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SPEECH OF M#, CROCKETT,

Of Tennessee, in reply to Mr. Strong of New-
York, on the sub-treasury bill, in com mittee of
the whole on the state of the Union.

House.oF REPRESENTATIVES,
June 16th, 1540.

I had not intended, Mr. C rman, to treuble
the committee with any remarks on this bill,
until the honorable gentleman from New York,
(Mr, Strong) addressed the commiccee a tew aays
since, and reminded me «f the peguliarity of my
position in relation to it.

Important as I regard it—destructive and ru-
inous in its consequences and tendencies, as I
believe it to be, to the prosperity and happiness
of those who have honored me with & seat on
this floor, and of the whole country, I had deter-
mined to pursue my usual course of silence, and
to manifest iy opposition tv it by simply record-
ing my vete against it. And, sir, so much of our
time has been consumed in speech-making—we
have talkedso much and done so little during
the present session, that even now, though urged
by an imperative sense of duty, I rise with un-
I'c.igm:d reluctanc

ut, sir, as [ have refrained, heretofore, from

taking any part in the discussions which have

ed our attention, I feel encouraged to hope

the committee will pardon the trespass I am

about to commit upon their time and attention,

in submitting some of the views which govern
me in my opposition to this measure.

Mr. Chairman, before I proceed to the discus-
sion of the bill on your table, I have a prior ob-
ligation to perform. The legislature of the state
wi‘icb I have the honor in part to represent,
thought proper, in the plenitude of their wisdom,
at their last session, te adopt resolutions instruct-
ing the Senators, and requesting the Represen-
tatives from that state, among other things, to
“vote for, and to use ail fair and proper exer-
tions te procure the passage of the measure
brought forward in the Congress of the United
States, commonly called the sub-treasury bill or
indepeundent treasury bill.” That bill is now
upon your table. Sir, for the honor of my state,
1 should be happy if I could discharge what I
conceive to be my duty, without making further
reference to these resolutions. But the respect
which is due to the action of the legislature of a
sovereign state, upon a subject of so mueh mag-
nitude, entitles them to serious consideration ;
and I should feel that I had fuiled to discharge a
public duty, were I, under these circumstances,
to be silent.

The honorable gentleman from New York,
{Mr. Strong) and myself, are somewhat similar-
ly situated in respect to this bill; and I design
to confine my remarks chiefly to a reply, or at
least an atteinpt to reply, to some of the argu-
ments of that honorable member, for whom, al-
though I differ with him toto coclo, I entertzin
great respect.

In truth, Mr. Chairman, I d".cply regret to
find my friend from New york, on the wrong
side in politics} for, really, sir, I set 8o high a
vaine on his personal friendship, that I am very
sorry to differ with him. But, T feel authorized
to hope, nay, more, I fecl confident that when
he comes to be convineed sf the fact, as I think
he soon must be, that he is acting with a party,
and supporting an administration, whose democ-
racy cousists entirely in name and profession,
while their measures and practices are of the
most ultra federal character, he will renounce
and abandon them, and come over to the true old
fashioned democratic republican faith, and be a
good whig.

The gentleman from New York, (Mr. Strong)
will pardon me for one word in regard to the po-
sition he assumed om this point, before I proceed
to notice the resolutions adopted by the legisla-
ture of my own state.

Sir, the honorable member from New York,as
it would appear from the resolutiops of the Le-
gislature of that State, which he cansed to be
read at the clerk’s table, has been adwvised in a
vuyfolim und respectful manner, I should say,
that he will conform his action to the wishes and
best interests of the people of his State by-oppo-
sing this measure, which they characterize, and
very justly, in my humble judgment, as one
fraught with many evils to the country,

But, sir, the gentleman has theught proper not
only to disregard this advice, but to pronounce
some severe strictures upon the conduct and mo-
tives of those who gave it—in other words, the
Whig portion of the Legislature of his State.
He denvunces the resolutions as “Janus-faced,”
and altogether “anomalous” in their characte
And why? because forsooth, they only expr .

and declare what the will and -
:z: 5 Sts ¥ . wishes of
people of that State are; and bes oy

- not take the broad ground and ir
tors and request her represe' stract hﬂ"!cn;l-
inform the gentlemanand '~ ~@tives, but simply
will conform their ar -t colleagues that they
this measure. oa thereto by opposing

tleman v _ay mirsd, the doctrines of the gen-
mlou:’n ; ais pzht are quite as novel and “an-
ture . as the nesolutions of hig State Legisla-
t seem to be to his. Heand hus party p):q[eu
s believe in the doctrine of instruction. They
hold that the Legislature of a State has a right
to instruct her scnators, and the people their re-
P ives, and the corresp g obligation
of obedience on the part of those so instructed.—
And yet, sir, the honorable gentleman in this
case, raises a quibble and puts his refusal to obey
31:1. he is not requested by the reso-

bill, but merely informed
ishes of the people of his
rd to it. Mg denounces this as
an artifice of the Whig -lj?n&y‘of ‘the Legisla-

S

slaves, before they can understand.

