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"L iovadiog armiesin Lonisiana and on the coast

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA, JANUARY 13, 1864, 1 N 23,

k«\-.zércsibent Dabis” Zelessue.

To rur Sexarn anp Houvse or REPRESENTATIVES
oF T CONFEDERATE STATES
The necessity of legislative action arising out
of the important events thut have maried the in-
terval sipce your adjournment, and my desire to
have the zid of your counsel on other matters of
grave publie inlerest, render your presence at
this time more than ordinarily weleome. In-
deed, but for serious obstacles to convoking you
in ex{raordinary session, and the necessity for
my own temporary absence from the seat of go-
vornment, I would have invited you to an earlier
meeting than that fixed at the date of your ad-

journment.

‘. Grave reverses befell our avms soon after your
departure from Richmond. Egrly in July, our
strongholds at Vieksburg and Port Hudson, to-

. —\glether with their entire garrisons, capitulated to

the combined land and naval forces of the ehemy.
The important interior position of Jackson next
_fedl into their temporary possession.  Ourunsuc-
eessful assault on the Bust at Helena was foilow-
ed, at a later period, by the invasion of Arkan-
‘sn3; and the retreat of our army from Little
Rock gave to the enemy the control of the im-
portant valley on which it i3 sitaated.

The resolute spirit of the people soon rose su-
perior to the teraporary despondency mnaturally
resulting from these reverses. The gallant
troaps, 8o ably comumandedin the States beyond

Mississippi, inflicted repeated defears on the

“of Texas. Detachraents of troops and active bo-
dies of partisans, kept up so efiective & war on
the Missizssippi river.as practically to destroy its
value as an avenue of commerce.

The dotermined and successiul defense of

Oharleston against the joint land and na cal ope-
=ations of the enemy, afford an inspiring example
d’t&»‘t;’:' alility to repel the attacks even of the

' ivon-clad fleet on which they chieily rely; while

" oiithe northern frontier our success was still
mnore marked. .

The able commander, who conducted the cam-

paign in Virginia, determined to meet thethreat-

ened advance on Richmond, for which theeneiny

had mada long and costly preparatiofis, by fore-

ing their irmies to cross the Potomac and fight
in defense of their own capital and homes.—

Transferring the battle-field to their awn seil, he
succecded in compelling their rapid retreat from
Virginia, and v the hard-fonght battle of Gettys-

_...,31‘-]55"; inflicted such severity of punishinent as
ab

led them from early renewal of the cam-

palgn as originally projected, Unfortunately,

the communications on which our general relied
for receiving his supplies of munitions were in-
terrupted by extraordinary floods, which so
awelled the Potomac as torender impassable the

fords by which his ad rance had been made, and

he was thns forced to a withdrawal, which was

conducted with deliberation, after speuring large
trains of captured supplies, and with & constand

but unaccepted tender of battle. On wore than
oue oceasion the enomy hos sines made demou-
strations of a purpose to advance, inveriably fol-
lowed by aprecipitate refreat to entrenched lines

on the approach of our forces.
The effzctive check thus epposed to the ad
W ; - >
vanee of invaders ot el points, was such as to aft

— —ferd hope of their early expalsion from pertions

of the territory previousiy eccupied by them,
.when the country wis pamhﬁl_w sulprised by the

intelligence that the ofiicer in commund of Unm-
berland Gap had surrendered that important and
sasily defensible pass without firing a shot, upon
‘fﬁg)bummm]s of a foree still balieved to have b

inadequate to its reduction, and whea reinforce-

ments were within supporting distance, and had

been ordered fo his aid. Theentire gariison, iu-

resuli of these arrangements has, therefore,
laced it in the power of either France or Eng-
and to obstruct at pleasure the recognition ta
which the Confederacy 1z justly dutitled, or even
toprolong the continnanes of hostilities on this
side of the Atlautie, if the policy of rither counld
be promoted by tiue postponement of peace.—
Esceh, too, thus became possessed of great influ-
ence in 8o shaping the generul exercise of nentral
rights in Europe, as to render them subservient
to the purpose of aiding one of the belligerents
to the detriment of the other. I referred, at
your last session, to some of the leading points
in the course pursued by professed neutrals,
which betrayed a partizan leaning to the side of
our enemies, but events have sinece oceurred
which induce me to renew the subject in greater
detail than was then deemed necessary. In call-
ing to your attention the action of those govern-
menis, I shall refer to the documents appended
to president Lincoln’s message! and to their own
correspondence, as disclosing the true nature of
their policy, and the motives which guided it.—
To this ecourse no exception can be faken, inas-
much as our attention has been mnvited to those
sources of information by their official publica-
tion.

