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the Senate
Felruary 7, 1838,

Mr. CLAY, of Kontncky, mse 1o preseat
a potition, and said ; 1 have recoived, A
A
Honse of Hepresentativ
Hrates, which
Bt is gigoed Ly e

tn ahe

ioare e rsonally
spress thei

1o b pressed upon the conside
5 1y wsiderate sed misgn
iduals in other parte
= that the
avery wi
wvenif Congress pesamas the very questi
solishing . without the eon-

of the

L Btabes,

bl

inhah-

el

|
|
|
H
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|

ey of the 1nited |
Lo present 1o the Seqp- |
il Liamilt
huma bis, el chiiet
Among them

i Fusal to admic any
Davithin i1s lienits e

oy bk Ly s s st s oany -

ived i Clon-
wnHEions upon

presa, and mile injurons
the minds of u Jarge p

i Lhis, Tihinke might Tiva heen nvoid-
ed by the eourse which I shoull have been
glad to have seen pursued,

And | desiva now, Mr, Prosident, to ad-
t some of those topics whicl T think
might have heen usefully embodied in o re-
port by a committee of the Senats, and
whieh, Tam pevnaded, would have cheeck-
ed -the ][:mgm-c-c. il it had net altogether
arrested the cffints, of the abolitionists, |
am seawibile, wir, that this work would have
been accomplished with much greater bili-
ry and with much bappier eflect, under the
augpiees of a committes, than it cin Ty me,
But, anxious as | alwnys am to eontribote
whalevaer is iu my pawer te the harmony,
aomconl, and Lisppiniess of this grour ]\unpﬂ\,
I feel mysell irresistably impe o do
“’I\:\tcvt]l i:S 1 llll\l' rHJ“’ ‘I]CLI!IJIN‘-[CH‘ Ha I 1
feel myself to be, to dissuade U Public |
from continuing to ugitate » suliject fraaght |

ortiit of the commn.

W

| with the most direful consequenee !
of the direet line of burinnan
sich a loznl, ouction, and plant

There are threa elasses of PUTEONS O
aed, or apparently opposud, to e contin-
uedl existenee ff shivery in the Uyited
States,  The first o those when, frum sen-
timents of phitanthropy and huntanity, are |
eonsetentionsly opposed 1o 1he existenee of
slavery, but who e wo les opposed, at tie
sime tine, to ony distolance of the peee

arl teuillity of the Union, oehe inf nge-
ment of the powers of the Biotes entipusing
the Confisd o In this class miny e

hended tat peaceiul il mxeipliry
ety ol ¢ I * e of whose oetuls.
i shorrence of warin all
tian af poace nml

leood-will atonrst menkind.  The gesr |

& ol npparent alnlitioaists—Qur |

) e wlin, s puritaded |
that the right of pe s Deen viola

by Congres: tewith the abwslition-
ts fur e sole purpose of asseetine and |
innlienting that i Al 1he thind elas
are Lhe real nlten i whu ure
solved to persevere
nliject at all ha:

oL

prursuit of their |
v, and itk

v 1o |

the consequenees, inwever endrinitous they
may i s of property
are nothi v oal the powers |
of e Generel Governement < nenbing; the !

1l dieemee

powers of

ek el (T
W dissiln.

ther Hare vil v
tione of g i, nned the ¢
viment inswhicl are conconry
fimdest hopues off the civilized wart
e, A hus paken possesst 1|
o thein niods, and onwisd ey parsue i,
averlaoking il barriers, reckles aml pe
gardless of all consenquences, With this
vlass, the mamedinte alalilion of slovery i
the Diserict of Colimbin, aod i the Torr
tory of Florida, the prolibition ef the remo.
Paf slaves frome Brace o and the ve-
[T
i

