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ii hlll: itindll-c I Iellsi '. iiili tlell t Sai ji d iiflto to

,}l, .uc ,r I t," opI of qall ,niio s which, shiceC the

ii..... te,, I .} r i .lIi i. have agitat 'd the pui.11 li'

.l'l 'ecit g i!l,' uOl h'• t'Ahilt ' cOllil i 111 'litto dcl ittre
;i :a ~ l iid' Ihere't 18 i10 {*Ili ln ',s OUl" fathers 1tl1-

.I, ~ ,, 1he U;ion~ w hi•'h they e-tablhi-hed call

1 .n' i l ht'iig l ' I iis sir i ielllselt in seti
to 0",- i. e o b, ' here to c ti aIte i its ' iree afi-

/',r:< ,:•] I. its inlt.rnlal t'oint'tl'ls ac'eording to it.-

aU wi'l, an,1 whe'e L.iws of tclntratl goverlrnmeti
;!h fi . !in•d ito matte rs of n:•lional jurisdiction,

vli~• "\;ii tevial force to [0 ll Ipeople of every 8,'ctioni.

'ui u' -the pr,,stent " state of the Uuhon " is a

.c l~lhy ! •t, an~d \Ve all mnust acknlowledge that

n'a c • ( 
' i , ' l  

o f th e ,• (;tat' to th e'i r p ro p e r le g atl r
'.!,: • th he Fed,:rOi {ovel'iill til and with (I(

,l/,r.,c,'i:,g to the teril< of the' original comnpact,

;Ji ,, he gr,•,tet •t h mipoi'l bh, sing, w,;hichl God iu

'.i kld- I'•,idence coubl bestow upon this na~tioni

1!!,,c u~• •'l'iuttr live uth y~ t) c'onsider \vh•.her

., i t is Unplo.-ible to t f,'ct this 1100 t desh'able

, o l is ol\e"1 by all partie's the other will he

rr i-,,t1, awl it one is destro'yed both mu<t perish

,i .r:'. !TheI detstruetion of the C onstltittion will be

!uflo•'id I other and still greatercaltunitics. It was

ul,:,din'lt only to form a more perfect union Ic-
;, ,a ,I- i St 'es, tut to " establish justice, insure do-

:nc'itic tr,1iitility, provide for common defence, pro-

wlh <',' al w•\i el re a'tt seclle ure the blessiing. of
I.t t a te l o,;..elve. s and our posterity." Nothing but

n;;p;icit , e1 1 I to it< r q' ir'l'emel:t' in all carts of

n r' .•I: will ae,'oupltbb these great end.• W ith-

; ' n ti•n< c ae c ii l lo : forlward only to coii-
ti:• i,+, , '. Iup m, it'lividual rights, iucessant

It, 't 
- ~o il' 'peace, n t ~iornal w+e ess, fiutan-

: , ,ii- .. tlt total loss of our pro-perity, ia gno e-

l.rl c.i'! :!! Uo!' tniorii and- the linal extinctiuon of

lplar -, doin. To Sve ou ir cOuntrilIy foil l vils so
ppatli;: as itso,, we should renew our' efirt- again

aii I ani!l. To me the prucess of reestoration seemlls

perf, dv Il.tin antd inple. It consists mainly in a

1thih!al npili.atiou of the C'onstitution and laws. The

; i of tht' I os is not now o.bstrulcted or olp-

,. ti iv l :,y-ic force. There is no military or other

li--,'c . ".. . i.d or pr ttend,'d, which clan prevent oh edi-

tt t ' 'ti ttiOn ti esr North or South. All

i', -i. ill obligationi : of States alld indivlduals

be I ,ttc't d :uad enforced by mean' perlectly con-
-n..t i l t ile l ii dlo o Ital iilaw. Courts may be

, r e pen, an if o i'n their lIprocet'sses would

. i , Ld Cri s a in-t t•e l Unilted States can

L,. I',t,•:(,t or put i-he'l by the poper ;udicial au

' a hintner entirely practicable and legal.

' r,. i<, Iir ore, ho reason why the Constitu-

t;: -il l Iot: bie obeyed, unl'-s those who exer-

ce it- i, have detelrmini d that it -'l-:l bte disre-

:ri! a fl violated. The merte nailked will of this

S'l.'nt'tillni lt or of -u1me one or more of its brau-

ci,', I.' i-
t1  

y o ;•obstacle that can exist to a perfect

Mann of all thi States on this momentous question,

a.i in e of tlhe mtea-ures growilng out of it, I have

,;ld t!1'.,' i-:iutunte to diafer i 'rout Congress, and ha'hve

a ,:--i'd Imy coniictio iiM ithout rtserve, though

will, b, i.n'ting def,,recle to the opinion of the Legis-

,,,- l
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pi tmuent. Thu
s

(, convictiuo s are not only

iii:gl l t strelintheicI l bh subi eqtluent events

amfl flt re'hetion. lThe tr'lnseen•ident importance

oi tie il,'c't will le' a sulticielit excuse for calling

niqt'r.att~lioi to mo;1e of the reasons which have so
I:i, t!y iltluenced t iy own judgmentf . Th!e hope

fit wie Imay dl finlly llconcuir in a tiode of settlement

'-,tunt ft, olf(t t(' w',ith our true in iohterests and wit h

i fso du l tis to thilie ('llonsttitution, is too at Iral

a tid too lut to he t a-ily rtliuqui-shed.

TIlE STA-':eS OF THiiE t11 IItEL STAT lloe
It is clear to nyi apprcihen-io atn that the States lately

ilt 1.C1ilin are still members of the w Nationl' al Un'lion.
lWhent did they t ease to bie sit? "' Ordhtinances of se- .

!..sioll ' adopted by it portion, in 11ost of them a i

vr-i small pfortion, of their citizens were imeroe nulli-

.0 If we adm it. noW that they tt wt validi ud ti ef•' e-

tual for the purpose intende'l by their authors, we

-coi y'taOm underi outlr feet the i \hole grotundi upon

t., twiie jl -titr id the war. Wl'aere those States af -r-
•fd r:; p,lled fromll the U'nioin by the twar The tdi-

r,.t. lit llt" was averred Ih this Government to ibe)

It- I'pou ,'
, 

and was so unidrstood by all those who

e r e ir blood iiand treasurel to aid in its prosecutiolln.

-, of the Union had the legal ef ct oft dissolv-

ie it. Tihe victory o t the nations a' ti was not al

di- ;a'eI of her policy; the diefeat of stcelssion on the

btttl+.i ld was o tfiIni ph of its laiwless principle;

nr coul t co tongress 
i with or without the coillOf the

the l'xecit ie, do l thing whic'h would hlave I the ef-

hect, dhectly ;r indirectly, of sep-orating the States

fiu: l 'ach other. To disollve til e Union is to

in• the C'oI' ltitution which holds it together,

i..1 :!i, i- 1 - ; p her which does not belor n to any he-
1i-', ;, 111,1t u ii t ;o tlorn inent, or il t all of then' united.

'I ic " that l It haIs tbeen tickuoledgen d by all
1 1 lir.. l t th ' 'el t llcfr l fGovei'rnioi tt. The otxecuttive

,il t 'f: 
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lli''ttlo''ll hal e tid fo ic ly a tef 
d  

upon thend

i''f,.",,' th'a the nion is tsi lt o tly undissolved, butt

it -` , Mle. tCat.ges 1 sumt ittred an an tiitttdmin• t to

t
.  

"',',.-"i, lt'to tte r itified by the Southern Stater ,

slur .,,..t.,+ed their c.ts of ratification as a ne: essary

.c u.• x•rcis of their hi.hest function. If the \
i.t iate or were llut.lsot out of the Uccion, thi-r

cot, to a c ge i ru the ftlitAimelltC alaw of t'he

it ivo lt ' ol' h ftv e beit n• lto r
,  

and longress in

: nnittdll a politi.al aoliatio it i colhlan Judi-

: a o givenl the solrd. onsituntion dof its au

,tot the sae view of the case. The Judges of

Ir 1u'rt have included the Sotatern Sto e r

reit, ano they :ire osieratin wictl in theou and

" p1; ticer, , e- jurisditfion hieh doeit. not tbe-

n' :,t v-Olesof botis iot the tat e States of the

Ssol. If the outherpoe of rStates are con-

tnt palis of the lnion, the Cponstitution ish the

`':prume larw lJo themi, as it i m for alli other States.

They 'are hod! ti obey it, and so are we. The right

of the Federal Government, bhich is clear and un-

tnes-tuiuabtle, to enforce the Constitution upon themn.
inplic's the correlative obligation on our part to ob-
,-rve its limitations and exercise its guarantees.
W,\ithoiut tit(_ Can-titution we are nothing. By,
through amd under the Cn titution we are what it
tds:cs us. We raa doubt the wisdom of the law,
we. may got a•pprove of its provisions, but we cannot

S
c

l
c . ecat-e It seems to eo:ntinle olr pow-piow 

narrower 

than 

we 
could 

wish. 