Iu May, 18¢1, the government of her Britannic
majesty informed our enemies that it had not
“allowed 2oy other then an intermedinte position
on the part of the Southern States,” and assured
them “that the sympathies of this conntry (Great
Britain} were rather with the north than with the
south,”’ :

On the 1st day of Juna, 1851, the British gov-
erument interdicted the use ofits ports “*to armed
ships and privateers, both of the United States
and the so-called Coufederate States,” with their
prizes. The secretary of State of the United
States folly appreciated the character and mo-
tive of thig interdiction, when he observed tp
lord Lyous, who commuuieated i, *‘that this
measure, and that of the same character which
had beéen adopled by IFrance, would probably
prove w death blow to southern privateering.”

On the 12th of June, 1861, the United States
ministers in London informed her majesty’s sec-
retary for foreign affuirs that the fact of having
held interviews with the commissioners of this
zoveroment had given “‘great dissatizfaction,”
and that o protraction of this relation would be
viewed by the United States “as hostile jnspirit,
and to Yeguire some corrésponding uetion ac-
cordingly.” In response to this iniimation, her
mujesty’s sceretary agsured the minister that
“be had ne expectations of seeing them any
more.'

By proclamation, issued en the 10th and 27ih
April, 1861, president Lincoln proslaimed the
blockade of the entire coast of the Confederacy,
extending from the Potomace to the Rio Grande,
embracing, according to the returns of the Unit-
ed Siates coast surveys, o const line of three thon-
sand five hundred and forty nine statute niles,
1 which the number of rivers, bays, harbors,
inlets, sounds and pasies is one hundred and
cighty-niue. The navy possessed by the United
States for enforeing this blockade was stated i
the reports communicatied by president Linepin
tg the congress of th: United States o con

half were in distant seas.  The absardity of ifhe
pretension of such a blockade, in the face of the
authoritative deelaration of the maritime riglits
of veuntrals made at Parisin 1856, was so glaring
thai the attempt was regarded as an experiment
on the forbearance of neutral powers, which they
woldd promptly vesist, This conelasion wasjns-
titied by the fact that the governments of France
and Great Britain determined thot it was neces-
sary for their interests to obtain from both belli-
gerents “sécurities concerning the propertreat-
ment of neatrale.” In the instructions which
“eonfided the negotiation on this matter” to the

cluding the comrander, being still held p:'ism:-'i British eonsul at Charleston, he was informe

ers by the enemy, I'am unable to =1

sast any'

that “‘the mosf perfect accord on this question

#xplunation of this disaster, whichlaill cpen cast- | exists between her majesty’s governient and

ern Tennessee and southwestern Virginiato hos-
tile operations, and broke the line of communiea-

tion between the seat of government and middle

Tennessee,

This easy success of the enemy was | of L :
followed by an advance of Cen. Roseeranz into | difference of opinion between Gr
Georgin, and our army evacnated Chattanpoga | the United Btates as to the valid

the government of the eraperor of dhe French,”
and these instruetions were accompanied by o
copy of the disputeqr of the British foreion oitice
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Iritain and
of the prine

; : : : - e . e e
sud uvailed itself of the opportunity thus afford- [ ples epundiated in the fourth articie of the deels-

ed of winning on the field of Chickamaaga one
of the most brilliant nnd decisive victories of the

ar. Tlis signal defeat of Gen. Roseeranz was
followed by his retreat into Chattanoogs, where

his imperiled position bad the immediate clliect
'wof relieving the pressuvs ofthe invasion at other

points, foreing the coneentration for Lis relief, | Huys of those powers.
«of large bodies of troops withdrays from the ar- |

mics in she Mississippi valley and in northern
Virginia. The combined forces thus accugulat-
od arainst usin Tennesses so greatly outpuni-

bered our army os te encournge the snemy to |
After a long end severe battle in which | were ¢

attack.
great carnage was in
troops inexplicably

tlicted on by, some of our

sandoned positions of great | tradin
strenath, and by o disorde;ly retreat, compelled § blockede above refe

ration of Paris in reference to blockades.
predecessars of the provisional congress had,
therefore, ne difficulty in proclaiming, nor [ in
approving, the resy
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capiure eneipy 8 property wiicn covered by
The “‘securities’” desiz

