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exercise, at the same time, more than 

i one office of trust or profit except that 
of justice of the peace or notary pub- 

1 lie.
A r t . 129. Taxation shall be equal 

and uniform throughout the state ; all 
property shall be taxed in proportion 
to its value, to be ascertained as 
directed by law; the general assembly 
shall have power to exempt from taxa- 
Jon property actually used for church, 
-ebook or charitable purposes. The 
eueral assembly may levy an income 
ax upon all persons pursuing any oc

cupation, trade, or calling, and all 
uch persons shall obtain a license, as 
rovided by law; all tax on income 
hall be pro rata on the amount cf in
come. The general assembly shall 
evy a poll tax on all male inhabitants 
.f this state, over twenty-one years 
Id, for school and charitable purposes, 
,hich tax shall never exceed one dol- 
ar and fifty cents per annum.

Art. 130. None of the lands granted 
y congress to the state of Louisiana 
er aiding in constructing the neccs- 
ary levees and drains to reclaim (lie 
wamp and overflowed lands of the 
'ate, shall be diverted from the pur- 
ese for which they were granted.
Art. 131. Obligations for the salo 

0 persons in the past and still un
dented, are null and void, and shall 
t be enforced by the courts of this 
ate.
Art. 132. No liability, either state, 
rochial, or municipal, shall exist for 
y debts contracted for or in the in
rest of the rebellion against the 
uited States government.
Art. 133. The general assembly 
ay determine the mode of filling va- 
nciesinall offices for which provision 
not made in this constitution.
Art. 134. The general assembly 

pass no law requiring a property 
lalification for office, either state 
rish, or municipal.
All officers shall continue to dis- 
argethe duties of their offices until 
eir successors shall have boon in- 
ctedinto office.
Art. 135. The general assembly 
all provide for the protection of the 
ghts of married women to their para- 
lernal property, and for the registra- 
on of the same, but no mortgage or 
ivilege Bhall hereafter affect third 
rties unless recorded in the parish 

here the property to be affected 
tuated. The tacit mortgages and 
xivileges now existing in this state 
all cease to have effect against third 

rrsons after the first day of January, 
e thousand eight hundred and 
venty, unless duly recorded. The 
neral assembly shall provide by law 
the registration of all mortgages 

d privileges.
Art. 136. The general assembly at 
s first session under this constitu- 
:n shall provide nn annual pension 
r the veterans of 1814 and 1815.
Art. 137. The general assembly at 
first session under this constitution 

all provide ‘for the registration of 
ters throughout the state, and no 
e shall be permitted to vote unless 
gistered.
Art. 138. The seat of government 

be established at the city of 
aon Rouge, and shall not be ro
ved without the consent of two 
rds of the members of both houses 
the general assembly.
Art. 139. No other curreucy than 
tablished by the United States shall 
circulated in this state.
Art. 140. All persons who were for 
rly debarred by slavery from legally 
ntracting matrimony in this state, 
o have lived together as husband 
d wife for three consecutive years 
"or to the adoption of this constitu- 
n, shall bo deemed, after the adop- 
n of this constitution, in all courts 
justice, as husband and wife, and 
ir offspring as their legal heirs, as 
ugh said disability had never 
sted.

TITLE VIII—MILITIA.
‘ rt. 141. It shall bo the duty of the 
eral assembly to organize the mili- 
of the state, and all able-bodied 
le citizens between the ages of 
hteen and forty-five years who are 
disfranchised by the constitution 
laws of the United States and of 
state shall be liable to militia duty. 
RT. 142. The governor shall ap- 
-t all commissioned officers, sub- 
to confirmation or rejection by the 

“te. All militia officers shall take 
subscribe the oath prescribed for 
officers of the United States army, 
the oath required of all officers in 
state..

H  —  CORPORATION OP THE CITY OP 
NEW ORLEANS.

