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How we Trapped the Burglars,
DY NORMAN A. CUTLER.

We lived in a Terrace at the time in which
my tale is laid, in what we may term a sub-
district of London, for we were within five
| miles of Charing Cross, and the dark month
| of December was npon us. Robbers had been

frequent in our neighborhood, and no less
R | thau three houses out of the ten in the Ter-
| race, had been entered by burglars, and rob-
i bed, and yet no discovery of the thieves had

7&=Ten lines or
2O All legal ady
cording to the above ra 1 ¢ )
th held responsible for the pauy
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tes, and the pa

noise on the shutter, then an interval of quiet
and again a noise. Presently the window
was gently raised, and again all was quiet.—
The noise of a heavy vchicle passing the house
scemed to afford an opportunity for a more
decided effort; for, while the rattle of the

the shutter, and we could hear that the bolt
was forced, for the shutter was gently moved.
“ Don't stir till T do, and hold your breath

Ia a very few “scconds we heard a gn;tilrg‘-

the wheels was loudest, a crack sounded from |

elty and simplicity cuin
than a match for the co:
glar, and thus T made my plans, which, you
sce, answered very well.”

** No doubt ahout that,” we repliod.

¢ Well now, come up to my room,” he con-
tinued, *“ aud see the apparatus ™

We entercd his room ; and there, close be-

side his pillow, was a tin box, in the bottom

| of which was a key.
¢ This is nearly all the apparatus,” hesaid.

intelect of a bur-

|
|

bined woull be more | with a pistol leveled at his own head, aud ev-

| dently (naking with agitation!”
|
|'in the eold?” said Pike, propping himself on
the elbow, and cooley surveying the Gaul.
“T am desperatels’ was the reply.—You

give me one hundred dollars or I will blow

out my hrain!”
“Well then, blow and be darn’d!” replied

Pike, turning over.

“Bote you vill bo arrested for ze murdaire?”

“What the duce are you standing thar for

““ But you notice some thread fustened to the | persisted the (iaul, earnestly.

if possible, whispered my friend in my car. ;
I found the latter a difficult to request to key. Trace that thread, and you will find it
comply with ; for my heart was beating with  Passes through that small hole in the sash: [
rapidity, and thumped against my ribs in the
most excited way; still I stood quict and And now you will understand my plan. 1

n

«Iil, what's that?” said Pike; ‘‘oh, I sce

and snddenly drawing a revolver and a five-
and from there it goes down to the backyard. | pound bowie from under Lis pillow be sat up-

I
right
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removing a panc of glass, and cutting a small

"hole in the shutter. The window was on the
ground floor, and could easily bo reached,
therefere, from outside. In the third rob-
bery, an upper window was entered by means
of a knife which forced back the fastening,
and of course allowed the sash to be raised.

So rapidly bad these robberies occurred,
that the whole neighborhood was alarmed.
The police shook their heads, and looked
knowing, but did nothing, and, what was
much to be lamented, failed to find the clew
to the robbers, whe, they at the same time
asserted, were evidently not regular cracks-
men.

Affairs had reached such a stage, that we
used to sleep with a revolver close to our bed-
side, when we happened to have a friend who
came to stay with us a few days. This was
an old jungle-hunter, and was an fuit at every
article by which the auimal ereation might be
He was delighted at the idea of
having an adventure with burglars, and
scorned the Lelief that they were more than a

captured.

match in cunning for even the average bush
hunter. It was in vain that we assured him
it was an axiom that an accomplished robber
| could effcet an cutrance into any house ; that
| instruments were used of such a nature as to
cut holes in doors without noise ; and, in fact,
that through roofs and skylights, down chim-
“ neys, and up water spouts, an accomplished
burglar could casily enter the best defenided
house in the kingdom.

Onr friend’s argument was, that a bur-

glar was a man on watch, who took advan-
wanideste bolng wolorp aud WlSUs-

tage of the -
tugi ** but,” said he, ¢ let my suspicious

pow
be raised, and T will defy any burglar to en-
ter my house without wy baving due warn-
ing, beeause, although I may be asleep, I
shall bear his approach, and can then make
my arrangements to welcome him.”