be o reguired from hotls belliperents,

i right of capturinirtheir

beltip

LYY ur enemies. They

the property of
of the United States

sed on the
uption in i
vith us by the d
red to,

to inte

aration of the paper
We hud no reason

she commander to wilhdray tlie torees elsewhere | 0 doubt the good fuish of the proposal made {0

guecessful, and finally to refive with Lis whaole | ug, nor to
army to a position some twenty or thirty.miles | parties bo
Itis belisved that it the troops who | Instiu

to the rear.
yielded to the agsault, had fonght with the
which they had displayed on previoas neeasio
and which was manifested in this battle on th

other parts ef the ling, the enemy would hLave | rocognition of the
been repulsed with very gront sluughter, and our | 1

i que aud
tihat | ot it w

country wonld bave escaped the na
ths army the mortifleation of the fin
hay resulted irom miscondngt by the froops. iu
the meantime the army of fien. Burngide was
driven from its field po

tion in oast
and forced to reireat into iis intiepclimeuts al
Knosville, where for soma weeks it was threst-
ened with capture by the forees under general
Longstregt. Noinformation b :
the final vesult of the oparationsef our eommand-
er, though intelligence has arrived of his with-
drawal from that place,

While, therefore, vur suceess in driving the
enemy from our soil hus not equaled the expee-
tations confidentlv entertained at the commiviice
ment of the eampaign, his further progress has
been checked, If we are forced to regret lusses
in Tennessee and Arkansas, we are not withouot

round for congratulation in Louisiana and |
U the seacoast hets exhansted by vain |«

Texpe.
afforts to capture our ports, while on the por-
thern froutier be has in turn felt the pressure and
dreads the renewal of mvasion. The indomit-
able courage and perseverance of the people in
the defense of thewr howes have been nobiy st-
testtd by the unanimity with which the legisla
tures of Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia
have recently given expression to the popular
sentiment; and like manifestutions may bie and-
eipdtod from all the States. Whatever obstivacy

may he displayed by the enemy in his desperate | tions that hev majesty

sacrifices uf money, e and liberty in the hope
of enslaving us, the experience of mankind has
tog conclusively shown the Sﬂ{:erinr enduranecs
of those who fight for home, liberty aud inde-
pendence, to permit any doubt of the resuit.

I regret to mform you that there has been no |

improvement in the state of our relations with
foreign countries since my message in Junuary
last, On the contrary, there has been s still
greater divergence in the conduct of Buropasn
nations from that practical impartiality whjcl;
alone deserves the name of uegtrality, and tieir
action, in some cases, has assumed a charscter
positively unfriendly. ]

Yoa have herefofore been informed that, by
sommon understanding, the initiative in all ac-
tion touching the countfest on this continent has
been left by Forei gn powers to the two great ma-
¥itime nations of western Europe, and that the

Tennaossee |

me of fenlties that we perl

{ECrRDY
i Feel constra

that we wereto be the only
s accpptdce, 3% iz troe, the
tral powers informed their
sential under nrese
ould act with great o
in order to avoid raising the guesiien of {he
qwy Confederation,” and that
erstanding on the subject did ot ass
wpe ol a formal convent
ed just by all to dechne 1
ground, s i
s had elapsed sinee the armival of
neutral nations
titled to o reasonable delas iy aet
i i so mueh importanes, !
int of view, presented difl-

yel }.r_'i
s of the ne
12l it was

that they

that

m

which, from their po

tamn it is that the ton of this goyverm
the oveasion was in faithful performanes of i1z
owi enziegements and such ps to wntitle |
peet o the part ‘of those who sought in theh
own inferest he most

DB

iy have the goveramenis which entered

arrangeients yielded to the peob
gt oppmmeree withous, whieh has'b
tited by the United States in defiauee ¢
af patioiis, but thattl ien ofthed
tral rights to cur det ithes on mere thabh ong
peeasion been cluimed in intereopcrse with our
anemics, w3 an evidence of Jriendlr feeli
wards them. A few extracts frort the com
pondenceofher mujesty’s chief secretar
for foreign alfai ‘-;-".ﬂuce to show

= BOTHCES

arked an-

in itspaper blockede,

ent wonld, not

& dayvernt

contest its validity,

On the 218t of May, ] s=li pointéd
¢ht to the U tes minister in London,
“the hlockade might ne donbt be made elfoctive,
considering the small number of harbors on the
southern const, even though the exfent of
miles were cuzl}?re}]endcﬁ' intetisa of that bloek-

ade”

