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SPEECH OF MR. CROCKETT,

Of Tennessee, in rep!

the whole on the state of the Union.

House oF ]{L:l'ur>1~;.~"1‘xr1\'!:s,} .

June 16th, 1840.

Mg. CROCKETT said:—

1 bad not intended, Mr. Chairman, to treuble
the committee with any remarks on this bill,
until the honorable gentleman from New York,
(Mr. Strong) addressed the committee a few days
since, and reminded me sf the peculiarity of my
position in relation to it.

Important as I regard it—destructive and ru-
inous in its consequences and tendencies, as I
believe it to be, to the prosperity and happiness
of ‘thosé who have honored me with a seat on
this floor, and of the whole country, I had deter-
mined to pursue my usual course of silence, and
to manifest my opposition te it by simply record-
ing my agaiust it. And, sir, so much of our
time lias been consumed in speech-making—we
have talked so much and done so little during
the present sessioz, that even now, though urged
by an imperative sense of duty, I rise withi un-
feigned reluctanc

But, sir, as I have refr
taking any part. in the discussions which have
engaged our attention, I feel encouraged to hope
the committee will pardon the trespass I am
about to commit upon their time and attention,
in submitting some of the views which govern
me in my opposition to this measure.

Mr. Chairman, befure I proceed to the discus-
sion of the bill on your table, I have a prior ob-
ligation to perform. The legislature of the state
which I have the honor in part to represent,
thought proper, in the plenitude of their wisdom,
attheir last session, te adopt resolutions instruct-
ing the Senators, and requestiag the Represen-
tatives from that state, among other things, to
“yete for, and to use all fair and proper exer-
tions te procurc the passage of the measure

ned, heretofore, from

brought forward in the Congress of the United |
salled the sub-treasury bill or |

States, common
independent treas

ry bill.” That bill is now

upon your table. Sir, for the honor of my state, |
1 shouid be happy if I could discharge what 1 |
conceive to be my duty, without making further |

referonce to these resolutions. But the respect
which is due te th i
sovereign state, upon a subject of so mueh w:
nitude, entitles them to scrious consideration ;
and I should feel that I had failed to discharge a
ic duty, were I, under these circumstances,
to be silent.

The honorable gentleman ffem New York,
(Mr. Strong) and wiyself, are somewhat similar-
ly situated in respect to this bill; and I design
to confine my remarks chicfly to a reply, or at
least an attempt to reply, to some of the argu-
ments of that honorable ember, for whors, al-
though I difitr with him tote coelo, I entertain
great respect.

In truth, Mr. Chairman, I decply regret to
find my friend from New York, on the wrong
side in politics; for, really, sir, I set so high a
value on his pcrsul‘.al friendship, that I am very
sorry to differ with him. But, [ feel authorized
to hope, nay, more, I feel confident that when
he comes to be convinced ef the fact, as I think
ke soon must be, that he is acting with a party,
and supperting an administraiion, whose demoz-
racy consists entirely in same and profession,
while their mcasurcs and practices are of the
most ultra federal character, he will renounce
and abandon them, and cc ver to the true old
fashioned demoeratic republican faith, and be a
good whig.

The gentleman from New Yeork, (Mr. Strong)
will pardon me for one word in regard to the po-
sition he assumed on this point, before I proceed
to notice the resolutions adopted by the legisla-
ture of my own state.

Sir, the honorable member from New York, as
it would appear from the resolutions of the Le-
gislature of that State, w hich he caused to be
read at the clerk’s table, has been advised in a
very polite and respectful manner, I should say,
that he will conform Lis action to the wishes and
best interests of the people of his State by oppo-
sing this measure, whick they chacterize, and
very justly, in 1wy humble judgment, as one
fraught with many evils to the country.

But, sir, the gentleman has thought proper not
only to disregard this advice, but to pronounce
some severe strictures upon the coaduct and mo-
tives of those who gave it—in other words, the
hig portion of the Legislature of his Sm&;

to Mr. Strong of New-
York, on the sub-treasury bill, in committee of

do not dare to g
pably uncenstitut

The Committees on the militia in both branches
of Congress have reported against its adoptien,
and could do no mor
friends of the admi
tiful and beggarl
and shield the administration from the odium
which attaches to it, by showing that it res
bles in some respects the plans heretofore propos-
ed by some other distinguish i

Senators from the State o

candor to say, if ever you have known a
men, urder any circumstances, to p
selves in an attitude before the count
tien of the legislature of a | premely rediculous ? Do you le&u\'v.-sir, that
| such an ins
base party
I of the world ?

jority of the last liegi
ev
representatives of that high-toned and indepen-
dent peeple, (of which thank God I apprehend
there is but little danger,) I should thir
be well for them to wait until they se
the friends of the administration in Congr
support their own measures, before they i
those opposed to them to do so in advance.

denouncing them as the offspring of a
and, snbservient part
the command of one of the most unprincipled of
all the serfs and vassals of power
would be rather uncourteous and d
¥1e majority of t! e T ezislature and the Gevernor
of my State, I will not do so.

that they requir

slaves, before they 1 understand.