Why,; Mr. Chai
disrespect to the honorable member, I must be al-
lowed to say that te refuse obedience to instrue-
tions upon such a shallow quibble, is trifling,
contemptible and absurd in the extreme. Sir,
would respectfully submit to the gentleman to
say, if a dog that has been well raised will not
go out of the house when he is bidden, and will
not wait to be kicked out.

Now, sir, the resolutions adopted by the Le-
gislature of my own State, to which [ have al-
y referred, go much further than those of the
ature of New York, of which the gentle-
man so leudly complains, They are much more
extraordinary in their character, it would seem
to me; and, from the tenpr of the gentleman’s re-
marks, I cannot doubt but they would suit his
taste and that of his party precisely; for they not
only instruet the senators of that State and re-
quest her representatives in Congress to vote for
this obnoxious and pestilential measure, but all
others, which have been or may hereafter be, re-
commended by the President! I repeat, sir, that
I and my colleagues are not only requested to
support in good faith the “Independent T'reasu-
ry scheme” and all its concomitants, but all
others which have been or may hereafter be
“brought forward” by the preseut chief magis-
tratc—standing army and all!

Yes, sir,~here is & measure, intended to ope-
rate as one of the adjuncts of this tremendous and
fearful engine of power—I mean the Sub-Treasu-

v bill, which proposes to organize the militia
of the United States into a grand and magnifi-
cent Standing Army of two hundred thousand
men, to be at the beck and call of the President,
recommended by the Sceretary of War and en-

dorsed by the President himself. ‘This measure

has been ¢ brought forward” since the adoption
of those-resolutions. But, sir, it is so ,bold a
movement—such an open and undisguised af-

tempt to clothe the President with absolute pow-
er over almost one fifth of all the voters in the

Union—it has produced so much censternation

and alarm, and has become so odious and offen-
sive to the people every where throughout the
country, that ev
do not dare to give it countenance. It is so pal-
pably uncenstitutional that the most ultra and
unscrupulous of the adherents of power in Con-
gress will not venture to stand up in its defenee.
The Committees on the militia in both bran
of Congress have reported against its adoption,
and could do no more, even on the part of the

en their own friends in Congress

ches

friends of the administration, than to make a pit-

tiful and beggarly attempt to white-wash it over
and shield the admmistration from the odium
which attaches to it, by showing that it resem-

bles in some respects the plans heretofore propos-

ed by some other distinguished men, for organiz-
ing the militia of the country, And yet, sir, the

Senators from the State of T'ennessee are instruct-
ed, and the representatives requested, uncondi-
tionally, to give it their support !

Now, Mr. Chairman, 1 submit, sir, to your
candor to say, if ever you have known a sct of
men, urder any circumstances, to place them-
selves in an attitude before the country, so su-
premely rediculous 7 Do you believe, sir, that
such an instance of consumate syccophancy, and
base party servility is to be found in the annals
of the world ?

Sir, if those worthies, who composed the ma-
jority of the last Legislature of my State, should
ever again have it in their power to instruct the
representatives of that high-toned and indepen-
dent people, (of which thank God I appreberyg
there is but little danger,) I should thin it would
be weit for them to wait until ey see whether
the friends of the admiristration in Congress will
support their own measures, before they instruct
those opposed to them to do #o0 in advance.

But, Mr. Chairman, I will only detain the com-
mittee 2 few moments longer with this part of
the subject.—I can command no language suffi-
ciently strong to express the sovercign and ineffa-
ble contempt I entertain for these resolutions, and
their authors 3 and which every honest and inde-
pendent freeman of whatever party. in that State
must feel. I cannot speak of them, sir, without
denouncing them as the offspring of a set of base
and subservient party-slaves, who acted v~ jer
the command of one of the most unprizicipled of
all the serfs and vassals of power 5 and as this
would be rather uncourtenus as disrespectful to

the majority of the I ezisla v: and the Go: eraor

of my State, I will not de sq,

1 will only express iy firm and decided beliel
that these resolutif,s,” are not oply not in con-
formity with the vvill of a majority of the people
of Tennzssee, but directly opnosed to it ; and that
her enlightened and independent sons will never
be content until they wipe off the deep disgrace
thereby cast upon Ker bright escutcheon. Nor
will they fail to inflict con isn punishment upon
those political harpies who drove the illuste o
and lamented White from their service <4 (jrat
of the nation !

