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WASHINGTON, Sunday, July ?
Tne fallacy of subjugating the South by wth-

holding - from her the usual supply of coal jlry
goods and drugs, is now apparent to the Nortfern
Administration, Nor has the closing of their prts,
the employment of idle mercenaries in the sitae ol

a large standing army, and the "glorious tews

items" of New York and Philadelphia journal in-
timidated the rebels-iu Ihe least. We daily rear

of advances of Southern troops lo aid tbe Vrgi-

nians, and withal their movements are conduted
so quietly, that perhaps but lew Virginians kow

the actual force and their disposition, even on leir

own soil.
The State and Treasury Departments are n a

state of great confusion, and the heads thereolap-
pear to be much perplexed. It is evident hat
France, least suspected, will have cotton, if shsbas
to force the blockade; while we all know that the
supply notv in England is limited; there reioins
but little at the North, and four millions of ltrfisb
subjects are dependent for their daily bread con
tbe manufacture of this great Southern staple-

The Secretary of the Treasury is in doubt a. to
the realization of his pet projects of raising (I v-
ernment funds. It is believed that the Senate till
oppose a direct taxation of a people who can'be
only constrained to aid in tbe present unholy tu-
sadt; while the special revenue tax proposed by he
Secretary will meet with violent opposition in (it?
House, some members of which branch having tl
ready framed bills lor the repeal or amendmentVj
that monstrosity?the Morrill Tariff. This, notwith-
standing that both Senate and House are willing
that the war should be immediately commenced OS

a grand scale. I have to chronicle another outrage,
or more properly, two of them, by Lincoln's cu{
horts, alike disgracing to nature and christianitv]

On Saturday morning early, a New York Z iuavj
of tbe late Colonel Ellsworth's Firemen, was at tlj
house of one Margaret Mitchell, of low repute, Si

Maine avenue, above 4Ji street, and while stapl-
ing at the door was quarreling with a party in t|e
house about gaining admittance. Finding wo|ls
fruitless, the soldier (7) drew a pistol and snapffd
it at (he pattv in the house, who retaliated j-y
shooting the Zouave, killing him. All the parlli_
in the house were arrested, .and the matter passld
from the public mind, when, after an alarm of lie
vesterday afternoon, it was ascertained that tb
Zouaves, assisted by soldiers not belonging b
their regiment, had fired the house and two othep
adjoining it, and prevented any one from attempt
ing to extinguish it. While the tire was yd
burning, a body of Cavalry (Second regimen
Lieut. Ash) dashed down the street and throug
the crowd of quiet and inoffensive spectators, slash
ing with their sabfes right and lutf, and inflict
ir.g on several bystanders severe wounds; nor wa
their gallant ardor cooled here, for in a vacan
space opposite the burning buildings were severa
small children playing, who were heroically chase
by these mount, d "yeoman of Ihe North," wit
sabre and carbine, and the children were gallantl
routed alike from their sport aud the field.

At six o'clock last evening all three houses tverd
totally destroyed.

NOTE -The Cavalry have returned to their quar-
ters without the loss of a mau.

The Secretary of the Treasury's proposition to

abolish or curtail the Iranking privilege, as a source
of revenue, meets with illfavor in the House. Re-
publicans, as a body, have always voted for it, anc
on Friday Mr. Yan Wjck gave notice of his inter*
tion to introduce a bill to allow the captain of eacl
company in the United States service to frank th<
letters of all his men, and that ollicers and soldieir
should receive all letters free of postage. Mr. But
nett, of Ky., was the only member present who ob-
jected to the bill being put npon its passage it
that time.

Considerable numbers of Tennessee, Arkansas
and Kentucky troops are now concentrated at
Memphis and other points on the Missis-ippi. It *

conjectured that they will either be thrown intp
Missouri to aid Gov. Jackson, or are intended lot
an expedition against Cairo. In anticipation of
such movements, the neighborhood of Cairo it
being daily strengthened by the Federalists, whiU
Gen. Lyon has extended his line in such a manner,
he believes, as Gov. Jockson's retreat may be
cut off*.

The New York 17th regiment, Col. Burke, ar-
rived here yesterday at 1.30. While at the depot
they drank much whiskey and indulged among

themselves in a game of fisticuff's.
The 71st New York regiment is now at the Navy

Yard. They leave, on Tuesday or Wednesday next,
either for Mathias' Point or Fortress Monroe.

The Federal troops advanced tbi3 morning one
mile beyond Falls Church.

At Fairfax C. 11. the Confederates are stati-med
with two regiments and eleven field pieces. They
are now prepared to defend the road from Vienna,
the Falls Church road, and the River road leading
from Alexandria.

On Saturday the Maine regiment, over one thou-
sand men, with two heavy batteries of artillery, 1
crossed the river into Virginia. On that day, also,
the 19th and 28th regiments (N. Y.) started for
Harper's Ferry. The 12th New York regiment
left to-day at 2.30 for the destination.

The 34th regiment, New York volunteers, who
arrived here on Friday night and were quartered
in Woodward's building, started for an encamp-
ment north of the city to day.

The Mozart regiment (New York city), Colonel
R' illv, which arrived here yesterday, arc to go to
Virginia on Wednesday.

The soldiers are making constant arrests of s>'*-

picioua parties. On Friday two drunken men ur
rested a deaf-mute, a pupil of the Columbian Insti-
tution, "on suspicion."

The report (Federal) of the Confederate loss at
Martinsburg tias Deen greaiTj uvmatcd m> the
killed, wounded and prisoners. A gentleman just 1
from there informs me that he supposed he saw all
the prisoners, and that instead of there being more
than 200, there were but five. The same genti*
man stfites that McMnllin': Ranjrny ti-.aeln

rowdy firemen) were appointed
column by Gen. Patterson, but that on the iifo..-'
rush of the Confederate cavalry they broke, and
each running for a tree, ensconced himself. This
action of the Rangers is credited through the
Northern journals as a peculiar mode of fighting.

The Message does not excite any c unment in this
city, the points set forth therein being already ex-
hausted by the Northern newspapers. Even the
partizans of the Administration, many of them,
studiously avoid arguing many palpable weakness-
es contained in the document.

WASHINGTON, July Bth.

It is ascertained that the new MilitaryDepart-

ment composed of the State of Missouri and all the
Territory west of the Rocky mountains, is to be
under the command of Major-General Fremont.

Yesterday a party of five men, belonging to Col.
Clarke's Mozart (N. Y. city) regiment, went into
the lager beer shop of a Frenchman, on the Island
near the Capitol, and shortly after were all seized
with pains indicating poison. Three have since
died, and the other two are not expected to live.

Capt. Mason (brother of the late Senator Mason),
of the 63d Virgiuia Artillery, while removing his
household effects on yesterday morning, was ar-
rested by a detachment of Connecticut volunteers.
Accompanying him were nine negroes, four horses
and four mules. The arrest took place near Falls
Church.

The Rhode Island batteries practised with their
eight pound, James' patent, field pieces at the
monument on Saturday. The guns had a range of
little over a mile. The projectile used was the
eleven-pound percussion bomb.

The 38;h and sth New York regiments have gone
to Harper's Ferry.

The Ist Maryland, and 15th Pennsylvania regi-
ments are at Fiederick, Md.

The 30th New York regiment arrived here yes-
terday.

on. Lyon, with 1,700 men, left Bonneville on
the 3d instant, lor the neighborhood of Cairo.

Toe 71st New York regiment goes down the
river to-night; destination supposed to be Alexan-
dria.

The commander at Fort Pickens has sent for re-
inforcements. An attack by Gen. Bragg is daily
expected.

A soldier yeeterdav firing his musket in the
street, near B and streets, neariy caused the
death of Mr. J. Q Smith, who was standing in the
yard of his house. The ball passed through the
fence and grazed the skin of Mr. Smith.

An attempt was made yesterday to fire the dis-
reputable mansion of Miss M. Hall, on the Island.
It appears that the proprietress refused to admit a
party of New York Zouaves, who endeavored, as
stated, to revenge themselves. 4

A noticeable feature of the paintings in the ro-
tunda is the removal of the excellent portrait of
the venerable Roger B. Taney, Chief Justice of
the Supreme C urt.

A large number of Southerners are now in dur-
rance at Cincinnati.

Professor I.a Mountain's balloon arrived at Falls
Church on Saturday night last.

Thomas Curry is the name of the Zouave killed
at the disreputable house on Saturday morning.

A geutleman from Alexandria this" morning re-
ports nothing of moment.

There is yet no sign of any intention to hurry
through the business of the session. There will
probably be no important business transacted until
the latter part of this week, and Congress willpro-
bably continue in session for three weeks yet.

SPECIAL.

rCorrespondence of the Daily Exchange.]
More Despotism?lllght of Prayer Bellied--

A CUtircli Closed by Order ofa Vnitei! States

Officer?Tlie Iron Heel of Despotism Press-
ing Hard 011 the Necks ofa Captive People.

ALEXANDKIA,Va., July Bth.

To a people once accustomed to euj.iy the fullest

liberty, oppression goes hard. Our sins against
the assumed power of Abraham Lincoln have been

most heavily visited upon us, and deep is the wound
indicted upon the people by the iron heel of des-
potism. Daily are the cords tightened, and daily
are we made to feel the authority of kind "protec-
tors." The Northern arms never meet with the
slightest reverse ?never run foul of a pig-pen, or a
masked battery?that our community is not made
to feel deeply the wroDg that has been done, in
daring to obstruct the passage of our "protector*"
on their journey to Richmond.

Yesterday the cup of our humiliation was Oiled
to the brim, and an insult offered to humanity and
Christianity, which must meet with a rebuke from
the powers at Washington, as it will doubtless re-
ceive the frown of One who is greater than them
all, and in whose hands are the destinies of all. A
large congregation assembled on Sabbath morning
at the Second I'resbyterian Church, to hear the
Rev. James Turner Lefiwicb, one of the most
eloquent and able divines in the church?a man of
mark, and one beloved by our whole community.
Combining as be does, in an eminent degree, true
piety and real bravery, be has more than ever since
our late troubles began entrenched himself in the
love and esteem of our people?and there being
but two other churches, out of the nine or ten in
the city, open, his is always crowded, and among
the congregation are invariably a number of our
protectors, drawn no doubt to the church Irom curi-
osity and as spies, as the sequel proves. Mr. Left-
wicb has never in his'sermons in the remotest de-
gree introduced political topics, but has, ever since
the occupation of our citv, and the absence of our
brothers, fathers, and friends, who have gpne out
to fight (or their firesides and liberties, with char-
acteristic Christian fortitude, prayed fervently for

theoi and for the success of our cause. For thus
givngexpression in prayer for Ihe Southern Con-
federacy and our soldiers, he was arrested on com-
ing out of the pulpit by Orderly Fairbanks, and
taxen before iris colnnelship Heintzleman, who,
judging from the fantastic tricks he sometimes per-
forms, has not been accustomed to the exercise of
much authority. In the presence of so much pow-
er and buttons, it was of course supposed that Mr.

1 Leftwiob, measured by their own standard, wonld
have bent the knee, asked pardon for his grave of-
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LATEST NEWS.

FEDERAL

TELEGRAMS.
A Skirmish?Army Movements, etc.

WASHINGTON, July B.?There was a skirmish last
night hotwem the pickets of theEighth battalion of
the District of Columbia Volunteers, under Major
Gerhardt, and Ihe pickets of the Confederate forces
on the other side of the Great Fails. The fo/mer
lost one man. The enemy, concealed in the bushes,
were fired at, with what effect was not ascertain-
ed.

A detachment of 300 recruits for Ihe Maine regi
ments, also 150 horses for baggage trains, reached
Washington this morning.

It is the impression here (hat Representatives
Carlile and Vjtn Winkle, of Parkersburg, will be
e'ected United States Senators by tbe Legislature
in session at Wheeling.