Why, Mr. Chairman, without intending any
disrespect to the honorable member, 1 mllalﬁw al-
lowed to say that te refuse obedience to Mstrue-
tions upon “such a shallow quibble, is trifling,
contemptible and absurd in the citreme. Sir,
would respectfully submit to the gentleman to
say, if a dog that has been well raised will not
go out of the house when he is bidden, and will
not wait to be kicked out.

Now, sir, the resolutions adepted by the Le-
gislature of my ewn State, to which I have al-
ready referred, go much further than those of the
Legislature of New York, of which the gentle-
man so leudly complains. = They are much more
extraordinary in their character, it would seem
to me; and, from the tenor of the gentleman’s re-
marks, I cannot doubt but they would suit his
taste and that of his party precisely ; for they not
only instruct the senators of that State
quest her representatives in Congress to vote for
this obnoxious and pestilential measure, but all
others, which have been or may hereafter be, re-
commended by the President! I repeat, sir, that
I and wmy colleagues are not only requested to
support in good faith the “Independent “Freasu-
ry scheme” and all its concomitants, but all
others which have been or may hereafter be
“brought forward” by the presemt chief mzgis-
trate—standing army and all!

Yes, sir,—here is a measure, intended to ope-
rate as one of the adjuncts of this tremendous and
fearful engine of power—I mean the Sub-T'seasu-
ry bill, which propo: to organize the militia
of the United States inte a grand and magnifi-
cent Standing Army of two hundred thous nd
men, to be at the beck and call of the President,
recommended by the Secretary of War and en-
dorsed by the President himself. ‘This measare
has been ¢ brought forward” since the adoption
of those resolutions. But, sir, it is so bold a
mevement—such an open and undisguised at-
tempt to clothe the President with absolute pow-
er over almost one fifth of all the votes in the
Union—it has produced so much eensternation
and alarm, and has become so odious and offen-
ive to the people every where throughout the
country, that even their own friends in Cong
it countenance. It is so p
nal that the most ultra and
unscrupulous of the adherents of po% i
gress will not venture to stgnd up in its def

n on the part of the
ation, than to make a pit-
mpt to white-wash it over

1 men, for ol
- the militia of the country. And yet, s
Tennesseeare insiru

ed, and the representatives requested, uncondi-
tionally, to give it their support !

Now, Mr. Chairman, I submit, sir, to your

ce them-
ry, S0 su-

ance of consumate syccophancy, and
rvility is to be found iir the annals

t

who composed the ma-
re of my State, should
power to nstruct the

Sir, if those worth

rgain have it in thei

it would
whether
s will
stract

But, Mr. Chairman, | wilkonly detain the com-

mittec a few moments longer with this part of
the subject.—I can command no language suffi-
ciently strong to express the sover. ign and inefla-
ble contempt I entertain for these res slutions, and
their author:
pendent fr

; and which every Lonest and inde-
.man of whatever party in that State
must feel. I cannot speak of them, sir, without
set of base
aves, who acted under

and as this
pectiul to

I will only express my firm and decided belief

that these resolutions, are nct only not in con-
formity with the will of a majority of the people
of Tennessee, but directly opnosed toit ; and that
her enlightened and independent sons will ne
be content until they wipe off the deep disgrace
thercby cast upon her bright escutcheon. Nor
will ‘hey fail to inflict cendign punishment upon
those political harpies who drove the
and lamented White from their servie
of the nation !

1ustrieus
and that

Sir, I need not,say in this place how much that

great and goed r:an was beloved, honored re-
spected,—nay, more
by the peopleof that State.” He had been in their
service for forty years, and had filled almost every
office within theic gift, with a fidehity and devo-
tion to their interest and prosperity almost with-
out a_parallel in the history of this nation or of
world.—He was her noblest, purest—most en-
lighrened st patriotic son. His character for

Linay say, almost idolized,

He denounces the resolutions as “Jan B
and altogether “anomalous” in their character.
And why? because forsooth, they only express an

ion, and declare what the will and wishes of

opinion.

the peoﬁle of that State are; and because they do
not take the broad ground and instruct her sena-
tors and request her representatives, but simply
inferm the gentleman and his colleagues that they
will conform their action thereto by opposing
this measure.