Sir, I need not say in this plete how much that
great and goed man was %gigved, honored re-
spected,—nay, mon:-—;l M2 say,almost idolized,
by the people of that 8t 1o ° He had been in their
service for forty years ,nd had filled almost every

office Wl:ﬂli',‘. theic ‘gift, with a fidehity and devo-
tion to tieir inte” cst and prosperity almost with-

ven, literally kicked into it, like so many gally

rman, without intending any

honorable man, situated as he was, could do.—
The course he pursued is already known to yom,
Mr. Chairman, and to the country. As ever
true to his principles, and preferring the private
station with the conscicuce of an henest man, to
the honors and emoluments of office, at the ex
pense of principle, he resigned, and in the per
formance of that last act of his public life,
placed himself on more elevated ground, than he
had ever occupied before.

But, Mr. Chairman, although that great and
lamented statesman and patriot, of whom it may
be said, that

ature formed him and then broke themould,”

was thus ostracised and driven from the service
of his State, and of the nation. Although he;
lost his life from the exposure incident to his
journey home, in the most inclement season of
the year, and is now receiving the reward of his
virtues in the eternal world, his friends draw
@onsolation from the fact, that he yet lives and
speaks te us by his noble example. The resol
lection of his Koman firmness and devotion to |
republican principles, is yet fresh in the memory |
of all. His name is inscribed high up in the
Temple of Fame, and will cndure as long as
liberty, virtye, or patriotism, has a votary upon
the carth. 1t will be transmitted to posterity on
one of the brightest pages of his country’s histo-
ry, while the names of the authors of that foul
deed will be consigned to oblivion, among the
trash and rubbish of the times, in ‘which they
lived=—but no, sir, I am mistaken. These in-
structing resolutions are upon the records of the
State, and their names too must go down to
posterity immortal in the annals of infamy and
disgrace, and only to be execrated by every ho-
nest man.

, before taking my leave of this subject,
(continued Mr. C.) I must beg permission to call
the attention of my friend from New York (Mr.
Strong,) to an authority on the subject of the
duties and obligations of a representative in
Congress, I must also beg the attention of “the
party,” generally, in this House, and especially
their new allics from the South, as they seem to
have forgotten that it exists. It is authority,
the competence and foree of which none of them
will question, I am sure.

MR. CROCKETT sai
But, sir, I do this with great reluctance, be-
cause I know that it must be exceedingly pain-
ful to the gentlemen to find that they have “de-
parted from the faith once delivered” by the great
apostle of modern democracy to his disciples; but,
sir, the case is so exactly in point, that I feel
obliged to refer to it. And with the permission
of the committee, I will read a short extraet from
Gen. Jackson’s proclamation, in which, speaking
of the powers of the government and of each de-
partment o
“In the House of Representatives there is this
difference, that the people of one State do not, as
in the case of President and Vice President all
vote for the same officers.  The people of all the
States do not vote for all the members, each
State electing only its own representatives. But
this creates no material distinction. W hen cho-
sen, they are all representatives of “the United
States, not representatives of the particular
States from which they come. They are paid by
the United States, not by the States, nor are they
accountable to it for any act done in the perform-
ance of their legislative functions.”

Now, sir, I must beg gentlemen who are ever-
lastingly prating about democracy, and who are
in the dailvy b=t o invading the sanctuary of
the lustrious dead, to drag {orth the memory of
Alexander Hamilton, the brave companion in
arms of Washington,—a statesman and a patri-
ot, and to denounce him as a monarchist and an
enemy of liberty, to remember this article in
their own political creed. Here, sir, is the de-
claration put forth in the most solemm form, and
in the most emphatic and unequivocal tenins, by
the late President, that the representative of the
peoplein this body is fiot responsible to them ““for
any act done in the performance of his legisla-
tive funetions”—#hat he is not the representative
of the State form which he comes, but of the U.
States! Whiat, sir, must be the inevitable result
of cexrying this doctrine into practice, but to con-
solidate all powerin the general government, and
reduce the States to mere subservient and depen-
dent colonies? And, sir, what s this, but the
ve id  quint of federalism?
And yet, si

t is one of _the leading articles in
the politieal creed of the present self-styled “de-
mogratic party!™ With all their professions of
respect for public opinion, I assert, without the
fear of successful contradiction, that in their
practice they openly digregard it. I believe I
hazard nothing in declaring, that at this moment
we have the most incontezighle evidence thet if
the wishes of 2 !’imiority of the pcdﬁl‘!‘. 4§ this na-
tion wers :ui'.hfully represeﬁ'nd on this floor, the
bl on your table‘would, fer th¢ fourth time, be
rejected by a decided wajority. But, sir, the
party in power, acting upon the principle laid
down in the extract 1 have just read, namely,
that the rep ative is independent of the peo-
ple; their will is disregarded and treated with
contempt.