Although we were not desirous of having
our house robbed, yet we wished much that
our friend's confidence should be taken out of
him.

A few days after the conversation, the
police informed us that several suspecious
characters had been seen about, and recom-
! mended us to be on the alert. Here, then,
was a good opportunity to test wmy friend's
skill and wakefullness; so, having informed
him of the policeman’s warning, I asked him
if he felt confident to untertake the defence of
the house.

¢ Certainly,” he replied, *“I only demand
a dark-lantern, and  stipulite that you have a
pair of goloshes beside your bed. T also must
| go to bed last, and no servant is to go down
stairs before me in the morning ; nor is any
one to walk about during the night: then I
will defy the burglars.”

Thus it was agreed that my friend was to
act the part of guardian, and was to com-

cle

= | mence his charge on the ensuing night.

Three nights had passed, no alarms had oc-

i curred, and no robberies had taken place, and

{we began to think our alarms had been
; groundless ; but our friend said that now was
| the very time to be most guarded, for that no
| wise burglar would rob when he was expect-
'ed. Besides. he said, we have not had a
: windy night yet; Tt is when doors and win-
| dows rattle, and the chimney rumbles, that
| robberies are best affected, not when every
Estmnge noise is audible. Thus, he said,
‘;)w dil not give up hopes of yet having
something to say to the robbers before his vin-
§ it terminated,
l I usually sleep very lightly, and therefore
awoke readily upon hearing a tap at my bed-
! room door during the fourth night of our
| watch. Tt was my friend's voice that answer-
| ed me, and we were requested tocome out at
once.

« As soon as I strike a lucifer-match,” I

! replied.
i ‘* Nonsense man: a light will spoil the
| whole thing. Come in the dark: slip ona
| dressing gown and your goloshes, and come
at once.”

+¢1 soon provided as he wished, and ready
to decend the stairs in the dark.

¢ Now, remember,” said my friend, that
there arc seven steps to the first landing
twelve other afterwards, and the fourth step
creaks abominably; so be careful to descend
without noise.”

The night was boisterous, and many a
window and door shook and rattled, so that
the slight noise we made in descending the
stairs was not sufficient to have alarmed even
the most keen-cared listener. We descended
to the ground-floor, entered the pantry, *
and ‘then, standing still, devated ourselves to
Ustening,

|
|

trusted to my friend.

Nothing could be more cautious than the
proceedings of the robbers.  The shutters was
pushed back in the most elow and steady man-
ner: bad there been even a bell fastened to it
I doubt whether it would have been made to
ring. At intervals there was a rest from
work, evidently for the purpose of listening,
and then one of the robbers placed his leg
across the window-sill, and lightly descended
into the pantry.

The night, even out of doors, was very
dark, and in the corner where we stood it was
as black as Erebus. Our forms, therefore,
was quite undistinguishable, and the only
chance of discovering us whas by touching or
hearing us.

The first burglar was soon followed by a see-
ond, whilst we could hear that a third, who
was outside, was to remain there on watch,

+* Now let's light up,” said number two.”

¢ Not yet, till you push the shutter to,”
replied the other, ‘“or the glin'll be seen :
| then you come and hold the box.”

both robbers moved away a few paces from
the window by which they had entered. By
the quict way in which they walked, it was
evident that they were cither without shoes or
had on Indian-rubber coverings. Of their
size or weapons, we would see nothing : and
I began to doubt whether our position was an
agreeable one, as I was armed only with a
sword—a weapon, however, I kuew how to
use ; whilst of my friend’s means of offence or
defenee I knew nothing.

1 Lad not long to wait ; fora lucifer was
soon struck by one of the men immediately
and the room consequently lighted up. At
the same instant my friend drew up the slide
of the dark-lantern, and flashed the light on

| on the faces of the two men, at the same time
| showing the muzzle of a revolver pointed to-
wards them.

“If cither of you move, I'll put a couple of
bullets in him," said my friend, as he placed
his buck agaiost the window by which the
men entered.  ** Now drop that crow-bar,”
he continued in a voice of authority ; * down
with it : and you,” he said to me, ** pull open
the shutter and shout for the police.”

