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RESTAURANT.
Prices Reduced.

All the substantials anil delicacies
The States afford

will be furnished as low as can be had in the cityof Bal.
timore, or any other city

CYRIL W. KEACU,
aplO-eaSt* l*r-.r-ri>t r

THE NEWS.
Goy. Curtin, of Pennsylyania, yesterday sent to

the Legislature of that State a message recommend-
ing the organization of the State militia, and other
measures concerning the national crisis. lie states

that the President has written him a letter inform-
ing him of a design upon Washington City.

By the arrival of the steamer Persia, at New
York, yesterday, we have European dates to the
31st ult. Warlike rumors continued to circulate in

Paris. It was announced that Lord Cowley had
demanded an cxpl-nation from the French Govern-
ment relative to the expedition to Abyssinia. The
Danish Government was making warlike prepara-
tions. It is reported that lifty thousand Austrian
troops are in movement in Venetia. The general

condition of the markets continued unchanged.
We learn from Washington that it is stated in

Administration quarters, that the present military
preparations are meant for defence only. It is
also said that it has always been the design of the
present Administration to reinforce Fort Pickens
and relieve Fort Sumter.

The National Intelligencer of yesterday urges the
President to call Congress together without delay;
with his executive recommendation to them to sub-
mit our national difficulties to the proper arbitra-
ment of a National Convention.

By correspondence to the New York paper 3 we
learn that the corvette Brooklyn bad returned to

Pensacola from her trip to Key West fir supplies,
and had furnished the other vessels of the fleet
with various necessaries. The rumor that the
Brooklyn had succeeded already in landing a num-
ber of her men proves to have been entirely un-
true.

According to its own provision, that when rati-
fied or adopted by five States it should immedi-
ately go into operation, the Montgomery Constitu-
tion is now the law of the land in the Confed-
erate States.

In the Virginia Convention yesterday a substi"

tute for one of the resolutions was offered by Mr.
Wise and adopted, favoring the recognition of the

independence of the seceded States.
A despatch from Montgomery informs us that

President Davis yesterday made a requisition on

the Governor of Alabama for three thousand troops.
Large bodies of troops are reported on their way
to Pensacola.

Great excitement continues to prevail at Charles-
ton. Some five thousand troops are now station-
ed on Sullivan's and Morris Islands.

Our despatches from various points at the South
indicate an intense excitement, occasioned bv the
late movements of United States troops, and the
warlike preparations at Charleston.

From New Mexico we learn that the report of
the taking of Fort Marcy was untrue. Peace had
been made with the Navajoes.

We learn from Havana that three more Spanish
steamers bad sailed for St. Domingo.

By the Pony Express wo have California dates
to the 27th ult. The Senatorial contest was still
undecided.

CONTINENTAL OPERA HOUSE. ?The first appearance

of Miss Leida White attracted, last evening, a

crowded audience. The reception given the young
lady was flattering in the extreme. The second
grand matinee lor ladies and children will this af-
ternoon take place.

MR. W ILKINSON, professor of the new science?-
horse-taming?has been obliged to postpone his first
lecture until Thursday evening. We have no
doubt his efforts will be fully as successful and as

instructive as those of Mr. Itarey.

FOREIGN GOSSIP.
The second volume of Buckle's "History of Civil-

ization in England" is now passing through the
press of the Appletons. It is reprinted from ad-
vance sheets of the English edition. This volume
is an analysis of the several causes which have dis-
turbed the course of civilization in various coun-
tries?Spain, Scotland, France, Germanv and the
United States.

Mr. and Mrs. Gillespie, of Boghead, Scotland,
who are the proprietors of the peculiar article
known as the Torbane bill mineral, now desire the
opinion ot practical uieu?geologists, chemists or
mineralogists, as well in the United States as Eu-
rope?as to whether it is coal or not. Specimens
may be bad it sent for.

The English civil engineers, comparing them-
selves to those of other nations, say their own are
trustworthy, but not as a body the most accom-
plished, the French are the most finished, the Ger-
mans the most profound, and the Americans the
most daring.

Madame St. Marc, a Parisian dame, offers her
services to those who wish to be married. Her
house, she says, is known all over Europe for its
honordbUite and she acts with celerite and discre-
tion.

1 he great railroad bridge over'the Rhine at Kehl,
has been finished. The draws are easily turned.?
They were subjected before use to an enormous
pressure by two heavy trains, and the flexion was
found to be very inconsiderable.

There is a natural floating breakwater at the
Cape of Good Hope, consisting of marine plants,
twenty to thirty ieet in length, one end growing
from tne rocks and the other floating on the sur-
face? ( Lamaria Buxmalis.)

Mr. Scott Russell, at a late meeting of naval
architects, read an elaborate paper, in which he
praises warmly and without reserve the construc-
tion, performance and finish ofour American river
steamers.

There are in Great Britain 2,210 cotton factories,
running twenty-eight millions of spindles. France
has 2,394 cotton factories, with three-and-a-half
millions of spindles only.

A new brush for the hair has been invented.?
The bristles are set round little tubes, which con-
vey oil or any other liquid from a reservoir, on a
slight pressure.

Sir Howard Douglass asserts that shipbuilders
well know that the bottom of a well-coppered tim-
ber ship will outlast three tops; but in iron ships
one top will wear out three bottoms.

The smell of musk can yet be detected in the mor-
tar with which the Mosque ol St. Sophia was con-
structed by Justinian in the year 538.

The Spanish government has imported machine-
ry from this government to manufacture ordnance
at Madrid.

Lake Baikal, in Siberia, once a salt-water lake>
has become a fresh one. The fish in it are un-
changed.

A late number of the Nautical Magazine contains
a very satisfactory article to prove the (disputed)
influence of the moon upon the weather.

High temperatures under any pressure, are now
ascertained perfectly by Gauntlett's patent pyro-
meter.

The transit duties on goods passing through Han-
over have been abolished.

A magazine is to be published at Oxford, called
Great Tom.

Auguste Blanqui has been arrested in Paris for
belonging to a secret political society.

THE EXHIBITION OF 18C2.?The London Observer
says:?"Despatches were forwarded last week from
the Foreign Office to our representatives abroad,
announcing to foreign countries that the exhibi-
tion will be held in 1862, and requesting them
to nominate, as speedily as possible, commissioners
to represent different countries. Circulars an-
nouncing the determination to hold the exhibition
have also been forwarded from the Council of India
and from the Colonial Office to the governors of
our ooli>oa, invitinu the co-operation of the pro-
ducers and manufacturers. 'lhe signlug of the
guarantee deed goes on rapidly. The amount of
£250,000 having been signed, the Bank of England
has opened a credit with the commissioners to the
extent of £200,000. A larger sum than this, baw-
ever, will be required before the work iscompleted.
The Bank of England has in the most liberal man-
ner agreed to make the necessary advances at 4
per cent., a rate which, considering the present high
price ofjnoney, will make the governors and compa-
ny of the Bank of England among the most liberal
and munificent subscribers to the International Ex-
hibition of 1862."

The Committee of Advice requested by the Com-
missioners for the Exhibition cf 1862, to assist the
Commissioners with their counsel as to the Fine
Arts department of the exhibition, held their ad-
journed meeting at the Societv of Arts on the 20th.
Lord Stanhope was called to the chair. After con-
siderable discussion, in which ilr. Hurlstone, Sir
Charles Eastlake, Mr. Redgrave, Lord Elcho, Dr.
Coleridge, Lord Overstone, Mr. Tom Taylor, Mr.
Frederick Taylor, and Lord Taunton took part, the
committee came-to the following conclusions:
With regard to the foreign schools to be represent-
ed in the Exhibition, that itshould be left to each
country to fix the limitations under which its se-
lections should be made, each being informed of the
space allotted to it, and of the understanding that
the selection is to be made with a view to exhibit
the present condition of the school. With regard
to the English school, the committee came to the
decision that the collection should include the
works of masters who have lived since 1762, so as
to take in Hogarth, Hudson, Reynolds, Gainsbor-
ough and Wilson. These conclusions seem to com'

mend themselves to common sense more than any
involving the selection of chronological limitations
to be binding on all schools alike, without any re-
ference to the circumstances of particular schools
or the judgment ot those who will have to make
the selection of pictures.

ANOTHER RAID UPON WASHINGTON'.? The New
York Post (Republican) says a correspondent in
giving the information that Ben McCulloch de-
clares, in the most positive manner, that, with theassistance of Governor Wise and other rank Seces
sionists of the ultra Virginia school, he has suc-
ceeded in effecting a complete militarv organiza-
tion, recruited both from Maryland and Virginia.
The number of men already enrolled is five thou-
sand. The order is that they shall be readv for
active service at a moment's notice, and that the
first step will be a march upon Washington and
the seizure of the Federal Capitol and the archives
of the Government, at the moment when civil war
shall commence. The active militarypreparations
of the government have inspired McCulloch and
his fellow rebels with the belief that a decisive
blow is to be struck, and the opportunity that will
then be offered for a display of bis forces will be
eagerly seized.

The car-conductors on the Carrolton Railroad, in
New Orleans, have seceded in consequence of the
introduction of an innovation in the method of
collecting fares, ticket-boxes being substituted,
which the conductors are required to hand around,
instead of receiving the fare dlreotly into their
bwda, at bai been the cuitom,

LATEST NEWS.
TELEGRAMS.

FURTHER FROM EUROPE.

ARRIVAL OF THE PERSIA,

LORD PALMERSTON HOPES'FOR AN AM.CABLE AD-
JUSTMENT OF THE AMERICAN DIFFICULTIES.

WARLIKE RUMORS.

NEW YORK, April 9.?The steamer Persia, from

Liverpool, bringing, via Queenstown, advices to the
31st ult., has arrived.

The general condition of the market continued
unchanged.

Lord Palmerston, ia a speech to his constituents,
adverted to the American crisis, and expressed fer-
vent hopes, let the adjustment be what it may, that
it may be arrived at by amicable means.

Warlike rumors contiued to circulate in Paris,
having a depressing influence on the Bourse.

The concentration of Austrian troops in Venetia
attracted considerable attention, although it was
asserted that the movements were purely defen-
sive.

It was vaguely rumored that Lord Cowley had

demanded from the French Government explana-

tions respecting the expedition to Abyssinia and

the annexation of some territory at Adina.
The discussion of the Iloman question had closed

in the Italian Chambers. Count Cavour reiterated
the urgent necessity for delcaring Rome the capi-
tal of Italy, and guaranteeing the Pope his liberty
and independence in the exercise of his spiritual
powers.

A resolution to this effect, and expressing hopes
of non-intervention by France, was adopted.

Itwas reported that Garibaldi's former State
officers had been ordered to proceed to Brescia on
the 6th of April, tor Conference.

The Emperor of Austria has sanctioned the po-
litical reorganization of Transylvania, and its res-
toration to its former position in that respect.

The Danish Government was making warlike
preparations for all eventualities.

THE LATEST.
LONDON, March 31. ?The Opinione of Turin says

that the Sardinian Ambassador at London has re-
ceived a notification from the British Government
that he will be received and recognized as Minister
of the Kingdom of Italy.

