs
about 53.50 per ream; letter paper, the same; en-
velopes average $3 per thousand, copy book about
$2, a good office book about $2.50, ink and pens for a
year, about S2O would be a lair estimate.
Sprigg Harwood, Treasurer of the State, was then
sworn.?Mr. May said he intended to show by this
witness that there were no accounts of Mr. Whit-
ney's in the Treasurer's office. Defence objected,
as irrelevant, as where under the Constitution and
law they could only be found on file. Mr. Whitney
returned that they were on file inthe Comptroller's
office. Mr. May said the State proposed, also, to
offer, from the Treasurer's office, the accounts of
Mr. Gwinn, former State's Attorney, for the lirst
two years of his term in office, to show what were
the expenses of the otliee, and to make a compari-
son with the report of Mr. Whitney. Mr. Pitts,
after examining the books, said they had no
objection to the books provided all of
them, for the four years, were put in.
Mr. Harwood said, that these two books were the
only books which could be found in his office.
Mr. Whyte said, since the division of the d part-
inent of Comptroller and Treasurer, all accounts of
public officers were kept in the Comptroller's office,
and that was the place where the report told the
House of Delegates they were on file. Mr. May
said the [state did not want any papers or accounts
from the Comptroller's office; if the defence wanted
them let theui produce them. He had gone to
the proper depository to obtain the books,
as the Constitution requires that they shall be
returned to the Treasurer by the State's officer.?
Such copies as are kept in his office which is the
official depository, are the only evidence for the
State to produce in the cause. The Court said
the indictment did not charge that the accounts
were returned to the wrong office, but that the re-
port sent to the House of Delegates was false,
which refers to accounts on file in the Comptroll-
ers office. The Court thought that the State must
show that the accounts referred to in the Comp-
troller's office were false. Mr. Pitts contended
that the books showing the expenses of two years
of Mr. Gwinn were not evidence, whether on file in
the Treasurer's or Comptroller's office. They are
only the written declarations of Mr. Gwinn.?
The defence have the right to put Mr. Gwinn on
the stand, to have the benefit of a cross-examina-
tion. Mr. May said that if Mr. Gwinn was pro-
duced, he could not impeach the testimony in these
books, except for grounds of fraud. They were the
originals filed under the law with the Treasurer,
and were legal evidence, being produced by the
proper custodians. The Court thought the books
could not be any more evidence against Mr. Whit-
ney, as to making a false return of expenses, than
that of Mr. Dobbin. Mr. Gwinn could not
testify as to Mr. Whitney's expenses two
years subsequent to the date "of these books.
Mr. May said the books would show, by compari-
son, the amount of expenses of the same officer,
which, held by different incumbents, they are veri-
fied by the oath of the officer, as required. The
Cnurt said they could not be used as against Mr.
Whitney, but could be used as against Mr.
Gwinn. Mr. May then said that this tes-
timony would have closed the case on the
part of the State, and it would be closed
now, unless the Court?exercising as it does in this
case, both the powers of a judge and jury, deter-
mining facts as well as law?calls for the copies of
the accounts from the office of the Comptroller of
the State. He understood the Court as intimating
just now, that it was the duty of the State to pro-
duce this evidence on its part. lie wished to know
if he was right in this opinion. As the Court's
mind was to be satisfied with the facts,
acting as a jury, and the Court was to de-
termine the case, and as a juror might call for
further or explanatory proof, in that
view he considered it his duty to make
this inquiry. It was his most decided convic-
tion that the evidence from the Comptroller's of-
fice was not admissible, but if it was, and the de-
fence thought it important, they could offer it,but
it was no part of the case of the State. These pa-
pers would have as much authority if they came
from the Land or the Adjutant General's office.?
The Court remarked that the inquiry was whether
the accounts referred to in the report as on file in
the Comptroller's office were true or not, and to
discover their veracity or falsity, the Court was of
opinion that they ought to be produced. Mr.
May said, the indictment did not charge that Mr.
Whitney made a false report to the Comptroller,
but to the House of Delegates. That body not be-
ing able to find the reports of Mr. Whitney in the
Treasurer's office, where they should have been,
and desiring to know what he had received during
certain vears, and what were the legal expenses of
his office, called upon him to furnish them the in-
formation, and in complying with the order the in-
dictment charges that he made a false report. Mr.
May, after a pause, continued and said, if the Court
suggested it he would, perhaps, offer the accounts
on file in the Comptroller's oifice up to the time of
making the report, none of a date after that.?
He had not copies of the accounts
himself, but understood from the Comptroller, that
Mr. Whyte had procured copies, and had given
hint permission to use these copies on the promise
of Mr. Whyte. Copies of the reports for 1856,
'57 and 'SB were then hacdedt£_il_r. May, he say-
ing that the report for '59 he did not want. Mr.
May then went into an examination of the papers,
and after some time spent in so doing,, he remarked
to the Court, that he would like to make a com-
parison of these papers, with some memoran-
da be bad made himself, to determine
whether he would produce them in evidence on the

| part of the State, and be desired until tbe morning
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to so determine. Mr. Pitts said he understood
the State's Attorney to say (hat he had concluded
to offer the papers. Mr. Whvte so understood
the State's officer.??Mr. May" remarked he did
not inter.d (o say anything of the kind, if he was
so understood, and did say so, he emphatically re-
canted. -The Court at 4 o'clock adjourned until
11 o'clock this morning;.

BALTIMORE COUNTY COURT?JUBOS I'FIICE.
TOWSOXTOWN, Jan. 9.? The case of Plumtner vs.

Senior, for trespass?before reported?still on trial.
The case of the State us. Levi Ke.lley (slave

negro), fi.r murder, is fixed for trial on Tuesday
next.

COURT OF APPEALS OF MARYLAND.
DECEMBER TERM, ISGO, ANNAPOLIS, Jan. 9, ISGI.

