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By the arrival of the steamer Africa, at New
York, we have two days later intelligence from

Europe, but the despatches received by us contain
no items of special interest. It appears that the
surrender of Messina was unconditional. Some

five thousand prisoners were taken. The Duchess

of Kent, Queen Victoria's mother, is d-ail. Cot-
ton closed dull at last advices.

The steamer Daniel Webster, at New York, from
Texas, reports landing two companies of the troops
lately in Texas at Fort Jefferson, Tortugas, and

two at Fort Taylor, Key West. The Indian out-
rages on the frontier of Texas continue to increase.
It is reported that Cot Unas was only waiting the
departure of the troops to commence his opera-
tions on a more extensive scale than heretofore.

In the Virginia Convention, on Saturday, a res-

olution was adopted to terminate debate in Com-
mittee of the Whole on Thursday next, when votes
willbe taken on the various propositions. It is be-
lieved that the Convention will adjourn in about

two weeks.
The Legislature continued in session all Satur-

day night engaged in the discussion of the resolu-

tions relative to the movements of troops and arms

in the Commonwealth by the Federal Government.
The resolutions as passed authorize the Governor
to call out the military to resist the removal of
arms from Bellona arsenal.

The Texas Convention has ratified the Constitu-
tion of the Confederate States, there being only
two dissenting votes. The Convention adjourned
on the 25th. It is stated that all Gov. Houston's
efforts in opposition to secession have failed.

A telegram states that the Chicago banks will
to-day throw* out the notes of thirty-two of the
State Banks who have a circulation of $35,000,000,
based on the State stocks of Missouri, Tennessee,
and Louisiana.

The general election in Connecticut takes place
to-day. The candidates are as follows:

Republican. Opposition.
Governor W. A. Buckingham, James C. I.nomis,
Lt. Governor Benj. Douglas, Aug. G. Hazard,
Sec. of State J. 11. Trumbull, N. B.Stephens,
Comptroller L. W. Cutter, Horace Taylor,
Treasurer Ezra Dean, T.H.C.Kingsbury,
Congress, Dist. l..DwightLoomis, Alvin P. Hyde,"
Congress, Dist. 2 .John Woodruff, Jas. E. English,
Qjngress, Dist. 3..A1f. A. Burnham,
Congress, Dist. 4,.Orrin S. Ferry, Kufus L. Baker.

The Republican candidates for Governor and
Congress are the incumbents in all cases.

We publish this morning a synopsis of the pro-
ceedings in the South Carolina Convention on
AVednesday and Thursday, the Confederate Consti-
tution being under consideration.

Petitions are in circulation in Norfolk city and

county, Va., instructing their delegates in the State
Convention to vote for im mediate secession.

THE EXCITEMENT IN VIRGINIA.
TBE GUN QUESTION ?PROMPT ACTION OK THE VIR-

GINIA SENATE. ?The Senate of Virginia, at its ses-
sion of Friday evening, passed some important re-
solutions in relation to the contemplated removal
of the cannon from Bellona Arsenal to Old Point
Comfort.

Atseven o'clock the Committee reported a pre-
amble and two resolutions, tbe first of which au-
thorizes and directs the Governor to seize and de-
tain said guns for the use of the Commonwealth,
and to that end to order out the Public Guard, and
such portion of the militia force as he may deem
necessary to arrest the contemplated removal of the
guns beyond the reach and control of the Govern-
ment of this State.

The second resolution authorizes and requires
tbe Governor to pay to Dr. Junius L. Archer the
amount due him, viz : seven thousand eight hun-
dred and seventy-two dollars on his contract with
the Government at Washington and to the said
Government at Washington, the sum of thirteen
thousand and twenty-four dollars, paid by it to tbe
said Archer, on account of the contract; the Gov-
ernor to require tbe superintendent of the Armory,
at Richmond, to take possession of said guns and
deposit them therein for safe keeping.

The first resolution was passed by a vote of 27 to
8. The second resolution passed?yeas 32, navs 1.

EXCITEMENT INPETERSBURG, VA.? The Petersburg
Jntelligencer of Saturday says :

Owing to the exciting rumor that Lincoln hadordered the removal of the arms from the Bellona
Arsenal to Fortress Monroe, and that tbev were
expected to be brought this way via the South-Side
Railroad, caused the popular interest to be wrought
up to duly yesterday, and almost immediately sev-
eral petitions were in circulation, and in less than
two hours three hundred names were enrolled,
pledging that the arms should never pass through
this city, at the sacrifice of their lives. Some of
the petitions were headed by some of our most
honored, hoary-haired citizens, who have still the
blood of a youth and a Virginian flowing through
their veins, with a motto, "resistance to Lincoln
and to his Black Republican Administration.''

The same paper has the following :
THE BF.LONA ARSENAL GUNS?ORDER COUNTERMANDED.

We are indebted to a friend for the privilege of
publishing the tollowing private despatch from
Richmond. We may mention in this connection,
that several hundred of the citizens of our
city had agreed to resist the oraer to remove the
arms to Fortress Monroe, and pledged themselves
to unite in any necessary act for the prevention of
the same:

RICHMOND, March 29.? 1 learn that the citizens
of Richmond will arrest the guns if sent here. I
learn, also, that Col. AlfredBarbour has received
a letter from the Ordnance Department at Wash-
ington, stating that the order for the delivery of
the guns has been countermanded.

[By Telegraph.]
VIRGINIALEGISLATURE?EXCITING DEBATE.

RICHMOND, March 31. ?The House of Represent-
atives was in session all last night considering the

jointresolutions relative to the movement of troops
and arms within the Commonwealth by the Federal
Government, growing out of the proposed transfer
of guns from the Bellona foundry. Various amend-
ments were proposed, but rejected after an exciting
debate. The Senate amendments were finally
passed, after being modified by authorizing the
Governor to call out the public Guard to arrest tbe
contemplated removal, and directing him to em-
ploy needful force to resist any attempt to remove

the same beyond the reach of the General and State
Government.

SAM HOUSTON'S PROTEST.
Gen. Samuel Houston in his address to the people !

of Texas, after reviewing the national troubles,
says:

You bave withdrawn Texas from her connection
with the United Statc-s. Your act changes the
character of the obligation I assumed at the time
of my inauguration. As your Chief Executive, I
am no longer bound to support the Constitution
of the United States. If your act did not
relieve that obligation, it was notbiDg. If
this is not the result of the action of the peo-
ple, the position of the officers of the State
Government, and especially that portion who are
members of this Convention, has indeed been an
anomolons one. Have they still been acting under
tbeir oath to support the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States? As your Executive, no matter what
my views may bave been, I am bound to reflect
your expressed will. I have endeavored to do so.
Were 1 asked to swear to support your Constitu-
tion I might waive my objections to the source
from which the oath came. I aai called upon to
swear to support the Constitution and laws of the
Confederate States, which 1 have never seen, as
your Chief Executive, to render my allegiance to
that Government, when you have never in any
manner or form declared your desire to become
annexed to tbe same.

Fellow citizens, in tbe name of your rights and
liberties, which I believe bave been trample'd upon,
I refuse to take this oatb. In tbe name of the na-
tionality of Texas, which bas been betrayed by this
Convention, I refuse to take this oath. In tbe
name of the Constitution of Texas, which has been
trampled upon, I refuse to take this oatb. In the
name of my own conscience and my manhood,
which Ibis Convention would degrade by dragging
before it, to pander to the malice of my enemies,
when by tbe Constitution the privilege is accorded
me, which belongs to the humblest officer, to take
my oatb of office before any competent authority,
I refuse to take this oath.

"

I am ready to be ostracised sooner than submit
to usurpation. Office has no charms for me, that
it must be purchased at tbe sacrifice of my con-
science and the loss of self-respect.

I love Texas too well to bring civil strife and
bloodshed upon ber. To avert this calamity, I shall
make no endeavor to maintain my authority as
Chief Executive of this State, except by the peace-
ful exercise of my functions. When I can no long-
er do this I shall calmly withdraw from the scene,
leaving the Government in the hands of those who
have usurped its authority; and still claiming that
I am its Chief Executive.

I expect the consequences of my refusal to take
this oatb. My office willbe declared vacated. If
those who ostracise me will be but as true to the
interests of 'lexas as 1 have endeavored to be, my
pravers will attend them.

Fellow-citizens, think not that I complain at* the
lot which Providence has now assigned me. It is
perhaps but mec-t that mv career should close thus.
I have seen tbe patriots and statesmen of my youth,
ore by one, gathered to their fathers, and the Gov-
ernment which they hadreared, rent in twain, and
none like them are left to unite it once again. I
stand the last almost of a race, who learned from
their lips the lessons of human freedom. I am
stricken down now because I will not yield tboEe
principles, wbicb I bave fought for and struggled
to maintain. The severest pang is that tbe blow
comes in tbe name of tbe State of Texas. I deny
the power of this Convention to speak for Texas. I
have received blows for her sake and am willing
to do so again.

I protest in the name of the people of Texas
against all the acts and doings of this Convention,
and declare them null and void 1 I solemnly pro-
test against the acts of itß members who are bound
by no oath themselves, in declaring my office va-
cant, because I refuse to appear before it and take
the oath prescribed.

It bas accomplished its mission, and its chief ob-
ject has been fulfilled. Ifto drive me from office
and defeat the will of the people, is an honor, it
may wear it. To prevent my having an opportu-nity to send a message to the Legislature, which
meets on Monday, March 18th, I am required to
appear at its bar to-day, and take the test oatb.Even hhylock granted the full three days ere he
claimed his pound of flesh. The Convention pre-
scribed that time as the limit, but its I'resident has
been less gracious than Shylock, and clamors for
the bond ere two days are gone. If lam thus de-prived of tbe poor privilege of putting upon record
my sentiments, through a refusal on the part of
the Legislature to receive my message, I will lay
the same before the people, and appeal to them,
as I declared I would do in my inaugural.

_

SAM HOUSTON.
Among the many rumors afloat in England in re-

gard to Major Yelverton, the Cork Herald of the
Sthgives currency to tbe following:

We are informed that Major Yelverton was trans-
acting business yesterday in this citv. It is rumor-
ed that both be and Mrs. (Forbes) Yelverton sailed
from QneeDstown yesterday for America.

Per Contra, the Cork Examiner of the 11th inat.,
?tate* that tbe above rumor ii, so far as the lady is
concerned, unfounded.

LATEST NEWS.
TELEGRAMS.

FURTHER FROM EUROPE.

ARRIVAL OF THE STEAMER AFRICA.

NEW YORK, March 31.?The steamer Africa from

Liverpool on the 10th, brings some two davs later
advices, but nothing important-

The Dnches3 of Kent, mother of Queen Victoria,
is dangerously ill.

The London Times ridicules the idea of the
effecting loans after Mississippi

repudiation.
The surrender of Messina was unconditional.?

Five thousand prisoners and three hundred cannon

were taken.
COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE.