Switzerland has given a notification that if the
movements of the Austrian troops continue, orders
will be given for the construction of additional

works to the fortifications of Pola.
The Swiss Federal Council, at the instance of

Sardinia, have appointed Commissioners for ad-
justing the affairs of the Ticino Bishopric.

It it is said that 50,000 Austrian troops are in
movement in Venetia.

The Paris papers assert that tho Austrian move-
ments on the Po are purely defensive.

Several French editors, whilst on an excursion to
Venice, were ronghly expelled, notwithstand-
ing tbeir passports had been vised by Austrian
officials.

Hostilities continue in Herzegovin between the
insurgents and the Turkish troops. Tbe Porte, it
is said, will submit to the Great Powers, before
tbeir promulgation, the reforms which it is in-
tended to grant, apprehending that Russia might
again take up the project of a permanent Confer-
ence at Constantinople.

Bosnia is menaced with anarchy, and Austria
has forbidden the export of arms into Bosnia, and
sent troops to the frontier.

Advices from China say that the new treaty has
been ignored by the Mandarians at Foochow.

Lord Elgin had arrived at Trieste en route for
England.

COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE.LIVERPOOL, SATURDAT. ?The market is closed on account of the holidays. The Breadstuff market is quiet,
and prices steady.

Provisions are dull.
LONDON, SATURDAY.? ConsoIs closed at 91%@91% for

money, and 91 %@9l Iffor account.
Specie at the Bank of England has increased £154,000.

THE VIRGINIACONVENTION.
Virginia Will Kecognlze the Independence

of the Seceded States.

RICHMOND, April 9.?The State Convention to-
day, in Committee of the Whole, took up the tenth
resolution, when Mr. Conrad proposed an amend-
ment to strike out to the word authorities inclu-
sive, and insert, "believing the Federal authorities
have no power to deal with the subject in any
way." This was rejected?yeas 12, nays 114.

Ex Governor Wise offered the following substi-
tute for the resolution:

Resolved , That the people of Virginia hereby declare
their consent to the recognition of the separate indepen-
dence of the seceded States; that they shall be treated as
independent powers, and that proper laws shall be passed
to effect their separation.

This sustitute was adopted. Yeas 128, nays 20.
The eleventh resolution was next taken up. Mr.

Wickbam moved an amendment, declaring confi-
dence in the justice of the people of the other
States, and appealing to them for a satisfactory ad-
justment. by the adoption of the amendments to the
Constitution hereto appended; and declaring the
definite refusal or neglect of the non-slaveholding
States to accede to such ameniments should and
would result in the total and final disruption of the
Union.

Mr. Goode proposed an amendment declaring
further, that in such an event Virginia would feel
compelled to resume all her sovereign powers and
throw herself upon her reserved rights. This was
rejected. Ayes 54, nays 70.

Mr. Wickham's amendment was then voted on,
and rejected. Ayes 57, nays 68.

Mr. 'l'arr moved to strike out the lastsentence of
the 11th resolution, declaring that the State will
resume ber sovereign powers in the event of a
failure to receive satisfactory responses from the
non-slaveholding States. This was rejected. Ayes
54, nays 70.

Pending the recess private advices were received
that a war steamer had been seen at the mouth of
Charleston harbor, and that Fort Sumter would be
reinforced at all hazards. The circulation of this
report produced a decided sensation in and outside
of the Covention.

After the recess the eleventh resolution was
adopted with a slight amendment.

The twelfth was taken up and various amend-
ments were proposed, pending the consideration of
which the Convention adjourned.

THE LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM THE
SOUTH

President Davis Mokes a Requisition on Ala-
bama for Three Thousand Troops?Move-
ment of Troops towards Pensacoln?Mili-
tary Preparations at Charleston.
MONTGOMERY, April 9.?President Davis made a

requisition to-day on the Governor of Alabama for
three thousand troops.

The Mississippi brigade, 1,800 strong, arrived at
Pensacola on the 7th.

Georgia troops, to 'the number of 370 men, en
route for Pensacola, have passed through here
within the last 48 hours.

CHARLESTON, April 9.?Affairs here are culmi-
nating to a decisive point. About 800 men left
here this morning for different points. It is esti-
mated that near 5,000 men are stationed on Sulli-
van's and Morris Islands, and along the coast.?
Companies are continually arriving from the inte-
rior, and all the posts willbe further strengthened
to-morrow by near one thousand additional troops.
The greatest enthusiasm prevails among all classes
of citizens.

AUGUSTA,April 9. ?A report of war vessels hav-
ing been seen off Charleston harbor has been cir-
culated here, but it is regarded as unfounded.

WILMINGTON, April9.?Charleston news received
here produced intense excitement to-day.

IMPORTANT FROM WASHINGTON-
The Object of the Present Military

Preparations.
W ASUING TON, April 9.?lt is pcreietantly stated

in Administration quarters that the present mili-

tary preparations mean defensive purposes only,

and that in whatever is done the Government will
not ba the aggressor.

The reinforcement of Fort Pickens and the relief
ofFort Sumter is not of recent origin, but dates back-

to the commencement of the present Administration.
The proceedings on the Gulf, beyond the relief of
Fort Pickens, will be governed by circumstances.

Many appointments have been published as being
made when the cases of the individuals named have
not even received the consideration of the Execu-
tive. The only one thus far made from the Dis-
trict of Columbia is that of Col. Lamon, as Marshal.

There is no truth in the report that thirty days
will elapse before tbe new treasury notes will be
ready for delivery. On inquiry at the proper
quarter it is ascertained the plates are nearly
ready, and the notes will be issued within tbe time

| allowed depositors to place tbe coin, say in eight
or ten days after the opening of the bids.

SPECIAL MESSAGE OP THE GOVERNOR
OP PENNSYLVANIARELATIVE TO OCR

NATIONALDIFFICULTIES.
He is Informed by the President of a Design

to Attack Washington.

IIARRISBORQ, April 9. ?Governor Curtin sent a
message to the Legislature to-day relative to our

national difficulties. He recommends the organi-
zation of the militia, and other measures proper in
the present crisis. He also states that he has re-

ceived a letter from the President saying that he

Itas information of a design to attack Washington

City. .

FROM NEW ORLEANS.
A Disguised War Steamer Reported to be

Reconnoiterlog.
NEW ORLEANS, AprilB.?A private despatch from

Fort Jackson says that a war steamer, disguised,
passed the mouth of the Mississippi yesterday af-

ternoon, and came within reacb of the guns of
the fort. She was reconnoitering about until to-

wards morning when she proceeded to sea.
The mechanics at the WarriDgton Navy Yard

are becoming dissatisfied on account of the non-
payment of their wages. *

Flood on the Potomac.
WASHINGTON, April 9.?The heavy northeaststorm has raised the Potomac river almost to an

unprecedented beigbt, flooding the lower parts of
fi and Georgetown. Fear* are enter-

iS EMChWduS" Wh,r? "f 00n,W,, *bl#

LATEST FROM CHARLESTON.
Warlike Preparations Progressing?

Final Adjournment of the Stats Con-
vention.
CHARLESTON, April 9?Evening.?All is quiet to-

night on the surface of affairs, but there i 3 a deep
feeling among the people. Prodigious preparations
are progressing.

Ex-Senator Wigfall is testifying his patriotism
by serving as a common soldier.

Rifled cannon are arriving and being placed in

position.
President Jamison delivered his farewell address

to the State Convention to day in reply toresolu-
tions adopted complimentary to himself. The final
adjournment of the Convention is expected to-
morrow.

No war vessels have been seen outside this har-
bor so far as known here.

[Special Despatch to the New York Times j
Important News from Charleston.

CHARLESTON, April B.?Everything is now pre-

pared for action. All vessels have been ordered
to keep out of the range of fire between Fort Sum-
ter and Sullivan's Island.

The famous floating battery is expected to sail
at 7 o'clock P. M., for a point somewhere near Fort
Sumter.

A house has just been blown up near the five-gun
battery.

Business is entirely suspended, and the most in-
tense excitement prevails.

,

FROM SEW MEXICO.
INDEPENDENCE, AprilB.?The Santa Fe mail, with

dates to the 25th ult., arrived this morning.
Colonel Loring had arrived and taken charge

of the Military Department of New Mexico,
which gave much satisfaction to the people of that
territory.

The report of the taking of Fort Marcy by
the citizens of Sante Fe is incorrect, no demon-
stration of the kind having been made or
thought of.

Peace has again been made with the Navajoes.
Great crowds of people are flocking to the San

Juan mines, and numbers are leaving and going
back to the Pike's Peak region.

The grass on the plains is growing fast, and
in a few days will be sufficient for stock to sub-
sist on.

The emigration to the gold fields bad commenced
over the Southern route, quite a number of emi-
grants having been met by the mail party.

Arrivalof flicCalifornia Pony Kxpress.
FORT KEARNEY, April 9.?Tho California Pony

Express, of the 27th ult., has arrived here. The
Senatorial question was still unsettled. It is un-
derstood that Mr. McDougall is willing to enter
into another contest, and surrender his present ad-
vantage.

A bill has been introduced in the California
Legislature offering a premium of 510,000 for the
first growth of cotton on California soil, and its
preparation for market.

The Boundary Commissioner, to act with the
Federal Commission for running the Eastern boun-
dary line will soon be elected. J. C. McKibben
stands the best chance.

Coal oil springs are reported to have been dis-
covered in Humboldt county. The coal mines are
flourishing.

LATER FROM HAVANA.
More IVnr Vessels for St. Domingo.

NEW ORLEANS, April B.?The steamship General
Miramon, from Havana on the 4th inst., arrived at
this port to-day.

Prince Alfred was expected to arrive at Havana
on the 15th inst.

Three more war vessels sailed for St. Domingo
on the 30th.

HAVANA MARKETS, April 3d.?Sugars are dull at
reals. Stock in port 280,000 boxes. Exports of the week
18,500 boxes. Receipts of the week 34,500 boxes' Ex-
change on London, 10@10.14 per cent, premium. On New
York 2@3 per cent, premium.

The Currency Movement nt Pittsburg.
I'ITTSBURG, April B.?Another enthusiastic meet-

ing of the business men of I'ittsburg was held to-
day in regard to the currency question. Both the
wholesale and retail trade were fully represented,
and the strongest determination was expressed not
to receive depreciated money except at brokers'
rates. Missouri and Virginia money is quoted at 4
per cent, discount.

The Louisville Municipal Election.
LOUISVILLE, Ky., AprilB.?The following is the

Mayoralty vote at the election held in this city on
Monday:
Delph, (Workingmeu's Union candidate) - 4,163
Crawford, (Union) -----1,487
Gillis, (Southern Kights) - 592
Kriel, (Independent) ...

- 109
Devan, (Ultra Secession) - 42

Major McCullougliLeft for New Orleans.
WASHINGTON, April9. ?A letter from Richmond

says that Major McCullougb, the Texan Ranger,
whose presence there bad given rise to some specu-
lations, left last Wednesday for New Orleans.
Departure of the Transports lialtlc anct Illi-

nois,

NEW YORK, April9. ?The steam transports Bal-
tic and Illinois went to sea this morning.