On the 14th of Janaery, 15
minister in Washington communieated fo Lis g
vernment thatin extenuaiien of the barbsrous
attempt to destroy the pord of C’ln:n-‘;cs_tnu by
Sinking a stone fleet in the barbor, Mr. Sewird
had expleined “that the governmeni of the Unit-
od States had, lastspring, with a navy verylittle
repared for 50 exfensive an operation, wnder
talcen to hlockade upwards of 3000 miles ot esast.
The seeretary of the navy had reported that he

governments of these tiwo nstions had agreed to

take 3o measures without pre
| |

courageirent to the Uniled States to perserere |
und unmistokabie inlima-17

the law of nations requires, everything that the
sinking vessels in the ehanpel’ : present foreign enlistment zet reg"nirc's, "BHut that
On the Gth of May, 1862, so far from claiming | be will ask the sanction of parlisment “to fur-
the right of British subjects as nentrals to trade | ther messures that her majesty’s ministers may
with us as belligerents, dnd to disregard the | still add” Thislanguage 18 so unraistakably an
blockade on the gronnd of this explicit eonfession | ofiicial exposition of the poliev ndopted by the
by our enemy of his inability to render it effect- | British government in relation to ouraffsics, that
ive, her majesty’s secretary of Stute for foreign | the duty imposed upon me by the constitution,
afiairs claivied credit with'the United States for | of miving you from time to time “ivformation of
friendly action’ in respecting if.  His lordship | the state of the Confederaoy,” would not have
stated that “the United Btates governioent, on | been performed it 1 had failed to place it dis-
the allegation of a rebellion pervading from nine | tinctly before you. .
to eleven States of the Uniofn, have now, formare | 1 refer youa for fuller details on this whole sub-
than twelve months, endeavored to maintain a |ject to the correspondence of the state depart-
blockade of three thousand miles of coast.  'This | ment which sccompanies this message. The
blockede keptup irregularty, but when enforeed, | faets which I have briefly narrated are, I trust,
enforced severely, has seriously injured the trade | saflicient to enable you' to appreeiate the true
and manufactores of the United Kingdom. Thou- | nature of the nentrality professed in this war.—
sands ave now obliged to resort to the poor rates | I i3 not in my power to apprise you to what ex-
for subsistence, owing to this blockade. Yethor | teet the government of France shares the views
majesty’s government have never sought to teke | 50 unreservedly avowed by that of Great Britain,
advantage of the obvious imperfections of this | no published eorrespondenee of the French gov-
blockade, in order to declareit inefiactive. They | erument on the subject having been received,— |
have, to the loss and detriment of the Britishna- | No public protest nor opposition, however, has
tion, scrupuldnsly observed the dubies of Great | been made by lis imperial majesty against the
Britain towards a friendly State.” prohibition to trade with us imposed on French
Again, on the 92d Beplember; 1862, the sama | citizens, by the paper bluckade of the Uniged
noble earl asserted that the United States were | States, &l!.{mugh Ihavereason to believe that an
“yery fur, indeed,” from Qeing in “a condition to | nnsuccessful attempt was made on his part to
aslc other nafions to assuine that every port of | secure the assent of the British government ton
the coasts of the so-siyled Confederate Stetes is [ course of action more eonsonant with the die-
efiectively blockaded.” tates of public law, and with the demandsof jus-
When, in yiew of these facts, of the obligation | tice towards us, )
of the British nation to adhere to the pledzemade | The partielity of her majesty’s government in
{ by their government at Paris, in 1556, and renew- | favor of our énemies has been farther evineed in
i ed to this Uonfederacy in 1861, and of these re- | the marked difference of ita conduct on the sub-
i peated and explieit avownls ofthe imperfection, | ject of the yurchase of supplies by the two belli-
uregularify und inefiiciency of the pretended | gerents. This difference has been couspicuous
hloekude of oor cosst, | directed onrcommission- | Since the very commencement of the war. As
erat Loudon to callupon the British government | early us the first of May, 1661, the British minis-
to redeem its promise and to withhold ifs moral | ter in Washington was informed by the secretary
aid and sunetion from the flagrant violation of | 6f State of the United States that he had Sent
public law committed by our enemies, we were | agents to Eogland, and that others would £o to
mformed thet hoar majesty’s govermmient ‘conld.| Franee to purchase arms, and this fadlwas com-
I

to close some of the numerous smail inlets by

not regard the blockade of the southern ports as | municated to the Trifish foreign oflice, which in-
having been ofherwise than “practiealiy effecl- | terposed ng objection. Yet in Qetober of the
ive,” in February, 1862, and that “theménnerin | same year earl Russe!l entertained the complaint
which i% has since been enforeed, sives to nen-
tral governments no excuse {or asserting that
blockade as not been elficiently maintained.”