. Sir, this would not have passed for democrat
ic republican doetrine in 1798, and I for one,
shall take this occasion to express my unqualified
dissent from it now. At the same time; Mr.

outa paralle’ jn the history of this nation or of | Chairman, that I deny to the Legislature of my

1
e world.- _Fe was her noblest, purest—most en-

State, the right to exercise any control over my

lightene?.—most patriotic son. s character for | -conduct as a representative, I am proud to ac-
ltgr‘:u'_y, integritp, firmness, and purity of inten- | knewlédge myscif. to be one of ‘the representa-

tiov. was unsullied as the driven snow.~The

tives from the State of ‘I'ennessee: but more es-

poisonous tongue of calumny and detraction was pecially the representative of the 12th Congres-

career, he was the same firm, jaflexible and con

“8o clear in his great office, his virtues

‘The deép damnation of his taking off;
And pity, like a naked new-born babe

U e sightless courser of the air,
Sm blow the horrid deed in cvery eye,
That tears shall drown the wind”——

ture to induce the friends of t

from that State, to vote against this bill without

committing themselves to the doctrines of instruc-

tion. But, sir, if 1 were to hazard a on
subject as to the motive of the New

e in

conditionally to the car of power, because he re
fomed e Rimadlf o & Band of political pi

e
on but the spoils of office—because he re

ubsidized of power, as soon as
. invested with “ca little brief authority

him a8 the victim of their proscription

ble to fix the smallest stain upon his pri- | sional District of that State. 1 acknowledge,
::::::: p:blic character. Amidst all the vicissi- | sir, with pleasure the right of a majority of th¢
tudes and changes of party strife through which | people of that district to control my action.—
he passed during his long and eminently useful u.ndlz-

When 1 was before them as a idate for the
station I now occupy, I gave them my viewsful-

i blican, and pursued the even tenor | ly, frankly,and without reserve, in regard to the
:Ifs%ci:‘vl}:lym loablax;:g to pno other end than his measure under consideration, and all r$ like-
country’s weal. With an enlightened and sound | ly to engage the attention of Congress, during
jud, and an unwavering devotion to the | m ’

'Elolf::.lit:::'ion he adhered to hsm political faith, | direct reference to the views and opinions I then
¢ without variableness or shadow of turning” to | expressed. ‘L hisI have always held, Mr. Chair-
the latest moment of his life. And he had been, | man, before my constituents and elsewhere, to be

my term of service; and, sir, I was clected with

the enly true and practical mode of giviag in-
structions to a representative. And, sir, accord-

Will plead like angels trumpet-tongued, against ing to this view of the subject, I have been in-

stracted by a decided majority of those I have
the honor iyo represent, to use all fair and honor-

Striding the blast—or Heaven’s cheyubim,honed able moans to defeat this bill. - T shall'obey their

wishes with the greatest pleasure, not only on
account of the obligation I owe them as ﬂuixrro-
presentative, but also b it is in

But, sir, because he would not abandon all his ost deliberate j t on the sub-
long.cherish inciples and chain‘himself un- ;::t:. S ihere is fio mumi‘nbL sacrifice 1 would

t make, sir, sooner than disoblige my consti-
r:gnu, \qion whose good opinion 1 place so

tes and plunderers, and aid them in perpetuat- timate. But, sir, if a majority of them were
T theie power, mgirdlefu of every other conni- | A0 SStmAte. I otld Bot vote for it; be-

cause I believe, as I have

fused to follow them in their own abandonment | - . descls its ‘efi
of all their form: r principles, and join them in ﬁw::i:;ﬁa e “f‘di e

say nothing of its dangerous effects our ex-

liberty, those tools and scavengers of a| e il “roonsuming so. much time upon

this
t. I had notintended to say so much, and
l:‘ﬁmvow to condense my remarks on the

" !

:
;

referred. And,sir, his ar- | that such a thing was impossible ; for, sir, “““
ant, profound, and ove .
that I confess I feel great diffidence | NOW In existenc

to open my feeble batteries

which I have already
gumnent was so bril

nber that  David the son of [ moment, that the -use of paper money will ever | fice holders are
” when, but a shepherd boy, armed with a | P° b n u
sling and a few pebbles from the brook, but in [ Then, sir, I have established the important fact, | time The
a righteous cause, met and slew Goliah of Gath, | that, under the operation of this bill, we are still | speci
the mighty giant of the Phillistines. |
relying, like David, more en the justice of my
cause, than my own feeble strength and power of
argument, [ will proceed with the di
vor to show that the obje
hmy friend from New York, undertook

; and that his own ar-
usible and ingenious

guments. in its defence,
as they appeared to be, were sophistical and un-
sound: and the positions he assumed entirely un-

_ 8ir, the people I represent, although highly
intelligent and well informed, are a pls

leave all such arguments inconuexion wit
to those who are butter
fied from the peculiarity of their genius for such
Nor will'I detain th:
with any statistical tables.
deavor to take a plain, pr
sense view of the subject; and in considering
the disastrous effects of this scheme, upon the
, and business of the people in
y, and in all the

