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SPEECH OF MR. CROCKETT,
Of Tennessee, in reply to Mr. Strong of New-

York, on the sub-treasury bill, in com mittec of
the whole on the state of the Union.

HOUSE. OF R::PIIESENTATIVES, )

June lGlh, 1840. j
I had not intended, Mr. Chairman, to trouble

the committee with any remarks on this bill,
until the honorable gentleman from New York,
(Mr. Strung) addressed the tomtoiuee a lew days
since, and reminded me f the peculiarity of my
position in relation to it.

Important as 1 regard it?destructive and ru-
inous in its consequences and tendencies, as I
believe it to be, to the prosperity and happiness
of those who have honored me with a seat on
this floor, and of the whole country, Ihad dctcr-
minod to pursue my usual course of silence, and
to manifest my opposition tu it by simply record-
ing my vote against it. And, sir, so much of our
time has been consumed in spceeli-inaking?we
have talked, so much and done so little during
the present session, that even now, though urged
by an imperative sense of duty, I rise with un-
feigned reluctance.

But, sir, as I have refrained, heretofore, from
taking any part in the discussions which have
engaged our attention, I feel encouraged to hope
the committee will pardon the trespass I ain
about to commit upon their time and attention,
in submitting some of the views which govern
me in my opposition to this measure.

Mr. Chairman, before 1 proceed to the discus-
sion of the bill on your table, I have a prior ob-
ligation to perforin. The legislature of the state
which I have the honor in part to represent,
thought proper, in the plenitude of their wisdom,
at their last session, to adopt resolutions instruct-
ing the Senators, and requesting the Represen-
tatives from that state, among other things, to
"vote for, and to use all fair and proper exer-
tions to procure the passage ol' the measure
brought forward in the Congress of the United
States, commonly called the sub-treasury bill or
independent treasury bill." That bill is now
upon your table. Sir, for the honor of my state,
1 should be happy if 1 could discharge what I

conceive to be my duty, without making further
reference to these resolutions. But the respect
which is due to the action of the legislature of a
Sovereign state, upon a subject of so mueh mag-
nitude, entitles them to serious consideration ;
and 1 should feel that 1 had failed to discharge a
public duty, were I, under these circumstances,
to be silent.

The honorable gentleman from New York,
(Mr. Strong) and myself, are somewhat similar-
ly situated in respect to this bill; and 1 design
to confine my remarks chiefly to a reply, or at
least an attempt to reply, to some of the argu-
ments of that honorable member, for whom, al-
though I differ with hir.i toto coelo, I entertain
great respect.

In truth, Mr. Chairman, I itiu-ply regret to
find my friend from New iork, on the wrong
side in politics) tor, really, sir, I set So high a
Taj tie an his personal friendship, that I am very-
sorry to differ with him, But, I feel authorized
to hop", nay, more, I feel confident that when
he oomus to be convinced sf the fact, as I think
he soon must be, that he is acting with a party,
and supporting an administration, whose democ-
racy consists entirely in name and profession,

their measures and practices are of the
most ultra federal character, he will renounce
and abandon them, and come over to the true old
fashioned democratic republican faith, and be a
good whig.

The gentleman from New \"rk, (Mr. Strong)
will pardon me for one word in regard to the po-
sition he assumed on this point, before I proceed
to notice the resolutions adopted by the legisla-
ture of my own state.

Sir, the honorable member from New York, as
it would appear from the resolutions of the Le-
gislature of that State, which he caused to be
read at thu clerk's table, has been advised in a
very polite and respectful manner, I should say,
that he willconform his action to the wishes and
best interests of the people of his State by oppo-
siug this measure, which they characterize, and
very jvistly, in my humble judgment, as one
fraught with many evils to the country.

But, sir, the gentleman has thought proper not
only to disregard this advice, but to pronounce
soma severe strictures upon the conduct and mo-
tives of those wlio gave it?in other words, the
Whig portion of the Legislature of his Stale.
Ho riomiiinr.cM Alio ri>S<)lllliDiDi !i t<.lanns-ftft* A"

and altogether "anomalous" in their eharaete i
And why? because forsooth, tliuyonlycxpr **"

opinion, and declare what the willand ? f4
* I

the people of that State are; and bee <*txhcs * I
not take the broad ground and ir .aUV' they do 1
tore and request her represc t her sena-

inform the gentleman and' --mtives, hut simply

will conform their ar J® colleagues that they

this measure. thereto by opposing
Now, sir, to ? ~,

tieman on i' -uj mini, the doctrines of the gen-

otnalous" ,<ds point are quit* as novel and "an-

ture ?' *s the resolutions of hhj State Legisla-

t- seem to be to his. He and lu party profess
believe in the doctrine of instruction. They

hold that the Legislature of a State has a right
to Instruct her senators, and the people their re-
presentatives, and the corresponding obligation
of obedience on the part of those so instructed.?
And vet, sir, the honorable gentleman in this
case, raises a quibble and puts his refusal to obey
on the ground thai he is not requested by the reso-

lutions to oppose the bill, but merely informod
what the will and wishes of the people of his

State are in regard to it. Ile denounces this as

an artifice of the Whig majority of the Legisla-
ture to induce the friends of the administration
from that State, to vote against this bill without
committing themselves to the doctrines of instruc-
tion. But, sir, if I were to hazard a gucps on

the subject as to the motive of the New York
Legislature in adopting the resolutions in ques-
tion, I should not hesitate to say they did it to
test the sincerity of tliose who profess this doc-

trine, but who take good carc never to practice
upon it, except when it can be made available for
party purposes.