| We'were further infornied, when we insisted thas
| by the terms of pur agreement no blockade was
to be congidered effective nnless “sufficient real-
iy to prevent aceess to our coast,” that the decla-
ration of Paris was in trath dizected against
bloelades not sustained by any actual foree, or
sustained by anoloviously inadequate furee, sich
as the pecasional appoarenee of o man-of-war in
the oifing, cr the Like.

of the United States mmister in London, that the
@orfederate Htates were importing contraband
articles of war, from Nassau, dirceted inquiry
into the matier, and obtained o report from the
suthorities of the island denying the allegations,
which yeport was enclesed to Mr. Adams, and re-
ceived by him as satisfactory evidence to disst-
pate “‘the saspicion naturally thrown upon the
authorities: of Nagsan by that unwarrantable
act.” Bo, tee, when the Confederate government
purchaszed in Great Lritain, as a nentiel country,
? ; Vland with strict observanee both of tke law of

1t was impossible that this mode of construing | sations and the muricipal law of Great Britain),
an agreement; so 4s to make 1ts terms moan al- | vessels which were subsequently armed and cowi-
most phe reverse of what they plainly conveyed, | missioned as vessels of war, after they had been
| could be considered otherwise than as a notifisa- | far removed from ‘Enplish waters, the British
tion of tiie refnsal of the DBritish goverument fo | government, in viclation of its own laws and in
remain hound by its agreement, or longerto re- | ceference to the importunate demands of the
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| of |
24 vessels of all classes in commission, of whieh |

of the 17th May, 1841, slating thao there was no |

Your!

ons which abandened in | great be
favor of Great Britain and Frauce our right to | Laveac

by those governments were understood by us to | Sitates of Ar
nis Neutrals |
were cxposed on our it to the exereise of the
sels when |

unguesiionad right 'of !

Daif-p *

could stop up the ‘large holes’ by means of his
ships, but that he coxzﬁi not stop up the ‘small

previcus concert. The gpes’ It had been found necessary, therefore,

i
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spect these articles of the declaration of Pavis| Upited States, made an ineffectual attempt to
| which had been repeatedly denounced by British | seize one vessel, and did actually seize antl de-
| statesmen, and had been characterised by earl | tain another which touched ai the island of Nas-
tussell as “very imprudent” and “most Gnsatis-| sau, on her way to o Confederate port, and sub-
actory.’ i jeeted her to an unfounded prosesution ac the

ifany doubt remained of the motives by which | very time when cargoos of munitions of war wers
the British ministry have been actuated in their | being openly shipped from British ports to New
condnct, it would be completely dissipated by the | York o be used 1n warfare againsl us. liven
distinet uvowals and explanations conteined in | now the public journals bring intellivence that
the published speech recently madeby her maj-! the British government has ordersd tite seizare, |
esty’s secretavy of foreign affaiks, 18 ecmyment- | in o British port, of two vessels, on the suspieion |
ing op ihe remonstrances of this severnment | that they may hawe been sold to this govorn. |
sguinsh the countennnys wiven 1o ML ks ment, sad that iliey way be hereafter armed and
blockade, the followinglanpunge isused + “1¢ 15| equipped in our se; while British subjects
said we have, contrary to ihe declarations of | ave engaged in ireland by tens of thousauds 1o
Paris, contrary to internationsl law, permitied | proceed to the U, 2. for wirfare againstthe Con-
the biockade of three thousand miles of Ameri- | federney, in defidnce ot the law of nations and the
can coast. It is quilc true we did so, and | express terms of the British statutes, and are
presamable cavse of eamplaint is quite tru | transported in British ships, withoul an efiortat
although the blockade is kept up by a sufficient | eoncealment, to the ports of the United States
number of ships, vet these ships were sent into | there 1o [ )
the United States nayvy in 2 hurry, and are iil- | Great Britain