It 
is

on of individual, or class, or sectional in-

less of party preduminiance, but of duty,

and sacred duty which we are all sworn to
we cantnlot s•upport the Constitution with

alhctity of those who love and believe in
:ie to it at least the fidelity of public ser-
't under solemn obligations and Commands
dare not disregard. Constitutional duty
sly one which requires the States to be re-
ere is another consideration which, though

nity, equality, or rights of States or individuals, and
that when this was done the war should cease. I do
not say that this declaration is personally binding on
tho-e who joined in making it, anyv more than indi-
vidual menmbers of Congress are personally bound to
pay a public debt created under a law for which they
voted. But it was a solemn official public pledge of
the national honor, and I cannot imagine upon what
grounds :epudiation: of it is to be justified. If it be
said that we are net bound to keep faith with rebels,
let it be relembered that this promise was not made
to rebels only. Thousainds of true men in the South
were drawn to our standard by it, and hundreds of
thousands in the North gave their lives in the belief
that it would be carried out. It was made on the d:a
after the first great battle of the war had been fought
and lost. All patriotic antl intelligent men then saw
the neces-ity of giving such an assurance, and believr-
ing that without it war would end in disaster to our
cause. Ihaving given that assurance in the extremity
of our peril, viotltion of it now, in the day of our

w, Wer, would be a rude rendling of that good faithwhich hohls the moral world together. Our country
would cease to have any cliim upon the confidence of
tacn. It would make the war not only a failure but a
fraud.

THE RECONSTRUCTIO(N LAWS.
Being sincerely convinced hlit these views are cor-

rect, I would be unfaiithful to mnv duty if I did not
recomlmend the repeal of those acts of Congress which
place ten of the Southern States under the domination
of mtilitary mtasters. If calm reflection shall satisfy a
mi,,jority of your honorable bodies that the acts refer-
red to are not only a violaition of national faith, but in
direct conflict with the Constittiution, I dare not permit
ilmyself to doubt that you will immediately strike them
fromi the statute-books. To demonistrate the uncoun-
stitutitoal character of those acts I need do no tIore
than refer to their general provisions. It must be
seon at once that they are not authlorised. To dictate
what alterations shall be made in the Constitutions of
the several States, to control the elections of State
legi-!:tors and State officers, members of Congress,
and the electors of President and Vice Preident, by
arbitrarily declaring who shall vote aind who shall be
excluded from that privilege; to dissolve the State
Legi.-latures or prevent them from assembling ; to dis-
mi.-s Judges and other civil functionaries of State, andappointothers without regard to State law ; to organ-
ise atnd operate all political machinery of States ; to
regulate the ahole admtilnistration of their doiestic
a ilotl taftItirs, according to the mere will of strange
and irresponsible agents sent among them for that
p!lrpose; these iare powers not granted to the Federal
Govertnment or to any one of its branches. Not being
granted, we violate our trust by assuming them as
palpably as we would by acting in the face of positive
interdict, for the Constitution forbids us to do what-
ever it does not atfirmatively authorise, either by ex-
press words or by clear implication. If the authority
we desireiesire to use does not come to its through the Con-
stitution, re can exercise it only tby uturpation, and
usurpation is the most dangerous of all political
crimes. ByI that crimne enemies of free govermient
in all ages have worked out their designs against pub-
lic liberty andti private right. It leads directly and im-
nltdiately to the establi-hment of absolute rule, for
undelegated power is always unlimited and unrestrain-
ed. 'lThe aets of Congress in qullestiol aire sot only
objectionable for their assumption of ungranted power,
but imany of their provisions are in conlflict with the
direct prohibitions of the Constitution. The Consti-
tution commands that a republican form of govern-
nient shall be guaranteed to all States, that no person
shall ie detrived of life, liberty or property without
the due process of law, arrested without a judicial
warrant, or punished without a fair trial before an im-
partial jury; th.t the privilege of the habeas corpus
shall not he denied in time of peace, and that no bill
of ataiiider shall be passed even against a single indi-
vidual. Yet the systems of measures established by
these acts of (Congress does totally subvert and de-
stroy the form as well as the substance of repulic.ln
government in the ten States to which they apply. It
binds them hand and foot in absolute slavery, and
subjects them to a strantge and hostile power more un-
limited and more likely to be abused than any other
nowv known aniong civilised tmen. It tramples down
aill those rights in which the essencee of liberty consitts
and which a free government is ailway most ctreful to
protect. It denies the writ of h.abeas corpus andt trial
by jury. Personal freedom; property and life, if as-
sailed by the passion, prejiuilice or ralpcity of the
ruler, have no security whati'ver. It has t ie eflett of
a bill of attainder, or tl bill of p tins and penalties, not
upon a feiw individuals, but upon whole masses,
incl ding millions who inhabit the subjected South-
ern States, and even their ulnllorn children.--
These wronga bIeing expressly forbidden, cannot be
constitutionally inflicted upon ally portion of or peo-
ple, no i tlter how they may have come within our
jurisdiction, and no matter whether theyo live in States,

territories or listricts. I have no desire to save from
the proper and just consequences of their great crime
those who engaged in rebellion against the G(overn-
menit, bht asa mode lof pnllislhmiiet tile eltesuritres under
colsidieration are the most l resoni-able thait coutll be
invented. Many of the'e people are perfectly itmo-
cent, many kept their li'lelity to tihe Union untainted
to the last, 'nanny were incapable of any leg 'l offences,
it large portion even of persons atble to Ioear arunis

were forced into rebellion against their will, and of
those ilo are guilty with their own consenit, degrees
of guilt are as various as the shades of their character
and temper. But these icts of Congress confound
them all together inl one conttnon doom. Indiscrimii-
natoevengince Iponi classes. seCts ilUd parties, or upon
whole communtitiies, for otff';ees conulitted by a por-
tion of them against governments to whilch they
owed obedience, was commnon ill the barbarous a:ges
of tlie world; but 'lhristianity and civilisation have
nade such pr'ogress that recourse to a punishmient so

cruel and unjust would meet wisth the condemnation of
all u ,prejutliced and right-minded men. Puntitive

ju-tice of tlhis age, and especially of this country, does
not consist in stripping whole Stots of their liberties,
and reducing all their people, without distinction, to a

colnition of slavery. It deals separately with each

individual, confties itself to fiorms of law, and vindi-
cates its own turity Iy an; impartial examination of

every ease before a competent ,judicial tribunal. If
this does not satisfy all our desires with regard to

Southern rebels, let us contsole ourselves by reflecting
that a free Constitution, triumphant in war and un-
hroltke in peace, is worth far tmore to us and our
clhildre than the grat.ifieatiot of any present feeling.
I an aiwaire it is issulmed that this system of govern-
nlent for thie Southern States is not to be perpetual.
It is true this military governmen:t is to be only provi-
sion.l. If the gu:trantees of the Constitution can be
broken provisionally to serviea temlporary purpose,
anlld in a part only of tile counttry, we can destroy
thesm everywhere and for a;ll time. Arbitrary measures
often ehatnge, ibut thy-v ge'nerally change forthe worse.

It i= the course of despotism that it has no halting

place. Intermitted exercise o" its power brings no
sense of security to its subtjects, for they cn never
know what imore they will be called upon to endure
when its red right hand is airted to plague themi
again. Nor is it possible to cinjecture how or where

puwer, unrestrained by law, may seek its next victimus.
States that are still free nmay bie enislavetd at a:y ito-
ment, for, if the Constitutioi does not pirotect ill, it
protects Inoie..

NEGtRt) SUFFRAGE.

It is manifestly and avowedly the object of these

laws to confer upon the negroes the privilege of voti, g,
and to disfranchise .uch number of white citizens itS
will give the formier a clecar majority at all elections in

th.le Southern States. This to the mind of some per-

sonis i so important that a violation of the Constitution

is jutified as a inets of bringitng it about. That

trallt is awl way false which txexses a iwronlg becaluse
it proposes to accomplish a desirable end. We are not

periitted to ilo evil that good may come, but in this
ease the end it elf is evil, as well as the oans. The
suljtglig•tion of States to negro domination would be

Sorse than the inilitarv desp•otism under which they

are now sufibiring. It was believed beforehand that
thi people would endure any amount of military op-

pressito for any length of t imle rather than degrade
themselves bisu-tjectitn to the negro race. Therefore
they have been left without a choice. Negro suffrage
waso established by act of Congress, and military offi-

cers were cotlmmanded to superinte.nd the process of
clothing the negro ice with the political privileges
torn from white nmen. The blacks in the South are en-
titled to lie well and humanely governed, and to have

the protection of just laws for all their rights of person

and property. I' it were practicable at this time to

give them a government exclusively their own, under

which they miight manage their own affairs in their

own way, it would become a grave question whether
we ought to do so-or whether commuon humanity would

not require us to save them from themselves. But un-

der the circumstances, this is only a speculative point.