Sir what do the gentleman and the party with
which he acts, understand to be the object of in-

structions to public servants? Is it any thing
more or less than to inform them of the willol

their constituents?- Surely, sir, this is all that is

necessary to be known by those who honestly be-

lieve in the doctrine, and wish in good faith to

carry it out in practice. But, passing strange as

itwould seem to an unsophisticated mind?one
not given to quibbles and subtleties, the gentle-
man and his political friends seem wholy inca-

pable of comprehending the wishes of their Con-
stituents, from a mere expression of them in a
polite, decorous, and respectful manner. Itseems

that they require to be commanded, ordered, dri

"power is always stealing from the many ro THE FEW."

honorable man, situated as he was, could do.?
The course he pursued is already known to you,
Mr. Chairman, and to the country. As ever
true to his principles, and preferring tlie private
station with the conscience of an honest man, to
the honors and emoluments of office, at the ex
pensc of principle, he resigned, and in the per
i'ormance of that last act of his public life,
placed himself on more elevated ground, than he
had ever occupied before.

But, Mr. Chairman, although that great and
lamented statesman and patriot, of whom it may-
be said, that
"Nature formed bim and tlicn broke themould,'
was thus ostracised and driven from the service
of his State, and of the nation. Although lie 4
lost his life from the exposure incident to his
journey home, in the most inclement season of
the year, and is now receiving the reward of his
virtues in the eternal tvor'tl, his friends draw
consolation from the fact, that he yet lives and
speaks to us by ills noble example' The rcnol
lection of his Roman firmness and devotion to
republican principles, is yet lresh in the memory
of all. His name is inscribed high up in the
Temple of Fame, and will endure as long as
liberty, virtue, or patriotism, has a votary upon
the earth. It will be transmitted to posterity on
one ol the brightest pages of his country's histo-
ry, while the names of the authors of that foul
deed will be consigned to oblivion, among the
trash and rubbish of the times, in whie.lt they
lived?but no, sir, I am mistaken. These in-
structing resolutions are upon the records of the
State, and their names too must go down to
posterity immortal in the annals of infamy and
disgrace, and only to be execrated by every ho-
nest man.

Sir, before taking my leave of this subject,
(continued Mr. C.) I must beg permission to call
the attention of my friend from New York (Mr.
Strong,) to an authority on the subject of the
duties and obligations of a representative in
Congress, I must also beg the attention of "the
party," generally, in this House, and especially
their new allies from the South, as they seem to

have forgotten that it exists. It is authority,
the competence ami force of which none of them
willquestion, I am sure.
MR. CROCKETT said:?

But, sir, I do this with great reluctance, he-
cause I know that it must be exceedingly pain-
ful to the gentlemen to find that they have "de-
parted from the faith once delivered" by tlie great
apostle of modern democracy to his disciples; but,
sir, the case is so exactly in point, that I feel
obliged to refer to it. Ana with the permission
of the committee, 1 willread a short extract from
Gen. Jaekson's proclamation, in which, speaking
of the powers of the government and of each de-
partment of it, lie says:

"In the House of Representatives there is this
difference, that the people of one State do not, as
in the case of President and Vice President all
vote for the same officers. The people of all the
States do not vote for all the members, each
State electing only its own representatives. But
this creates no material distinction. When cho-
sen, they are all representatives of "the United
States, not representatives of the particular
States from which they come. They are paid bv
the United States, not by the States, nor are they
accountable to it for any act done in the perform-
ance of their legislative functions."

Now, sir, I must beg gentlemen who are ever-
lastingly prating about democracy, and who are
in the duitv ''"tit. of invading the sanctuary of
'he '.iiustrious dead, to drag forth the memory of
Alexander Hamilton, the lirave companion in
arms of Washington, ?a statesman and a patri-
ot, and to denounce him as a monarchist and an
eneniy of liberty, to remdntber this article in
tlieir own politicalcreed. Here, sir, is the de-
claration put forth in the most solemn form, and
in the most emphatic and unequivocal tenns, by
the late President, that the representative oi the
people inthis body is hot responsible to them ' Tor
any act done in the, performance of his legisla-
tive functions" ?that be is not the representative
of the State fr'jin which he comes, but of the U.
States! What, sir, must be the inevitable result
of carryiTig tiiis doctrine into practice, but to con-
solidate all powerin the general government, and
reduce the States to mere subservient and depen-
dent colonies? And, sir, what is this, but tlie
very essence and quintessence of federalism?
And yet, sir, it is one ofj-he leading articles in
the political creed of the present self-styled "de-
mocratic party!" With all their professions of
respect for public opinion, 1 assert, without the
fear of successful contradiction, that in their

practice tliey openly disregard it. I believe 1
hazard nothing in declaring, sit this moment
we have the most inWßtWfl&ble evidence (liI if
the wishes of a faajority of the pedpl'e qf this na-
tion Wtr- luithfullyrepresented oft Ukig floor, the
b' 11 . on your tabic would, for ttft fourth time, be
rejected by a decided majority. But, sir, the
party in power, acting Upon the principle laid
down in the extract 1 have just read, namely,
that the representative is independent of the jieo-

plc; their will is disregarded and treated with
contempt.