armed with rifles imperted from
the United § E & hrry, @ : and to be emplayed agninst our
fitted forthy purp and did not k up so'| people in a warlor conquest.” Noroyal prerogu
completely and » ly as was veanired, dan | tive isinvoked, n tive interference iz 1
eifective blockade.” terposed against this dagrant bregeh of munici-
This unequivoeal confession of violation, boll | pal and international law, o1 the part of our ene-
_ 14 of internationa law jas, while sirained constructions are placed on
| defended on grovmas the validity of which we| ny endeiments, proposed, and
| submit with contidence to the cundid judgirient | ‘iged for precluding
of mankind, ¢, by this government,
! These groundga seless for beligerent pur-
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tof pgrecment with us ac
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reilmsstated: *Still looking |

| ade of npwards
| me

sl the law of nations v was « blockade, wo, as &/l pos ess hereaiter arined and equipped out-
ligerent power nes, should | si le o neutral jurisdiction of Great Britain.

wiedeed, We, onrselves, bad abiloek- | Foi- nearly three years this government has

! and it did seem 1o | exercised ungiiestiongble jurisdiction over many

|
|
|
|
* i a, s i
in former times, should ! si
- 1
1
1

tice Federal | mithions of willing and united people. It hasmet
i and defeated vast armies of invaders, who have
in vain sought its subversion. Su;_;pdm-_-d by ilie
contidence and affection of its eitizens, the Con-
federaey Bas lacked no element which distin-
izhes an independent nation, sccording o thy
iples of public law. Ifs legislative, execut-
ve and jndieial departments, eacli in its sphere,
having perfurmed their appropriate functions
with e regularity as undisturbed as in time of
profound peace, and the whole energies of the
people have been developed in the oigunisation
Lot ies, while their rights and liberties
{have rested secure under the protection of the
courts of justice. This Contederacy is ¢ither in-

Hal we we

Dt there was ther
it] Our people we

f materinl whic!
sandifwasn g
to should naf br
, A0y lopinion, 1hetacn o
 have been forever infamons, if, fo
their own interedf, they had violiated i
naftons, and made war jn coninnetion
at Americe

eral Stat
In iho
nob involred: sl

reasnns Gur

I may be per

ha Ty ¥ £ 1 e oyt : PO My 3 o 4 Tl
observe that tl of governm ents dependent, or if is a dependeney of the United
yar 1oy e v ! Lk § 5N . 2 { s 4
to Y Know e bren g Siates, for no ofther earthly power eclaims the

forie fact on
wut ooe ling

right to governit. . Without one
which the pretension can rest, v
1

whenever tha s

asion of thos

vere sulfering r r theirp 5 1 pi ireaty or covenaut which ecan sive eo-
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Iy aifect interests, Dbutiheiniing tor to iile, the United States huve gsserted that |

bk

the British povernment has chosen to concede |
thut thesesovercign States are dependen of |
the covermmnent whieh 3 ni red at Wash-
Great Britain hos aceotdingly enier
this goverameni fhe closest and most
ons, while refusing on its demand,
; able intercourse with us, and has,
r the srrangements magewith the other

2 ey not only denied our ju

to the family of nutions.
ive, ihough ef
ent of out 1i
Become

relutions withth tes wionld be
] usethey are stayeaslding,
h Sueon ointtted i the offie
Lt the waids
g3 ers, v

tid piobakly
i persoa! i
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asad to 7
faveholding,
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yparent, by tl

irs, i the debates of
1 wntin July la $ e ai-
ument was deternined to persist in-
weourse of poliey which, under pro-
itrality, had become subservient to
-the s of our ennmy, I felf it mv daty to re-
all the cammissioners fi rmerly aceradited to
at court, and the porrespondence on {he sub-
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7 ijeet iz submitted to youn. =~ * A%
tlegal © i It isdue to you and to our country that this
sature in thiss | fall ®atement should be madeof the just erbunds
jast elaim on the pars | which exist for dissatisfaction with the conduct
ulre of Urest Pritai i of the Dritish government. T am wellawars ths
'd-of the reno d | we are unforiunately without adequats rome
ern publie law and of her .";w:w_f- for the injustice under which we have suffered at
uny guestiondble con¥uel (ke hands of o powerful nation, &t 4 junciure