?On yesterday the Court decided on the motion
then argued before them that one of the cases in-
volving the sale of the State Tobacco Warehouses,
which now stands No. Bon the special docket,
would be taken up in its order when the cases on
that docket were called. And that they would
render their decision as to whether the other case
properly stood for trial at this term when the Court
is full. No. 19. Special docket, ffm. Cecil, ad-
ministrator of Mercy Owens t*. Negroes Rose and
others. Appeal from the Circuit Court for Prince
George's County. The argument in this case was
commenced on yesterday by Robert J. Brent for
the appellant, and Thomas G. Pratt for the appel-
lees, and was continued and concluded to-day by
Tbomas F. Bowie for the appellees, and John P.
Poe for the appellant.
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SENATE.
WASHINGTON-, Jan. 9.?A message was received

from the PRESIDENT of the United States. Mr.
SEWARD presented the petition of the chamber of
commerce of New York city, praying for stcatn
postal communication between Mexico and Califor-
nia. Referred. He also presented a memorial of
citizens of New York, on the present state of the
country.??Mr. SEWAIID said he desired the floor
for Saturday, and Mr. HUNTER said he desired the
floor for Friday on the President's message.
Mr. YULEE introduced n bill to facilitate the
peaceful adjustment of difliculties between the
States. Mr. BIOLER presented sixty-four me-
morials of citizens of Pennsylvania, on the affairs of
the country. Mr. SLIDELB offered the follow-
ing :

eeeoleed. That the President be requested to inform
the Senate whether John B. Floyd, appointed Secretary
of War, and confirmed by the Senate ia 1837, continues
to hold said office; and if not, whether said office b -came
vacant, and further to inform the Senate how and by
whom the duties of that office are now discharged, and
ifan appointment of an acting or provisional appoint-
ment of a Secretary of War has been made; and how,
when, and by what authority it was so made, and why
the fact of said appointment has not been made to the
Senate.

Laid over. Mr. CLARK, offered the following
It''Sol red. That the provisions of the Constitution are

ample for the preservation of the Union and the protec-
tion of all the national interests of the country; that it
needs to be obeyed rather than amended, and that an ex-
trication from our present dansers is to be looked for in
strenuous efforts to preserve the peace, protect the public
property and enforce the laws, rather than in any new
guarantees for particular Interests and compromises for
particular difficulties to unreasonable demands.

Resolrtd, That all attempts to divide the present Union,
or overthrow or abandon the present Constitution, with
the hope or expectation of constructing a new one, are
dangerous, illusory and destructive; that inthe opinion
of the Senate of the United States, no reconstruction is
practicable, and, therefore, to the maintainanco of the

. existing Union and Constitution should be directed all
the energies of all the departments of the government,
and the efforts of all good citizens.

The resolutions were laid over.?Mr. SEWARD
called for the reading of the special message of the
President. Mr. MASON" desired his resolution,
offered by him some time since, considered. The
President decided that the reading of the message
was in order. The message was read, together
with all of the correspondence exchanged between
the President and the South Carolina Commission-
ers. -After the reading?Mr. DAVIS said?Mr.
President, at this time, when the whole country was
looking to South Carolina, and especially to the port
of Charleston, the excitement was intensified by the
arrival of the Commissioners from South Caro-
lina, with an effort to make peaceable negotia-
tion, and to adjust the difficulties between South
Carolina and the United States. The high char-
acter of these Commissioners was well known ?es-
pecially one of them was wellknown to those who
have served in the Senate for many years, for his
urbanity and Christianity in all the relations of
life, and gave assurance that this negotiation might
be peaceable; it gave reason to hope that they
mignt be successful. They were, however, sudden-
ly terminated, and the rumor went forth that, not-
withstanding the high character of these gentle-
men, they had violated all the amenities of life,
and had insulted the President; and the fact was
known everywhere that the Commissioners had re-
tired from Washington, and the negotiations were
abruptly terminated. The President in his mes-
sage here does not even allude to the
cause of the failure of those negotiations
and does not even tell us that the
commissioners have gone home. He stops with the
letter which he sent to them,and which,l must say,
with ail respect to the high office which he holds,
was wanting in firm ess, and was a perversion of
the arguments which they had presented. They
replied to him and exposed the unfairness of his
treatment of the facts which they stated, and cer-
tainly being most uncomfortable to him, he return-
ed their letter as one which he could not receive,
and in his communication to us he does not even
permit us to know that these commissioners had at-
tempted to reply to the positions he had taken.?
Hut with this misstatement of his paper to them he
sent that paper to the world without even a ref-
erence to the fact that be was answered. 1 have
an authentic copy of their answer, and I send itto

the desk that it may be read. Mr. KING
said that the Senator from Mississippi
talked of the high character of these
commissioners. lienedict Arnold and Aaron l!urr
once also had high characters. Mr. DAVlS?-
(interrupting with much vehemence)?the Senator

from New York once has occupied a much higher
position than lie does now. I call him to order,
sir. Mr. KING ?These men are messengers of
treason. [Cries of order! order!] Mr. DAVIS

I call the Senator to order. I sent that paper to
the Chair to be read. [Cries of order! order!]
Mr. KING?I call the Senator from Mississippi to
order. I object to the reading of the paper.
Mr. DAVIS?If the Senator from New York has
the meanness to object, let him do so. [Cries of
order! order!] Mr. ICING?I objected to the
reading. Ido not want to hear the paper read.
[A very long discussion ensued on the point of
order, as to whether the Senator from Mis-,

sissippi offered the paperas apart ofhis remarks
or for a part of the proceedings of the Senate.]? Mr.
KING said that he supposed the paper was sent up
to supply a defect in the Message of the President.

