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I'HK NEWS.
By the arrival of the steamer Aora Scotian at

New York, we have dates to the 7th, two days
later. The siege of Gaeta continues. England has
been invited by France to stop Garibaldi's move-

ments, but declined on the plea that the Neapol-

itans should be left to settle their own affairs. ?

The position of the Bank of France continues un*

changed. Cotton had declined and the market
closed dull. Consols closed at

In the Senate yesterday, after the reception of
numerous petitions in relation to the crisis, the
consideration of the bill for the discontinuance of
the postal system in the seceding States was resum-

ed and discussed, but without coining to a vote the
Senate took up the special order, the Miscellane-
ous Appropriation Bill. After its consideration
for a shoit time, the body went into Executive
session, when it is understood they refused to

take up the appointments of Judges Black and
Pettit.

In the TTnnsfi til*l Special nnmmittu of Fire, to

whom had been referred the President's special
message of Jan. 8, presented their report. The

report censures the Secretary of the Navy fo al-

lowing the vessels composing the force to bee irne

in such a useless condition as many of them are
now reported to be; also for accepting without
delay or inquiry the resignations of the odicers
from the seceding States. The Force liiil of Mr.

Stanton was taken np and debated by Mr. He ck
and others. The House on Wednesday evening
adopted the Senate amendment to the Naval Ap-
propriation bill, appropriating 51,200,000 for

the construction of seven steam screw sloops of-
war. The vote stood yeas 111, nays 38.

In the Southern Confederacy Congress yester-
day, the Committee on Finance was instructed to
inquire into the expediency of laying an export
duty on all cotton shipped from the ports of the
confederated States to foreign countries. The Pre-
sident sent in the nominations of Cabinet officers
as follows:?Secretary of State, Mr. Toombs;
Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Mernminger; Sec-

retary of War, Mr. L. Pope Walker. The nomi-

nations were ail confirmed.
Mr. Yancey has declined a position in the South

ern Cabinet, but intimates that he would accept a
mission to Europe.

It is now conceded that the State of Missouri has

voted against, holding a Convention.
Ctpt. Meigs ba3 returned to Washington bv or-

der of Secretary Holt, to resume the charge of : lie
Washington Aqueduct.

By the Pony Express from California, we have
intelligence from the Pacific to the 6th inst.?
Heavy failures have occurred in San Francisco.
The Senatorial election had not vtt taken place.

Our Washington despatch informs us that

the propositions of the Peace Congress will he
voted on to-day, and willbe supported by all the

Commissioners from Illinois, Oh io, Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, and al! the border slave States,
with the exception of one from Virginia. The
propesitions as now amended are substantially the
same as the series known as the Border State reso-
lutions.

In the Virginia State Convention yesterday reso-

lutions were offered setting forth that the allegiance
of the citizens of that State to the Federal Govern
rnent is subordinate to that of Virginia, and that
there is no authority recognized to coerce her into
allegiance tu the Federal Union if she deems it her
duty to leave it, and that any attempt at coercion
would be considered as a declaration of war.

Mr. Lincoln reached Philadelphia yesterday.?
He was received by Mayor Henry, who addressed
tue President eiect in a short speech of w eieuuie.

His Honor mentioned the distracted condition of

the country, and expressed the hope that wise coun-
sels would prevail and that the country would be
saved from its threatened ruin. Mr. Lincoln re-
joined, reiterating what he had said elsewhere, that
tbe crisis was an "artificial crisis," but admitted
that it "had done considerable harm." When lie
spoke officially he said he would take such grounds
as would be "best calculated to restore peace, har-
mony and prosperity to the country "

HOLLIDAY STREET THEATRE.?Uolliday Street
Theatre was well filled with a discriminating audi-

ence last night. The rendition of Jlamlct was a
great success, and Miss Cusbmau was frequently
interrupted by the heartiest applause. To-night
she appears as Cardinal 1Vo'sey, the mere an-
nouncement ofwhich should be sufficient to throng
the Theatre.

"UNION SAVERS." ?For the last ten years, we
and those who have co-operated with us in resisting
the tide of fanaticism which at length has brought
about the dreaded result, viz., a disruption of
the Union, have beejt sneered at by the authors and
promoters of this enormous wickedness, as "Union
Savers," "doe-faces," Ac. But now, when the
tnischiei is accomplished, they who ridiculed our
apprehensions, and declared that there wa3 no
danger?that tlie South "could not be kicked out
of the Union," Ac.?have themselves become
'[Union Savers," or "Union men," as they call
themselves, because thev wish to "whip" back the
seceded States into the Union?aye, "whip them"
back?while we, who know that such a course would
render a reconstruction of the Union forever im-
possible, and therefore oppose it, as well as because
it is in direct antagoni.-m to tbe spirit of our insti-
tutions, have suddenly become "disunioniste," i. c.,
if their saying so makes us so. We iccre Union
savers while there was a Union to save, and are so
still as to v, bat remains of it, and Union restorers

as to the States which have seceded. They tcere
Union destroyers while there was a Union" to de-
stroy, and are so still as to what remains of it, if
we inay judge from tbe "no concession" cry which
a large part of them raise in response to the claims
of those slaveholding States which have not yet
seceded. But in regard to those States that are
gone, they are "Union savers;" because thev con-
sider them 6till members oi the Union, and "would
force them back into it at the point of the bayonet
if necessary. We speak not of all the Republican
party, (we could say nothing which would be ap-
plicable to them all,) but only of that portion of
them who are.coercionists, whether avowedly, or
under the pretext of "enforcing the laws,"" "re-
capturing the forts," Ac., which amounts to the
same thing. "Enforcing the laws" in States which
have formally withdrawn from the Union, would
be exactly synonymous, in ptactice, with coercion.
Coercion is civil war; and civil war would be the
consummation of our woes.? Seic i'ork Journal ofCommerce.

FORT MCIIENUY. ?The Baltimore correspondent
of the New York Tribune, it seems, has visited Fort
Mcllenry, and thus reports what he saw there to
that paper:

I looked in upon Fort Mcllenrythis morning, to
pay my respects to Col Ilarvey Brown and the
other officers, but found none of them in, except
Lieuts. Reynolds and Smith. The old Fort is be-
ginning to wear aw ar-looking aspect, under the
auspices of the present efficient officer incommand.
The barracks are all in household order, and itwill
not be many days before the armament will be on a
complete v.nr looting. Some twenty-odd of tbe
big guns have been mounted on new carriages, and
they gape with their black mouihs upon every
quarter of the horizon. They are ehicilv heavy
howitzers, 24's and 32's, and some 10 and 13 inch
mortars. Piles of black pills begin to rear their
pyramidal heads on all sides, and the water battery
will soon have its heavy ordnance mounted. A
hundred men, now in garrison, are hard at work
biinging oider out of chaos, so that, let come what
may, the stars and sttipes willnever cease to float
from the staff, where it floated when Frank Key
was inspired by its sight to indite tiie world-re-
nowned sorg, chanting the praises ot the Star-
Spangled Banner.

Ol the Republicans in Baltimore, tiie same cor-
respondent writes:

1 may rote the fact, with some degree of gratifi-
cation, that with the exception of *some three or
four out ot the thousand Republicans who cast

their votes f r Lincoln and Hamlin in this citv,
there is not one of them who has forsaken the
faith as written in the Chicago platform! There's
fidelity for jou.all ye Republicans in the Free
States?if there are any s.uch?who have recanted
their faith, and gone over to the compromisers,
with Crittenden at their head. Nay, the Republi-
can ranks in this city now number thrice as utaDy
as voted for Lincoln in November.

EXCITING REPORT FROM I'ENSACOLA. ?We were in-
formed by good autiiortv, just as we were going to
press last night, that Judge Jordon, the late Post-
master at Pensacola, who is now in Montgomery,
had received a letter from his son at the former
ci'y, stating in substance that a commodore of one
ot tbe United States war vessels had sent a peremp-
tory order to Col. Lomax to stop throwing up his
earthworks.

Our informant also learned that this report was
confirmed by a trustworthy gentleman who caute
in on the train from Pensacola.

th.' 3 news be correct, and we see no reason todoubt it, hostilities may have already begun at
PeDsacola. Col. Lomax is a spirited man, and
would not be likely to obey such behests, if he wasprepared to maintain his position. We aro glad
to hear that our defences were in rapid progress ofcompletion. W hen perfected they are deemed quite
formidable. ? Montgomery Advertiser, Saturday.

LINCOLN ON THE KIGHIS OF A MAJORITY.? In one
of his travelling speeches on Thursday last, Mr.
Lincoln said, "I repeat, the majority should rule."
We wish it were possible to take bim at his word,
upon the following figures, which may be found in
tbe Tribune Almanac, wbicb he undoubtedly holds
to be good authority:

Abraham Lincoln 1,857,610
Stephen A. Douglas.. 1,335,976
John (J. Breckinridge 847,953
John Bell .. 690,33 L
Majority against Linc01n.,,.,,,,.. M0,<55

LATEST NEWS.
TELEGRAMS.
Later from Europe.

ARRIVAL UK THE NOVA SCOTIAN.
PORTLAND, Feb. 21.?The steamer Nova Scotian,

from Liverpool on the 7th inst., has arrived.
Via Queenstown the dates by this arrival are to

the Bth instant.

The steamers Canadian and Edinburg had ar-
rived out.

The Alonitenr confirms the cession of Mentone
and lloquernnc tn France.

The London Times ol Tuesday notes an improve-
ment in the Taris Bourse, which had caused an
advance in the English funds, the maiket closing
firm.

The position of the Bank of France continues
unchanged on ing to the large increase in remit-
tances of specie to India, said to be for the pur-
chase of cotton.

The Times remarks that the votes in the Prussian
Chambers in favor of Italy are calculated to
check the warlike inclinations of the Courts of
Germany.

Lord John Russell's speech in Parliament, on
Tuesday, was regarded in Paris as extremely war-
like.

GAETA, Feb. 7.?The besiegers have blown up
three powder magazines and destroyed the side cur-
tain of the citadel. The garrison asked for an ar-
mistice of two days to bury the dead, and General
Cialdini granted the request besides sending neces-
saries for the wounded.

The Sultan continues his refusal to assent to a
prolongation of the French occupation of Syria.

The Montenegrins are ravaging the villages in
the District of Nicaset, killing men, women and
children, burning houses, etc.

England Las been invited by France to stop Gari
balJi's career, but declined on the plea that the
Neapolitans ought to be lett'to settle matters them
selves.

A letter from Genoa states that while the e'.ec
tions were proceeding in one of the communes of
the Province of Messina, a party of Bourbonisls
entered the hall and butchered in cold blood the
President of the Electoral College and bis two
sons.

COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE.
LIVERPOOL, Feb 7. ?Cotton.?Sates" for the past three

days 21,000 tales, including 6,000 bales to speculators and
exporters. Sales of Thursday estimated at 7,000 bales,
including 1,600 bales to speculators and exporters. The
market closes dull at adecline of Ji since Eridav. Messrs.
H-wett quote middling cotton X u ltd. lower iifthe week;
fair generally unchanged, the market closing very dull

Manch-ster advices are unfavorable, the market closing
with a declining tendency.

The sales of Cotton for the week foot up 49,000 bales.
The decline for the week is .4(1.

BreadstufTs.?The market is quiet and prices steady.
Corn firm.

Provisions.?The market is quiet and prices steady.
LONDON MARKETS. ?London, Friday Evening?Consols

close at %.
THE LATEST.

LIVERPOOL, Friday, February 8.?The market closed
quiet at the following rates Fair New Orleans 7?d;
Middling 7 5-lOd. fair Mobiles 7X'd.; Middling O.'id.Fair Uplands 7X<l; Middling6d.

Stock in port 919,500 bales, of which 547,000 bales were
American.

The sales to day foot up 6,000 bales, including 1,000
bales for export and speculation.

SHIP NEWS.
The ship Scaflower was partially burnt in the Mer-

sey, anil the ship Hanna A.Bell had gone ashore near
Wexford.

Arrived from Savannah, the ships Allan Kerr and Sar-
dinia. at Liverpool; from Charleston, Annie Laurie,
Minnesota and Leiauu at Liverpool; from Mobile, Cum-
berland. S. E. I'ettigrew; do. from Apalachicula and
1 ortlaml; do. from New Orleans, Lamoriciere, Fleet- !ward, Athens and Othitie at Bremen, R. I). Sherherd
and Anna F. Schmidt at Havre; Crescent City, Kate,
J rince and Persia Park, Ocean and Agamemnon at I.iv
crpool.

Front Washington,
WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.?This morning, between

nine ar.d ten o'clock, a window awning at the War
Department caught lire from a chimnev spark,
and, on the messenger hoisting the window to sup-
press the flames, they were blown into tbo Secre-
tary's room, scorching the papers on his table.

The early discovery of the lire was fortunate,
considering that the building is not fire proof.?
The Secretary, who enters upon business early,
was present and the first to give the alarm.

Capt. Meigs hu3 returned from Florida by di
rection of Secretary Holt, to resume charge of the
Washington aqueduct, leaving in charge of the
fortifications at Tortugas Major Arnold of the ar
tillerv. He represents that they are in good con-
dition to resist an attack from any quarter, and
have bv this time been reinforced.

Official advices were received to-day from Fort
Sumter, but nothing of especial interest is tiierein
mentioned. Ic appears, however, that the garri-
son rs in want of in n-y, hut lh.. ' . i;". ~i-
ent means by which the Government can supply
this demand.

The Senate to day went into Executive Session
by the casting-vote of the Vice President. A large
number of nominations, to which no objections were
made, including promotions in the army and navy,
and deputy postmasters, were confirmed. Also,
that of Representative Nibiack, of Indiana, asChief Justice of Nebraska.

A motion was made to take up the nomination of
Judge Black as Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court, but this was disagreed to by three or four
majority, while several who are opposed to the
appointment voted to proceed to its consideration.
A similar course was pursued in relation to that ofJohn Pettit, as District Judge of Kansas.

It is the opinion of some of the Senators that
there will be no more executive sessions during the
remainder of the term ol the present administra-
tion.

The Navy Department has accepted the resigna-
tion of Capt. Tatnall, of Georgia.

The public departments will all be closed to-
morrow, and there will be a parade of the federal
and local military, in honor of Washington's birth-
day.

From California-lienvy Failures
FORT KEARNEY, Feb. 21.?The California pony

express, from San Francisco, with dates to the 6:h
inst., has arrived here. Heavy failures of dry
goods firms had taken place at"San Francisco.?
Messrs. Taffee, McCahiil A Co. for §1,300,000;
Messrs. Bohn A Co. for §580,000; also ThomasBrady, retail dry goods dealer. The Legislature
was doing but little. Attempts were making tobring on the Senatorial election.

IS timing of Totncco Factories at Kichmmn!
RICHMOND, Feb. 21.?Messrs. Fitzhngh A Mayo's

tobacco factory, in this city, was destroyed by
lire this morning, with its'contents, including a
large amount of manufactured tobacco, ready forshipment. Tne loss is very heavy, and i 3 only par-
tiallycovered bv insurance. The building origin-
ally cost §30,000, and w as owned by Mr. Warwick.It was the scene ot the famous Clav diuner in 1838.
A smaller factory, adjoining, occupied by Messrs.
Mason A Timberiake, was also destroyed.

V. S Revenue Cutter Dunne.
NORFOLK, F eb. 21.?The United States revenue

cutter Iluane sailed hence yesterday for New
York.

TROTTING FOR THE COMING SPRING? Fine Pros-
pects for the Season. ?The advent of spring is
enough to make the trotting horses prick their ears
with joyous expectations, and look forward to thetime when they shall say among the thousands
"ha, ha!" upon the race tracks of the country. A
little more of such open weather as we had tit the
end of last week, and trainers and drivers will be
gin to give their horses gentle work, preparatory
to putting them in condition for tbe contests of the
coming campaign. Little Flora remains at
Baltimore, in excellent health, as we hear, and with
every prospect of sustaining her reputation through
yet another season. George M. Patchen, too, is
expected to come out in strong force this spring,
and if all is true that we hear, he willhave need of
his fine powers to maintain itis position as premier
trotting stallion. There are whispers of a stallion
of the get of Black Bashaw, of whom it is confident-ly predicted that he willbe second to no entire
horse in the world when regularly introduced to
the trotting turf. Hints are given, too, of a darkhorse, who is said to have made a fabulous time inprivate, and will make bis debut upon the trotting
tnrfat an early day. Uis friends confidently hope
that be will beat all competitors, and achieve for
himself the place of honor so long and so worthily
filled by lit:le Flora Temple. Altogether, there is
promise of rare sport among the trotters; and the
proprietors of the Union Course, Long Island, have
already advertised no less than sixteen stake? and
purees, to be trotted for in the latter part of April
and the month of May.? Wilkes' Spirit.

PROPOSED ERECTION OF A BATTERY AT MEMPHIS.?
The Minute Men ol Memphis have applied to the
city council for leave tocrect a battery on the blufls.
In their petition the memorialists say:

The disturbed condition of the country, the rapid
progress of revolution, the dissolving and rec n-
struction of governments, all warn us that prepara-
tion, at least, should be made to avoid any calam-
ity that a hostile attack might produce. Situated
as Memphis is, the most important and exposed
point on the Mississippi, the threatened and threat-
ening attitude notv being assumed by the northern
State and getieral government, the encouragement
offered in such an unsettled state of public affairs to
murderous and plundering raids, all admonish us
that our city should be placed in an attitude of de-
fence, prepared to resist any attack. The under-
signed also respectlully request your honorable bo-
dy to grant, in addition to the privilege of selecting
a suitable point for erecting a battery, such ap-
propriations and assistance as seem to your honora-
ble body commensurate with tbe importance and
necessity of the defence.

Council referred the subject to the vigilance com
mittee.

THREE CHILDREN KILLED BY STRYCHNINE.? In
Perry county, Miss., Mrs. Mott, a worthy widow
lady, bad occasion to go from home, leaving her
three little girls, the eldest about seven years, the
second five, and the youngest two years of age.
While she was absent they found a bottle with
some strychnine in it, and, without knowing what
it was, the little ones poured water in the bottle
and drank it. When the mother returned she
found one of them already dead, and tbe others
speechless. They all died within a few minutes of
each other, and were buried in the same coflin.

Queen Victoria, besides giving a liberal donation
to tbe starving Coventry weavers and also select-
ing various specimens of their skill, has just com-
municated the pattern of a ribbon of Chinese taste

and manufacture, found in the Summer Palace at
Pekin, and ordered some pieces to be woven in the
distressed district for her own especial use.

At the next election in New Himpsbire, a popu-
lar vote willbe taken upon revising the State Con-
stitution; the amendments desired are to lessen the
number of representatives and increase the sena-
tors io the legislature, and to provide for future

of the Constitution.
The Comptroller of St. Louts advertises for sale,

on acconnt of delinquent tax-payers, a list of
property in that city filling thirteen long col-
MUM.

TIIIRTV-SI\TII CONGRESS?SECOND SliSSiiU.
SENATE.

| WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.?Mr. DOOLITTLE pre-
sented a petition from citizens of Milwaukie, r.u-

--1 inerously signed, asking Congress 11 stand by the
I Constitution and the laws, and make no compro-

j mise with traitors. .Mr. POWELL presented a
I petition Irotn citizens of Wiscon-in, in favor of the

i Crittenden compromise. Messrs. DIXON and
i BIGLER presented numerous petitions in favor of
| the Crittenden and Border State resolutions.

; Mr. BRAGG, presented the credentials of Mr.
| Clingman, re elected Senator from North Carolina.

The Senate then resumed the considered in ol
the billfor the discontinuance of postal services

j in the seceding States, which was laid over yester-
i day. Mr. HUNTER said, if the States wore in

i the Union we had no right to cut off the p >stal ar-
j rangements?it could not be to enforce the laws,
| for the postal laws w ere nit resisted. We cannot,
! under the Constitution, undertake to punish States
i in this way. lie also added that the expression of
| "insurrection" and "rebellion" in Ihe bill seemed
! to be but steps which will end in using force

| against these States. Mr. DOOLITTLE said it
' was a measure of peace and not of war. He said
j it was our duly to acknowledge and (ace charges
j of what are now ideal, that slavery is a blessing
j and proper state of society in the republic.
I This idea was not admitted by the men who
I framed the Constitution, but was the >tea ot Mr.

j Collamer They all said it was an evil, socially
i and politically. Mr. CLILGMANasked when

Mr. Collamer said that slavery was a blessing?
; Mr. DOOLITTLE replied that he had said so on this

I floor?that it was the best and most stable basis of
free institutions. This idea now reigns despotic in
the Southern States and threatens to destroy eve
rvthing, unless admitted and recognized. The first
demand was made of the Democratic party, and

i because that party would riot fully admit it, it was

J disrupted and destroyed. To-day, with arms in
j their hands, the South demands that we shall
| make a new Constitution, and carry slavery into

the Territories, where it never existed. He, there-
fore, hoped that the bill would be passed, as one

| means which would give peace to the Union.
J Mr. HUNTER said that he was glad to hear that

\u25a0 this was not a measure of coercion, but be thought
I it was not necessary to pass it, as be thought the

j Postmaster-General liod all the power necessary.
j Mr. POWELL spoke against the bill, and said,

i if passed, it would give the power of a despot to
the head Clerk of the Department, and destroy the
liberties of the people.-?-Mr. FESSENDEN paid