The idea that is usually entertained of a
a burglar is, that he is a man of great sizes
strength, and daring, that he would anmulate
any moderate man.  When, then, the light

)

had eaptured, our humble sclf althoug no great
pugilist, yet feltable to defeat cither of them
if it came to a matter of fits; and T must own
that the pale and astonished faces of the meu
were not indicative of any very great cour-
age.

Our shout for police was shortly answered :
and the burglars having beeu subdued by the
sight of the revolver, the muzzle of which
pointed first at one, then at the other, were
captured by the police, three of whom were
speedily on the spot, and conveyed to the lock
up ; whilst weand a deteetive who had been
brought down from London some days previ-
ously examined the details by which the men
had cffected and entrance.

pecially on such a night,” said the detective.

““ When once they’re in, they move like
mice. We know them ; and I expect they'll
get seven years.”

The man was about correct, for one, the
older offender, was sentenced to six and the
other to five years' penal servitude.

It will, I suppose, be of no use trying
sleep again to-night, for it is three o'clock,”
said my friend.

“T cannot sleep,” was the reply; ““and I
am dying to hear how you found out that
these men were approaching the house.”

Being then, of one mind, we partly robbed
ourselves, lighted a fire in the kitchen, and
soon being provided with acigars, and grog,
got very comfortable, and satisfied with our
work. My friend then began his account,
which he gave much in the following words :

“The burglar, as I told you, has usually
the advantage of surprise. He can sclect the
| time at which he makes the attack ; and if his
| proceedings are carried on cautiousty ; he en-
| ters a house before he is heard. Few men
would, however, venturc to do so, unless
they previously bad good information as to the

sell.
doors or windows, they find it out; and they

skill upon.

| merely time and proper instruments to over-

ieome.

revealed the faces and forms of the men we |

““You were very lucky to hear them, es- |

interior arrangements of the house, this they 1
obtain either from servants, tradesmen or some | an unpleasaut dilemma, but the cogency of |

know tolerably well the domestic arrange- |
ments of the locality they purpose trying Y.hcir | very savage aspect one night tried to room
M 1;‘10:? "El:l too, °°:V°“::1’"1 | with a tall rawboned glutleman from /rkan-
me of protecting a house, such as bolts, | 444, who had becn rather free with bis moncy | | isfied wi [ idish thi
¢ )\ 5 5 satisfied with the play, and applauded as | put away childish things, and set i

and { ars, chaius, locks &c., all of. which require lduring the day and evidently had plenty ore | one man.” PP 4 set affections
behind.  Next morning, “'Pike” awukoning,l
It therefor: mec{m\d {0 mo that Bov- ' Jigcovered his room-mate standing over him, + ed the manager, prouwy, aild

|l:|m\v that no man could approach the Lack
part of the house without walking up the back
yard, which is ouly four y

feet from the ground, some fine biack thread ;

this was made fast on one side, but slipped I'renchmen was standing in his night-robe at
e—a proof that what

through a loop and led up to my window on
the other.

The thread then passed through the hole T
_had bored in the window sash, and was then
made fast to this key. Under the key T pla-
ced the tin box you sce; and over the key was
a bar to prevent its being dragged up more
\llmu six inches. Tach night before T weut
| to bed I just drew the string tight and fasten-

ed it in the yard; taking care to free it before
morning, o0 as to keep the plan a sceret.  If
| then a man or anything above two feet high
| walked up the yard, the sering was pressed
against, the key was drawn up sharply against
the bar, and the string broken;

en the key
of course, fell into the tin box, making quite
noise cnough to waken me.

Tmmediatly the string or thread broke, it

The shutter was quictly pushed to, and | would fall to the ground : and the person w ho | g

had done all this would not have felt anything
the resistance being so slight. I must own 1
should preferred horse-hair to thread ; but,
as it was, the latter answerd very well.

was fast asleep when the key fell; but imwme-

diately awoke, and takihg my lantern outside |

my door lighted it, and came to you, for 1
kuew that a man onlyi n the back-yard could |
have dropped my key.

So now you see how the burglars were trap-
ped, for you know all the rest.”

++ Certainly you succeeded, and so we ought |
not to be eritical,” we replied. ** But sup-
pose they had entered by the front-window, |

instead of by the back ? how then 17 |

“You sce this thread,” he said, grasping |

one that was near the door.  “Pull it.”