20y

el

v ,
iturinm ¢ i
any rennd eoudocing |
tel the ultin
whicls I

i
shevery, ave bt soor
Lo e
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ot lislin
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and Wlandy roid moth
ey wonihE finally
puerprose is abolition,  um
peacealdy i Sy can, Fae
Their alijee
thinnest veil

wi ez ¢
it js 1

Iy destitune af constinmionn! o ol
diately and eorky affoeted Ny thed el priwe vl i 1nladly o wl o |
than I £ qaestion solely |Il'-|'|]:|||;.'--:, a alicn e the v i i
tween the peaple of the Tarict and their | g suliject oy whiclialy wilil e

1o ke the
they ile
selv
Broilders —ru;
e are ¢

tekain o deep conva
wtion of the yo

il

hiless smake (h

¥ ewnstitutioeal Legislamre, porely -
pal. and vue in which ro exterion infi-
s ar inlerest can justly intecfere; thar,
at any fature period e people of this the world Gaeir
ict shuuld desice the abolition of slaves | with, and wi
vy owithin &, they will (e
wishes koown, when it will e'time cnm

Justly e |

inllnemeconthe prace and tranguillity of the
community, and upon the well-heiug and
happiness st 1hose who are held in subijuc-

tiang they finally prote

as well a

inel the

wonthonzed  ntervention of whicl tey
complnin, as wpaingt any legishition on the

part of Cang

(1

as L wish these re

s in eomplinnce therewith.
pectalile prtitioners

1o b themselves hennd, 1 request that their

petition may he r
ingly, and Mr. Clay proceedad.|
fimed iy the esmmitien wl

1
fi

d.

[Tt was v

ad aecord-
I tom in-

ch reqieated

ine to offer this petition, snd believo, that it

Grpresics

the

almost  ununimons

santi-

ments of the peaple of the District of Co.

Tumbiia,

The perlom

e

1L 1oy 4

oA

ance of this serviee wifipds
» il Mr. O, a legitimate apportuni
which, with the permissi
myaall, to

Lol

of the Seuate, [

nncthin ir,

not only ou the paviienlar olects ofthe pe-

it

at=l.

i, but wpon the great and interestiee
subject with which ic i intimately

ai-

It is well known to the Senate, said Mr,
Clay, that T Lave thought that the mos ju-

divtous conrse with aboliion petitions has
not been of late pursued by Congress. |
have believed that it wonld have heen wis-

esl W luve received and referved them,
without upfmanirm, aml o have ceported

againzt their object in a calm and

sionate
)

L

disprs-

wmentative appeal to the wood

of" the enmmunity.

It has been sup-

posed, however, by a majority of Cungross

th

thi

it was most uxpedimjﬂ'eirilr.-rmn. to ves
the petitions st all, or, if formally re-
ed, nat to act definitely upon them.
e 18 w0 anbstantial differonce hetween
apposite opinions, sivee hoth look to
au alizolute rejection of the petitiog

s, Fut

thewe is a great difference in the form of
proceeding 1 and, Mr.- Prsident, some ex-

pericnce in the conduet of humar

airs lins

taught e tobelieve that anegloet to abserve

Fnal

fliction of & positive in
private life, o violation of the

that, even

=

blished forms is often attonded  with
misehievons ennsequences than the in-
W

‘o all know

existing nsages and cercmonios of: society

eanuot tuke place without seriods prejud
, that the abwliticnists lnve ae jui-

I fiar,

qed & eonsiderable apparent free by blend-
ing with the object which they bave u view
a enllateral and torally diffirent question
_arising ont of an allc;';:_‘:l' violation of - the
vight of petition.  F kiow ?'ul] “well, and

tnke greatpleasire in test

g, thit noths

© ing was rempter from the inteidion of the

mufority of e Senate,

fram which L difter.

ed, than 1o violate the right of - petition in

25

tin

trent, that right could be-vo
ervised, orwhere the nbject of, rhp]xelitim_;"_l]u
could be safely.or properly granted. Sl § powers of the bay
ipmust he owned that the abolitionists have |
soiied hold of ‘the - fact of the troatmewt ! of e proeeding