Tlie .?Skirmish at Great Falls.
WASHINGTON, July B?P. M.?Further intelli

gence from Gerhardt's District of Columbia Vol-
unteers at Great Falls has been received. Two ol
his men were killed, and several wounded, in the
ski'mish of yesterday. The secessionists had a
body of cavalry. Tbe parties were separated by
the Potomac, but kept up the fight at, intervals
throughout yesterday. A company of Texas cav-
alry weut up this morning from Washington. |

From Alexandria.
ALEXANDRIA, July B.?Reports from all the

camps and outposts represent all quiet to-day, and
no movement whatever has yet been made. The
weather is intensely hot.

Locomotive No. 165, which was sunk in the Po-
tomac some weeks ago, has been successfully raised

and brought ashore in a slightly damaged condi-
tion.
Despntclir* to President Lincoln Sent by n
Flft oT'i'rncr from tile Confederate Army.

WASHINGTON, July B.?The latest report from
Arlington is that Major Taylor, of New Orleans,
arrived at th ? camp ol the Bth New York regiment.
Col Ljon, this afternoon, under a flag ol truce,
with despatches for President Lincoln. He was
detained there awaiting further orders and was
last from Manassas Junction.

It may be proper to state that the visit of the
H >n. Hmry May to Richmond, was not superin-
duced by the Government, and it is at last proba-
ble the despatch- s brought under the flag of truce
are from him. Their character has not transpired.

Washington Items
WASHINGTON, July B.?The death of Senator

Douglas will probably bo announced in both houses
of Congress to-morrow. Among the designated
speakers lor the occasion is Mr. Crittenden.

The steam transpo-t Cambridge, which brought
Colonel Cass' Massachusetts Regiment hither, has
been purchased by the Government, and is being
fitted up as a gunboat.

Twe itv-one members of the New York First Ger-
man Rifle Regiment, refusing to tako the arms al-
lotted to them, but insisting upon having rifles in-
stead, were this evening put under arrest and con-
veyed to jailwhere they now are.

SOUTHERN ITEMS.
LOUISVILLE, July B?The Governor of Tennessee

lms hern regularly notified that no more trains on
the Nashville road willbe permitted to go into
Tennessee until the stolen cars and locomotives
have been restored.

The Courier of this morning has aD advertise-
ment notifying citizens of the opening of a recruit-
ing office lor the Southern Confederacy.

An Arkansas paper names Jeff'. Davis and Albert
Pike as President and Vice President of the Con-
federate States.

Memphis papers say that many deaths are occur-
ring in Camp Cheatham, Nashville, from measles.

The South Carolina regiment has left'Manassas
Junction to return home, their time of enlistment
having expired.

LATEST FROM FORTRESS MONROE.
i Correspondence of the Associated Press*]

FORTRESS MONROE, July 7, P. M. ?The steamer
Susquehanna is being towed up the Roads bv u gun-
boat; one of her shafts is broken. Tbe Cumber-
land will sail for Boston within 48 hours. John A

Kasson, First Assistant Postmaster-General, and
Charles it Sedgwick and Theo. M. Pomeroy,[mem-
bers of Congress from New York, are at Old Point
to-day. Young Raymond, a son of tbe principal
of the Chesapeake Female College, came in to-day
as a deserter from the secession armv.

FKOil WESTERS VIRGINIA.
A Battle Near at, Hnud.

BUCKUANNON, Julv B.? A dispatch received here
savs thai Gen. McClellan'scolumn is within one mile
ofLaurel Hill, where the Confederates under Gen.
Garland are posted. A battle is probable within
twenty four hours.

BUCKUANNON, July B.?A courier has arrived
from Webster who reports that four companies of
the 19th Ohio regiment at Glenville, about forty
miles distant to the southwest, are besieged by a
picket regiment of Virginians and fifteen hundred
militia under 0. Jennings Wise. Col. Tyler, of
the 7;h regiment, has marched to their relief from
Weston, and the 10th regiment, Col. Lvtle, has
just gone forward to their rescue from this place.

FROM MISSOURI
ST LOUIS, Julv 7.?The Missouri Slate Conven-

tion has be-u officially called to meet at Jefferson
Citv, July 22.

The 13th Illinois regiment of Volunteers, Col.
W \ man.renched here from Caseyvillethis evening,
and maichedto the I'acific Railroad depot, whence

ttie v go to join Col. Giegel's command in the south-
west.

The 20th Illinois regiment, Col. Marth, arrived
Saturday, and went into quarters at the Arsenal,
whence ihev will probably proceed South by the
Iron Mountain Railroad.

Colonel Williams's 13th Illinois regiment left for
Rome yesterday, lullv equipped for a long march.

Gen. Lyons's command was two davs on march,
31 miles south of Bonneville, on the 4th.

Several officers of Lieut blood's bittalion of the
Cih Missouri regiment, which went down to Iron
Mountain ou a scouting expedition on Tuesday have
returned, and report the death of one captain and
three privates of the secessionists in a little skir-
mish near Valley Forge on the 4th.

The Federals surrounded Farrington on the night
of the 3d, and the next morning thoroughly search-
ed the town and administered the oath to some 50
of its citizens. The troops then marched to Bitot
Knob, where thev encamped, waiting for the Gth
regiment from Illinois, when it is thought they
willmarch South.
A Billfor the Collection of tlie Revenue, etc.

WASHINGTON, July B, One of the biils submitted
by Secretary Chase, with his report on the finances,
coniains features similar to those in the bill report
ed during the secoi d session of the late Congress
bv Mr. Bingham, of Ohio, and commonly known
as the "Force Bill." It places in the hands of the
President the military and naval power to collect
revenue in cases where there are unlawful combi-
nations against the laws of the United States, au-
thorizes him to close disloyal ports by proclama-
tion, and provides for carrying on trade with any
part ola State (as in the case of Western Virginia),
in favor of which Ihe S-O'etary of the Treasury, as
well as the Postmaster General?with respect to
commerce and postal accommodations?have al-
ready acted.

The contract for supplying the War Department
and its various bureaus with stationery for the en-
suing fiscal year has been au-arded to Philp & Sol-
omana of this citv.

Captain Van Vliet, it is said, has been removed
as quartermaster from Fort L-avenworth, and Cap-
tain Easton appointed to the place.

It is a noticeable fact that Oen. Pomeroy, Sena-
tor from Kansas, has chosen the seat formerly oc-
cupied hy Mason, of Virginia, and hi 3 colleague
(Gen. Lane) that of Jelf. Davis.
Destruction of tlie Boston Bailrotul Depot at

East Albany.
ALBANY,Julv s.?At about seven o'clock to-

night a tire broke out in the freight house at the
Boston Depot, at East Albany. Soon after the
alarm was given the Hilars were seen bursting
forth in large volumes, and spreading with great
rapidity, until Ihe whole line of the building was
one sheet of fire. So fierce was Ihe conflagration
that nothing could be saved. From this side of
the river the sight was very grand. Five canal
boats and steam dredges which were in the slip had
no lime to get afloat, and the persons in them
barely escaped with their lives. The destruction
of property embraces two large freight depots,
the passenger depot, the ticket office, the elevator,
fifty-four car loads of freight, eight car loads of
live hogs, five canal boats and one valuable freight
bridge. The long passenger bridge was partially
saved; the'canal boats were all loaded with grain.
The destruction of property cannot be less than
from $390,000 to $400,000. There are rumors
that some lives were lost. About sixty men were
in one building that burned so rapidly as to render
escape Very difficult. Mr. Fairchild, one of the
superintendents of the freight department, who
vras endeavoring to save the books, was badly
burned about the face and breast. Several men
jumped into the creek; some.it is supposed, per-
ished in the building, and two. firemen were in-
jured by a collision between two engines. The
whole dock was burned, and so entire was the de-
struction that everything at the depot is swept
clean.

The loss hv this fire will exceed half a million of
dollar?. '1 he building? that were destroyed cost
the company over 5400,000. Up to a late hour ru-
mors prevailed ot loss of life, but nothing certain
on that point has yet transpired. The company
had no insurance.

DEATH OF THE SULTAN OF TURKEY.? The death of
Abdul Medjid, Sultan of Turkey, is announced in
the news by the Great Eastern. The Sultan was
born May (I, 1822, and consequently at the period
of hia death was thirty nine years old. At the
death of hrs father, Mabmoud 11., in 1839, Abdul
Medjid ascended the throne. He found the alfairs
of ttie Empire in itlmnst inextricable complication,
and his naturally weak und pliable character would
have secured his overthrow, but for the interven-
tion of England and Germany against Mebemet
Ali, who had led Egypt into revolt, and the Sul-
tan's Grand Admiral, who treacher usly surrender-
ed all his fleet to the enemy. Bv the treaties of
1840 and 1841, Turkey was admitted into the politi-
cal system of Europe, and from that day the Sul-
tan has been passive in the hands of western diplo-
macy. He was happily not one of those weak
characters who refuse to be moved as well as to
move.

Bv advice of Reschid Pacha, bis Vizier, a mostenlightened and able Turk, he made many impor-
tant reforms in the administration of justice, the
tolerance of religion, the educational system, and
the financial levies of the empire. He ottered a
nobly sacred asylum to the relugees of Hungary,
and rather than violate a Mahomedan's traditionalhospitality, ran the ri-k of a serious war. For thelast ten years of his life he has been destroying hisnerve and brain bv dissipation ; and his long ex-pected death has at last come, as the result of thatcourse. AT. Y Evening Pott.

PARTIAL FAILURE OF THE COFFEE CROP IN THE
BRAZILS.? We have received files of ltio Janeiro
papers with dates to May 25. The most important
item of news we find is that a disease has attacked
the coffee plants in some localities, and the new
crop in those places will be entirely destroyed. The
farmers are naturally very much alarmed. The
river Misericordia, iu the province of Minas, has
been found to contain diamonds, and numbers of
men have gone to try their hand at diamond
buntißg.

The Jews sutler many hardships in several
countries ofEurope, but social exclusiveness is fast
disappearing there and every where. The Bavarian
Chambers have repealed tbe laws which forbid
Israelites from entering certain professions, and
tbe Archbishop of -Munich and the Bishop of Angs-
burg voted with tbe President of the Protestant
Consistory for the proposlwc",

TBimi SSVHIQ (MItSS-SPKCIAI SESSION.
SENATE.

\V AEHIINQION, July B.?Senate met at 12 o'clock.
After prayer by Mr. Sunderland and the reading of
Saturdaif'a pmceedings, Mr. WADE ofl'ered a joint
resolution that the Secretary of the Treasury be
directed to remit all duties and imports on all arms
imported aince the Ist of May, which have not ac-
tually been paid, and on all arms which may be im-
ported prior to the Ist of January, 18C2, for the use
of any State which in good laith is aiding in sup-
pressing the rebellion now waged against the
United States. Referred to the Committee of Fi-
nance.

Mr. HALE presented a petition for the relief of
Roger Jones, who commanded at Harper's Ferry,
and was obliged to destroy public and private pro-
perty there, and of volunteers in the service of the
United States. Referred to the Committee on Mili-
tary All'airs

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memorial of
the Chamber of Commerce of New York in rela-
tion to harbor defencts. Referred to the Commit-
tee on MilitaryAffairs.

The VICE PRESIDENT stated that he had a mfiuo-
rial from the Wyandotte Indians, which would be
referred to the Committee o,n Indian Affairs.

Mr HALE moved that a special committee of three
be appointed by the Chair to report the feasibility
of so altering the present Senate chamber as to
make it convenient for the accommodation of the
Senate.

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Military
Alfairs,reported back the jointresolution legalizing
all the acts of the President,at the same time stating
that the committee had concluded that the purpose
ot the bill could be materially aided by the future
introduction of other b lis for the same purpose.
Laid over.

Also, the bill authorizing the employment of vo-
lunteers in enforcing the laws and protecting pub-
lie property. Laid over.

