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SIR: Since my report of the last year on the
several branches of |the public service commit-
ted to my charge, the Army has been actively
and usefully employed in Flordia and in the
Northern and Western frontiers.

The design entertained by the Department,
of keeping the regiments entire, and concentrat-
ing the troops whenever it i 3 practicable to do
so, has been pcrservered in with the most

beneficial results. A commencement has like-
wise been made in establishing depots lor the
reception of the recruits of each separate regi-
ment, where they may be drilled and disciplin-
ed before they are sent off to their respective
stations in garrison orinthe field. The recruit
ought never to be sent to joinhis company on

service until he is throughly taught the duty
of the soldier; and this instruction will be bet-
ter given at regiment than at general depots.
By dividing each regiment into two bodies, in
the manner proposed, every important station
in the country may be occupied, either as a

place of depot or a rendezvous of the regiment;
and, by a proper distribution of the latter, the
intermediate forts may be temporarily occupied
by partial detachments, without injury to the
discipline of the whole corps. I cannot too

strongly urge the adoption of this method of
distributing our little Army in time of peace.
To divide it into small permanent detachments
will be to destroy its efficiency and its disci-
pline, and, in the event of war, to expose the
posts to be captured and the whole regular
force of the country to be uselessly sacrificed.
Apait from that natural and well grounded
jealousy entertained against the existence ola

large standing army in our country, sound
policy and a due .regard for economy render
such an establishment altogether unadvisabie;
and it becomes necessary, therefore, to provide
other means of defending our Northern and
maritime frontiers against the dangers to which
they would be exposed at the commencement
of a war. None other occur to me than those
I have already recommended, viz. Central
positions for the regular forces, from which
they could move upon any point ol attack or

defence; and such an organization of the volun-
teer or militia forces as would enable tliern to
maintain the posts intrusted to their charge
until relieved by the regular troops?a system
which ought to be matured in time ofpeace.

For the Western frontiers, posts garrisoned
by regular troops cannot be dispensed with.
Tliey need not be very large; but they ought
to be constructed of fire-proof materidls, and
in such a manner as to be defensible by a small
garrison against any number of men not provid-
ed with artillery. A plan which will effect
these object perfectly has been devised by the
Chief Engineer, and been adopted. The quar-
ters for the men ought, likewise, to be built of
durable materials and be permanently furnish
ed with iron single bedsteads in lieu of the
double and treble wooden bunks now in use.

This change, for obvious reasons, should be
introduced into all the barracks in the United
States.

The chief and best position for the concen-
tration of troops, independently of the regi-
mental rendezvous, is, for the Northern fron-
tier, near Albany, in the State of New York;
and near St. Louis, in Misiouri, lor the Wes-
tern?points from which easy communications
radiate to every part of those extensive lines of
defence, and whence troops may be transport-
ed with certainty and rapidity wherever their
presence may be required. For the maritime
frontier of the Gulfof Mexico, I would recom-

mend, in addition to the permanent fortifications

planned for its defence,and now being erected,
the establishment of a depot, somewhere be-
low the falls of the Ohio, for armed sea steam-

vessels. This would seem to furnish the best
mear s ofbringing the vast power ol the upper
country to the defence of the coast, and ol us-

ing it, when there, in the most efficient man

ner. A certain number ofvessels ofwar might
be ker t in constant readiness, strong enough

to carry a good battery, and light enough to
descend the river at all seasons, and to cross

the bars of the Mississippi. These boats ought

to be of iron, as combining lightness, strength,
and durability; and might be constructed of the

requisite size tor about fifty thousand dollars
each. Materials should be collected for the
construction of boats to be built of wood, and
stored until wanted; when, with the vast re-

sources in workships and mechanics along the
shores of the Ohio, they might be put together
in a very short time, and a fleet, equipped and
manned with the hardy boatmen oftile Wes-
tern waters and a few able-bodied seamen,
might be floated to the ocean, fullyequal, with
the existing and contemplated fortifications, to
protect the who.e Gulf frontier. The very a-