The Liverpool Cotton market opened with a slight de-
cline, but subsequently recovered under the American
advices per steamer Kangaroo, and closed firm at last
week's quotations. The sales of the week amounted to
57,000 bales, including 9,500 bales to speculators and
11,000 bales for export. The sales of Friday were 15,000

bales, including 7,000 bales for speculation and export.
The market closes buoyant. New Orleans fair 7Jfd.; mid-
dling 7d.: Mobile fair 7%<1 ; middling 6&d. Stock in
port 907,000 bales, including 750,000 bales American Cot-
ton. Messrs. Ilewett & Co. say the market closed at very
full prices, with an advancing tendency.

Manchester advices are favorable. There is an im-
proved tone, and in some cases holders demand an ad-
vance.

Produce?Ashes are steady. Pots 28s. 9d @29s. Pearls
295. Rosin was steady at the opening of the market at
4s. Id.(a4s. 2d., and under an increased demand, closed
firm at 4s. 6d. Spirits Turpentine closed steady at 31s.
Rice is steady, with more doing in Carolina at 20s. 9d.@
225. 3d.

Provisions are quiet. Lard closed dull and all quali-
ties slightly declined. Beef and Pork are quiet. Bacon

also.
Consols 91 %r a-92 for money and 92K@92? for account.

Bullion at the bank had increased £260.000.
Breadstuffs are firm at former rates. Richardson, Spence

& Co. quote: Flour is quiet and prices steady at 2801 31s.
Wheat is firm; red lis, 3d.@135.: white 12s. 6d.(<il4s. 6:1.
C rn is firm and partially a shade dearer; mixed 375.@
375. 6d.; Yellow 385.@385. 6L; white 385.@395.

The British Government is said to have received
despatches from the British Consul at Warsaw,
which generally confirmed the published accounts.

Mr. Gladstone bad promised to introduce the
Budget on the 11th of April.

The London Times asks where the Confederate
States are to negotiate their proposed loan, seeing
that one-fifth of their population are pledged to re-
pudiation. It says that President Davis is the man
who laughed at the dupes in Mississippi bonds.

The reduction by the Bank of France of the
rates of discount to 6 per cent, had produced a
good effect on the money market. Paris and Lon-
don Rentes advanced to 68f. 30c.

The Corps Legislatiff continued to debate the
address. The independent members strongly ad-
vocated the liberal amendment already published.
The first three paragraphs of the address had been
adopted.

PARIS, Saturday.?ln the Corps Legislatifi'it has
been intimated that it might become necessary to
fixa later day than the Ist of October for the exe-
cution of the Treaty of Commerce with England,
in which case the Chamber of Deputies will be
called upon to decide in the matter.

Gaunt Reckberg had arrived in Paris.
THE LATEST.

LIVERPOOL, Saturday, March 16.?Sales of Cotton on
Saturday, 25,000 bales. Hewitt's circular reports the
market Buoyant and fully isd. higher.

Breadstuffs closed generally unchanged.
Provisions closed quiet.
Consols closed at 92@92)t for money and 92 .V@9211

for account.
The Africa brings £82,000 in specie.
The Duchess of Kent died on Saturday.

Virginia Convention.
RICHMOND, March 30.?Mr. Flournoy, in Conven-

tion to-day, made a speech in favor of presenting
an ultimatum to the North. He opposed the hold-
ing of a Border State Conference.

Mr. James Barbour made a speech in lavor of se
cession.

Mr. Goggin urged the plan of withdrawing and
reconstructing the Union, rs set forth in his re-
port.

The Convention, by a vote of 64 to 38, adopted
a resolution to terminate the debate in Committee
of the Whole, on Thursday next, when the Com-
mittee willproceed to vote on the various proposi-
tions separately, giving a brief time for explana-
tions and amendments. It was also determined
that hereafter no member, in committee, shall
speak more than once on the same proposition.

Ex-Governor Wise offered a series of amend-
ments as a substitute to the majority report; re-
ferred and ordered to be printed. They were not
read, but itis believed that they embrace the propo-
sitions set forth in his minority report. Some
members entertain the opinion that the Convention
will adjourn in about two weeks. The agricultural
portion of the Convention are getting anxious to
return home.

The Convention then adjourned.

AVnshliigtoiiHems.

WASHINGTON, March 31.?A strong impression
prevails here that the Secretary of the Treasury
willnot accept the, bids for the proposed loan, un-
less within a small fraction of the fair market rate 3.

It is understood that the further consideration
of Diplomatic and Consular appointments is to be
deferred, to give time for the consideration of other
matters by the President.

It is said that no uneasinesses felt by the Confed-
erate States Commissioners, either in regard to the
evacuation of Fort Sumter or the reinforcement of
Fort Pickens, and that they are satisfied on both
points.

While there is a great rush for office in the In-
terior, as well as other Departments, it is a notice-
able fact that by the Ist of July, the force will be

reduced in the Pension and Census bureaus, to the
extent of eighty or one hundred clerks, as the
legal necessity for their further employment, will
cease to exist.

Removals and appointments of clerks, however,
in other branches of the public service, continue,
including four on Saturday, in the Adjutant-Gene-
ral's office.
The Disposition of the U, S. Troops from

Texas.
NEW VORK, March 30.?The steamer Daniel Web-

ster, which arrived below to-day from Texas, re-
ports landing at Fort Jefferson, Tortugas, compa-

nies L and M of the first artillery, and at Fort
Taylor, Key West, companies F and K of the same
regiment. The officers report that the Indians
were creating great havoc among the people of
Texas, killing some and running off their stock.?

Major Lilley has chastised some of the eavages.
Cortinas was understood to be waiting the de-

parture of tbe troops to recommence his operations
on a larger scale than beietofore.

Secession Spirit in Virginia.
NORFOLK, March 30.?A petition numerously

signed, instructing the delegates to the Convention
from this city to vote for immediate secession, is in
circulation.

A large and enthusiastic meeting was held at
Washington Point to-day, when a resolution in-
structing tbe delegates from Norfolk county in the

State Convention to vote for immediate secession
was adopted. The meeting also appointed dele-
gates to the Convention to be held on the 19th of

April in Suffolk, to nominate a secession candidate
for Congress should Virginia remain in the' Union.

Later from Texas.
GALVESTON, (via NEW ORLEANS,) March 29.?Tbe

State Convention have ratified the Constitution of

the Confederate States. There were only two dis-
senting votes. The Convention adjourned sine die
on the 25th, without referring the Constitution to
the people. Governor Houston's efforts at making
an opposition to secession have proven an entire

failure. All is quiet in the State.

Depreciation of Illinois Dank Notes
CHICAGO, March 30.?The banks here, on Wed-

nesday, will throw out the notes of thirty-two Illi-
nois banks. These banks have a circulation of
about $35,000,000, based upon Missouri, Tennessee
and Louisiana stocks, at the present market rate of
the -securities, the notes of these banks are worth

85©95 cts.on the dollar.

Transportation of Federal Troops from
Texas-

NEW ORLEANS, March 30. ?Tbe steamer Coatzal-
coalcos arrived ofl Matagorda Bay on the 25th to
take away the Federal troops. It is reliably
stated that the troops will be landed at New
York. A large number of troops were awaiting
transportation at Indianola. There were also sev-

eral companies from Han Antonia.

Marine Disasters.
BOSTON, March 30. ?Tbe British ship William

Hammond, from New Orleans for Cork, was aban-
doned at sea on the 16th instant. The crew has
arrived here in the Dutch brig Serene, from Rot-
terdam.

NORFOLK, March 30. ?The schooner Sarah Hib-
bard is ashore, eighty miles south of Cape Henry,
with a cargo of red cedar, which will probably be
saved. Assistance has gone to her.

Difficulty In the Chicago Post Office.
CHICAGO, March 30. ?Mr. Shallcross, Special

Agent of the Post Office Department, took charge
of the Chicago Post Office to-day, by order of the
President, for cause of alleged arrears and faulty
acconnts running through even a longer period
than the present quarter. The city is rife with
rumors in regard to the matter, and many of the
reports are, doubtless, highly exaggerated.

Shooting Affair at Richmond.
RICHMOND, March 31. ?A rencontre occurred yes-

terday between Messrs. Ballard, of the House of
Representative, and Hugh L. Gallagher tbe con-
tractor at the Rip Raps. A pistol was fired aod
the ball passed through tbe coat of Joseph Scgar,
a member of tbe Legislature. He escaped un-
harmed. To-day Mr. Gallagher accidentally shot
himself and is expected lo die.

Arrival of the Steamer Daniel Webster with
the United States Troops from Texas.

NEW YORK, March 30.? The steamer Daniel
Webster, from Texas, with the United States troops
from that State, bas been signalled below.

The Failures of the Week.
BOSTON, March 29.?The BostoD Commercial Bul-

letin reports eleven failures at New York, six at
Baltimore, seven at Boston, and twenty three in
other cities, during the past week.

Ship Mewi.
NORFOLK, March 30. ?The bark Reindeer, from

Callao, sailed from Hampton Roads to-day for New
\ork. The Norwegian bark Columbus from Ber-
muda, his arrived in the Roads in distress.

Conviction of Hernandez.
BOSTON, March 29. ?Joseph G. Hernandez, triedfor shooting Miss May, with intent to kill, was to-dayconvicted and sentenced to the State's prisonfor fire yeeri.

CITY INTELLIGENCE.
???

INTEMPERANCE, WRETCHEDNESS AND DEATH. Yes-
terday afternoon a most revolting and distressing
scene was presented at No. 2 Centre street. The

I house is occupied by two families. The first floor
' by one named Curran and the second by one named
| Campbell. About two o'clock in the afternoon

\ officer Darling was attracted to the bouse by cries
! of distress, and on entering found lying on a mat
jon the floor a dead man. Near the body were

j three women, one of whom was mourning and la
| menting the death cf the husband. Allthe women
| were more or less drunk. The wife stated that she

j had just discovered that her husband was dead, but
j could give no account of the manner or cause of
his death. The officer sent for Coroner Hall, who
came to the scene with his usual foreman, and soon

i summoned a juryof inquest. The only witnesses
; were those who were in the house, and several

i neighbors who were called in to testify as to the
manner of iife of the Curran family. Those in the
house were too drunk to testify intelligently, and
their evidence amounted to nothing, except to por-
tray a scene of the utmost dissipation. On the
Saturday night previous all the parties were on a
spree, which continued on Sunday morning.?
Curran was a noted drunkard, and a worth-
less indolent man. He had pawned most of
the articles of furniture for whiskey, and was fre-
quently known to steal the bread which his wife
procured for the sustenance of their children, and
trade it away for whiskey. On Saturday night he
was the drunkest of the whole party, and his first
demand yesterday morning was for whiskey, which
his wife gave him. He then laid down on the
wretched mat on the floor, from which he rose once
afterwards to demand whiskey, on getjjng which,
he again laid down inwretchedness ana filth, and
died. How long he was dead before the discovery
was made by his wife is not known, as she was un-
der the impression that he was asleep, and did not
go near him for several hours. The feeling exhib-
ited by the wife before the jury was that of surprise
more than sorrow and grief. Just before the la-
bors of the inquest closed, a policeman visited the
garret where he found a man lying in a drunken
sleep. He awoke him and requested that lie should
go down stairs, which the party refused to do, and
a struggle ensued between him and the policeman.
He was finally brought down, cursing and blas-
pheming, naked and filthy, when the coroner or-
dered him to be taken to the station-house. The
juryrendered a verdict of "death from intemper-
ance."