The Senate then adjourned.
STANDING COMMITTEES.

Mr. FKSSENDKN stated that he had given notice
yesterday of his intention to move to proceed to
elect the members of the various standing commit-
tees; but that, after consultation, a satisfactory list
having been made out, he would offer itas a whole.

The following is a list of the committees as at
present composed :

On Foreign Relations?Messrs. Sumner, Colla-
mer, Doolittle, Wilrnot, BrowuiDg, Folk, Breck-
inridge.

On Military Affairs and the Militia.?Messrs
WilsoD, King, Baker, Lane of Indiana, Lane of
Kansas Rice, Latham.

On Finance?Messrs. Fessenden, Simmons, Sher-
man, Howe, Pearce, Bright, McDougall.

On Naval Affairs Messrs. Hale, Grimes, Foot,
Sherman, Thomson, Kennedy, McDougall.

On Commerce?Messrs. Chandler, King, Mor-
rill, Wilson, Ten Eyck, Saulshury, Johnson of
Tennessee.

On the Judiciary?Messrs. Truuihuli, Foster,
Ten Eyck, Cowan, Harris, Bayard, Powell.

On Post Offices and Post Roads?Messrs. Col-
lamer, Dixon, Wade, Trumbull, Rice, Bright,
Latham.

On Revolutionary Claims?Messrs. King, Chand-
ler, Wilkinson, Hale, Nesmitb.

On Public Lands?Messrs. Harlan, Bingham,
Ciaik, Pomeroy, Johnson of Tennessee, Rice, N'es-
mith.

On Claims?Messrs. C'ark, Simmons, Howe,
Wilmot, I'omeroy, Polk, Thomson.

On Private Land Claims?Messrs. Harris, Foster,
Sumner, Polk, Bayard.

On District of Columbia Messrs. Grimes, Dixon,
Morrill, Wade, Anthony, Kennedy, Powell.

On Indian Affairs?Messrs. Doolittle, Wilkin-
son, Cowan, Foot, Lane of Kausas, Harlan, Nes-
mith.

On Patents and the Patent Office ?Messrs. Sim-
mons, Sumner, Cowan, Thomson, Saulsburv.

On Pensions?Messrs. Foster, Bingham, Lane of
Indiana, Howe,-Wilmot, Poui rov, Saulshury.

On Public Buildings andGrouuds?Messrs. Foot,
Anthony, Chandler, Bright, Kennedy.

On Territories?Messrs. Wade, Baker, Wilkin-
son, Hale, Browning, Johnson of Tennessee, Breck-
inridge.

On Engrossed Bills?Messrs. Lane of Indiana,
Morrill,Latham.

To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of
the Seoalo?Messrs. Dixon, Clark, Johnson of
Tennesseo.

On Enrolled Bills?Messrs. Bingham, Baker,Saulshury.
On Printing?Messrs. Anthony, Harlan, Powell.
On the Library?Messrs. Pearce, Collamer, Fes-

senden.
The CHAIR appointed as the Special Committee

on the bill to promote the efficiency of the armv,Messrs. Wilson, Hale, Latham, Sherman, Powell,Cowan, King, Kennedy and Howe.
HOUSE OF UEPRESEN TATIVES

Messrs. Delaplaine, of New York, DUDD, of In-
diana, and Nugent, of Ohio, severally appeared to-
day for the first time this session, and took theusual oath.

Mr. VANDEVER presented the resolutions of the
Legislature of lows, praying the establishment of
a National Armory at liock Island.

The SPEAKER announced the Standing Commit-
tees, of which the following are the Chairmen :

Ways and Means?Mr. Stevens.
Claims?Mr. Fenton.
Commerce?Mr. Washbttrne.
Public Lands?Mr. Patton.
Elections?Mr. Dawes.
Post Offices and Post Roads?Mr. Colfax.
District of Columbia?Mr. CoDkling.
Judiciary?Mr. Hickmau.
l'ublio Kiynnditurm?Mr. Covode.Private Laud Claims?Mr.Blair, of Pennsylvania.
Manufactures?Mr Hutchins. a

Agriculture?Mr. Lovejoy.
Indian Affair?? Mr. Aldrich.
Military Affairs?Mr. Blair, of Missouri.
Militia?Mr. Yalken burg.
Naval Alfaira?Mr. Sedgewick.
Foreign Affairs?Mr. Crittenden.
Territories?Mr. Ashley.
Revolutiona y Pensions?Mr. Van Wyck.
Invalid Pensions?Mr. Elv.
Roads and Canals?Mr. Mallory.
Patents?Mr. Dunn.
Public Building?? Mr. Train.
Revised and Unfinished Business?Mr. Logan.
Accounts?Mr. Bufiington.
Mileage?Mr. Robinson.
Expenditures of State Department?Mr. McKean.
Expenditures of Treasury Department?Mr.

Udell.
Expenditures of War Department?Mr. Wheeler.
Expenditures of Post-ollice Department?Mr.

Kerrigan.
Expenditures of Interior Department?Mr. Allen.
Library?Mr. McPherson.
Public Printing?Mr. Walton.
Enrolled Bills?Mr. Granger.
At their request Messrs Hickman of Pennsylva-

nia, liurnett of Kentucky, Curtis of lowa," and
Wicklitfe of Kentucky, were severally, excused
froiu seiving on the committees to which they had
been appointed.

The House proceeded to draw for seats,a proceed-
ing which consumed more than an hour.

The SPEAKER calling upon the several States for
bills, which under the rules would be referred, a
number were reported, among them the follow-
ing :

By Mr. BABBITT of Pennsylvania?A bill to di-
vide the State of Pennsylvania into three judicial
districts. Referred to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

By TUADDEUS STEVENS? A bill to repeal all laws
creating ports of entry in the rebellious States.
Referred to the Committee on Commerce.

A bill was also introduced creating one judicial
district out of North Carolina and Western Vir-
ginia?the courts to be held at Wheeling.

By Mr.VALLANDFGHAH? A bill to repeal the Tariff
act of March 9th 1861, and to revive the Tariff'act
of March 3, 1857.. Reierred to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. HOLMAN, of Indiana?A bill granting
bounty lands to the officers and soldiers who have
been and shall be engaged in the service of the
United States. Referred to Committee on Public
Lands.

By Mr. CURTIS, of lowa?A bill to provide for a
more sale and rapid transmission of mails, military
and naval stores. &c.. between the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts. Referred to Select Committee of
Nine.

By Mr. ALDRICH?A bill to secure homesteads
for actual settlers on the public domain. Referred
to Committee on Agriculture.

Also, a bill to establish a general bankrupt lavr.
Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

By Mr. VAN WYCK, of New i'ork?A bill to re-
duce the expenses of the Government; also a bill
to increase the pay of soldiers in the service of the
United States.

By Mr. Cox, of Ohio?A bill to increase the num-
ber of cadets at the West Point Academy.

The presentation of resolutions being next in
order,

Mr. BAXTER, of Vermont, submitted a resolution
instructing the Committee on Judiciary to inquire
into and report upon the expediency of fixing alter
the year 1663 the whole number of representatives
from the several States at 239, the present appor-
tionment.

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to amend by substituting
250 instead of 239, and upon this motion Mr.
Wasbburne, of Illinois, called the previous
question.

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to lay the
resolution on the table?negatived upon a divisionwhich was called for. The origiual amendmentwas then put and rejected, and the original resolu-
tion adopted.

Mr. Looms, of Connecticut, submitted a resolu-
tion instructing the Committee on the Judiciary to
prepare a bill confiscating the property of every
officer in the service ot the so-called Confederate
States, who has taken up arms, or who may take
up arms against the General Government, and upon
this resolution demanded the p'evious question.

Mr. BURNETT, of Kentucky, desired to discuss this
resolution, hut the call for the previous question
was insisted upoo, and the resolution adopted.

A resolution was offered and adopted allowing a
pension to the mother of the late Colonel E. E.
Ellsworih.

A member from New York ottered a lengthly ad-
dress trom the Congress ot the United Spates to
the people of the seceded Stales, which he desired
should be printed.

Mr. LOVEJOY opposed the motion to print. We
have talked too long to these people. He now want-
ed to argue with them through the musket'smouth. Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

Mr. UPTON, ot \ irginia, ottered a resolution re-
quiring all olliceis in the service of. Ihe UnitedStates to report to the proper department Ihe names
and numbers of such persons as may be releasedupon parole on taking the oath of allegiance
Adopted.

Mr. Cox, of Ohio, presented a resolution refer-
ring to the Committee on Electiona'the question of
the legality of the election of Mr. Upton, of Vir-
ginia. Adopted.

Mr. HOLMAN, of Indiana, offered a resolution de-
claring that during the present session of Congress
the House will only consider bills relating to the
militarv and naval service, or to the financial mat-

ters connected therewith, and that all other bills

shall be referred to the proper committees, without
debate, for the consideration of the next Congress.
Adopted.

HN. LOVEJOY presented a preamble and series of
resolutions asserting ibat, in the judgment of this
House, it is no part of the duty of soldiers of the
United States to capture or return fugitive slaves;
instructing the Committee on Judiciary to inquire
into the expediency of repealing the "Fugitive
Slave law and declaring that Major Emory, hav-
iug resigned his commission in the United States
Service under circumstances showing sympathy
with the rebellion against the General Govern-
ment, his reappointment was improper and unjusti-
fiable, and that this House, in the name of the
people of the United States, demand his removal.

Mr. HICKUANrose to a point of order. He urged
that the resolutions were in contravention of thatproposed by Mr. Holman, limiting the legislative

| Action of the Home, and which has been adopted.
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fence, and promise?as he was authoritatively in-
tomied he must do?to pray for the Union
and for the President of tbe United States. Rut,
alas! for human expectation?as bold and fearless
as good, tbe Reverend gentleman with an air of
triumph coolly informed bis captors that he should
on all occasions, whenever an opportunity offered,
pray with all his -soul for the Southern cause, and
for those who had gone out to fight for him ami his.

lieinzleuian then told )>iin,in any thing hut a gen-
tlemanly way, that unless he prayed for the Union

and the President of the United Slates, he shonld
pray no more, and he would order his church to
be closed. In reply Mr. L. said that his heart could
not be tn.macled; that he (Heintzleman) had the
power to close the church, but that if it was open
and he officiated, he should certainly prav for the
South aud her cause, whith he believed just and
righteous.

Urfure departing Mr. Leftwitch propounded this
question: Do 1 understand you, sir, (address-
ing Heintzleman,) to deny the freedom of prayer as
well as ol speech? The question was a poser, and
for a moment Heintzleman hung his head, and what
was left of shame for a second suffused his face?-
but soon recovering himself, he answered peremp-
torily, Yes. Very well, said, Mr. Leltwiclijbe it so;
but I give you to understand, sir, that 1 shall pray
fur whom I please. Then turning, he left his cap-
tors dumb-founded at the spirit of the man
who had dared assert his freedom and
independence in their august presence. An
anxious crowd awaited Mr. L's release, (for all
felt sure he must be released,) and when he ap-
peared he was eagerly grasped by the hand, and
a number of anxious enquirers gathered round to
listen to the account of the arrest and to what had
been done aud said. Observing the crowd, the
aforesaid Orderly, who made the arrest, was quick-
ly despatched to listen to what would be said. His
presence, however, bad no other effect than to elicit
a few jeers from the boys in the crowd, and some
remarks upon himself by the elderly portion,
which must have made him feel decidedly small.

In accordance with orders from his Colonelsbip,
when, at night, the sexton was about to open the
church, the Provost Marshal appeared, closed the
gates, and stationed a file of soldiers to guard the
entrance. This proceeding caused much excite-
ment, and a large crowd assembled in the neigh-
borhood of the church, who gave expression to

fteir opinions of this outrage in no measured
rms. The ladies (the truest in the land) who

had assembled to attend ebuich, were particularly
caustic in their remarks.