Lle report on the defences of tne country,made
by a board of distinguished officers, and sub-
mitted to Congiess duringthe last session,proves
conclusively the absolute necessity of preserve
irrgand continuing our system of permanent
maritime woiks of defence, and exhibits in the
clearest manner their superiority over floating
batteries of any and every description. In this
view of the subject I fully concur, and even
think that the facility with which our coasts

and harbors may be approached and entered by
steam-vessels of war renders strong permanent
works mere than necessary. The projectiles
which will be used in future wars will, from

| their size and description, prove destructive lo

any wooden battery, and give an immense ad-
vantage to stone walls over any fabrics that
can be penetrated by shells. It may be pro-

i per here to remark, that the capture of the cas-
tle of San Juan de Ulca, at Vera Cruz, has led
many n 'rsobsto suppose that stone revetments
might be destroyed by shells. This is incor-
rect. After that event, I caused experiments
to be made at Old Point Comfort, by firing, at
point-blank range, against a stone wall erected
for the purpose; the shells broke against it,ma-
king very little impression. No doubt, there-

need be entertained of the ability of our

building materials to resist hollow shot. Ido
not think, however, that the permanent works
should be (he only defences relied upon,but re-
gard .Moveable steam-batteries as essential au-

xiliaries. These ought not, in ray opinion, to
be large vessels, but of light draught of water,

capable ofcarrying two guns for throwing shells
ol eight or ten inches diameter, and so con-

structed as to present a small surface to the fire
ol an enemy. These steam-batteries should
be manned by artillerymen, and be under the
command ol"the officer charged with the defence
of the harbor fortifications, so as to seenre har-
many of action. Inorder to test the practica-
bility of making bomb-cannon of the calibre of
ten inches, the Chief of the Ordnance, Colonel
Bomford, was sent to Boston, where he has
conducted a series of experiments with the most
satisfactory results. I recommend that those
guns be adopted into the service, aud form part
of the armament o* our fortifications, und of
our steam floating batteries. Some s.'. cessiui
experiments have, likewise, be ~ mam with
war rockets; and a machine constructed for

preparing them appears to answer the purpose
perfectly.

The great amonnt of property vested b.T "'c

Government 111 arms, amounting to several mil-

lions of dollars, no less than the risk to the na-

tional safety by adopting any new inventions
without being convinced of their superiority by
long tried experiments in the field, has induced
me, generally, to discountenance their introduc-
tion into the service. 1 fear that every attempt

to increase the rapidity of firing, such as faci.Ra-
ting tho loading hy opening the breech, or by

multiplyingthe chambers of the gun, will fail,
as they have hithcrt* done, after involving the

Government in great expense There is, howev-
er, one improvement, which has be,' la fairly tes-
ted in the field by the armies of Europe, and

which presents in many decided and ascertained
advantages, that I am constrained torecommend
its adoption into our service?l mean the substi-
tution of percussion for flint locks. The altera-

tion may be made on the muskets now in the ar-
senals, and measures ought to be adopted to
construct all new arms, whether rifles or mus-
kets, withpercussion locks.

Having repeatedly recommended, without ef-

fect, the establishment of a national foundry?-
and having reason to fear the most serious con-
sequences to the service from the want of proper
regulations to govern the contracts with private
establishments ?with your consent, X sent to Eu-
rope tb board of officers who had been for gome

time employed in fixing the patterns, forms, and

dimensions of tlio artillery, in order that they
might acquire such information as would enable
the Department permanently to regulate this im-

portant branch of the service. lam happy to
state that, wherever they have been, the na-

tional establishments have been thrown open to
them, and, with praiseworthy liberality, every
facility afforded to their researches. They
have returned home, after having attained all

the advantages which were expected from their
investigations; and the knowledge they have ac-
quired will be applied to the practical improve-
ment of our ordnance. A concise report of

their proceedings while in Europe is herewith
transmitted, in connexion with that of the offi-
cer incharge f the Ordnance Department.