Mr. DAVISsaid that he intended to present
the paper as a portion ot his remarks, but as the
Senate had taken possession of it, they could keep

it or let it alone. The Chair (Mr. FITZPAT-
RICK) decided that if the paper was presented to
the Senate it formed a part of the proceedings. As
to its reception, that was a question, objection
being, tnade, for the decision of the Senate under
the rule. This decision was sustained, an ap-
peal beiDg taken; and on a vote, it was agreed
that the paper should be read?yeas 30, nays 13.
[The paper was then read. It is an authen-
tic copy of the reply returned by the President to
the committee. It has been published in al! of the
daily journals.] Mr. DAVIS, resuming, said
that the long episode between the first part of his
remarks and his present words, bad essentially
changed their tenor. I feel now, even more than
before, pity for the chief executive of the United
States. The proposition was made here to read a
paper as a part of my remarks, when the Senator
from New York (Mr. King), took upon himself
the duty of protecting the executive. Fall-
en indeed is that executive who so lately
was borne into the high office which he holds
upon the shoulders of the Democracy of
the land, when he comes down to depend upon the
Senator from New York for protection. lie
thanked the Senator for being the means of bring-
ing to light a communication which might not
otherwise have been specially noticed. He tben
yielded to a postponement of the message till to-
morrow, when he will address the Senate. Mr.
Crittenden's resolutions were taken up and post-
poned until to-morrow. The Pacific Railroad
bill was taken up after a brief debate. Mr. RICE
moved to postpone it indefinitely. Pending a
vote the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The Speaker laid before the House a communica-

tion from the Secretary of the Navy, relative to
rilled cannon and armaments of sbips-of-war. Re-
ferred to Committee on Naval Affairs. ?M r.MORSE
ineffectually sought to introduce a resolution ma-
king inquiry as to the use of coast telegraphs or
night signals by the navy. On motion of Mr.
GROW the Territorial business was postponed till
Tuesday and Wednesday iff next week. Mr.
STANTON submitted somepapers from the War De-
partment as to the number of arms sold by the gov-
ernment. Referred to Committeeon MilitaryAffairs.

Mr. STRATTON presented a memorial
from citizens of New Jersey, with reference to the
present condition of the country, and praying that
Congress would take the necessary steps to restore
peace and harmony. Mr. STRATTON moved to

have the memorial referred to the Committee of
Thirty-three. Objections being taken the memo-
rial could not be received. The message from
the President of the United States relative to the
South Carolina and secea-ion movement generally,
and seizure of forts, Ac., at the South was received
and read. Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan, reintro-
duced his resolutions to the following purport: Ist.
Whether any officers of the Government are now
treating with South Carolina. 2nd. WhetLer any
officer had proposed arrangements with South Car-
olina, relative to the forts, Ac., in Charleston Har-
bor. 3rd. Wbetberany demands had been made
for tbe reinforcement of said forts, and why they
had not been furnished. 4th. Where the ships of
war of the United States were stationed and their
condition, and orders issued to the officers in com-
mand. sth. Whether any Government buildings
had been seized bv the people of Charleston,
and the particulars of the seizure. Gth. Wheth-
er any revenue cutter had been seized
and whether steps taken for her recapture.
Mr. HOWARD moved the previous Question
on the adoption of his resolution. Mr. "HOUS-
TON objected to the latter part of the resolution,
giving instructions to the committee to report at
any time. On motion of Mr. CRAWFORD, the
latter part was struck out. Mr. GARNEI'T
moved that the Message be referred to Committee
of Whole on State of Union. The SPEAKER
ruled the motion out of order. Mr. PHELPS
looked upon the resolution as an attempt got up to
indict some body and he would vote against it.
Mr, FLORENCE was opposed to the language in
which the resolution was couched, and he would
vote against it. Mr. MARTIN, of Va., looked
upon it as a fire-brand cast upon the country, and
would oppose it. The previous question being

i seconded, the yeas and nays were taken on the
1main question?shall tbe resolution pass, and it was
carried by yeas 133, nays 68. Mr. MAYNARD
offered a resolution to the effect that leave be
granted that a minority report may be sent in at
any time from the Committee of Tbirtv-turee.
Mr. BURNETT moved that the Committee of Thir-ty-three be discharged, as there was no probability
of their coming to any result whatever. Therewas no action taken on Mr. Maynard's resolution.
On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the House went into
Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union,
(Mr. BURNETT chairman,) upon the civil and mis-
cellaneous appropriation bill. After a protracted
debate the committee rose, and the Chairman re-
ported progress. Mr. LEAKE, of V rginia, pro-
posed that further instruction be added to the res-
olution of Mr. Howard, referred to the Com-
mittee of Thirty-three, to the effect that th e com-
mittee inquire whether any arms have been re-
moved from the armory to that of Pittsburgh; andif so, by whose orders "they were so removed?
On motion of Mr. GROW, "any of the armories" of
the United States was substituted for "armory" at
Harper's Ferry. Tbe resolution, as amended,
was passed. The House then adjourned.

THE NATIONAL CRISIS.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE,

Secession of Mississippi.

MOVEMENTS IN VIRGINIA.

IMPORTANT FROM WASHINGTON.

United States Sloop-of-War

Brooklyn gone to Seliove the

Star of the West.

HVg- t'ommenceel!

THE STAR OF THE WEST FIRED INTO FROM
FORT MOI LTRIE AND MORRIS' ISLAND.

&e., &c., &c.

[BY TELEGRAPH.]

MESSAGE OP TIIE PRESIDENT OP TIIE
UNITED STATES TO CONGRESS.

To the Senate anil House of Representatives :
Atthe opening of your present session 1 called

your attention to the dangers which threatened
the existence of the Union. I expressed my opin-
ion freely concerning the original causes of those
dangers, and recommended such measures as I be-
lieved would have the effect of tranquilizing the
country and saving it from the peril in which it
had been needlessly and most unfortunately in-
volved.