*r. 143. The corporation of the 
of New Orleans shall bo the parish 
hieans. The right bank, ns sow 
hug, shall be the fifth district; the 
r districts, as now existing, shall 
be altered.
"i. 144. The citizens of the city of 
■ Orleans shall have the right of 
orating the several publio officers 
---ry for the administration of the 

ce of said city, pursuant to the
- y  elections which shall be pre- 

by the legislature; Provided,
*be mayor and recorders shall bo 

'"ble to » seat in the general as- 
-|y; and the mayor and recorders
- be commissioned by the governor 
-trees of the peace, and the legis- 
' "’ey vest in them such criminal 
-lotion as may be necessary for 
umshment of minor offenses, and 
e police and good of said city 
require. The city of Now Or-
- shall maintain a police which 
be uniformed with distinction of

the expense of the city, to 
!6t of permanent citizens of the 
of Louisiana, to be selected by 
-jor of the city, and to hold office 
r good behavior, and removable 

5 f c P®*'®6 commission com- 
•l. ii T® 0itieens and the mayor, 
•nail be president of tho board, 
commission to be appointed by 
■rernor of the state for the term 
® «t a salary of not h ss
Be thousand dollars per annum; 
'*7 of whom shall removd for 
-onciek Members of the poliee 
removed shall not again be eligi- 
»ny position on the poliee for a 
‘ ®B® year. All qualified elect- 
.the city of New Orleans shall 

qinle to serve on the police of 
rV ' Interfering or meddling In 

ln »ny manner will be a suffi- 
aose f*r instant dismissal from 
J.® ny 4110 bowrd- Th® cb‘ef of snail give a penal bond in the 

“Mmsand dollars; lieuten- 
polke, five thousand dollars;

sergeants and clerks, each three thou
sand dollars; corporals, two thousand 
dollars; and privates, one thousand 
dollars; with good anil solvent secu
rity, as the law directs, for tho faithful 
performance of their duties. The 
various officers shall receive a salary 
of not less than the following rates:
The chief of police__ $250 per month
The lieutenants of police,150 “
The sergeants of police. 100 «
The clerks of polico.... 100 “
The corporals of police. 00 “
Tho privates (day and

night) each..............  80 “

TITLE X.—PUBLIO EDUCATION.

Art. 145. The legislature shall es
tablish at least one free public school 
in every parish throughout tho state, 
and shall provido for their support by 
taxation or otherwise. Ail children of 
this state between the ages of six (6) 
and twenty-ono (21) shall be admitted 
to the public schools or other institu
tions of learning sustained or estab
lished by the state, in common, with
out distinction of race, color, or pre
vious condition. There shall be no 
separate schools or institutions of 
learning established for any exclusive 
race by the state of Louisiana.

Art . 146. No municipal corporation 
shall make any rules or regulations 
contrary to the spirit and intention of 
this article.

Art, 147. There shall bo elected by 
tho people of this state a superin
tendent of public education, who shall 
hold his office for tno (2) years, llis 
duties shall be prescribed and his sal
ary shall be $5000 per year, payable 
quarterly upon his own warrant.

Aar. 148. The superintendent of 
public education shall have the super
vision and tho general control of all 
public schools throughout the state.

Art. 140. The general exercises in 
the publio schools shall be conducted 
in the English language.

Aar. 150. The proceeds of the lands 
heretofore and that which may here
after be granted by the United States 
to this state for the use or purpose of 
the publio schools of the state, and tho 
proceed:! of estates of deceased per
sons to which the state may become 
entitled by law, shall bo and remain a 
perpetual fund, on which the state shall 
pay an annual interest of six (6) per 
cent, which interest, together with the 
interest of the trust fund deposited 
with the state by the United States 
under tho act of congress, approved 
June 23, 1830, and all the rents of the 
unsold lands, shall be appropriated to 
the support of such schools. And this 
appropriation shall remain inviolable.

Art. 151. All moneys accruing from 
the sales which have been or may be 
hereafter made of any lands hereto
fore granted by the United States to 
this state for tho use of any institution 
of learning whatever,(or from any kind 
of donation for tho purpose of establish
ing school or schools, or any institution 
of learning whatever), shall be and re 
main a perpetual fund, tho interest of 
which, at six (6) per cent per annum, 
shall be appropriated to tho exclusive 
benefit of the said school or schools 
or institution of learning; and no law 
shall bo mado diverting said funds to 
any other use than to the establish
ment and benefit of said institution of 
learning. The legislature shall havo 
power to raise funds for the organiza
tion and support of said institution in 
such manner as it may deem best.

A rt . 152- No appropriation shall be 
made by the legislature for the sup
port of any private school or any pri
vate institution of learning whatever.

Aar. 153. A university shall be es
tablished and maintained in the city 
of New Orleans. It shall bo com
posed of six faculties, to wit: ono of 
law, one of medicine, one of natural 
science, one of letters, and one of in
dustrial science, and one of the theory 
and practice of teaching. The legis
lature shall proyido by law for its or
ganization aud maintenance; Pro
vided, That all departments of this 
institution of learning shall be open 
in common to nil students capablo of 
matriculating. No rules or regula
tions shall be made by the trustees, 
facu'ties, or other officers of said 
institution of learning, nor shall any 
laws bo made by the legislature violat
ing the letter or spirit of this article, 
under penalty of the annulling of the 
charter of said institution.