In the expectation that Congress would sanc-
tion the creation of a corps of sappers and miners,
(an addition to the Army at once necessary and
economical,) I sent an officer of the engineer
corps to the sehool for sappers and miners in
France, to obtain that practical information of
the art which is not possessed, and cannot ba ac-
quired, here. The French Government, with
ita accustomed liberality and kindness, per-
mitted, in every instance, our officers to attend
its schools of practice, and afforded them equal
means with its own to pursue their studies there,
allowing them privileges not generally granted
to foreigners; thereby evincing, as the Minister
?f War is pleased to remark, the friendly dispo-
sition of his Majesty's Government towards the
United States. This feeling, you have authoriz-
ed me to say, is reciprocated, and the liberality
of the French Government duly appreciated?
The officers sent to the school of cavalry at Sau-
mur have returned, after a twelvemonth's in-
struction, and are now employed in a manner
wli ch I trust willenable the Department very
much to improve the cavalry service.

The advantages of separating the staff
officers from the tine of the Army, and the
very serious inconvenience to the service from
the present system, have been before brought
to your view, but cannot be too strongly or j
too frequently urged. The present organi-
zation of the army does not allow a single super-
numerary officer in a regiment, and the com-
panies are rendered inefficient from the absence
of those officers who are on staff duty. The
discipline of the troops is Most injuriously af-
fected by this arrangement; and, if they are op-
posed in the field to regular forces, such a
deficiency would prove fatal. I beg leave to
bring to your notice once more the expediency
of extending the law of March 2, 1837, which
provides for the enlistment of boys for the na-
val service, so as to embrace the Army and
ordnance corps. Its effect would be equally
beneficial to the class of people to whom the
boys belong and to the Army. Itwould se-
cure to the sons of the former a comfortable
subsistance, proper moral restraint, and a good
practical education, while it would provide for
the Army well-instucted non-commissioned
officers, so difficult to be procured by en-
listment, and without which an army can-
not be efficient.

I am happy to state that experience has
proved the correctness of the opinion formerly
advanced, that the increase and proper organi-

i zation of the staft'departmcnt would produce a
more economical administration of its different
branches. In the expenditures of the Quarter-
master's Department, especially, a very con-
siderable reduction has been made duringthe
last yea'; in some measure produced by the fall
of prices, but arising in a much greater degree
from the increased efficiency and better admin-
istration of the department, in consequence of
the number of officers under the present
organization bearing a more due relation to the
laborious duties and high responsibilities ofthis
important branch of the military service.

In consequence of the suspension of the
application of funds appropriated for the prose-
cution of the works under the supervision of
the Quartermaster General's office during the
season for active operation, little progress has
been made in them since my last report. I
now recommend that the following works
should be recommenced and completed as soon
as practicable: Fort Gibson, Fort Wayne, and
Fort Smith; the two former as soon as healthy
sites are determined upon. lam not perfectly
satisfied|jwith the reports in relation to the
proper position for Fort Gibson; and, as it is
contemplated to erect permanent works in the
vicinity of the old fort, it i3 important that the
site should be selected with great care. That
on which the works ofFort Wayne were com-
menced proved to be so very unhealthy that
it became necessary to abandon it, and to
remove the troops to a more favorable position.
Pursuing that line, small forts should be con-

structed at Spring river and Marais de Cygne;
and west of it, at the head of tire navigation of
the Kansas river, and northwest of Fort Leav
enworth, at Table creek, on the Missouri, be-
low the mouth ofPlatte river. To connect this
last post with Fort Snelling, a fort ought to be
constructed at or near the forks of the Des
Moines. From the information I have received,
I believe the erection ofany works at the wes-

tern extremityof Lake Superior to be unneces-
sary; and, for the present, advise that Fort
Sneliing remain the most nothern post.