. Sir, this would not have passed for democrat

ic republican doctrine in 17MS, and X for one,
shall take this occasion to express ray unqualified
dissent from it now. At the same time, Mr.

Chairman, that I deny to the legislature of my
State, the right to exercise any control over ray
conduct as a representative, 1 am proud to ac-
knowledge myself, to be one of the representa-
tives from the State of Tennessee : but more es-
pecially the representative of the 12th Congres-
sional District of that State. I acknowledge,
sir, with pleasure the right of a majority of tin.
people of that district to control ray action.?

When I was before them as a candidate for the

station I now occupy, I gave thein my views ful-

ly, frankly,and without reserve, illregard to the
measure under consideration, and all others like-

ly to engage the attention of Congress, during

my term of service; and, sir, I was elected wftli
direct reference to the views and opinions I then

expressed. 'X his I have always held, Mr.Chair-
man, before my constituents and elsewhere, to be

the only true and practical mode of giving in-

structions to a representative. And, sir, accord-
ing to this view of the subject, I have been in-

structed by a decided majority of those 1 have

the honor to represent, to use all fair and honor-
able means to defeat ttiisbill. I shall obey their
wishes with the greatest pleasure, not only on

account of the obligation X owe them as their re-
presentative, but also because it is in accordance

with ray most deliberate judgment on the sub-
ject. There is no reasonable sacrifice 1 would
not make, sir, sooner than disoblige my consti-
tuents, upon whose good opinion 1 place so high
an estimate. But, sir, if a majority of them were

infavor of this bill, 1 could not vote for it; be-
cause 1 believe, as 1 have already intimated, that
it will prove more desolating in its etlccts upon
the prosperity of the people, than a pestilence, to
say nothing of its dangerous effects upon our ex-

isting form of government and free institutions.

Rather, therefore, than give it my support, 1

would resign the trust committed to my hands.
Mr. Chairman, I owe an apology to the com-

mittee, for consuming so much time upon this
point. X had not intended to say so much, and

will endeavor to condense my remarks on the

! bill as much as possible.
Sir, if I had been left to choose my own course

in the discussion of this measure, 1 should pro-

bably have taken a different one from that which
I shall be compelled to take in attempting to re-

ply to the honorable gentleman from New York,

(Mr. Strong.) That honorable member under-

took to refute the several objections urged against
this measure by the legislature of his State, to

. that such a thing was impossible ; for, sir, if
they were to succeed in destroying the banks
now in existence, as is supposed by some to be
their real design, in a single year as many more
would be created. In the face of these undenia-
ble facts, can any reasonable man believe for one
moment, that the use of paper money will ever
be abandoned in this country? Certainly not.
Then, sir, 1 have established the important fact
that, under the operation of this bill, we are still
to have, as we have heretofore had, two kinds of
currency; that is to say, specie and hank paper,
the representative of specie. Well, I presume
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Strong)
w ill not deny, nor can any friend of this bill,
deny, that the people arc to use this bank paper,
which is still to circulate as part of the curren-
cy, in the transaction of their business. I re-
peat, sir, the people are to use hank notes as
currency in conducting tlieir affairs. This can-
not be denied by any body; and the Presiden-and his leading friends prulcss to have no host
tilityto the banks. Just stick a pin there, |
if you please. Whether these professions besincere or hypocritical, it is all the same.

Now, sir, what does this bill propose? The |
19th section of the bill provides, that after the '

30tli of June, JH43, "all sums accruing, or be- icoming payable to the United States, for duties,
taxes, sales of public lands, or other debts, and
also all sums due for |>ostages, or otlierw4c tothe General Post Office Department, shall he
paid in gold and silver only." Thus we see that
after three years, the pcopie are required by this
hill, although, as we have seen, they must of
necessity receive and pay out hank paper intheir j
dealings with each other, to pay all their duties, j
taxes, payments for the public lands, and other I
debts to the govennent, and also all sums due \
for postages to the post office department, in gold iand silver only. And, sir, why do they demand i
of the people gold and silver OKLY, in payment
of their taxes and all other dues to the govern- j
ment? Because they say specie is better than
bank notes. They refuse to receive the notes of
sound specie-paying banks, and wherefore? Be- ,
cause they say thev are not equal to gold and <
silver, and because they contend that this would 1
he to lend the banks the credit of the govern- Jment, of which they pronounce them to be un- .
worthy. And, again, sir, it is a common argu- |
ment in the mouths of all the friends of this I
measure, so far as I have heard, that whatever 1
is received by the government in payment of
publicdues, acquires thereby an additional value,
and immediately becomes more highly appreci- |
atcd. This, sir, is the reason they a-sign why ]
the notes of the United states bank possessed
universal credit. But, I will notice that argu-
ment by and by. Then, sir, if this argument be j
true, that part of the currency of the country (
which Ls rejected and repudiated by the govern- ;
ment, must of course be discredited and become I
depreciated in the same proportion. I

Now, Air. Chairman, I submit to you as a man ! .
of candor to say, if the friends of this bill have j 1
not, from what I have shown, admitted indirect- 1
ly, that it does, and is in fact intended, to create j
one currency for the government and another (
and an inferior one, for the people? 1 have
shown you, sir, that the government will receive
nothing, after the specified time, but gold and
silver, and that the people must of necessity use
bank paper. Here is a distinction which can-
not be denied, which is as palpable as the noon-
day's sun.