Art . 154. All colleges, seminaries, 
academies, schools, institutions of 
learning of what nature soever, wheth
er literary, legal, medical, military, or 
individual, authorized by the legisla
ture, and under tho control of this 
state, shall be open in common to all 
classes of students.

Art. 155. Institutions for the sup
port and education of tho insano, the 
blind, and tho deaf, and dumb, shall 
always bo fostered and supported by 
the state, and be subject to such regu
lations as may be presented by the 
general assembly, not in conflict with 
any provisions of this constitution.

T R IX  XI— HOARD OP PPBLIC WORKS.

Art. ] 56. Thore shall be a board of 
public works, to consist of one com
missioner from each congressional 
district of the state.

The commissioners so appointed 
shall hold uffico for the term of two 
years, and be residents of their re
spective districts.

Art. 157. The general assembly, at 
its first session after the adoption of 
this constitution, shall provido for tho 
organization of the board of public 
works, proscribe its duties, and fix the 
compensation of all employes of the 
board of publio works, and the com
missioners thereof.

Art. 158. The commissioners and 
such of the officers employed on the 
public works as may be det.rmined by 
the general assembly, shall give such 
bona for tho faithful performance of 
their duties as shall be prescribed by 
law.

Art. 1511. >ay amendment or amesd- 
meats to this constitution may be proposed 
in the senate or house of representatives, 
and if the same shall be agreed to by three- 
fourtbs of tbe members elected to each 
house, such proposed amendment or amend
ments shall be submitted to the people at 
an election to be ordered by said legislature 
and held within ninety days after tbe ad
journment of the same, and after thirty 
days’ publication according to law, and if a 
majority of the voters at said election shall 
approve and ratify such amendment or 
amendments, the same shall become a part 
of the eoastltutioo. If more than one 
amendment be submitted at a time, they

shall be submitted in such manner and form 
that the people may vote lor or against each 
amendment separately.

m u s xm—exemptions.

Art. 160. The personal property of every
resident of this state, to consist of such 
property only as shall be designated by 
law, shall be exempted to the amount of 
five hundred dollars, from sale on execu
tion or other final process of any court, 
issued for tbe collection of any debt con
tracted after tho adoption of this constitu- 
tion.

Art. 161. Every homestead of eighty 
acres of land, and the dwelling houses 
thereon, and the appurtenances, to be se- 
1, , , .7 the owner thereof, and not in
cluded in any town plat, city, or village, or 
recorded town plat, or such parts of lots as 
shall bo equal thereto, and the dwelling 
house thereon and its appurtenances owned 
anil occupied by any resident of the state, 
not exceeding in value one thousand dol
lars, shall be exempt from forced sale on 
execution or any other final process from a 
courb tor any debt contracted after the 
adoption of this constitution ; Buch exemp
tion shall not extend to any mortgage 
thereon lawfully obtained, but Buch mort
gage or other alienation of suen land by the 
owner thereof, if a married man, shall not 
be valid without the signature of the wife 
of the same.

TITLE XIV— SCHEDULE.

Art. 162. The ordinance of secession of 
the state of Louisiana, passed 26th .January, 
1861, is hereby declared to be null and 
void. The constitution adopted in 1861 
and all previous constitutions in the slate 
of Louisiana aro declared to be superseded 
by this constitution.

Art. 163. All rights, actions, prosecu
tions, claims, contracts, and all laws in 
forcê  at the time of the adoption of this 
constitution, aad not inconsistent there
with, shall continue as if the same had not 
been adopted. All judgments and judicial 
sales, marriage!, anil executed contracts, 
made in good faith and in accordance with 
existing laws in this state, rendered, made, 
or entered into between the 26th January,
1861, and the date when this constitution 
shall be adopted, are hereby declared to be
and, except the following:
“An act to authorize the widening of 

th® canal and basin,” approved March

“An act to amend and re-enact the 121st 
section of nn act entitled ‘An act relative 
to crimes and offenses,1 ” approved Decem
ber 20, 1865.

“An aetjor the punishment of persons 
for tampering with, persuading, or enticing 
away, harboring, feeding, or secreting la
borers, servants, or apprentices.” aonroved 
December 21, 1865.

“An act to punish, in certain cases, the 
employers of laborers and apprentices,” ap
proved December21, 1865.