During your administration nearly forty-one
thousand Indians have been added to those
already residing near the western boundary,
while the additional securities to the border
States have not been commensurate to the ad-
ditional dangers to which such an increase of
warlike ' and discontented neighbor s exposes
them. In the act ef placing the Indians there,
by which the interior Stales are so largely
benefitted, the Government has contracted a

solemn obligation, not only to defend that peo-
ple when attacked, but to anticipate the dan-
ger by erecting such works as will ensure their
safety, and inspire them with confidence in
the means employed for their protection.

It affords me great gratification to be able
to report that the Canada frontier has been free
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I 'rom any disturbance since I had last the honor
Ito address you on that subject. Your advice

1 to our fellow-citizens on that birder appears to

j have produced the most salutary effect, and the
excitement which existed there has, 1 am hap-
py to think, entirely subsided; and no further
apprehension need be entertained of a violation
on their part of our neutral obligations.

Owing to the expenditure of the appropria-
tons for fortifications having been suspended,

! the works on this frontier have not been much
! advanced, but they will, it is expected, be
| completed during the next season. In addition

; to those already authorized, I earnestly recora-

I mended the erection of barracks at Spring
Wells, near Detriot, and at a position between
Buffalo and Black Rock, in the State of New
York; and also a strong work at the outlet of
Lake Champlain.

On the Northeastern frontier, until the boun-
dary question is settled, I would advise that
the works be confined to the erection of bar-
racks at the junction of the Mattawarnkeag
and Penobscot rivers. During the past year, the
works on the maritime frontier have been car-
ried on slowly, and they still remain in an un-
finished state. In relation to the defence of
our Atlantic and Gulf coasts, and of our harbors
and dock yards, I beg leave to refer to my re-

fiort of last year, and to that made during the
ast session of Congress, in reply to a call of

the Senate for information on these subjects.
Their condition remains unaltered, and the ex
pediency of providing for their completion un-
changed. The whole coast from Passama-
quoddy bay to the Sabine river is exposed, on
every point not defended by Nature, to be in-
vaded with impunity; and, in the event of war,
the expenses of attempting to protect this long
line by troops for one year only, would cost
more than to erect the works which have been
planned, and which are deemed sufficient to
defend the several points of attack along the
whole coast. It is true that an enemy could
retain possession of any portion of our territo-
ry only for a short period. But to defend an
unfortified point of attack, or to drive an ene-
my from a position he might occupy, would be
attended with great expense of blood and treas-
ure, and while I feel confident that the stout
arms and brave hearts of our fellow-citizens
would ultimately prevail, and drive any enemy
from our soil, 1 cannot approve the policy
which would expose the best and bravest of
our artisans arid workingmen to encounter,
without discipline and without the cover offor-
tifications, the trains of bands of mercenary
soldiers they would be opposed to. When we
take into consideration the character of our
people, and sparseness of the population in
proportion to the extent of our soil, it is not
wise to rely altogether for our defence on nuin-

j bers and untaught valor. The battalions that
must fight our battles are composed of soldiers
taken from every class of the community, and
the of every contest must necessarily de-
prive the country of some ofits best and wrth-
iest citizens. Every effort ought, therefore,
to be made to furnish them the means of pro-
tection, and to instruct them to defend them-
selves; so that the loss we must suffer on such
occasions maybe as light as possible.

No appropriation having been made at the
last session of Congress for the works of inter-
nal improvement which were under the super-
intendence of this Department, they have, for
the most part, ceased. J adhere to the opinion
expressed in my last report, that the system
requires to be revised, both with regard to the
principle upon which such improvements ought
to be authorized, and the manner in which they
ought to be outhorized.

The report of the Chief of the Topographi-
cal Engineers, submitted to Congress at its last
session, contains an elaborate statement of the
history and progress of all the works of inter-
nal improvement carried on by the orders of
Government, to which I beg leave to refer. It

| is to be regretted that Congress neglected, at
its last session, to appropriate the small amount
asked for clearing away the timber lately accu-
mulated at the Red river raft, which obstructs
the navigation of that stream. The expendi-
ture necessary for thisrpirrpose is perfecily le-
gitimate, as all the necessary supplies for the
troops sta'ionsd at Fort Towson art transport-
ed up this river; and the measure is recom-
mended by its econimy, the additional cost of
transportation by land for one year, when this
navigation is obstructed, being greater than the
amount required to defray the necessary ex-
pense ofremoving the drill timber. It is re-
commended that provision be made for the em-
ployment of a few laborers and a boa! for a
short time every season; and it is believed that
in a few years the necessity for such a precau-
tion will cease, and this portion of the river re-
main permanently open.

