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MISCELLANY.

THE MAGIC MTRROR.

I tell thee
There’s not a pulse beats in the human frame
"That is not governed by the stars above us;
The blood that fills our veins, in all its ebh
And flow, is swayed by them as certainly
stless tides of the salt sea
resplendent moon.

NEELE

‘Come, come, my good old dame,” said
Leopold, “tell us where yo have hidden
these young ladies. 1 am sure that I heard
sounds as I came along the heath, which
could be no other than female voices. Be-
seech them to come forth now, my gentle
Sibil ; for, if you don’t, I mnst begin to court
you. | am pledged to make love to some
one this pight.’ o

The okl hag grinned, and shook her pal-
sied head, swearing over and over ain
that there was no lemale in the house but
herself.

¢You have some wine hidden, il you have
no women,’ said Schwartzwald : come, pro-
duce that, mother, and then we’ll talk about
the other affiirs ; but the wine in the firs
place, for my walk and the night-blast have
made me as cold asa errpse,’

The old woman removed one of the tiles
+vith which the floor of her hut was paved,
and'produced, from a hole which it cover-
ed, a large old fashioned flask. She placed
it on the table with glasses.

‘Come, Alice,’ said Schwartzwald, ‘et us
have a peep iato thy mirror.’

‘What would’st thou see ¥’
woman emphatically. :

‘Nay, | care not for thy tricks,’” he repli-
ed; *but Meinberr there will like to view
some of thy juggling; and I can tell thee
also, by way of putting thee on thy mettle,
hat he has uo faith in it—he thinks thee an
arrant ¢neat.

asked the old

"The old woman looked angrily at each of

‘her visitors; and Leopold, who thought that
m his character of guest, and an uninvited
-one 100, it would be the extrme of ill breed-
qing to affront the lady of this noble man-
sion, disclaimed his friend’s imputation, and
assured the old woman that he had the
‘highest opinion of her skill.

The hag muttered some unintelligible
| wordsbetween her teeth, but in such a mans
| ner-that Leopold did not know whether his
i «compliment had appeased her, or whether

she was still indignant at his want of faith
in herpractices. ~ He therefore repeated his
request that she would permit him to see
the mirror. ;

Schwartzwald, in the mean time, seemed

and Leopold’s endeavours to propitiate her.
‘Come,”  he said at length, ‘produce thy
eharmed-irror, and let ussee what is to be
our destiny.’

“The mirror is destroyed,’ said the old
woman; ‘and, i it were not, you know 1tis
against the:Jaws to make use of it.’ s

{ “Thou deet mistake, gentle Alice,” said
| Schwartzwald, ‘it is not destroyed; and,
’ when thou talkest of laws, for whom dost
| thou take us? Are we Philistines’ * are
I we meek and liypocritical tradesmen ? are
e like the quaking citizens who come to
.consult thy art about stolen spoons; and
who, il" they cannot find them, would de-
wwounce thee, or doore thee to that singeing
drom which I once had the honor and the
shappiness to rescue thee? Come, come,
ay good lady, away with thy scruples;
Meinherr is a gentleman—the main-spring
and life-blood, as it were, of college vouths;
true as steel, and seeret .86 a father confes-
sor. Produce, then—bring forward thy
wonders, and without delay.’
L Leop repeated his raquest that she
would ‘do so; for his curiesity was now ex-
Poiled as well hy the speech of Schwartz-
! wald as by the old woman’s.evident relue-
* tanee to comply with their regpest.
| The hag yieided to their united importu-
nities; and, still muttering, while her aged
frame shook with an increased agitation,
. she aroae, and began to make her prepara-
for exhibiting the mirror. #he first
illy raked up afl the embers of the fire
into a heap, and covered them with 2 close
vesgel, so that the faint Jight which betore
‘ streamed from them was now wholly ob-
scured. She next went to,a recess in ane
' nornc;'_ of the roo’zn.;'w o i
tity of rags and.
the wall, she ope

seen a 5& curtain.

e
“

-

to en{:')y mightily the old woman’s angers|

oy e shoulder.

some degree overawed by the hag’s man-
ner, and the caution of her preparations,
He hesitated as to what he should choose.

‘I should like,’ said Schwartzwald, ‘to see
the place of my burial, as, in all probability,
when T vigit it for the last time, I shall not
be able to recognise it.’

“Thank you for the hint,’ said Leopold ;
‘it shall be so;—show me my grave.’