But, Mr. Chairman, (continued Air. C.,) to !
make the case still stronger, I will prove to you I
that, under the operations of this system, the
great body of the people will gel nothing but j
tlie bank paper circulation as currency. Sir, i
thev will never see a silver dollar or a gold
piece, unless they buy it and pay a premium for
it, as all those who owe any thing to the govern-
ment will be compelled to do, and as every man
in paying his taxes to the government will have
to do indirectly. How is this? The gentleman
from New York, (Air. Strong) insisted, with
great apparent earnestness, that no such distinc-
tion could exist, because, although the govern-
ment, under the operation of this bill, is to re-
ceive all its dues from the people in specie, it is
to pay out to the government creditors the same
medium, and that this would be the means of

bringing gold and silver into general circulation

among the people. Sir, I beg the gentleman's
pardon ?there never was a greater mistake.

Who, sir, let me ask you, pays into the trea-
sury the vast amount of revenue expended in the

administration of our public affairs! I answer
for you, sir, the great body of the people.?
livery man in community, and every woman and

child in community, who buys one dollar's worth

of merchandize of foreign growth or manufac-

ture contributes a part of that dollar in the way
of taxes to tho general government. The im-

porting merchant lirst pays it in duties?the coun-
try merchant pays it to liini,with a profit on it?-

and lastly, sir, the consumer pays it to the country
merchant, with another per cent, upon it; and

although lie may pay liis store account in paper

money, yet, sir, he pays the premium on it in

the additional price put upon the goods to cover

if Thus we see that all the people, of all pro-

fessions, trades, and avocations, contribute in-

directly to fill the national treasury with gold
and silver, and it is said that it is paid out to the

p;ib:i; creditors. Well, Mr. Chairman, who are

the public creditors to whom this hard money is

to be paid out? We have been already told that

all the pcopie are public debtors, or tax payers?-
but, sir, arc all the people public creditors, and

willthey all receive back part of this specie for

some service performed for the government. No

?no. Then, I repeat again, vvho are the public
creditors? None but the office holders under the

government, and those pets and partizans of

power who may be fortunate enough to obtain a
contract with it. These arc the men who are to

be paid for their services and their salaries in gold
and silver, while the great mass of the people,
who paid that specie into the treasury, and paid
a premium to get it, are compelled to receive for
their property and labor a discredited and depre-
ciatcd paper currency.

Now, sir, I beg to know what proportion there

is between those who pay the hard money into
the treasury, and those who are to receive it out
again, and to throw it into general circulation
among the people, according to the argument oi

the gentleman from New Yonk; Sir, it is-about

as one to one thousand; and I believe I might be

within the truth and say that it is not greater
than as one is to two thousand. But admit that
all the office holders and connectors in the gov-

ernment arc to receive tlieir salaries in gold and
silver; can any mortal man be so credulous as to
believe they will pay it out So their creditors, and
that it will thus enter into the general -circula-
tion? Why, sir, such an idea is not only-absurd,
but perfectly ridiculous.

1 have already shown that the effect of this
will be to depreciate the currency of the coun-
try. Then, J ask, what must fallow as a neces-
sary consequence ? Why, sir, that specie, un-
der such a state of things, most and willcease to
circulate as part of the currency, and beccrnc an
article of trade and merchandize, bought and

sold among brokers and shavers, is a proposition
so clear, that simply to state it is to prove it.

And, sir, these office holders and contractors,
who are to be pr.td off in the "yellow boys? 3 and

"mint drops," will be able to sell them for a. pre-
mium of from fire to ten per cent, in the paper
currency of the country, and consequently get

that addition to their salaries, and then have as
good money as the people are allowed to have
under the self-styled democratic administration.

But, Mr. Chairman, why need I have con-
sumed so much time in attempting to prove by
argument that this measure willcreate a distinc
tion between the currency of the government an

VOL. 1....V0. 7ii.

| that of the people, when I might have proved it
; 'none moment hy pointing you to the state of
tilings that surround us? It is a notorious fact,
which no man w ill have the boldness to deny,
that this distinction has existed to a very great
extent since 1837; and that at this time the of-fice holders are reaping the benefit of it. Thisscheme has been in practical operation since that
tune. Ihe revenues have been collected in
specie, and it has been paid out to the public
omcers. They arc now in the daily practice ofexchanging it for the ordinary bank paper circu-
lation used of necessity by the people, at five percent, premium, as I have already stated.

Now, sir, 1 demand to know- if this be not creating anodious and an anti-republican distinction between the
lavonles and office holders of the government and the|>eqplc, which ought not, and willnot be permitted toexist among a free and an independent people, under a
government established for the purposes of conferringequal rights and benefits upon all its citizens? It plantsthe germ of an aristocracy in this emmtrv as deadly hos-tile toliberty as ever existed in England "or in Continent-
al Europe, and wbieh 1 willspeak of more at large pre-
sently.