© any cose, in which, sceording to its judy-

Lover
|or A thes

omaideration ; TI:-;lT,. sepHATI
w, Prescat then.
to Cingress because they are slis
ol thit are not—same of | T,
sonscientionsly opposed 1o sfavery yew Srates, wiro
—Dbut they appear, beeause the;
speet the rights of thase who own that de
seriptivn of property, anil hecurse they en-! Anather, il mu
i that the continnod | yhy
aon by thase who have
no right t intertire with it, has an iujurions

At 1y

pr) Vi finth-
b e peenEation, aind with-
row i liots of e
wnder Gurialierions altogetlior
T 1 il which
i tlad immedante abnlition of
the Bistricr of Caolombin pnd i the
1y of Flurida,
mly

b ey

aro 5

I have:
vory

attainment of n el mere gt end,
Unbirtvnately s ave not e undy e,
sanere lnnonta ble ane s
at which this elnss is endeavouring 1o em-
Moy, o armying aue o tiom agrainst

er portion af the Union, Wil thar view,
inalltheir Teading priots and pullications,
the borrors of slavery depictod in glow-
ing and exagerated colom, to exeite the n
minations wnd i oolie rage of 1
pr'n]]du it the free States ngainst the peaple
i the slove Stab The slaveholier is

held up and represented as the wmost atro. |
cions of luman beings.  Advertisements of
fugitive slaves and of slaves to be sulid are
refully collocted ind Wazoned forth, o
infuse a spivit of detestation and b |
inat one entive and the orgost section
the Union. And like o noeriaus ngimtar
upon another theatre,  they woull hune
diwn gl prraserile from e pale af civil-
ized sociery the imhabitams of that eotire
sectin, Allow e, My, Pre ilent, 1o LY,

whilst | recnguize in 1l wsthy wonnl-

ed fecling of the Ministor of the 1) Btares ur

the Court of 8t James much th excuse the |
notiee which Tie was provaked to toke of

that agitatar, in my humble epivion, he

watild better iy alted el Bwnity of |
liis station wnd of hiscountry in treating im |
with contemptuous silenee. Ha would ox- |

L

clude us from Europemn sociorv—le whe |

Dimsgell van only obitiin s contalind abmis-
sion, and is veceived with scornfil repug- |
nanee inte 311 1 Le be nomove desivous of
our society Lhun we are of his, he may s
asdured thar a state of eternal non-int

me will exist betwoen wso Yes, sir 1
think the Aweriean Minister would Lave
heat pursued the diecrates of trae dignicy by
regarding the languaze of the member of
the British Honse of Commons as the ma-
ngs of the plundorer of' Lis own
untrygand the Bbeller of w foreign and
Lindead poople,

i ¥ shich doe OIHT: Gl bR
Bar the means to whiell T Lave alremly than any w does, 1liope, actua

alverted ave not the only vues which this
thi
ploying o effeet their ultinute end. They bo-
zau their operations by poedissing to employ
valy persussive means in appealing w the
hamanity and enli Itcoing the understnned-

ings olthe slavelo ling poction of the Un- i h_"'il‘:"";.: 1\!;': JHU;N ta which 1 am o
ion, If there were some kioduess in his | Lias profited mtch more, '”."] been i il
¢ thaw that to whicl T bslopg.— |

avowed motive, it must be acknowledy o |
that theve was rather 1 presumptuous dis
play also of an assumed superioeily in intels
ligenco and knowledge,  For smue time
ey continued to amuke these nppeals to
our duly and owe futerest; bt impatisnt
with the slow influence of their Tnuic upon
onv stupid minds, they recently resalved to |
change their systom of action,  Tu the o-
geney of thely powers of persiasion, th

v propose to aubstituie the powers of the
batlot box 5 und he nmst be blind to what is
passing hefore ns, who doss noe pereaive
‘thar tlie inevitable tendency of their pro-

ionally ex-

coedings is, it these should be found jnuuk
Ly 1o invoke, finally, the morne- patent

mit, e
iLis at this Rlan_ﬁiflg stagn
ol the ulm-abolitionists

BMr. Preside:

|

| snpuerh

itn the hsom of the |

| ehat [ would

serionsly invire ev

and deliberately ta reflect, non e
our e

precipice dvwn which they would |

anil |

!