The survey spoken of in my last report has
been completed, and a map constructed, which
embraces that portion of the territory of the
United States lying between the Mississippi
and Missouri rivers, from their confluence to
our northern boundary, and limited by the par-
allels of latitude 39 and 49 north, and the meri-
dians 90 and 100 west of Greenwich. It is
based upon numerous astronomical observa-
tions, ("not less than two hundred and forty
five,) on actual surveys, and on the best infor-
mation which the exploring party could pro-
cure of such small portions of the Indian terri-
tory as they were prevented from examining
by the inevitable dangers attendingthe attempt,
or from want of means and time. A very ex-

tensive series of barometrical observations
were also made, and the zealous co-operation
of men of science, occupying stations in the
several States, wh > observed at 'he same pe-
riods of time, has enabled Mr. Nicolet to com-

pare his own with those of others indifferent

Quarters of the Union, and thus accurately to

eterminethe relative level of the whole region
represented by the map. as well as its elevation
above the ocean, thereby indicating the cli-j
mate and face of the country. The map will I
be accompanied by a report calculated to give |
an accurate knowledge of that distant country;
and it is believed that the results of this survey
will be useful both to the Government and to

the people, and prove an acceptable accession
to geography. It will serve, likewise, to exhi-
bit the manner in which future surveys of the
country are to be made, if, as it is hoped, they
should be authorized by Congress. Itappears
to be very desirable that those remote regions
of our country should be known; and the sur-

veys ought, in my opinion, to be extended by
degrees to the sources of the Missouri, and
across the Rocky {Mountains to the Pacific
Ocean. Nor ought that portion of our coun-
try which is nearer and more accessible to be
neglected. The existing maps do not rest on

accurate data. 'I he true courses of our great
rivers, and the forms of the magnificent chain
of lakes which stretch along our nothern bor-
der, are yet to be truly defined. The interest
of the rising commerce of the "West require
hydrographic surveys of these inland seas and
great avenues of trade should be made without
delay. Asmall annual appropriation will ena-
ble the Government to effect this important
object, through the agency of the topographical
corps, which is composed of officers fullycapa-
ble of performing this duty. No survey of

anv description should be made,-in future,with-
out being accompanied with astronomical and
barometrical observations. In this manner a

series ofpositions may be determined, and the
means gradually furnished of acquiring a u10'" 1

peifeet knowledge of the geography of the
country; and thus of constructing an accurate
map of the United States?objects of vast im-

portance to the interest of their navigation and
commerce.

The Military Academy has been conducted
in a manner highly creditable to the superinten-
dent, and satisfactory to this Department. Eve-

ry effort has been made to enforce discipline,
and instil into the minds of the cadet- a love of
order and a htgb sense of their moral and reli-
gious duties; and itis believed that the standard
of'discipline, morality, and religion at this insti-

tution, is equal to that of any otiier college or
academy in the United States; while the mathe-
matical and military studies, as far as the theory
is concerned, arc as complete as those taught in
any school inAmerica or Europe. Nothing is re-
quired to give our young officers the same ad-

vantages as are afforded to those of other coun-
tries, but schools of i ractive, which are about to
be established, and to which the graduates are
to be sent for one year alter they are commis-
sioned, and their destination ascertained, in or-
der to perfect them in lire practical duties of that
branch of the service to which they may be at-
tached. The new library building is nearly
completed, and the mural towers attached to it
for the purpose of making astronomical observa-
tions, and teaching practically that important
branch of science, are well adapted for that ob-