AID FOR THE POOR. ?Upon the assembling of the
members of the Corn and Flour Exchange, about
10 o'clock on Saturday morning, at the Exchange

Building, on South street, pursuant to previous an-
nouncement, John C. Brune, Esq., President of the
Association for the Improvement of the Condition
of the Poor, was introduced by Henry M.Warfield,
Esq., President of the Exchange, for the purpose of
making a personal appeal for aid for the great num-
ber of suffering poor in this city. Mr. Brune stated
the objects had in view by the Association of which
he bad the honor to be President, and which was
formed some years since, for the purpose of promo-
ting an improvement in the moral and pecuniary
condition of the poor. In the exercise of their re-
sponsible duties, he said they made no discrimina-
tion whatever on account of nationality, religion
or color; and to show that the operations of the As-
sociation were not sectarian, he read the following
statement:?From October, 1859, to October, 1860,
assistance was rendered to 3,158 families, em-
bracing 10,579 persons; of whom 1,380 were
industrious, worthy widows, supporting 2,534
children. Of these" 10,579 persons, ISO were Bap-
tists, 177 Lutherans, 124 Presbyterians, 385 Epis-
copalians, 1,348 Methodists, 2,680 Catholics, and
5,679 belonging to no church at all. He also
stated that the expenditures of the Association,
since the Ist of October, 1860, to the meeting in
February, 1861, amounted to $12,719.27, leaving in
the Treasury $3,535.62. The appropriations for
March amount to $3,600. The number of persons
relieved in January, 1860, was 7,978, while the
number relieved in January, 1861, was B,BB7?an
increase of 909; in February, 1860, the number was
8,222; in February, 1861, it was 10,568?an increase
of 2,346; the number in March, 1860, was 4,266,
while in 16 day 3 of March, 1861, the number is
5,000 ?showing an increase of 734 persons over the
entire corresponding month of 1860, or an increase
of over 55,000 (or the entire month. He made
other statements, the tendency of which was to
show the great amount of suffering among the
poor of the city, and concluded by earnestly pres-
sing the matter upon the attention of all present.
At the conclusion of the address, Mr. Warfield in-
vited the members to subscribe to the fund, and in
a short time, the sum of $450 was realized. The
attendance was not large, and it is expected that
the amount subscribed will be greatly increased

upon beiDg presented to all the members of the
Exchange, as they have heretofore, been distin-guished for their liberality upon such occasions.

BUILDING CRUSHED. On Saturday afternoon,
about 1 o'clock, the back building attached to the
dwelling occupied bv Mr. David Dickinson, No. 24
North street, was knocked down by a wall and a
large number of bricks, falling upon it. Messrs.Osbourn &Co., the contractors for the erection of
the new United States Court House, had men em-
ployed in tearing down the old parsonage, (which
adjoins the house of Mr. Dickinson,) and the old
bricks were piled against a brick wall which divides
Mr. Dickinson's property from that of the United
States. The pile had reached a heigbth of twenty
feet, when the brick division wall gave way, and
the whole mass fell against Mr. Dickinson's back
building,crushing it to the ground. Mrs. Dickin-
son and a servant woman had left the building but
a few moments before the accident occurred, and
were jiist in the act of returning to it, when the
brick pile 1011. Messrs. Osbourn & Co., set men at
work to remove the ruins, and the building will be
immediately re-built.

FALL OF A WALL.?Some excitement was created
in the vicinity of North and Fayette streets on
Saturday, caused by the falling of a pile of bricks
which bad been placed on the back part of the lot
in which the excavation for the foundation of the
new United States Court House are being made.
The pile of brick had been undermined in conse-
quence of which it tumbled over and falling against
the back Tbuilding of a house fronting on North st.,
occupied by Mr. Daniel Dickinson, completely de-
molished it, besides injuring some valuable furni-
ture. The family made a narrow escape, having
left the dining-room but a moment before the acci-
dent occurred. Mr. Dickinson's loss will probably
reach several hundred dollars. The workmen em-
ployed in making the excavation immediately set
to work to remove the rubbish and render every
assistance.

Aran, FOOL. ?Again we have the First of April,
or All Fool's Day, as it is called, and with its dawn
the imaginations of the mirth-lovingare set to work
to conjure up some "sell" for the unwary. No
doubt every conceivable means will to-day be re-
sorted to secure "the point." Though the readers
ofthe Exchange are not easily fooled, we venture to
remind even them that to-day is the first of April,
in order that they may be prepared to resist all at-
tempts on their intelligence or credulity. If they
should see a ten dollar bill stretched out before them
on the streets they had better not touch it. Ifthey
should see a neatly folded and attractive package
lying upon the pavement, they had better pass it
by; ifthey stoop to pick it up they willhear some
one whisper "AprilFool."

PARADE POSTPONED. ?A few days since the an-
nouncement wa3made that on to-morrow afternoon
the Maryland Guards, composing six companies
of the Fifty-third Regment of Infantry, would
make a full-dress parade for the purpose of drill,
but it appears that upon consultation the com-
missioned officers have decided to recall the or-
der, with the view of securing a bettter display
upon the occasion of the approaching first law pa-
rade, which will take place on the afternoon of the
first Monday in May.

THE "CONTINENTAL."?On Saturday night Col.
Ellinger, ot the "Continental," gave" a supper to
the reportorial profession of the city. It was
largely attended, and was a splendid entertainment.
The evening passed away in sentiment, speech,
flashes of wit, and good cheer, greatly enjoyed bv
the participants, The Opera House will be "opened
this evening with an excellent company, among
whom we notice the name of Miss H. O. Lalande,
one of the best ballad singers in the country. "Old
Joe" Parker will dispense humor.

VIOLENT ASSAULT.?On Saturday, Thos. Strugis
and Robt. Collins were arrested on the charge of
assaulting and beating in an outrageous manner a
man named James Murphy. The assault was of a
very violent character. Murphy was in bed in the
public house ot Peter Flavins on Frederick street,
near Pratt street, when the accused entered his
room and beat him terribly, without his being able
to resist them. They were both committed to jail
for Court.

INQUEST. ?On Friday evening Coroner Sparklin
held an inquest over a man named John Baugbman,
who died suddenly at the house of Mrs. Barbara
Harshett, No. 20 Eastern avenue, near President
street. It appears that the deceased had been iu
his usual health until a few hours previous to his
death, when he complained of being unwell, and
went to bed, where he died without any person
being aware of it.

APPOINTMENT OF A SPECIAL JUDGE. ?Upon the
application of the Clerk of the Circuit Court for
Harford county, Judge Krebs appointed Stevenson
Archer, Esq., of that county, Special Judge to try
the case of J. VV. Levering & Sonars. Isabel
Pritchard, owing to the existence of the contingen-
cies mentioned in the 22d section of the article of
the Revised Laws of the State of Maryland, which
disqualify Hun. John H. Price, Judge of the said
Court, from tryingthe case.

DIED OF HEU INJURIES. ?The woman, Bridget
Mulligan, who was shot on Friday by the acciden-
tal discharge of a gun in the hands'of Walter Wills,
a guard at the Penitenliary, died of her injuries
about four o'clock on Saturday afternoon. Cor-
oner Hall held an inquest over the body, and a ver-
dict was rendered exonerating Mr. Wills from any
intention or carelessness.

GAMBLING ON SUNDAY.?Yesterday J. Patterson
and Stephen Barnes were arrested on the charge of
gambling on the Sabbath. Justice Duncan im-
posed a tine of S2O and costs on Barnes and Sls
and costs on Patterson.

DIED FROM HER INJURIES. ?The young lady, Miss
Ruth A. Allen, who was so severely burned at the
residence of her brother-in-law, Thos. B. Davis, on
Holliday street, on the 7th iust., died of her injuries
on Saturday morning.

EASTER SUNDAY.? Yesterday was observed with
the usual services in the Episcopal and Catholic
churches of this city. In the latter the emblems
of mourning, which for two days previous bad
been observable, were supplanted by the evergreen.

DEPOSING THE GOVERNOR OF TEXAS.?It has al-
ready been stated that the Convention of Texas
had declared vacant the office of Governor, held by
Gen. Houston, and that of Secretary of State, held
by E. W. Cave, because those two officials declined
to take the oath uf office prescribed by the Conven-
tion after the adoption of the ordinance of seces-
sion. The following is the bill declaring the two
vacancies to exist:

SEC. 1. Be it ordained by the people of Texas in
Convention assembled, That the office of Governor
of the State of Texas, by reason of the refusal of
the late Governor, Sam tiouston, to take the offi-
cial oatb, is vacant, and that the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Edward Clark, is hereby required and au-
thorized to exercise the powers and authority ap-
pertaining to the office of Governor until another
be chosen at the periodical election and be duly
qualified.

SEC. 2. Be itfurther ordained, That the office of
Secretary ot State, by reason of the said E. W.
Cave having failed and refused to take the oath of
office at the time appointed, is hereby declared va-
cant, and that the said E. W. Cave be and he is
hereby required to turn over and deliver to his
successor iu office the great seal of the State, all
papers, archives, or other property belonging or
in anywise appertaining to the said Department of
State, upon demand made by said officer.

The Rev. Dr. Pyne, rector of St. John's (Episco-

Eeli Church, Washington city, bas given notice of
ii intended resignation of that charge.

BALTIMORE, MONDAY, APRIL I, 1861.
AFFAIRS IN CHARLESTON

CONVENTION POCKKDINGS.

The debate on the Montgomery Constitution, in

the South Carolina Convention, on Wednesday,
was animated and significant. Mr. Rhett moved
that the instrument should be discussed in secret
session, in compliance with a resolution of the Con-
gress of the Confederate States, which removed the

injunction of secrecy from their proceedings only
so far as to allow each member to communicate the
same, in writing, in secret session, to any State
Convention.

The motion was opposed by Mr. Adams, who con-

tended that in so grave a matter the people had a
right to know the considerations which affected
the action of their representatives; and by General
Maxcy Gregg, who was entirely opposed to secret

sessions. The latter also asserted that the first and
the greatest error which their ancestors committed
was in consenting to that compromise with the

Northern States by which two-fifths of the slaves

in the Southern States were excluded in the nu-
merical basis of representation. That, in his opin-

ion, has been the great source of all the mischief
that has taken place. Mr. Gregg was proceeding
to Btate fully his objections to the Constitution
when he was called to order, and a decision of the

Chair that his remarks were relevant to the pend-
ing qu stion was overruled.

Mr. McCrady stated that it was a very remarka-
ble fact that all Constitutions inAmerica had been
discussed in secret session. He contended that rea-
son established this as the best mode of legislating
on a subject of so much importance. Therefore, in
the formation of a Constitution they did not wish
for popular information. 'l'be people had done
their part in calling the Convention together, and
it was for the Convention to form the Govern-
ment.