It is said that orders were received from Wash-
ington by telegraph to allow the church to be
opeued, but for the truth of this I will not vouch.
However, in accordance with these orders, or be-
cause of a returning sense of shame and reason,
the order for Ihe closing of the church was coun-
termanded, the guard removed, and the Provost
Marshal despatched to the Pastor's residence to in-
form fiim that he could proceed with his services
as usnal.

The account by telegraph of this outrage on the
church is, as usual, falsified. There was NO re-
quest made to have the church opened; on the con
trary, it was determined by toe elders to let tbe
onus lie where it properly belonged, and to let the
church Bland closed. As you may imagine, there
was much excitement and indignation manifested
on the part of our citizens, and much shame and
confusion of face exhibited by those of the soldiery
possessing any refinement of feeling. Mr. Left-
wich's course of conduct, under these trying cir-
cumstances, is worthy of the highest enmmeuda-
liou, and some of the soldiers, who dare express an
opinion of their own, severely condemn Ueiulzle
man's act.

The denial of the right of freedom of prayer
cannot fail to have its effect at boine and abroad,
and cause the reflecting portion of the Northern
people to consider into what a despotism they are
fast drifting, and if they are not already too de-
graded by the powers at Washington, they will
turn upnu their tyrannical rulers aud indignantly
hurl them from power.

Freedom of speech we expected to be denied, but
to undertake to manacle the heart and suppress
fervent prayer to AluiightlyGod for a just cause,
is tyranny tyrannized. LIBKKTY.

[COMMUNICATION.]
Col. Benton oik Disunion.and the Hartford

Convention.
After Mr. Webster's celebrated speech in reply

to Mr. Have, Col. Benton replied to Mr. Webster,
;:nd especially excepted to his very eloquent pero-
ration ending with "Liberty and Union, now and
forever, one and inseparable"?as being out of

place; be says of it?"It caine to us when wo were
not prepared for it, when there was nothing in the
Senate nor in the country to grace its introduc-
tion; nothing to give or to receive, effect to, or
from, the impassioned scene that we witnessed.
But there was a time, and you aud I and all of us
did see it, sir, when such a speech would have
tound in its delivery every attribute of a just and
vigorous propriety. It was at a time when the five
striped banner was waving over the land of the North!
when the Hartford Convention wan in session! when
the language in the Capitol was 'Peaceably, if we
Can, forcibly, if we must!' when the crv out of
ioors was ' the Potomac the boundary/ the negro

States by themselves. ' That time was the fit tiioe
lor this speech; and if it had been delivered then,
either in this Hall, or in the House of Representa- '
ives, or in the Den of the Hartford Convention,

or in the highway, among the bearers apd follow-
ers of the Jive striped banner, what effect might it
not have produced! what terror and cons'ernation
among those plotters of disunion!"

And what were the grievances of New England,
that she thought sufficient to warrant her in a mea-
sure of open disloyalty, at a time when the United

"?spates were in the midst of war with Great
lTritain? Their commerce and fisheries suffered
severely by the war, they objected to the draught-
ng minors into service, to the three-filths basis of

. . presentation inthe slave States; they claimed the
i.rht to appropriate ' own men and money at

n
*, i j sort ot separate war on eneii

r.iiv. . . * were not done
after ilieir fashion- t charged the General Gov-
ernment with u.-u'-pation, which it was the duty of
the individual States firmly to resist. And they
magnanimously took advantage of a time when the
resources ct the Government were overtasked by
the war to make their disunion demonstration.
They were, in fact, the old Federal party, willing
to divide the Union, to carry out their semi-mon-
archical principles. But the unexpected peace cut
short their scheme, and destroyed for the time the
old Federal party. Now, the old carcase lias, how-
ever, come up to the resurrection of the unjust,
under the plausible alias of the Union ar.d the
Constitution, but manifesting precisely the same
principles of the Hartford Convention. "J$

[Correspondence rf the Associated Press.]
[The following despatches just received by rnaii

contain some items and details relative to the

movements on the Upper Potomac, not heretofore

published.]
M AKTIXSBURO, July s.?There was no alarm last

night. 1 visited that part of the Federal picket
guaid thrown farthest forward on the Winchester
turnpike yesterday.evening after it had been eva-
cuated. Away off to the left a number of the
cavalry pickets of the enemy were visible upon the
outskirts of a &ood and in a corn-held. They were
evidently keeping a keeu look-out. The guard
said they numbered, as near as they could judge,
about two hundred.

Yesterday afternoon a natioual flnig was, by or-
ders of General Pattersou, placed upon the Court
House

Samuel Albertus, brother of Captain Albertus of
the Wise artillery, and editor of the Secession organ
The Virginia HepuLlican, having shut up his office
and tied from his home, the printers of the various
Pennsylvania regiments took possess ion of the ollice,
aad commenced the issuing of a paper called the
American Union Yesterday the printers in thePenn-
svlvaoia 13th Regiment published a paper called
the /Pennsylvania Thirteenth ; but just as tbey had
issued 3(JO Cv>pi s tbey received orders to march.
They reached here last night The Marine Rhode
Island Battery arrived here last night. This gives
the column seventeen pieces. Major Double-days'
32 pound rilled cannon is expected here to-morrow
morning. Itwill make the eighteenth piece. The
soldiers have already given them some odd
names, such as "Pretty Boy," "Peace Maker,"
"Conscience Settler," "Secession Pili Machine,'"
etc

From a prisoner I obtained the following parti-
culars concerning the Ist Virginia regiment of
cavalry, which was engaged inthe acti on at Haines-
ville: Loudoun county cavalry 50 men, Capt. Car
ter; Rockingham county cava Iry GO men, Capt.
White; thiee other companies from countits un-
known, commanded by Capt. Yancey, 50 men;
Capt. 11aye, 75 men and Capt. Doyle GO men. Be-
sides these there were four other companies, the
names of whose captains my informant could not

give me.
Win. Kerfoot. a member of the Berkeley Border

Guaid, under Capt. Nadenbush, was arrested yes-
terday. He has been a very violent secessionist but
is now released upon his parole because of the
bicknees of his wife.

Yesterday the troops found 23 stand of arms in
the county jail, concealed under beds. Dugan,
the jailer; an active secessionist, has fled.

A large amount of valuable information about
the plans of the enemy, their past operations, and
the number of their forces, has been gleaned from
the private correspondence and papers of Captain
Xidenbush commander of the Berkeley Border
Guard.

Rumors prevail of Gen. Johnson's accession col-
umn having been reinforced from Richmond to the
number of seven thousand. This, however, is
deemed unreliable.

Unless the wanton destruction of private pro-
perty is stopped upon this line, every ten miles the
column marches, an additional regiment will be.re-
quired to protect property. The Commanding
General has given strict orders, but as yet no ex-
ample has been made.

General Patterson's despatch relative to the
number of the enemy engag d at 1J ainesville on
Monday, has been sadly perverted by the tele-
graphic operators. His letter book s,hows that he
wrote Itco thousand and not ten thousand

The Bth Pennsylvania regiment, Col. Emly, com-
manding, reached here to-day.

Williamsport is guarded by the 4t h Connecticut
regiment.

MAHTINSBURO, Saturday, July G.?There is no
movement as yet toward Winchester. Some firing
was exchanged betweeu the pickets of the 7th regi-

ment and Captain Girard's company yesterday,
which resulted in the retreat of the Confederates.
It is believed that some were wounded. No hostile
advance has yet been made by the en-jrny.

Later,

WASHINGTON, Saturday Atternoon.?Two ef the
Federal pickets were Captured this morning at the
house of a man named Small, about two and a half
miles below here. Tbey were surrounded by the
Confederate cavalry. Their capture was entirely
owing to their imprudence in venturing beyond
their posts. Under a false report the Bth, 16th and
9tb Pennsylvania regiments, the Sco ;t Legion and
Captain Royal's company of the 2d c avalry turned
out and marched two miles southward to-day at |
noon.

There was some tiring upon the extreme right at ia few scattered troopers, but no casuf dties occurred
so far as I have been able yet to learn ?

Gen. Johnson, I believe, has not r twenty-five
thousand men betweeD this point ant I Winchester.
His cannon have been increased t n twenty-two
pieces of various calibre. In the ai Tair of to-day
the Scott Legion led the advance and inarched
farthest toward the supposed position of the enemy.
Oen. Cadwallader and stall'rode in t be advance of
the column

In the affair at Hainesville, th e other day,
General Patterson commanded in person.

The British Government is having cannon made
of puddled steel, consolidated by being beaten
under a steam-hammer. Tbey tveig' a tons, and

although only 6% inch bore are in tended for 100-
pound shot.

Eleven young ostriches have bee s placed in the
Zoological Gardens at Marseilles. These are the
first that have ever been hatched i p France.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE
NAVY.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 4,1861.
SIR: When the change ol administration look place,

in March last, the Navy Department was organized on a
peace establishment. Such vessels as were in condition
for service were chiefly on distant stations, and those
which constituted the home squadron were most of them
in the Gulf of Mexico. Congress had adjourned without
making provision for any extraordinary emergency, and
the appropriations fr naval purposes indicated that only
ordinary current expenses were anticipated.

Extraordinary events which nave since transpired have
called for extraordinary action on the part of the Govern-
ment, demanding a large augmentation of the naval
force, and the recall of almost the whole of our foreign
squadrons for service on our own coasts.

The total numb-r of vessels in the Navy, of all classes,
on the 4th of March was ninety, carrying, or designed to
carry, about 2.415 guns

Excluding vessels on the stocks, those unfinished,
those used as stationary storeships and receiving ships,
and those considered inexpedient to repair, the availableforce was :

1 Ship-of-the line 84 guns.
8 Frigates 400 do.

20 Sloops 406 do.
3 Brigs 16 do.
3 Storeships 7 do.
6 Steam fiigates 212 do.
5 First class steam sloops . 90 do.
4 First-class side-wheel steamers 46 do.
8 Second class steam sloops 45 do.
5 Third class screw steamers 2-1 do.4 Second class side-wheel steamers 8 do.
2 Steam tenders 4 d ot

69 1,346
Of this force the following were in commission, the re-

mainder being in ordinary, dismantled, &c.
2 Frigates 100 guns.

11 Sloops 232 do.
3 Storeships 7 00.
1 Screw frigate 12 do.
6 First-class steam 5100p5.... 90 10.
3 Side-wheel steamers 35 do.
8 Second class steam sloops 45 do.
5 Third-class screw steamers 28 do.
3 Side-wheel steamers 5 do.
1 Steam tender 1 do.

42 555

These vessels had a complement, exclusive of oflicers
and marines.of about 7.600 men, and nearly all of them
were on foreign stations. The home squadron consisted
of twelve vessels, carrying 187 guns and about 2 000 ruen.
Of this squadron,only four small vessels, carrying twen-
tyfive guns and about 280 men, were in northern ports.

With so few vessels in commission on our coast, and
our crews indistant seas, the department was very in-
differently prepared to meet the exigency that was rising.
Every movrmrnt was closely watched by the disaffected,
and threatened lo precipitate measures that the country
seemed anxious toavoid. Demoralization prevailed among
the officers, many of whom, occupying the most respon-
sible position?, betrayed symptoms of that infidelity
which has dishonored the service. But while so many
officers were unfaithful, the crews, to their honor be it
recorded, were true and reliable, and have maintained,
through every trial and uudcr all circumstances, their
devotion to the Union and the flag. ~ Unfortunately,
however, few compart lively of these gallant men were
within the cail of the department at that eventful period.
They, as well as the ships, were abroad.

The gloop-of-war Cumberland, the flag-ship of Commo-

dore Pendergrast, arrived opportunely in the Chesapeake
on the 23d ofMarch; and as this was the only vessel of
any considerable capacity in these waters that was
manned, I detained her at Norfolk to await events that

were gradually developing inVirginia and the adjoining
States.