_ Rut, sir, there is an argument of my friend from NewYork, on this point, which has escaped me, and about
which 1 wish to say one yvord. He contended and
proved conclusively by his own argument, that this bill
will establish the distinction between the currency of the
government and that of the people which 1 have beencontending must result from it, and which he had just
asserted was impolitic in the nature of things. He in-sisted, and very correctly, as I believe, that the currency
required by this Dill for the office-holder was better titan
tlie imnk p.iper circulation; and charged that the oppo-
nents of the Dili in urging the objection admitted the in-feriority of the paper currency which is in use amongtlie people intheir ordinary business operations. Sir, Xhave already substantially admitted that itwillhe se un-
der the operations ofthis scheme?and now -ir, Ido not
hesitate to say that the paper circulation a Horded by the
state banks, always will, under all circumstances, and
must from tire very nature of tilings lie inferior as a gen-
re"l currency. Then, sir, tire gentleman triumphantly
asks ifwe are in favor of the collection and disburse-
ment rrf tlie revenue in an inferior currency ? I answer,
that the Administration has refused to establish, for theuse of the people as well as the government, a sound and
uniform national currency. I assert that it is the fault
of the Administration themselves Hint tlie people areobliged to use ail inferior currency. And. sir, in the face
of these facts I am hold to gay that what is eond enough
for tlie people is good enough for their public servants.
I trust we have not quite reached the point in this coun-
try when it will be permitted the servant to set himself
above bis master. And, Mr. Chairman, whatever may
be tlie result now, that tins willbe the final verdict of
tlie free and enlightened |ieople of tiiis Republic, I have
not tlie shadow rrfa doubt.

Now, sir, as to the charge of the honorable memberthat no one believes what 1 irave been endeavoring to
prove, but llauiiltouean-federalists, fiankites mid aristo-
crats. I have a word to say.

Bir, E repel the charge as unjust and withoutfounda.
dation in tact. 1 confess I was somewhat surprised to
hear tile gentleman indulging in terms of reproach,
which are so personal to many of his political friends in
tlie House and elsewhere, lint,sir, I doubt not Ural
there is a perfect understanding wirir those who former-
lyacterl with tlie old federal party, and are now identi-
fied witlitheir modern democrats, that tin y are to take
no offence at these iile denunciations against them.?
'J'liey know that nothing is meant by them, and that they
are only used to operate upon the popular prujudicc
which exists against the name they formerly hore, and

which they would now be proud to hear if it were not
I'or the odium winch attaches to it. It tlie gcnUcmnti
from New York (Mr. Strong) willgive himself the Uou ;

hie to examine tlie public Records, lie will find that lie

iias committed a blunder in denouncing the opponents of
tills billas llaiuiltoiiian federalists, which he may have
cause to repent, lie willtin dhy exmuiing Mr. Wood-
bury's report to the extra session of emigre# in 1837,
that lie has unfortunately put the saddle on tlie wrong
horse. In that report tie willfind the taet, as slated by
i my fnend from Massachusetts, (Mr.Gushing) that Alex-
ander Hamilton, thui monarchist and enemy of liberty,
as he. is represented to be, though falsely, hy the parti-
zaits of tins administration, was the author of tiiisvery

\u25a0Sob-Treasury scheme which is now made the test of
modern democracy. Mr. Woodbury says suiistantialiy
in the report referred to, that tiiis scheme was recom-
mended by that Department in 1790. Now, sir, 1 beg to
know who was tlie Secretary of the Treasury in li9o,
but Alexander Hamilton? The gentleman is caught in

bis own trap; and as lie seems to have sueli a holy hor-
ror for any tiling and every thing routing from Alexan-
der Hamilton, I hope lie willnow have the candor to
admit that tiiis is a feueral measure and abandon it.

Mr. Chairman, (continued Mr. C.) I repeat again,
that it i- a fiimwhich no well informed man, not wholly
b.initcd by bis devotion to party can deny, Licit tile great

body of the old federal party, ami especially all the lead-
ing men of that party are now identified with, and are
die most zealous supporters of this administration as
they were of Gen. Jackson's during his second term.?

It U perfectly natural, sir, that it should be so; for they
find themselves at home. Without the slightest change
ol principle those old federalists can he modern demo-
crats of the very first water.

Sir, I think I can explain to you in one moment
by what process this amalgamation of the old
federal party with the modern democratic party-
was brought about. Do you remember General
Jackson's celebrated letters to Mr. Monroe, in
which he so bitterly denounced party spirit, and

proscription for opinion's sake ? He told Mr.
Monroe that ''every thing depended on the selec-

tion of (his) ministry." And that, "in every se-
lection,party and party feelingshould be avoided."
"Now," said he, " is the time to exterminate that
monster, called party spirit." These old federal-
ists had been proscribed, and excluded Irom all

participation in the administration ot public af-

fairs from the time of Mr. Jefferson's election.

Alanv of them were highly* talented and ambi-

tious*"; and from Gen'l. Jackson's liberal and tol-
erant professions in the letters to which I have
referred, they very naturally concluded if he
came into power they might stand some chance
to come in for their share in the administration
of the offices of Government. They joined in his
support, and their hopes and expectations inthis
respect were not disappointed. For, sir, many
of the most important offices in the government
were during liis administration, and are this mo-

ment, filled by the most ultra of the federal and
anti-war party of 1815-16.. This is a fact that

cannot and will not be denied.