But, sir, I shall ¢n-

all the ramifications of soc
various pursuits and av.cations of life;
above all its tendency to overthrow and destroy
our present happy system of government, and
establish on its ruirs a monarchy and a d
ism ; I shall rely on the experience, ol
tion, and sound judgment of those who hear me,
and more especially of my constituents, to prove
the correctness of my arguments.
The gentleman’s first essay was to.overthrow
gainst this bill, that it will
for the government and
another, and an inferior one, for the people.
nd how did he undertake to do that? Why,
his whole argument on that point may be
d into one sentence.
conclusive refutation of this objection, consisted
in the broad assertion, and the dogmatica
sumption, that it was impossible in the nature
of things that it could be so! and that nobody
believed it but those deeply imbued with Hamil-
tonian fed:ralism, bankites, and aristocrats!
and overpowering as this argument
rman, I shall attempt to answer it.
And, sir, I assume that the friends of this bill
have unintentionally, no doubt, but substantially
admitted the truth and validity of this objection.
I assert that if they be sincere in their profes-
sions, in regard to the effects of the micasure
upon the currency, in the language of the ho-
; it is impossible in the »ature
of things, that it can fail to produce this effect;
and I shall now proceed to prove those positions.
8ir, we have a mixed carrency, consis
bank notes, and the preci
long before the foundatien of the government—
time it was founded, and has continued to
be g0 from that day, down to the present. I re-
peat, sir, that paper-money was in use in this
Country under the colonial governments, and at
the time of the adoption of our present form of
government: and, sir, if it had been intended
by the fmmers o the constitution to prohibit its
use andestablishi. in this government an exclu-
sive melalie currency, wh
te such a provisionin t.
st be obyious tp cvery one, I think, that
such an idea never entered the minds of those
sages and patriots,
The States, soon after the adoption of the Con-
stitution, assumed the power of chartering banks;
whether rightfully or wrongfully it is unneces-
This power was acquies-
in by the General Government, while those
o assisted in framing the government were en-
gaged in its admimstration.
a payt of the settled policy of the country.—
svery one at all acquainfed with the structure
of our system of government must, therefore,
admit that it is impossible ever to
paper system in this country, even
sirable, without changing the Governmer
The States cannot be prohibited from ecr
banks, bat by an amendment of the Constitution,
depriving them of that power. Would the Slites
be willing to submjt to this?
such an alendinent? I imagine they would not.
But, si | will not dwell o thia point. I deem
3 unnecessary.. I will only refer toa few autho-
rities whieh sustain e in the position I am cen-
tending for, to the fullest extent, and the compe-
which 1 am sure will not be qu
by any'of the frignds of this bill.
{ willgall to the stand, is the present
Chief Justice.of the United States, the Honor-
In his report as Secreta-
ry of the ‘Preasury, in 1834, 1 find a few passa-
ges which, with the permission of the commit-
“ft will beseen,” he says,
“from this’ statement, that it is no part of the
proposed plan to dispense with the state banks.
it obwiously is not in the power of Congress (if
it desired to do £0) to take any measures for that
purpose, without an amendment of the Constitu-
tion, and the States would not, and ought not to
surrender the power of chartering banking com-

the objection, urged ag

depreciated in the same propertion.

of candor to say, if the friends of this kill have

did they not incor-

Sary mow to enquire.

It has now become

Would they ratify

able Roger B. Taney.

in the same report, “If there
ety roﬁug:lc business of
banking and nch.ngo would be monopolized by
the great capitalists.
king of the State banks,
y are convenient and useful for
the purposes of commerce. This cannot be ob-
tained without the aid of paper -circulation,
JSounded on credit.”

Sir, I might multiply these authorities to a
grea&’ulen:; but I :l:ll only detain the commit-
to one or two more. In the
ished Senator from Pennsyl-

in the other branch of
this very bill, I find this
ge, on this point. “I knaw,”

vania, (Mr. Bucha

habits of the po?:ple, that they can-

; even if this were desirable.—

‘I'o reform, and not to destrey, is my motto.”
Sir, it 15 said that “in

three !

the mouth of two or
word be established.”
ly with this rule laid down
1lest extent, I will intro-

believe
"| that it 323’

that of the people, when I might have proved it
: in one moment by peinting you to the state of
) ; : 5 n‘aumumrtl' by some to be | things that sunrm'nn} u ﬁ is a notorious fact
therr real design, in a single year as many more | which no man will have the holdness to den )
would be created. In the face of these undenia- | that this distin n has existed to a'\cr' rezé
ble facts, can any reasonable man believe for one | extent since 1837; and n.i{{( ; this limcyllfe of-