i h"”.‘c eier times,” cin be oied | wlen our cntire resources.are absofbed in the
[t is inconsistent with re- | defences of our lives, ibertivs and independense,
: he oroat peaple whese inst an epemy possessed of erveatly saperior
e given us this warning, and material resourees.  Clabming ug
1y, bike that of mani ring no'aid, eonscions of eur own akil
e tinal instanee =1ty to defend gur own righis against the uimost
i armer e aml wo may | efforts of an infuriate foa, we had thought i1 not
well ‘deny the morelity of vioktfing i ut {o expect that assistange wonld bhe
Tsinrpugh deference to the 1d {rom our enemics, and that the condnot
igns would be marked Uy o genuine
vartiality between the belligerents. If s not
: { supposed & professed neutrulity wonld be soeon-
CHILY | dueted as to justify the forcign secreiary of the
st purs i British nation, in explainig, in eorrespondence
wevent our eien pur enemies, how the impartial ohservanse
of nentral oblizations by her majesty's sovern-
[ ment hias thus been exeeedingly advantageous to
cause ofthe more powerful of the two con-
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of tie hlockade, het tanjest
o8 care 1 I 50 doulit of the
pose of the B 1 gavernment 1o
nurchase of vessels 1a Great
plying our enemies with rig

tions ofwar, and statestis

parliament in the furilieranee of « Beltanding porties. 'The Hritish government may

rights, & precadent which shall justify the future
exercise of those extreme belligerent pretensions
ihat their naval poer renders so formideble.—
The apportunity for obtaining the tucit gssent of
European governments to a line of conduet which
ignores the obligations of the declarations of
Paris, and treat that instrument rather as a the-
oretical exposition of principles than  binding
agreement, may be copsidered by the Britis
minisiry asjustifying them in seeking a preat ad-
vaniage for their own country at the expense of
ours. Butwe cunnot permit without protesi-the
assertion that international Jaw or morals rogard
as “impartial feutrality” conduet avowed 1o be
“exceedingly advantageous” to one of the belli-
gerents. '

I have stated that we are without adeguate rem-
edy apainst the injustice under which we sufler.
There are but two biedsures that seem applicahle
to (he present condition of cur relutions with
neutral powers, Oueis, to imitate the wrope of
which we complain, to retaliate by the declira-
tion of & paper bloekade of the coast vt the Uni-
ted States, und to eaptare all neniral vessels trad-
ing with their ports that our ernizers can inter-
cept on the high seas, This measure T cannot
recommend, 1% is true thal, in so doing, we
should but follow the precedents get by Great
Britain and France in the Berlin and Milan de-
crees, and the British orders in council ot the
beginning of the prosent centurv. DBubit must
be ;‘ememl‘wred that we, ourselves, protested
against those very measures as signal vielations
ot the law of nations, and declared the attempts
to excuse them, en the ground of their being Te-
taliatory, utterly insufficient, These blockades
are now quoted by writers on public law asa
standing reproach on the good name of the na-
tions who were betrayed by temporary exaspera-
tion intp wrong doiog, end onglt to be regarded
rather os errors to be ayvoided than as examples
to befollowed, !

... Theother mensure iz not open to this cbjection,
The second nrticle of the declaration of Paris,
which provides “‘thutthe pentral Hag covers ene-
my’s goods, with the exception of eontraband of
War,” ‘was 4 new concession by belligerents in
faver of neutrals, and not simply the enuneiation
of an acknowledged pre-existing rule, like the
fourth artiele which referred to blockades. To
this cosicession we bound surselves by the cos

vention with Grea! Britain and Fravee, whieh
tock the shinpe of the resolutions adopted by your
predecessors on the 18th of August, 1661 The
cousiceration tendered us for that congession has
been withheld,  We have, therefore, the undo-
nichle right to refuse longer to be Loond by a
compact which the other refuses to fullill. But
we should not lorget that war is but temporary,
and that we desivethaf peace shall be permanent,
The future poliey of the Confederney mustever
be to uphold neutral rights to their fall extent,
Tho principles of the declaration ofiParis com-
mend themselves to onr judgment as more just,
more humine, and more consonant with mod-
ern eivilization than those belligdrdnt preten-
sions which great naval powers have heretofore
it to introduce into tho maritime code. To
o our undeniable rishis to the exercise'of

those pratersions, 19 o poliey higher, worthier
of us and ourcnuse, than to revoke gur adhesion
tagwmc:ples that we approve,
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: {we Let onr heope for
Tesg Tesh ratner in a returning sense of jus-
2 which cannot fail to awaken a great pecple
tothe conseioushiess, that the war in which we
are engaged cught rather to be mady 3 reason
of forbegranes of ndranidgy ey T ecassion
for the unfriendly cohduct ‘of which we make
just complueint.