\u25a0 he thought that the Senator was drawing upon his
imagination. The bill was simply to give power
to the Postmaster-General to suspend the operation

! ot the laws, and relieve him of the nece-sity of any
1 attempt to enforce the laws. It was most cmi"
nently a measure of peace. The secret is that
gentlemen want to force us to acknowledge that
secession is lawful. It seems to be a simple truth
that gentlemen are unwilling to allow no
measure of peace unless we acknowledege this.
Mr. DOUGLAS said it seemed to him this was a
measure of peace, and he was gratified to see it
coming from that side of the house. The Senator
from Virginia is mistaken in regard to this bill; it
docs not give the powtr to stop the mails anywhere
unless there was obstruction or resistance. Wiib-
out this measure the Postmaster General would be
obliged to carry the mails, in spite of any resistance
that might spring up. In reply to the Senator
from Wisconsin, (Mr. Doolittle,) he said he sup-
posed this idea, that slavery was a blessing, was not
new; and ov< n whether new or old, it would have
occasioned r. trouble if they had not attempted to
engraft it upon Ihe Federal Government, when
the Federal Government has no right to
interfere with the subject in any way.?
lie contended that the question of slavery
must be kept out of Congress. The patriotic Se-
nator from Kentucky had brought forward a pro-
position to effect this. Mr. DOOLITTLE, in re-
ply, quoted from Mr. Hunter's speech at Char-
lottesville, wbeie he admitted it was a new idea. In
1852 we had peace; then this new idea demanded
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and now
it demands that free territory shall be given up
to slavery. Mr. WADE appealed to the friends
of the measure to let them have a vote. Mr.
DOUGLAS replied, and contended that the diffi-
culty commenced in the slavery agitation of the
North, and that the Senator from Wisconsin had
only turned Republican when he was defeated for
Congress in a Democratic Convention?then he
bream? a convert in six weeks. Mr. DOO
LITTLE denied this statement; said he was
not a candidate for Congress before a Democratic
Convention in 185G?had changed to Republican
when the Democra's attempted to force a constitu-
tion on Kansas. Discussion continued some time,
when the hour for the special order arrived. The
miscellaneous appropriation bill was taken up.?
The Senate then went into executive session. Sen
ate, after about three hours in executive session,
opened its doors and proceeded with the considera
tionof the appropriation bill till five o'clock, when
they took a recess till s.-ven o'clock for purposes of
ge eral debate only. Mr. WILSON followed,
defending Massachusetts, and took strong ground
against compromise. Mr. CLARKE also follow-
ed in the same sttrain. When he concluded the
Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Mr. DAWES, from the Select Committee of Five,

to whom was referred the President's special mes-
sage of the Bth of January, made a report as to the
stationing of vpssels of war in such-a manner as to
neglect the defence of the whole Atlantic coast
during the prevalence of lawless violence. The
number of ships, they say, lying in port dismantledand unfit for service is twenty eight, and mounting
an aggregate of eight hundred and twenty-eight
guns. None of them could be repaired and put
under sail short of several weeks' lime, and many
of them would require for that purpose at least six
mouths. No Older L&ufcccU issue J to put any of them
in readiness. The committee discuss other objects
connected with the navy, and propose a resolution
that the Secretary of the Navy, in accepting with-
out delay or inquiry the resignation of officers of
the navy wbfl were in arms against the government
when tendering the same, and of those who sought
to .esign that they might be relieved from the re-
straint imposed by their commissions upon engag-
ing in hostilities to the constituted authorities of
the nation, has committed a grave error, highly
prejudicial to the discipline of the service, and in-jurious to the honor and eliicicncy of the navy, tor
which he deserves the censure of this House.
Mr. BRANCH submitted a minority report.
JOHN COCHRANE also dissented irom the views
of the majority. -Mr. DAWES gave notice that
be willask for a vote on his resolution on Monday
or Tuesday. The House resumed the con-
sideration of Mr.Stanton's Volunteer bill. Mr.
BOCOCK resumed his remarks in opposi-
tion to the bill, interrupted on yesterdav by the
expiration of the morning hour. He said that al-
ready, by the act of 1795, the President had the
power to employ the army and navy, and had a
right to station as many of the regular troops of
the country as he could concentrate here. In ad-'
dition to that, they had a local Legislature, by
whose authority he could call out the military in
ease they were threatened by an invasion of armed
forces from other States. Even if the military
power of the country was called out to aid in the
enforcement of the laws, it must be subordinate to
the civil power. But when they called out the
power to bear directly on the "execution of tho
laws, it was making war, and would be so con-
sidered by the country; and so every torce bill
reported to this House was a war measure, and
indeed, whether or not it should be so regarded,
it must, in the necessity ef the case, result in
war. Ii that, then, be so, he stood there clothed
with no authority to say what any State of the
Union would do,'but he" knew that Virginia stood
committed by her declarations, stood committed in
honor and interest to resist at all hazards a war of
aggression upon the Southern States of this confed-
eracy. And she must do it. Why must she do it 2
The very hand that would aid in striking down
South Carolina and Alabama, strengthened bv Vir-
ginia, aright, at any moment, be uplifted to "crush
the otner States?crippled arid crushed by the
very subjugation of these Southern States. ?

Whether they made a declaration of war or
not, all the border States within three months'
time, with one or two exceptions, will be
found side by side with the seceding States of
the Union. He would ask was it. likely that
t irginia and Kentucky would hold a position
in which they would be liable to have their
militia called out?thev, perhaps, being near-
est to the scene of action?to aid in making war
upon South Carolina or Mississippi? No, they
would not do it. They would much prefer to
throw off the yoke of the government, and do what
they could to rtpel the attacks of the army and
navy, and to crush the power of the government.
Ifhe was not much mistaken, this would be the
natural result of any ot these measures. The
question was asked what must we do? what must
the North do ? lie would answer: Give the South
guarantees and secure them from all attacks on
their rights, lie would ask, if war come, which
God in his mercy avert, what reason would they
give to the woricl for precipitating it on the coun-
try? The gentlemen on this floor who were
most eager in pre.-sing on war measures, and mak-
ing war measures, would be the very ones to
lag behind in the brunt of the battle. And
their own people would call them to account
why this was so, as well as the country and
the world, and their own consciences. And what
answer could they, the Republicans, give ? "And,"
said the speaker, "I bere this day in the conclusion
of mv remarks, denounce the measure with all the
power I can bting to bear upon the occasion. In
the name of the Constitution it violates, 1 denounce
it. In the name ol my constituents whom it in-
jures, and is likely to attack, I denounce it. In
the name of our common country whose peace it is
likely to disturb, and whose peace ifonce disturbed
can never be restoied, I denounce it. In the name
of that humanity to which w-all belong, but which
too many of us ignore, with redoubled energy

and in deeper accents, I denounce and exe-
crate it." [Applause.] .Mr. HOWARD,
of Michigan, characterized the remarks of
Mr. Boeock, as mere clap-trap. The
appeal of the gentleman from Virginia was design-
ed for his State, so that it might operate on the
minds of the delegates to their convention, and
which was now in session. He was not willing to
let the seceding States go peaceably. He was un-
willing to give any guarantees, n'r to make any
compromise. Ou motion of Mr. Stanton, tlie
bill was made the order of the day for Tuesday
next. Mr. SPINNER, from the Committee on
Accounts, presented a report in relation to the re-
muneration of the employees, officials and others in
the House of Representatives; and also presented
a resolution on the part of the committee, in refer-
ence to the accountability of a disbursing
agent for the House. The resolution
was objected to and was not received.

The special order, the Committee of Thirty-
three's report, being taken no, Mr. BARRETT, of
Mo., addressed tbe House. He arraigned the Re-
publican party and held them responsible for all
the ills in the country. He was opposed to seces-
sion, but would contend for rights in the Union,
and not out of it. The House then went into
Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union,
with a view to take up the bill making appropria-
tion for the payment of exffcnses incurred in the
suppression of Indian hostilities in the Territories
of Oregon and Washington, in the years 1855 and
1856. The Senate bill provides for the pay of
the volunteer regiments four hundred thou-
sand dollars, and for the payment of supplies,
transportation and personal services three millions
of dollars. The House amendment reduces the
amount to §2,785,379. The original claim was
$6,000,000.- Mr. STOUT, of Oregon, addressed
the House in'favor of the Senate bill. Messrs.

Olin of New York, Stevens of Washington, and
Haskin, spoke to the merits and demerits of the
bill. Mr. HASKIN moved the bill be referred to
a board composed of Generals Scott and Wool.?-
Mr. PRYOR denounced the motion, and said that
General Wool bad sanctioned the carrying of tire
and sword into the South, and General vcott had,
with a spirit even more despicable than that of
Coriolanus, proposed to invade bis own mother
State; but the people of the South would not send
out their wives and children when he came to con-
ciliate him by an exhibition of tears, but they
would meet him, wben be did come, as became the

sons of Virginia?with defiance and contempt.
The Committee rose, and the bill having b. en re-
ported to the House, and the previous question or-
dered, the II use adjourned till Saturday n-xt.

THE PEACE CONGRESS.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 21. The proposition to be

voted on to-morrow by th? Peace Conference is

substantially the Border Stairs' resolutions. The

friends of liie measure s.iv there are unmistakable
indications that it will receive the support of the

Commissionars from 1 lino.-', Ohio, Pennsylvania,

New Jersey, anil from ail the the border slave

States, with the exception of one or two from Vir-
ginia.

WEDNESDAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

The Peace Congress to-day laid the motion to ap-

ply the half hour to debate upon the table.
D. D. Field, of N.Y., made a speech in favor of a

Constitutional Convention. He said, in reply to a
question, that his State desired no amendment to
the Constitution, but as the South did, he was in
favor of yielding them that much, because that was
the only constitutional way to divide, if we could
not live peaceably together.

Mr. Smith, of N.Y., made the speech of to-day,
carefully tracing the great question between the
North and South as he went along in all its details,
lie did not close this afternoon, but will finish his
speech to-morrow. lie is strongly opposed to the
majority renort, and cannot see that the people of
the North have committed any constitutional of-
fence that should cause a demand to be made for
their redress in the shape of concession or compro-
mise.

Mr. Dodge, of N. Y., assumed the same position
as that taken by Mr. Granger yesterday. He
thought the North ought to concede something to
the South.

Mr. V.'hite, ofl'enn., and Mr. Freli.oghuysen, of
N. J., also addres ed the Convention, the latter
supporting the majority report.

It is believed that the Cougress willbegin to vote
on the various propositions on Saturday next, and
from present appearances the majority proposition
will be voted down, and the plan adopted of sub-
mitting to the several Legislatures of the States the
propriety of calling a convention of the people to
revise the Constitution of the United States.

It will be remembered that the action of the
Peace Convention was not to be submitted to Con-
gress unless they agreed to recommend an amend
inent to the Constitution. If the convention can-
not do this, then any recommendation that it makes
will not require the sanction of Congress, but will
go directly and promptly to the people for their
ratification or rejection.