I did so and immideiately a tin-cup dropped
into the hand-lasin.

“That thread goes down stairs, and is fas-
tened across the front window: but I broke |
that off as I went out of my room, so that it
should not impede my journcy down stairs,
Thus I could at once know whether a man
was approaching the back-door or had cuter
ed by the front window; and, in either ca
thiuk I could have captured him.”

Simplicity had  eertainly been adopted in

the present case, but the means had shown
themselves to be ceflicient.”
“People are usually very silly,” eontinued

our friend, “*when they hear, or think they |

hear, suspicious noiscs of a night.  The first

thing they usually do is to light a candle, 1[!‘1!

which proclaims to the robber that he has heen
- henrd, and must escape; then they go about

¢

| the house with this candle, and m o
noise, so that a man may have plenty of
to get away, or to hide himself, Tustead of
this,if a person were to listen intently he would

be able to hearany suspicious noises distinet- |

ly, and decide upon their canse, then, Le
| must know his own house better than a robber
he is best off of the two in the darl; and when

baving armed himself, lie has quietly opencd
i hia door he may wait and listcu until the rob-
{ bers are heard moving about when he may
take such stepsas may seem nceessary. If |
every person was merely to plan what] was to
be done in case of robbers entering his house |
(and then were to carry out this if the occa-
sion required it, burglary would be too danger-
| rous and unsuccessful a proceeding to be pop-
| ular or profitable, and might be given up for
{ & more bonest means of obtaining a livelihood

so that really we may consider ourselves to
| have done the commuuity a benefit when we

capture one of these gentry; whilst those who | ;
!'that he had no right to coerce a State théreby |

allow their house to be robbed with impuunity
| jeopardize their neighbors property.”

oS
Equal to the Emergency-

Not many years ago two Frenchmen—one

| wealthy and in possession of ready cash, and !

l the other poor and penniless—occupied by
chance the same room in a surburban hotel.
In the morning the “‘scedy” one arvose first,
and holding a pistol to his forehead and back-
ing against the door, exclaumed to his horti-
| fied companion:

It is my last desperatc resort: Iam pen-
! niless and tired of life, give me 500 francs, or
iI will instantly blow out my brains, and you

will be arested as a murderer!”

The other lodger found himself the hero of

| locking the door on the outside.
Hearing of this anotber Frenchman, of

| ploded in the air and with it ong fractic little

' the foot of the siair
may suit one attitude will not answer for an-
other.

And says his pursuitand his captur nhuman,
A qguestion ari nore darkly bewildering:

““Who is the father of Davis's children?'
Oh, contradictory Jeff!
A D 0X you remaing
Had your last Shift been Bootless
It Liad not been in vain.

Was Jef. promoted when he left the regu-
lar line for the crinoline ?

¢« Surcly,’

. ““if Davis

J. D, having tried the tragic and failed,
throngh four long dismal years, attempted
| the comic and Im.«mrul on the same day, mak-
|

|

¢ is known from a King by bis boots ”

a
|

|
ing as ludicrous a figure as can be conceived.
What is the difference between ancicnt and

modern chivalry ? ‘Ancient

ivaley worea
coat of mail ; moderan chivalry a coat of fow

| male!

A temperance man says that Davis' conver-
is one of the most
The obser-

sion to cold water prineiple

cord.

remarkable changes on re

vation is not very clear, and can only be re-

1

to the prol

ferre

the “* old mother,” in her new ¢

A facetions Indian says that Jeff. Pavis’
| hoop was the last war-whoop of the Confede-
! racy.

stane
Jeff, turned pale when he was detected, and
kicked the bucket.
— et r—— s
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY.
Javes Boenaxay has written a letter to

| “*vindicate the truth of history.” 1t was stat-

ed in the New York Lvening Post that Mr.
Buonanay was nomiuated at Cincinnati in
1856, after a strong contest over the other
| candidates by some scerct agreement previs
i ullrl)' 1

| even went so far as to countenauce the doc-

f&ocession.  After the nomination was

¢ the 2ost says that Judge

| ma Juack, of

| Pennsgylvania, arose and made a stroug pro-
| slavery speech, denouncing **Abolition
apd **Black Republicanism,” and arguing

that the Stutes p
tion, the right of
and told the Cs
elected, aud a Black Republican should  be
elected, as his suceessor, he (Mr. Bucuanax)

sion,

would do nothing to interfere with the exercise

of it This pl

juthern leeders,
d by Mr. Buenasaxs that Judge

eepted by the
Now it is

not a member

I}

JErEMIAH Biack ¥

that Conventi

on.