Now, sir, to my mir.d, the doctrines of the gen-
tleman on this point are quite as novel and “an-
omalous” as'the resolutions of his State Legisla-
ture scem to be to his. Heand his party profess
to believe in the doctrine of instruction. ‘Lhey
hold that the Legislature of a State has a right
to instruet her senators, and the people their re-
P tives, and the ponding obligation
of obedience on the part of those so instructed.—
And yet, sir, the honorable tleman in this
case, raises a quibble and puts his refusal to obey

Tlutions to oppose the bi
mnt the will and wishes of the

. te are in
an artifice of
induce

on the ground that he is not requested by the reso-
ill, but merelhyintomed
le of his
rd to it. He denounces this as

majority of the -
el Vi g s 4y

honesty, integrity, firmness, and purity of inten-
tion was unsullied as the driven snow.—The
poisonous tonguc of calumny and detraction was
never able to fix®the smallest stain upon his pri-
vate or public charucter. Amidst all the vicissi-
tudes and changes ef party strife through which
he passed during his long and cmiu:nﬂy useful
career, he was the same firm, inflexible and con-
sistent Republican, and pursued the even tenor
of his way, lookigz to no other ‘end than his
country’s weal. With an enlightened and sound
judgment, and an unwavering devotion to the
Constitution he adhered to his political faith,
¢« yyithout variableness or shadow ef turning” te
the latest moment of his life. And he had been,

“8o clear in his great office, his vartues

Will plead like angels trumpet-tongued, against
The deep damnation of his taking off;

And pity, like a naked new-born babe

Striding the blast—or Heaven’s cherubim, horsed
Upon the sightless courser of the wir,

Shall hlow the horrid deed in cvery cye,

"It tears shall drown the wind”—

But, sir, because he would not abandon all his
long-cherislied principles and chain himself un-

ture to
from that State, to vote

this bill without
Wrlids of b

utions in

he acts,

structions to public servants? Is it a m’
“more or leds than to inform them of u:ywmo f
cir constituents? Surely, sir, this is all thatis

ry to be known by thase who honudab;;

as

tion. But, sir, if 1 w‘:ieeohunaagwuon
to the motive of the New York
the resol )

t who take good eare never to ice
_ except when t can be made available for

Sl e e gl o ety

eonﬁiﬁonslly to the car of power, because ke re-
fused to lend himsclf to a band of political pi-
rates and plunderers, and aid them in perpetuat-
ing their power, regardless of every other consi-
deration but the spoils of office—because he re-

eommanded, ordered, dri-
nto it, like so many gally

fornfince

earth.

They instructed him to do what they knew no
honorable man, situatc Y
‘The course he pursued is already known to you,
Mr. Chairman, and to the eountry. c
true to his principles, and preferring the private
station with the conscience of an honest man, to
the honors and emoluments of office, at the ex-
pense of principle, he r
of that last
)laced herself on more elevated ground, than he
jad ever occupied before.

But, Mr. Chairman, although that great and
lamented statesman and patriot, of whom it may
be said, that y
“Nature formed him and then broke the mould,”

was thus ostracised and driven from the service
, and of the nation.
life from the exposure incident to his
3 y home, in the most inclement se
the year, and is now recciving the rews
virtues in the eternal world, his friends draw
slation from the fact, that he yet liv
ks te us by his noble example.
lection of his Roman firmness and devotion to
republican prineiples, is yet {resh in the memory
His name is inscribed high up in the
Fenmiple of Fame, and will endure as long as
liberty, virtue, or patriotism, has a votary
It will be transmitted to posterity on
of the brightest pages of his country’s hi
ry, while the names of the authors of that foul
gned to oblivion, among the
trash - and rubbish of the times, in which they
ived—but no, sir, I am mistaken. !
strueting resolutions are upon the records of the
Sfdte, and their names too must go down to
ity immortal in the annals of infamy and
crated by every ho-

Sta

deed will be con:

S,

the competence
will question, I am sure,
(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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SUPPERS will be supplied at the

18 sy be cuployed

of the city, by such per:

retions of tiie Ordinawce willy on and af-
v uext, the Gth inst. be rigidly entor
«

il qualities that other ar-
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BS and every other delicacy, when in
season, will be furnished in profusion  and in short, ev-
; the proprietar to proote

From New York.
Februzty 13—The UNITED STATES, Captain T.