Every day makes it more aoparent that the Re-
publicans in the Peace Congress do not intend to
permit a vote to be taken for several days yet on
any of the questions of adjustment. The debates
ot to-dav clearly prove such determination, 't he
radical Republican element occupied nearly the
whole of to day iu fanatical speeches. Field ar.d
Smith, of New York, and Tuck, of N. 11., made
ultra speeches.

The friends of peace in the conference, who have
all along hoped that matters would yet come right,
begin to despair. Another day or so will deter-
mine matters. The convention cannot hold to-
gether much longer unless there is a decided
change.

THE SUTITfIERN CONEtES.
APPOINTMENT OF CABINET OFFICER 3.

MONTGOMERY, Feb. 21.?1n Congress to-day, on

motion of Mr. Cobb, it was resolved that the Com-
mittee on Finance be instructed to itquire into the
expediency of laying an export duty on cotton ex-
ported from the Confederate States to any foreign

country.

The President nominated and Congress contirm-

ei Mr. Toombs as Secretary of State, Mr. Memmin-
ger Secretary of the Treasury, and L. Pope Walk-

er Secretary of War.

Virginia Convention.

RICHMOND, Feb. 21.?Mr. Woods, of Harbour
county, offered a series of resolutions in Conven-

tion to day, setting forth that the allegiance which
the citizens of Virginia owe to the General Gov-
ernment is subordinate to that due to Virginia,
and that it inay be lawfully withdrawn whenever
she deems it her duty. That in case Virginia
should exercise this authority, her citizens would
be bound to render allegiance to her alone, That

Virginia recognizes no authority of any Govern-
ment, State or Federal, to coerce her to allegiance
to the Government of the United States, after she

may have withdrawn from the Union; and
she regards any attempt at coercion as
equivalent to a declaration of war, to
be resisted at every hazard and to the last ex-
tremity. That seven States having severaliv
withdrawn the allegiance of their people fro.tn the
United States, a faithful and earnest desire to

avert civil war, and the sound conservative senti-
ment of the country alike, indicate to the Govern-
ment of the United States the necessity and policv
of acknowledging their independence. Referred ti '
th" Cou mittc J on Federal Relations.

These resolutions were received with favoraoio*
manifestations by the Convention, which subse-
quently adjourned till Saturday.
THE MISSOURI ELECTION?NO CONVENTIONTO EE III:I.E.

Sr. Louis, Feb. 20.?The official vote of Wash-
ington county shows a majority against the Con-
vention of 974 votes, and an average majority for
the Union ticket of 1,400 votes.

Prominent secessionists are gradually conceding
that the State has gone against the holding of a
State Convention by a large majority.

IION. MR. YANCEY.
MONTGOMERY, Feb. 21.?it is understood that Mr.

Yancey declines a seat in the Cabinet of the Pro-
visional Government, and, by suggestion of friends,
prefers to represent the Government in Europe.

REPORTS RESPECTING FOItT SUMTER.

There are fresh reports about taking Fort Sum-
ter. A Colonel, by the name of Thus. I). Sumter,
lias volunteered to take it by the job, in spite of
the Montgomery Congress.

General Scott to-day stated that he had intelli-
gence from Charleston that an attack was to be
made on Fort Sumter to day. This is contrary to the
understanding among the secession Senators here,
and also that existing at Montgomery, where all
the questions respecting the forts and public pro-
perty have been referred by the several States to
the Congress.

It is understood General Scott received this intel-
ligence from Major Anderson, and that ithas been
corroborated by similar information from reliable
parties at Charleston. The Carolinians will hardly
attempt this after having referred matters to the
Southern Confederacy.

It is known, however, that South Carolina does
not sustain the action thus far taken by the Confed-
eracy.

It is said here by prominent navy and army offi-
cers that Major Anderson can be easily reinforced,
and some of them are willingto undertake the
contract themselves. They also assert that the
fort cannot be taken by Colonel Sumter or any
other colonel.

Colonel Sumter was born in Pennsylvania, re-
moved to South Carolina, and represented that
State in Congress from 1840 to 1843.

In addition to the above, 1 learn to-day from a
bieh Executive source in the government that there
w ill not be any attack upon Fort Sumter before
the 4th of March. He could not say what the
South Carolinians would do after that.

"

It i 3 proper to say that the most prominent Nor
them leaders, Democrats as (veil as Republicans
express entire indifference as to what tbev do.?
Wash. Correspondence licrald.

THE DESIGNS OF THE REPUBLICANS.
Tbe Washington correspondent of tbe Richmond

Enquirer writes as follows under date of the 19th :
An ex-member of Congress from Tennessee, re-

cently from Boston, reports that it is no secret
among the Republicans there that the concentra-
tion of troops in Washington city is with the view
ot co-operating with those at Forts Monroe ardWashington, soon after Lincoln's inauguration, to
seize upon the city of Richmond as the basis line of
operations against the seceding States.

A hill was introduced into the House yesterday
by Mr. Stanton, and debated to-day, which tends
to confirm the belief in the report." Any such at-
tempt should be met at the threshold bv'the whole
power of Virginia. There is more in this thing
than appears on tbe surface.

The late secret session of the Marsacbusctts Leg-
islature, ar.d the recent tender of troops to the
Federal Government, may be considered as having
an important bearing on thi3 point. The greatest
obstacle in the way of initiating this magnificent
campaign against the South, is a bankrupt Treasu-
ry, which I regard a3 a providential dispensation
just now. Hut the fanaticism which engendered
the John Brown raid, is relied upon for supplying
the sinews of war by these Goths and Vandals.

WASHINGTON HUMORS.
[Fro iiithe Corresjtondence ofthe Northern Journal*.]

THE ntOPOSED NATIONALCONVENTION.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 20.? 1t is as clear as the day

that the North intends to test the question, in the
most direct and positive manner, whether we have
a government or not, and will not stop to concede
or compromise until that question is settled. The
resolution ol Mr. Fenton, of New York, offered in
the House as an amendment to the report of the
Committee of Thirty-three, "that the proper tri-
bunal to which all existing disturbing questions
should be referred for deliberate consideration and
linal settlement, is a convention of delegates from
the several States of the Union, to be called in the
mode prescribed in the constitution," is the grow-
ing sentiment among the Republican#, and in the
Peace Congress to day, the same doctrine was ad-
vocated by Mr. Field, of New York. More than
this, nearly every member of the Peace Congress
from New England is in. favor of a constitutional
convention. It seems now to be a basis upon which
a settlement of the whole question can be reached,
and there is no doubt that Mr. Seward at the pro-
per time will favor it, and Mr. Lincoln will sanc-
tion it in bis inaugural.

VIRGINIA.
Intelligence from the most trustworthy Union

delegates to the Virginia Convention states em-
phatically that, unless Congress shall adopt some
plan of conciliation before adjournment, their State
willsecede, despite all efforts to prevent such a
rash course. An extensive organization exists

there and in North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky
and Maryland, looking to this contingency, which,
it is supposed, will overwhelm the Union men,
unless they are strengthened here. Some of the
letters express a willingness to fall back upon a
General Convention of the States, ifbetter cannot
be done.

A gentleman who arrived this afternoon from
Richmond reports great excitement at the Virginia
Convention, growing out of Stanton's bill before
Congress. It the bill should pass, his impression
is that Virginia will secede at once. The Com-
missioners here express doubt of any such pro-
gramme.

THE INAUGURATION.

The committee on inauguration fully agreed to
their plan to day. At first it was decided to admit
people into the capitol, but an objection to this ar-
rangement was at once apparent, and the usual
procedure previous to inauguration will be fol-
lowed. The platform will be erected next week at
the eastern portico of the capitol.

The assertion of Northern journals, that the mili-
tary and civic companies will join in any prows-

.-i i. of escoit f.*r the Presidentelect, is entirely
without foundation. No military companies from
a distance have signified ari intention to be here,
?:.d those in the city- will not turn out. Of course
th>. regular forces r-oiv here will not servo as an
escort.

The managers of the inauguration ball are iupart
e/. the present cabinet?Black, Dix, Stanton, and
King; of tii? Senat?, Seward, Powell, Saulsburv,
iiugharn, Clark, Fessenden, Simmons, Wilkinson,

\ndrew Johnson, Durkee, Wade, Collamer, Hale,
Douglas, Ten Eyck, Wilson, Bigler, Rice, Latham,
!-baker, Cameron, Dixon, King, Morrill, Th mpson,
Caaudler, and Trumbull.

EFFECT OF THE FORCE BILL.
Should the House pass too Force Bill, which is

now uider consideration, and which will be pressed
to a vote tomorrow, it will have a very injurious
eject upon the action of th? Peace Conference. It
willcertainly precipitate action on the part of the
border States. The biil was sent South yesterday,to

\u25a0e u.-ed in several of the States to show that Ihe in-
0' uiing administration, backed up by th# .Republi-
ran Congress, intend to coerca the South. Their-ist moderate Republicans here, regret that such

bill was introduced at this time, ft will surely
retard a settlement.

MISCELLANEOUS,

i here was a caucus of the conservative, together
with a lew of the more radical Republicans, last
e .euiag, at the house of a Republican Seuator. 4t
is the general impression that the result of the
Meeting was favorable to measures likely to pre-
i eve pence with th? South. The existing tliliicul

t.es are fast approaching a crisis.
Gov. Hicks, of Maryland, is becoming somewhat

despondent. He has addressed a letter to a gentle-
man here, stating that if th'ty- Peace Conference ro-

\u25a0 us? to decide on any settlement of the'.present
difficulties, he shall 3ion submit to the' people
'ho question whether they will or will not have a
convention to consider the propriety of the seces-
ion of Maryland.
It is considered very probable that an extra ses-

sion of Congress willbe called. There is an im-
nense amount of business crowding on at the end
f the session, to dispose of which seems next to

impossible; besides, it is impossible to say, in these
times, what itmay be necessary to do.

J ho troubles do not seem to disturb theinventive
lerestsof the country. Nearly seventy patents

issued yesterday, about one-balf of which
.re for New York arid the West, while three were

; 'sued to persons in Receded States.
Ihe friends of 11. Winter Davis say he will be

nominated to the Supreme Court by Mr. Lincoln,
tut this probably is mere conjecture, or the
means taken to bring biin into notice as a candidatefor the position.

Ihecitvis fast filling up with strangers, mostly
froni the North and West. Genera! Whitney, Col-
i ctor of Boston, is among the arrivals to-night.