to address you
There have becn three epachs in

o, having made tl
wlitieal, and have appealed to 1y

abolition displayed itself, The finst
mediately after the formation of the
Federal Govermnent,  When 1]

powers were not well nnderstromd

cwntely interpreted and defined
period numeron: ubolition soe
farmed, comprising not merely the
of Pricads
itions were presented to Cungroess,

wely o

g posture, but upon that dreadful

Ty s,

Itis beeause tese wlvaabolitionist Tave
eeased to employ the insnments of reason

cause
e DLallot

e, that T am induved, upon thiy eccasion

the his-

waz im-
present
Constis-

tution was about going inio operation, it

by the

comanunity at large, and remained to be ace

At that
s were
Hociely

o but many other good men, Pe-

pruying

| for the abolition of shvery.  They were

recyived withoul serions oppos
(e, el veported upon by 2 conm
s The report. stated thut the General
ol sl ne power 1o ahbalish
existod i the several Stares, and th
Stutes themsetves bl exclusive jur
over th
acr

el imand satisfactionand try

i,

referr-
Tt
Govern-

BTV as b

at’ these
Adfietion

subject. The report was generally

ALl

|ty ensued; the abalition rocictics thereafter
Timiting tiir exertions, in rospeet fo s |

black population, to offices of Iymisuiny

within the seope of &

i lawe,

¥ ronid-
ettt man i the comntry solemuly ko JHse,

tony ofunr country wr which the spidt of

the actual cesnions which were made hy the
States of Margland and Virginin.  The ob
joctof the cession was to estublish w pe
of Gavernment of the Lited States; and the
grant in the Constitution of exclusive legis-
latinn must be understoad, and should he
alwavs interpreted, as having relation 1o
tha whiject of the ceasion, [t was witha
full kiowlmlge of this elouse in the Con-
stitution thattheze two States ceded to the
General Goverminent the ten miles square,
comstituting the District of Columbia,  In
v the cresinn, they sopposed that it |
wis to be applied, and aL.I.Iied sn].zl_v,_m
| the purpeses of a acat of Government, for
¢ which it was asked.  When it was made,
alavery existed in both these Commaon.
wealtla, and in the ceded territory, asit
neaw continues to exisl in all ofthem, Nei-
ther Maryland nor Vieginia conld have an-
ticipated that, whilst the institution remain. §
od within Hieir respective limits, its abo- |
litiom would e attempted by Congress
without their consent.” Neither of them
wonld prabalily bave made an wneondition.
al cession, if they could bave anticipated
sueh n resylt

This provision preeeded, i pointof time | relates to slavery

LiLLL 6

of the United =

its Tand sides by slave
indred miles rom the nearest froe Stne
Ie alumost extends within the trop
ortant island o it ou 1

nearcsl i F
side iz Cuba, o

stateinent of its
of itsell dewide the o

ity of 1810
the T
By the terms of
property of the

theny, and they are alluwed to remay

take thew away

20, withont limitation as L Lime
| cxpedient, theretore, to abolish sluver
it eould not be done consistently
treaty, without, granting

s the

nited States, slav

Lits

b
phical posi

slaver Jalnned.
T )

th

that treaty
inhahi

£ they think pr

the Territory of Flo-

treme soutlicen portisn
It iz beumneded on all
g andl is several

il thie:
water
"his simple
sl ld
Liy the
i e

ERTE |
secured o
aticd
apeer 1o do

1t wer

Lo the ancient -

habitanta a reasonable time tho remove their

thar,

By the compromise

which rok plaee on the passsge of the act
for the admission of Missout into the Union,

in the year 1820, it was wgveed and wie

stood  tha the 1

ine af 46 4

north latitude  shoald mark th

From the wature of the provision in the

aviwenlt object of the |

Coustitution, ainl 1

The next poricd when the suljeet nl‘i

slavery, ated  alwdition ineidontal]
hroarght ineo ot

m the memorabile accasion uftlie ac

0

xeitement om the =u of abieliti

v, Wi

limi=sion

of the Btate of Missouri ioto ahe Union,—
Tl atengale was long, stremsms, and |
ful. It s too pecent 1o ke i ECEsn v
to o more thay muerely advert to it and 1o
(s thavit waa fhunlly eomposed by e ol
thuse: eompromises charaeteristie of o ix-
slitations, nud of whicl the Constitation it
zell tsignal instance.