Sir, I am disgusted and sickened with this re-

diculous and hypocritical eant about Democracy
and federalism. 'There is notliing in it. It is-

uscd by demagogues and hirelings to gulland de-

ceive the people. Gen'l. Jackson in one of*the

same letters to which I have already referred,
says, " that names of themselves are but bubbles,
and sometimes used for the most wicked purpo-
ses."?And what says Mr. Jefferson, the great

apostle and father of republican principles ? In

his inaugural Address of March 4tli 1801, he

says,
" We have called hy different names breth-

ren of the same principle. We are all republi-
cans ; we are all federalists. Ifthere be any

among us who would wish to dissolve this Union,

or to change its republican form, let them stand

undisturbed as monuments of the sattsty w1" 1
which error of opinion may be tolerated, when

reason is left free to combat it." Sir, 1 repeat

there is nothing in it. Every man who supports
the present unprincipled dynasty, and who will,

" Crook the hinges of his knee
That (thrift) may follow fawning,"

no matter what his principles may be, is instant
ly christened a democrat, ?and all who dare op-
pose them are denounced as federalists, aristo-
crats and bankites, without regard to their polit-
ical opinions. Sir, it is part of the business of
the prostituted and subsidized press in the ser-
vice of the party in power to denounce the oppo-
sition as federalists, aristocrats and British Whigs
Such slang when found in their columns, may
therefore, be overlooked and treated with the
contempt it deserves; but it is lamentable that
men who aspire to be gentlemen- and who fill
high places have not more self respect than to re-
peat it on this floor in the Conncils of the Nation.

The honorable gentleman from New York nexif
attacked the declaration set forth in the resolu-
tions of the Legislature, that this measure ia C

new and " untried experiment on the finances of
the country." He calls upon the opponents of
the bill to know iftbey oppose it on this ground,
what they are for. Are you, he asks, in favor of
making use of State Banks ? or are you infavor

of the tried experiment of a National Bank ? To
uch an institution, says the gentleman, Is our
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which I have already referred. And,sir, his ar-
gument was so brilliant, profound, and over-
whelming, that I confess I feel great diffidence
in attempting to open my feeble batteries against
the impregnable citadel of defence which he
threw around this great question.

But, sir, I remember that " Ilavid the son of
Jesse," when, hut a shepherd boy, armed with a
sling and a lew pebbles from the brook, but in
a righteous cause, met and slew Goliali of Oath,
the mighty giant of the Phillistines. And, sir,
relying, like David, more on the justice of my
cause, than my own feeble strength and power of
argument, 1 willproceed with the discussion. I
shall endeavor to show that the objections to this
bill, which my friend from New York, undertook
to refute, were well taken; and that his own ar-
guments in its defence, plausible and ingenious
as they appeared to be, were sophistical and un-
sound: and the positions he assumed entirely un-
tenable.

Sir, the people I represent, although highly
j intelligent and well informed, are a plain prae-

| tieal people, not given to artful subtleties and
metaplosical abstractions I hall, therefore,

j leave all such arguments ioconnexion with this
important subject, to those who are better quali-
fied from tiic peculiarity of their genius for such

! discussions. Nor will I detain th~ committee
with any statistical tables. But, sir, I shall cti-
deavor to take a plain, practical, and common
sense view of the subject; and in considering
the disastrous effects of this scheme, upon the
credit, commerce, and business of the people in
all the ramifications of society, and in all the
various pursuits and av*cations of life; and
above all its tendency to overthrow and destroy
our present happy system of government, and
establish on its ruins a monarchy and a despot-
ism ; I shall rely on the experience, observa-
tion, and sound judgment of those who hear me,
and inure especially of my constituents, to prove
the correctness of my arguments.

The gentleman's first essay was to overthrow j
the objection, urged against this bill, that it w ill
establish one currency for the government and
another, and an inferior one, for the people.
And how did be undertake to do that? Why,
sir, his whole argumeut on that point may be
condensed into one sentence. His luminous and
conclusive refutation of this objection, consisted
in the broad assertion, and the dogmatical as-
sumption, that it was impossible in the nature
of things that it could be so! and that nobody
believed it but those deeply imbued with Hamil-
tonian federalism, bankites, and aristocrats!

Amazing, and overpowering as this argument
is, Mr. Chairman, I shall attempt to answer it.
And, sir, I assume that the friends of this bill
have unintentionally, no doubt, but substantially
admitted the truth and validity of this objection.
I assert that if they be sincere in their profes-
sions, in regard to the effects of the iricasurc
upon the currency, in the language of the ho-
norable gentleman, it is impossible in the stature
of things, that it can fail to produce this effect;
and I shall now proceed to prove those positions.

Bir, we have a mixed currency, consisting of
bank notes, and the precious metals. It was so,
1OD; before the foundation of the government?-
at the time it was founded, and lias continued to

be so from that day, down to the present. I re-
peat, sir, that paper-money was in use in this
Country under the colonial governments, arid at
the time of the adoption of our present form of
government: and, sir, if it had been intended
by thy .'numrs ot the constitution to prohibit its
use and establish' in this government an exclu-
sive met(die currency, why did they not incor-
porate such a provision in the constitution. Sir,
it must be obvious to every one, I think, that
such an idea never entered the minds of those
sages and patriots.