wade by Colonel Saytve A, Buack, and it is
| avérred that nothing in what he said “‘affords

Had |

the least color for any such mistake,

A man may as well be hung for a sheop as
a lamb, he cooly remarked: and at the word,
1s wide. T there- ‘ lie started for the Ganl; but the latter was too
fore tied across the back yard, and abont two | nimble, the hoss-pistol innocent of lead, ex-

DAVISANA.
“Who was the £ r of Zebedee's children?'?
Once was o qu Mought very bewildering!
Jut now ginee Jeff, Pavis deela & A woman

the Army and Nuvy Jour-
Lad recalled his old experi-
it eards, lie would have remembered that

le change of beverage of

Davis in confinement is reported as comfor-
table as could be expeeted under the circum-

ke by hi friends which pledged hiw
to extreme State Rights principles, which

od, under the Constitu-
He went fucther

ition that if thenominee was

was ample, and was ae-

of | water,

The gpecch referved to was
I

SPEZOH OF A OONVERTED REBEL.

At a mecting of Southern men in Memphis,
recently, Colonel Grace, of Arkansas, “spoke
as follows:

Feuwow Crrizexs: I am the man who drew
up the ordinance of Sccession in the Legisla-
ture of Arkansas. T have been in the field
fighting against, the Union for nearly four
years, but now Iam a conquered and whipped
man, [Laughter.] As I was gallant in go-
ing out to fight, I now propose to be gallant
at surrendering and submitting to the'arms of
the Government that we cannot whip.—
[Laughter.] I have no contempt for Federal
authority now, if I ever had. I donot think
there is a manly bosom in the South but that
has higher respeet for Northern gallantly than
‘ when we went into the fight . There may be

some men in the North who may think that
the South had a hand in the death of our la-
{ mented Presideut, but I know that the people
of the South mourn over his death, and feel
that they have losta friend  The Norgh have
maintained this confliet nobly, and the South
have nothing to be ashamed of. I am proud
of the South—there is something in the very
atmosphere that makes men great.  So, I say
that the South is not an insiguificant people :
{ and if so great people as they are cannot whip
! the world, who cannot eome to the incvitable
conclusion that the North is greater ? [Laugh-
ter.] And I am not going to stultify myself
by saying L have been whipped by somebody.
Now it is our duty to respect and go back to
this great national churen repent, get absolu-
tion, and be baptised afresh. [Laughter.] T
know we will receive honorable and just terms.
When I had an interview with the President,
his hieart scemed to be ever overflowing with
love toward the Southern people. We first
went out of the Union and threw down tho
gage of battle, and the North picked it up ; we
fired the first gun and took the first fort—Fort
| Sumter—which was taken back a few days ago.
| [Laughter.] The North scemed to be unwil-
|1ing to fight; they did not think we would
| fight, and so we thought of them, but,to our
sorrow we have found out different; thoy
seemed to spring up like mushrooms from all
parts of the earth.  Before this war I never
I never felt the

saw a Federal officer bardly.

slightest oppressionof the Federal Cove ‘ut
{in fact T never thought we hal oue X
| went out to fight, then 1 found we did & e a

rovernment.,

A Toven or Prrrorrvy —Close to the lands
of the Centre Oil Company there lives an old
chap wortha mint. Tgnorant of course, duwb
luck has made Lim rich. Ilis houscholds pets
consist of a terrier dog and stupid daughter,
hoth of whom engaged his attention. The for-

| mer provided for, he determined to “‘accom-
! plish” his daughter. To this end he came to
| the city. He bought a piano, a harp, a gui-
| tar, and a car load of music books, and so

| ferth, winding up his business by engaging a
| first-class intellectual and musie tutor, with
f;dlnf which he started for the “‘region.” The
| dofuments were of course soon arranged for
| bustness. The tutor set to work and toiled
likea Trojan, but with no success. Despair-
ing of ultimate triumph, he went to the oil
king and made a clean breast of it.