The motion to consider the Constitution insecret

session was finally agreed to?yeas 130, nays 29.
Mr. Rhett offered the following ordinance, mov-

ing also that it be laid on the table and printed,
which was agreed to. Whether or not he should
call it up again would depend, he said, upon the
action of the Convention upon the new Constitu-
tion.
An Ordinance Ordering a Convention of the People of

the State of South Carolina in a Certain Contingency.
Whereas , Experience has proved that slaveholding and

non-slaveholding States cannot live in peace under the
same government?

We. the People of the State of South Carolina, in Con-
vention assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby
declared and ordained, That should any State hereafter
be admitted into the Confederacy of the Confederated
States of America, which, by its Constitution, does not

tolerate the institution of slavery within its limits,and
provide for its protection by suitable legislation, the
Governor of the State of South Carolina is hereby order-
ed forthwith to summon, by proclamation, the people of
the State of South Carolina to assemble in Convention,
and issue Writs of Election, and determine the time and
places of holding the same, and the time and place of
assembling said Convention, in conformity, as far as
practicable, to the provisions of the Act of the Legisla-
ture convening this Convention.

A committee was instructed to inquire and re-
port ifany alteration in the Constitution of the
State was necessary and proper.

On Friday a message was received from Gover-
nor Pickens, reviewing the progress of eventssince
the adjournment of the Convention, and also giv-

ing a statement of the finances of the State. On

this head he says:
It willbe seen by the report from the Treasury Depart

ment, that our expenditures have been $640,317 (six hun-
dred and forty thousand three hundred and seventeen dol-
lars); of this amount $195,500 was expended by the Ord-
nance Board. This includes what has been expended for
ordnance and munitions of all kinds. .As to all expenses
incurred since the 20th of December last, the day on
which South Carolina Beceded from the old Confederacy,
I take it for granted the Government of the Confederate
States willbecome responsible to us for the amount, as it

was incurred in defence ofa common cause, and particu-
larly as the Confederate Government expressly assumed
jurisdiction of all questions between us and any other
governments, relating to defences and military opera-
tions.

The message concludes as follows:
As far as the Executive is concerned, I always consid-

ered that the peculiar mission of this State was, by a firm
and temperate course, to lay the foundation ofa new Con-
federacy of States, homogeneous infeeling and in interest,
with such iustitutioDS and domestic civilization as would
unite them in one common destiny, witha government
devoted to their peace and safety, and withno interest
to produce the slightest aggression upon other people:
but deeply interested to develop those productions that
are so largly demanded in the peaceful pursuits of man
kind, and entering so largely into the comforts and pro
gressive civilization of the world.

When this State first withdrew from the Federal Union.
Ifelt that we bore, on one side, critical relations to the
Confederacy we had left, and also very delicate and pecu-
liar relations to those slave States who constituted the
border of the Southern States, and we had still higher
and more sacred duties and relations towards our sister
States of the South, who were expected nobly to some to
our side inthe formation of a new Confederacy.

-All these relations made our course quite complicated,
and full of deep obligations. In administering the duties
of the Executive office, I can truly say, that Inever, for
one moment, lost sight of the relations our State bore to
ail, and it has ever been ray endeavor, while sustaining
her separate rights and independence, never to do any-
thing that might show indifference to any of the great
complicated interests and relations with which she was
surrounded.

When your illustrious body adjourned, you saw the
State standing alone, surrounded with peril, and clouds
resting upon the future. Under the kind dispensations
ofa superintending Providence, I am now able to present
her to you under a brighter day, surrounded by sister
StatiS rich in their resources, with their brave and
patriotic sons standing as a guard in the portals ofa newTemple, reared by our common councils, and dedisated
to the separate sovereignly offree and independent States.

F. W. PICKENS.

After the message was read, the business being
the amendments to the Constitution, Mr. Mani-

gault desired to offer the following resolutions, as
covering his objections to the Constitution :

Resolved , That in the Constitution adopted by the Con-
gress ofthe Confederate States at Montgomery, many but
not all of the material defects of the Constitution of 1787,
pointed out by the experience of seventy years, have been
amended, but not removed.

Resolved, That before the Convention ratifies the Con-
stitution adopted at Montgomery, we feel bound to ex-
press our conviction that it is imperfect and objectionable
and ought to be amended in the following point 9: Ist.
In leaving open the door for the admission of the non-
slaveholding Stales into this Confederacy. 2d. In adopt-
ing the basis ofonly three fifths of the slaves entitled to
federal representation. 3d. In granting to the Govern-
ment of the Confederacy an unlimited power of indirect
taxation. 4lli. In making the prohibition to import Af-
ricans a constitutional prohibition and not simply giving
to the Federal Government the power to prohibit it as a
matter of expediency, and in not putting the Coolie trade
on the same footing. 6th. In putting the postoffice mo-
nopoly in the hands of the Confederate Government.

The President having commenced the reading of
the resolution, was interrupted by?

Mr. D. L. Wardlaw, who remarked thattheCon-
vention had determined to consider the Constitu-
tion in secret session?as this related to the Consti-
tution, he would move that the Convention proceed
to sit with closed doors, when the resolution could
be considered.

Pending the question on the motion, a discussion
ensued between Messrs. Jliddleton, D. L. Wardlaw,
Manigault, Inglis and Furman, when, finally, the
motion was withdrawn; and, on motion of Mr.
lthett, the resolutions were read and placed on the
calendar of the secret session.

OTHER AMENDMENTSTO THE CONSTITUTION.
Mr. Hutson asked leave to offer the following

resolution :

Resolved, That the Permanent Constitution for the Con-
federate States of America, ifit be ratified, be accompa-
nied with the earnest request that it be modified in the
fol lowing particulars, which we deem to be fundamental:

In Act 1, section I, clause I?lnstead of the electors be-
ing citizens of the Confederate States, the clause should

read "shall be citizens of the Confederate Slate fromwhich they are elected." So, also, no person shall be an
elector unless he is a citizen of the Confederate State
whose vote he casts.

Clause 2?Representatives should be citizens of the
Confederate State they represent.

Clause 3?The whole number ofslaves should enter into
the basis ofrepresentation.

Section 4, clause I?Congress ought not to control the
time, place and manner ofelecting representatives

Section 8, clause I?Dnties on imports should be uni-
form on all goods, and there should be no free list, so that
though protection may be the accident and commerce the
incident of a tariff.

Clause 4?This clause should bo restricted thus: "Pro-
vided that every foreigner naturalized shall, by such
laws, be required to swear allegiance to the Confederate
State in which he is naturalized, and obedience to the
Constitution of that State and of the Confederate States."

Clause 17?Exclusive jurisdiction is not necessary for
the purpose for which Congress will need these sites; and
if so, the people, and not their Legislatures, possess and
can part with the eminent domain.

To the 18th clause should be added: "But each State
shall be the judge of the constitutionality of such laws.

Section 9, clause I. should be wholly stricken out.
Section 10, clause 3?The States should not be forbid-

den to keep troops.
Article 2, section 1, clause 2, should read: "In such

manner as the people thereof may direct," instead of
"Legislature "

.Clause 6?The people of the States, and not Congress,
the mode, manner and time of voting for President and
Vice-President.

Section 2, clause 2?The President should have the
power to appoint his cabinet, foreign Ambassadors, con-
suls and agents; and the officers of the army and navy,
and ail clerks inthe several departments; but all officers
whose functions are exercised in particular States should
be appointed by the Governors thereof, with the advice of
State Senates.

Article 3?The necessity of any Confederate Judiciary
is doubtful; but ifone is created, itshould consist of two
Judges, appointed in each State by the Governor, or elect-
ed by its Legislature, and they together should consti-
tute the Appeal Court.

Article 4, section 2, clause I?"Except the right to vote,
which shall be subject to the exclusive coutrol of each
State."

Section 3, clause I?Add: "Provided such State shall,
by law, sanction negro slavery."

Clause 4?After government add: "And the security of
the institution of negro slavery."

Article s?Add: "Nor shall any State be hindered in
peaceably seceding from this Confederacy."

Article 6, clause 6?Especially the right to judge of any
infraction of this Constitution by any department of the
Confederate Government, and of the mode and measures
of redress.

Mr. D. L. Wardlaw raised the point of order,
that the resolutions were not in order except in
secret session; upon which considerable discussion
ensued between Messrs. Pope, Rhett, Hutson,
Chestnut, Middleton, Simmons, Read, Mazyck,
Quattlebaum, Spratt and Richardson. Finally, on
motion of Mr. Dunkin, the question was put:?
"Will the Convention receive the resolution?"
and it was decided in the negative?yeas 60,
nays 94.

Sir. Pope then asked leave to introduce the fol-
lowing resolution:

Resolved, That all amendments in the shape of resolu-
tions and ordinances, proposed to the Constitution sub-
mitted to this Convention by the Congress of the Confed-
erate States of America, shall be offered in secret session
only.

Mr. Maxcy Gregg?l object to tbe immediate
consideration of that resolution.

Ten members objecting, the resolution was or-
dered for consideration to-morrow.

READT.

The Mercury says the last of the batteries erected
for the defence of the harbor was completed Wed-
nesday, aud that Carolina is now well prepared for
any foe.

We learn from the most reliable authority that
agents, representing several verv extensive manu-
facturing establishments in Sheffield and Birming-
ham, England, are expected to arrive here in a few
days from New York, for the purpose of making
temporary arrangements preparatory to the estab-
lishment of permanent agencies for tbe receipt
direct and sale of their wares.? Courier,

FORT PICKENS.? The Washington correspondent
of the New York Tribune still insists that Fort
Pickens has been reinforced. The despatch which

appeared in that paper on Saturday, says:
Notwithstanding the unauthorized contradiction

in regard to the landing of the 400 soldiers on
board the Brooklyn at Fort Pickens, tbe fact is

nevertheless true, and the order left here by a mes-
senger two weeks ago. He is daily expected back,
and it is quite probable the public may learn at anv
hour of the result of bis presence there. Itdepends
entirely upon the character of the secret orders
which Jefferson Davis recently sent to General
Bragg, whether these troops are landed peaceably
or not. The Government has done nothing to pro-
voke a collision, and if it should unfortunately oc-
cur, tbe Southern Confederacy will be alone re
sponsible for tbe consequences that mar ensue.

THE SLAVERY QUESTION IN THE METHO-
DIST CHURCH.

ACTION OF THE PHILADELPHIACONFERENCE.
In the Philadelphia Annual Conference of the M.

E. Church, in session at Philadelphiß, on Friday,
the following proceedings took place:

Rev. T. J. Thompson, from the Committee on the
State of the Church, then arose and said: The
Committee appointed by the Conference on the
State of the Church, to review the memorial and
resolutions which have been sent them by the
General Conference, have carefully and prayerfully
considered the subject submitted to them. Whilethere has not been in every point entire agreement
on the questions considered, each has felt the im-
portance of coming to the right conclusion upon
the whole, and each has felt a disposition to con-
cede some little point, on which they might differ,
for the purpose of reaching an unanimous conclu-
sion. They have felt the importance of the ques-
tions committed to them, and have agreed upon a
report, which they have all signed, without a sin-
gle exception. The Committee would most ear-
nestly hope that the conclusion they have reached
may meet the approval of their brethren of the
Conference; and if their concurrence in it may be
taken without any extended or excited debate," the
Committee would feel themselves much gratified.
That, of course, we leave to the Conference.