The Navy Ya-d at Norfolk, protected by no fortress or
garrison, has always been a favored depot with the gov
eminent. It was filled with arms and munitions, and
several ships were in the harbor, dismantled and in or-
dinary, and in no condition to be moved, had there been
men to move them. There were, however, no seainen
there or on home stations to man these vessels, or even
one of them of the larger class, and any attempt to with
draw them, or either of them without a crew, would, in
the then sensitive and disturbed condition of the public
inind, have betrayed alarm and distrust, and been likely
to cause difficulty.

Apprehensive, however, that action might be necessary,
the commandant of the yard was, early in April, advised
cf this feeling, and cautioned to extreme vigilance and
circumspection. These admonitions were, a few days
later, repented to Commodore McCauley. This comman-
dant, whose patriotism and fidelity were not doubted,
was surrounded by officers in whom he placed confidence;
but most of them, as events soon proved, w< re faithless
to the flag and the country.

On the 10th of April Commodore McCauley was order-
ed to put the shipping and public property in condition
to be moved and placed beyond danger, should it be
come necessary; but in doing this he was warned to take

no steps that could give needless alarm. The steam fri
gate Merrimac could, it was believed, were her machine-
ry in order, be made available in this emergency, not
only to extricate herself,but the other shipping in the
harbor. Not knowing, however, who could be confided
in to take charge of her, a commander and two engineers
were detailed to proceed to Norfolk for that purpose?
Two days after, on the 12th of April, the department di-

rected that the Merrimac should be prepared to proceed
to Philadelphia with the utmost de patch. It was
stated t'at to repair the engine and put it in working
condition would require four weeks Discrediting this
report, the engineer in chief was ordered to proceed forth-
with in person, and attend to the necessary preparations. |

On the 16th April the commandant was directed to lose
no time in placing armament on board the Merrimac; to
get the Plymouth and Dolphin beyond danger; to have
the Germantown in a condition to he towed out, and to
put the more valuable public property, ordnance, stores,
&c ,on shipboard, so that they could at any moment be
moved beyond danger.

Such was the energy and despatch of the engineer in-
chief, that on the 16th the department was advised by
the commandment of the yard tha on the 17th the Mer-
rimac would be ready for temporary service; but when,
on the afternoon of that day,the engineer in-chief report-

ed her ready for steam. Commodore McCauley refused to
have her fired up Fires were, however, built early the
next morning, and at nine o'clock the engines were work-
ing. engineers, firemen, &c., on board, but the comman-
dant stilf refused to permit her to be moved, and in the
afternoon gave directions to draw the fires The cause
of this refusal to move the Merrimac h s no explanation
other than that of misplaced confidence inhis junioi offi-
cers, who opposed it.

As soon as this fatal error was reported to the depart-
ment, orders were instantly issued to Commodore
Paulding to proceed lorthwith to Norfolk, with such
officers and marines as could be obtained, and take coin -
maod of all the vessels afloat on that station; to rtpej
force by force, and prevent the ships and public property
at allhazards, from pissing into the hands of the insur '
rectionis s. Hut when that officer reached Norfolk, on
the evening of Saturday the 20th, lie that the
powder magazine tm.i \u2666.!**u!v be°n

\u25a0 arm d force had commt .cert tbrou i
j vicinity The Commandant of- ;

I permit the vessels to be moved ooTl
it on Friday, ordered them to be scuttled on Saturday
evening, anil they were sinking when Commodore Pauld-
ing with the force under his command arrived at Norfolk.
The officers, knowing that to sink the ships would be only
a temporary deprivation to the insurgents, who would,
when in full possession of the place,again have them afloat,
ordered the torch to be applied to the sinking ships
Pursuant to instructions, he also destroj'ed, so far as he
was able with his limited force, the public property in the
yard before abandoning the place.

The Cumberland was towed down the river, and pass-
ed, after some little delay, over the obstructions that had
been sunk in the channel to prevent her removal.

This unfortunate calamity at Norfolk not only deprived
the government of several vessels, but of a large amount
ofordnance and stores which had there accumulated. In
preventing tin* shipping and property from passing into
the hands of the insurgent?, who had gathered inconsid-
erable force in that vicinity under General Talliaferro,
Commodore Paulding, the officers and those under them,
performed their duty and carried out, so far as was in
their power, the wishes of the government and the in-
structions ol the department.

The demonstration at Norfolk was but one of a series
ofmeasures that occurred at this juncture. Simultane-
ously with it, Baltimore appeared in insurrection, and
by force and violence destroyed the railroad communica-
tion, and cut off mail and telegraphic facilities between
the seat of government and the States North. In this

crisis it became nefcessary to act wih promptness and
vigor. There could be neither hesitation nor delay when
the government and the country were imperilled, and the
department took measures accordingly.

Believing that the emergency not only justified but
absolutely required that all the public armed vessels

burden; and has made preliminary arrangements for seve-ral larger and fleeter vessels, which shall not nnlv aid in
l.r.it'iL'iV5 ,llle*lll commerce, hut he made particularly

wll aia' 1suppressing depredations on that which is

stOMa of woV°nrrf hese classes are of sites inferior to thesloops or war ordered hy the i ast Congre-s.

sir.n in' o effe? *"direct T,?''" k ' ll,e "r ' ,er of "\u25a0' ,aßt ?cs '
at each ofUm four Y^
to he built In consequence of t,u: great Jictfvtty^nd
heavy demands at all the yards Id equip and prepare every available vessel for service, the construction of thesesloops has been retarded, but is now being prosecuted
with vigor, and we may expect they willbe .omnleted a(
the earliest possible period.

The authority for these purchases and contracts is to
be found in the necessities and condition of the country
and the times. The action of the department may re-
quire the san ction of Congress to give it validity. Ifit
shall be asserted that an error lias been committed in
thus providing for the wants of the service and the gov-
ernment, a much greater error would have been commit-
ted,it is believed in the omission to have made such
provision under the existing necessities.

Of the 69 vessels, carrying 1.346 guns, hereinbefore
mentioned as available for service on the 4th of March
last, the sloop Levant has been given up as lost in the
Pacific; the steamer Fulton was seized at Pensacola; and
one frigate, two sloops and one brig were burned at Nor-
folk. These vessels can ied 172 guns. The other vessels
destroyed at Norfolk were considered worthless, and are
not inciuded in the list of available vessels.

These losses leit at the disposal of the department 62
vessels, carrying 1,174 guns, allof which are now, or soonwillbe, in commission, with the exception of the

Vermont, ship-of-the line 84
Brandywine, frigate ~ f>oDec-itur, sloop, at San Francisco., 10J. Hancock, steam tender, San Francisco. 3

There have been recently added to the navy, by pur-chase, 12 steamers carrying from 2 to 9 guns each, andthree sailing vessels. There have been chartered ninesteamers carrying from 2to 9 guns each. Uy these ad-
ditions the naval force in commission lies been increased
to 81 vessels, carrying upwards of 1.100 guns and with amarine complement of about 13.000 men, exclusive of offi-cers and marines. There are also several steamboats andother small craft which are temporarily in the service of
the department.

Purchases of sailing ships have been made for trans-porting coal to the steamers that are performing dutj* assentinels before the principal harbors. It would be inex-pedient. and attended with much loss ot' time, as well as
great additional expense, to compel the steamers whenshort of fuel, to leave their statious and proceed to the
nearest depot, distant in most cases several hundredmiles, to obtain a supply. In the absence of any proper
or suitable statu ns, or buildings for storing coal, hulks
have been provided, to be anchored at some convenientplace for the use of the tquadr- n.

The squadron on the Atlantic coast, under tne com-mand ofFlag-olficcr S. IT. Stringhuin, consists of 22 ves-sels. 296 guns, and 3.30(1 men.
The squadron in the Gulf, under the command of Flag-

officer William Mervinc, consists of 21 vessels, 282 guns
and 3.600 men.

Additions have bean made to each of the squadrons of
two or three small vessels that have been captured and
taken into the s rvice. The steamers Pawnee and Poca-
hantas, and the flotilla under the late Cominadner Ward,with several steamboats in charge ofnaval officers, havebeen employed on the Potomac river, to prevent commu-
nication with that portion of Virginia which is in insur-
rection. Great service has been rendered by this a nied
force, which has been vigilant in intercepting supplies,
and in protecting transports and supply-vessels in theirpassage up and down the Potomac.

The flotilla,on the 27th ult. met with a serious and
sad loss in the death of its gallant commander, James II 1
Ward, who died at his post while covering the retreat of
his men from the assault of an overpowering number of 1rebel enemies. In the death of Commander Ward the 1
navy has lust a brave officer, who has enriched it by mil-. '
itary and scientific contributions, served it faithfully in
varied spheres, and promised much for itin the future.

The squadron in the Pacific,under the command of Flag-
officer John B. Montgomery, consists of G vessels. 82 'guns, and 1,000 men. 1

The West India squadron is under the command ofFlag-
officer G. J. Pendergrast, who has been temporarily on
duty, withhis flag-ship, the Cumberland, at Norfolk and
Hampton Roads, since the 23d of March He will,at anearly day. transfer his Hag to the steam frigate Roanoke,
and proceed southward, having in charge our interests on
the Mexican and Central American coasts, and in the
West India islands. ?>-

The East India Mediterranean, Brazil and African
squadrons, excepting one vessel of each of the two latter,
have been recalled.

The return of these vessels willadd to the force for ser-
vice in the Gulfand on the Atlantic coast about 200 guns
and 2,500 men.

Since the 4th ofMarch two hundred and fifty-nine offi
cers of the navy have resigned their commissions or been
dismissed from the service. This diminution of officers,
at a time when the force was greatly enlarged, and when
the whole naval armament of the country was put in re
quisition, has compelled the department to semi many of
our public vessels to sea without a full complement of of-
ocers. To some extent this deficiency has been supplied
by gentlemen formerly connected with the navy, who lutd
retired to civil pursuits in peaceable times, but who. in
the spirit of true patriotism, came promptly forward in

the hour of their country's periland made voluntary ten-
der of their services to sustain the flag and the country.
The department gladly availed itself of the tender thus
patriotically made, and received these gentleraeu into the
service in the capacity of acting lieutenants. The alac-
rity with which they presented themselves for duty in
any position the government might assign them, when
others who had been the trusted and honored recipients
of government favors were deserting the standard, was
no less honorable to thein than to the profes>ion which
they adorned and the country which they loved.

The authorized increase ot enlistment and the imme
diate establishment of naval rendezvous at all the prin-
cipal seaports, with an abbreviation of the term of enlist-
ment, enabled the department to recruit a sufficient
number of seamen to man the vessels added to the service
withalmost as much rapidity as they could be prepared,
armed and equipped Only one or two ships have expe-
rienced any detention for the want of a crew, and none
beyond two or three days. At no period of our history
has the naval force had so great and rapid an increase,
ami never have our seamen come lorward with more
alacrity and zeal to serve the country.

The Naval School arul public property at Annapolis
attracted the attention of the disloyal and disaffected
about the period when the conspiracy culminated. Some
demonstrations were made towards seizing the property,
and also the frigate Constitution, which had been placed
at Annapolis in connection with the school, for the bene-
fitof the youths who were being educated for the public
service. Prompt measures rescued tha Irigate and gov-
ernment property from desecration and plunder, and the
young men, under the superintendence and guidance ot"
Captain Blake, contributed in no small degree to the re-
suit. As it was impossible, in the then existing condi-

tion of affairs in Annapolis and in Maryland, to continue
the school at that point, and as the valuable pub.ic prop-
erty was in jeopardy, it became necessary to remove the

institution elsewhere. Newport, Rhode Island, presented
many advantages, and the War Department tendered
Fort Adams for the temporary occupation the students,

Sbitcti accepted, and the school, with the
11 yb:.w proper?;-, removed thither.

schooi are rt.'riucvd by the
resignationmfy every student from the insurrec-
tionary region, and a call of the elder classes to active
professional duty, the younger classes that, remain iorrn
a nucleus to re establish and give vitality to the insti-
tution.