7
reaping the benefit of it. This
in practical operation since that
; _n"\'(-nmw ave been collected in
ie anc a e ai « 3} i
to bave, as we have heretofore had, two kinds of | ..l!im-nlA 'l‘hn“\' ‘nlr: ’l:’t\:l llle:(lln'm"l‘.d\l\,‘ 'n‘ll'c rtllél:}
curre=cy; that is to say, specie and bank paper, | exchanging it for the ordinary bank-ph s +eeo:
the representative of specie. Well, I presume | lation used of necessity by the pmp‘.r‘ '|It five per
|I|“: gentleman from New York, (Mr. Strong) | cent. premium, as I have already ~l-|;|"xl i
will not deny, nor can any friend of this bill, | New. sir I demand to know if ) 1 b el
deny, that the people are to use this bank paper, | odio and’an anti = )‘.‘ -llln\l|::;M:u'umlln('lrwr-vn the
which 1s still to circulate as part of the curren. | favo and office halders of the government and the
cy, in the transaction of their business. I re-| oD which ought not, and will not b permitted to

they were to succeed in destroying the banks

e abandoned in this country? Certainly not.— | scheme has bee

ting an

. e o e “ a . 3 exist ong a free and a epe ¢ eople. P
pea, s, the people are o use bank notes ‘as | £ 30N 8 for and ab dependent projie, under a
currency in conducting their affairs. This can- | equ id benefits upon nlllnuimmwnh mll: ; Xr(:::g

not be denied by

nstocracy in this

mntry

body; and the Presiden- | the

adly hos-

and his 1,'..1;, iri s profess to have no host | tile to y as ever existed in England or in Continent-
tility to the stute banks. Just stick a pin there, | al Europe, nd which I will speak of more at large pre.
i i please.  Whether these professions be | "% ¢
sinc or hypocritic .‘1: it is all the same l : lut, sir, there is an argument of my friend from New
Now, sir, what does this bill propose? The | York, on this point, which has escaped me, and about
1941 " i the bill ) "a : | which I wish to say one word. He coutended and
19th section o e bill provides, that after the proved conelusively by his own arzument, that this bill
JOth of June, 1843, ¢“all sums accruing, or be- | will establish the distinction betweenthe currency of the

201x

1g payable to the United States, for duties,
taxes, sales of public lands, or other debts, and
also all sums due for pestages, or otherwase to |
» Ge > g . epartme; a ¥ e .
the Gene ral Po t ~ Office lh partment, shall | v this bill for the office-holder was better than
1in gold and silveronly.” Thus we see t | paper circulation; and charged that the oppe-
ter three years, the people are required by this | "ents of the bill in urging the objection admitted the in-
bill, “m"“‘}i]'~ as we have seen, they must of :;~n“r|u of lilll‘ ||:||>L‘r| currency which is in v
Skl bl = PR b U .| the people in their ordi husiness operations.  Sir, [
necessity receive and pay out bank paper in their | jave already substantis sitted that it will be 5o uni-
dealings with each other, to pay all their duties, | der the nd now sir, 1 de not
taxes, payments for the public lands, and other | hesitate to say tha ¥ ilation afforded by the
debts to the goverment, and also all sums due | Staw banks, always will, under all circum
for postages to the post office department, in gold | ™"t from the veyy nature of things he infi s
. e Post. O P > 10 g real currency. Then, sir, the man triumg
and silver only. And, sir, why do they demand in favor of th ion and disht
gold and silver OXLY, in payment | ment v or curreney 2 I answer,
and all other dues to the govern- | that ¢ ation has refused 10 establish, for the
ment? - Because they say specie is better than | "5¢Of l""l'l*; as wel| ‘L‘(“‘i'1{"""”'""""-“ sound and
Baske Thie AL Shia s ¥ s | uniform national currency, sert that it is the fault
bank notes. “‘Q refuse to receive “'_' notes of | of the Administration themselves that thie people are
sound speeie-paying banks, and wherefore? Be- | ohliged to use an inferior curres And L in the face
cause they s y are not equal to gold and | of these facts I am bold to s wh 00d enough
se they contend that this would | for the people is good cno r their public servants.
be to lend the banks the credit of the govera- | I trust we have not guite re ed the point in this coun-
* ¥ e 2 vl | try when it will be permitted the servant te set himself
me nll. 1.4 \\\Yn:l,hv t!‘u} pronounc e them to be un-| il ve his And, Mr. Chairman, whatever may
worthy. And, again, sir, it is a common argu- will be the final verdict of
ment in the mouths of all the friends of this |

E red people of this Republie, I have
measure, so far as I have heard, that whatever | low of a doubt.