The following report was then read.
Your Committee appointed to consider the state of the

Church withinour bounds, having examined the papers
referred to them, and availed themselves of all other
means of information within their reach, concluded to
present the result of their deliberations as follows :

I. On the subject of the New Chapter of Slavery.
Whereas , It is indispensably necessary, for allaying

the excitement and restoring peace and harmony in the
Southern borders of our Conference, that the new Chap-
ter on Slavery inserted in our Discipline by the last Gen-
eral Conference, be repealed, and that the Annual Confer-
ences be left to make their own regulations on this sub-
ject; therefore,

Resolved , That we concur in the resolutions of the
East Baltimore Conference, requesting the General Con-
ference, at its next session, to repeal the Chapter on
Slavery; and instead thereof, empower each Annual
Conference, within whose bounds the institution exists, j
to make such regulations upon this subject as in their I
judgment may best subserve the interests of the Re-
deemer's Kingdom among them.

11. In the judgment of this body concerning tli-.
New Chapter. Ihis they would embody in the fol
lowing

ADDRESS.
To the Members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the

State of Delaware, and on the Eastern Shore of Mary-
land and Virginia.
Dearly Beloved Brethren: ?The memorials, petitions

and communications laid before this body have not only
disclosed the dissatisfaction, agitation and embarrass-
ment so fatal to the interests of religion among you,
which have grown out of the action of the late General
Conference on the subject of slavery, but also called
for an expression of our opinion on the nature of that

action, with which call we deem it but just and right to

com pi}'.
We assure you that you have our profoundest sympa-

thies in your present disquietude and agitated condition;
and having the fullest confidence in your fidelity and
loyalty to the interests of Methodism, no exertions shall
be wanting on our part to secure redress for your griev
ances, and to maintain all your ecclesiastical rights, in
and under the Constitution of the Church.

Though it is our deliberate judgment?a judgment
which must control all our actions on this subject, that
the new chapter does not embody in any form a new con-
dition of membership; though it is our conviction that it
possesses in no degree the character of legislation or law;
affords no basis whatever for administrative or disciplina-
ry enaction on the subject of slavery. And. therefore,
there can be no such action under it. Nevertheless, this
change in the discipline was entirely uncalled for;is high-
lyoffensive to our brethren on the border, and lamenta
b.'e injurious to the welfare of the church, among them;
and therefore, in justice to those who suffer so much
from its effects, it ought to be repealed. To this end we
have concurred with the resolution of the East Baltimore
Conference,requesting the General Conference, at its next

session, to repeal the chapter on slavery, and instead
thereof empower each Annual Conference, within whose

bounds the institution exists, to make such regulation
upon the subject as may best subserve the interests of
the Redeemer's Kingdom among them.

In the meantime, dear brethren, let us possess our souls
in patience, and carry our grievances to the throne of
heavenly grace, confidently relying on Him who is able to

deliver us out of all our troubles; who promises to work
all things together for the good of those who love Him;
and who willnot suffer us to be wounded in the house of
our friends, nor to be scattered by our enemies.

THE DIVISIONOF THE CONFERENCE.
On this subject there were before your Committee from

the various charges on Peninsula, memorials, petitions
and resolutions from some Quarterly Conferences and
Church meetings, asking for the formation of a Peninsula
Conference, by dividing the Philadelphia Conference by
the State line between Pennsylvania, Delaware and Ma-
ryland, while other charges and church meetings declared
against such a division at the present time as inexpedient.
Afterdue deliberation your Committee agree on the fol-
lowing resolution;

Resolved, In view of our present national difficulties
and embarrassments, and the consequent disturbed con
dition of the public mind on the one hand, and the con
fiicting opinion of our churches in Delaware and Mary-
land on this subject, we deem it inexpedient t > divide
the Philadelphia Conference by State lines at this time.
But we recommend all the Quarterly Conferences of the
Peninsula, during the coming year, to consider this mat
ter, and give such expression of their working as may
aid in determining the action of this body at its next an
nual session.

(Signed) J. J. THOMPSON,
JAMES A. MASSET,
J. J. QUIGLEY,
JOHN RUTII,
S. MASON,
WILLIAM COOPER,
WM. H. BRISBANE,
WM. M. COOMBS,
WM. E. ENGLAND,
W. MILBY,

R. TODD,
J. THOMPSON,
F. PRICE.

Rev. Wm. Cooper was the firstone heard to speak
in the excitement of the moment. He said that
there was nothing new in the report that every
member of the Conference was not acquainted with,
Vcd therefore to save time, he would move that the
question on tbe adoption of the whole report be ta-
ken without debate.

Rev. Mr. Colclazer asked whether the previous
question was moved on the whole report, or on a
specific question?

The Bishop replied tbathe understood that when
the question upon the whole report was called, tbe
Chair called for the reading of the first resolution,
that then a motion was made to adopt the first res-
olution, which was then seconded; then the previ-
ous question was moved. I doubt whether the pre-
vious question moved on a question to adopt?-
whether the previous question does not preclude
the adoption of the resolution.

Iter. Mr. Cooper said that there was no motion
made until he made one.

Rev. Mr. Ayres said that he was about to make a
motion, but gave way to Mr. Cooper.

Dr. Durbin said that the report was presented in
three parts, and therefore it was impracticable to
vote upon it as a whole.

Rev. Mr. Cooper then said, that out of honor to
Dr. Durbin? ?

Dr. Durbin ?Out of a sense of right, Brother
Cooper.

Rev. Mr. Cooper?No, I prefer to put it on the
other ground. I move to take the vote upon the
first part of the report without debate.

Bishop?Brother Cooper moves, and Brother
Ayres and others second the motion, to adopt the
first part of the report, and that without debate.
[This refers to the article on slavery.]

The vote resulted as follows: Yeas 99, nays 72.
Rev. Mr. Flannery then called for a division of

the first resolution, which was agreed to.
The vote was then taken on the resolution, which

relates to the action of the East Baltimore Con-
ference on the subject of slavery, and resulted as
follows: Yeas 174; nays 135.

The vote on the second part of the resolution re-
sulted, yeas 153, nays 43. Mr. Colclazer calling
for the names, which was not agreed to.

The vote on the preamble was adopted by a vote
of yeas 151, cays 32.

Rev. Mr. Cooper then moved the vote on tbe
second item of the report, and that tbe same be
taken without debate. Agreed to, yeas 134, nays 54.

Rev. J. M. McCarter called for the yea 3 and
nays, seconded by Rev. Mr. Colclazer. The vote
being taken on tbis motion, resulted, yeas 28,
nays 138.

Tbis portion of the report being read by the Se-
cretary, Dr. Hodgson Baid that he should like to
have it so divided as to leave for a separnto vote
that portion which affirms that the new chapter is
not according to law.

The Bishop, after deliberation, said that tho item
could not be divided without destroying the sense.
Therefore he would be obliged to ask them to adopt
it as a whole.

On motion the time was extended.
The vote was then taken and resulted ?yeas 148,

nays 29.
Rev. Wm. Cooper then moved that tbe vote on

tbe third part be taken without debate. The por-
tion relative to the division of the Conference was
then read by the Secretary. The vote was then
taken on motion of Mr. Cooper, resulting?yeas
143, nays 31.

The vote was then taken on the previous ques-
tion, with the following result?yeas 181, nays 5.

The result of this vote produced great laughter.
Rev. Wm. Cooper then said?l move that we

adopt the report as a whole without debate.?
[Laughter.] Agreed to.

Rev. James Neill?l move that a vote of thanks
be tendered to Brother Cooper for hisperseverance.
[Laughter.]

Aresolution tendering the sympathy and condo-
lence of the Conference to the family of Rev. 15.
Waugh, deceased, was adopted.

The Bishop then said that he would make the
statement to the Conference and others, that tbey
would bo unable to announce the appointments un-
til to-morrow. If the Conference would call an
evening session, he then might be able to inform
them at what time to-morrow morning they would
be prepared to read them.

On motion, an evening session was called for
half-past seven o'clock.

Adjourned with the benediction by Bishop Scot'.
During the discussion of the report of the Com-

mittee on the State of the Church, the scene was
a most exciting one. The floor of the house and
the galleries were crowded to their utmost limits,
while around the Bar of the Conference and in the
aisles appropriated to them knots of members were
gathered here and there, earnestly arguing upon
the different items of the report. Notwithstanding
the exciting character of the debate, the members
exhibited the greatest coolness and self-possession,
so that no actual contact took place between any
of the opposing factions of which the Conference
is composed.

CHINA.?Late advices from China intimate that,
as the Taeping or rebel forces in China are now, in
all probability, the dominant power in the Empire
?since the defeat of the Imperialists at Fekin?-
policy might dictate a recognition by foreign pow-
ers of a new dynasty. What view England might
take of this proposition, became, therefore, a sub-
ject of some interest. An opportunity occurred in
the British Parliament, a few days ago, lor an ex-
pression of views, when one of the members said
England could not afford to engage in a war with a
party that held six of the finest provinces in China,
and had three armies of 100,000 men each. Lord
John Russell said, in reply: "With regard to our
policy, the only course we can take is that of per-
fect neutrality, at the same time not allowing the
towns where our merchants are congregated to be
destroyed, simply because some persons in this
country have a false Dotion that tbey are a national
party and that we ought to support Ihem." He
pronounced the "Taeping parly no better than
idolators; their doctrine was really a blasphemous
parody on Christianity." The language is explicit
enough to settle the question for the present.

EX-PRESIDENT MIKAMON is now in New Yorkcity,
on his way to Europe, and is staying at the Metro-
politan Hotel. The history of General MiramoD,
like that of all who have been prominent in Mexi-
can politics, is one of striking vicissitudes. He
was born in the City of Mexico, and at an early
age entered military life. He served under Alva-
rez, was made a prisoner by Comonfort, but es-
caped. Though but young, he was courageous

and daring; and while still a young man?he is
now but thirty-one years old?became the nominal
leader of the anti-liberal and clerical party, and
during the late civil wars, rose to the supreme com-
mand of the forces of that party. He was defeated
by the liberals in August last, and on the accession
of the Juarez faction, left Mexico. He expects to
\u25bcisit Spain.

IFrom the yew Orleans Picayune, March 26 j
REIGN OF ANARCHY IN MEXICO-CAFTAIN

ALDHAM, OF 11. B. M.'S SHIP VALOROUS,
ATTACKED BY ROBBERS.
VERA CRUZ, March 29. ?Absence on business and

a stay of a week at Minatitlan has deprived me of
the pleasure of communicating with you.

The state of affairs in this country is deplorable.
Civil war has demoralized this people to such an
extent that it willtake a century before the coun
try recovers again.

The Liberal Government means well, but is pow-
erless to check all the evils the country is suffering
from.