Thie thivd s that bewhich we now find
ourzelves, Yo ases, Mr President,

eontributed 1o prodoes the existing

. The

privciple ane, p wtpiE, 14 the cxample of
Iimlsilu1:rnunr-i]\;\li=m of the slaves in the is-
ands adjacent 1o one countr; Sueh iz e

avity i lnws, 0 Tangunge, incthe i
tutions, wad b ocommen oviaing between

at Britain aned the United Staies, thw
e et measire of natione] policy can b
addopted i the one country withoat prondu-
ving acousideralde desreo of infine

the ol

el the
et situntionss of the BArish W
i# 1t the sy
el indepenaent Slates ul'thi

TR
dewidded 1dtish exp
o the allition efs
The of thie Brir

of the Con-

tutuily
st lu-
Ve

uiliminad, gl sre often eseribed Lo
ommipetent. The powers of e Am
Clonprie LI SISO are fiow, eaae
misly i ! excliuding  all
FLCRITh | sl and, ulove all,

alintely exeluding all

wenninin e of
tos The slaves
abion oy

Iy sl ab
1l X

el bat in
liwine e vioice

nud fieelides el

Jraw
“sluvery

2 too, A
1, we

Tk
LR ite]
in I’y

aunl disevssion, wis that |

o i weninl affie

.('lﬂ
Ma

| eomne a pilace oF vefiize ar

acquisition of the werritory, two duries :u-inul
o the part of Congress. The fist is, 1o
vevder the  Distrier availulde, comfortable
and convenient, as a seat of Government of
the whole Union ; the other s, to EOVCEN
the people within the Distrier so as best
pronena their Lappiness sod prosperity.—
These objects e totally distinet in 1k
nadiere, and, i Interprening aomb eser
1he #f the power of exelusive 1
tion, that distinetion slonld i eons
borne inomind, ¢ i ey, inoeer 1
render this place o combortubile seat of the
Gieneral Government, Looabolisl slavery
within s Bmits ¥ No ons eun o will ud-
vance sueh q proposition. The Gover
ment laa remained heve near oty yenrs
without the slichtest inconvenicnce from
the presence of domestic slivery,  Ts it ne-
cossary 1o the well being of the people of
the: District thut slavery shoull be abolished
from amongst them | " They wot anly ne
ther ask nor degive, but oo nlmost anaes
mausly oppuosed to it It exists here in the
mildest and mest witizated foom,  Ina -
pulation of 39,834 theve wore, at the
muneration of the popudation of the T uited
tates, but 6,119 slaves.  The number has
not prolably much iuevsged sinee, ey
ave dispeiscd over the ten miles square, sn-
wmel inothie gqniet pursuits af Ty ey,
L dumestic 1 T
¥ to the efficiency of this
seat ol the General Govermnent
alavery, wlich i utterly denied,
m shonld be eomfined o the ne.
cessity which pronpts it, that is, 1o the lhn. |
ixof the city o Washington itself.  Be.
ol thoge Hmits, persons concerned in the
Giovernment ol the Uy Btutes have nn
mork foeda witly thee inhalirmmtz of the Dhis
trivt than they Tave with the inhabitants of |
acent cotntivs of Marvland aul Yie
whie e beyod the Distder,
T'o nbolish slavery within the Tistdcr of
a, whikst it remains in Virginiz and |
ol sittated. s that District is, with-
in the very heart of these states, wonld ex-
pose theme o creat praetien] meonvenisgee
atul aunoyunce,  The Districr swould b
[oseatpe S fn
tive slaves fron: the fwo |t
Tromm which aspirit of diseonten, insa
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it Al whilst [t Frvently wisly | irstion, amd B : ek
complete savcess (o the B o tand encoursged in the: e St | Sup.
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