ject. The professor of astronomy was sent to
Europe in order to procure some instruments
which are needed, and to examine the several
great observatories there, ascertain the manner
in which they arc fitted up, and witness th'-ir
manner of observing. He has returned with in-
formation which cannot fail to be highly inte-

resting and useful.
Whenever the condition of the Treasury will

permit, it is very desirable to erect new barracks
at West Point. Those at present there are di-
lapidated buildings, originally badly construct-
ed, and now in a siale of decay, which renders
them unhealthy, as they are inconvenient. The
concurrent testimony of each succeeding Board
of Visiters, for several years past, shows the ne-
cessity of renewing these buildings. With a

view to spread generally throughout the country
a knowledge of this institution, it has been de-
cided to appoint eighteen visiters from the alter-
nate States every year, forming the remainder of
the Board from officers of tiie Army ami Navy of
the United States.

I must again repeat my recommendation that
twoof the present paymasters be appointed assis-
tant paymasters general, with the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel. This very important branch of
the service is incomplete under its present orga-
nization; officers of higher rank arc required to
superintend the operations of the corps who mav
be on duty in the field. Itappears but an act of
justice to the latter, to allow them a moderate
per centage on the payments they may make to
volunteers and militia, to cover the unavoidable
losses to which they are exposed from being at
times compelled to make vhese payments in a
hurried and informal manner.

No loss or inconvenience lias resulted from
employing during the last season, Indian agents
to pay the annuities and make their regular dis-
bursements to the tribes over whose interests
they have been appointed to watch. These du-
ties have been well and faithfully performed;
hut, as a system for the filial disposal of these
important and responsible duties, the plan resort- I
ed to on (his occasion is incomplete; aad I again

recommend a small increase of the number of
paymasters, and that this duty be permanently
assigned to that branch of the militasy service.

In rendering justice to the character of the of.
ficersof the war department, and to the effiiccney
with which their duties are discharged, I cannot

forbear to bring to your notice the defects of the
present system ol paying the Army, and the evil
consequences which result from it From the
remoteness of the posts, the soldiers are paid at
long intervals,and the guaranty of soldiers debts,
given by the regulations to the sutlers, induces
them to give credit to the whole amount allow-
ed; a disposition of which the thoughtless soldier
generally avails himself to the full extent, and
en pay day has the mortification to see nearly his
whole pay carried,offby the sutler. This occa-
sions great discontent; while, on the contrary,
those soldiers who happen not to be in debt to

the sutler, receive large amounts, which they
too frequently waste in dissipation;?and, until
these sums are expended,the post presents a scene
of alternate drunkenness and punishment. The
only remedy for these evils will be found in the
prohibition ol' credits by the sutlers, and more
frequent payments to the troops.

The officers of the medical staff have maintain-
ed the high reputation requited by the zealous
attention to their duties in garrison and in the
field. The very strict examination to which can-
didates for this blanch of the service arc subject-
ed before admission, ensures high professional at-

tainments in those of the lowest rank; and thai

which the officers themselves undergo before pro-
motion, leads them to severe application, for it
must appear that they have not only retained the
knowledge acquired at college, but also kept
pace with the progress of medical science, or
they cannot he promoted or retained inthe ser-

vice. It is not surprising, therefsre, that this
.branch of the staff continues to be distinguished
for professional attainments and cheerful devo-
tion to their duties.

The report of the board of medical officers, ap-

pointed, bv your direction, to ascertain the rela-
tive advantages of Pittsourg and Wheeling for
the to ation of a marine hospital on the Upper
Ohio, in favor of the former, having been appro-
ved by you, the selections under the law for pur-
chasing sites for maiinu hospitals on the West-
ern waters are now complete. The mount ap-
propriated for that purpose not. proving sufficient
the officers entrusted with the performance of
that duty made conditional arrangements, sub-
ject to the ratification of Congress. I respect-

fullyrecommend that such an appropriation be
asked for, a* will enable this Department to car-
ry into effect the benevolent intentions or the
law.