Those opinions and recommendations I do not now
propose to repeat. My own convictions upon the
whole subject remain unchanged. The fact that a
great calamity was impending over the nation was
even at that time acknowledged by every intelli-
gent citizen. It had already made itself felt
throughout the length and breadth of the land.
The necessary consequences of the alarm thus pro-
duced were most deplorable?imports fell off with
a rapidity never known before, except in time of
war, in the history of our foreign commerce; the
treasury was unexpectedly left without means
which it had reasonably counted upon to meet thepublic engagements; trade was paralyzed; manu-
factures were stopped; the best public securitiessuddenly sunk in the market; every species of pro-
perty depreciated more or less, and thousands of
poor men, who depended upon their daily labor for
their daily bread, were turned out of employment.

I deeply regret that I am not ablo to give you
any information upon the state of the Union which
is more satisfactory than what I was then obliged
to communicate. On the contrary, matters ares till
worse at present than they then were. WhenCongress met, strong hopes pervaded the whole
public mind that some amicable adjustment of the
subject would speedily be made, by the representa-
tives of the States, and of the people, which might
restore perce between conflicting sections of the
country. That hope hasbeen diminished bv every
hour of delay, and as the prospect of a bloodless
settlement fades awav, publicdistress becomes more
and more aggravated

As evidence of this, it is only necessary to say
that the Treasury Notes authorized bv the Act of
the 17tli of December last, were advertised accord-
ing to law, and that no responsible bidder offered
to take any considerable sum at par at a lower rate
of interest than 12 per cent. From these facts it
appears that in a Government organized like ours,
domestic strife or even a well-grounded fear of
civil hostilities is more destructive to our public
and private interests than a most formidable
foreign war.

In my annual message I expressed the convic-
tion, which 1 have long deliberately held, and
which recent reflection has only tended to deepen
ar.d confirm, that no State has a right by its own
act to secede from the Union or to throw off its
Federal obligations at pleasure. I also declared
my opinion to be that even if that right existed,
and should be exercised by any State of the Con-
federacy, the Executive department of this govern-
ment had no authority under the Constitution to
recognize its validity, by acknowledging the inde-
pendence of such State.

This left me no other alternative, as chief execu-
tive officer under the Constitution, but to collect
the public revenues and to protect the public prop-
erty, so far as this might be practicable under ex-
isting laws. This is still my province. My
province is to execute and not to make laws.?
It belongs to Congress exclusively to re-
peal, to modify or enlarge their provisions to
meet exigencies as they may occur. I possess no dis-
pensing power. 1 certainly had no right to make
aggressive war upon any State, and 1 am perfectly
satisfied that the Constitution ba3 wisely withheld
that power even from Congress.

But the right and duty to use military force de-
fensively against those who resist the federal ofli
cers in ihe execution of their legal functions, and
against those who assail the property of the feder-
al government, is clear and undeniable. But a
dangerous and hostile attitude of States towards
each other, has already far transcended and cast in
the shade the ordinary executive duties already pro-
vided for by law, and has assumed such vast and
alarming proportions as to place the subject entire-lyabove and beyond executive control.

The fact cannot be disguised that we are in the
midst of a great revolution in all its various bear-
ings. Therefore I commend the question to Con-
gress as the only human tribunal, under Rrovidence,
possessing power to meet the existing emergency.
To them exclusively belongs the power to declare
war or to authorize the employment of military
force in all cases contemplated by the Constitution;
and they alone possess power to remove grievances
which might lead to war, and to secure peace and
union to this distracted country. On them, and on
them alone, rests the responsibility.

The Union is a sacred trust left' by our revolu-
tionaryfathers to their descendants, and never did
any other people inherit so rich a legacy. It has
rendered us prosperous in peace and triumphant in
war. Our national flag has floated in glory over
every sea. Under its shadow, American citizens
have found protection and respect in all lands be-
neath tbe sun. Ifwe descend to considerations of
purely material interest, when, in the history of
all time, has a confederacy been bound together bv
such strong ties of mutual interest ? Each portion
of it is dependent on all, and all upon each portion,
for prosperity and domestic security.

Free trade throughout the whole supplies the
wants of one portion from the productions of
another, and scatters wealth everywhere. The
great planting and farming States require the aid
of the commercial and navigating States, to send
their prbductions to domestic and foreign markets,
and to furnish naval power to render their trans-
portation secure against all hostile attacks. Should
the Union perish in the midst of the present excite-
ment, we have already had sad foretaste 'of the
universal suffering which would result from its de-
struction. The calamity would be severe in every
portion of the Union, and would be quite as great,
to say the least, in the Southern as in tbe Northern
States.

The greatest aggravation of the evil, and that
which would place us in a most unfavorable light,
both before the world and posterity is, as I am firm-
ly convinced, that the secession movement has been
chiefly based upon a misapprehension at the South
of the sentiments of the majority in several of the
Northern States. Let the ijuestion be transferred
from political assemblies to the ballot box, and tbe
people themselves would speedily redresss all seri-
ous grievances which the South has suffered. But
in Heaven's name let trial be made before we
plunge into armed conflict upon mere assumption
that there is no other alternative. Time is a great
conservative power.

Let us pause at this momentous point and afford
ihe people, both North and South, an opportunity
for reflection. Would that South Carolina bad
been convinced of this truth before her precipitate
action. Therefore I appeal through you to the
people of tbe country to declare in their might that
the Union must and shall be preserved by all con-
stitutional means. I most earnestly recommend
that you devote yourselves exclusively to the ques-
tion?how this can be accomplished in peace. All
other questions, when compared to this, sink into
insignilicance. The present is no time for palia-
tions?action, prompt action, is required. A delay
in Congress to prescribe or to recommend distinct
and practical propositions for conciliation may
drive us to a point from which it willbe almost im-
possible to recede.