The principal road to the city of Mexico swarms
with bands of robbers, and the coach hardly* ever
arrives without having been attacked half a dozen
times.

Poor Mr. Yorke, indefending himself, and killing
one or two out of the seven who attacked the
coach, fell a victimin the neighborhood of Perote.

Captain Aldham, of 11. B. M's ship Valorous,
who was on his return from a visit to the city of
Mexico, was attacked in the neighborhood of Ori-
zaba, and received two severe wounds. He is now
lying in a critical condition at Cordova, the physi-
cians despairing cf bis life. At all events, amputa-
tion of one of his legs is unavoidable.

A lady inthe same coach with Captain Aldham,was also severely wounded by a pistol ball through
her shoulder.

The surgeons of the British fleet at Sacrifices,
have left for Cordova to attend Captain Aldham.

It is said that some of the former reactionary
forces now hovering about the neighborhood of ]
Cordova made the attack on Capt. Aldham by or- j
der from high quarters of the Church or Reaction <
party to avenge the stand taken during the siege
of Vera Cruz in March iast, in which Capt. Aldham
had shown himself against Miramon and in faver
of the Liberal party.

The government of the city of Mexico is issuing j
one decree after another, and all to no purpose,
and the Cabinet, consisting of poets and ignorant
men, wants the nerve to apply the proper remedy.

Mr. Lerdo de 'i'ejada is down with the typhus
fever, and bis physicians pronounce him in great
danger.

Our excellent Governor, Zamora, will probably
not live till to morrow?an attack of dysentery
being the cause of his sudden decease.

Ithas not been ascertained, as yet, whether the
last election re-elected him again, or whether Mr. '
Mata will be our next Governor. At all events j
troubles are apprehended should Mr. Zamora leave
a vacancy. According to the Constitution, the IJudge of the Supreme Court, elected bv the people,
has to fill the vacancy. The present Judge, how-
ever, has not been elected by the people, but is
named to occupy the bench by the Government:
the people will not allow him to take the reins of <
the government of the State.

Meetings are held daily to discuss the point.
The United States ship Macedonian is still at '

Sacrifieics. Officers and crew all well.
March 21.?Mr. Manuel G. Zamora, Constitu-

tional Governor of this State, died last night, and
with him one of the tiret pillars to uphold consti- j
tutional right has fallen.

The express train from Mexico brings no news. I
A conducts left Mexico with $2,700,000 for this city
on the 14th inst.

Zuloaga has begged the Government to give him
passports to leave the country, having got tired of
hunt ng up Indians to light for him.

Our files, indeed, aro filled with accounts of sim- :
ilar attacks upon travellers in all parts of the coun- j
try. Some charge them upon the reactionary
party alone, but others, with more justice, proba-
bly, find sufficient cause for tbem in the distracted |
state of the country and utter demoralization of the j
people.

INVASION AND SEPARATION.

In the meantime rumors had reached the capitol i
lhat a party of fillibusters had invaded Lower Cal- I
ifornia, while from the north it was reported that
a movement was in progress for the separation of 1
a number of the border States and their erection Jinto a "Sierra Madre Republic." No particulars, j
however, appear to have come to hand, and it is ;
probable that in the latter case the movement was ;
simply one of rebellion against the Central Govern- ]
ment.

RECEPTION OF THE FRENCH MINISTER.
On the 16th, Mr. Saligny, the French Minister, i

presented his credentials and was formally received I
in his official capacity by the Constitutional Gov
eminent.

~[From the y. V. World''
EASTER.

The genial, hearty joy which at Christmas liuie
lightens the eye and makes mellow the voice, I
has a quality quite different from the exuita- j
tion which marks the period ofEaster. In the one
case there is hope; for a Child is born, and by Ilim j
man shall be saved. Before Him lies a life among
whose probable events reproach, privation, disas- j
ter, shameful death do not in anticipation intrude; j
'the bright possibilities of the future are certainties j
to the sanguine world; therefore tbis Birth, with j
its accompaniment of celestial midnight song, calls |
forth a satisfaction, tranquil, deep, without alloy, j
In the other case a sad life has ended in a painful Ideath, inagony of mind, in the darkness of despair;
the Saviour of the world has given np his breath; I
the ransom has been stolen by the great destrover,
and the hopes of all who looked to Him for their
help are exchanged for a dreary, wretched grief.
Then, in the midst of this universal sorrow, tho
grave gives up its dead,and again the Lord appears
triumphant, having conquered the enemy, and man-
kind bursts forth into the jubilant shout, Where is
tby sting, O Death, and where, O Grave, thy vic-
tory! Man, convalescent from a heavy illness, or
escaping an appaling danger, or receiving good tid-
ings of unexpected fortune, naturally and involun-
tarily bounds with an exuberant joy." And tbis ex-
pression is the characteristic of tho season we ealt
Easter.

There being among us but a limited observance
of this great feast of the church, it passes almost
unnoticed by the multitude. But iu cnuntri* s
where the Roman Catholic religion maintains its
supremacy, the case is widely different. We are
in Catania, the beautiful Sicilian city at the foot
of Etna, whose lava has once and again overrun
it, destroying the old and laying a firm foundation

for the new. It is Passion Week. The unusualquiet of tbe streets broken by no sound of car-
riages, only disturbed by the footfall of the people,
attracts our attention, and we ask the reason of the
stillness. Don Placido, the waiter at the Corona
Inn, says with solemnity?the good Lord is dead !
and crosses himself as he speaks. Stepping upon
the balcony, we look down into the street; it is
nearly filled with ladies and peasant women, the
former wrapped in the long black silk mantle which
forms'their picturesque out door attire. Whither
are they going ? Don Placido says they they are
visiting the churches. We accordingly join the
throng, and soon enter a church.

Here, in front of the altar, surrounded by count-
less tapers, lies an effigy of the Saviour, yet
unburied; about the railing stand the visitors,
silently gazing; scattered over the stone floor,
others kneel at their devotions; looking behind
us, we see that Don Placido, also, seizing a moment
when his services as guide are not required, inclines
himself and repeats a prayer. The crowd, per-
petually changing, moves oh to another church,
there to see and do the same. The only variety
throughout the city is in the costliness of the etligy
and its surroundings. In some churches there is
added a waxen figure of the Virgin, bending in
sorrow over her dead Son; in those attached to the
Benedictine monasteries and convents, the display
is magnificent and costly; in those of the mendi-
cant orders it is poor and tawdry, but yet showing
an effort to fitlyhonor the occasion which has in it
much of the pathetic. For hours the people throng
these churches, the numbers increasing as the twi
light deepens into night, and upon all a sadness
unfeigned presses heavily.

Another day comes. In the splendid church of
the Benedictine Convent a full service is held, with
all the imposing ceremonies of the system, and the
rich paraphernalia of this wealthy brotherhood. The
same service, less brilliant, is going on throughout
the city. The tone of sadness before noticed has
increased; the wonderfully transparent atmosphere,
the glittering sunshine, old Etna, smoking among
its vineyards and olives, the sea in the distance, so
tranquilly slumbering, all wear by association a
brooding melancholy. Atevening, from the chief
cathedral, the "Duorao," a long and splendid pro-
cession goes out, with lighted tapers and mournful
music, winding through the lava-paved streets. In
the church of a F'ranciscan Convent, the nuns, con-
cealed from the eyes of the world they have re-
nounced, chant the Miserere, and the impressible
listeners break forth in sobs as the indescribable
wail of tbe music utters its monotone of sorrow.
Still another day, dazzling, but mournful, is here.
The stillness now is most oppressive. No bells
sound, no music is heard. The crucifixes are
shrouded in black. Tbe altars are dark and veiled.
Mental gloom covers, as with a pall, the city. And
60 the time passes somberly.

On the next morniDg the churches are early filled
with an expectant and eager crowd, though hushed
and reverent. At a moment when the repressed
excitement seems almost too strong for restraint,
the vail falls, the altar, again lighted, shines re-
splendent with its gold and gems, the bells from
every tower ring mad peals, the people burst forth
into'murmurs, ejaculations, shouts of joyful con-
gratulation?the Lord is risen! As if by magic,
the streets, a minute ago so deserted, are filled with
rushing throngs; where the carriages come from
so suddenly DO one can tell; but they go tearing up
and down with the recklessness peculiar to the
country, each driver trusting to his power ofiungs
to keep the way open. Bands of music, playing
inspiriting quick-marches, go rapidly hither and
thither across the squares, and the iaughing, ex-
ulting people follow, as happy as if they had es-
caped themselves from the pressure of a personal
grief. And thus the feast of Easter begins.

Tbe ceremonies and the services appropriate to
the season are, with us, confined to a few churches;
the peculiar and superstitious observances which
prevail in the Old World are almost unknown; col-
ored eggs, strange games and sports, the eingular
custom which allowed to men the privilege of rais-
ing every woman in the streets three times from tbe
ground, the bitter herbs mingled in the anti-Jew-
ish feast of pork, the greetings to each other as on
thedayof tbe New Year?all are only traditions
here. Nevertheless, the recurring festival makes
its influence felt in the social life of the metropolis;
with freshened appetite "society" again receives
the world to its drav.'ing-room; the opera seizes upon
the occasion to reopen its doors; the busy hands of
the milliner fly more swiftly than ever over the
light fabric which blossoms into fashions of the
Spring; and, in fine, the bands of Winter and the
bonds of suffering are loosened, while joy comes
with the returning birds.

HORRIBLE MURDER. ?Dr. Williamson, a very
wealthy planter of Assumtion, La., was murdered
on the 16th inst., by Henry and Frank, two broth-
ers of his wife whom he had adopted, having no
children of his own. They had quarrelled with him
in tbe morniDg. Tbe New Orleans Bee says:

In the evening, Dr. W. went out to visit a pa-
tient, taking with him his little negro boy. On
returning, just as the boy was raising the bar to
let the carriage in, two men rushed forward. ?

While one seized the bridle of the horse, tbe other
asked ifit was Dr. Williamson who was in the car-
riage. On receiving a reply in the affirmative be
discharged six barrels of a revolver at the Doctor,
who fell bathed in blood. The little negro fled,
and when tbe noise of the firing attracted the at-
tention of the household, Dr. Williamson was found
stretched on the earth in the agonies of death, hav-
ingreceived four balls in different parts of his body.
Suspicion falls on the brothers Henry and Frank,
especially as the former, when accused of the deed,
replied in his confusion: "It was not 1 that fired at
him; it was my brother." Both have been arrest-
ed. Public excitement is at the highest pitch, and
special constables have been appointed to guard the
prison and prevent the accused from suffering the
rude and summary justice of Judge Lynch.

A RAILROAD CONDUCTOR ACQUITTED.? We have al-
ready stated the fact that S. B. Jones, a conductor
upon the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, was undergo-
ing a trial for murder, at Memphis, for causing
tbe death of a lad who was run over by his train.
The jury remained in consultation some three days,
but finallyreturned a verdict of not guilty. The
length of time thev were out shows that therewere
grate doubts in regard to tbe rerdtct.

PRICE TWO CENTS.
FOREIGN' GOSSIP.