FROM HAVANA.
More Spanish Vessels Gouo to St. Domingo.

NEW ORLEANS, April 9.?Advices have been re-
ceived from Havana to the 4th instant. Three
more Spanish vessels had sailed Tor St. Domingo.

Boston hems of News.
BOSTON, AprilB.?The Metropolitan Police bill

was defeated in the Senate to-day, by a vote of 7
to 21,

George A. Darley murdered bis mother this
morning by beating her. His reason for this infa-
mous deed was her neglect to wash his clothes
promptly.

Municipal Election at Hartford, Conn.
HARTFORD, Conn., April B.?The Democrats to-

day elected five out of the six Aldermen, and
twenty-one out of the twenty four Councilmen by
500 majority. They also carried the entire city
ticket.

New York Legislature?The Susquehanna
Rail <ind Bill Vetoed.

ALBANY,N. Y., April B. ?The Governor to-day
vetoed the Susquehanna Railroad bill. This action
created much excitement in the Senate Chamber.

Excitement nt New Orleans.
NEW ORLEANS, April 9. ?The news received here

to-day from Charleston is the all-absorbing topic.
It creates a universal excitement.

POSTAL MATTERS? New Government Envelopee.?
It is well known that the only rates of postage
adapted to the stamped government envelopes at
the present time, are one, three, four, six and ten
cents. With a view to extend to the public the
full benefit of the law of Congress on this subject,
the Postmaster General has ordered the manufac-
ture of envelopes, with the additional rates, twen-
ty, twenty-four, thirty and forty cents, adapting
the sizes of the envelopes as nearly as possible to
the bulk and weight intended to be enclosed. By
the use of these government envelopes, letters and
other enclosures can be sent either in or out of the
mail, but they must be sealed, and the address
written or printed, with the date of transmission.
The new envelopes willsoon be for sale at the prin-
cipal Post Offices.

Stamped Letter Sheet*. ?The Postmaster General
has ordered the preparation of sheets of letter pa-
per, cut, gummed and embossed with the three-
cent postage stamp?combining in one both a letter
sheet and envelope. Also similar sheets, notesize,
to be packed in such manner as may be necessary
to insure the safe transmission of the sheets by
mail. This willbe a capital safeguard against the
carelessness of correspondents who are prone to
omit placing postage stamps on their letters. It
willalso be just the thing to obviate the legal diffi-
culty which sometimes arises in identifying the
date of an inclosure with that of the official post-
mark.

IN FAVOR OK BLOODLETTING.?Senator Chandler,
of Michigan, is not the only Republican in favor of
bloodletting. The New Haven Journal, under the
head of "good news," has the following :

Our people, of all parties, have been much en-
couraged within the last forty-eight hours by the
manifestations of a vigorous defensive policy on
the part of the Government, livery true man is
sick of the present state of things, and wants to
find out whether we have a government, or only a
set of officers wt o are to be bullied from one con-
cession to another, till the whole fabric of our
Union is shattered and destroyed. Let the Admin-
istr&tion enforce the laws, let it dssuuie a .laokto
nian responsibility,and call upon the people to back
it, and it will find a respoi.se from the popular
heart which will prove that a Republic is as strong
as any government on the face of the earth. We
may have to tight, but people are rapidly getting
into a fighting mood, and are ready to try once for
all the strf ngth of the power we possess as a na-
tion.

HORRIBLE TRAGEDY.? A Man Kills his Wife and j
Commits Suicide. ?A tragedy, resulting in the death j
of a man and his wife, occurred on Saturday after- j
noon last, at Amelia, about twenty-two miles from
this city. The particulars, as far as can be gather-
ed, are as follows:?For some time previous to Sa-
turday a bitter feeliDg existed between Washington
Grigsby and his wife, both residents of this city.
This was caused, as we learn, by habitual stubborn-
ness and perverseness on the part of Mrs. G. and
ber suspected unfaithfulness to her hDsband. The
two, however, lived together. Grigsby left noth-
ing undone in his duty as a husband, so far as pro-
viding for the wants of his family was concerned.
They had one child, a boy about five years old,
whom they recently committed to the care of a
friend in the country. On Saturday last tbev start-
ed to visit him, taking the omnibus from the Den-
nison House. Arriving at Amelia late in the after-
noon, Grigsby made a proposition to his wife which
elicited a contemptuous reply. Some conversation
ensued, the exact nature of which we could not

learn, after which the husband drew a revolver,
pointed it at his wife and said. "You have been
false to me long enough. You willbe so no longer."
He then fired two shots in rapid succession. The
first took effect in the head, penetrating to the
brain and lodging there; the second lodged in the
abdomen. The unfortunate woman fell to the
ground, uttering a few words in an indistinct man-
ner. The noise of the pistol-shot attracted the at-

tention of citizens, but before any one arrived,
Grigsby had placed the weapon to bis own bead
and shot himself through the brain. He died ten
minutes afterward. His wife lingered in great pain
until yesterday afternoon, when she also expired.
A coroner's inquest was held upon tho bodies, re-
sulting in a verdict in accordance with the above
facts. Grigsby was twenty-seven years of age. His
wite was four years youDger than he, of gay and
fascinating appearance, and tolerably well educa-
ted. ? Cincinnati Gazette, April8.

SUSPENSION OF MAJOR YELVEHTON PROM THE ARMY.
?The following is the official order issued for the
suspension of Major 1 elverton :

"Adjutant-General's Office, Dublin, 18th March,
1861.?1n obedience to an order received from bis
Royal Highness, the General Commanding-in-Chief,
the General commanding the forces in Ireland di-
rects that Major, the Hon. W. C. Yelverton, Royal
Artillery, be suspended from all military duties
until further orders. By command, J. S. Brown-
rigg, Deputy Adjutant-General."

The Pennsylvania Legislature propose to repeal
all laws exempting from taxation real estate and
all property except church property, and inch at

iiexempted by acta of incorporation.

WAR PROSPECTS,

[From the New York Herald, April 9.j
NAVAL AND MILITARY MOVEMENTS IN

NEW YORK.
DEPARTURE OF THE BALTIC AND ILLINOIS WITH FIVE

HUNDRED TROOPS ON BOARD?SAILING OF THE
HARRIET LANE?THEIR DESTINATION STILL A

MYSTERY?SSO,OOO IN GOLD ON BOARD THE ILLI-

NOIS, &C.
Contrary to general appearances and expecta-

tions, the Baltic took her departure yesterday be
fore the Illinois, which sailed about half-past nine
o'clock last evening.

At an early hour yesterday forenoon a lighter
came alongside tbe Illinois and transferred on board
of her a cargo consisting of sea biscuit and cement.
The shipping of this latter commodity bears a
suspicious aspect, as it is a most useful and neces-
sary article in the rapid erection of field fortifica-
tions.

The cargo of the Illinois shipped on Sunday
principally consisted of artillery, guns, gun car-
riages, tents, canvass, camp furnaces, foraging
carts and provisions. To this were added yester-
day materials for increasing tbe sleeping accom-
modations of the soldiers.

About noon, one of Herring's safes, which bad
been purchased at the office of the manufacturer
in a very hastv manner in the morning, and thence
taken to the United Slates Sub-Treasury ofiice, in
Wall street, where 550,000 in gold was secured
within it, was carted to tbe dock and placed on
board the Illinois. The agent, on delivering the
safe, presented the bill, bat the captain refused to
fill up the blank after the words "bound to ,"

a fact exhibiting the profound secrssy which all
connected with the expedition are dt-sirous of pre-
serving in regard to the objects and destination
thereof.

Later in the alternonn four large howitzers were
brought from the Navy Yard, with all the requi-
site equipments, and placed on board the Illinois
on the forward deck, which was occupied by the
camp outfit above enumerated as shipped on Sun-
day.

Colonel Keys and Lieutenant Gilmore went on
board of her about three o'clock with official des-
patches, the nature of which, however, did not
transpire. A short consultation was had with tho
other officers in tho vicinity, the objects of which
likewise remained a secret.

A large quantity of molasses and a pure article
of vinegar were also shipped. A mixture of these,
called "switchel," forms a very refreshing bev-
erage, extensively used in warm or southern cli-
mates.

The work of shipping a cargo on the Baltic was
prosecuted with unceasing vigor during the whole
of Sunday night and yesterday, until the moment
of departure. The articles shipped embrace ord-
nance tools, muskets, foraging carts and forge-
vices. A large number of gunny bags was in the
list. These gunny bags possess a warlike charac-
ter, inasmuch as they are used in throwing up re-
doubts, and are also very serviceable in protecting
a boat's crew in approaching a battery.

Among tbe commodities shipped was a remark-
able quantity of spiritous liquors of all kinds, the
labels attached to which were oftentimes rather lu-
dicrous, especially such as the following: "58 bot-
tles firemen's rum."

During the afternoon the workmen were princi-
pally engaged in shipping provisions and ammuni-
tion on board the Baltic. A number of Bengalee
lights were also shipped.

Towards five o'clock the steam tugs 11. L. Mabey,
C. I'. Smith and Catlin cams to the dock with 500
troops. The R. L. Mabey placed 160 men, from
Governor's Island, on board the Baltic, after which
the steamship moved slowly out from the dock, the
soldiers on the top deck cheering, and gaining the
middle of the river, turned towards the Bay and
went out to sea. She passed the Narrows at seven
I'. M., accompanied by tbe steam-tug Yankee,
which has been chartered by the government.

The remainder of the troops shortly after dusk
were placed on board the Illinois, where they were
doomed to considerable mishaps. Tired with tbe
fatigues of the day, the soldiers almost immediate-
ly upon their embarkation withdrew to tbe berths,
several of which broke down, creating no little
confusion. One of tbe officers expressed his re-
gret that better accommodations had not been pro-
vided for the troops.

Towards midnight, when several launches had
been taken on board, the Illinois hauled out into
the stream. Thesteamtug Thomas Freeborn has
been chartered by tbe Government and will accom-
pany her.
THE DEPARTURE OF THE TROOPS AT GOVERNOR'S ISLAND.

Governor's Island, during the past week or two,
has resounded with a martial hum. Lieutenant E.
M. Hudson yesterday directed the embarking of
the troops for the Baltic and Illinois.

The troops destined for the Baltic, consisting of
160 men from companies C and D of the recruits,
were marshalled yesterday afternoon on the drill-
ing field, and thence marched to tbe dock, where
they embarked on board tbe staunch 6teamtug R.
L. Mabey, to whose gentlemanly captain ?Mr.
Howland?our reporter expresses his thanks for his
courtesy. These troops were under command of
Captain Robertson. Company J) was transferred
yesterday from Bedloe's Island.