CHARLESTON AFFAIRS. ? --4
We take the following Irom the

pers of Monday: .
TUT; CONVENTION. T* '

J\\ e intimated, a few days since, ttre belief Ui.Tt,'the convention would be called to consSWßaAt-kvswhich it was probable might come before It. ' We
do not now think it probable that it will be reas-
sembl?d before the Congress at Montgomery shall"
be ready to submit tie Constitution for a PermVnent Government. \\ hen that will be-is of course^
uncertain, but there is nothing to indicate a'pur-
pose to depart in many particulars from the Con
lituti n Lir the Provisional Government now

adopted, and without such departure there is"no
reason wirv the scheme for the Permanent (wirefii-
"reut might not be submitted at a very earn dav.
Ol the readiness of the Congress to reporrupnn
the subject, however, due notice will doubtless be
given, and members of the convention, therefore,
may rest in tolerable security that there will be no
sudden or unexpected interruption of their business
engagements.? Mercury.

A GRAND CELEBRATION.

The 22d February is peculiarly a Southern anni-
versary, and is endeared to Charleston by strong
local attractions. It marks the birth of George
\\ ashington, the "illustrious Southerner" and
"Man ot America," and the founder and exemplar
of alt that is noble and honorable in American in-
stitutions. With us in Charleston it marks also
the anniversary of the Washington Light Infantry,
a Corps worthilycharged with the standard that
was borne through the Revolution by William
Washington, one of the nobiest partisans of that
eventful struggle, and a relative of the great George
Washington.
Itis also indelibly associated with the battle of

Buena Vista, in which some of the volunteers of
the South earned their best laurels, and on wbicb
Jefferson Davis, now elected President of these
Southern "Confederate States of America,"
achieved his right of recognition among the "great

contains" of thy age. Let us therefore have more
than usual, even, a grand celebration, on the ap-
proaching recurrence of this great Southern anni-
versary, and let us celebrate it in Charleston as
the great public announcement of the inauguration
of a new Confederacv.

| Many of our northern exchanges are congratula-
ting themselves on the reported dissatisfaction of

j South Carolina with the Provisional Government
I W the Confederate States, and are .gloating over
I the prospect of another secession. We know of no

j dissatisfaction in South Carolina; but, on the
contrary, general and earnest expressions of satis-
faction and approval concerning the action at
Montgomery reach us from all sides.? Courier.

INTERESTING POINT OF LAW.
We learn that writs of attachment have been is

sued against Uuited States property at the new-
Custom House, bv the workmen formerly employed
upon it. We are also authoritatively informed
that if the property attacked be insufficient, it is
' the Custom House itself.

\u25a0 1 ! tTHß?lft l'"torpufes no ciaim, nr. i \u25a0:f-
i'er. inn buii.ujrvs ?- s.,td, tiro ciik the
men willbe satisfied.? Courier.

THE INAUGURATION.
In the great historic significance of events and

consequences, the inauguration at Montgomery can
only be compared with the election of George Wash-
ington as Coramauder-in-Chief of the army of the
seceding Colonies. Never has the unanimous pre-
ference of a large and varied constituent?}' pointed
with more emphasis to any person, and never has
a Chief or President thus honored by unanimous
preference been more worthy in his previous record
than in this memorable instance. The George
Washington of the "Confederate States of Amer-
ica," and the worthy successor in the field or the
Cabinet of the George Washington of the United
States, took the oath of office at Montgomery, Al-
abama, on Monday, the 18th of February, ISGI.
"HAIRTO THE CHIEF." ? Courier.

THE STEAMSHIP COLUMBIA.

The steamship Columbia reached the Charleston
bar, from New York, on Sunday night, but in con-
sequence of the heavy sea prevailing, had not suc-
ceeded incrossing it on Tuesday. The Mercury
says :

Such an event as the detention of a steamship of
the draft of the Columbia for several days oil' the
port, without a chance to get up to the city, is al-
most unprecedented. We do not remember such a
case of delay to the New York steamers as this, and
we fear that, unless a change takes place, it will be
no better for two or three days.

THE FLOATING BATTERY.

The Augusta Conntitutionaliit of Tues-

day contains the following special despatch :
CHARLESTON, Feb. IS. ?The floating battery is

nearly completed, and willbe launched to-morrow
at two o'clock. It is said to be a very complete
work of its kind.

TELEGRAPHIC PREPARATIONS IN CUBA. ?From our
latest dates of the Prenaa tie Jlabc.na we learn that
active preparations are making throughout the
Island of Cuba to provide against any invasion
which may he threatened by the seced ng and fili-
bustering States. A number of new telegraph
lines are rapidly advancing toward completion?-
and in the course of the next three months it will
be possible for any portion of the coast which
needs a concentration of troops for the repulsion
of attack to give instantaneous announcement of
the fact to the Captain General at Havana. The
line between Espiritu Santo and Puerto Principe is
nearly finished. The attempts to transmit messa-
ges from Ciegas to Havana?a distance, as the line
runs, ot about three hundred miles, have resulted
most satisfactorily?since although it wa3 necessa-
ry to repeat at three several points where the wires
had not yet been connected, the messages went
through in an hour and a quarter.

Plans are now making to continue the work as
far as Santiago de Cuba, and as soon S3 the line is
completed between Espiritu Santo and Puerto
Principe this remainder of the project willbe im-
mediately carried on to its successful termination,
and tie whole length of the island will be in tele-
graphic communication with the capital. It is
lurther intended by Government to erect a sjstem
of optical or semaphore telegraphs along the route
of the electric line, to be substituted for it in ease
of the breaking of wires or interruption of the
current from atmospheric causes. These sema-
phores willbe erected upon strongly fortified tow-
ers?and willthus serve simultaneously as news
bearers and a cordon aanitaire against the filibus-
tering infection of the "Yankis."

ATTEMPT TO THROW THE PRESIDENTIAL TRAIN
FROM THE TRACK.?We were on Saturday night
in possession of the astounding information that
an attempt was made, on Monday last, to wreck
the train bearing the President "elect and suite,
about one mile west of the State line. The partic-
ulars, as given us by Mr. Rich, of the Toledo and
Western Railroad, are, that a short time before the
train was due at State line, an engineer who was
preparing to take out a train, found it necessary to
run out to the wood-yard for fuel. Running at a
moderate speed, he noticed an obstruction on the
track, and stopping his engine, found that a ma-
chine for putting cars on the track had been fasten
ed upon the rails in sucli a manner that if a train
at full speed had struck it, engine and ears must
have bet-n thrown oft' and many persons killed. It
is almost impossible to taink that any one is so
thoroughly depraved as to attempt so "damnable a
deed, but we are assured by our informant that his
information comes from undoubted authority. The
matter w< uld have been made public before, but it
was hoped that tbe perpetratorsof the dastardly out-
rage could be detected and brought to justice. The
whole thing was admirably planned?the obstruc-
tion so near a station and on a straight track,
where it would not be be deemed necessary to ex
ercise any great degree of caution.? Lafayette
(hid.) Journal, Feb. 18.

AMERICANS INPARIS. ?The Americans in Paris
are apparently as numerous as ever. Mr. Faulk-
ner, our Minister at the Tuilleries, presented forty
or more at the last imperial reception; and an ill-
natured Frenchman, writing to this country, de-
clares that the Emperor was frightened at the
length of the train. After the Ambassador had
pronounced two or three of the names, his Majesty
interrupted him with a smile and "that is enough,
Mr. Minister, it is getting late," and passed on.?
And the other poor creatures 1 Oh, they had been
at court, they had been presented; when they get
back to America they will tell stories of the impe-
rial condescension, and of the conversation they
enjoyed at the Tuilleries. But was this indifference
of the politic prince an indication of the slights in
reserve for Americans abroad so soon as the dis-
ruption of the republic becomes assured? Demo-
crats would never stand in high favor at courts un-
less they represented so powerful a people that
they could not safely be snubbed. But infuture?-
our countrymen will often hear in royal halls?-
"that is enough, Mr. Minister, it is getting late."

It is a curious circumstance, that during the
three hundred and fifty years the palace id' the
Tuilleries has been a royal dwelling, no French
sovereign has died within its walls. In connec-
tion with this fact, another may be mentioned.
Ever since 1588, every French sovereign who has
made the Tuilleries his abode, has been compelled,
at some time or other, to quit the shelter of its
roof.

The Republican journals of St. Louis style the
majority given against calling a convention in Mis*
souri as "our msjority."

PROGRESS CF THE PRESIDENT ELECT, j

Reception of Mr. Lincoln, President Klrcl
ot Philadelphia.

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 21.?The train bearing Mr.
Lincoln and suite arrived at the Kensington depot
shut 1 o'clock this afternoon. They were escort-
ed to carriages in waiting; the one alloteu to Mr.
Lincoln was drawn by four white horses, being
conspicuous by the gay plumage in their heads. A
procession was formed, headed by a large body of
mounted police, followed by a cavalcade of citizens
representing all party politics. The Pennsylva-
nia Dragoons also participated in the procession.

The President elect, accompanied by the Chair-
man of the Committee of Arrangements, the Pres-
idents of the City Councils, his suite, and the Com-
ffii tee of the Now Jersey and Pennsylvania Legis-
latures, proceeded over the route fixed upon. He
was hailed everywhere with patiiotie emblems
and manifestations. Probably not les3 than one
hundred thousand people where gathered along the
line of march. The weather was cold, threatening
snow.

[ On arriving at the head quarters selected for him
the Continental Hotel, Mr. Lincoln was conducted
to the balcony and introduced to Mayor llenrv.
The noisy multitude below greeted his appearance
with boisterous cheering, but both the Mayor's wel-
come and his reply were unheard, excepting by

\u25a0 those in the immediate vicinity. Mr. Lincoln dis-
played great earnestness in his delivery, which
caused the mass to reflect his patriotic views in
deafening applause.

THE MAYOR INTIMATESTHAT TIISRE 13 A CRISIS.
Mayor Henry, in receiving Mr. Lincoln, referred

to the calamitous condition of affairs which left but
few firesides without its dreadful visitations. Themasses, said the Mayor, are weary and sick of the
selfish schemes and wilyplots of selfish politicians,
and trust in the statesmanship and patriotism of
I'resident Lincoln to restore peace and prosperity.
He regretted that the short stay of the President
elect precluded that intercourse with the mer-
chants, manufacturers and mechanics of Philadel-
phia, which would afford a clear discernment of
their great interests at stake in the present trou-
bles.
MP.. LINCOLN r.EITEKATES THAT THE CRISIS IS ONLY AR-

TIFICIAL. TMr. Lincoln rep!i#i that it was true that there
was anxiety amongst the citizens of the country,
but thc dissatisfied, ho said, are unable to point to
jJjjjphirig in which they are being injured or about
Hgpbe injured. Hence he felt justified in concluding
m St the Crisis U'Os artificial. Let those who dilfer
Sfrbm me point cut a-substantiat difficulty. lie did
jxoVdenij that thi v artificial panic had done considi r-
mbleharm. He would be most happy to fulfil the
bppe of'the'May or. 110 had brought his heart to
the work before him.