Common ground, on which conciliation and har-
mony can be produced is surely not unattainable,
propositions to compromise by lettingthe North
have exclusive control of territory above a certain
line, and to give Southern institutions protection
below that line, ought to receive universal appro-
bation. In itself, indeed, it mac not be entirely
satisfaction, hut when the alternative is between
reasonable concession on both sides and the destruc-
tion of tbe Union, it is an imputation upon the pa-
triotism of Congress to assert that members will
hesitate for a moment.

Even now danger is upon us. In several of the
States which have not seceded, forts, arsenals, and
magazines of the United States have been seized.?
This is by far tbe most serious step which has been
taken since the commencement of the troubles.?
This public property has long been left without
garrisons and troops for its protection, because no
person doubted its security under tbe flag of the
cuuntry in any State of the Union; besides our
small army has scarcely been sufficient to guard
our remote frontiers against Indian incursions.?
The seizure of this property, from all appearances,
has been purelv aggressive, and not in resistance
to any attempt to coerce States to remain in the
Union.

At the beginning of these unhappy troubles I de-
termined that no action of mine should increase the
excitement in either section of the country. Ifthe
political conflict were to end in civil war, it was
my determined purpose not to commence it, oreven
furnish an excuse for it by any act of the govern-
ment. My opinion remains unchanged that justice
as well as sound policy requires us still to seek a
peaceful solution of the questions at issue between
the North and the South. Entertaining this con-
viction, I refrained even from sending reinforce-
ments to Major Anderson, commanding the forts in
Charleston harbor, until an absolute necessity for
doing so should make itself apparent, lest it might
unjustlybe regarded as a menace of military co-
ercion, and thus furnish, if not provocation, at
lea-t pretext for an outbreak on the part of South
Carolina.

No necessity for these reinforcements seemed to
exist. I was assured by distinguished and upright
gentlemen of South Carolina that no attack upon
Major Anderson was intended, but that on the con-
trary, it was the desire of the State authorities as
much as it was my own to avoid the fatal conse-
quences which must eventually follow military col-
lision. And here I deem it proper to submit for
your information, copies of a communication dated
the 28th of December, 1860; addressed to me by K.
VV. Barnwell, J. 11. Adams and James L. Orr, com-
missioners from South Carolina, with accompany-
ing documents and copies of my answer threto,
dated 31st Deeember,

In further explanation of Major Anderson's re-
moval from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter, it is

proper to ? tate that after my answer to (lie South
Carolina Commissioners, the War Department n -.d
a letter from that gallant ollicer. dated the 27ih
December, 1860, the day after this movement, from
which the following is att extract :

"I will add as my opinion that many tilings con-
vinced me that the authorities of the State
designed to proceed to a hostile act. (liefer! in"
to orders dated December llth, of the late Secrt"
tary of War.) Under this impression, I could not
hesitate that it was my solemn duty to move my
command from a fort which we could not probably
have held longer than forty-eight or staty hours,
to this one where my power of resistance is in-
creased to a very great degree." ]t will be recol-
lected that the concluding part of these orders was
in the following terms:

"The sinallness of your force willnot permit you,
perhaps, to occupy more than one of the three
forts, but an attack or an attempt to take posses-
sion of either one of them will be regarded as an
act of hostility, and you may then put your com-
mand into either of them which you may deem
most proper to increase its power of resistance.?
Vou are also authorized to take similar defensivesteps whenever you have tangible evidence of a de-sign to proceed to a hostile act."

It is said that serious apprehensions are to some
extent entertained, in which 1 do not share, that
the peace of this District may be disturbed before
the 4th of March. In any eventit will be mv duty
to preserve it, and this duty shall be performed.

in conclusion, it may be permitted to me to re-
mark that 1 have often warned my country men of
the dangers which now surround us. This may bethe last time I shall refer to the subject oliiciallv.1 feel that my duty has been faithfully, though it
may be, imperfectly performed, and whatever re-
sults may be, I shall carry to my grave the consci-
ousness that 1 at least meant well for my country.

JAMK3 BUCHANAN."
Washington City, January Bth, IRGI.

?Soiitli Carolina Commenced t.ic "War?The
.Star of the "West Fired into from Fort
Moultrie and Morris' Island?Fort Sumter
did not ltespomt.
CHARLESTON, Jan. 9.?The steamer Star of the

West, with troops to reinforce Fort Sumter,arrived
oil the Charleston Bar at an early hour this morn-
ing, when she attempted to enter the harbor with
tho American flag flying, when a brisk lire was
opened upon her by the garrison stationed at the
Bight House on Morris* Island.

The guns ol Fort Moultrie, on the other
side, also opened on her, when the steamer put
about and went to sea again. We have not been
able to learn whether the steamer or any person on
board was injured. The belief is that no injury
was sustained either by the boat or those on
board.

Major Anderson, from Fort Sumter, did not re-
spond.

FLAO OF TRUCE FROM SUMTER?LIEUT. HALLIN SECRET

SESSION WITIITHE GOVERNOR.
CHARLESTON, Jan. 9.?Lieutenant Hall, of Fort

Sumter came over to the city about 11 o'clock this
morning, with a flag of truce, and repaired to the
quartets of the Governor, followed by a crowd of
citizens.

He was in secret communication with the Gov-
ernor and Council for about two hours. At two
o'clock be was sent in a carrige, with the Govern-
or's aids to the wharf, and retired to Fort Sumter.

The object of the mission is not known, but it is
supposed that it relates to the firing into the Star
of the West.

The people are intensely excited. There war no
demonstration against Lieutenant Hall, but the
curiosity to know the purport of his mission is in-
tense.