Some two hundred more soldiers for the Illinois
were taken on board the'C. P. Smith. Thev are
formed of detachments from companies B, D, E, F,
G and H recruits. Companies A, I and the remain-
der of H have been left to garrison the island.
When about to embark the soldiers were bid fare-
well by their comrades, and the leavetakiDg occu-
pied some time. Captain Robertson,at the moment
of departure, ordered the ensign of the C. P. Smith
to be run up to the masthead, and called upon the
soldiers to give it three cheers. They did so with
a lustiness that seemed to spring, however, mora
front the novelty of their position than from any-
great enthusiasm lor the saaso in support of whichthey believed thev were m,i?ar to fioh't As the tuf
movoJ otr, iu oana struck up "Garry Osta."
which suddenly inspired the Celtic portion ol the
soldiery with no little enthusiasm and drew forth a
hearty cheer.

The United States Coast Survey steamer Vixen
was lying off the Battery when the R. L. Mabey
passed with her troops. The soldiers on the latter
saluted her with three lusty cheers and dipped the
ensign. The Vixen afterwards passed up to the
Navy Yard.

In addition to the two hundred troops from Gov-
ernor's Island for the Illinois, two companies?H
and K?of the Second Infantry, were sent from
Fort Hamilton.

Large quantities of army stores were being: ship-
ped from the barge office pier this morning, to go
on board the steamers Baltic and Illinois.
SUDDEN DEPARTURE OF THE HARRIET LANE-SUE SAILS

UNDER SEALED ORbERS?SUPPOSED DESTINATION,
PICKENS Oil SUMTER.

The United States steamer Harriet Lane, Captain
John Faunce, sailed from ber anchorage off the
Battery yesterday morning at ten o'clock, flying
the American ensign instead of the revenue flag, as
heretofore.

'1 he destination of this vessel is said to be Fort
Sumter or Fort Pickens, but of course it is merely
conjecture. The commander received directions
last Saturday to get everything in readiness for
sailing at a moment's notice, and having got the
final word ''to go," put off yesterday, as stated
above, with sealed orders.

THE BROOKLYN NAVY YARD.
The United States sloop-of-war Savannah was

yesterday taken into the dry dock, where she will
undergo a thorough overhauling. The Roanoke,
which was taken out on Saturday, has a large
force at work on her, but the work on the Wabashand Perry was temporarily suspended and the
men drafted from them to assist in securing the
Savannah in her present berth.

RESIGNATIONS IN THE ARMY SINCE MARCH 26, 1861.
Major T. H. Holmes, of N. C., Eighth infantry.
Captain E. K. Smith, of Florida, Second cavalry.
Captain M. B. Johns, of D. C., Third Infantrv.
First Lieuteuant W. D. Pendar, of N. C , First

dragoons.
Second Lieutenant Jas. P. Major, of Mo., Second

cavalry.
Second Lieutenant' Jos. P. Mintur, of Va.,

Second cavalry.
PREPARATIONS AT BOSTON.

Four "War Vessels Fitting Out at Charles-
town .\av y Yard.

The Boston Journal of Saturday evening gives
the following account of the war preparations at
the Charlestown Navy Yard:

The increased activity in the Naval Department
of the Federal Government begins to be felt at the
Navy Yard in Charlestown. Orders were received
thereon Thursday to fit the steam-frigate Minne-
sota for sea as soon as possible. There are now
over eight hundred men employed in the yard, the
larger part of them upon this vessel. The force of
workmen has been increased one hundred within a
day or two.

The Minnesota is a fine steamship of 3,200 tons,
mounts forty guns, and her complement is six hun-
dred men. She was built in 1855 at Washington,
and has made one cruise to China. She returned
in 1859, and since that time has been lyiog in her
present position. A month willsuffice to get her
in readiness for sea. The Mississippi will be the
flag ship of Commodore StriDgbam, who, it is sur-
mised, will command u,e home squadron. The |
other principal officers are Captain' Van Ilrunt of
Boston; Commander Augustus L. Case ofN. Yo k..
Commodore Stringhain is expected at the yard the
first of Dext week.

The steamship Mississippi, which willcarry four
nine-inch guns, is in process of preparation for sea.
She is of 1,700 tons burthen, and was built in 1841.
A short time only would be necessarv to put her in
complete trim. The Colorodo, a war steamer of
forty guns, and of 3,400 tons burthen, is likewise
nearly ready for sea. The brig Bainbridge is al-
ready fitted, and awaits her officers and men. Or-
ders were transmitted to prepare this vessel a!
month ago. She is 259 tons, carries fix 32's, and
70 men, when fully armed.

It is not known at the Yard from what quarters
tile men are to be obtaiued for the Minnesota, or
the other vessels in readiness, or to be preDared for
Bea at the Yard. At this naval station there are
rbout one hundred marines and a few in the receiv-
ing ship. Orders, however, were received from the
department to-day to commence the enlistment of
recruits.

ACCIDENT TO A YOUNG GIRL? The Danger ofHoops. ?On Fidav last an accident occurred at

the Virginia Faper Mill, by which a young girl
named Ellen McGraw came near being instantly
killed. The girl had only been employed in the
mill a few days, and everything was consequent!' -
new to ber. She was engaged in what is called
the dustiog room of the establishment, and was
volu'mniously crinolined. Approaching too near a
shaft attached to a fly-wheel, her skirts suddenly
caught, and she was instantly pinned fast to the
shaft, and in this way was carried round the wheel
some seven or eight times, each revolution wrap-
ping her clothing tighter about her, and tearing
them from her person. Luckily she was caught so
high up on the shaft that her bead could not strike
the wall. But for this her head must have been
crushed and battered into a shapeless mass. The
engine was stopped as BGOD as possible, and the
girl extricated, which was only done after a good
deal of difficulty. She was discovered to be badly
bruised and cut, and it was feared she bad received
internal injuries which would prove fatal. She
was at once carried to ber home in the vicinity of
the mill,and medical aid called. On Saturday
hopes wero entertained of her recovery.? Wheeling
Intelligencer, April8.

Is IT A COMET??ATETO York, April 7. ?Will you
do our good citizens and science a favor by kindly
inserting the following additional news respecting
this straDger comet? Yours, Ac.,

A. E. THATCHER.
The comet which was discovered in this city on

Thursday evening, 4th -inst., at 11:12 o'clock, had
moved up to 11:12 o'clock on Saturday evening,
6th inst., about 1 degree, 25 minutes, It had in-
creased a little in brilliancy. It was then about 1
degree 25 minutes northwi at of the twin double
star, which is four degrees from Z, or Grummium,
in the constellation of Draco. Its approximate
plaee then was R. A. 17 boar* 40 minute*; Dec, If,

[ 67 degree*.? COß, AT. Y, Herald.

THE DAILY EXCHANGE.
BALTIMORE, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1861.

WASHINGTON RUMORS.
[Extract, from the Correspondence of the Northern Jour-

nals.l
THE PLANS OF THE ADMINISTRATION.

Atlaß they have determined to enforce the laws,
and to do it vigorously; but not in an aggressive
spirit. When the Administration determined to
ordei Major Anderson out of Fort Sumter, some
days since, they also determined to do so on one
conditi ri, namely, that the Fort and pronerty in
it st-ouiti n ot be molested, but allowed to remain as
it is. The authorities of tbe Confederate States
would not agree to this, but manifested a disposi-
tion lo get possession of tbe fort and United States
propirty therein. Tbe Goyernment would not

subnit to any such humiliation.
It was immediately determined upon to keep

Maj' * Anderson in Fort Sumter, and to supply htm
with proyisions forthwith. A portion of the fleet
which,should have left the port of New York last
night, will reach Charleston to-morrow, for that pur-
pose.

3'Lere is no desire to put additional men in the
fort, unless resistance is offered to the al tempt to
furiish Major Anderson with supplies. The fleet
will not approach Charleston wiib hostile intent;
but in yiew of the great military preparations
aboit Fort Sumter, the supply vessels will go pre-
pare! to reply promptly toany resistance of a war-
like character that maybe offered to a peaceful ap-
proach to the fort.

Tie responsibility of openinp the war will be
j thrown upon the parties who set themselves in de-
fiance of the Government. It is sincerely hoped
by ffie Federal authorities here, that the leaders
of foe secessionists will not open their batteries.

Qtptair. Talbot conveyed instructions to Major
An4erson from the President, that his Government
wouli supply him forthwith, and in the event that
the vessels performing that duty were fired upon,
to opm bis batteries, and the Government would
sustan him at every hazard. This is the stern con-
dition of things.

The companies of flying artillery, cavalry, and
dragoon corps, and sappers and miners, are destined
for T sxas. at the request of Governor Houston, to
prevent tbe invasion of that portion of the United
States by M exic s, to repel Cortinas, put down the
Indians, antj quell insurrection It is said that the
people of the State will welcome the federal troops
and swell their ranks.

A portion of the fleet are destined to I'ensacola
ana other points in the Gulf. Other vessels will
join the Gulf Squadron as soon as they can be got
ready.

Recruiting is fast going on, and I am authori-
tatively assured that at least filty thousand volun
teersvillbe offered from the free States in a few
days. Action was to have been taken in the Penn-
sylvania Legislature to day on an appropriation of
half a million of dollars to put the State upon a war
footing.

Governor Dencison, of Ohio, pledges the sup-
port of that State to aid the Administration in car-
rying out a vigorous policy. He returns home im-
mediately to execute his pledge.

It is expected that a conflict at Fort Sumter will
create a terrible sensation throughout the country;
but the Administration do not mean to be the ag-
gressors. They will only act upon the defensive.

The moment the President ha 3 any official
knowledge that a blow has been struck he will
issuta proclamation calling Congress together, in
which he will make same startling announcements
to the country, showing to the people of the South,
as well as the North, a state of facts the most ex-
traordinary ever known.
REFUSAL OF TUB ADMINISTRATIONTO RECEIVE THE

SOUTHERN COMMISSIONERS.

The Southern Commissioners to day received
the reply to their official communication to the
Sttte Department, declining to recognize them in an
official capacity, ignoring the existence of tbe Con-
fedsrate States Government, and refusing to ac-
knrwledge them as more than so many gentlemen
from their respective States. The official note, to
which this paper from the State Department is a
reply, it will be remembered, was written soon af-
tertbe arrival of the Commissioners in Washing-
tor, but the reply was not pressed, on an intima-
tion that the government desired time. Since
thin there ba3 been a scries of communications,
or parlevings, carried on between the Coinmis-
sioaers and the Government by distinguished citi-
zets, the object of which was to reach a pacific so-
lution, the Commissioners exhibiting thereby an
earnest desire to keep tho peace between the sec-
tions.

n the meantime, the struggle has been going on
between the war and peace wings in the Cabinet.
Recent events having proved the triumph of the
wrr policy, the Commissioners had no other re-
soirce but to press for an answer to their note.

?bc rejoinder to the Commissioners will close
thtir mission, in which they will expose the treach-
ert and imbecility ol the Administration.

"hus it appears the country is to be precipitated
inf> civil wer, merely to gratify the insatiate and
bit.er abolition wing ol the Republican party.- It
retrains to be seen whether the great moneyed in-
terests of New York will permit tbem to do so
without caliing the attention of people to the fact.

Despatches received here to-day from Cbarles-
toi state that General Beauregard, owing to the
uteatisfactorv condition of affairs at Washington
and the North, has called for several thousand
volunteers.