The States, soon after the adoption of the Con-
stitution, assumed the power ofchartering banks;
whether rightfully or wrongfully it is unneces-
sary now to enquire. This power was acquies-
ced in by the General Government, while those
Who assisted in framing the government were en-
gaged in Its administration. It has now become
a paVt of the settled jiolicy of the country. ?

Kvery oue at all acquainted with the structure
ef our system of government inust, therefore,
admit that it is impossible ever to abandon the

paper system in this country, even if it were de-
sirable, without changing the Government. ?

The States cannot be prohibited from creating
banks, but by an amendment of the Constitution,
depriving thera of that power. Would the ?tales
be willingto submit to this? Would they ratify
such art atUottiinent? I imagine they would not.
But, I willnot dwell oh this point. I deem
e unnecessary. I will only refer to afe w autho-
rities which sustain ine in the position I am cn-
tcutting for, to the fullest extent, and the compe-
tency yf w-hieh 1 am sure w illnot be questioned
by any Vf the friends of this bill. The first wit-
ness which 1 will call to the stand, is the present

Chief Justice of the United States, the Honor-
able Roger B. Taney. In his report as Secreta-
ry of the Treasury, in 1534, I find a few passa-
ges which, with the permission of the commit-
tee, I will read: "It will be seen," he says,
"from this statement, that it is no part of the
proposed plan to dispense with the state banks.
It obviously is not in the power of Congress (if
it desired to do so) to take any measures foi that

purpose, without an amendment of the Constitu-
tion, and the States would not, and ought not to
surrender the power of chartering banking com-
panies."

Again: he says in the same report, "If there

were no State banks, the profitable business of

banking and exchange would be monopolized by
the great capitalists."

And still speaking of the State banks, he fur-
ther says, "They are convenient and useful for
the purposes of commerce. This cuiuwt be ob-
tained without the aid qfpaper circulation,

founded on credit."
Sir, I might multiply these authorities to a

great extent; but I will only detain the commit-
tee by referring to one or two more. In the

speech of a distinguished Senator from Pennsyl-
vania, (Mr. Buchanan) in the other branch of

Congress, in support of this very bill, I find this
unequivocal language, on this point. "Iknow,"
says the Senator, "that the existence of banks, I
and the circulation of bank paper, are so identi-
fied with the habits of the people, that they can-
not be abolished, even if this were desirable. ?

Toreform, and not to destroy, is my motto."
Sir, it is said that 4tin the mouth of two or

three witnesses shall every word be established.' 1
Now, in order to comply with this rule laid down

in Holy Writ, to the fullest extent, I will intro-

duce one other witness, i beg to call the atten-

tion of the committee to the opinion of the Pre-
sident of the United States, as expressed in his

message of Dec'r. 4lh, 1938. Speaking of the
State hanks, he says: "Though always opposed
to their creation in the form of exclusive privi-
leges, and, as a State magistrate, aiming by ap-
propriate legislation, to secure the community
against the consequences of their occasional mis-

management. I have ever wished to see them

protected in the exercise of rights conferred by
law, and have never doubted their utilitywhen

properly managed, in promoting the interests of
trade, and through that channel the other inter-

ests of community."
Now, sir, I have said thus much on this point

to establieh the utter futility and absurdity oi

the attempts which the late and present admin-
istrations have pretended to make, towards giv-

ing the people of this country a gold and silver
currency exclusively; and that all their promis-
es to that effect have besn merely for the pur-
pose of humbugging the people and obtaining
their votes. They knew from the beginning,

I ven, literallykicked into it, like so many gaily
slaves, before they can understand.

Why, Mr. Chairman, without intending any
disrespect to the honorable member, I must be al-
lowed to say that to refuse obedience to instruc-
tions upon such a shallow <piibble, is trilling,
contemptible and absurd in the extreme. Sir, 1
would respectfully submit to the gentleman to
say, if a dog that has been well raised willnot
go out of the house when he is bidden, and will
not wait to be kicked out.

Now, sir, the resolutions adopted by the Le-
gislature of my own State, to which 1 have al-
ready referred, go much further tkan those of the
Legislature of New York, of which the gentle-
man so loudly complains. They are much more
extraordinary in their character, it would seem
to me; and, from the tenor of the gentleman's re-
marks, I cannot doubt but they would suit his
taste and that of his party precisely; for they not
only instruct the senators of that State and re-
quest her representatives in Congress to vote for
this obnoxious and pestilential measure, but all
others, which have been or may hereafter be, re-
commended by the President! I repeat, sir, that
I and my colleagues are not only requested to
support in good faith the "Independent Treasu-
ry scheme" and all its concomitants, but all
others which have been or may hereafter be
"brought forward" by the prcseut chief magis-
trate?standing army and all!