"Tacitus and His Age" is the title of a new work
by Guchan, in which the character of Nero i3
smoothed over in a novel manner, so much so as to
excite the French critics considerably. Thus the
early part of his reign is said to have been,
though popular, much affected by "family diffi-
culties." The critics say this moderate view re-
minds them of the Americans, who, when they
knock out a man's brains, allude to the circum-
stance by saying "tbey have had a difficulty with
him."

The Saturday dleview says that North American
affairs are rather a trial to English journalists. Ho
they are to ours. The same journal, in an article
on the Yelverton case, says "there is a great dealof impropriety in every society, and in English so-
ciety as well as every other. Hundreds of girls
have done queer things in their time. Fast girls
are a nuisance in many ways."

Paris ha 3 its fools as well as New York. We no-
tice a recent advertisement in one of its leading
journals, which reads thus: "Key to fortune, or
three sure methods of gaining a revenue of 5,0001.
with very little money. A volume will be senttree by post to any one lorwarding three francs to
the Director of the Industrial Francais, Lyons."

Thackeray has become rich, keeps his carriage
and gives large entertainments. Oliphant is Con-
sul-General in Japan, Crowe is inthe same capacitv
at Leipsic, and Tom Taylor has a fat secretaryship
at home. Literature is getting to be a ladder of
some height.

Auguste Callet has published a work on the ex-
istence of "hell and eternal punishment. His prin-
cipal point is, that the idea not only involves an
eternity of suffering, but an eternity of depravity
in the sufferer, which last condition implies its tol-
eration and consent 1

Home, the venerable author of that admirable
book, "The Introduction to the Study of the Scrip
tures," not to have read which would be a fault in
any theologian, has retired from his post of librari-
an to the British Museum, with a we'll deserved re-
tiring pension.

In a review of Oliphant's China and Japan, the
Journal des Debate says of the Americans there,
that, they make themselves untiers-parte, who break
with no one, but in any crisis readily sell their ser-
vices to any one. It does not speak more flatter-
inglyof the American missionaries.

During the last few days of the siege of Gaeta,
the King and Queen had only the same food as the
soldiers themselves?poor beef, potatoes with oii
seasoned with onions; the last because tbey arc sup-
posed to indicate the presence of poison.

A new mineral lias appeared in England, called
the Torbanehik coal, which is not coal, but bitu-
minous schist, which gives seventy-five per cent,
of tar oil, and is expected to come into general
use.

It is proposed that the I'ope shall remove to the
Castle Gondolfo, and that Italy, France, Belgium,
Spain, I'ortugal, Germany and the Brazils shall
each contribute fifty thousand crowns annually for
his support.

Chemists determine the hardness of water by
soap tests (soap dissolved in alcohol), showing
how many measures of this fluid are necessary to
produce a lather.

Lady Utway was recently robbed of £1,700 worth
of jewelry while she was asleep in bed. The thief,
or thieves, even took a ring from her finger. Great
sleeping, that 1

The Empress of Franco has inaugurated a new
kind ol white artificial roses made from the bam-
boo.

The usual test of ozone in the air is said to be
quite valueless. Itgives, or ought to give, a blue
tinge to paper coated with iodine and starch.

The Constitutionnel and /\f ijs, Paris news-
papers, are both owned by Mires, the great de-
faulter.

M. Bomruart is dead. He wa3 an eminent French
engineer, and had charge of the construction of
many important railways in France and Spain.

Among the editors of the French National Review
are La Boulaye, Lanfrey, Legouve, Fouche, De
Lond, Gautier, Levasseur, Verron and Brenier.

The British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Com-
pany has received the last twelve months a gross
revenue of §IOO,OOO.

Besides a time ball, Liverpool has a public clock
which is regulated from the Observatory (whence
the ball is dropped) by electricity.

Avissean, a celebrated French potter, is dead.?
He was an artist in clay, rivallingDe Palissy him-
self.

Six different funeral orations were delivered over
the body of Scribe at its interment.

"Winter Nights," a posthumous work of Murger,
the Bohemian, is announced.

There are three hundred and forty-one dentists,
in London.

The velocity of the electric current is estimated
by Whealstonc to be 288,000 miles per second.

Mr. William Kidd is giving lectures in London
for the benefit of "homeless and starving dogs."

ASSASSINATION OF A CITIZEN OK CINCINNATI IN
BED? Heroic Conduct ofhis Wife. ?It has seldom
been our province, says the Cincinnati Enquirer of
Friday, to record a more desperate and wanton
deed than one which took place in this city yester
day morning, and which willmost probably result
in the death of our well-known fellow-townsman,
Perry J. Moore, Esq., who was deliberately shot
by a burglar, at his residence, No. 333 Langworth
street, west of Park. The particulars of this san-
guinary act, as wo have been enabled to glean them
from a contrariety of statements, are a3 follows:
Yesterday morning, between twelve and one
o'clock, the residence of Mr. Moore was forcibly en-
tered; the thieves, three in number, effecting an
admission to the premises by hoisting one ot the
lower front windows. From the first story, the
thieves proceeded to the second story, and broke
into a cupboard, in which was deposited sundry
articles used by Mr. Moore ingunning and fishing.
Besides these there were also two pistols. One of
the thieves seized a pistol, and next started to the
chamber of Mr. Moore, in which was sleeping Mr.
M. and his lady. The noise made by the thieves
partially awakened Mr. Moore, and he involunta-
rily turned over in bed, when the thief, who was
standing by the bedside, evidently anticipating
that Mr. M. might be roused, with fiend-like deter-
mination cooly placed the pistol just below theright temple of the unconscious sleeper, and pull-
ed the trigger, the ball passing partially through
the head, in a direct line from right to left.

The rtp'ort of the pistol awakened Mrs. Moore,
who jumped out of bed and came in contact with
the thief. He turned and ran down stairs, follow-
ed by Mrs. M., and to impede her progress the
thief discharged his pistol a second time, but

I whether at Mrs. M. or not is not known. It is
most likely, however, that the thief's intention
was to silence his pursuer, the same as he had si-
lenced Mr. M.

The dreadful circumstance, which might have
well appalled the stoutest heart, did not seemingly
have any torrifviDg effect upon Mrs. M., who acted
throughout the part of a heroine. After being
startled by the report of the pistol, the situation
and the tragedy that had been enacted entirely re
vealed itself to her. She followed the thief down
stairs, and in passing through the lower ball of
the house she snatched from tho hat rack a shawl,
which she threw about her shoulders, and with no
other covering save her night clothing she contin-
ued tho chase for nearly half a square, when she
was compelled by physical fatigue to desist the
pursuit.

Recuperating her energies, she proceeded to the
residence of Ben. Robinson, Esq., on Longworth
street, between Mound and Bark, where she awak-
ened Mr. Robinson and hade him at once go to Mr.
Moore's aid. Next she went to the stable of Mr.
M., a square farther east, and after knocking vain
ly at the door for some time, she picked up a stone
and threw it through one of the upper windows,
which had the desired effect of rousing the hos-
tler. He was dispatched after medical assistance
by Mrs. Moore, who, still fearful that something
might he wanting, next went to the dwelling of J.
R. Gibson, Esq., on Fourth street, between Mill
and Bark, to whom she conveyed the dreadful in-
telligence that an effort had been made to assassi-
nate her husband n hile sleeping. Having accom-
plished all this, she returned home, and there, in
the room an hour before so peaceful and quiet, was
the insensible form of ber husband, weltering in
his own blood. Her agony at the sight may be im-
agined, but not described. We attempt no por-
tration, but leave the reader to draw the picture.

The tracks of the thieves are easily seen in the
yard of Mr. Moore' 3 residence, and mud is still on
the window-sill and tho parlor carpet. This much
is all the police have to work upon in the opera-
tion of detecting the assassin and his accomplices.
Three well-known thieves?Learv, Bropby and Mc
Carthy?have been arrested on suspicion, and it is
hoped that unlooked for events will transpire fas
tening the dreadful crime upon one of them.

At twelve o'clock this morning Mr. Moore's con-
dition was better. He was out of pain, and his
symptoms seemed more favorable. We sincerely
trust that he may survive his injury.

RESULT OF THE COURT-MARTIAL OF COMMANDEP.
WALKE. ?The court-martial of Henry Walke, Com
mander of the storeship Supply, which was for
some time in progress at the Brooklyn Navy Yard,
has resulted iu a virtual acquittal. He was found
guilty on the specification of disobedience to or-
ders, in not returning from Pensacola to Vera
Cruz, and in bringing the Supply to New York;
but in consequence of the extraordinary circum
stances, the Court imposed the mild sentence of
admonition bv the Secretary of the Navy.

DEATHS OF PEERS ASD MEMBERS op PARLIAMENT.?
Eighteen members of the English House of Peers
died during the past year, viz: The Archbishop
of York, (Dr. Musgrave,) the Dukes of Norfolk
and Richmond, the Earls of Aberdeen, Cawdor,
Lauderdale, Leven and Melville, Manvers and
Strallord, Bishop of Rochester, Barons Elphinstone,
Hastings, ITeytesbury.Xondesborough, Macaulay.
Kossmore and Sandys. During the same period
the deaths of eleven members of the House of Com-
mons were recorded.

Hon. Charles L. Scott, late member of Congress
from California, has determined to settle in Alaba-
ma. He is a son of Hon. Robert G. Scott, former-
ly a distinguished lawyer of Richmond, who some
years ago emigrated to Alabama, to which his son
is about to remove.

St. Paul's Cathedral, London, was erected under
the superintendence of one bishop, one architect,
and one master-mason. The time occupied in
building it was thirty-five years. The cost t>t the
entire edifice was $4,000,000, or about twice the
cost of Girard College, Philadelphia.

The citizens of Elkton, Cecil county, are indig-
nant at the appointment of a Mr. McKenzie as Post*
master of that town, while the citizens generally
ot that place united in petitioning the administra-
tion to retain Mr. Mahon, the preseiuincumbent.

A champion runner challenged another to run
with him, agreeing to carry ten pouDds weight,
leaving the choice of what he should carry to his
opponent, whereupon the latter chose ten pounds
offull blown bladders.

The young ladies of Albany, Ga., gave what they
called a "Homespun Pic Nic," at Blue Spring, near
that city, a few days since. They were all clad in
homespun.

Mr. Greeley repudiates the appointments oi

Messrs. Pike and Harvey, as far as they are on ac
count of the Tribune.

The Bostonians are "quite indignant over the ap-

pointment of John Palfrey, of Cambridge, to the

office of Postmaster in Boston.

Cassius M. Clay, Minister'to Russia, will sail,

with his family, for Liverpool by the 1 ersia on the

24th of April.
The Pennsylvania Ho'useof Delegates on Friday

voted down the appropriation of $.>,008 to the State

Colonization Society.

The newspapers are poking fun at the new tariff;

some term ItXMore-ill, and others the im-Mor-
rill tariff.

[From the New York Tribune, March 30 ]
..