THE WAR FEELING.

the Southern Commissioners are busy in prepa-
riig an ultimatum to be published to the world in
support of the rectitude of their intentions, and
tbi President is getting readv a proclamation to
give to his countrymen one more chance to return
to reason and peace, before they invoke the hor-
rors of civil war.

The excitement in regard to the activity of the
War Department is on the increase, which is not

lessened by the arrival and departure of special
missengers at the White House?the only means
of r-mvevin.? information that the President will
tr'u. t.

.Ob "miuIiLIUANS EA OKU IC_ ..AD.
The advices received here by mail and telegraph,

since the u.iddit> ot last ot, afford positive proof
that the supposed sounding of the war trumpet by
the Administration has found a hearty echo among
the Republicans of the North. From all parts of
the free States enthusiastic approbations of the
adoption of a more vigorous policv, and earnest

assurances that the body of the people will sustain
the Administration in it,are literally pouring upon
the President and members of the Cabinet.

CAPTAIN MEIGS.
Captain Meigs, when be left here with his body

of mecianlcs, did not give his own family a hint
where he was going. The wives and parents of
tbe meibanics are exceedingly anxious to learn
their deitination. The workmen were engaged at
two dollars a day, and all other expenses paid.?
The C'lftain intimated that they wonld not be ab-
sent mote than six or eight weeks, but they were
engager without condition as to time or destination.

IHE VACANCY IN THE SUPREME COURT.

The President will not act upon the Supreme
Court vacancy at present. It is reported that an
effort it making to induce Mr. Chase, Secretary of
the Treisurv, to accept the vacancy created by the
death o'Judge McLean, and that Mr. Chase has
expresstd himself favorable to the position. It is
doubtfii if the appointment is made until after
Congress meets, when an effort will be made to
make tvo circuits of the one recently assigned to
Judge UcLean. It is quite large enough to divide.
Amongthose mentioned to succeed McLean, are
Swayn), and Judge Gholson, of the Supreme
Bench 5f Ohio. The latter will be backed by the
entire lar of Ohio, and by Senators Trumbull,
Fessenien and Crittenden. Judge Logan, of Illi-
nois, amember of the Peace Convention, is also
backed by the bar of his State.

MR. COR WIN.
Hon Thomas Corwin, Minister to Mexico, has

receivjd his instructions, and left for New York on
MondiV afternoon. From thence he will proceed
to Nev Orleans, and then take passage for Vera
Cruz. In a public conversation to-day, he freely
expresed his opinion that trc üble at the South, of
a verj serious nature, was inevitable.

JOHN M. BOTTS AND THE PRESIDENT.
JohqM. Botts, in his interview with the Presi-

dent, urged the calling of a National Convention
and tie recognition of the independence of the Con-
federrte States in the event of their refusal to
abide by the conclusions of the Convention.

MISCELLANEOUS.
The War Department concluded a contract to-

day fr a large quantity of powder, the most ne-
cessary article among the munitions of war.

Ward H. Lamon, of Illinois, has been appointed
Marshal of the District of Columbia.

W. S. Wood, of New York, the cicerone of the
Presidential party from Illinois to Washington, is
down upon Mr. Lincoln's slate for Commissioner of
Public Buildings in this district.

Senators Gwin, of California, and Bayard, of
Delaware, are about to visit Montgomery, Ala.

Lieut. Howard, of Baltimore, of the 3d regiment
of artillery, resigned his commission last week.

[From the New York Times .l
THE PRIVATEER STORY?IMPOSTURE AND

CRIME EXPOSED.
An apparentlv half-cracked individual, calling

himself Capt. Wyatt, his been hoaxing the public
with an absurd narrative of the organizing of
twenty vessels as a privateering fleet on this coast.
The new United States District Attorney has also
bad the "facts" mysteriously laid before him.?
Wyatt. it seems, without giving his name, applied
two vreoWo ago to CDaitertne scuoouei iviuggoiu,
belonging to Capt. Israel Merritt. He represented
that he wished to intercept a vessel from Boston at
Sandy Hook, of which he was captain, and agreed
to pay SIOO for the vessel for three days. The
brother ot Capt. Merritt states that Wyatt brought
onboard three women and a little girl, an old
man and some half dozen boys. The only baggage
they had was an old trunk, a chicken coop with a
few bens, and some household rubbish of no possi-
ble value, and no provisions. They went down the
bay with the party and remained at anchor in the
Horse-shoe for two days and nights, the wind being
to the eastward. During this time Wyatt tried to in-
duce Captain Merritt to go with them to Cape May,
but le refused to do so.

At no vessel appeared and affairs began to look
verysuspicious, Capt. Merritt, who is a brother of
the rwner, brought tho party to the city,and land-
ed asortion of them, by request, at Hoboken. As
Wydt had not a dollar to pay for the vessel, and
his luggage was worthless, Capt. Merritt reported
the :ase to bis brother, who is the agent of the
Bdad of Underwriters, and he went down and
drow the remainder of the crowd ashore, losing his
chaner and the provisions they had consumed for
threi or four days.

Fom some revelations obtained through the wo-
man Wyatt is supposed to have a relative living in
Moble, and being "dead broke," it is supposed, he
hadidopted this method ot getting-thither, intend-
ing o steal the schooner, after, perhaps, commit-
ting* crime similar to that of the pirate Hicks to
obtrn full possession of her.

Ids supposed by the captain that the possession
of tie young woman, who was a daughter of the
old >lks, also of the party, was one of the motives
implling Wyatt to this strange adventure. They
are elieved to have come from Yonkers. Perhaps
sombody in that village may throw some light on
the abject.

Tit only way to account for the story of Wyatt
is uion the theory that he wishes to cover up the
villinyof a deep-laid scheme, or to put in circula-
tionl ridiculous story for mere mischief. He had
bettr give Capt. Merritt a wide berth.

TbsE SNAKES.? The Washington correspondent
of tb New York Herald says:

"tie Dead Letter Department of the General
PoslOffice was the scene of great consternation
yeslirday afternoon. Upon emptying some bags
justlrrived from Florida, two copper-head snakes
sudbnly emerged from their contents to the in-
tens fright of the officials. The reptiles were
killfl alter an exciting scramble. Comment on

I thi-dastardly piece of veDge&nce is unnecessary."
lion inquiry we learn that no such "snaix" have

rested the Dead Letter Office; but there is an im-
prelion afloat that on Friday last, in opening some
bag containing dead letter matter, at the City
Pos Office, a couple of snakes were found and
killld, as stated. As, however, the City Post Office
offiials poh pob the whole story, there is probably
noting in it.? Washington Star.

Iriday next, tbe 12th of April,will b the anni-
Teftary of Henry Clay'* birthday,

EXTRACTS FROM THE SPEECH
OF FHE

HON. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE,
Delivered in the

HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 1861,

IN COMPLIANCE WITH AN INVITATIONOP THE

LEGISLATURE OF KENTUCKY.

After referring to the invitation which had been exten-
ded to him by the Legislature, and to bis personal eflorts
at Washington, Mr. Breckinridge proceeded as follows:

Mr. Speaker, we stand now in the presence of a broken
Union. A separation of the States has commenced, and
has been carried forward to a certain extent. The causes
of that separation ought to be briefly considered before we
come to consider the manner in which the Union may be
restored, if that be possible. It seems to me, sir, if I may
be allowed to make a few general observations, that diffi-
culties in which we are now involved have not sprung up
suddenly. The withdrawal of seven States from the Con-
federacy has not been the work of politicians alone, or
tbe impulse of a sudden madness, or tho ebullition of
blind rage.

Great communities ofmen do not so act. W c all know
that men are prone to suffer while evils are tolerable,
rather than alter the forms to which they are accustomed.
I speak without reference to the merits of the movement
I refer to, but with reference to the (acts. It broke out
with volcanic force; but the causes that produced it had
been growing, as the chemical causes that produce vol-
canic eruptions have been long preparing in the bowels
of the earth.

It seems to me, sir, that the causes of our present diffi-
culties are to be found in the radical differences which
exist ainoni? the people in regard to the character of the
Common Government. The dominant party in this
country hold in theory, and carry out iu practice, the
idea that the Common Government is a government made
by the whole people in the aggregate and as a unit.?
They fail or refuse to recognize the prominent and dis-
tinctive existence of the several States as parties to the
Federal compact. Hr-nce they speak continually of the
people, and of government by the people. They say, are
you not willingthat the majority shall rule? What ob-
jection have you to the expression of the willof the DIH

joritj-?no matter in what form that majority shall de-
termine, or in what manner the will of that majority is
ascertained? It is a sufficient answer to your objection,
they say, that this is a people's government, and you
must bow to the will of the people or of the majority of
the people. In all this, sir, the existence o. these States
is ignored.

The eminent gentleman, now the President of the
United States, declared upon a recent occasion in a pub
lie address, substantially, that the States hold the same
relation to the common Government that the counties of
a State hold to the State itself Accordingly they are
prone to attempt to administer Federal affairs between
the states, precisely as the Legislature of a State willad-
minister the affairs to each county within its borders.?
Growing out of this is a proneness to ignore constitution-
al limitation, and to do in the several States just what-
ever the dominant party may desire to do. Growing out
of this is a claim to monopolize all the Territories in the
United States. It is vain to make a constitutional argu
ment ?vain to appeal to the practice of the Government?-
vain to appeal to the decisions of the judicial tribunals
of the land. They will tell you that the willof the na-
tion is against it. The majority of the people in these Con-
federate States being in favor of excluding nearly one-
half of their brethren, and having the numerical power
to do so, they propose to do so in accordance witfi the
vicious theory which they entertain and of which I have
spoken.

Ispoak of this difference as one of the causes which has
tended to produce the present condition of Federal affairs.
It is one which willhave to be argued in Kentucky, be-
cause it is of the nature of political differences to work
themselves out to their ultimate causes We will have to
determine whether this is simply a popular consolidated
government or a limited confederacy with constitutional
limitations?a government made by the several States.