Some legislation willbe necessary, not only in relation
to what has been done, but with a view to the future con-

tinued success of the school, which has already accom-
plished so much towards the efficiency and elevation of
the navy, By the existing law the appointment of stu
dents can be made only upon recommendation of the
member ofCongress from the district in which the appli-
cant resides, and incase he oinils to make selection ola
suitable person there is no way provided to fill the va-
cancy. In consequence of this regulation the school has
not its authorized number, for nearly one-third of the dis-
tricts neglect or refuse to be represented at the Academy,
and there is no legal way of supplying this deficiency
from other districts, although the applications are num-
erous.

Congress must provide for this deficit, and it is, more-
over, worthy of consideration whether for a period, at
least, the numbers in the school should not be increased
until H full complement ofofficers is supplied.

Iu the ordnance branch ol the service there has been

great activity, and the works at the Navy Yard in this
city have been in constant operation, day and night, to
meet, as far as possible, the extraordinary demands that
have been made. When the late Commandant of the
Washington yard, oil the-2d of April, declined further
connection with the government, anu was dismissed the
service, it was believed the true interest t.f the country
would oe promoted by placing the yard and foundry in
charge of the efficient and capable officer whose reputa-
tion in connection with ordinance is national. If his
rank did not, according to usage, entitle him to the
position, his mer t did. To obviate d.fficulty, and place
thai branch of the service in proper working condition,
I would recommend that there be appointed an officer, to
be known as the Director of Ordnance, wao shall, under
the department, have the immediate supervision of the
manufacture, description and supply of ordnance for
the navy in ail its details.

The Observatory, for many years under the superinten-
dence of an officer who had gained distinguished repuia-
lion in connection with the institution, was abandoned by
him in a very abrupt manner on the 20th of April. On
receiving intelligence that he had, without previous in-

timation of his intention, deserted the post that had been

confided to him, a gentleman eminently adapted to the
place, who had, moreover, been early identified with the
Observatory, was atonce placed in the position. It gives
me pleasure to say that in many respects the change
has been an improvement, while 1 trust that neither the

country nor the cause of science will experience any
detriment therefrom.

A change or modification of the lawregulating the navy
ration seems necessary to meet the existing condition f

things. Nearly the whole of the present naval strength

of the country is employed on a parti ular service, which
extends along the coast, an effective fuice being stationed
at each of the principal harbors. It is important that the
ves. els should remain on duty at their stations as long as
possible, to guaid the coast and p.event illegal commerce.
That they may do this satisfactorily, it is essential that

the crews have frequent supplies of fresh provisions and
other necessaries conducive to health. The department
has already s;> far innovated as to send forward a cargo
of fresh supplies, and it proposes to continue thus to sup

piv the crews of the squadrou until the insurrection is

suppressed. Provisions and stores willin this manner be

dispatched witli supplies of all kinds that may be re
quired for the subsistence and health of the crews. Com-

munication with each of the principal stations willbe es-
tablished by these dispatch boats, which willcarry to and
receive from the squadrons letters, convey recruits,

bring home invalids, ami while performing these services

willalso discharge coast-guard duty.
An increase of the number ofsurgeons and assistant sur-

geons is also recommended, in conformity wi'h the sug-

gestions of the chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Sur-
gery. A copy ofhisieport is herewith transmitted.?
The (leficienees that at present cxi>t willdoubtless soon
he filleti, but the full complt uent allowed by the existing

law is inadequate t the present requirements of the ser-
Vl

The additional number of vessels employed called for

should he forthwith completed and equipped f<r service,
orders were given to that effect, and in addition thereto

the commandants of the navy yards in Boston, New-
York and Philadelphia were directed to purchase or
charter, arm, equip and man steamers which upon ex-
amination might he found tit, or easily convertible into
armed vessels suitable for the public service, in order to
support the government and enforce the laws.

To carry into effect the proclamation whereby commu-
nication with the ports of the insurgent States was inter-
dicted, and an embargo or blockade declared, it became
necessary to concentrate almost afl the naval force of the
country upon the Atlan'ic coast, at and south of the
Chesapeake bay and in the Gulf of Mexico. This exten-

sive line of sea board, embracing an extent of nearly
three thousand miles, with its numerous harbors and

inlets, was deemed too extensive for a single command,

and the naval force to carry into effect the proclamation
and execute the laws has consequently been arranged
into two squadrons. The command of the first of them,

the Atlantic squadron, has heed confided to Flag-officer
Silas H. Stringham. and the second, or Gulfsquadron, i 9
under command ofFlag-officer William Mervine.

Before either of these gentlemen could appear on the
station assigned him, Flag-officer Pendorgiast, in com-
mand of the home squadron, established non-intercouise,
and gave notice to foreigners of an embargo or effective
blockade, at Hampton Roads, on the 30th of April* It is

due to this officer to say that he has rendered essential

and active service not only before but after the arrival of
Lis senior on that station.

Flag-officer Stringham reached Hampton Roads with
the Minnesota, hi - flag-ship, on the 13th of May, and en-
tered upon his duties withsuch force as the department,
in so brief a period was able to place at his disposal; and
illegal commerce by the insurgents, in disregaril of na-
tional laws, is almost entirely suppressed.

The Niagara, which arrived at Boston from Japan on
the 24th of April, was immediately despatched to New

York for necessary repairs, before proceeding offCharles-
ton harbor, whither her energetic commander was direct-

ed and promptly repaired, to prevent illegal commerce
from that poit. In the meantime, information reached
the department of large shipments of arms and muni-

tions of war in Europe, destined for New Orleans and

Mobile. Believing it of primary importance that this

shipmeut should, if possible, be intercepted, and its land
ing prevented. Captain McKeon was directed to proceed

to the Gulf for that purpose; and the Harriet Lane was
ordered to Charleston to take the place of the Niagara
before that port.

Flag-officer Mervine left Boston in the Mississippi in

advance of his flag-ship, the Colorado, and arrived in the

Gulf on the Bth of June. Previous to his arrival an
embargo or blockade of the Mississippi river and some f

the principal ports on the Gulfhad been commenced, and
lias been since vigorously maintained and enforced.

As the Constitution declares that "no preference shall
be given by any regulation of commerce or tevenue to

the ports of one State over anoth-r," and also that "no

State shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any
imposts or duties on imports or exports except what may

be absolutely necessary for its inspection laws; and the

net produce of all duties and imposts shall be lor the use
of the treasury of the United Slates"?and as in several
of the States the insurgents bad, in utter disregard and
violation of these express provisions or the Constitution

and the laws, assumed to give a preference by unauthor-
ized regulations of commerce or revenue to the pors of
certain States over the ports of other fctaes, and had as-
sumed, without consent of the Congress, to lay imposts
or duties on imports and exports, and that, too, nut for
the use of the treasury of the United States, hut to de-
prive it ofrevenue, it became a duty of paramount neces-
sity. acting under the express authority of the act of 1807
authorizing the use of the navy in ' causing the laws to

be executed," to suppress, by an armed naval force before
the principal ports, these illegal and unconstitutional
proceedings; to assert the supremacy of the federal laws,

and to prevent any preference, by commercial regulation,
to the ports of any of the States. .

In carrying into effect these principles, and in sup-
pressing the attempts to evade and resist them, anil in

order to maintain the Constitution and execute the as,

it became necesary to interact commerce at those ports

where duties coubl not becolleete.i, the laws maintained

and executed, and where the officers of the government |
were not tolerated or permitted to exercise their func-
tions In performing this domestic municipal duty, the

property and interests of foreigners became to some ex

Tent involved inour home questions, and with a view of

exteeding to them every comity that the circumstances

would justify, the rules or blockade were adopted, and as
far as practicable, made applicable to the cases that oc-
curred under this embargo or non-intercourse of the in

surgent States. The commanders of the squadrons were
directed to permit the vessels of foreigners to depart

within fifteen days, as in cases of actual effective

blockade, and their vessels were not to be seized unless

they attempted after having been once warned off, to en-
ter an inteicicted port in disregard ofsuch warning.

The Questions presented under this extraordinary con-

iuncture of affairs were novel, and, not having been in all

their extent anticipated by our laws, some further penal

legislation, especially in relation to the law of forfeiture,
may be needed to meet the exigieucy and render the gov-

ernment more effective.r The necessity of an augmentation of our navy in order
to meet the crisis, aid in suppressing insurrection, and
assist in causing the laws to be executed at all the ports,

was immediately felt, and a class of vessels different in
some respects from any that were in the service, to act

j as sentinels on the coast, WHS required. On the spur of

the moment trau*i%rt steamers were secured; but, though

1 made capable ofsustaining a small armament, they were
1 not such vessels as would perform continuous duty off

the harbors in ail weathers. They will,it is believed,
answer a temporary purpose for the summer months, but

a stronger and different description of vessels is necessary

e for the autumn and winter. The department, oes l e
e purchasing, has, therefore, contracted for the bug

twenty-three gun-boats, each of about five huudr

additional paymasters beyond the number limited by law,

and the department, under the existing necessity, up
pointed acting paymasters. Where this appointment lias
been necessary it nas usually been connected withthat of
captain's clerk, who has been required to give bonds for

the money and property entrusted to his hands, and his

confidential relations with his commander have been such
that it has been deemed a further security. I would re-
commend th*t there be an increase of the corps of paymas-
ters, or perhaps it may be well to have a class of assistant

paymasters at a less conpensation and with less respon.-i
bility. The minor appointment may be made a prelimi-
nary step to the more important office ofpaymaster.

It became eeessary to enlarge the marine corps In

order that it should correspond in some degree with the

general increase of other branches of the service Inder

the authority of the ret of Congress of 1549 two a<im_
tions have been made to this corps, which t'ow consists of

2 500 privates, but the officers, except the force co j

?'
. ~L Qtu<T rpmain the s.tme in point of numbers as

when the coins consisted "fhut 1,000 men. This number
il oltovether insufficient, and it is therefore recommended
that there he an additional number created, and if the

session is sufficiently prolonged, an entire reorganization
of the corps may be expedient.

. ,
There has been, from necessity, a large number of ait-

ing masters and masters' mates appointed from the com-
mercial marine to meet the warns of the service These
officers, generally of great experience and intelligence,
and occupying the highest position in the merchant sr-

vice have voluntarily come forward and offered them
I selves for useful duty on board our public vessels, where
| they are contributing to the efficiency of the Navy.

Much attention has been given, within the last few
years, to the subject of floating batteries or iron clad I
steamers. Other governments, and particulaily France
and England, have made it a special object in connexion
with naval improvements; and the ingenuity and inven-

tive faculties ofourown countrymen have also been stim-
ulated by recent occurrences towards the construction of
this class ofvessels The period is, perhaps, not one best
adapted to heavy expet ditures byway of experiment;
and the time and attention of some of those who are com-
petent to investigate and form correct conclusions on this

subject, are otherwise employed I would, however, re-

commend the appointment of a proper and competen

board to inquire into and report ill regard to a measu
onso important; and it is for Congress to decide whetlie ,

a favorable report, they will order one or luore .!J a vieW
steamers or floating batteries to be cons

r
tr"?iVent ordnance

to perfect protection from the effects 01 p

at short range, and make an appropriation for V

l )0se
? cinre a gentleman of New

It is nearly twenty yean' d Vlent. projected the con-
Jersey, possessing weaHn *"

the government aid-
struction of a floating bat e . iat| on . The death of

ed the woik by a ll .a ,ftrs ~ interrupted the prose-

this gentleman, a fe*
and application has been re-

cution of this gurviving brother, the authorities of
cently made by 11 . for additional means to carry it

; New Jersey |el
jon *. * The amount asked is of such

I forward ?, , 0 require special investigation by a com-

r board who shall report as to the expediency and

Practicability of the experiment before so large an expen
I Allure should be authorized

An increase of the clerical force of the department is

' indispensable, and its organization may be in some re-

r srects modified and improved. The present session hav-

i ing been called for special purposes, it may be deemed

Numerous points of order were raised by other

member.- amoDg tne opposition, and considerable
confusion prevailed for a brief woile.