government and that of the people which I have heen
miending must result from it, and wineh he had just

erted was impolisic in the na of things. He in—
y correctly, as I believe, that the curreney

s received by the government in payment of | it o l:"l l‘l ""‘; '!l"l"' ”"l' h“"“”‘;"“ member
) Y e 4 08 N P - . | that 1o one belicves w 1ve heen endeavoring to
public dues, acquires thereby an additional value, prove, but Hamiltonean-federalists, bankites and aristo-

liately becomes ‘more highly appreci- | crats, [ have a word to say.
sir, the reason they assign why | Eir, I repel the eharge as unjust and without founda-
" f the United States bank pessessed | dation in fact. | confess | was somewhat surprised to
universal eredit. But, I will notice that argu- hear the gentieman auigog Jn toome bl repoes,
b and by. -Th ir. if this s P | which are o personal to ny of his political frie n
ment by and by. Then, sir, if this argument be | the House and elsewh But, sir, [ doubt not that
true, that part of the currency of the country | vith those who former-
which is rejected and repudiated by the govern-
ment, must of course be discredited and become

r modern democra ¥ are 1o take

ice these idle denun ainst them.—
know that nothing is meant by them, and that they
y used tooperite upon the popular prajudice
xists against the nawe they formerly bore, and
not, from what [ have shown, admitted indirect- | Which they would now be proud o hear if it were not
ly, that it does, and is in fact intended, to create | fr the odiun which attaches toit. If the gentieman

i Ly - from New York (Mr. Strong) will give himself the troug
one currency for the government and another | po v, examine the publie Kecords, he will find that he

Now, Mr. Chairman, | submit to you asa man |

and an inferior one, for the people? I have | has committed a blunder in denouncing the opponents of
shown you, sir, that the government will receive | this billas Hamiltonian federalists, which he way have
hi He will fin d b « Mr. Wood-

ter the specified time, but gold and | cau

SIS e e S bien . | bury’s report to the extra sessic % in 1837,
ilv Cad d l!mlthn. p_uv},le'm.usf of ne« ‘L _;') i lmi e has unfortunately put the saddie on the wrong
bank paper. ere is a distinction which can- | y5rie In that report he will find the fact, as stated by
not be denied, which is as palpable as the noon- | my friend from Massachusotts, (Mr. Cuslung) that Alex-
day’s sun. ander Hamilton, that monarchist and enemy of liberty,

ted to be, though falsel
ministration, was the g
cheme which is now

But, Mr. Chairman, (continued Mr. C.,) to | as he is repre
make the case still stronger, I will prove to you | Z2450! th
that, under the operations _uf this system, the | modesk dem
great body of the people will get nothing but | in the report re _this a
the bank paper circulation as currency. Sir, | mended by that Departent in 1790. - Now;, sir, I begto
they will never see a silver dollar or a gold | know who was the Secretary of the Treasury in 1790,

ice s ;i ’ § _ | but Alexander Hamilton? The gentleman is caught in
picte, unless they buy it and pay a premium for [ 10 0 Sap: dnd kkie buiie s vl KbE ¥ Rty (hots
it, as all those who owe any thing to the govern- | 15r for any thing and every thing eoming from Alexan-
ment will be compelled to do, and as every man | der Hamilton, [ hope he will now have the ecandor to
in paying his taxes to the government will have “d‘?lm llmllln-entl-lal:-;:;:;\'lulll:l"lnﬁ;x‘rrenl : ‘lb.n::d::x:lu. %

2 1 0 v y 1 is? ¥ p Mr. ri . B yr. Eped

l_u by ntdu'cx tl" K “":“ b ‘(hls. 'l.hc_ ig(“ntlul']_a;: that itis a fact \\'l;i(l-lx no well informed man.’no! v:ﬁ:.nll):
from New YurL, (M. Strong) m’h”‘d’, b it b.inded by bis devotion to party can de that the great
great apparent earuestness, that no such distine- | pody of the old federal party, and espec alt the Jeads
tion could exist, because, although the govern- | ing men of that party are now identified “with, and are
ment, under the operation of this bill, is to re- | the most ous supporters of this administration as
ceive all its dues from the people in specie, it is ('“"['"':_:fk:.‘:“(r,,-:{‘::l:l]?nl‘ll b?::mt,l:r"ll;l_
to pay out to the government ereditors the same . Withodt the sliz;nt:, cy
medium, and that this would be the means of eralists can be modern demo-
bringing gold and silver into general circulation ery first water. 7
among the people. ir, I beg the gentleman’s r, I think [ can explain to you in one moment
pardon—ihere never was a greater mistake. by what process this amalgamation of the old