I hold the theory contained in the Kentucky Resolu
tions of '9B. which, I believe, have been endorsed and ap-
proved by the great majority of all political parties at one
time or another?that the Federal Government is a com-
pact of government between the States; that it is not the
final judge of its own powers, since that would make its
discretion, not the Constitution, the measure of its pow-
ers; but that, inthe last resort, each must judge for it-
self of the mode and manner of redress. As we determine
that, we determine other questions?questions of treason,
questions of allegiance, and other questions that may
arise in the progress of the existing difficulties

I do not hold that any party has a causeless right to
break up or withdraw from the Government. Ido not
hold the right of a State to dissolve its connection with
the Union by causelessly breaking the compact. What
I mean to say is, that a State can judge for itself of the
mode and measure of redress. Its confederates have
rights, and may also judge of the mode and measure of
redress. If the magnitude of the difference be such that

it leads to a collision, there may be bloodshed, but the
bloodshed willbe between two governments, and the cha-
racter of the contest willbe warm. Those taken prisoners
are not to be hung as traitors, hut are to be held as pri-
soners of war. This is one of the important questions
which willgrow out of the decision of the question which
now agitates the countrj'. Hence,sir, holding these opin-
ions, while I have loved, and do love, the Common Gov-
ernment under whose Constitution I was born; while I
willadhere to it with fidelity, Dd co-operate in measures
to restore it to its pure original principles, I hold that the
ultimate action of my State is my action?her destiny is
my destiny; that I will share it with her; and that in
going withher I do not feel that I am a traitor to any
other government; I do not feel that I owe that divine al-
legiance which willcause me to run the hazard of being
hung by one authority or the other, according as each may
get possession of my person.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the Federal Government
was intended for a confederacy of States, and inthe lan-
guage of the Constitution, went into operation between
the States ratifying the same. We can get along with
this Common Government as a confederacy. We can get
along with itas a consolidated popular government We
have various interests at stake. We are, in many re-

spects, a various people. We have the Purityns in New
England, and we have almost a different race in many
parts of the South. Wje have a German element so scat-

tered over some of the Northwestern States that it nearly
controls them. The States are possibly capable of being

united ina confederacy for a few and limited purposes,
but that is all. Why, if it were as the Administration
holds?if a majority of the non-slavcholding States, for
example, putting aside the limitations of the Constitu-
tion, being the final judges of their own powers?if they,
by forming themselves into a g vernment, can control
us, what kind of a government is this? It is the most
extraordinary non-resident despotism that ever existed
among men. Not only is it a despotism, but an alien,
non-resident despotism. When it assumes a party form:
When a political sectional party, uniting in themselves
all the poffcrs of government: whan taV* fhM Tv\
ecutive Chair; the Senate, and the House of Representa-
tives; when they reform, to use their own language, the
purposes of the federal and judicial tribunals?here you
have a President, a House of Representatives, and a Sen-
ate, all elected on sectional grounds?it is an alien gov-
ernment, the worst that ever cursed the world.
THE CRITTENDEN RESOLUTIONS AND PEACE COXGRE33 I

PROPOSITIONS REVIEWED.
The declaration in the provisior.s of the Peace Confer-

ence resolutions, that Congress ought to pass laws more
effectually to secure to each State the rights and privile |
ges of the several States, is the germ, I fear, of aggres- j
sive and unconstitutional legislation on the part of a sec j
tional majority against the rights 'and interests of the
Southern States. I confine myself to the territorial as-
pect of the resolutions. Mr. Crittenden's resolutions upon
that subject are clear and explicit.

"In all the territory now or hereafter to be acquired
north of latitude 36 degrees and 30 minutes, slavery or
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment f>r crime,
is prohibited; while in all territory south of that line
slavery is hereby recognized as existing, and shall not be
interfered with by Congress, but shall be protected as
property by all the departments of the territorial govern-
ment during its continuance. Allthe territory north or
south of said line, within such boundary as Congress may
prescribe, when it contains a population necessary for a
member ofCongress, with a republican form of govern-
ment, shall be admitted into the Union on an equality
with the original States, with or without slavery, as the
Constitution of the States shall prescribe."

That is clear and explicit Everybody can understand
it. By constitutional provision, in all the territory north
of agi.enline slavery shall be prohibited. Clear,am-
ple, broad, unmistakeahle language. By the same reso-
lution. in all the territory south of a certain line, invol-
untary servitude shall be recognized as existing, and
shall be protected. Equally clear with the other mea-
sure, just and reciprocal.

Lei us seethe language of the Peace Conference resolu
tions upon the same subject

"In >-11 of the present Territory of the United States
north of the parallel of 36 dtg. 30 min. north latitude,
involuntary servitude, except as punishment of crime,
shall be prohibited. In all tike present Territories south

of that line the status of persons held to involuntary ser-
vitude or labor as it now exists, shall not be chang d. nor
shal Iany law be passed by Congress or the Territorial Leg-
islature to hinder or prevent the taking of such persons in
the States of this Union to said Territory, nor impair any
rights arising from said relation, but the same shall be
subject to the judicial cognizance of the Federal Courts,
according to the common law."

That is clear and explicit, and unmistakeahle as the
kindred language in Senator Crittenden's.

It is stated in the report made to the Government of
Kentucky that the only substantial difference between
the two sections is that the section of the Peace Conference
does not provide for the acquisition of future territory.
That is an important omission. It is a question that
should be settled finally, and for all time. We expect to
expand?we know we do. In settling our present diffi-

culties let us not patch up a temporary settlement, leav-
ing us to renew these convulsions at no distant day. One
of the great advantages of the Territorial plan pioposed
by Governor Crittenden was, that, if adopted, it was a
final, eternal settlement of the disputes between the
North and the South on the questions growing out ofAf-
rican slavery.

But that was not the only difference. The report goes
on to say:

"With this exception, the proposition to divide the ter-
ritory is the same in the amendment proposed by the
Convention and by Mr. Crittenden's proposition. There
is a difference of language in some respects between the
two sections.but they both mean the same thing?that is,
African slavery."

If that was so, and the Crittenden Resolutions were
known all over the country, and had been approved by
Kentucky and other States?if it was the same in inter-

est and meaning?why not adopt that which was famil-
iar to the people and had received the endorsement of the
people of the States? The Conference Report goes on to
say:

"The expressions used in Mr. Crittenden's section: That
slavery is hereby recognized as existing south of that
line, was objected to by some, as it might be constined
mat H uueuut to esmolisn smvery in tift territory by a
constitutional provision."

But the meaning of the language does not justify such
an inference. To recognize the existence of a fact is not
to establish that fact by law. No, gentlemen, it was a
quibble on the part of the Northern delegates to that
Convention. They never intended to commit their people
or themselves to any form of language by which prop-
erty in African slaves should be recognized in any terri-
tory. They have been true to that undying principle of

their political party all the time. InCongress aDd in the

Peace Conference they give such phraseology to their res-
olutions and measures that they are not committed to re-
cognize, in any form, property in African slaves under
this Common Government of ours. That is the reason
they object to the language of the resolutions of my (lis
tinguished friend. They did not regard it as the same in
meaning and intent. I will tell you why they objected to

it. It is said here:

"It may be well here to state what is the status of per-
sons held to involuntary service or labor inall the Ter-
ritory of the United States south of 36° 30'. By the law
of New Mexico, which covers the whole of the Territory
south of that line, African slavery exists by Territorial
enactment, protected by the Constitution of the United
States. The laws of the Territory protect the right of the
owner, provide remedies, civil and criminal, for injuries
or violation of such right as completely and effectually
as itis protected in the State of Kentucky."

The argumeut is that the resolution declares that in
the present territory south of that line, the status of per-
sons held to labor shall not be changed, without deter-
mining what that status is.

Now, what follows ? The law of the Territorial Legis-
lature, and its legal effect, has been the subject of discus-
sion from the beginning. Now, Mr. Lincoln sends judges
out to the Territory of New Mexico to determine this
status?judges appointed according to his politicalprinci-
ples, to determine this status upon the principle that the

normal condition of all the territories is one of freedom,
and that neither Congress, nor the Territorial Legisla-
ture. nor individuals, have a right to give it existence.?
That willbe the decision of his judges under the status
resolutions. It Is ambiguous, inconclusive,unsatisfacto-
ry and deceptive. After giving away four-fifths oi all
the public domain as a concession to peace, to be put off
by a dodge, to be put offby a declaration that the status

shall not be changed, but shall be determined and admin-
istered according to the course of the common law?the
dispute existing as to what that status is?bv judges who

hold that neither Congress, nor a Territorial Legislature,
nor individuals, have a right to recognize slavery in the
Territories of the United States.

I would rather have nothing at all. I would rather
stand upon the old Constitution, and fight it out, than
take such an abortion as that; and then, after we had been
pared down, cut down right and left, to addpt. simply for

the sake of phraseology, a thing that it is said meant the
same thing as Governor Crittenden's, taking about twice
as many words to express it. Senator Crittenden's pro-
position had the advantage ofcondensation.it is admitted.

But after being cut down in this way, giving a whole
empire to the North?prohibiting, in express terms, our
people from ever sharing any part of it; giving, in return,
a suit at law to be determined by judges against us as to
the remaining one-flfih?even then it could not receive
the votes ofmore than one third of the Northern Slates in
the last Congress. There were fourteen Northern States
represented there. Five voted for this emasculated pro-
po-ition.

Out of twenty-one or twenty-two States, but nine voted
for it?four being Southern Senators. And that, gentle-men, is the proposition upon the Territorial question, cut-
ting out all after-acquisitions; leaving us in this deplora-
ble position as to new States; and even in that form re-
ceiving but one-third of tbe Northern States; and rejected
by Congress. These are the proposition* that I am told

I io??i5 eo ii!e i0 'F'ntucky are to adopt as a means of re-
I ceivlng their rights,and recalling the seceded plates In
I m y opinion that proposition, look at it how you may,

I means disunion in its worst sense, and nothing else; be-cause we know itwillnever restore the Union of States.
1 JIl9anlo "'? Permanent separation of the seven se-ceded States-and compelling the border States to choose

| their future destiny.
POLICY OF THE REPUBLICAN- PARTYI desire, in telling what I believe to be mournful truthto state what I consider the present policy of the domi-nant or Republican party. I any to you, air. that so farfrom intending to make a thorough, fair and honest set-

tlement of national troubles, they are engaged to day in
devising plans by which they hope to secure to them-
selves, and ultima ely to their principles, all the border
slaveholding States of this confederacy.

You have seen in the public press an account of an in-
interview between a leading spirit of this Administration

and a delegation from Illinois about the time of Mr Lin-
coln's inauguration. It is the key-note, in my opinion,
of the policy of that party. He declared to them then,
substantially, that he had had < cca>ion heretofore to call
their attention away from the L Tnion, which was not in
danger, to the principles of freedom, which were in dan-
ger; but that now. having secured the principles of free-

I dom, he contemplated calling their attention away to the
consideration of the Union, which is in danger. Without
indicating a purpose to surrenderor yield in the slightest
degree in regard to the essential principles of their or-
ganization, they are the loudest in proclaiming the old
Constitution?that Constitution which they have for
years been perverting.

It is not the policy of the dominant party to surrender
a single one of their distinctive principles, unless com-
pelled so to do by a general outbrt-aK of the people. But
they intend to shift the matter from the question of Re-
publican principles to the question of Union, and to
secure the fruits of their triumph by the abused name of
the I nion of the Stales. For this purpose they propose
to use the border States. To day, instead of devi-ing
some broad and general plan to unite these States, they
are engaged in the dirty business ofdividing out Federal
offices, and devising schemes by which they may attack
and debauch these very States that have made the best
and noblest efforts to save this Confederacy.

Look at the character of the Administration. The
most radical, uncompromising anti-slavery men in the
United States are connected with it. and are prominent in
its counsels. The Senate itself is organized upon the
very principles of abolitionism?the most thorough, radi-
cal anti-slavery man in America controlling the entire
organization of that Senate. As to its course in the
appointment of the men who are sent to represent this
country abroad?one man is sent to Austria, who not only
spits upon all your constitutional rights, but publicly de-
clares that he must have an anti-slavery Bible, an anti-
slavery Constitution, and an anti-slavery God. A Ger-
man, from the edge of the lakes, is sent to Spain, to ie-
place a Kentuckian; a man that spouted from one end of
the country to the other, principles that would destroy
any government on earth. As Consul General to Canada,
this Administration has sent the most notorious, long-
lived abolitionist in the United States?a man that hasfrequently declared that not onlydoes he not feel obliged
to carry out he onslitutioual proviston for the rendition
of fugitiveslaves, but that he has frequently aided and
assisted slaves in escaping from their masters. This man
glories in the violation of constitutional law.