The CHAIR, after appealing to tbe members to

sustain him in his efforts to enforce tbe rules ot
tbe House, overruled the point of order raised by
Mr. Hickman

The question recurring upon Mr. Edwards' mo-
tion to lay on the table, the ayes and nays were
demanded by Mr. Lovejoy, and the motion agreed
to?ayes 87, nays 62.

Mr. HICKMAN mured a reconsideration ol the
vote by which Mr. llolinan's resolution was adopt-
ed.

Mr. IIOI.MAN moved to lay the motion on tbe ta-
ble.

Mr. BURNETT desired to know whether tbe adop-
tion of Mr. llolinan's resolution would cut off '.be
proposition of measures looking to a peaceful set-
tlement of our national difficulties.

Cries Irom the Administration side "yes," "yes."
Mr. WABHBURNE, of Illinois, rose to a point of

order. He objected to tbe debate which was being
attempted.

The CHAIR ruled that all debate was out of or-
der.

Mr. BURNETT thought tiiat having the floor it was
his right to debate the question, nevertheless he
did not wish to inlrioge upon the rules of the House.
He was one of those who bad not yet resigned all
hope of a peaceful solution of our difficulties.

Objections being uiado by Messrs. Wasliburne and
Lovejoy to bis remarks, he renewed the motion ol
Mr. lioliuan to lay upon ihe table the notion pro-
posed by Mr. Hickuian; negatived. Mr. Hick-
man's motion to reconsider was then adopted, Htid
that gentleman proposed to so amend the resolution
submitted by Mr. iiolman restricting the action ol
the House as to include general questions of a ju-
dicial character, and on this amendment be called
the previous question.

Mr. VALLANDIOHAMheld that the amendment was
out of order iuasmucb as that it changed the nature
of business in the House-

Mr. RICHARDSON, of Illinois, requested Mr. Hick
man to modify his resolution so as to include also
cases of contested election, which request was de-
clined.

Air. RICHARDSON then asked and obtaioed the
unanimous consent of the House to urge upon it
the rejection of the resolution.

After a brief colloquy between Messrs. Richard-
son and Collax, which the .Speaker interrupted
with a peremptory call to order?

Mr. BURNETT asked permission to propose an
amendment to include within the restriction all
questions looking to a peaceable settlement of our
national difficulties.

Objections were raised bv Messrs. Wasliburne,
Lovejoy and several other Republican members.

Ex-Gov. W ICKLIKFK,of Kentucky, then moved, In
the name of his constituents, of bis country and ol
his God, to lav the resolutions on the table, and on
this motion called the ayes aud nays, which result-
ed in its rejection?ayes 52, nays 102.

The amendmeut of Mr. llickman was then
adopted.

Mr. FOUKE, of Indiana, offered a lengthy series
of resolutions, declaring that in a crisis like the
present it was the dutv of all lo strengthen the
hands of the Government; that all partisan influ-
ences should be ignored, and that in the appoint-
ment of all public officers the only questions should
be, "Is he honest, is he faithlul?" [Suppressed
laughter on the floor.] That the Federal Govern-
ment would promote the cause of the nation by ex-
tending to our deluded brethren of the South the
olive branch of peace.

Mr. LOVEJOY iEterrupted the further reading
with a motion to lay the resolutions on the table.

Mr. HICKMAN raised the point of order, which
was sustained by the Chair, that the res. lutiona
were excluded under the operation of those of the
gentleman from Indiana.

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, offered a resolution
authorizing the standing committees to employ
clerks as usual.

Air. RICHARDSON objected to tbe resolution as
being out of order under tbe Holman resolution.

This point of order the Chair sustained, amid
general laughter on the side of the opposition.

Mr. WASHBURNE appealed from the decision of
the Chair, when

Mr. VALLANDIOHAMmoved to lay the appeal on
the table. Adopted. [Renewed laughter Irom the
opposition.]

Air. Cunt is, of lowa, offered a resolution with-
holding pensions from all persons sympathizing
with or aiding in rebellion, aud requesting all pen-
sioners from these States which have not contri-
buted their aid to the General Government to
swear that they have at no time lavored or en-
couraged Secession.

Mr. VALLANDIOHAMobjected to this resolution
also, as being out ot order, and bis objection was
sustained by the Chair.

Mr. POTTER submitted a resolution requiring tbe
heads of departments to return the number of
clerks from the Southern States retained by them,
and tbe names of those who have relused to take
tbe oath of allegiance. Adjourned.

CITY INTELLIGENCE.
THE AMMUNITIONFOUND AT THE WESTERN POLICE

STATION The Fact*.? It was yesterday stated in
all the morning papers except the Exchange, and
was also telegraphed to the New Y'ork press, that
a quantity of ammunition and arms had been tound
at the Western Police Station, by the vice-police-
men of that district. As these statements are cal-
culated to mislead the public as to the facts of the
case, and cast odium upon the Board of Police and
Marshal Kane, it is due to them to make a correct

statement of the matter. As far back as the John
Brown raid at Harper's Ferrv, the powder referred
to was purchased by parties in Virginia, who had
it sent to Mr. Faird-anx?, at mount ctare citation.

The owners never called for it, and itremained with
Mr. Fairbanks until the affair of the 19ih of April,
when, fearing that some persons might attempt to

seize it, lie requested the police officers to take
charge of it lor sale-keeping. Captain G. H Zim-
merman, of that district, took charge of it, giving
Mr. Fairbanks a receipt for it, so that if the owner
ever called lor it, he would be able to obtain his
property. The ammunition, which consisted of two
kegs of powder and two boxes of cartridges, was
placed in the bath-room of the Station-house, but
as the warm season advanced some of the officers were
in the habit of taking a lightinto the bathroom alter
night when they went to bathe, and in order to
avoid accident Captain Zimmerman bad the ammu-
nition removed to the garret of the station-house,
where it was found by the vice-policemen?not con-
cealed between the floor and the ceiling below,as has
been stated, but lying upon the floor; some straw

which was iuthe gari etwas thrown over it to hide it
from the eyes of any curious party who might at
any time have occasion to go up there. The arms
which were found were pieces that had been taken
Irom boys in the streets during the excitement in
April, and from other irresponsible parties. These
are the facts, beyond controversy, as to the "dis-
covery of munitions of war at the W estern station,"
by the indefatigable vice police, who might have
found them at an earlier day had they looked for
them. Their place of deposit wa3 known to every
man connected with the station.

ARREST os BOARD THE MART WASHINGTON. ?We
learn that Mr. Richard Thomas, of St. Mary's
county, and five or six other persons were arrested
on board the steamer Mary Washington as she
was coming up the bay yesterday. The charges
against them are believed to be that they were
concerned in the seizure of the steamer St. Nicho-
las a few days since, The party were coming up
to the city as passengers, when they were pointed
out by two spies on board the boat, and as she
reached the wharf at. Fort McHenry, the boat
rounded to and they were delivered up to the offi-
cer in command.

A I.ADY [SHOT BY A SOLDIER. ? Mrs Thomas E.
Hambleton, residing at Franklin Square, was sh >t
ou Sunday evening last, whilst walking with her
husband, near the corner of Strieker and Fayette
streets. As tbey were passing along she was
struck in the stomach by a musket ball, th" force
of which was somewhat spent when it reached her.
She was protected from serious injury by her busk,
which tile ball struck. She was slightly bruised
and the skin broken. It is not known who shot
her, but the bullet evidently came from the direc-
tion of Fort Carroll,where there was at the time an
indiscriminate discharge of musketry. Several per-
sons in t vicinity f Strieker and lialtimnre
streets iiad to retire within their houses in conse-
quence of the balls striking about them.

OUTRAGES BY SOLDIERS?AN ASSAULT ON A CITI-
ZEN ?On Saturday last a gross assault was made
on a citizen, Mr. Wm. E. Simms, bv a number of
rowdy soldiers belonging to Col. Morehead's regi-
ment. Mr.Simms was on Eutaw street near Barre,
and some half a d z*>n soldiers were amusing them-
selves by throwing flour (a barrel having burst in
the street) into the faces of all the negroes who
passed along. An old negro whom Mr.Simms knew
well came along, and one of the soldiers dashed a
handful of flour in his face. The old negro re-
monstrated with the soldiers, when Mr. Simms
told him to go Col. Morehead's camp and report
the conduct of the soldiers. At this one of the sol-
diers threw a handful of flour in Mr. Simms' face,
whiie another struck him a blow on the right eve.
A half dozen then assailed him, and had it not been
for some of the more respectable, he would have
been been beaten to insensibility. Mr.Simms re-
ported the outrage to Col. Mnrehead who promised
redress, and in the evening reported that the man
who had lead in tbe outrage svas under arrest.?
On Sunday about noon,three soldiers, among whom
was the principal of the rowdies who attacked him
the day before, and ivbo Col. Morehead had stated
was under arrest, called at. Mr. Simms' dwelling,on
Barre street,and demanded admittance,as they de-
sired to get a chance to whip the man who had dared
to report them. They tvere drunk and most pro-
fane and vulgar. Betore Mr. Simms could prepare
himself for their proper reception, two officers of
the regiment,who were visiting a gentleman in the
vicinity, came out and ordered the men to camp.?
Mr. Simms has reported the case to Col. Kenly,
who has ordered the arrest of the parties.

RUNAWAY. ?Some excitement was created in the
vicinity of Baltimore and I'oppleton streets about
noon yesterday, in consequence of the running
away of the horses attached to the lager-beer
wagon of Mr. Seeger. In crossing the street the
driver, a German, was tilted from his seat. The
horses, no longer feeling the reins, took fright.?
The driver was badly bruised about the head, and
his injuries were dressed by Dr. Nell'. Tbe horses
were stopped by some soldiers.

BUKGI.AHY.?During Saturday night the dwell-
ing of Mr. Charles E. Dickey, on Charles street
avenue, near the city limits, was entered by thieves.
Their object appeared to be more to secure the keys
of Messrs. Sadtler & Sons' store, Baltimore street,
near St. Paul, than for tbe purpose of robbing
Mr. Dickey's dwelling. Mr. Charles Sadtler has
been residing with Mr. Dickey for some weeks
past, and the thieves entered his room and took the
keys of the store from his pockets and then left,
taking no other article from the room excepting a
meercbau n pipe. During Sunday right a private
watch was set over the store, but the thieves did
uot attempt to enter the establishment.

MEETING OF TIIE UNION CITV CONVENTION.?Ves-
terdav alternoon, at lour o'clock, the Union City
Convention met at Temperance Temple, but after
waiting for over an hour, the body was compelled
to adjourn for wan t a quorum. Out of the one

! hundred members composing tbe body, there were
but twenty present, and an adjournment tookplace until Thursday night next.

ACCIDENT.?I esterday morning n bov between
tbirieen and fourteen years of age, named James H.
Gamble had leg accidentaliv broken in Ash-
cralt s shipyard by a heavy piece of timber falling
on him He was taken to his home, No. 70 Happyalley, where Dr. Evans Bet the limb

STABBING CASE. ? On Saturday night last officer
Crawlord, one of the vice-police, attempted to ar-
rest Albert Hadaway, when the latter assailed him
drew a knite and stabbed Crawford in the arm!
Hadaway was afterwards arrested and committed
for Court by Justice Griffin.

MEETING OF THE COUNClL.? Pursuant to adjourn-
ment, tbe members of both Branches of tbe City
Council will meet in their respective chambers this
morning, at 10 o'clock.

PRICE TWO CENTS.
inexpedient to enter upon general legislation; hut thegreatly increased lal or renders it necessary thatshould be a temporary increase ofclerks, and I would, inthis connexion, and as a part of this improvement and
addition, recommend an Assistant Secretary of Navyon whom might be devolved many of the details thatnow occupy no inconsiderable portion of the time of theSecretary, and from which he might be relieved.