It is not proposed merely that they shall govern them-

selves, but that they shall rule the white race, make
and administer State lies, elect Presidents and mem-

lers of Congress, and shaipe to a less or greater extent

the future destiny of the whole country. Would such

a trust and power be safe in such hands ? The pe-
culiar qualities whichl should characterise any people

who are lit to decide upon tile management of public
affairs for a great State have seldom been combined.

It i the glory of tie white men to know that they have
had these qualities in sufficient measure to build upon
this continent a great political fabric, t.d to preserve

its stability for more thtan ninety yreirs, while in every
other part of the wor!l all similar eyperiu•ents have

failed. But if anything cat be proven by the kpown
facts, if all reasq•ing upon evidence is not abandoned,
it mst sbe acknpwledged that in the-progress of na-
tions negrost have shown less .apacityTor Government
than any other race of people. No independant gov-
ernment of any form has ever been scceeesftl in their
hands. On the contrary, wherever they haltha~o

left to their own devices they have shown a constant
tendency to relapse into barbarism. In the Southern
States, however, Congress has undertaken to confer
upon them the privilege of the ballot. Just released
from slavery, it may be doubted whether, as a class,they may know more than their ancestols how to organ-
ise and regulate civil society. Indeed, it is admitted
that the blacks of the South are not only regardless of
the rights of property, but so htterlv ignorant of pub-
lic affairs that their voting call consist in nothing more
than carrying a ballot to the place where they are
directed to deposit it. I need not remind you that the
exercise of the elective franchise is the highest attrib-
ute of an American citizen, and that when guided by
virtue, intelligence, patriotism, and a proper apprecia-
tion of our free institutions, it constitutes the true
basis of ai Democratic form of government, in which
the sovereign power is lodged inl the body of the peo-
ple. A trust artificially created, not for its own sake,
but solely as a means of promoting the general wel-
fare, its influence for good lmust necessarily depend
upon the elevated character and the true allegiance of
the elector. It ought, therefore, to be reposed in none
except those who are fitted morally and mentally to ad-
mini- ter it well,lor if conl le red upon persons who do not
.1justly estimate it value, and who are inditbl-rent as to
its result, it will only serve as the means of'placing
power inl the hands of unprincipled and ambitious men
anlt lmust eventiuate in the complete destruction of the
liberty of which it shoult be the most powerful con-
servator. I have, therefore, heretofore urged upon
your attention the great danger to be apprehended
fromt an untimely exteinsiou of the elective lranchise
to any liew class in our country, especially when a
large majority of that class, ill \ ieling the power
thus placed in their hands, canInot be expected correct-
ly to comprehend the duties and responsibilities which
pet tain to the right of suflfrage. Yesterday, as it were,
four millions of perionis were held in a conditioni of
slavery that had existed fior generations; to-day they
are free men and are asscmed by law to be citizetls. It
cannot be presumed ftrom their previous condition of
servitude, that, as a class, they are as well informed as
to the nature of our Govertnmilit as the intelligtmt
foreigiller who makes our land his homie from luohice.
In the e ase of the latter neither a residence of five
years iand a knowledge of our institutions which it
gives, nor attachIiment to the principles of our Consti-
tution, are the only conditions upon which he can be
admitted to citizenship. lie nmuiit prove in addition a
good moral character, antd thus give reasonable ground
for belief that lie will lie faithful to the obligations
which he assumtes as ia citizen of th lie Republic. Whn
a people, the source of all political power, speak by
their sufllrage through the in.,trument:ality of the ballot-
box, it must be carefully gu ried against the control
of those who are corrupt in princip le and tire ettnemies
of free ilstitutions, for it can only become to our

political and social system a safe conductor of healthy
popular sentiment, when kept free ftiom demoralisingi
influences. Controlled through f--aud and usmpat liton
by the designing aiarchyv anid despotism must invitably
follow. I, the hands ol the patriotic and worthy, our
Government will be preserved upoI the principles of
the Conistitution inherited frotn our fithers. It fol-
lows, therefore, that in admitting to the ballot-box a
new class of' voters not liqualified for the exercise of
the elective franchise, we weaken our svti -t of gov-
ernment instead of adding to its stIrengtuh aid duraeil-
itv. I yield to no one in attaehmtn-nt to that rule of

general suffragd which distinguishes our policy as a
nation, but there is a liiit wisely observed hitherto
which imikes the ballot a privilege and trust, and
which requires of soiime classes a timtte suitable for pro-
bation and preparation. To give it indi-erimitately to
a new class, wholly unprepared by previoua htabits and
opportntities to perform the trust which' it dettmand,'
is to degrade it, and fituily to destroy its power; for
it may be safely assumed that Io political truth is
better established than that such indiscriminiute and
all-embracing extension of popular sufliage huut end

at last in its overthrow andl destr.ietion. I reptat the
expression of my w illingness to join in any plan within
the scope of our constitutional authority, which prom-
ises to better the condition of the negroes in the
South by encouraginu them in industry, enlightening
their minds, improving their morals and givinig pro-
tection to all their just rights as fireedimen: but a
tr-insfer of our political inheritance to them woull, inl
lily opinlio, be ;an abaltndonmlltent of' a duty which we
owe alike to the memory of our fathers and the rights
of our children. 'iThe plan of putting the Southern i
States wholly, and the (General Government partially,
into the hands of negroes is Iroposed at a time pecu-
liallyt unpropitiots. The foundatiins of society have
been broken up by civil war. Industrv must be ret i-
gunised, justice rethstablished, public credit maintaineld,
ati order Ibrought out of contfution. To accomplish
these? ends would require all the wisdom and virtue of
the great men who formed utri institutions originally
I confidehntly believe that their descendant, will be'
equal to the ardnous task before them ; bult it is worse

than madness to expect that nIgroes will perform it
for us. Certainly we ought not to ask thelir assistance
until we despair of our competency. The great dif-
ference ibetwien the two races in physical, imenital and
mortal chirecteristics will prevent an amalgamation or

fusiot of thlem together in one homtogeneous omats. If
the inferior obtatins the asce-ndency over the superior,
it will govern with rtefrence only to its own interest,
for it will recognise no cotmmon interest and create
I such a tyranny as this conitinellnlt eha iver yet wit-

nessed. Already the ilinegreos arie ifluenced 1by pro:-

isesofeonfiscatton and pilntder. They are taught tt

regard a ai eitnemny every white manl who has any res-

pect for the rights of his own race. If this continues
it must becomie worse and worse, until all order \ill
be subverted, all industry ctase, anid the hi-rtile fields
of the Siouth will grow u iiito a wilderness. Of a:ll
dantgers whlich our nation t hts yet encounltered, nonre

are equal to those which t!llust result from the success
of tthe effort now making to Africanise hall of our
coutntry.

Tle COST OF CONiESSiONA~L RIECsONSTRCTION.
I would not put considerations of money in conmpe-

tition with justice and right, but the expenses incident
to "reconstruction" under the system adopted by Con-

Iross aggravate what I regard as the intrinsic wrong
of the measure itself. It has cost uncounted millions
already, and, if persisted in, will add largely to the
weight of taxation, already too oppressive to be borne
without just complaiit, and may finally reduce the
Treasury of the nation to a condition of bankruptcy.
We must not delude ourselves. It will require a strong
standing army and probably more than two hundred
millions of dollars per annum to maintain the suprema-

I cy of the negro governments after they are established.
The sums thus thrown away would, if properly used,
form a silking fund large enough to pay the whole na-
tional debt in less than tifteen years. It is vain to hope
thet negroes will maintain their ascendency themselves.
Without military power they are wholly incapable of
holding in subjcetion the white people of the South. I

submit to the judgmento of Congress whether public
credit rmay not be injuriously alteeted by a system of

measures like this. With our debt and vast private in-
terests which are complicated witl it, we cannot be too
cautious of a policy which miight by possibility impair
the confidence of tihe world in our Government. That
confidence can only be ret:ained by carefully ineulca-
ting thie principles of jistie and lonor on the populatr
mind and by the most scrulpulous fidelity to all our en-
,gagemernts of every sort. Any serious breach of or-
Sanic law persistell in for a considerable time cannot
ibut create fears for the stability of our institutions,
Hlabitual violation of prescribed rules which we bind
ourselves to observe mnist demoralise the people. Our
only standard of civil duty being set at nauglt tile
shleet-anchor of our political morality is lost, public con-
fidence swinrs its iron moorinrgs ind yields to every

impulse of passion and interest. If we repudiate tile
I Constitution, we will not be expected to care much for
mere pecuniars obligations. The violation of such a

i plcdgc ais we ide on tile 2di of July, 1d61. will assnured-
I diminishi the market value of our other promises.

ljeside, if we now acknowledge that the national debt

Swas created not to hold States in the Unmon as tax-pay- I

ers were led to suppose, but to expel thenm from it, and
l hand them over to be governed by negroes. moral duty

to pay it nmay seemll much less clear. 1 say it iiav seem

so, for I do tiot admit that this or any otiher argument
in favor of repudiation can be entertained as sound, but
its influence oi sonme classes of minds may well be rip
pretiended. T.e tinancial honor of a great commercial
Iation, largely indebted, and with a republican form of

government, administered by the agents of popular
choice, is a thiung of such delicate texture, and destruc

tion of it would ibe followed by such unspeakable calami-

ty, that every true patriot must desire to avoid whater-

er miight extiose it to the slightest danger. The great
interests of the country require immediate relief from

Sthese enactments. Business in the South is paralysed

by It sense of general insecurity, by terror of contisea-

tion, andread drd of egro siuprenac. . Siouthcrn trade,
from which th e North would have derived so great a
profit under a government of law, still languishes and

can never be revived until it ceases to be fettered byh
arbitrary power which lmkes its operations unsafe.
That rich countrry the richest in natural resources the

world ever sale, is worse than lost, if it be not soon
placed under the protection of a free Constitution. In-

stead of being, as it ought to be, a source of wealth and

ipower, it wilbecome an intolerable burden upon the
rest of the nation.