The Camphine (4l is purely v
1 free from combustion.
000 ofthe Lamps used in Ne
A large assortment of which,
astantly on hand, and for sale by
T. PALMER & CO.
3. The .unps are burning every nigkt at our Stores,
where they can he secen, i

/ neysat Law, have re
street, » kw doors east
They may be tound at all tines duniug
eungaged in Court, or absent
pce of cither of them, ihe

e copper fastened brig HIRAM, Chand-
ns burthgn, stows 1200 bris.
order fofTay voyage.

oilier witlattend to the

ADAMS, 7 Bowly’s whi.

P ERM CAND LEKNS.
¥ or saleby
JOHN P. ADAMS,7 Bowly’s wharf

IL & CANDLES—

20 bbls. axd tierces Winter SPERM OIL
do do X d do

15 do Winter Bleached Wha

100 bxs. Sperm Candles.

SONS OF AFRFLICTION LOOK 111

R. VANDON’S (trom Gernany) RESTORA- ties and acco;munodations of

ONE DOLLAR REWARD

OST on Sawarday afternoon in Saratoga between
.2 Lady’s WORK BASK

il articles of Jdrees, such as
n , a pair of white Silk Stock-
ings, & Collar, thimble, a tead Bar, &c., The above
reward will be paid for the same, if left at the Colonade
Bath House, Sa atoga street.

200 boxes, assorted size

exertion will be mad

_iGreea 1ad North strects promiote (he_etunfort OF S

to in the cabin, as in other lines,
$150, with wines and stores of every description

e owners will not be responsible for oy
or package, sest by tw

» ey
ered for tie cure of Gonorrhae, G
nssages, become every day more cvide

" . ‘ i

ince thei inttoduction into the couatry, not less thas o et FN:"‘
¢ "T'howand Boxes hiave been sold and no instances
have beenknown to fail to perform a perfect cure in @
ﬁ;\\f days. The composition of the Pills being entirely
ditferent [om any other medicine of the kind, they are
warranted 0t o produce those u

ANDS, TURNER, FOX & €O, or | =
R. ROBINSON has removed his L OBERT KERMUT, 74 South srvet, N. York,
Print and Caricature store, one block nearer !
the White Hsase; nextdoor to the National Billiard Sa-
loon, where he will keep a const.nt supply on hand to
csale dealers at very reduced
my establishment i New
very correct and striking likeness of Gen. Wil
nry Harrisoi, with several ¢
Lumorous pature, forming n complete History of the Past

nple2sant and not un

hile taking copavia, ctpel B e
while f ctpel., turpentine, mewew nud
it alss oimedicigs wwsally maearted £ by the waskil
ful in these -clp;nllmjm.,

For sale aily by the undessigned who is the anthorised
ofthe country. ‘The utinost confidence
may be placd in these Pillg.

furnish the Trade and Whold
ices, Just received fro

JAMES BRUNDIGE.

)_sans._so hihds. Cuba, for sale by
je

WO IREONE.—The susberiber will rent the
DWELLING BOUSE. recently occupied b;
3. Skinner,
THREE STORY, with back buildings and every conve-
Possessior given im‘;n;dialcly. i

CMRB’I‘
Wi
je25

aut in the every mananer, and
The comfort and couvenieuce of

SHERIFFRLTY
To the FVoters of Ballimore City and Countu.

4@-The usdersigned takes the liberty of announcing
e for the office o SHERIFF, at
Int thus offering himselt to your
, e mostrespectfully sclicits your support; and
he be sofortunate as to reccive a majority of your | o

wates, he flatters himself, from the knowledge he hus o' |
the duties of the offies

and
seat Sheriff) will enabi,

ing the “Canphine Ol aud are not intended for Lane

other n the employ of the pire-

. him to give general satistae
ROBERT WILSON.

*
WINE—200 Boxes Bordeaux Clarot
For u!l’)’ a
DAMS, 7 Bowly’s whf.

, excepi through the firm of 1. hl!ler & Co., 108

is offered v the Publie v
gmnpluuc )il it must of necessity, be a SPURIOUS ARTI-

LE. .
Beveral xtempts have been made in the city of N. Y.
article made S
iV In 1 cabon 1 Nah Bens W vo e and e

mﬂ HORSE POWER
A G MACHINE.

T e e able

n use. are
be very dunlz,exdbm -
by M@u - SERSREEEY.
1e has on hand other Horse powers and Thresh-
sale of Mr. Urnuy’s Horse

Machines less expens.ve.
ishi

CIORTES, &, —Fresh 8
e vk Hloch Tuses vw:,..g.':l'.:.":“&

e e |

in New York, the use of

e bl of Feirx

8 tierces Honey. For sale