"An act to postpone ail seizures for city 
taxes,” certified 16th March, 1866.

“An act in relation to exemption from 
state, parish, and cily taxes for the years
1862, 1863,1864, and 1865, in certain cases ” 
certified 16th March, 1860.

Section third of “An act to create a Po
lice board for the city of New Orleans ” 
passed February 12,1866.

“An act granting ferry privileges to C. 
Iv. Marshall, his heirs or assigns.’’ approved 
Murch 1G, 1867.

"An act to authorize tbe board of levee 
commissioners of the levee district in tho 
parishes of Madison and Carroll to issue 
18*n7?J etC’’ aPProved March 28,

An act, 115, of the general assembly of 
18G7. issuing four million dollars levee 
bonds.

Art. 1G4. The laws relative to the duties 
of officers shall remain in force, though 
contrary to this constitution, and the sever
al duties be performed by tho respective 
officers until the organization of the govern
ment under this constitution.

Art. 1G5. The legislature shall provide 
for the removal of causes now pending in 
the courts of this state to courts created by 
or under this constitution.

ORDINANCE.

Art. 1GG. Immediately upon the adjourn
ment of this convention, this constitution 
shall be submitted lor ratification to the 
registered voters of the state, in conformity 
to the act of congress entitled “An act to 
provide for the more efficient government 
of tho rebel states, ’ and the acts supple
mentary thereto.

Art. 1G7. On the name day that an elec
tion is held to ratify this constitution an 
election shall be held throughout the state 
for all state, parish, and municipal officers 
elected by the people. The legislature 
elected under the provisions of this article 
shall assemble in the city of New Orleans.

Art. IG8. Previous to the adjournment of 
this convention, the president shall submit 
the name of one person for confirmation 
as register in each and every parish in 
this state, except the city of New* Orleans, 
in which he shall appoint one register for 
every district, as provided for in this con
stitution, whose duty it shall be to provide 
for the receiving of the votes of the quali
fied electors of the state for the officers to 
be elected, as provided for in this constitu
tion.

Mr. Cooley, chairman of the committee, 
submitted an additional section to the 
report under the title of “Militia,'J which 

» by consent, incorporated in the report 
of the majority.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to print 
800 copies of each report.

Adopted.
The convention, on motion of Mr. Crane, 

of Orleans, adjourned until 10 o’clock A. M* 
on Monday next.

A true copy :
WM. VIGERS, 

Secretary.

TWENTY-SECOND DAY.
New Orleans, December 23, 1867. 
Pursuant to adjournment the con

vention was called to order at 10 
o’clock A. M. by President J. JG. 
Taliaferro.

There being no quorum present the 
convention, on motion, took a recess 
•f half an hour.

At 114 o’clock the roll was again 
called by the secretary, and a quorum 
was found to be present—68 members.

The secretary proceeded to read 
tho minutes of the previous session, 
which, on motion, were adopted.

ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Cooley, of Point# Coupee:
Be it ordained by the constitutional 

convention of the state of Louisiana. 
Section 1. Tho ordinance passed by 
the convention on tho twelfth day of 
December, 1867, providing for tho 
issuing of three hundred thousand 
dollars of bonds to raise money to pay 
the expenses of this convention be and 
is hereby repealed, the party who en
gaged and obligated himself to discount 
the said bonds having completely 
failed to fulfill his contract.

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, That 
the warrants for the pay of members 
and officers under the said ordinance 
shall be paid bjr the treasurer of this 
state out of an/ funds to tho credit of

the state constitutional convention in 
the treasury of tho state.

Lies over.
By Mr. F. Marie, of Terrebonne: 

An ordinance for the relief of laborers.
W h e r e a s , The plantation owners 

are unwilling to sell or lease to the 
luborers their uncultivated lands for a 
reasonable price, but, on the contrary, 
ask enormous sums;

Whereas, Those exorbitant prices 
are an impediment to the agricultural 
prosperity of the state: and

Whereas, Such an impediment pre
vents the laborers from creating 
reasonable work for themselves ac
cording to their faculties; and

Whereas, Consequently the largest 
and most useful class of the people of 
Louisiana are suffering from this state 

affairs; therefore be it 
Resolved, That the uncultivated 

lands shall in future be subject to 
taxation double that of the cultivated 
lands.

Resolved, That it shall be the duty 
the next legislature convened in this 

state, after the adoption of this con
stitution, to pass such laws as may be 
deemed proper, requiring the asses
sors in their respective districts to 
assess such uncultivated lands, so ns 

conform to tho views of this ordi
nance.