Having in several instances found deficient the
titles to lands on which forts and other public
works are erected, measures were adopted to
perfect them; and f am happy to report that 1

found, on all occasions, the State authorities
willing to convey to the United States the land
whereon such works are situated. The Depart-
ment has not yet succeeded in settling the ques-

tion of the right of property in the Peapateli Is-
land, notwithstanding its utmost efforts to do so.

This is to be regretted, as its possession is es-
sentially necessary to the defence of I lie Dela-
ware. The works to bo erected there canpot,

from the nature of the soil,be thrown up in haste,
but willrequire much to complete them; leaving,

in the event of war, the approaches to Philadel-
phia almost entirely exposed.

A new edition of the Army Regulations has
been drawn up, and is about to be published,

with such amendments and additions as the ex-

perience of tlie last four years has dictated.
Itis a.subject of great regret to roe to bo com-

pelled to state that every effort to terminate the
contest in Florida, has|thus far provedunsuccess-

ful. On Gen.Taylor's retiring from the command

of the army there, (which hp did, by permission,

in May last,) it devolved upon Brigadier Gen-
eral Armistcad, who notwithstanding the ad-

vanced season- commenced active eperations
against the Indians, and, in many instances,

succeeded in bracking up their encampments,
destroying thci. fields and crops, and making
some few prisoners. In order to render the re-
gular forces available for offensive operations, a
brigade of Florida militia was raised for the de-
fence of Middle Florida, and placed under the
command of Brigadier General Leigh Read, of
the territorial militia, with instructions to de-
fend the portion of the Territory situated north
of a line of posts occupied by the regular troops,
extending from the Atlantic, south of .St. Augus-
tine, including two stations east ofthe St. John's
river, Piiutka, Wheelock, Micanopy, Watka-
hootee, VVacasassa, a post between the last and
Fort Fanning, and Cedar Keys.

The troops that were in the service of the
Teritory, in virtue of a law of the Legislature
of Florida, were mustered into that of the Uni-
ted States, and form part of General Read's bri-
gade, which has been increased to twelve hun-
dred mounted and live hundred footmen, and
may be raised to fifteen hundred mounted and
five hundred foot, a force which is considered
ample for the protection of that portion of the
Territory assigned to General Read's command.
Some depredations having keen committed in
the neighborhood of the Okefenoke swamp, four
companies of Georgia militia have been muster-
ed into the service of the United States, and are
charged with the defence of the Georgia frontier.

Certain of the hostile chiefs having signified
to General Armistead their desire to treat, they
were invited t> meet him at Fort King on the
7th ult. and from the circumstances (deemed for-
tunate) of the presence there of a delegation from
the Western Seminoles, hopes were entertained
of terminating this protracted struggle by the
peacelul removal of the remaining Indians. Af-
ter some days spent in negotiating, and after giv-
ing reiterated assurances of their desire to emi-
grate and rejoin their brethren west nf the Mis-
sissippi, the Indianssuddenly disappeared, with-

j out any assignable cause for this abrupt rupture
lof the negotiations. Hostilities have in ,nse-

quence, been renewed, and will be prosecuted
vigorously.

The regular troops now in Florida amount to
about 4,5u0 men, and the militia in service to
about 52,000. I recommend that authority be

I given the Executive to engage the services of
this description of troops far a twelvemonth, or
during the continuance of hostilities in Florida.
The term of three months is much to short to
ensure efficiency; and freqaent enlistments are a
fruitful source of insubordination, as well as of
great additional expense.