FURTHER PARTICULARS.
CHARLESTON, Jan. 9.?At an early hour this

morning, ourcitizens were aroused by the loud and
repeated reverberation of cannon to seaward, and
a general rush was made from all parts of the citv
to the wharves. The excitement was intense, and
the military rushed to arms for the general defence-

Twelve or fifteen reports were heard, first from
the works on Mortis' Island, followed by a few
shots from Fort Moultrie.

T ho anxiety to know the cause of the firing was
intense, tlie whole city remaining for an hour or
more in suspense. There were no shots fired from
Fort Sumter, and it was at once supposed to have
been occasioned by the Star of the West attempting
to enter the harbor with reinforcements to Major
Anderson. Later in the day this was ascertained
to be the case.

Whilst the excitement was at its height a boat
was observed to leave Fort Sumter, with an otiicer
bearing a flag of truce and approach tbe citv. The
otiicer proved to be Lieutenant ila!!, who proceed-
ed to the quarters of the Governor, followed by an
immense concourse of citizens.

l'ho interview of Lieutenant Ilall with the Gov-
ernor and Counsel closed about 2 o'clock, when lie
returned to Fort Sumter. The object of bis mis-
sion has not yet transpired, though I learn trom
high authority, that the message of Major Ander-
son related to the liring into the Star of the West,
and that iti 3 of a most threatening character.

VIRGINIALEGISLATURE.

RICHMOND, Jan. B.?Last night the Senate had
under consideration resolutions for calling a Na-
tional Convention, to propose amendments to the
Constitution.

The House to-day passed the first section of a
bill for tbe calling of the State Convention, desig-
nating tbe 4th of February for the election of dele-
gates.

In the Senate to-day, a joint resolution was in-
troduced, to appoint a committee to represent to
the President of the United States, that, in the
judgment of the General Assembly of Virginia, any
additional display of military power iu the South
will jeopard the tranquility of the Republic, and
that the evacuation of Fort Sumter i; the first
step towards a restoration of peace and harmony.
This resolution lies over.

The resolutions under consideration last night,
relating to the calling of a National Convention
with an amendment, providing for a Convention ot
the slave States produce concert of action, were
referred to the Joint Committee on Federal Rela-
tions.

[Special Despatch to the Daily Exchange.]
WASHINGTON, Jan. 9.? The Committee of Thirty-

three will meet to-morrow to determine upon
Davis' resolutions, adopted by sub committee.?
They relate to the duty of Government to enforce
the laws and request the States to revise their sta-
tutes so as to protect the citizens of other States,
traveling or sojourning therein, and secure them
against popular violence or illegal summary pun-
ishment, and suggests that States revise laws so as
to inflict punishment on lawless invasii ns of one
State or Territory by another. If these are adopt-
ed the labors of committee will be concluded, but
they will not report to the House unless the border
slave State members agree to support the report
in the House. Hamilton, of Texas, is a strong
Union man and will do so, also Winter Oavi.q
others are doubtful.

Neither Miles, Taylor, Houston, Winslow nor
Lane has met with committee for some time. They
withdrew when territorial arrangements was vo-
ted down. They will make a minority report and
be joined by Rust and others, if the majority re-
port should not be satisfactory to the South. If
Crittenden's proposition be proposed as an amend-
ment it will carry, but will not receive the re-
quired two-thirds majority.

Mr. Bingham willnot report bis torce bill again
for some time, further developments as to its neees
sitv being waited for. Judiciary Committee find
insuperable legal objections to the proposition to
avoid collision by declaring South Carolina ports
not to be ports of entry, and will not adopt it.

Seward's speech is awaited with great interest.
The policy he willurge is not known, but he states
in private that the difficulty can be easily arran-
ged.

The Message greatly pleases Republicans, who
will mark their approval of it by attending the
President's reception to morrow night in large
numbers.

Russell was released to day on bail.
'i'ho Report of Mr. Toombs' arrest on charge of

treason is unfounded.

THE UNITED STATES STEAM SLOOP Of WAIt BROOKLYN
GONE TO SKA? DESTINATION SUPPOSED TO I!K
CHARLESTON TO RELIEVE THE STAR OF THE WEST.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9.?A despatch from Norfolk
states that the sloop of war Brooklyn, went imme-
diately to sea this afternoon, passing the capes at
2 o'clock.

The object of lier departure for Charleston is sup-
posed to be to relieve the steamer Star of the West
in case the South Carolina authorities oppose the
entrance of the latter into the harbor, bv bringing
back the troops to Norfolk.
THE ORDERING OF REINFORCEMENTS TO FORT SUMTER

UNITED STATES DRAFTS DISHONORED BY THE SUB-

TREASURER AT CHARLESTON.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9.?There seems to be a mis-
take or misapprehension in reference to the order-
ing of troops to Fort Sumter. It is denied by gen-

tlemen very intimately related to the Administra-
tion, that the recruits sent to Fort Sumter, were
ordered without the previous sanction of the Pre-
sident, and further that the subject was discussed
in the Cabinet, and that the Acting Secretary of

War, Mr. Holt, as well as some other members of

the Cabinet, clearly understand that it was the
wish of the President that the recruits should at
once be sent.

The War Department is in possession of informa-
tion that the Governor of South Carolina has for-

bidden tbe United States Sab-Treasurer at Charles-
ton from paying the drafts of the Paymaster, in
favor of Major Anderson and his command, and
that the Sub-Treasurer has refused accordingly.

Half a million dollars in specie is daily expected
here from New York by the Treasury Department.

Commander Maury says that the long passage of
the sloop-of-war Levant, does not, in his judgment,
justify the supposition of her loss, and he gives
reasons lor his belief.

WASHINGTON ITEMS.
WASHINGTON, Jan. 9.?Commander Ilartstenc, of

South Carolina, has resigned his position in the
navy.