Yes, sir,?ltere is u measure, intended to ope-
rate as one of the adjuncts of this tremendous and
fearful engine of power?l mean the Sub-Treasu-
ry bill, which proposes to organize tlie militia
of the United States into a grand and magnifi-
cent Standing Artny of two hundred thousand
men, to be at the beck and call of the President,
recommended by tire Secretary of War and en-
dorsed by tlie President himself. This measure
has been " brought forward" since the adoption
of those-resolutions. But, sir, it is so .bold a
movement?sueii an open and undisguised at-
tempt to clothe the President with absolute pow-
er over almost one fifth of all tlie voters in the
Union?it lias produced so much consternation
and alarm, and has become so odious and offen-
sive to tire people every where throughout the
country, that even their own friends in Congress
do not dare to give it countenance. Itis so pal-
pably unconstitutional that the most ultra and
unscrupulous of tire adherents ofpower in Con-
gress willnot venture to stand up in its defence.
The Committees on the militia in both branches
of Congress have reported against its adoption,
anil could do no more, even on the part of the
friends of the administration, than to make a pit-
tifuland beggarly attempt to white-wash it over
and shield the administration from tlie odium
which attaches to it, by showing that it resem-
bles in some respects the plans heretofore propos-
ed by some other distinguished men, for organiz-
ingthe militia of the country, And yet, sir, the
Senators from the State of Tennessee are instruct-
ed, and the representatives requested, uncondi-
tionally, to give it their support !

Now, Mr. Chairman, 1 submit, sir, to your
candor to say, if ever you have known a set of
men, under any circumstances, to place them-
selves in an attitude before the country, so su-
premely redieulous ? Do you believe, sir, that
such an instance of consumate syeeophaney, and
base parly servility is to be found in the annals
of the world ?

Sir, iftho9e worthies, who composed the ma-
jorityof the last Legislature of my State, should
ever again have it in their power to instruct the

representatives of that high-toned and indepen-
dent people, (of which thank God I apprehe-j
there is but little danger,) I should think would
be weil for them to wait until toey see whether
the friends of the administration in Congress will
support their own measures, before they instruct
those opposed to them to do so in advance.

But, Mr. Chairman, I willonly detain the com-
mittee a few moments longer with this part of

the subject.?l can command no language suffi-

ciently strong to express tlie sovereign and ineffa-

ble contempt I entertain for these.resolutions, and
their authors ) and which every honest anil inde-
pendent freeman of whatever party in that State
must feel. I cannot speak of them, sir, without

denouncing them as tlie offspring of a set of base
and subservient party-slaves, who acted t'".Uer
the command of one of ths most unprincipled of
all tlie serfs and vassals of power *

and as this
would be rather uncourtcous aa-.u disrespectful to
the majority of the I e (isla tVc and the Gat tr lor

of my State, I will not do so-
-1 will only express I'.y firm and decided belief

that these resolutions, are not only not in con-
formity with the Will of a majority of the people
of Tenii hut directly opposed to it; and that
Iter enlightened and independent sons will never
be content until they wipe off the deep disgrace
thereby cast upon her bright escutcheon. Nor

will they fail to inflict condign punishment upon
those political harpies who drove the illusti'* jU<
and lamented Wfiite from their service
of the nation !

Sir, I need not say in this plate how much that
great and good man was l.oioved, honored re-
spected, nay, more-"! mcy say, almost idolized,
by the people of that sic te He had been in their
service for forty years and had filled almost every
office within their 'gift, with a fidelity and devo-
tion to inte\. c3 t und prosperity almost witb-
°ut a . paralle' in the history of this nation or of

_,r world.- ?He was her noblest, purest?mosten-
| lightened.?most patriotic son. Illscharacter for
honesty, integrity, firmness, and purity of inten-

I tiuo was unsullied as the driven snow.?The
1 poisonous tongue of calumny and detraction was
| never able to fix the smallest stain upon his pri-

vate or public character. Amidst all the vicissi-

tudes and changes ttf party strife through which
lie passed during his long and eminently useful
career, he was the same firm, inflexible and con
sistent Republican, and pursued the even tenor

of his way, looking to no other end than his

country's weal. With an enlightened and sound

judgment, and an unwavering devotion to the
Constitution he adhered to his political faith,
"without variableness or shadow ol turning-' to
the latest moment of his life. And he had been,
"So clear in his great office, his virtues
Willplead like angels trumpet-tongued, against
The deep damnation of his taking off;
Ad pity, like a naked new-born babe

Striding the blast ?or Heaven's cherubim, horsed
Upon the sightless courser of the air,
Shall hlow the horrid deed in every eye,
That tears shall drown the wind"
Bat, sir, because he would not abandon all his

long-cherished principles and chain'himself un-
conditionally to the car of power, because he re

fused to lend himself to a band of political pi
rates and plunderers, and aid them in perpetuat-
ing their power, regardless of every other consi-
deration but the spoils of office?because he re

fused to follow them in their own abandonment
of all their forrai r principles, and join them in

their mercenary and corrupt crusade against the

credit, the currency, and every thing connected
with the happiness and prosperity of the people;
and because he refused to connive at their usur-
pations of power, and their attacks upon the

public liberty, those tools and scavengers of a

subsidized emissary of power, as soon as they
becanjc invested with "a little brief authority,"
marked him as the victim of their proscription.
They determined to drive him from his station,
and if possible to degrade him in the estimation
of those whom he had so long and so faithfully
served. They denounced him as a deserter and
a traitor to his party. The ferocious blood-
hounds of party were let loose upon him, and he
was pursued with the most bitter and unceasing
malevolence to the very brink of the grave.?
They instructed him to do what they knew no