\u25a0it wa3 useless to speak about plans and purposes,
aj:.. :he ' would speak officially on Monday week.
Wlen ho did Speak he would take such grounds as
were beat calculated to restore peace, harmony and
ptgwerity to the country, and tend to the perpet-
®3ruf the nation and the liberty of these States
jiwrLthe whole people. He assured them that he
should do nothing inconsistent with the teachings
of the Constitution and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Mr. Lincoln then retired, and after supper held
a levee.

THE OFFICIAL EXCEPTION Iff NEW YORK.
SPEECH OF WELCOME RY TNE MAYON?MR. LINCOLN'S

REPLY.

A large crowd gathered in the i'ark, in New
York, on Wednesday morning, to witness the olli-
cia! reception of the Presidentelect.

Mr. Lincoln arrived at a few minutes before 11
o'clock, in charge of the Committee of the Common
Council, and was immediately escorted to the
Governor's Rooms, where the Mayor and a few
friends, with the members of the press, awaited bis
coming. He was introduced to the Mavor by Mr.
Cornell, of the Board of Aldermen. The Mayor
spoke as follows:

THE MAYOR'S SPEECH.
MR. LINCOLN: ?As Mayor of New York, it becomes my

duty to extend to you an official welcome in behalf of the
corporation. Indoing so, permit me to say that this city
lias never offered hospitality to a man clothed with more
exalted powers or resting under grayer responsibilities
than those which circumstances have devolved upon you.
Coming into office witha dismembered government to re-
construct. and a disconnected and hostile people to recon-
cile, it will require a high patriotism and an elevated
comprehension of the whole country and its varied inter
csts, opinions and prejudices, to so conduct public affairs
as to bring it back again to its former harmonious, con-
solidated and prosperous condition.

You willpardon the Mayor of New York for alluding to
this topic, sir, because New York is deeply interested.
The present political divisions have sorely afflicted her
people. Allher material interests are paralyzed. Her
commercial greatness is endangered. She is the child of
the American Union. She lias grown up under its ma-
ternal care and been fostered by its maternal bounty, and
we fear tiiat if the Union dies, the present supremacy of
New York may perish with it. To you. therefore, chosen
under the forms of the Constitution as the head of the
Confederacy, we look for a restoration 'of fraternal rela-
tions between the States?only to he accomplished by
peaceful and conciliatory means?aided by the wisdom of
Almighty God.

The Mayor, in delivering the above address,
spoke with an air of great deliberation.

Mr. Lincoln responded to the Mayor's address as
follows:

MR. LINCOLN'S REPLY.

Mr. Lincoln stood immovable while the Mayor
spoke, and at the close of the address ho took a step
backward, dropped bis right hand into the position
of 4 gesture, holding his hat in his left hand, at

-\u25a0?i f" *rw?'.\u25a0* leryiii.and then i nlied as fol-
lows :

Mr. Mayor: It is with feelings ofdeep gratitude that I
make my acknowledgments for the reception that has
been given me in the great commercial city of New York
Icannot hut remember that this is done by a people who
do not by a majority agree with me in political senti-
ment. It is more grateful because in this I see that for
the great principles of government the people are very
nearly or quite unanimous. In regard to the difficulties
thst confront us at this time, and of which your Honor
thought fit to speak, so becomingly and so justly as I
suppose, I can only say that Iagree in the sentiments ex-
pressed by the Mayor. In my devotion to the Union, I
hope lam behind no man in the nation. As to the wis-
dom with which to conduct the affairs tending to the
preservation of the Union, I fear that too great a confi-
dence may have been reposed in me. lam sure I bring a
heart devoted to the work. There is nothing that could
ever bring me to consent ?to willinglyconsent?to a de-
struction of this Union, under which not only the great

commercial city of New York, but the whole country,
has acquired its greatness unless it be for the purp se for

which the Union itself was formed. I understand the
ship to be made for the carrying and the preservation of
the cargo; and so long as the ship can be saved, with
cargo, it should never be abandoned. And this Union
should never be abandoned, unless it fails in the possi-
bility of its preservation, and shall cease to exist except
by throwing overboard the freight and passengers. So
long then as it is possible that the prosperity and liber-
ties of the people be preserved in this Union, it shall he
my purpose, at all times, to perpetuate the Union. Again
thanking you for the reception given, allow me to come
to a close.

Mr. Lincoln appeared to be hoarse, and sp ike
with some difficult}-. His address being closed, the
Mayor came to the front of the desk and shook
liand3 with him. Introductions followed, Alder-
men iluss 11, Farley, Boole, Brad}-, and Dayton,
several of the Counciimen, and others, being pre-
sented.

A public reception followed, Mr. Lincoln stand-
ing in the middle of the room. Police lines were
extended to the main door, through which the citi-
zens came in, and alter passing up to and shaking
hands with Mr. Lincoln, went on and out of the
west room door, thence down the stairs and out
doors byway of the basement ball-way. There
was a great crowd present. The ilall was full,and
many thousands waited their turn in the park.

In order that a good opportunity might be af-
forded to the spectators to see Mr. Lincoln, he was
placed in the angle of the window near the north
room. The light striking upon Mr. Lincoln's eyes,
he changed his position, standing with his back to
the statue of Washington, desiring, as lie expressed
himself, to be "sustained by Washington."

MB. LINCOLN LIKES TO SHAKE HANDS.

The Mayor remarked that he had a hard task be
fore him, to which Mr. Lincoln replied, "I like to
shake hands; for a while I can stand it."

The President elect hurried up the crowd pretty
briskly. A bow,not exactly Chesterfieldian, ashake
with the right hand and a "iiow are you, sir?"
concluded the process. The arrangement, as laid
down by the Committee, was that the President
elect should shake hands with all comers till noon,
at which time the remainder were to bo content
with a bow apiece.

INCIDENTS OF THE LEVEE.
The crowd, as a general rule, were not all enthu-

siastic; curiosity apparently was the controlling
element which had induced their presence; this was
not the case, however, with an ardent youth of
twenty, who, not content with a grasp, went over
and kissed the somewhat large palm of the Presi-
dent elect.

One gentleman, on being introduced, remarked
that he was glad to shake hands with a representa-
tive President.

A bystander remarked that the speaker was a
prominent office-holder.

NO COMPROMISE.

A grey-liairtd but dirty-looking individual, who
rejoiced in the possession of a great variety of hir-
sute appendages, on shaking hands, remarked to
Mr. Lincoln, "No Compromise, Mr. President." A
nod was the reply.

Some of the crowd shook Mr. Lincoln with both
hands, which apparently was not at alt agreeable.

This sort of thing was kept up until one o'clock,
when Mr. Lincoln returned to the Astor House, and
entered the Yesey street door, on account of the
crowd.

[From, lite Herald's Report.J
RECEPTION OF LADIES BY MRS. LINCOLN.

At eight o'clock last evening Mrs. Lincoln, who
did not accompany the Presidential party to the
Opera, received calls from the ladies stopping at
the Astor House, and also the wives and daughters
of many of our most distinguished and influential
citizens. The ladies' parlor of the Astor House
was appropriated for the purpose, and at eight
o'clock Mrs. Lincoln, accompanied by Mrs. James
Watson Yv ebb and Mrs. Edwards, sister of the
President elect, entered the room and Btood the
southeast end, facing the doors. The dress wom
by Mrs. Lincoln on this occasion was of steel color-
ed silk, made high in the neck, with a trimming of
box-plaited satin ribbon,a small lace collar, fastened
with a small diamond brooch, diamond ear drops
to match, and black chenille and gold head-dress.
Mrs. James Watson Webb, who had arrived in
town but a short time before tbo reception took
place, wore a dark colored French merino dress,
cashmere shawl and black velvet bonnet. Mrs.
Edwards had on a dark colored silk dress, sprigged
witb small bright-colored flowers.

All the ladies carried bouquets of choice flowers,
and Mrs. Lincoln had also a small ivory fan, with
which she occasionally fanned some of the gentle-
men who paid their respect's to her, playfully tell-
ing them not to get "too warm in the cause." As
the ladies came up their names were whispered to
Mrs. Webb, who introduced them to Mrs. Lincoln;
both bowed and smiled, and occasionally shook
hands. Mrs. Lincoln's smile is a very pleasant and
amiable one; and all who had the pleasure of seeing
her last evening, and witnessing her frank, easy and
lady like manner, agree that she would till with
ease and dignity the high position to which she willshortly be called. The ladies were, many of them,
in their walking costumes, while those stopping in
the house were attired in silk dresses of a dark hue
?all of them made high in the neck, with small
lace collars?and head-dresses of chenille. During
the evening a delegation from the Young Men's
Central Campaign Club was admitted, and intro-
duced to Mrs. Lincoln by General James Watson
Webb. There was but little ceremony or formality
observed after the introduction was "over. Those
who chose to remain did so, and spent a short time
chatting with their friends or listening to the sal-
lies of wit from some one of the many celebrities
present. The following area few of the ladies who
had the honor of payiDg their respects to Mrs. Lin-
coln last evening:? MTB. Belmont, Mrs. Dr. Shep-
pard, Mrs. J. A. Kennedy, Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Moag-

land, Mrs. BIT-VJW, ar.dMrs. Letferta, of Brooklyn.
The reception . oted two hours, during which time
about one hundred ladies were presented to Mrs.
Lincoln.

BATS PRESENTED TO MR. LINCOLN.
Shortly after Mr. liarnum had requested the

pleasure of Mr. Lincoln's company at the museum,
the President elect was waited on by Mr. Knox, the
hatter, who presented him with one of his hats, in
which was inscribed "Abraham Lincoln." In the
course of an hour, however, a message was receivedby the future President from Leary, the hatter un-der the Astor House, requesting the measure of
iii3 head. In compliance with this request, Mr.
Lincoln tried on several of his hats, and finally
sent down to Mr. Leary the one he had so lately re-
ceived from Knox, stating that he believed that to
be the best tit. In a short time the hat was re-
turned, together with one of "Leary's best 1" Mr.
Lincoln seemed very much pleased with both these
gifts, and, upon being asked which was the batter
bat, is said to have remarked in bis quaint way,
that they mutually surpassed each other.

VICE PRESIDENT UAMLIN'GPARTY EN ROUTE.
Mr. Vice President Hamlin and lady stayed at

Windsor Locks, Conn., on Tuesday night, with
relatives, taking yesterday's one o'clock train to
this city. His progress, like that of the President
elect, was a continuous ovation, he being beset at
every station b}T thousands of the enthusiastic sov-
ereigns, who took an interest in his election, and
so now appropriated some of the glory of his tri-
umph. They succeeded frequently in seducing
their distinguished guest into a speech. He was
"drawn out" at Hartford, Meriden, New Haven,
Bridgeport and Stamford?"the Union arid the
Constitution," "the fathers" and their "faithfulsons," forming the staple of these various ventila-
tion?.