Captain Kearney, of New Jersey, has written a

recall of his letter of resignation, but it appears
that this was never received at the Navy Depart-
ment.

A telegraphic despatch from the Navy Depart-
ment, to an ofiictr at Key West, was recently inter-
cepted at Mobile by the authorities there.

It appears from the oilicial report that since
April last the Government has sold to various par-
ties 24,000 muskets, altered from flint locks to per-
cussion, at a cost of 22 cts. a-piece. The amount
realized by the sale was $60,000. These arms are
considered as almost worthless, having previously
been condemned by the ordinance officers.

Senator Seward has the floor for Saturday, to
speak on the state of the Union.

Energetic measures are being made for the pro-
tection of public property in and about the city.

The United States Agricultural Society com-

, menced i's annual session at the Smithsonian Insti-
j tute to-day Colonel Ware, of Va., was elected
President, pro lew. The act of incorporation, given
by Congress was accepted, and the usual committee
were appointed.

SECESSION IN MISSISSIPPI.

JACKSON, iliss., Jan. 8, 18G1.?The Committee on
the Ordinance of Secession is now in caucus. The
excitement and anxiety arc intense.

The Commissioners from Alabama and South
Carolina were invited to seats.

A resolution was adopted to amend the Constitu-tion ol the State, authorizing the borrowing of
f? r the purpose of military defence.Ihe following Standing Committees were ap-

pointed :
On federal Jurisdiction of Propertv in Missis-

sippi.
On Postal Affairs.
On a State Constitution.
On Xaval and Military Affairs.
On the Formation of a Southern Confederacy, to

report by ordinance, or otherwise.
A resolution of invitation to the Judges of the

High and Circuit Courts to seats was passed.
Much of the day was occupied in the discussion

o( the power of the Convention to amend the Con-
stitution of the State.

A despatch was received from Georgia, announc-
ing the determination of that State to immediately

! secede. This was greeted with applause.
Adjourned till to-morrow, when the Committee

on the Secession Ordinance will report.
The galleries were full of ladies
The military had a State parade to-dav under a

llag of fifteen stars.
The hotels are thronged with interested citizens

from abroad.
MISSISSIPPI VOTES HEUSEI.P OUT OF THE UNION?I ILU-

MINATION'S, SALUTES ANUFIRE WOEKS.

JACKSON, Miss., Jan.9.?The Convention of this
State has passed the ordinance of secession by a
vote of 84 to 15.

The prominent buildings in tbe city are illumina-
ted, and salutes of cannon and lire-works give ex-
pression to tbe public satisfaction.
ALAIIAMACONVENTION?COMMITTEE TO PREPARE AN OK-

DINANCE OF SECESSION APPOINTED.
MONTGOMERY, Jan. 9. ?The Convention has been

in session yesterday and to day, mostly with closed
doors. A Committee of Thirteen was appointed
yesterdrv to report an ordinance of secession, con-
sisting ol seven secessionists, and six cn-operation-
ists, which will probably meet to-morrow. On a
test vote in the Convention the ordinance for im-
mediate secession willprobably pass by a small ma-
jority. Nothing of interest was determined on to-
day.

MILITARYFOIt FLORIDA.
MONTGOMERY, ALA., Jan. 9. ?Five volunteer com-

panies departed from this city to-dav for Pensacola,
Florida. It is understood that they go, at the re-
quest ol the Governor of Florida, to assist in cap-
turing the forts and Government property at that
station.

The following is a part of a letter received here
from a very prominent citizen of South Carolina:

CHARLESTON, Jan. 7.
"We have a comparative calm at present. The

city is full of troops, and all military points abou
the coast and harbor are fortified and garrisoned
(except Fort Sumter, of course,) by the State
forces. I still hope there will be no war, but the
hearts and arms of the people are fully prepared for
that emergency, if it should arise.

"i do hope that Maryland and Virginia will join
tiie Southern cause, even if "new guarantees" are
demanded by them, as sufficient, surely tho most
effective mode of securing that is by showing a firm

front now."
GOV LANE, OF INDIANA,ON TIIE CRISIS.

INDIANAPOLIS,Ind., Jan. B. ?The anniversary of
the battle of New Orleans was celebrated by a line
military parade here to day. The Governor elect,
who welcomed tbe military, made a short but pat-
riotic speech, lie claims from tliem devotion to
the Union and Constitution, and a vigilantenforce-
ment of the laws. Some, ho said, wished to live
under the protection of a flag of one star, but be
knew no other llag but the flag of his country ; un-
der it be would lead them to battle; under it be
would live and die. He said it is time to lay aside
all partisan strife and cherish feelings of a common
brotherhood.

A national salute was fired in honor of Major
Anderson.

UNITED STATES CRUISERS ON TIIE SOUTHERN" COAST.
We find the following in the Savannah JVcirs ol

Monday:
Capt. Horner, of the brig liallie Jackson, which

arrived here Saturday, reports that on the night of
the 3d instant, about midnight, he saw a steamer
laying to, with Hunter's Island light bearing N. W.
17 miles, with no lights set. lie tacked close by,
when the vessel hoisted lights, but alter passing it
the lights were taken down again. Also, on the
night of the 4th, Captain Horner reports seeing a
steamer nll'Tybee, running to and fro between the
bar and the light. The last he saw of the vessel she
was going out to sea with a large light set. Capt.
Ilotner is of the opinion that the vessels seen were
U. S. cruisers. A letter received by the editor of
this paper yesterday, dated Montgomery, Ala., 4th
inst., says: "We are advised that there"are two or
three war-steamers off' Pensacola."

MOVEMENTS IN MARYLAND.
QUEEN ANNK'B COUNTY.