The number of Indians emigrated from the
interior to the West, since the year 1830, amounts

to very nearly 11,000, of which about 5.000
were removed during the past season; and I am
happy to add, that the condition of those who
are settled in their new homes continues to be

; represented to us as prosperous and happy. The
differences which unfortunately spring up be-
tween the Western Cherokees and the lafe emi-
grants of that tribe, upon their first arrival on
the Arkansas, have been happily adjusted; and I
have accordingly directed that their annuities
and other moneys due to thein should he paid;
and placed them upon the same footing as other
emigrant tribes. From the character of this na-
tion, and the advance made by many of their
number ir. civilization and in the arts of life, it
is hoped, now that they are removed from the
evil influences which heretofore beset them, their
progress in moral culture and physical comfort
will be rapid and lasting. Convinced that, if
ay great and general reform is ever tube effect-
ed among the Indians, it must be by means of
education, every exertion has been made to pro-
mote it; not by disjointed efforts, but by adopting

a system intended to embrace the establishment
of primary schools over the whole Indian terri-
tory, and of institutions of a higher order at
suitable poir.es designated with a view to the
convenience of the Indians, and of easy access.
Fort Coffee on the Aikansas river, whieh has
been abandoned as a military post, has been se-
lected for one of these establishments. The sit-
uation possesses very decided advantages; and
the system by which it is proposed to improve
them has my full approbation. For the details
of the plan, 1 refer to the accompanying report
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and par-
ticularly to his instructions for carrying it into
effect, add i-< dto the Superintendent of the
Western Territory.

While on this subject, itaffords me great grati-
fication to be able to speak in term \u25a0 of merited
praise of the Methodist manual labor s hool in
the Shawnee country. The labors of ;hat sect,
so distinguished for their Christian zeal in the
cause of Indian civilization, arc likely to be
crowned with success; and there is reason to
hope that the high expectations raised by this
extensive establishment will be fully realized
under i.s present pious and competent instructors.
The Department would be happy to promote
similar establishments on the part of ether reli-

j gious sects, equally zealous, no doubt, inspread-
| ing the light of the Gospel among the Indians,
( and equally disposed to advance their moral cul-
ture. It is convinced that, to produce durable
benefiei >1 effects by education, it must be made
practically useful; and that those domestic arts
which are imparted to our youth by the example
of their parents and associates, and form, as it
were, a pirt of their nature, must be taught the
Indian in the schools, and instilled into him by
education.

Perserrerance for one or two years longer in
the policy of n moving the Indians from the
baneful and destructive influences whieh sur-
round them within the States and Territories,
will unite the remnants of tribes still within
those limits to iheir brethren in the West; offer-
ing, as it is believed, the only chance, not only
of civilizing the red man, but of perpetuating
his existence.

By the accompanying report of the Commis-
sioner of Pensions, it will be seen that the num-
ber of pensioners of every description now on
the rolls in all the States and Tenitones, and
in the Distriet of Columbia, (except those paid
out of the navy pension fund,) amounts to forty-
lour thousand three hundred and ninety-lmr; of
which two thousand and seventy-two cases have
been admitted since the period of the last annual
report. The number of deaths of pensioners that
have occurred during the last year, and been re-
ported to the Department, is sixteen hundred
and five. From the number of unclaimed pen-
sions, it is believed that many more have died,
of whose decease e have no information. The

number of invalid persioners is now four thou-

sand two hundred and eighty-nine, having in-
creased four hundred and fourteen since 1333)
this increase is to be attributed, principally, to

the hardships of the service in h lorida. The
number of Kevolutionarv pensioners under the
act of March 18, 1818, has decreased from above
twenty thousand to seven thousand nine hun-
vlre 1 and fortv-seven. Under the act ol June 7,
1832, thirty-one thousand eight hundred and

eight have been admitted on the pension roll, of
which number twenty-three thousand two hun-

dred and seven yet remain. Eleven hundred
and eighty-six pensioners were admitted under

the law of May 15, 1828, for the benefit of of-

ficers and soldiers of the continental army who
served during the war; only six hundred and
five arc now borne on the rolls. The number of
widows pensioned under the act of July 4, 1836,
is three thousand four hundred and sixty-eight,

of whom two thousand seven hundred and sixty
survive. Five thousand nine hundred and twelve
widows have received the benefit of the act of
July, 1833; but the list is now reduced to five
thousand five hundred and eighty-six. All of
those now on the rolls will be dropped on the
4tb of Moreb next, when the term of their pen-
sions expires bylaw. From the number of ap-