Referred to tbe committee on gen
eral provisions.

By Mr. Charles Smith, of Orleaus: 
W h e r e a s , The state of Louisiana is 

one of the largest, if not the largest 
stockholder, and next to the city of 

v Orleans, in the Great Western 
and Opelousas railroad; and 

Whereas, Its financial affairs ap
pear to be approaching a disastrous 
crisis; therefore be it 

Resolved, That a committee of five 
bo appointed to examine the books 
and papers and records of said rail
road, and report to this convention its 
financial condition und the status of 
the persons under whose control it at 
present remains.

Lies over.
REPORTS OK STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Enrollment—Prog
ress.

Committee on the Executive—Prog-

RBPORT OK TilE SPECIAL COMMITTEE.

Mr. Beldon, on behalf of tho special 
committee appointed to wait upon 
General Hancock, submitted the fol
lowing report, which was received and 
the committee discharged:
To the Presiden t and Gentlem en of the  Convention:

The undersigned, special committee 
appointed to confer with G eueral \V. 
ii. Hancock, commander of the fifth 
military district, upon tho subject of 
payment of tho commissioners of the 
late election for delegates to this con
vention, beg leave to report that they 
have had an agreeable and very satis
factory interview with the command
ing general upou the subject of their 
mission, who gave his opinion that the 
matter belonged exclusively to his 
jurisdiction under the reconstruction 
laws of congress, as commander of 
this district. Tho general suggested 
to us, in connection with the subject, 
that it had not yet been decided 
whether the said commissioners were 
entitled to compensation or not, but 
that he would at once correspond with 
his predecessor, Major General Sheri
dan, through Colonel Gentry, late 
secretary of civil affairs, anil learn 
his intentions ns to whether they were 
to receive compensation or not, anil 
that the question would be determined 
by tho character of his reply. If his 
decision should be in the nflirmative, 
they would bo at once paid from tlio 
reconstruction fund under his control.

U N F IN IS H E D  B U ISN E SS.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans:
W h e r e a s , There has been no com

mittee appointe to investigate the 
city charter of New Orleans; and

Whereas. The legislature of 1867 
by its enactments passed laws depriv
ing loyal citizens of rights clearly en
joyed under the constitution of the 
United States; therefore, be it

Resolved, That a committee of nine 
be appointed by the chair, to be known 
as a committee on city charter, whose 
duty it shall be to examine said char
ter and report to the convention the 
changes deemed necessary to secure 
the equal rights of all citizens of said 
city, without regard to race, color, or 
previous condition.

Mr. Smith moved to adopt.
Mr. Bertonneau moved to lny on the 

table. Adopted.
By Mr. Burrel, of St. John the 

Baptist: •
W hereas. That Sunday, the first 

day of the week, is sot apart by 
Christian nations as a day of rest aud 
worship to Almighty God ; therefore, 
be it

Resolved, That the legislature of 
this state shall pass such suitable laws 
as will forbid all secular labor on the 
sabbath day as well as to prevent the 
indulgence of such practices as tend 
to deprave the morals of the commu
nity; that pugilistio encounters, gam
bling, horse racing, and other immoral 
practices be strictly prohibited.

Resolved, That tho parish and mu
nicipal authorities of this state held 
by legislative enactments be strictly 
responsible under severe penalties for 
the enforcement of these laws.

Mr. Burrel moved to adopt.
Mr. Cooley, of Pointe Coupee, 

moved to lay on the table. Adopted.
By Mr. BonBeigneur, of Orleans:
Resolved, That it shall be the duty 

of the first legislature convened in 
this state, after the adoption of this 
constitution, to ascertain the |total in
debtedness of the state, and to issue 
bonds therefor having not more than 
forty ,(40) years to run, and bearing 
interest at the rate of six (6) per cent 
per annum, payable in United States 
currency at maturity; and in order to 
provide for the prompt payment of 
eaid bonds at maturity, there shall 
he annually assessed and oolleoted a 
tax of two (2) mills upon each dollar’s 
worth of taxable property, in addition 
to all other taxes, to be applied to the 
redemption of said bonds at ma
turity.

Mr. Bonseigneur mored to adopt.
The chair decided the resolution 

•at of order.

By Mr. Twitehell, of Bienville :
Resolved, That membors be limited 

to ten minutes of time in all speeches, 
except by permission of two-thirds of 
the convention.