Who, sir, let ine ask you, pays into the trea- | federal party with the modern dumm:r:nn(‘-, pacty
sury the vast amount of revenue expended in the | was brought about. Do you remember Generak
administration of our public affairs! I answer Jackson’s celgbmted letters to Mr. l\lu_m_roe’ in
for you, sir, the great body of the people.— wlm:h'hc. s0 b.m.crly. d.n:n?lmued 1;:Arty spirit, and
Every max in community, and every woman and | proseription for opinion’s sake ? He told Mr.
child 1n community, who buys one dollar’s worth | Monroe that “every L},ung dcpcnde«{:}n the selee-
of merchandize of foreign growth or manufac- | tion of (his) ministry.” And that, “in e\'cr{{ sc;
ture contributes a part of that dollar in the way | leetion,party and party feeling should be avoi t.
of taxes to the general government. The im- “Now,” said he, * is the lm’l’c to exlcrn::lnfat‘;zcnlt
porting merchant first pays itin dutius—shc coun- | monster, called party spirit. rhfsh:d 5 e gli
try merchant pays it to him, with a profit on it— | ists l.m_d l).:!t:ll Prtvscnbcd,. and exclul 4 l;;m e
and lastly, sir, the conswaer pays it to the country | participation in the admlmsmtt;‘onvo >pul “:i:n.
merchant, with another per cent. upon it; and | fairs from the time of I\I}r.'.lel?mo‘lilst:dec n
although he may pay his store account in paper Many of them were hi; h y talented an ambi-

.y, yet, sir, he pays the premium on it in | tious ; and from Gen’l. auksonshber!l and tol-
ﬁ::“;n"]t’ﬁii')l;.l-l p’rivu put upon the goods to cover [ erant professions in the letters to which I have
it Thus we sec that all the people, of all pro- | referred, they very na':ur'a.lly or(;m-ludedl:f he
fessions, trades, and avocations, contribute in- | came 111(9 power t}:e_v mig! _ll shum iw[ng.: m
dirc(,t.\y‘tu fill the national treasury with gold | to come in for l.h‘euj share |tn t']g:.hm'm.m:dr? =
and silver, and it is said that it is paid out to the | of the offices of Gov cmmend. ey J‘pm }nﬁ“

ablic creditors.  Well, Mr. Chairman, who are | support, and their hopes an we;peg;!u ions in

the public creditors to whom this hard money is | respect were not dlsnppé)iu‘l d. hor, sir, many
to be paid out? We have been already told that | of the most important offices in the gove?mnt
all the people are public debtors, or tax payers— | werc during his administration, and at‘:l tl 1::;;
but, sir, are all the people public creditors, and | ment, filled by the most u‘hra'gf the erat <
will they all receive back part of this specie for | anti-war party of 1815-16.. This isa fac

some service performed for the overnment! No | cannot and will not be denied, ! :
~n0. Then, I repeat again, who are the public | i f am disgusted and sickened with this re-
creditors? None but the office holders under the | gi.ulous and hiypoentical cant about Democracy
government, and those pets and partizans of| ng federalism. There is nothing in it. It is.
power who may be fortunate enough to obtain a | yeed by demagogues and hirelings to gull and de--
contract with it. These are the. men v.vho.m 10| ceive the people. Qen’l. Jackson in one of:the
be paid for their services and their salaries in gold | coime letters to which I have already referred,
and silver, while the great mass of the peoplc, says, ¢ thatnames of themselves are but bubbles,
who paid that specie into the treasury, and paid | ;i3 Sometimes used for the most wicked purpo-
a premium to get it, are compelled to receive for | ses» _And what says Mr. Jefferson, the t
their property and labor a discredited and depre-| 3postle and father ofrepubliean oa 2 Il:
ciated paper currency. 3 Lis inaugural Address of March 4th 1801,

Now, sir, I beg to know what proportion there | gays. < We have called by different names breth-
is between those who pay the hard money into | ren of the same principle. We are all republi-
the treasury, and those who are to receive it out| cans ; we are all federahsts. If there % any
again, and te throw it into general hoany & us who would wish to dissolve this
among the people, o the argumont of | or m its republican- form, let them
the gentleman from New Youk; Sir, it is-about | ;g5 as monuments of the safétys with

which error of opinion maLI:e toleral when -

s one to one thousand; and I believe I might be

within the truth and say that it is not greater| yoaeon js left free to combat it” 3
than as one is to two theusand. But admit that | 4 ere 5 nothing in it. Every man who &
all the office holders and contractors in the gov-| .. present unprincipled dynasty, and vill,

ernment are to receive their salaries in gold and A his
silver; cananxumrm man bcmm.cr«?dulpu:l. "u:i :;,Emurﬁt)w‘:ﬂf :‘"I »
!‘l‘nu ::{«ri‘ xo:t::k;.hn e;ncnl ‘eircula- | no matter what his principles ay ., is instant
o e 3ee & g | oty Fyy d -
yatd Sirile them are w‘ wced as wu, sts, aristo-
crats and bankites, without regard to their polit-
ical opinions. Slrlﬁii_mdﬂnw_ of
| subsidized press in the ser-
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