Mrs. Hamlin is a smiling little woman with plea-
sant eyes, and auburn hair, at least twenty years
her husband's junior, and his second wile. She is
neat and active, and willbe likely to prove an ami-
able and popular mistress of the Vice Presiden-tial mansion. At Hartford a pretty bouquet was
sent her by one of the prominent belles of that
city.
HIS RECEPTION AT TIIE DEPOT AND DEPARTURE FOR THE

ASTOR HOUSE.
The Hon. Hannibal Hamlin, the Vice Presidentelect, accompanied by Mrs. Hamlin and Messrs.Itice and Pike, Congressmen elect from the State

of Maine, ai rived in this city yesterday (Tom Bos-
ton via the New Haven Railroad.

Although it was well known that Mr. Hamlin
would arrive yesterday, there were but few per-
sons at the depot awaiting hi 3 arrival. The whole
number would nt perhaps reach more than one
hundred, and the majority of those were boys and
the people of the immediate neighborhood.

Shortly before the arrival of the train, which
was due at 4.45, a handsome barouche, drawn bv
four stylish bay horses, drove up, and remained in
front of the depot; a close carriage, drawn by four
horses, was in readiness to convey Mrs. Hamlin and
Messrs. Rice and Pike to the Astor House, the
place where all the party stop.

When the carriages arrived it was generally
supposed that they contained some of the members
of the Common Council; but it was not so, those
geDtlemen, no doubt, being too much taken up
with waiting on the President elect to take any
notice of a lesser light. The gentlemen who we:"e
to welcome Mr. Hamlin were General Nie. Judge
Lathrop, Messrs. Goodwin, Walton and I'essenden,
members of Congress elect from Maine, and a few
others.

RECEPTION BY HANNIBALHAMLINLAST EVENING.
The friends and supporters of the Vice Presidentelect paid their respects to him last evening at the

Aster House. Tbo reception took place between
the hours of eight and ten o'clock, when about two
hundred persons availed themselves of the opportu-
nity. They were cordially received by Mr. Ham-
lin, who introduced them to Mrs. Hamlin, and after
a few pleasant words and a warm shako of the
hand, ihey passed along to make room for others,
who were pressing eagerly forward.

Many ladies were also presented to Mr. and Mrs.
Hamlin, whose reception of them was calculated to
create a lasting and favorable impression.

THE LINCOLNFAMILYAT BAHNUM's.
On Tuesday afternoon, soon after Lincoln's arri-

val in the city, Mr. liarnnm, the "Prince of Show-
men," waited upon him at the Astor House and in
vifed him to visit the Museum. Mr. Lincoln said
that he would certainly attend some time during
yesterdav. "Don't forget," said Barnum; "you're
'Honest Old Abe;' I shall rely upon you, and I'll
advertise you." The advertisement appeared, but
Mr. Lincoln didn't. A great many people took this
opportunity of seeing the President elect, together
with the other curiosities, but tbev were unfortu-
nately disappointed. They saw the great Lincoln
turkey, however, and looked as though they en-
joyed it. They didn't, though; for how can one
enjoy the sight of a tine fowl fattened for another
person to cat.

During the morning Bob Lincoln,the Kail Prince,
dropped into the Museum and looked through its
spacious halls. The "What is it" enjoyed his dis-
tinguished consideration; the Aztec children looked
wilder than ever as he faced them, descendants of
a long and thin line of kings as they are; the light-
ning calculator dropped his chalk, and for the first
time made only a small mistake in his addition.
The young Prince wanted to consult Madame Del-
monte, the fortune teller, upon the future of the
country, but having connection with extremely
Southern latitudes, she rather favored secession.?
If Mr. Barnum had only left young Lincoln to him-
self, no one could have recognized him as the son
t f the President'!

Mrs. Lincoln, a handsome, matronly lady, paid
the Museum a visit, also, and sent her children,
with their nurse, to see the "Woman in White"
and sit with Mr. IJarnum in his private box. Such
of the party as could write inscribed their names
upon the visitors' book, under the signatures of
Tommy and the Prince of Wales. There was no
extra ir< ? : . .i very little attention paid

] to tne uia.ioguuntu ?. isiiuia. i'he aaui,' L. which
' the brass band executed the national airs was the
most remarkable event of the day at the Museum.
?A\ T. Herald.
THE RUMORS OP THE PRESIDENTIAL PRO

GUESS.
DIGNITYAT A DISCOUNT.

We take the following extracts relating to Mr.
Lincoln's "sayings and doings," from a leading Re-
publican journal of New York.

"I have been told 1 look like you," remarked a
tall, weasen-faced individual, the color of the mud
on his boots, indicating New Jersey as his resi-
dence.

'?You do look like me, that's certain," responded
Mr. Lincoln; "the fact is settled that you are a
handsome man "

"Mow is your wife and family," very seriously
asked a rural resident.

"Able to be about," replied Mr. Lincoln, very
soberly, and then turning to tho mayor, finished
the remark by saying, " that fellow is from the
country and meant to be polite."

"This is my husband," said a lady to Mr. Lin-
coln; "you must shake bands with him, for be is a
member of the Illinois Legislature."

"He might come from a worse State," replied
Mr. Lincoln, taking the Illinois legislator by the

band, "but he could not have a better half.
"Here is a man," said the mayor, as a Mr. Cohen

from South Carolina advanced, "who is rather out
of your bailiwick."

"Here is my hand," Mr. Lincoln remarked, "we
will shake hands for the Union."

"You must let me shake hands with you because
I am as tali as you are," said a tall, gentlemanly-
looking man.

"1 don't know about your being as tall," replied
Mr. Lincoln; "let us measure."

Mr. Lincoln wheeled his back about, and the two
stood back to back.

"You are an inch the tallest," exclaimed the
mavor.

"1 thought so," responded Mr. Lincoln; "I'm
hard to beat."

"God bless you," said a gentleman of melo dra-
matic look anil dress, "the flag of the country is
looking at you."

"Hope it won't lose any of its eyes," rejoined
Mr. Lincoln. [Laughter.]

"Here is a tall fellow,l guess will take me down,"
said the mayor to Mr. Lincoln, as a very tall man
advanced.

"Stranger, what is your height?" asked Mr. Lin-
coln.

"Six feet six."
"Here is my hand, lam six feet four." [Great

laughter.]
QUACKS A HUNDRED YEARS AGO. ?If our fore-

fathers a hundred years ago could not boast of their
mesmeric inliuences, or of table turning, or of spirit
rapping, they were the victims of a marvellous list
of quackeries of other descriptions, which were,
perhaps, more injurious in their effects. ft was
literally the age of quack medicines, and every pos-
sible disease was fitted with its nostrum, ail duly
qualified by His Majesty's letters patent. There
were "The original Balsam of Health," otherwise
called "The Balsam of Life," which is desciibed as
"the most admirable vulnerary in nature;" the
"Golden Nervous Cordial or Paralytic Drops,"
which was "the greatest preservative and restorer
of health ever yet published," and had been "sent
many years ago by Her Catholic Ma jesty to King
James the First's consort," "The Famous rngar-
plurns for Worms;" the "Grand Elixirof Ease,"
which was a certain cure for the cholic; and "The
much-famed Hypo-Drops," which "infalliblycure
melancholy in men or vapors in women." One
"Doctor Trscano" declares himself able to find out
and cure all diseases to which humanity is liable,
adding, in conclusion, "I will forfeit cue hundred
guineas if anybody can prove to the contrary."
Some of these medicines are put forward under
the name of the celebrated Doctor John liill,
the great medical and literary quack of the
age; such as "Essence of Water Dock," a safe
remedy for scurvy; and the "Elixir of Baridana,"
which was infallible against gout and rheumatism.
Those who needed the latter wero encouraged by
the information added to the advertisement, that
"the baridana (burdock) is a common innocent
British plant." Dr. Hill's "Elixir" met with a
rival in a medicine against the same diseases by
one Dr. Colley, who announced, as an "elfectual
remedy," his "Antiarthritick Wine," supposing,
perhaps, that the very name of wine was enough
to cure a gouty patient. But all these inventions
are thrown into the shade by the "Medicinal Ara-
bian Quilt," "wherein," we are told, "is infused a
salutary composition," consisting chiefly of "East-
ern vegetables," and "by wrapping un in this
quilt,"sufferers under all sorts of diseases were to
find quick relief. We learn from the same adver
tisement that "the author also has invented a medi-
cinal paper cap, for the constant wear of those who
are vaporous, or subject to catch cold;" and of this
it is further stated, "likewise it refreshes the mem-
ory of the studious, particularly those who apply-
constantly to their pen, and is so curiously con-
trived that a gentleman (sic) mar constantly wear
them under their wigs, or even ladies under their
caps."? London lievieic.

OUR RELATIONS WITH PERU. ?It has been antici-pated tbat the President would, before this time,
address a special message to Congress upon the
subject of our relations with Peru; but the session
is drawing so near to a close tbat it is presumed
the President deems it becoming to leave his suc-
cessor unembarrassed in respect to diplomatic com-
plications. Meantime Mr. Clay, the Minister of the
United States, having returned to this country, in
obedience to orders, quietly awaits whatever dispo-
sition of him may be made. Itis not improbable
that his long diplomatic ixperience and conceded
ability may be called into requisition by the new

administration at an early diy, especially as he is

better informed on the subject of South American
affairs, in their general and spcri il bearings, than
anv other man in the country.

The incoming administration will find themselves
considerably embarrassed respecting our foreign
affairs, and willrequire the assistance of some of
those already in position to aid them, and to avoid
serious blunders.? Wash. Cur. iV. Y. Herald.

According to the London 'Jimee, the subscrip-
tions afloat lor a testimonial to Mr. Cobden are os-
tensibly in recognition of his services in regard to
the French treaty,but in reality because the money
is wanted, the previous gifts of his admirers having
been lost in American railway securities. Other
London papers utterly deny tbia story.

. I TOE CASE OF LEGISLATIVE BRIBERY.
" ; The Albany Evening Journal gives the particu-

; Urs of the charge of bribery against a member of
the New York Legislature, already noticed in our

e despatches. The history of the case is as follows:
' A w-arrant was issued at Albany, on Saturday,

fir the arrest of Mr. Jay Gibbons, a member ofAssemble from the first district of Albany countv,
up n tuw chargo of bribery and corruption, and

1 upon his return from Westerlo, his home, on .Won.
\u25a0 day, he was arrested. Mr. Ira .Shafer, District

Attorney for Albany county, made the complaint,
? which was supported by bis affidavit and that of

Mr. John M. Nelson, the Assistant District Attor-
" ney. Mr. Shafer makes affidavit to the effect thatduring the early part of the session of the present

Legislature he dratted a bill to increase the salary
? of his assistant to §1,500, and that the bill was in-

- troduced and referred to the members from Albanv
county, to consider and report upon; that he heard

? that Gibbons was opposed to the bill in the form
in wbieh it was reported; that he saw him about
it, and Gibbohs was of the opinion that the sal-
ary should not exceed $1,200, and he said to

1 Shafer, "You know I can kill the bill if I
' choose." He afterwards called upon Shafer, and

came to the conclusion that the amount named in
the bill was a matter of indifference if things were
made right. The answer as to the meaning uf this
expression was, that he and Mr. Weeler (another
Albany county member) would want SIOO to go for
the amount of $1,500. Gibbons had another Inter-
view with Nelson, the assistant, on the subject,
and Shafer, from these premises, swears in his affi-
davit that "Jay Gibbons unlawfully and felonious-ly demanded, required and proposed to receive
from said Nelson the sum of SIOO as a considera-
tion of his approval, vote, action and influence in
support of said bill, contrary to the statute in such
case provided," and prays for his arrest.