THE LATE ELECTIONS.

Another reason for retracing our steps will doubtless

be seen by Congress in the late manifestations of pub-
lic opinion upon this subject. We live in a country I
where popular will alwavs enforces obedience to itself,
sooner or later. It is -ain in thinking of opposing it
with anythi ng short of legal authority ,hacked by over-
whelming for-e. It cannot have escaped your atten-

tion that, front the day on which Congress fairly and
formally presfimted the proposition to govern the South-
ern States by mailitarv force with a viewto the ultimate
cstablishment of negro supremacy, every expression of

general sentinrient has been more or less adverse to it.
The affectionsof this generation cannot be detached
fromn the institutions of their ancestors. Their deter-
mination to pleservg the inheritance of a free ggyern-
n aent in theit' own hands, and transmit it qilnyived
and i uimpain;d to their pyn posterity, is too strong to
be suo•essfully opposed. Every weaker passion will

disappear befilre the love of liberty 'and law for which

the American reople aro distinguished above all others

in the world. n
l are RESIDnex VSt CONGRESS.

Hoyt' far the duty of the Presidept to preserve, pro-

tei; •L a.,: ane Giousaitution requires him to goon
in opposing an unconstitutional act of Congress, is a
very serious and important question, on which I have
deliberated much and felt extremely anxious to reach
a proper conclusion. Where an act has been passed
according to the forms of the the Constitution by the
supreme legislative authority, and is regularly enrolled
among the public statutes of the country. Executive re-
sistence;to it,espcially in times of high party excitement
would be likely to produce a violent collision between
tha respective adherents of the two branches of Gov-
ernment. This would be simply civil war, and civil
war must be resorted to only as a last remedy for the
worst of evils. Whatever might tend to provoke it
should be most carefully avoided. A faithful and con-
scientious magistrate will concede very much to honest
error and something even to perverse malice before he
will endanger public peace, and lie will not adopt forci-
ble measrcs, or such as might lead to force, as long as
those which are peaceable remain open to him, or to
his constituents. It is true that cases may occur in
which the Executive would be compelled to stand on
rights and maintain them, regardless of consequences.
If Congress should pass an act which is not in palpable
conflict with the Constitution, but will certaiunly, if car-
ried out, ptroduce imnmediate and irreparable injury to
the organic structure of the Government, and if there
be neither judicial remedy for the wrongs it inflicts, nor
power in the people to protect tlemselves, without offi-
cial aid of their elected defender; if, for instance, the
Legislative D)epartment should pass an act, even
through all forms of law, to abolish a co-ordinate de-
partment of the Government, in such a case the Presi-
dent must the take high responsibilities of his oflice and
save the life of the nation at all htazlrds. The so-called
Reconstruction Acts, though as plainly unconstitution-
atl as can be imagined, were not believed to be within
the class last mentioned. Peoplle are not wholly dis-
armed of the power of self-defence. In all the North-
ern States they still hold in their hands the sacred
right of the ballot. and it was safe to believe that in
due time tlier would come to the rescue of their own in-
stitions. It gives ime leteasurte v add that the appeal
to our coimmoni constitucnts was not taken in vain, and
that my confidence in their wisdom and virtue seems
not to have been mnisplaced.

FIRIAUDS ON TIe TItnaASrUr.
It is well atld publicly known thitat enormous frauds

have been perpetrated oi the Treasury, and that colos-
sal fortunes have been made at the public expense.
This species of corruption has increased, is inoreasing,
and if not dimiished will soon bring us to total ruin
and disgiraie. Public creditors and tax-pyvers are
alike interested it an lihonest adminisiration of finances.
and neither class will long endure the larvae-handed
robceries of the recent past. For this creditable state
of thigs the ire are several causes. Some of the taxce
are so laid as to prevent an irresistable temptation to
evade Ipaymetnt. The g cat silm which olfices Inay
win byI conniv:tnce at fraud create a pressure which•
is mole than the virtue of imanly can with stand, and
there cau be ino doubt thatt the iopen disregard of the
i constitutional obligations avowed by some of the high-
est and most influential men in the country has greatly
weakened the moral sense of those who serve in stlbor-
dinate places
PPESIDi.NT'S POWER TO APPOINT OR REMOVE SUBORDIN- o

ATES.
The expenses of the United States, including the in-

tercest. on the pnblic debt, are more than six timles as
lnuch as they were seven years ago. To collect and

dibualrse this vast amolllnt requires carefuil supervi-ioi
as well as sytemnlatic vigilance. Our systemll never per-
tected, was mucll disor'anised by "l 'elnure of O)l(iie
Bill," which Ihas almost destroyed o-licial accountabili-
ty. The President may he thoronghly convinced that
an oflicer is il al able. dishonest, or unfaithful to the
Constitution, but under the law wlich I have namled,
the utmost he can do i• tio compllin to the ,entate and
ask the privlcdgei of suppllying his p1lace with a better
man. I tlle Selnte he regal'rded as personally or poli-
tically hostile to the P'resident, it is natural and not al-
together unreasonablle for that oflicer to expect that it
will take his part as filr as possible, restore him to his
place, anlldl give him it Itrium)ph over his executive su-
perior. An olticer has other chances of impinlity aris-
ing fr'o accidental defectl of evidtece. mlode of i1ves-
tigating it, nnd secresy of hearing. It is not wonderful
that oflicial ,,mallfeasance slloult become bold in propor-
tion as delinquents Icarn thinlk themselves safe. I
amr entirely persuladled that under such rule tile I'Pres-
ident cannot perform tile great duty assigned to him| of
seeing thle haws faithfullf executed, andl it disables him
most especially fro'm enforcing that rigcd accountabili
tr which is necessalry to the due execution of the Iev-
tine Laws. The (Constitution invests the President
with authority to ldecide whether removal shoull be
made in any riven case. TIhe act o[ C('ll.onress decures,
in substanllce, that he ,hall only aleense sucl h as lie LIsup-
poses to be unworthy of tlheir trust. The Colnstit 1 ion

1ma1es hi: sole ju',d'le in the prmillses, but thie statute
takes away his jurisdiction, tlransfetrs it to the . llLate,land leaves himi llnothilln but the odious and sometimllles

impracticably duty of becoming ai prosecutor. Prose-
cntion is to be cotlducted before a triblunal wholl e mlenl-
hers iare not, like hin, resilonsible to the whole people,
bti to separate conlstituent bodies, and who 1may0 hear
ilis 1ccnusation with g1reat disfavor. Tile Seate is
absolitely without ;any known standard of deci-ion ap-
plicable to such a case. Its juidgnent cannot be anti-
cipated, for it is not govellnedl by alny r ile. The law
does not define what shlll be deemd lol0od cause for re-
moval. It is llpossible ie'vel to conjtecture what mliy
or m11 11 not be so collnsiderd 1b the •Cien!te. The nit-

ture of the subject forbids clear nproof. if the charge
be inlclla city, what evilence ' will( pport it" Filelity
to tile Constitltionl Iml:l V be unllde1.rstool d or llis5llnder-
stood in a thonsaUd diierent was, and by violent par-
tv min in violent parlty times, untailthfuless to tile
(Constitution nlmay even conime to be considered mnerio-
riolus. Ifanl oflicer be alccnsed ofdishonesty,low it can be
mIade out? Will it he inferred fllrom acts uiconnllected
with public duty, fromll private history, or frllom general
repu1tatin ; or Tr1l ust the Presid ent wait tile 'on nis-
sion of an actual misdemeanor in office? Shal he, in
the mleantilme, risk the characte'r and le interIest of the i
nation in the hands of men to whom he cannot give his
confidence?' ?Just lie forbelr his complaint 1ntil the i
mischief is done and cannot be preventelld It his zeal
in the Ipublic service should in lp l hint to auticipat:r e an