..
. VIRGINIA.

lbe time lor bargaining and chaffering, and the
I loose good nature which says, "We'll make it rin-ht

to-morrow, :s gone by with this country. It is
now a moment when to every man, to every State,
a voice as of the bold prophet should speak-Choose

j ve this day whom ye will serve ! The question of
j freedom or Slavery for America is to be settled

j now, and the postponement of the decisive day
j only prolongs a torturing and disastrous suspense.
It is of importance that the parties in this struggle

J should be distinctly defined; we must not have an
j uncommitted or pretended neutral bcdy hovering

; on the outskirts rff the battle, ready to declaro for
the victorous side, or for that which offers the

i larger bribe. Hence it is that the present position
: of Virginia, as the leader of the border States, is

I foolishly embarrassing to both parties.
Virginia vaunts herself as a Union-loving State.

Her people say they are ready to preserve the
Union at all hazards. Therefore, they assemble in
Convention to do it; and what do tbey propose?
Tbeir proposition is perfectly simple. They offer
certain amendments to the Constitution, saying:
Accept these and we will stay in the Union. Well,
what are they? Merely a few sections which
change the character of the Constitution from a
democratic to an aristocratic instrument?from an
instrument recognizing the equality of Human
Rights to one which makes caste the unchangeable
foundation principle of the Republic?from an in-
strument proclaiming freedom as the natural right
of all men, to one forbidding freedom to millions.
This is the final condition, on the acceptance or re-
jection of which depends the loyalty or treason of
Virginia, and such other of the Border States as
choose to follow her action.

The shortest time sufficient for the formal deci-
sion of the question presented by these proposed
amendments, will be a year; and this year may be
lengthened by a twelvemonth more. During this
interval, the great question of the day is to re-
main open, the present unsatisfactory condition of
things must continue, and the conflict is sure at
the end to come, more violently than ever.

Why shall not Virginia act at once ? She knows
now as she willever know what course she will
take if her ultimatum is rejected. She knows, ifshe
knows anything, that the free States willnever accept
her proposition as long as the citizens of these States
have the power to throw a vote against it. She cannot
be so dull as to believe that the freemen of the North
will surrender the ground they have gained by the
steady and persistent efforts of so many years; that
they willgo backward in the face of the world's
opinion, making themselves the protectors of
that system against which their ancestors have
striven by teachings, by exhortation, by legislative
enactment, by mutual, sacred agreements with the
slaveholders themselves. The mere suggestion of
such an offer as this from Virginia is an insult to the
people of these United States, and the most befogged
pro-slavery advocate cannot honestly say there is
even a remote possibility of its acceptance.

This border State then, may to-day stand where
she will surely stand some months hence when ber
brazen proposition shall have been rejected. Ifshe
intends to consult her own interests and stay in the1 nion, let her say so at once, and throw such influ-
ence as she possesses frankly and fully on the side
of loyalty and honor. Ifshe has really determined
to secele in case her ultimatum is rejected, then let
lißr go at once, for her dictation will never be allowed
were she ten times Virginia.

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PHILADELPHIA
CONFERENCE M. E. CHURCH.

The following are the appointments to the
Maryland section of the Philadelphia Conference
M. K. Church announced at the closing session of
Saturday morning :

EASTON DISTRICT.
T. J. QCIQLEY, P. K.

Smyrna?W. Bishop.
Smyrna Circuit?J. B. Ayres, R. Craig.

" " for colored people. To be sup-
plied.

Middletovin ?T. W. Simpers.
Odessa?J. S. Cook.
Odessa Circuit?For colored people. To be sup-

plied.
Dover?J. D. Curtis.
Dover Circuit?For colored people. To be sup-

plied.
Camden?J. L. Houston, N. B. Durell.
Frederick and Barrett's Chapel?J. Dickcrsoti.
Willow Grove?W. Merrill, J. E. Elliott.
Milford?W. E. England.
Milford Circuit?For colored people. To be

supplied.
Harrington?J. E. Smith, J. T. Van Burkelow.
Denton?S. T. Gardner, W. O'Xeil.
Greensborough?W. M. Warner, W. Matthias.
Hillsborough?T. S. Williams, one to be sup-

plied.
Talbot?ll. R. Calloway, T. E. Bell.
Easton?E. Miller, T. E. Skinner.
Centreville ?11. Colclazcr, T. Stephens.
Kent Island?W. Hammond.
Sudlersville?J. Aspril, S. Townsend.
Kent Circuit?W. B. Walton, J. E. Bryan.
Millington?S. W. Cooper, L. D. McClintock.

SNOW HILL DISTRICT.
A. WALLACE,P. E.

Sealord?J. Merritt, McLaughlin.
Kederalsburgh?E. Townsend.
Dorchester?l. Hull, D. D. Hudson.
Cambridge?.l. W. Pearson.
Cambridge Circuit?J. Dison.
Aries?J. M. Burner.
Quantico ?J. W. Hammersly,T. L. Tompkioson.
Salisbury?C. W. Ayres, one to be supplied.
Church Creek?T. L. I'oulson, W. W. ltedmun.
Princess Ann?J. Hargus, T. F. Plummer.
Annamessex?ll. Sanderson, C. H. McDermond.
Fainnount?A. M. Wiggins.
Atlantic?To be supplied.
Acomac? " "

Newtown?N. W. Bennum, W. T. Tail.
Snow Hill?G. A. Pbcebus, J. O. Sypherd.
Berlin?W. T. Quinn.
Frankford?W. F. Talbot, W. Formosa.
Worcester?J. Edwards, one to be supplied.
Lewestown?A. Preed, E. G. Irwin.
Georgetown?T. W. McClary, W. Trickett.
Laurel?J. A. Massy, C. F. Sbeppard.
J.Talbot Gracey, Missionary to India; A Cook-

man, transferred to New York Conference; O. H.
Gibson transferred to Black River Conference.

[Correspondence of JVeio York Times ]
THE SPANISH IN THE WEST INDIES.

HAVANA,March 25.?Spain, it would seem, is in-
clined to do a little filibustering on her own private
account. The war steamers Blasco de Garay and
Blanca sailed on last Saturday, and another Span-
ish vessel-of-war next day, the destination of all
being understood to be St. Domingo. It is also
commonly reported these vessels-of-war have two

thousand picked Spanish troops on board. Col.
Fors has not been for some time in St. Domingo
without having some object for bis protracted
stay.

Spain, after all the undutiiul conduct 0/ Cuba, is
proving herself a kind parent. By Royal order,
dated February 25th last, and published here with-
in a day or two, the Spanish government has de-
termined to remit, in specie, to this Island, by the
various vessels of war sent hero to reinforco the
Spanish squadron, at least a million of dollars, to
assist commerce, now in so languishing a conditiop
in this Island.

According to one of our daily papers, live or six
millions of dollars will be remitted, and which will
be exchanged with the Spanish Bank of Havana
for its bills, or placed in the bank to be passed to
the credit of the Treasury. This large amount in
specie will doubtless enable the bank to extend it#
line of discounts, which, I regret to say, it has not
of late been doing.

[From the Cor. NCVJ York Express. 1
HAVANA,March 25.?The whole city has been

thrown into a fever of excitement by the highly
important news from San Domingo. Her Most
Catholic Majesty has resolved to protect that
promising "Republic," and accordingly a power-
ful fleet with a strong body of troops have been
despatched to complete the work already com-
menced.

It is well understood here that annexation is the
pre-determined result of this demonstration. Tbo
frigate Blanca has already left here for the thea-
tre of operations, while the Petronella and Barcn-
guela are getting ready with all possible despatch
to follow. The blow is to bo as effective as it has
been sudden and unlooked for.

All the talk about the Spanish fleet going to
Vera Cruz to operate on Mexico was moonshine.
San Domingo was meant from the start.

We Americans here look upon this high-handed
proceeding as one of the first fruits of the election

[ of Lincoln, and the breaking up of the American
I Union. But for the distracted condition of affairs
in the United States, Spain would never have ven-

i tured upon an enterprise of this kind.
1 San DomlDgo is a prize worth stealing. It has a

| territorial area of some twenty-two thousand
square miles, divided into the following Provinces,
which, in turn, are subdivided into communes:

Population.
San Domingo, including tho,C' aPi ta ' 25,000
Azua de Composiola 15,000
Seybo ???????? 20.000
Santiago de los Caballeros 33,500
Concepcion dc la Vega 33,000

Total 126,600
The soil is suited for almost every kind ot tropi-

cal produce; but owing to the lazy and thriftless
character of the inhabitants, the great advantages
with which nature has endowed it are but imper-
fectly developed.

TERRIBLE MASSACRES IN THE ARGENTINE CONFED-
ERATION.?By the bark lioebuck, at New Vork, we
Lave papers from Buenos Ayres to Feb. Ist. The
Tribune of that date appears in mourning for the

shocking massacres in the province of San Juan, the
details of which are as revolting and heart sicken
ing as any that have ever disgraced the Spanish-
American name. Colonel Saa followed up his vic-
tory over Aberastain by causing that brave but
unfortunate gentleman to be wantonly assassinated
on the road, after having made him march bare-
footed and almost naked till he dropped down with
fatigue, and because he was unable to walk further
his savage guards murdered him and chopped bis
body into fragments. Saa continued his progress
to the town of San Juan, which he delivered up to
a three days' pillage. He had the three interesting
daughters of Aberastian dragged into the streetand
publicly violated by his licentious soldiery. Kvery
grown "man found in the place he ordered to be shot;
declared the town in a state of seige for a period of
forty days; and then, in the midst of more than six
hundred victims, he writes to acquaint the govern-
ment that "law has triumphed inSan Juan." Gov.
Mitre, of Buenos Avres, immediately issued a proc-
lamation to the people of that city, who were per-
fectly furious with indignation, in which he endeav-
ors to calm them by promising that the actors in
that (earful tragedy shall be punished. Letters
published in the Tribune, by eye-witnesses of the
scene we are speaking of, say the battle of Posito
only lasted half an hour, and that for three hours
subsequently Saa's men were engaged in deliber-
ately murdering their prisoners, most of whom were
mere boys. Urquiza comes in for a large share of
abuse and indignation, and President Derqui, not-withstanding his circular, is suspected of being
privy to these monstrous proceedings.
_

Upon the receipt of this news at Buenos Ayres,
Sr. Sarmiente, the recently appointed Minister
Plenipotentiary to the United States, resigned both
his seat in the Cabinet and his mission, as he de-
clines to serve a government that could so deliber-
ately murder the citizens of a sister province.

It is said, says the Washington States, that a
bold attempt was made in Georgetown on Tuesday
evening, about seven o'clock, to blow up or set tire
to the Mayor's office, by putting powder in the
stove during the absence of the Mayor and clerk,
but the charge was a light one, and no damage re-

sulted beyond blowing the top of the stove oil.

The Secretary of the Treasury announces that
all invoices claiming to bo made out in the new
silver florin of Austria, must be accompanied in
each case by a consular certificate showing that
fact. Forty-six cents and 19-iOO is tho Treasury
computation.

Hon. John C. Breckinridge arrived in Cincinnati
on Thursday evening from Washington. He will
address the Legislature of Kentucky before it ad-
journs, which will be on Wednesday or Thursday
next,