J. AI. Nelson deposes to the same effect: and upon
there two affidavits Mr. Jay Gibbons was fullycom-
mitted by the magistrate, and taken before Judge
Wolford, who held bim to bail in the sum ofSI,OOO.

The statute upon the subject is both plain andstringent, and covers every sort of attempt on the
part of public officers or members of the Legisla-
ture to obtain money as a consideration for the',r
vote, action or influence. T lie severity of the pun-
ishment is commcnsnrate with the offence, sincethe person convicted of the crime is liable to a fine
not exceeding $5,000, or imprisonment for ten
years, or both, at thy discretion of the Court, and
is forever debarred from holding any office of pub-
lic trust ia the State.

DESCRIPTION OF A CHINESE BATTLE.
A Chinese battle is as good as a farce. Some of

the little fights at Shanghac were very amusing.
One day, when a great many soldiers were out, 1
saw more of the combat than was pleasant. Having
got into the line of lire, I was forced to take shelterbehind a grave, the bullets .striking the grave from
each side every second. Why they came my way
it was difficult to discover, for they ought to havepassed on the otherside of the creek, about twenty
yards distant, to the people they were intended for;
but to sec the dodging of the soldiers, ihen of the
rebels, each trying to evade the other, was almost
amusiug. One fellow, ready nrimed and loaded,
would rush up the side of a graVe hillock, drop his
matchlock over the top, and, without taking aim,
blaze away. There is no ramrod required for the
shot they use; the bullet or bar of iron is merely
dropped in loose upon the powder. There was a
lino scene on an occasion when the Shanghae
rebels made a sortie; one of t'.ie men was cut off by
an imperial skirmisher, who had his piece
loaded. The rebel had no lime to charge on
him, as he ran round and round a grave, whichwas high enough to kep his enemy from shoot-
ing him when on the opposite side. Hare
hunting is nothing" to it. Red cap described hosts
of circles, and the Royalist was fast getting
blown, when the gods took pity on his wind, for,
by some unlucky chance,the rebel tripped and fell.
The soldier was at hiin in a moment, and, to makesure of hid prize, put the muzzle of the matchlock
to it? d-cap's head, fired, and took to his heels asfast as he could go. It is difficult to sav who was
the most astounded, when Mr. lted cap did exactly
the same. The bullet that dropped down readily
on the powder fell out as easily when the barrel
wa3 depressed. The rebel got off with a good
singeing of his long hair. There were frequently,
however, some very ugly wounds; and where sur-
gery is at such a discount, the poor wounded must
sutler most severely. The Chinese rarely, if ever,
amputate. They use strong drawing plaster to ex-
tract the hall. The missionary hospitals at Canton
and Shanghae, under the able'charge of their inde-
fatigable managers, Drs. li-ibson and Lockhart, as
also that under the good care of Dr. Parker, late
plenipotentiary for the United States to China, did
great good. Indeed, it is impossible to tell what
granJ results niav follow the labors of these gen-
tlemen. Their hospitals were olten crowded with
wounded, soldiers chiefly being benefited hv their
skiil. There were frequently lights close to Dr.
Lockbart's hospital, and men ot both parties had
been carried thither. Dr. Ilobson received upwards
of 1,000 Canton soldiers, and his reputation is far
spread. Kven the mandarins have deigned tonotice
his aid. True to their usual policy towards for-
eigners, they give the barbarian no credit; hut his
services wore so great that they could not he passed
over, so they selected a Chinese lad, who was a
sort of medical pupil and paid assistant at the hospi-
tal, and dubbed him a mandarin of the sixth rank.
A grant of land for a hospital would have done
much more good.? Ttcelre Yean in China.

A UNIVERSAL TELEGRAPH. ?M. Verard do Sainte
Anne, a short time ago, sent a paper to the Aci-
demia Francaise, on a project for establishing a
belt, of electric telegraphs all round the world. We
find from a table given by the author, that the
trade of Engl nd with the East amounts to 2,723,-
000,900 frm.cs per ar...um. France with the

- tni i.in finn ... -._, c ;{t!li*od. to 295.220
francs; ot Russia, 150,00b t.aucs; of the iianso
Towns, to 14,199,000 francs; of Spain and Portu-
gal to 15,875 francs; of Belgium and Switzerland
to 30,726,000 francs; of North America, East and
West, 3,061,630,000 francs; of South America and
the West Indies, 1,730,723,000 francs. In the Uni-
ted States the net work of telegraphic lines com-
prises a length of 70,000 kilometres, or 47,250 Eng-
lish miles; and when the New York and San Fran-
cisco line is completed?the line over Europe and
Asia being supposed to exist?there would only be
3,500 leagues of cable to be sunk in order to ena-
ble Paris and London to receive intelligence from
Canton inone hour and fifty minutes, from New
York in two hours aud twenty minutes, and from
Valparaiso in three hours ar.d a quarter.

A considerable number of partial lines, which,
according to the author, may bo easily collected
into one great whole, are already in existence, or
about to be established. Thus, la Japan, the lines
have been granted to a company, and oDe is now
in course of construction; New Zealand is already
connected by a cable with Australia, Melbourne
and Sydney, and Batavia with Singapore; the
whole continent of tnola, thanks to English enter-
prise, is now being intersected with telegraphic
lines, connecting Calcutta with Madras, Benares,
Lucknow, Agra, Delhi, Hyderabad, Ac. Again
from Bombay, a line goes to Goa, and wesward to
Kurrachee, whence it will soon reach Hyderabad.

BRIGIIAMYOUNG'S RECRUITING DEPOT. ?The Mor-
i mona have succeeded in establishing a recruiting
establishment in Williamsburg, the high priests of
which are the notorious Orson Pratt and Erastus
Snow, lata missionaries to England. They have
three meetings on Sundjys, and yesterday the
Odeon was nearly filled each time, there being on
hand a caravan lull of the faithful from different
nations of Europe, ready to start for Utah at the
first blush of summer. The leaders of the blind
are "inspired," of course, I'ratt consigning this
benighted nation to everlasting destruction, which
has "heard the word and not obeyed." Snow, the
other apostle, would apare us a little longer, in
consideration that this nation, though a crooked
and perverse generation, has been "selected to nur-
ture the bud of Mormonism." They have now a
permanent congregation of 350, of whom 200 aro
permanent re.-idents, composed mainly of laborers
?that class which is easily "led by the nose as
as3es are."? Brooklyn Eagle.

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS in Montreal are attended
with rough play. The French candidate for Mayor
was pelted in the streets with ice lumps, and se-
verely injured by the friends of the Irish candi-
date. Rodier, on receiving the cowardly blow,
exclaimed ?"They want to kill me; hut I will not

retire, 1 will die on the field. PenpUregard**done
le rang de celui que roue avez eln." [Cheers.] Mr.
Rodier's friends once more collected, but were
finally driven off the ground, axe handles playing
a part iu their expulsion.

EX-POSTMASTER FOWI.IM AT TUB HEAD or A FAC-
TORY.?Letters were received iu New York on
Friday last from Isaac V. Fowler, dated a few-
days ago in the city of Mexico. The report that he
was about to take charge of a silver mine is not true.
He has taken the superintendency of a large cotton
manufactory near Mexico, at a salary of three thou-
sand dollars a year, and a house to live in. Living
is so dog-cheap there, that five hundred dollars a
year is equivalent tofive thousand in New York.?
lie writes iu capital spirits.

WHY MRS. LINCOLN CHANGED HER ARRANGEMENTS.
?According to a correspondent of the Cincinnati
Commercial, Mrs. Lincoln's arrangements tor going
to Washington w. re changed by recommendation
of General Scott, by telegraph, that it would he
prudent for her to accompany her husband, as it
would show more confidence iu the country. This
is said to explain the change of programme. There
was a time when no idea of this kind would have
been suggested.

In New \ ork a firebroke out on Tuesday morn-
ing in the large marble warehouse Nos. 29 and 31
Park place. It was extinguished without much
damage to the building, but the stock of Chapman,
Lyon & Xoyes, importers of fancy goods, occupying
the four upper floors, was consumed. Their loss is
about $70,060. That of Messrs. Watson & Co.,
who occupied the tirst floor and basement, was not
large. Both were fully insured.

At Newark, X. J., a Mr. Dobbs has recovered
S2OO of a dentist named Russell, tor improper den-
tistry. The Judge stated, as a principle of com-
mon law and common reason, that any person
claiming to practice any particular trade or pro-
fession, is responsible tor failure to exercise sutfi-
cient skill in the prosecution of his business.

Sir E. B. Lytton is saui to Oe hard at work at a
new novel, which is to be published all together,
and not in a serial form through the COIUIUES of a
magazine. The subject is stated to be one wjiich
will introduce many scenes among those Greek

islands where he has been staying of late.
"Independent" writes to the Philadelphia North

American that the prediction may now be ventured
confidently, that England will receive a minister or

commissioner from the Montgomery provisional
government. At least that impression is warrant-
ed by declarations, traceable to the British lega-
tion.

Witiiin a few days several vessels laden with
cotton have arrived at Norfolk, Va., from Savan-
nah and Charleston. One of them, belonging to
Massachusetts, came in bearing the Palmetto flag.
The cotton.is to be shipped from Norfolk to Eu-

rope. The vessels took out corn to the South and
brought baeff cotton.

The Montgomery (Ga.) Advertiser is very happy
to welcome to its neighborhood Mr. William M.
Browne, lately the editor of the Washington Con-
stitution, discontinued in that city, to be revived
somewhere within the Southern Confederacy.

The bill beforeTnenUoned, suspending the collec-

tion of debts in Alabama lor the period ot fifteen

months, which had previously passed the House,
was finally defeated in the Senate on the oth by a

tie vote.
Georgia papers say thai iue aauiage done Jto the

State Railroad by, the late freshet will require an

expenditure of one hundred thousand dollars for
repairs.

__________

The eminent occulist De Lerew, ot Graefrsth
llgrmaoy, is deat||