overt act, must lie moioe at the p1eril of being tried hi0l-
self for the offence of slandering.Ii his subordina1te ? IIn

t 1ie present circulistances of tile contr11111 soe one
nust be held responsible for official delinquences of
every kind. It is extremelyh dil!ieult to say whlere that
responsibility1 Iphoult be thilrown if it be not llft where
it has been! pl.tced by the Constitution. But all just
men will adint tlhat tile l'residlent onght to be entiIely
relieved frtom stuch rt'esponsibility, if' lie cannot lleet it
by relasOl of restrictions placed bIy hw upon his actions.
irlestliictld power of remioval frons oltice is a very

great ilne to be trusted even to a Magistrate chosen b'y
the general suffrage of the whole people, and accounita-
Ile directly to thllem for his Iets. It is undoubtddl y
liable to use, ald at somtie periods of our history per-
haps has 1been tabused. If it ble thlought desirable and

constitutional tlhat it should be so limited as to nmake

tihe 1President merel'ly aI colulllon Iiforilmer against other

public agents, lie should at least be permitted to act in
that capacity before some open tribunal, indlleendent

of party politics, ready to investigiate tlhe merits of eve-
rv case, fu1rnilhed w\\itll the Lmeanis of taki, g evidence
anid bo1un' d to decide nccording to established rules.

This wouldt guara11ll ee the safety of the accuser when he
acts in •hocd faith and at the samel tlne secure the rigts
of other lthe party. Ispeall,ofcollrse, with all properl res-

pI'et flo thle 11.e Ient Senate; but it does not seem to
:te that any legislative body canll be so constituted us to
insure it fitness for these functions. It is not the lheo-

rv of this Go1velrnment thliat the public offices are the

pIroperty of those who ihol them. They a1re given miere-
Iv as a tront for the public benefit, sometimes foi n lixed

1 0eriod, sonmetells durlng ' oaod behavior; but geneirall
they are liable to be terminnated at thie pleasure of tihe

I aptointing power which presents the collective nfjesty
and speaks the will ol thie people. The forced reten-
tion in office of a single dishonlest person may work

great injury to the public interest. Dangero thei public
service comes ot trlll tile power to relloe, but from

the power to appoint; therefore it was that thile framers
of the Constiitution left the power of removal nnresrict-

iedl, while they gave the Senate the right to riject all

appointmenlts which, in its opinion, were not lit to be
mlade. A little ,eflection on this subject will probably
satisfy all who have the good of the country at hea:rt
that our best course is to take tile ('onstitution for our
guide, and walk in the path marked out by tile founders
iof the Republie, and obey thle rules made sacred by the
observance of our gtreat pIredecessors.

FINANCIAL iAT'rI'nIS.

"'The present condition our finances and circulating
mnedium is one which vour early consideration is invi-
ted. The proportion which the currency should bear
to the whole value of the annual produce circulated
by its means, is a question upon which political econo-

miists have not agreed; nIor can it be controlled by

legislation, but must be left to those irrevocable laws
which eveewhere regulate colmmerce and trade. The
circulating nmedium wtill ever irresistibly flow to those

points where it is in the greatest demanid. The law of
demand and supply is as unerring as that which regu-
lates the tides of ocean; and, indeed, the currency,
like the tides, has its ebbs atd flows tliroughont the
commnercial world. At the beginninning of the rebellion
the bank note circulation of the country amounted to
not mucth more than .%tioi ilu,0!00. Now the circulation

of the National Bank notes, and those known as legal-
tenders, is nearly $7 00,000, ls. While it is urged by

some that this amount should be increased, others con-
tend that a decided reduction is absolutely essential to
to the best interests of the country. In view of these
diverse opinions, it may be well to ascertain the real
value of our paper issues, when compared with a me-
talic or convertible currency. For this purpose let us

inquire how muchl gold and silver could be purchased

by the '7K(0,000,0 o of paper money now in circulation.

Probably not more than half the amount of the latter,
showine that when our paper currency is compared
with gold and silver, its commercial value is compressed
into $;i,O,000,iO)00. This striking fact makes it the ob-

vious duty of the Governolent. as early as may be con-

sistent with the principles of sound political economy,
to take such measures as will enable the holders of its

notes and those of the National Banks to convert them

without loss into specie or its equivalent. A reduction
ofour paper circulating medium need not necessarily

follow This, however, would depend upon the law of

idemand and supplv; though it should be borne iul

mind that by making legal-tender and bank notes con-

vertible into coin or its equivalent their present specie
value in the hands of their holders would be enhanced

one hundred per cent. Legislation for the accomplish-
ment of a result so desirable is demanded by the high-

est public considerations. The Constitution contem-

plates that the circulating medium of the country shall I
be unio:brm in quality and value. At the timeof the
formation of that iqstrument the Country had just
emerged from the war of the recolutiop, and was suf-

fering from the effects of a redundant qnd worthless
paper currency. The sages of that period were aex-

ionus to protect their posterity from the evils which they

themselves had experience- Hence in providing a
circulating medium, they conferred upon Congress the

power to coi moneyv and regulate the value thereof, at
the same time prohibiting the States from makingi

anything bu t'gold and silver tender in payment of debt.
The anomalous condition of our currency is in striking
contrast with that which was originally designed. Our
circulation now embraces,first, the notes of the National
Banks, which are made receivable for all does to the
Government. excluding imports, and by all its credi-
tors, excepting in payment of interest upon its bonds
and securities themselves; second, legal-tender notes,
issued by the United States, and which the law requires
shall be received as well in payment of all debts be-
tween citizens, as of all Government dues, excepting
imports; and third, gold and silver coin. By the
operation of our present system of finance, however,
the metalic currency when collected is reserved onul
for one class of Government creditors, who. holding its
bonds. semoi-annually receive their interest in coin tiomn
the Nationrl Treasury. They are thus made to occupy
an indiviinus position, which may be used to strengthen
the arguments of those who would bring to disrepute
the obligations of the nation. In payment of all its
debts the plighted faith of the Government should be
inviolably mainstained; but while it acts with fidelity
toward the bondholder who loaned his money, that the
integrity of the Union might be preserved, it should at
the same time observe good faith with the great masses
of the people, who, having rescued the Union from
perils of rebellion, no:v bear the bordens of taxation
that the Government may be able to fulfil its engage-
ments. There is no reason which will be accepted as
satisfactory by the people, why those who defend us on
land and proctectus on the sea, the pensioners upon the
gratitude of the nation, bearing scars and wounds re-
ceived while in service; the public servants in various
departments of the Government; the farmers who sup-
plied the soldiers of the army and sailors of the navy;
the artisans who toil in the nation's workshops, or the
mechanics and laborers who build its ediiices and con-
struct its forts and vessels of war, should, in payment
of their just and hard-earned dues, receive depreciated
paper, while another class of their conutrvmien, no
imore deserving, are paid in coin of gold aind silver.
Equal and exact justice requires that the creditors of
the Government should be paid in a currency possess-
isg a uniform value. This can only be accomplished
by the restoration of the currency to the standard estab-
lished the by Constitution ; and by this means wire would
remove a dlscrimation which may, if it has not alreadv
done so, create ait preijudice that imay become deep-root-
ed and wide-spread and imperil the National credit.
The feasibility of making o,'r cursrency correspond wiith
the constitutional standard, may be seen by reference
to a few facts derived from our conunercial statistics.
The production of precious metals in the United States
from 1S45 to 1i47, inclusive, amounted to e-57,- ,o0 I
fot otsegs to 1ist, inclusive, to t137,1 t0,000; and from
1i61, to 1Si;7, inclusive, to s$47,,500,000; making a
grand aggregate of oroducts since 104l of 5,7,174.,0 .,-
o00. Thle allount of specie coined firomt 151 to l57,
inclusive,w s t 4:•!l, , 0O; from 1•s.l to 1c65, inclusive,
8120, 1 il0,0i0l , and fromt 1 ,;1 to 181;7, inclusi- e, e 310,
125,0,0, making total coinage since 1i1;, ', 74 is,,, o
From 184-i to 1857, inclusive, the net exports of specie
amounuted to 271,uiti,01o; from l.aSs to S;iC, inclusive,
to 14s,0s0,iS l)0; and from ISil to 1,457, inclusiveto
$:"i2,iot ii00; takling an aggregate of net exports since
19s, of 741t lOli,0) . Tlhoe figures show anl excess of
product over net exports of ,4-:,3, t00,t Ol. There are
aire in the Treasury $11 ,oit0,o0 in coin, something
lore than i ,ts o( , it(ill0o ill irculaltion oni the Pacitic coast
and ai few millions in National and in oither banks-in
all about $1G;,-ofolie. Th s, however, taking into au -
count thle specie in the country plier to I -I:, leaves
more than its0• 0 1lllllll) whicih hI e 110t ieessn accountedf or
by expos tilion, and therefore may yet remain in the
country- Th,-se are important faicts, and show how
completely an iuferior currency will supeiceite belttler,
fiorcing it from circulation atilong the masses, and caus-
ing it to be exported as a meie .artilceof tradile to add
to the money capital of foreign landis. They show the
necessity ofiretiring our palper money, that the return
of goldl -d silver to the avenues of trade may be invi-
ted, and a detmand created, which will cause the retcn-
tion at htiom of at least so tiuch of the productions of'
our rich and inexhaustible gold-bouring fields as ima
be suliicient for the purposes of cireulation. It is un-
reasonable to expect at return to a sound currency so
long as the Government, by continuing to issue irre-
deemable notes, tills the cihannels of circulation with i
depreciated paper. Notwitlstlanding the coinage by
outr mints nsince t I-i of O57-i,t,ltl00, tice people are ino
stranlgers to the currency which was designed for their
use and-t benefit, and splecitmens of the precious metals
bearing the national device are sehldom seen except
when produced to gratify the interest excited by their
novelty. If idepreciated paper is to be continued as the
pe'rtansent culrrency of the countryi, and all our coin is
to becole at mere srlicle of tratfic and speculation, to
the ettnhancemient in price of all that is indislensible to
thile colnfort of the people, t would be wise economy to
abolish our mints, thus saving the I aticn the care and
expense incident to such establ.,hmneuts, atnd let our