THE UNCONDITIONAL UNION PARTY.
Raise the cry of Union withont condition, and you

have the result. These men who will reject adjustment
measures, ajid refuse to take a manly, open stand upon
the ground of settlement, which they believe themselves
to he less than the measure of constitutional right, and
at the same time declare they are for the Union and the
Constitution, are in effect the kind of men who, in their
purposes and motives, are the very worst of disunionists,
because they pursue acourse that makes the permanent
disruption of the certain. They pursue a course
that insures the permanent dissolution of this Union, and
insures the connection of this Commonwealth with aNorthern Confederacy as a free State The men who are
I nion men, in the true sense of the word, desire to agree
upon some plan of adjustment which may unite the
States. They are more entitled to the name of constitu-
tional men than those who desire to see Kentucky remain
in the Union without terms, and without conditions.?
What, then, would be our condition?

Let us suppose that Kentucky and her associate States
?those most intimately connected with her by geogra-
phical position and interest?take no ground in favor of
a thorough and substantial basis of adjustment, we all
know that half the South will he gone?gone forever.?
There willremain some six or seven slave States, having
thoroughly surrendered, having given up every thing
they have because it is "obnoxious to Northern States,"
as the phrase now is. These States are left like an army
in the field with both flanks exposed, with nearly all their
trade gone; with nearly a quarter of a million of slaves
in their midst, that cannot go either to the North or to the
South; laboring under the pressure of a high tariff, while
the more Southern States are prosperons under a low tar-
iff; compelled, perhaps by the nineteen free States that
overmaster them, soon to join them, and insist on the
formation of a Northern Confederacy of twenty five
States?compelled, under those circums-ances, to furnish
funds and forces to harass, and possibly subjugate, the
States below; that is the prospect that opens before our
beloved Commonwealth, unless she pursues a course that
accords with her own glorious history?a true, brave and
manly course.

Then comes upon us immediately, instantly, theqnes
tion of.emancipation. The South is cut inhalf, then,
and there are nineteen non-slavehohling States to six
or seven slaveholding States?the government practi-
cally administered wi'houtconstitutional limitations, in
a spirit of anti-slavery fanaticism; for what loyal North-
ern man could stand up in the North, when half of the j
South was gone, in defence of the constitutional rights of
so poor a fragment as would remain ? We would fall be-
neath the aggressive power of an overwhelming party.?
Itwould become instantly a question of emancipation in
Kentucky. A powerful party would rise here for the pur-
pose of carrying forward such a movement. Mr. Speak
er, it would succeed. It is horrible to contemplate, and
nothing less than decision and courage will prevent us
from seeing these spectres in the future as powerful re-
alities. A party in Kentucky will be raised to put iu
practice the workings of emancipation, whether with or
without compensation I cannot say; If withcompensa-
tion, itwillprobably be a mere nominal matter. But
there is even a higher question than that of pecuniary
interest involved I have said that the Southern States
willnot allow the slaves to be carried there, and the North
willnot allow them to be carried into their midst.

Aside, then, from the questions of property, you willj
have a quarter of a million ofslaves thrown upon the soil 1
ofKentucky?a political and social curse. Then, sir,
you willsee trouble in the State. It is a social question
as well as apo itical one. It is one in w ich every white

man in Kentucky has an interest. If time was allowed
I think I could undertake to show that the non slave-
holding white population of Keutucky have as deep an
interest as any other people in resisting and preventing
that accursed policy, which is to bring emancipation into
this country, and to throw two hundred and fifty thou-
sand negroes on the body of socie'y.

WHAT KENTUCKY OUGHT TO DO.
Thcu, sir, I say it seems to me that if the State of Ken-

tucky refuses to plant herself upon some position that is

suitable to her own history and character; ifshe refuses
io iicwauu suuciluiig kko nifty reasonably n'-k, and ask

without bringing a blush of shame upon hercheejc, some-
thing that she may offer her brethren in the North and
her brethren in the South, she may prepare for whatever
vortex chance may prepare to receive her in. At the end
of the Territorial controversy she may look upon the ru-
ins of a departed Confederacy, herself shorn of her pow-
er, a miserable fragment of an anti-slavery Union.

I hold that in entertaining these sentiments lam a
friend of the L nion of these States. I confess that to me
it is strangely incomprehensible how well-informed gen-
tlemen can take such grounds?that they willfall below,
far below, all measures proposed by the propositions of
my distinguished friend, yet declare they are par excel
lence. Union men, when, if they will reflect, th-y must
know that the effect of their policy is to make the separa
tion of the States eternal Will it not be our policy to
try a course which may bring back the Confederate
States, upon which we can say we feel that we can main
tain rur position, our substantial rights upon this basis-
stand long, plead long, to reunite all the States??is it

not better to pu sue that policy, and propose such a plan
which we can get. if it is fiimly,bravely and respectfully
demanded from the North, ifwe can get anything?

Now, Mr. Speaker, it appears to me. sir, that if the
States of Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and the other
States I have indicated, were to take the propositions of
Governor Crittenden?even make them stronger, ifyou
choose; because if you can ever get it off of the fanatical
basis, and put It upon a political basis, it willbe right, I
am sure.

Take them ?offer them to the North and to the South?-
hold them out to both sections?offer the olive branch to

the North and to the South?try to reunite all these States
upon this basis; say to them, gentlemen, we were members
of a Confederacy of thirty-four States, that has broken ID
parts; we hold ourselves free to say how far it shall be
broken. If we find it impossible to reunite you upon
terms that we think you can reunite with honor upon,
then it i9, sir, that I hold that the Commonwealth ofKen
tucky would be perfectly free to pursue whatever course
her people may think consonant with her interest and her
honor.

If there be a mode possible of restoring these States, it
is not by pursuing a course of timidityand surrender.
The interests ofKentucky, Virginia, Missouri and Mary-
land are much the same. The interests of Kentucky,
Virginia and Tennessee are so intimately connected that
it would be impossible for one of them to pursue a course
that would not affect ttieotlier.s. They must co-operate.
They must work together. I believe they are disposed to
co-operate in one loyal, patriotic effort to preserve the
Union of the States. I take it for granted that all parties
in the State of Kentucky desire to see a conference of the
Border Slaveholding States, for the purpose of uniting
their councils, and proposing some plan of adjustment to
offer to the North and the South, as a basis of reconcilia-
tion aud peace.

THE PHILADELPHIA AIAHYLAND ASSOCIATION. ?A

stated meeting of this Associat ion was held yester-
day evening, in their room, the Rev. J. W. Kra-
mer, President, in the chair.

The Corresponding Secretary was not present,
but ale ter was received from him suggesting the
propriety and practical usefulness of a reading
room and library, and that a committee be ap-
pointed to take the subject into consideration.

The following gentlemen were named as the com-
mittee Dr. J. D. Knight, Alessrs. Sloan, Cohen,
Stanton and Granger.

It was moved by Mr. Naylor that the nature and
objects of the Association, to which all Maryland-
ersare invited, and the names and residences of the
Executive Committee, be advertised three times
(once a month) in each of three paper?the North
American, Inquirer and Ledger.

The constitution was examined by nearly every
member, and it certainly gave general satisfaction.
An impression had gone abroad to the effect that
the Association was of apolitical natore. Nothing
could be mere erroneous,for article VIII.says that
"no political or religious subjects shall at any time
tw lutioduceti Into'tbe meetings." The Association
is social, friendly aud charitable, anil whenever a
reading-room and library shall be established, it
will,no doubt, partake ot a literary character. On
the subject of charity we copy article V. :

Sec. 1. Any native of Maryland, in the city of
Philadelphia or vicinity, who may be suffering for
want of friends, may make application to the Exe-
cutive Committee, assured that his brother Mary-
landers willbe found ready to extend whatever as-
sistance may be advisable.

After two or three other new members had been
received, the meeting adjourned.

We subjoin a list of the officers:
President?Rev. J. IV,Kramer.
Vice-President? M. Hall Stanton.
Corresponding Secretary?Dr. J. 1). Knight.
Recording Secretary?H. floliyday, Jr.
Treasurer?James M. Stevens.
Executive Committee ?Thomas Watson, Chair

man, John D. Watson, W. B. McAtte, G. J Xay-
lor, Harrison Dixon.? North American, April 9.

KISGS OF ITALY.?Victor Emmanuel II is by no
means the first monarch who has borne tho title of
King of Italy. He has had no less than seventy-
two predecessors in this respect. Among the most
illustrious of those sovereigns were Theodoric the
Goth; Charlemagne; the Italian Arduin, and Xa-
poleon. Five only belong to the Italian nation : j
Berenger 1., Duke de Frioul (88S); Guido, Duke j
de Spoleto and Camerino (889); Berenger 11., Mar.- |
quis.d'lvrea (950); Adalbert, his son (950); and j
Arduin Marquis d'lvrea (1002); Berenger 11. is j
one of the ancestors of Victor Emmanuel. The de-
scendants of bis son Adalbert, alter having long ;
wandered in exile, came to Savoy. Amedeus 111., i
in 1108, took the title of Count, which Atpedeus
VIII., in 1191, changed into that of Duke. It was
in 1875 that Victor Amedeus 11. took the name of
the King of Sardinia, borne by eight sovereigns,
including the last, Victor Emmanuel 11., on whom
the Parliament has just conferred the crown of Ita-
ly. This title has not been taken from the time of
Chatles V., in 1530, to Napoleon 1., in 1805.

DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT COINS IN NEW ORLEANS
The New Orleans papers report the discovery of a
collection of old coins in an ancient Spanish house
in the Second District of that city. The story runs
to the effect that an old negro woman had com-
plained frequently to her mistress about an evil
spirit which haunted the place, tloor, walls and
ceiling of the kitchen, to her great terror and the

destruction of her rest at night. On Sunday night,

March 24th, this woman locked hersell m the

kitchen with her little grandson, and began a

search for monev, which she naturally associated

with the spirit. "She dug under the hearth and (lis-

covered a heap of old silver coin, the value ot which
has been estimated by a broker at 51,670. Who

buried the money mo >t remain a mystery. The
money, of course, falls to the lady living in the
house.

The Savannah Neve bestows a Btting'notice upon
tbe "first eaDnon ever cast in Georgia." It is a
twenty-four pound howitzer, and weighs 1,700
pounds, beautifully modeled and highly finished.

PRICE TWO CENTS.
I From the. Philadelphia Ledger ]
GAS AND GAS METERS.