The curtain was heard to be slowly
withdrawn, and Leopold saw a small
square mircor before him, which was per-
fectly distinet, and in which light seemed
to be reflected, although there was nonein
he chamber. He looked again, and the
surface appeared to be dulled, as if by some
| vapor passing before it. ‘This soon clear-
ed away, and he saw within the mirror a
sight which rivetted his attention, A small
square enclosure, surrounded by high walls
|and thinly planted with ocypress-trees,
seemed to lie before him. The walls were
like those of a cloister, and were covered
with a elimbing shrub: the branches of
some acacia-trees, loaded with blossoms,
hung over; and in that part which was
opposite to him, and beyond them, he saw
the spires of a building, which seemed to
be either a church or a monas estab-
lishment. Looking down he saw that the
small enclosure was thickly covered with
graves, on each of which a small wooden
cross had been placed, and flowers thickly
planted. One grave was open, as if'it had
been just dug: he looked upon the wall a-
gainst which this open grave was made,
and he saw upon it a marble tablet, with
an inseription. He gazed upon this tablet,
and red his own name, ‘Leopold Von Des-
terreich,’ in large and distinet letters. An
emotion, for which he could not account,
held him fixed to the spot: he rubbed his
eyes, to be sure that he was under no de-
lusion; still the silent burial-ground lay be-
fore him—still his own name seemed to be
uttered from the marble on which it was
written, and to rine in his ears as well as
pain his eyes. A cold sweat settled upon
his brow—his head turned round—and he
would have fallen but'for Schwartzwald.

‘The hag, who knew well enough, al-
though she could not see, what was going
on, called out, in an almost unearthly
voice, ‘You have looked upon it once—ol
the third time beware!’

A hollow and disordant voice, which he
believed to be her’s, then groaned, rather
than sung—

Hither, hither, shall you come;
This yourlast and lowly home.
Wheresoe’er your way you bend,
Hither must your travel tend:
Roam the earth, or swim the deep,
Hither, hither, still you oreep,

In this dull cold bed to slecp.

While this melancholy strain still linger-
ed in his ears, the curtain was again drawn,
and the lamp lighted. Leopold felt sick
at heart, and could not rally his strength
so as to reply to Schwartzwald.

‘Why, zounds!’ said the soldier, ‘the
old woman has frightened you indeed.’

Leopold heard the taunt, but he could
not reply toit.

out a large glass of wine, “try this never-
failing specific against the blue and every
other sort of devils.”

Leopold swallowed the wine, which
was at once delicious and powerful; his
spirits returned, his heart glowed, and even
more than his wonted animation pervaded
tis (rame, He felt a powerful excitement,
and langhed aloud, all the fears which the
sight of' the grave . had oecasioned being
forootten.

‘Why, what matters it,’ said Schwartz-
wald, ‘where a man is buried? We shall
all bein our graves some day, perhaps;
and the knowledge where they are situated
cannot bring them one step nearer to us.
Drink, then; let death come wher he will,
he shall find us properly prepared for the
jnu,rney, as far as good liquor can prepare

us.
Leopold filled his glass again, and, as he
drained it, a noise like that of suppressed
laughter was heard at the door. Old Alice
opened it, and began to talk to some per-
sons who were gtanding on the outside.—
It was soon apparent that the new-comers
were females; and Leopold, who was now
in very high spirits, leaped from his chair,
and rushing to the door, swere that, who-
ever they were, they should enter. Sch-
warizwald followed him, and they drag-
wed in two girls, svhom they feund talking
to Alice
The wenches strugeled a goed deal, and
seemed very averse to entering the cot
taﬁ)ee: but the ' two gallants ' were men not
to be denied; by main force the fair ones
were seated near the fire, and their cloaks
taken off. . {

Leopold. pressed his suit - very vigerous-
ly; he was going through the forms usual
on the occasions, swearing all those ocaths
which he had found to prevail often before,
and which your accomplished lover always
swears, and  never means to observe,
when Schwartwald slapped _him on the

*Bravol’ said he, ‘you redeem your pledge
bnv’el;?.mwui'dyt::t you a{ﬁa"ﬁ‘:ﬁ
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‘Here,” said Schwartzwald, pouring him

che, that vou have heen gulled, and that
you have fallen into a trap I have long laid
tor you I thought that your impudence
and rashness must at some time or other
yield you into my hands, and that all the
pains I have taken with yon could not be

with fear. He dispised the dark powers |
whieh had aszailed h but mingled with |
his scorn was a fve ing that their spells had '
power over I:im, and that a clankless and |
nvisible chain fettered his very heart. |

Among the follies into which he had

|
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