precious metals be exported in Ihulon. The time has
coiie, lhowiever, when the Gocern:lent and thie Nation-
al Blanks should be required to take most efficient steps,
and tmake all necessary trrallgemlents, for a resunlption
of specie paymenllits at the earliest practicable period.
Specie paytments having been once resumed by the
G(overnlrent and the banks. all notes or bills of paper
istu-d by Cither of a less denomination than t$5o, should
by law be excluded fromn circulation, so that the peo-
ple may have the benefit and convenieince ofa gold and
silver currency, whlich in all their business transactions
will be uniform valuei at hoine and abroad. Every man
of proper ty or industry, every mani who desires to pre-
serve whati he honcstl" possesses, or to obtain what he
can honuestly earn, ilas direct interest in im inttainina ia
safe circulatingi medium, such ia ltedium as shall be rbeal
and substantial, nol liable to vibrate with opinions, not
subject to be blown up or blown down by breath of i
speculation, but to be made stable and secure. A disor-
dered currency is one of lthe greatest of political evils.
It undermines the virtues necessiary for the support of
the social systeml, anlld encourages propensitie- destrue-
irve of its liaptliness. It •iars at ait t industry, frugal-
ity and economys , and it fosterslthe evil spirits of ex-
travagance and speculation. It has been asserted b-'
one of our imost profounnd edand iost gifted s; taitesmcn
that of all contrivances for cheating the laboringo c!a-ses
of nlankind, none has been more efllfectual thin that
which deludes them with paper money. This is tlhe
most eflectual of inventions to feitilise the rich man's
tiHel by the sweat of the poor nan's irow. Ordiinary ty-
ranlny, oppres.ion and excessive taxation, these bear

hgihtly on the happiness of the mass of the community,
comulpared with a fraudulent currency and thle robberies
committed by depreciated paper. Our own history has
recorded for onr iniiiruction enough and imore than
enough of tile demoralising tendency, injustice and in-
tolerable oppression on th e virtuous and well disposed
of a degraded paper currency, authorised by law, or in
iany wayv countenalced by the Governmennt. It is one
fi the uost successfuil devices in times of ieace or wAtr,
of expainsions or revulsionu, to accomnplish thie transfner
of ill precious netials from the ,treat mass of the peo-
ple into the thands of tlhe few, where they are hoarded
i secret rplaces or deposited iu strong boxes under
bolts and bairs, witile the Ipepile are left to endutre all
the inconvenience and sacrifice and demoralisation re-
sulting fromi the use of idepreciated and worthless
paper mioney.. -.

The condition of our linances and the operations of
our revenue systern lare set forthi and fully explained
in thileable and instructive report of the Secretary of
tihe Treasury. On tie ,'th of June, lsm, the public
debt amoun1ted to $2,7I3,125,w; ou the :Oth of Julne
last it w

a
s $,,1 o21i, showi•in a reduction during

the fiscal year tof 91,2"•;,0 1. During the fiscal year
ending June 3i!th, 1 ;7, tli receipts were IIc I;:; .li,
and expendl ilurcs $::;,;"9 ,171,, leaving an available

surpluls of I-•l,tOIl,su. II is st euimated that thle re-
cceipts 

for the fiscl year ending June e3, I•1S, will be
$417 ,16i1,',, and that the expenditures will reach the
suml of .- ,ci2i, leaving ill tile Treasury a surplus
ol'f 52l.t,70ls. For the the liscal year ending Julne tbth,
1';9. it is estimated that the receipts will amount to
$v-,1ol0,,, and that the expenditures will be :;b 7,-

I,,, ,I(Ol, showing an excess of $t0,0ci,,l0O in feavor of the
G(overnmielt.

THE REVENUE SERVICl.
The attention of Congress is earnestly invited to the

necesityl of a thorough revision of our revenue systcm.
Our internal revenue laws and impost system sh11on
be so adjusted 1as to beall most heavily ol articles of
luxury, lealrinl the necessaries of life as free front tax-
ation as nitny be consistent with the real wants of G(ov-
crllnlent, economically administered. Taxation wouldl
not then fall unduly on tile man of moderalte means,
and while would be entirely exelmpt froll assess-

ment, all in proportion to their pecuniary abilities
would contribute toward the suplport of the State. A
modification of our internal revenue system by a large
reduction in the lnumlber of articles now subject to tax,
would be foillowed by results equally al dantagcous to
the citizens and the Goverlnment. It would render the
execution of the law less expensive and more certain,
remove obstructions to industry, lessen temptation to
evade tile law, diminish violations and frauds perpetra-
ted ulon its proisions, make its operations less ilquis-
itorial, and greatly reldce in numbers the army of tax
'atherers created by the system, who take from thile
Ilmouth of honest labor the bread it has earned. Re-
trenchment, reform, and econlomy should be carried

into every branch of tile public service, that the expen-
ditures of tile Government may be reduced and the

Ipeople relieved from oppressive taxation. A sound
currency should be restored, and the public faith in re-
gard d to the national debt sacredly observed. The ic-
complishme t of these important results, together witil
the restoration of the Un:ted States upon the princi-
pies of the Constitution, would inspire coufidence at
home and abroad in the stability of our institutions,
and bring to the nation prosperty, peace and good will.

TnE tAl I DEPAIRTMENT.
The report of the Secretary of War ad interim ex-

hibits the operations of the army and the seve atl Bu-
reaus of the War Department. The aggregate strength
of tile military force on the N0th September last was
56,815. The total estimate for military appropriations
is ~77,1i4,707, including deficiencies in last year's an-
propriation to the anmount of $13,i00,000I. Payments
at the Treasury on account of the service of thie War
Dlepartment from January 1 to October 29, 1867, a pe-
riod of tell months, amounted to $10O,8s7,o0. 'lhe
expenses of the military establishment, as well as tile
numlbers of the army, are no. w three times as great as
tiher have ever beel in time of peace, while discretion-
ary power is rested in the Executive to -add millions
to thisexpenditure by an increase of the army to the
maximum strength allowed by law.

THE INlIAS DIFFICULTIES.
Thecomprehensive. report of the Secretary of the

Interior furnishes interesting information in reference
j to important branches of public service connected with
his Department. The meuacing attitude of some war-
like bands of Indians inhabiting the district Qf country
between the Arkansas and Platte rivers, and portions
of Dacotah Territory, required the presence of a large
military force in that region. Instigated by real orim-
aginary grievances, the i~ndians paoosionally oommitted
acts of barbarous violence upon emigrants and Pr

Sfrontier settlements. lut a general Inuian war has
been providentially averted. The Commissioners, un-
der the act of the 20th of July. 1567, were invested
with full powerto adjust existing difficulties, negotiate

treaties with disaffected bands, and select for them

reservations remote from traveled routes between the
Mississippi river and the Pacific. They entered witlout
delay upon the execution of their trust, but have not
Vet made any official report of their proceedings. It
ts of vital importance that our distant Territories
should be exempt from Indian outbreaks, and that the
construction of the Pacific Railroad, an object of na-
tional importance, should not be interrupted by hostile
tribes. These objects, as well as the material interests
and the moral and intellectual improvement of the In-
dians, can be most effectually securred by concentrating
them upon portions of the country set apart for their
exclusive use and located at points remote from the
highways and encroaching white settlements.