A meeting of the citizens of Queen Anne's county
was held at Centreville on the 27th ult. Col. J. B.
Thomas was called to the chair. S. J. Bradley,
Esq., Dr. Thomas S.Wilson, Henrv Hollyday, Esq.,
Cof. Samuel T. Harrison and l)r. K. W. Earickson,
were appointed Vice Presidents; and W. J. Gibson
and John 11. Kowlenson, Secretaries.

The object of the meeting was stated to be for the
purpose of consulting together and taking such ac-
tion as may be agreed upon in view of the present
crisis in the politicalall'airs of the country.

The following resolution was offered and adopted:
Rcsnlrcd, That a committee of five he appointed by this

meeting* to waitupon the Governor, and request him to
call an extra session of the Legislature at an early day as
practicable, for the purpose ofcalling a State Convention,
to deliberate and determine what course Maryland, as one
of the confederated States, shall pursue in reference to the
impending crisis.

In accordance with the resolution the following
named gentlemen were appointed a committee to
wait upon the Governor: J. W. E. Sudler, Esq.,
Col. Samuel T. Harrison, James T. Earle, William
S. Price ar:d A. W. Thompson, Esqs.

A letter was read from the lion. R. B. Car-
miehael, expressing regret that he could not attend
the meeting, that he sanctioned the call of the
meeting and that he was entirely in favor of memo-
rializing the Governor to convene the Legislature
at an early day that a State Convention be called

UNITED STATES AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
?NINTH ANNUAL MEETING.

Tbe U. S. Agricultural Society held its ninth
annual meeting at the Smithsonian Institution to-
day .

Eight annual meetings ol this association have
been held in Washington city, w here gentlemen
from nearly every State in the Union have assem-
bled to discuss such matters as have been presen-
ted at all, calculated to promote the cause for
which the Society was founded. Eight annual
exhibitions have been held under their auspices,
which have added not a little towards the increase
of the efficiency of State and local associations
all over the country, as also to call together the
most intelligent farmers, mechanics, and followers
of every branch of art throughout the Union.

Under its auspices a journal of agriculture has
been published quarterly, which furnishes valuable
information to the world concerning the progress
of agriculture and the mechanical arts throughout
the American nation.

The Society is entirely supported by private
contributions.

To-day they met for tbe first time under the act
of incorporation. There were present at the opea-
ing Frederick Smyth, of the New Hampshire State
Agricultural Society; Hon. C. L. Ileal!, of the
New York State Society; John McGowan, of the
Philadelphia Society for the Promotion of
Agriculture; John Merryman, President of the
Maryland State Agricultural Society; Gen. Cal-
vert, of the Maryland Agricultural College; J.
B. Crippen, delegate of the Michigan State Agri
cultural Society; J. M. Cannon, from lowa State
Society; Col. Mallory, of the Kentucky Society;
and delegations from the Ohio, .Massachusetts,
and Connecticut Societies.

Col. Ware, of the State Society of Virginia,
was also present.

The President of the Society, lion. 11. Wager,of
New York, being absentfrom sickness, and no Vice
President being present, the Treasurer, B. B.
French, Esq., at the request of the executive com-
mittee, called the society to order.

On motion, Col. Ware, of Va., was called to the
chair.

The charter granted by Congress was received
and accepted.

The Treasurer reports that the balance in bis
hands in January, 1860, was $210.(10. Since that
time ho had received from all sources $23,034.93,
making in all $23,975.53. Ib'had paid on account
of premiums at Cincinnati $12,041.61; on account
of bills contracted at the exhibition there (inclu-
ding $2,308.45 paid to Mr. McGowan for tbe pur-
chase of medals)sC,SQo.6l. Total paid out on ac-
count of the ordinary annual expenses $18,841.61.
Amount paid out on account of the ordinary an-
nual expenses ot the society, $4,119.05; in all, $22,
960 55. Leaving cash on hand, $1,014,89.

Of the avails of the exhibition at Chicago in
1859, the sum of SB,OOO was placed in the hands

of 11. Wager, Esa., by direction of the executive
committee for investment. Of that sum he has
paid over to tbe treasurer during the past year,
$5,493.45, which is included in the receipts above
stated.

The library and reading room was kept open
every day during the year, and the secretary has
attended there every day, except when absent on
business of the society. Three hundred dollars,
in addition to the gas bills, was appropriated for
the expenses of the room, for incidental expenses,
and for additions to the library.

Of this, $175 were necessary for postage; s2l
had been devoted to the library; and one hundred
volumes of books had been collected free of
charge.

The secretary's report was referred to the exec-
utive committee.

Major French moved in consideration of the
slim attendance, the society now adjourn till to-
morrow morning at ten o'clock. Carried. ? Wash-
ington Star, Jan. 9.

The Milwaukie Sentinel says the wool crop of
Wisconsin, for 1860, is estimated by parties in the
trade, who canvassed the State pretty thoroughly,
at a million and a quarter pounds, against a yield
of a million pounds in 1559, indicating an increase
of 25 per cent, in the production of this article in
one year.

The South Carolina papers are discussing what
shall be the name of the new confederacy. A cor-
respondent of the J lercury suggests "Apalachia."
One in the Columbia Guardian proposes "Colum-
bia." The editor prefers the words "Southern
Confederacy." A Virginiapaper suggests "Wash-
ington."

The Kev. Henry Ward Beechcr delivered a lec-
ture on the Filgrim Fathers, at Cooper Institute,
New York, ou Monday evening, in which he eulo-
gized their character, remarking with emphases
that he should like to vote for Cromwell as Presi-
dent of the United States.

The Richmond Whig ofyesterday, in view of the
national crisis, urges the Legislature not to make

any appropriations other than are absolutely neces-
sary for carrvinc on the Government, and advises

that the work on all railroads be suspended at

once.
The New York Legislature has a bill before

them, proposing to make many radical changes in
the present charter of the city.

The United States frigate Congress and the gun-
boat Seminole were at ltio Janeiro, Nov. 22.