The evenis of the last year Lave produced im-
portant changesinthe conditionof cur southery
neightror. The occupation of the capital of Mesx.
ico by the French army, and the estublishment
of a provisienal government foliowed by a radi-
cal chenge in the coustitution of the counizy,
have exeited lively interest, Although prefer-
ring our own government and institutions to
those of ether countries, we ean have no dispo-
sition to contest the exercise by thea: of ihe
same rightof self povernment which we nsgert
for curselves. 1f the Mexican people prefer a
monurehy tg a republic, it is our plain duty
cheertully to acquiesce in their deeisivn, and to
evinde o sinee {riendly interest in their
‘t::‘n_.-al.'e‘.?__‘il._\,'_ wever, the Mexicans prefer
maintaining their rg;rmer insiitutions, we Lave
1o reason to apprehend any obstacle fo the free
exercise of their choice. The emperor of the
Tvench has solemuly disclajmed ey purpose to
impoese on Mexico g form of coverrment not ac-
ceptable toihe m!ii'rm-, and the pminent perzon-

areto whom the throns has been {endered, de-*

clines iis acceptance unless the offer be sane-
tioned by the sufirages of the people.  Ineither
event, therelore, we may eonfidently expect the
continnance of those peaceful velations which
have heen maintained ou the firontier, and even
# large development of the commeree, alveady
cxisting to the mmtual advantage of the two
conntries, G

It has been found necessary since your ad-
journment to take ac-ion on the sulbject of cer-
tain fureign consuls within the Confederacy.—
The nature of this action and the veasens on
whizh it was based are so fully exhibiled in the
correstondence of the State depariment, whieh
is transmitted to @m, that o additions] com-
ment is required,

1n connection with, this subject of our rela- -

tions with foreign countries, it 1s decmed oppor-

| tune to comrunicate my views in reference to

the 1re
ted 3t

aties made by the government of the Uni-
es at u date anterior to dur sepam[iun,

and which wera consequently binding on us as-

well as on foreign powers when the s¢paration
took eill It was partly with a view to enter-
ing info such arrangements as the change in our
government bad made neeessary, thatwe felt it
sur duty to send eommissioners abroad for the

I purpese of eutering Mta the negotiations proper

1o
: s to thoko treaties.  As this tenderon eur

.o
nart has been deelined, as foreign nations have
oo ¥
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y fix the relative rights and oblipations of 1he

& s the henefit of the treaties towhich wa
were parties, they eertsinly bave cessed to be
Binding anus, aud, in my opinion, our relations
with European nations are, therefore, now con-
trolled exclusively by the geperal ocnes of the
law of natione. Ui is proper to add that these
remarks are intended to apply solely to {reaty
obligatiens towards foreign severnmints, and
have no reference to rights of individuals.

Tho stats of public finances i9 such as to de-
maud your earliest and most prompé aitention.
I need hardly say that a prompt efficagipus rem-
ady for the present conditinn of the ewrrency is
necessary to the successful perfurmances of the
functions of wovernment. Fortunately, the re-
sources of our epuntry are so ample, and the
spirit of fhe peopld =0 devoted toits cause, that
- are ready to make the necessary contribu-
tion, Relief iz thus entirely within oun reach it
weo hare the wisdom to legislate in such manner
as to render available the means at onr disposal.

At the commencement of the wer we were fur
from anticipating the magnitude and dn
the strngele inavhich we are engazad, Tl
racacions foresight conld nothave predi
the passions of 1he notthern people wopld lead
ihem blindly to the seerifice of life, treasure and
liberty, in so vain a Rope as thad of subjneating
thirteen independent States, inhabited by many
millions of peoplé whose birthright of freedom s
desrer o them than Jife. A long éxemption from
direct taxation by the general sovernment had
created anaversion to its raiging revenue by any
other means than by dnties ew hmports, and it
wias supposed that theee.duties wonld be amplo
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gives to the United States the assuvance thathal goom this wara favorable occasion for establisk- * fnr cuvrent peace tapenditurcs, while thn mesny

will dain their favor uet onl$ “rvorothing thet ing, by tha tamporany sscritice of fheir nentral

|Centinued on 24 pagn,
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