PACIFIC OAILROADS.
Since the commneucemint of tlse second session of

the Thirty-ninth Congress, 510 miles of road have been
constructed on the main line and the branches -of the
Pacific Riailway line from Omaha, and is rapidly ap-
proaching the eastern base of the Rocky Mountains,
while the terminus of the last section of the construe-
ted road in California, which was accepted by Govern
mo nt on the 24th of October last, was but eleven miles

I distant from the summit of the Sierra Nevada. The
remarkable energy evinced by the companies offers the
strongest assuraince that the completion of the road
from Sacramento to Omaha will not long be deferred.

SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS.
Dunri• the last fiscal year 7.041,114 acres of public

lands were disposed of, and cash receipts from sales
and fees exceeded one-half million dollars more than
the sum realised from these sources during the prece-
ding year.

PAYMENT OF PENSIONS.

The amount of money paid to pensioners, including
the expenses of disbursements, was t$1 ,it1'.ll.',, and
S;,4S names were added to the rolls. The entire num-
her of pensioners on the o.th of June last week 155,-

TCC `I'13 I W 11A TFVTTISSUES OF PATENTS.

Eleven thousand six hundred and lifty-five patents
and designs were issued during the Year ending Sept.
30, 18d7, and at that date the balance in the Treasury
to the credit of the P'atent fund was ?z2,;,,;07.

NAVAL AFFIIS.

The report of the Secretary ot the Navy states that
we have seven squadrons actively and judiciousl}- en-
ployed under efficient and able commanders in protect-
ing the persons and property of American citizens,
maiiitainingthe dignity and power of our Governnent,
and promoting commerce and the business interests of
our countrymen in every part of the world. Oft' as
vessels com'nosing the present navy ofthe UnitedStates,
tifty-six cal rying five hundrd ndr d ti seven gous are in
squadron service. tDuring the Year the number of
vessels in commission has been reduced !t, and thereare 13 less on squadron duty than there were at the
dale of last report. A large number of vessels were
commnnenced and in course of construction when the
war terminated, and allhough Congress has made the
necessary napropriations for tilre their completion,
the Departlment has either suspended work upon theim,
or limited, to slow completion, the steanl vessels, so as
to meet contracts for machinery tiide with private es-
tablishnrnts. The tottl aexipendiures of the Nary )ie-
parllnett for ilhe fiscal year ending June it , 15t7, were
fioI.n.54,ol1. No approptriations Ihave been imade or re-
quired since the close of the war for the construction
andt repair of vessels, for steami machinery, ordinance,
provisions and clothing, fuel, hemp, &c., the hbalances
iunder these several heads hlaving been miore than suffi-
cient for current expenditures. It should also be sta
ted to the crerlit of the D)epartmient that, besides askintl
no appropriations for th aboe h objects tfor the last two
years, the Secretary of the Navv, on the l0th of Sep-
ienmber last, in accordance with the act of May 1, 1!0,
requested the Secretary of the 'Treasury to carry to
the unrplus fund the surn of 8;0,000,0 loo, being the
amount received froml sales of vessels and other wtar
property and remnants of former appropriations.

P-OSTA L AFFAIRS.

The Report of tihe 'ost instel General shows the
business of the Postoflice Depalrtmlent and the condi-
tion of thie postal service in a very favorable light and
tihe attention or ('ongress i ciallel to its practical re-
comml udaiions. The receipts of the Departmnet for
tle year ending June :., I•t , includine all special ap-
propriations fill sea and land service and for free mail
miatter, were $1',213.5:' , leaving an unexpended bal-
ance; in favor of the Department of 743,2119, wlch can
be applied toward the expenses of thie Department for
the current year. The iincreased postal revenue, inde-
pendent of specific appropriations for the year 1s5;7
over that of 1I86:; was vi l, -s. The increased reve-
nue from the sale of stamps and statrped envelopes
was 7-3,40!. T'he increase of expenditures of 18C;7
over those of tile previoulasyear was owing chiefly to
tie extensive land and ocean mail service. lDuring the
past year new postal conventions have been ratified
and exchanged with the United Ki:tgdonm of Great
Britain and Ireland, Belglimn,Netherlands, Switzerland,
North German Union. Italy, and Colonial Government
at Ilong Kong, redlucing very largely the rates of
oceai and land lostages to and frolm and within those
coiiu tries.

i'ie Al Ieri TURALBIIA. 7ittiAU.
The report of the Acting ('omlissioler of Agricul-

ture concisely Ipresents the condition, wants and pro-
gress of an interest emlinentlt worthy of the fosteringt
care of ('ongress, and exhibits in it large measure tile
useful results achieved during tbe year to which it refers.

FOlIleIx AFFAIRS.

The re-establishment of peacc at home, and thie re-
sumption of extended trade, travel and commlerce
abroad, have served to inerease the numblier and variety
of queslions in the Departnment for Forelien Affairs
None of these questions weve, hwer, have seriosly dis-
turbed our relations with other States. The Republic
of Mexico, having been relieved from foreign intervern-
tion, is earesty enriestl engaged in efforts to re-establish her
constitutional systeln i o government. A good under-
standing econtinues to exist between ourt Government
and the IRepublics of liayti and St. IDoninigo, and our
cordial relation with the Central and South Amenrican
M-tates remain unchangell d. The tellder nade, in con-

formity with a iesolution of Congress, of tle grood ofdi-
ces of tle (Governmlient, witll a view ton n amlieble ad-
justinent of peace betweIen Brazil and her allies on the
ondesili and Par'aguay on the other, and between Chili
and her allies on one sside and Spain on thle other,
thoughl kindly received, hIs in neither case been fully
acceptled by the belligerents. The war in the Valley of
the P'anama is still vig-ronu-ly maintained. 0-. the
other hand, alctal hostihties between thie I'Pacific
States and Sptain have been more tllhan a year suspend-
ed. I shall on any proper occasion that may occur
renew the conciliatory recommlnlendations whlich have
been alreadv made. razil, with enlighllltened sagacity
and compreiensivesiatesnialnslhip, hias opened the great
channels of the Amazon and its tributaries to univ-ersal
commerce. One thin nlmore seems needful to ngsure
a rapidl and clheering protress in Soutlh America I
refer to those peaceful habits without whlich States and
nations cannot in this age well expect material pros-
snritr or social tadranc5ment.

ITUHE PR-\S1 EXPOSITION.
The Exp1osition Universal of lndustrv at P'aris hias

passed, and seems to have fully realised the high ex-
pectatlions which were formed regarding it by the
French (Government. If due allowance be made for
the recent political derangiement of indunstry here, the
part which the United States has borne in this exhibi-
lion of invetion and iat may be regarded with very

high satisfaction. t
STAN. DARD l :0CN.

i)iring the Exposition a conference was heil by dele-
gates from several naltios. the United States being
one, in which the inconveniences of commeitierce itand,
commercial intercourse ire'nulting from divers staitndardt
monev value were fully discussed, and plans were de-

velopetd for establishing by universal consent of com-

Ion principlehefor the coinage of gold. Theose confer-
ences are expected to be renewed, with the attendance
of many foreign States nit hitherto representled. A re-
port of these interesting proceedings will be submitted
to Congrets, which will, no doubt, justly appreciate
this great olect, and be ready to adopt tany measure
which i ma tend to facilitate its ultilote accomplish-

I,
1

ti .L-TENDEI tS.
On the i- tlh day of Feb ruary, 1: ,;, Congress declared

by law that Treasuory notes without interest, as there

after issued, should he legal-tender for all debts, public

end private, within the United St:ties. An annual re-

mittance of ;:;n,- 0o less the stiprulated expenses, ac-

crues to claimants under the Convention male with

Spain in l-:t. These remittances since the passaige of
that act have been paid in such notes. Claitiantii insist

that the Governmenlt oilliht to reullire paymnent ill eoin.

The subject nmay be deetmedl worthy of ytour attention.
T0Iit AL \ntltAl CLAIMS.

No arrangement haass ve been reached for the set-

tlement of outr claims for Biritsh depredations upon the

commerce of the United Statles. I have felt it m: duty

to decline a propositon for abitration moad by tier
SMajesit's Government, because it has hitherto been

accompanied by rese'rvat ions aind limitations incompati-
ble with the rights, interest, and honor of our country.
It is not to be apprehended that Great ritiain will per-
aist in her reClusaIl to satisfy these just anid reasonable
claims, which involve the sacred principle of non inter-

vention-a principle henceforth not more important to
the United States than all other conmmercial nations.

THE WEST INDIES.