The freqjient disputes which arise between gas
companies and their customers as to the accuracy

? of the meters, seem to require that a different sys-
tem of inspection should be established. Gas com-
panies are, and from the nature of the case must be
to a great extent, monopolies. That is, it is but sel-
dom, even in the most crowded cities, that two
companies can and do supply the same streets, or
have the right to lay down their pipes in them.?
The result is, that every family wanting gas is
either obliged to submit t the rates and regula-
tions imposed on them by the company, or go with-
out. After a house has been fitted up at the ex-
pense of from one to five hundred dollars, and the
inhabitants have once got used to this light, and
are without conveniences for any other, the threato * company to cut off their supply makes them
ready to submit. The first thing that the Legisla-
ture should do where a monopoly exists for the sup-
ply of so necessary an article as light, is to regulate
the price of it. Ihe next thing to have the quali-
-7 r

inspected, to see that customers are notdefrauded by being lurnished with gas of only halfthe proper illuminating power. A'e have known
instances where gas from the same works has at
times, required the addition of lamps to get a sup-
ply of light sufficient to read by of an evening.

Again, the gas-meters are all the property of the
companies; they purchase and pay for them, and
of cnurso the makers see to it that there are no
mistakes agaiDst the company. But it is well
knoivn that there often are mistakes the other way,
and attributed to falsely registering meters.?
Large consumers would find it worth while to have
a meter of their own, properlv tested and inspected,
and have the gas pass through that also. But there
ought to be a law passed for inspecting these me
tera whenever a customer chooses to call for if, for
a trifling price; and if at any time an error or fraud
is found, let an exemplary line and damages, pro-
portioned to the error, be paid by the company totho consumer or consumers. Each town or city
could pass such an ordinance of inspection for itselfand its own protection. A gas company makes
each consumer bind himself to allow the gas to be
cut off if all the bills of the company are not paid
within a proper time. This looks fair, but the
working ot it is, that if any one is disposed to be
troublesome or test exorbitant bills, the company
cuts off'his gas aod need never bring an action
against him. They have the monopoly. Now the
law should provide ihat consumers who are willing
to give security to stand the result of a suit, shall
be allowed to do so without incurring the risk of
having their supply of gas cut off

The accuracy of gas meters is a subject whichhas been very largely discussed recently in Eug-
land. The result ot that discussion seems to be
embodied in the following practical conclusions :

"No meter ought to be put up in any public or private
dwelling, factory or store unless ithas passed through
the hands of a competent inspector, who should give acertificaie that the nteier registers accurately the amount
of gas which passes through it. Meters may be manu-
factured that will not register more than half the gas,
and at ain they can be manufactured so as to vary a hun-
dred feet in a thousand, and yet give no indication that
they are recording incorrectly. While such is the fact,
there is no place where ihe consumers can have their
meters tested, except at the manufactories, which are
under the control of the gas companies, or at the office of
the latter, ilow, then, if thegas companies should make
out their bills fifty percent beyond the amount of gas
consumed, can the consumer test the accuracy of his
meter? As they are managed at present, this is impos-
sible, and this subject, so long neglected, should receive
the attention which it deserves.

"With regard to regulating the consumption of gas,
more judgment might be used, and the consumers would
find that, while they received the same amount of light,
their bills would be materially reduced. Meters should
be placed iu warm situations, where the temperature is
uniform, for the hydrocarbonic vapors, which are the true
source of light, are condensible, and a meter containing
four or five per cent of these vapors willdeposit more or
less of them in going into a cold meter and passing
through cold mains. Old burners should be changed for
new ones, for the longer a burner is used the more gas it
willconsume. These and many other facts would be-
come known, if we had inspectors of gas and gas meters.
The gas companies are aware of them, but it is not for
their interest to divulge them.

"The modes of arriving at the comparative amount of
gas produced by different kind? of coal are various, and
ithas been found that a mixture of certain kinds will
yield a gas which the companies can supply at a great
profit, and which the consumers accept without com-
plaint. But if the latter knew how much better gas
could be and ought to he made, they would demand a
better quality, even if the company dividends should be
materially lessened."

YANKEE ENTERPRISE IN LONDON. Mr. George
Francis Train, alias "Young 1 America," has at last,
after much battling with church-wardens and othej
parochial authorities, got his footing in London.?
It perseverence surmounts all difficulties, then Mr.
Train deserves that his efforts should be crowned
with success. He has managed to keep up a con-
tinual agitation about his pet scheme, and his
name, as well as his wild telling speeches, are fa-
miliar to the British public. London is now made
to resemble the chief cities of America by the ac-
tual beginning of tramways and horse-cars running
upon the highways. The spot selected to begin
with i 3 that portion of the Oxford road which lies
between the Marble Arch and Porchester Terrace,
Baysvrater. There is only a single line of rails
laid down on the southern side of the way, next
the Park, with a riding here and there. To-day
three cars were running. Thev started soon after
ten o'clock, and they were tilled both ways. A
scattered crowd, rather dense at each of the termi-
nations, was collected for the greater part of tne
day. I noticed in the cars several men who were
active in public life, some connected with railway
engineering, and a good number of Americans.

Early in the afternoon Mr. Train gave a turtle
lunch to an immerse assemblage of notables at St.
James' great hall, in celebration of the day.?
There were present members of Parliament, mem-
bers of the press, municipal authorities, magistrates
authors, artist, engineers, <&c., &c. Five-minute
speeches. Chief topics of tho speakers?the tram-
ways, the secession at the South, and the Anglo-
American alliance?all freely debated, with a strung
spirit of fraternization ? Cor. N. Y. Cost.

THE LOUISVILLE DEFALCATION?A WOMAN IN THE

CASE.?If there was at any time a lingering hope
among the friends of Mr. S. L. McClelland, the
missing Tax Collector, that he was no defaulter, it
was dissipated yesterday. Further developments
leave no doubt, we are informed, that he has ab-
sconded. An examination into his affairs showed
his indebtedness on March 9th to have amounted
to $56 501. He has since paid to the School Fund,
56,500, to the City Treasurer $13,000, and to the
Commissioners $2,000, leaving an indebtedness of
$34,713. This willbe reduced slightly by the un-
paid listed bills.

His conduct has been somewhat singular. On
the dav of his departure Mr. Ray, Chief of Police,
offered to raise him SI,OOO, but, although he then
must have concluded to take his departure, yet he
refused to accept it. It is not improper to say that
he has been in trouble for months about bis pecuni-
ary affairs, and partly owing, it is reported, to
pretended friends to whom he loaned money. His
habits, however, it is believed, were the main
cause of his disgrace. It is said he lost large
amounts of money at cards, but of this we know
nothing positive.

Common rumor likewise assigns to him a "design-
ing and pretty woman," other than his wife. And
furthermore, that the lady has disappeared quite as
mysteriously as the Collector.? Louisville Courier,
April 6.

THE DANGEKS OP THE NEAPOLITAN STREETS. ?The
thelts aud assassinations in the streets of Naples
have recommenced; it was hoped that this curse
was at an end. Not a night passes that one does
not hear of three or four cases, even in the most
frequented places, and not at very late hours. Hut
to these cut-purses and cut-throats it r ally matters
very little whether their attempts be made infrej
quented or lonely spots, in the night or 'he middle
of the day. The theft is generally managed after
this fashion: One robber, armed with a revolver,
but more commonly with a dagger, plants himself
before his intended victim, whispers to him, "keep
silence, or you are a dead man; give up your purse
and the money in your pocket." When, as in most
cases, the booty is given up, it is immediately
passed on to an accomplice stationed behind the
thief, and the latter seldom fails to take off his hat
and make a polite bow on parting from his prey.
Should the person thus robbed attempt to arrest

the thief, be run 3 the risk of being assassinated,
and if he should escape that danger, there is a
chance of his being compelled to pay heavy
damages to the thief, in whose possession the stolen
goods are never found.? Naples Cor. of the Morn-
ing font.

A NEW YORK COUNCILMAN REFUSES TO ANSWER
HEFORE TUE GKANO JURY. ?The grand jury of the
New York Court of Oyer and Terminer came into
Court on Friday, and said they had put the follow-
ing question to Mr. George Alountjoy, which he
had refused to answer:

"From whom, if any one, during the last three
years, have you received money for the purpose of
influencing action upon matters pending before the
Common Council 7"

The Judge decided that this was a legal and pro-
per question, and that Mr. Alountjoy was bound to

answer it. Air. Alountjoy asked tor time to consult
counsel, which was granted. In a few minutes, Mr.
AI. sent word to the Judge that he was prepared.?
Thereupon the question was read in open Court bv
the foreman of the grand jury, when Alountjoy said,
"I decline to answer." A commitment was at once
made out, and Air. AI. was removed to Eldridge
street jailby Sheriff Kelly.

CURIOUS CAUSE BEFORE THE QUEBEC COURTS.?
There were two brothers of the name of De Blois;
one was a Judge at Gaspe, the other a proprietor
on the South Shore. The Judge was unmarried?-
the proprietor married. .Many years ago, they ex-
changed letters, whereby t..ey mutually agreed that
the survivor should enjoy all; the married brother
occupied a farm which was vested in the name of
the Judge. He during the last fifteen years ex-
pended a large sum, building on and improving
the farm. Some fourteen months since the Judge
was suspended for insanity; recently he died at
Quebec. The married brotuer was only notified ot

the Judge's sickness in time to reach the house at
Quebec, and find him dead?all the property sealed
up and claimed by the Archbishop of Quebec, who
even claims the married brother's farm, in virtue
of a will made by the Judge, after he was suspend-
ed for insanity.

KOBE OF THE EMPEROR OF CHINA.?A court robe of
the Chinese Emperor, sold from the plunder of Pe-
kin, has been received in New York. It is thus
described: ?Its form is similar to the old Roman
toga, of a sup rbly heavy green satin, lined with
yellow silk, which in China is the imperial color,
worn only by the royal family. The robe is almost
wholly covered by a grotesquely rich design in
needle work, representing golden dragons revelling
in a sea of polychromatic embroidery.

STEALING COPPER BOLTS FROM A NAVY YARD.?

Some of the employees at the Brooklyn Navy-yard,
on Wednesday, made an attempt to carry out a
large quantity of the Government property, in the
shape of copper bolts, amounting in value alto-
gether to some six thousand dollars. They

ferred to De carrying cut two barrels of shavings,
but the watchmen thought the horse had a heavy
load, and the trick was discovered.

A SUPPLY TRAIN MISSING. ?It is said that a gov-
ernment supply train for Fort Buchanan, loaded
with $50,000 worth of property, has been driven
over tbe line into Sonora by those having it in
charge. Tbe train is nowhere on the road, and
had not been seen after passing Burro Canon,
some twenty miles this side ot Fort McLane. Ap-
plication w ill be made to tbe Sonora authorities
for the arrest of the thieves and return of tbe
property.

Not long ago the New York Tribune asked why
no attempt is made in the South to arm 'he blacks
and organize them into military companies. °ren "

tice answers the question in his usual way, thus:
"\v by should black companies and regiments be

exposed in war when niggers are worth sl,ooo

apiece?"
Mrs. Veronica Knauer, a ynj married wo-

man, recentlv hanged herself in New Or earn, be-

cause her husband chastised her for infidelity.

Ex-President Millard Fillmore has accepted an

invitation to preside at tbe Unitarian Festival in

Boston in May next.