The Levant sloop of-war. Commander William E TTunt,
of the Pacific squadron, sailed from Panama in May, 1860,
for the Sandwich Is'ands, for the purpose of inquiring, at
the suggestion of the Deuartroentof State, into the dis-
bursement at those islands of the fund for the relief of
destitute American seamen She reached her destination
safely, and the investigations were conducted by Com-
mander Hunt at the ports o Honolulu, Lahaina and Hilo.
The last official intelligence reeeived by the department
trom the Levant was a communication from Commander
Hunt, dated Hilo, September 3, 1860. He expected to
take his departure in a short time for Panama. Not ar-
riving at that port by January, Flag-Officer Montgomery
espatched the steamers Saranac and Wyoming in search
rs r 'i ? latter visited the Sandwich Is ands and va-
nnirl 7

Cal *t,e ® on the route, making every possible in-
alt h ouvhli . R

?

Ut no ti,linK s or I'er were obtained.
' from Hit,, I,IV s=tained tliwt .-lie had failed
n?r, in a .°L September, lsGd, direct for Pa

\ hopes for her safely have long since beenabandoned and now devolves on Congress,as in previousinstances, to n.ake such legislation as ma v he ust andproper for the benefit of the families of the lamented offi-
tiers and crew who perished withhen

The following captures of vessels'engaged in the slave
trade have been made since thosa mentioned in the lastannual report of this department:

Bark Cora, captured on the coat of Africa. September
26, 186, by the United States sloop Constellation. Cap-
tain J. S. Nicholas, with aca-goof 705 Africans. 694 of
which were delivered to the United States agent at Mon-
rovia.

Brig Bonita, captured on the coast of Africa, October
10,1860, by the United .States San Jacinto, Captain T. A.
Dornin, with a cargo of 750 Africans on hoard. 616 of
which were delivered to the United States agent at Mon-
rovia.

Brig Tuccoa, captured on the coast of Cuba, December
20, 1860, by the United St tes steamer Mohawk, Lieut.
CommandingT. A M. Craven.

Bark Mary Kimball, captured on the coast of Cuba,
December 21,1860. by the United States steamer Mo-
hawk, Lieutenant Commanding T. A. M. Craven.

Ship Nightingale, captured on the coast of Africa,
April 21, 1861, hy the United States sloop of war Sara-
toga, Commander Alfred Taylor, with 961 Africans on
board, 801 ofwhich were delivered to the United States
ag-ut sit Monrovia

The Cora and Nightingale were sent to New York; theBonita to Charleston, and substquently to Savannah;
and the Tuccoa and Mary Kimball to Key West, anddelivered into the custody of the proper officers.

In discharging the duties that pertain to this depart-
men', and which have devolved upon it during the brief
period it has been intrusted to my hands, I have shrunk
from no responsibilities; and if. in soine instances, the
letter cf the law has been transcended, it was because the
public necessities required it. To have declined the ex-
ercise of any powers but such as were clearly authorized
and legally defined, witen the government and the country
were assailed and their existence endangered would have
been an inexcusable wrong and a cowardly omission.?

hen, therefore, the navy was called into requisition to
assist not enly in maintaining the Constitution and to
help execute the laws, but to contribute in upholding
the government itself against a great conspiracy. Idid
not hesitate, under your direction, to add to its strength
and efficiency by chartering, purchasing, building, equip-
ping and manning vessels, expanding the organization
and accepting the tendei of services from patriotic indi-
viduals, although there may be no specific legal enact-
ment for some of the authority that has been exercised.

Submitted herewith are supplemental estimates from
the several bureaus to meet deficiencies in the appropria-
tions for the naval service for the fiscal year just closed,
and for the year ending June 30, 1562.

The appropriations tor the fiscal y*ar ending June 30,
1862, amount in the aggregate to $13,168 675.86 The es-
timates now submitted amount to $30,609,520 29. For a
detailed statement of these estimates Irefer lo the reports
of the chiefs of the bureaus. GIDEOX WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
The President of the United States.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
f From the Cincinnati Doily Enquirer ]

Tlie Union Feeling at the South.
We begin to fear that we have mistaken the ex-

tent of the Union feeling at the South. Wj have
been under the impression thai a sort of terror
reigned at the South, which proven t*d the expres-
sion of the Union feeling,and that all that was need-d
to bring that Union feeling to the surface and wake
it effective was the presence of Federal troops to
protect Union men from seces.-ion violence. 'I he
opinion of some of our < bservant friends in the
army in Western Virginia is calculated to dissipate
that notion we have been so fondly cherMiir g.
One of the Colonels wiites to a relative in this ciiy
that the idea that Western Virginia is all Union is
a great mi.-t.ke; that nearly every man is asj y,
*nd that the troops are in constant danger. Mr.
George P Buell, the war correspondent ot the
Cincinnati Time*, says, in his last letter:

' You must n -t conclude, because Western Vir-
ginia has supplied for the Union cause some brave
and true soldiers, that the Union sentiment is any
stronger than it ought to be. But few persons in
this section pub'iclv express their real sentiments;
but there is a cold formality, a cautious use of lan-
guage, a hesitation on all occasions to act as guides
and convey topographical intelliger ce, a suspicious
and sinister look, betokening ihat 'the heart 1e Is
most when the lips move not.' The M adowsville

female 'wished the dwil had us ail;' there are
thousands of others in Barbour and the adjoining
coin lies that, from the bottom of their hearts,
commeni U3 to the Apocalyptic gentleman of the
cloven foot, but have not the courage to speak.
******

"There are at least fifteen hundred voters in this
county, but only two or thr.ee votes were cast at
the late election for members of the Legislature to

be organized under the new Stale o! Virginia.

The inhabitants are alarmed at the presence of the
soldiers, and only a small number ventured to the

i precinct at Phillippi."
Such information is far from encouraging. If

; there is such a universal feeling at the South
against the Federal Government and ill- Union,

J our prospect of subduing tuem is not so flattering
as it looked some time ago.

[ From the Democratic Standard, W. IT]
Subjugation of a Sovereign State.

Lincoln, in his proclamation, aet>ured the ppople
i that the war for which he wanted 75 000 eoldLrs,
I was to he waged only in defence of Washington,

1 and for the recovery ol the property ot the United
? Stall's.
; It i 3 now waged for the conquest and subjugation

of sovereign States. The State of M
. this moment, a conquered State. She fe held by a
; military force. A military force now occupies the

city of Baltimore, and governs it by martial law,
in defiance of the Constitution and laws of the

t Union. What a spectacle is this for the Americau
people to contemp late ! How far are we from an
absolute despotism ?

f * . f From the Cincinnati Timet.l
Opinion cf Mr. Cameron.

The conduct of Cameron is disgusting. There is
no honor in hiin and be is disgracing the position
he holds. He ought to be removed. He will hang

. to the Cabinet as long as there is a dollar to steal,
if he is not kicked out, as be ought to be.
Protest of the Xew Hampshire Legislature.

Ninety-one members of the House have solemnly
protested against the appropriation of 51,000,000

; for arming and equippiug State troops. In their
[ protest they say:

We have asked whether this war contemplates
, reunion, and if sn, in what manner arms are to

| achieve that object. We have asked whether it
means the desolation of Southern .homes, the over-
throw of Southern institutions, and the destruction
of our own race there. %

THE MESSAGE
[From the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin.]

The people ol the United Slates made no mistake
when thev elected Abraham Lincoln to the Presi-
dency. The noble message he sent yesterday to
Congress is a proof of this. Every one that'can
read has read it or ar.ill read it, so that it will be
idle to otter an abstract of a document, every sen-
tence of which has force and meaning.

[ From the iV. Y. Evening Post ]
The nation will honor Lg Chief Magistrate for

the directness and simplicity which characterizes
this as well as his previous state papers. There is
no official reticence; U'r is there unnecessary accu
inulation of words The message is to the people;
and the least educated man in the nation may read

it with perfect comprehension; and can. as is his
right, pass judgment upon the action of the nation's
head

[From the New York ITerald ]
The Message of President Lincoln to the two

houses of Congress, setting forth the reasons and

the necessities controlling him in Convening this
extraordinary session, is before our re-ders. It is a
highly interesting, instructive, frank, unpretending
and straightforward exposition of the acts, opinions
and policy of his administration, ar d it will com-
mand universal attention ar home and abroad It
makes plain many thing-! which have been c nsid
ered mysterious and unsatisfactory, and removes
every vestige of a doob r as to Mr Lincoln ? pur-
poses in regard to this Southern rebelii n.

[From the New J orlc Times]
It is common to heral I a President's M 's-ago to

the world as an important document. And often it
is so. 13ut never was a Message less important
than the one transmitted yesterday to Congress bv

President Lincoln, although the occasion i* the
most extraordinary that ever o CUITMI inour coun
try for the writing of a Message. The telegraph,
or some strange fate that presided in the trans-
mission and reprint of the document, has appa-
rently coincided in this view of i's value, for never
bef< re have we had a more painful jutuble from
which to extract the pith and meaning, the state-
ment and stqu-nce o a state pap-r

[From the N. Y, World.]
The President's Message has been t c iv-d with

an una. imousapprobation throughout thee u-t v.
Our exchanges from all quart rs expri ss a hear ty

satisfaction with the vigorous policy which if calls
for 400,000 men and s4oo,ooo.oooindicates, and are
impressed with the homely simplicity ai

directness and force of reason with which its l
argument and appeals are put to "plain people,
llut two journals? one the most rabid of s. c sstm

organs, the Baltimore Exchange, and he superses-

sion organ of this city ?have anvthing to say

against it. The former calls it "stuff;" the Times
s ys, "never was a message less important."

THE RUSSIAN SOLDIBU.? The following sketch is

taken from a recent Eoglisß volume:
lie is a sulky, sullen, stupid-looking fellow, with

a pale, blue complexion, like that produced by
what 'the doctors call the "administration" of

nitrate of silver in cases of disease. Poor wretch!
lie looks like a felon, for he has been treated all his

life as a hound. He has a short, straight nose, ibe

ni strils of which are turned outward, and seem like

two small holes in bis face. He has little round

eyes, but he is too stupitied bv ill treatment, to

have any expression in theui, though he is jn the
first flush of voui'u and streugth. His hair is of a
rusty bay or reddish brown. It d ies not dare to

curl or wave, and sticks nut in points and notches,

as if in despair, of doing right, turn which way it

will He is a sus
is listless, silent and awKwaui rr

| C.-ptible Of ni,h "' PJ|° %e seems to have
r spect or love 1 t jnot He is a machine read v

\ neither reason nor .nst.net,
eii . ng

Jto obey a tou .( - . . w hicb hears and acts at the
ahont of command, but of biimeif he does

D? if vou spVnk'tVhim sudXnly' he? am and

an attitude of drilled attention. He will not

flinch or stir for a blow, but his eyes darken and
his thick lips close.

He is dirty in his person and habits, but not

untidy or slovenly; for he seems always on parade.
God only knows what thoughts pass through his

mind, for he never utters any. He appears pro-

foundly impressed with his own insignificance ana

inferiority to every one who wears a g<><> co*i ,
and lie bows down abjectly before a bit o ?i

and a sword, whoever wears them.
He has no soldierly love of Pf""8 ' ?

drink, indeed, and h wifl si bulthe ,lqnor
raw spirits as long as be c £ H(j gg im _

has no ,br V e
aas wb e n sober, lie may drink

passive ill hi P speechless, motionless, but be
himself blind, dea

an offiCer told him
cannot drink eci , c<t or dr\Dk a glass of speedy
to walk do

of remuußtraDCe 0r disobedience
P°la ?H'never occur to him. He would do either as

merely a part of bis allotted task in life-the object

for which he was born.