The West India islands were settled a:nd colonized

by European States sitmultaneously with the settlement
and colonisation of the Atmerican Continent. Mlost of
the colonies olanted here became independent nations
atthe close of the last and beginnintg of the present
century. Our own country e•braces communities
which at one period were colonies of Great Britain,
France, Spain, Holland, Swedon and Russia. The peo-
ple in the West Indies, with the exception of those of
the Island of Ilayti, have neither attained nor aspired
to independence, nor have they become prepared for
self-defence. Although possessing considerable com-
mercial value, theyhave been held by several European
States which colonized or at some time conquered

them, ehietlv for purposes of Inilitary and naral strat-
'es,, in carrpint out Europeano policy and designs in

regard to lhis continent. in our reroiutionary war, the
scorts and harbors in the West India Islands were used

by our enemy, to the great injury and ernbafrassment
of the United States. We had the same experience in
our second war with Great Britain. The same Euro-
pean policy for a long time excluded us even from I

trade i ith the West Indies, while we are at peace with
Sall nations. In our recent civil war the rebels, and
their piratical and blockade breaking allies found ftcil-
ities in the same ports for the work which they too
successfully accomplished, of injuring and devastating
Sthe commerce which we are now engaged in rebuilding.
We labored especially under the disadvantage that
I Euro ean steam vessels, employed by our enemies,
I found friendly shelter, protection and supplies in the
West Indian ports, while our own naval operations
were necessarily carried on from our own distant
shores. There was then a universal feeling of want of
an advanced naval outpost between the Atlantic coast
apd ]urope. The duty of obtaining such an outpost,
peacefully and lawfully, while neither doing nor mena-

Iing injury tootherStates, earnestly engaged the atten-
tion of the Executive l)epartment before the close of
the war, and it has not been lost sight of since that

time. A not entirely dissimilar naval
itself during the same period on the IPa,
required fiothold there was fortunately
late treaty with the Emperor of Rus:
seems imperative that the more obvi -
the Atlantic const should not be less ca
for. A good and convenient port and
of easy defence will supply that want.
ot such a station by the United States
any other American nation need longe
jury or oflfnce front any transatlantic "
witb our early statlesmeu that the West
gIravitate to, a- d may be expected lti;
sotbed by Continental States, incluid
aerce with thee. also, thatt it is wise t"
tion of such ab i.rption to this process '
cel gravitation. The islands of St.
.lohps, which constitute a part of the
Virgin Islands, senteed to offer all a,
diately desirable. while their acsi .
secured in harmony with the princil
have alluded. A treaty has therefore
with the King of Deninark for the c
island., and will be submitted to the
sideration.

TIe PttitftASi OF ALASK

It will hardly be necessary to call
Congress to the subject of providing ft
Russia of the sum stinulated in treaty
of Alaska. Possession havitg been ic
to our Commissioner. the territory
present in care of a military force, an•
organisation as shall be declared by CI

.NATrIUtALIEI CITIREiS.

The annexation of many simall TE.
'Prussia, tand the reorganisattio of tih

a new and liberal Constitution, havi
renew the etlort to obtain n jnst and pl
of the long vexed question concernit,
foreign States for military service frn
niatuialised in the United States.

In connection with this suiject thl e it
gress is respectfully called to a singuol
in, conflict oflaws. The Executive i)
Government has hitherto Iniftormly
holds, that naturalisation in conformi
stittitution and laws of the United Ste
recipient from his native allegiance.
(Great Britain hold that allegiance to t'
is indefeasible, and is not absolvted by
turalisation. British .Judges cite tie
iutthorilies of the United States in si,
orvy ag:tinst the position held by the IE
il of the United States. This conf:i
puiblic mind concerning the rights of
zens, and i tmpairs nation pal authority
attention to this subject in my last anl
now aganin respectlilly appe5il to Cot
the national willt unmistakably upon

question.
Tirl SL,.%V -TI.AltE.

The abuse of our lawIs by the clandi
of the African slave-trade from Amnt,.
American cetizetns, has altogetiher c.
existing circumstances o alpprehensi i
ill this part of the world are entertain
circmitstiIanes it Itbecomes it question
nI ot propose to Ilhr 31::jest'i s (iovert m
or discontllnu:nee of -timulations ft

naval ftrce for the sulpressioni of tlha

\.tstnl'rox, Dec. , l ; .

The Ohio River Fri
S .1 IN FEATI'LiESi OF TlE III

As the public mlanifest a great ant.

in the completion and success of this

necting link betwe en the States bord
a brief general de-cription of .ome ti

tures will be of gnerial interelt. Fot
given we are indebted to IMr. J. W.
liging and eflici.nt enilneer in charg-
The located line follows tl.e plrol

teenth street froll Portlanlld avenu
iwhicih ti;l it it comllences curving to

reach'ir the south baIk of tlhe Louis
Canal ; thence in a straight line pc

direction of the currient across the fo
to a pointutabout 1100 feet lbelow Sil
on the Indiana shore. The angle o0

ing with! the line of Fourteenth stre

the above point on tfile Indiana shor

tiol is made with the Jeffcrsonl rai
Aibaty brianch.
The connection between the Louii

raiload and the bridlge site has alre
a slbstanti-tl track throlugh Maple

streets. This track for the prese

construction lurposei, princilally
throughi the city from the ( 11. rijes

tion.
The contractors for the miasonr,

Flaunery & Co., whose large and e
j in works of this charaeter insures a

pletion of tilhis portion of the work.
Ihave at present Ia altrge force ellp
Utica and Bardstown Junction, lllt
work inr an energetic iilmanner.
. The supli'ertr lcttre will lbe Fink

pension tru!S, construll icld witii a i
ecarriage aIlt foot p.< 1g,', as w cll
It will be so arrianged fr ithe ei-

cars. In vertical arragrt'ei'e t it wi

or ullnde'r-grade, andil partly "thrliong

Tihe throiugh portion will cosist ill
ihuniidred 'aniid ixt feet each, arrat
hliglh spalns over the middle alndl

The lowest pr..et0ciIg pointi of the
less than )90 feet above low water,
of Congress regulating the same.
the bed of tlihe idll le clii.ni el is is

that of the Indiana channel, and ai

bIle case lllt I be 'Oi-ideriled, tile

tv '16 feet above lw water in the.Taking the greatle !.:t o ,nt ri
still 52 feet above high water. T'
is 103 feet above low water with ;
feet at this point, leavling 401, fe,
52, feet here, or a ballance of I I

bridge here. We dwell upon thi

particularly as olIcliions have be

oil ccount of Iavigation ll iterest

vationl there is, on the Kentucky -
per mile, and onil tihe Indiana si
per mlile. The deek portion ('on

fromi 90 to 2-- feet. The bridt,
with but otie swiinging span or di

Luisville and PI'ortland canal.

Tilhe total length of supcrrltrue

and of graded approAthclcs 2:tlml
length of the bridge frriO the pi

cenlt is com enlllceltd 7' 725i f,'ot.

cOillltectiou l between t J l '..rso
Louisville and Nashilh rlailro

will bIe about thrie and ai hall'
The above -up'rt til rellc ,ll' iil .

abutments, and when Comlplet

completely iron blidge in Atnc

tion of the Victoria bridge ait al
it in the length by I7li feet; the
of that britdge is, however, :-

spanl of this bridge is :hol , exe,'

conlstruclted oui this continentll, c

wire su-pen-inn bridges, whie!,
longing to a liftferent cla-s.

The Syrlacuse ,.i rinal tells a st

in that city. It says thati for,

m1en has been awailkelned by ;t

rooms, resiembling the Retltle ripl

at !IiPs scarcely ' udi ,e t,,,' i '

filling the roost with melody.
the sound wouhl cease, but c- ,
d.ik, to determline the blt ei',t• I,

tinually change positioi, aSuats
locate it. The illlter •.is qul( t
nlights, until, oln =uddenlty t'irn

sountl w.ts allnlil. ini one plrt
t was seen to Ibrtily 1 111 to his

finislied lii
- 
soing witilout fcl t'l:

Journal add- that the concert is
night, contin lihg al hour or
i vals.

i" How do yrolu do " miid a f;
ball, in the tIiuit.ey market, l h s
rate; never it us better," rept!i:,

dead ! s ihe slpoke.

Verily, the Ten noli•a t ldic

-idnally described by M r. Itr ,,.
i tlman from New Yuork, sayt il;

streakited and .-pckled as Jacoi
record.

A Philadelphia lpaper publil
hlundtred candidates for the Vic

I proplOse to contitnule the lic t at

The Radicals of Tennessee p
sion for BrowntilOw. The L,

"IIis father, the Devil, has of

protected againstcold," anid, t!
added, against the ghosts of re

A xWALK FROMi CIIICAGO TO

tShephlard, of Chicago, has bi
New Orleans in twenty days.

for a stake of :2d000. Siheplhali
by witnesses. Thie distancel

abiullt one thouaand miles, fifty

be averaged. In 1861 Sheph
16 honer o. tile (Garden City I
qlently he walked frotm St. I.

railroad track in tIwo days a11d

In England, duringi the pas
have boen senlitelnced to death,i
iand the balance for oltecr clin'

ago punishable ill that EoiolItr'
est annual nimlIber of senten o -

185ic, and tile smallest was 9 1
murder has been puniashe..y I
Sthe above reported deatho :nt

t ly small proportion have