“Why, what the world's the matter?” ask-
ed the father.

“Well,” answered the tutor, “Kitty has
a piano, and goitar, and harp, and music, and
| books, and all that, but she wants capacity—
[ thst's all.”

“Well, by the Lorg TTarry,” eried the oil
king, “if that’, all, just buy it. I've got the
stuff, and if moncy will get it she shall have
| capacity or any thing else.”

———

Tne Lavaun or Woman.— A woman has no
natural gift more bewitching than a sweet
laugh. Itis like the sound of flutes on the
It leads from her in a clear sparkling
rill, and the heart that hears it feels as if ba-
thed in the cool, exbilarating spring. Have
you every pursued an unsecn fugitive through
trees led on by a fuiry laugh—now here, now
| there, now lost, now found? We haye, and

|

heorany ot n dared to make »-ur‘h‘ b X 3 ;

a [.I«-‘l;_(m-, My, ys he would have | we ure‘pursz-x:n;; l.uat wmdurmg. voice to .t!us
condemued it in his letter accopting the nonsi- | day Somctimes it comes to us in .thc midst
nagion, Thisisall very well; but as Mr | of care or sorrow or u-}:smne business; and
Buciasas, i his message of 1830, declared | then we turn away and listen, and hear it rin-
that he waa powerless to prevent Se »and | 898 th,ongh the room like a silver bell, with

"nited Rtates Constitution was n rape of

to |
JUCITANAN s

o Mr, Bremaxay
All that Mr. 3
ac did not do, he, Mr. Bucnavax,

deman-
n his cpinion, the
sand, |
n make Lut little odds whether Colonel
ion
at |
ters |

power to seoure away the evil spirits of the
mind. How much we owe to that sweet laugh!
| 1t turns the prose to pootry: it flings showers
of sunshine over the darkness of the wood
| which we ave travelling, it touches with light
! even our sleep, which is no more the image of
death, but is consumed with dreams that are
the shudows of immortality.

| wards \ii.l'd‘._ "1'!;{' trutl: rr'f history” can- | Cumprsic Triscs.—Children imagine them-
not be “vindicated” by a denial of that fact | selves possesion of great wealth if they have
Mr. Breavay's declaration, therefore, seems

.“UPCI".‘H‘G:I(( ry.

Tue Avoescs.

i stuffed their little purses with counters, or
moncy made of old cards and broken pottery;

he wanager of a coun- | but, when they offer their coin for bLiscuits {a
g Y
try theatre looked into the house between the | the baker, they learn with sorrow that is wor+",

| acts, an turned with a face of dismay to the {nothing. © Tulike manner, we too, drear, that

| prompter with the question:—
“Why, good gracious, where's the

7

cnecs

; audi-

o:e whlo visits the 1ocnl|ty'; or they oome | b companion’s argument strnck him cold. } “Sir,” replied the prompter without mou- |
themnelves as tramps, or with some trifle to | e queitly erept to his pantaloons, hauded |ing a muscle, ““he is just now gape to get | &ate of leaven, we shall be 46)q that the
Thus, if there are bells attached to | gyer the amount, and the other vamosed after | some beer.”

| the possession of some hundreds of ‘thonsand
of pieces of gold wakes us greab nwyd miglyy
men, and entitles us to Wivereal f”Pe"‘f
whereas, when we appear with  fhem at, tho

. are
| filth, and nothing more, Tt ‘thus 'P{Pém

The manager wiped the perspiration from | that lifeon earth is clyd's play for the old

his brow, and said.—
< Will he return, do you thiuk
*Most certaiuly; he expressos himself high

"

““Lhe: exclain

a let the business proceed,”
", W aid

proceed,  {of immoptality —Gothold's Emblems,

| not ‘lcs than for the young unless indeed, ‘we
attain to the dlessedness of the new birth,
- | grow to the stature of men in Christ Jesus;

upon objecte worthy of the efforts of a soul
lwniuh 13 the offspring of God, sad destined

e e i B,