Mr. Harper moved to amend by 
inserting thirty minutes.

Mr. Rodriguez, of Orleans, moved 
to lay on the table the resolution 
and amendment. Adopted.

Mr. J. H. Ingraham remarked 
that there were errors in the printed 
report of the minority report on the 
draft of the constitution.

Mr. Underwood moved it be referred 
back to the official printer to have the 
errors corrected. Tabled.

Mr. Jones moved to adj»urn until 
Thursday, and make the report the 
order of the day for 10 o’clock A. M. 
on that day.

Mr. Cooley moved to adjourn till 
Tuesday, the 24tli inst., at 10 o’clock 
A. M.

Mr. Hiestand moved to nmend by 
substituting 33 o’clock P. M. this day. 
Carried.

M o n d a y , Dec. 23, 4 j oclock, P. M.
The Convention was called to order 

and a quorum was found to he present.
Mr. Cooley produced a certificate 

from the state treasurer, stating that 
no money had been deposited to the 
credit ot the convention. He moved 
that the rules be suspended and that 
his resolution be adopted.

The convention refused to suspend 
tlio rules.

Judge Cooley, in view of the holi
days, moved to adjourn until the sec
ond of January, 1868.

There were numerous motions made 
to adjourn to a nearer date.

A motion to adjourn till Tuesday, 
the 24th, at 11 o’clock A. M., was loBt.

One to adjourn till Thursday next 
was also lost.

Mr. Jones moved that when this 
house adjourns, it adjourns until 11 
o’clock Thursday, the 26th instant.

Mr. Pinchback moved to adjourn un
til Tuesday, at 10 o’clock A. M.

Mr. Jones asked permission of the 
convention that Mr. Paige, of the New 
Orleans R e p u b l i c a n , he allowed to 
make an explanation of the ordinance 
which had been adopted.

Mr. Rodriguez, of Orleans, was call
ed to the chair.

After some discussion, at six o’clock 
the convention adjourned until to
morrow at eleven o’clock, Mr. Wick- 
liffe, of Orleans, being then entitled to 
the floor.

A true copy;
WM. VIGERS. Secretary.

TWENTY-THIRD DAY.
New O r l e a n s , December 24, 1867.

The convention met) pursuant to 
adjournment.

President Taliaferro in tho chair.
The roll was called, and the follow

ing members answered to their names;
J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. 

Baker, Barrett, Blackburn, Blandin, 
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, 
Butler, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, 
Cuney, Dealing, Depasseau. J. Des- 
londe, Donato, Dougluss, G. Dupurte, 
U. Dupart, Duplossis, Frangois, Ful
ler, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gould, 
Guicbard, Harris, Hempstead, Hies
tand Ingraham, R. II. Isabelle, T. 
Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lan
ders, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R. 
Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, Marie, Mar
tin, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, 
McMillan, Morris, Moses, Myers, 
Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, 
Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Rea
gan, Reese. Riard, Riggs, Roberts, 
Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Scott, 
Snider. , Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant, 
Twitehell, Underwood, Valfroit, Van- 
dergriff, Wickliffe,Williams, Wilson— 
79 members present.

Minntes read and adopted. 
original resolutions.

By Mr- Tinchant, of Orleans :
Resolved, That during the five 

years following tho ratification of this 
constitution, the owners of any tract 
of cultivated land not exceeding sixty 
(60) acres shall be exempt from pay
ing any tax thereon.

Resolved further, That during tho 
same lapse of time the owners of any 
arable land left uncultivated shall have 
to pay yearly to the Btate an extra tax 
of twenty cents pe.’ acre.

Resolved further, That honorably 
discharged soldiers, sailors, or marines 
of the United States army, and widow 
or minor orphans of any deceased sol
dier, sailor, or marine ef tho United 
States, shall bo exempt of any tax that 
may be levied by the state for the next 
ten years.

It was referred to the committee on 
general provisions.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on printing. No report. 
Committee on the executive. Prog

ress.
Mr. Cooley called attention to errors
printing of the report of committee 

on draft of the constitution, and moved 
its reference back to the printer for 
correction.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

By Mr. Cooley:
o r d in a n c e :

Bo it ordained by the constitutional 
convention of the state of Louisiana. 
Section 1. The ordinance passed by the 
convention on the 12th dav of Decem
ber, 1867, providing for the issuing of 
threo hundred thousand dollars of 
bonds, to raise money to pay the ex
penses of this convention,“be and the 
same is hereby repealed, the party who 
engaged and obligated himself to dis
count the said bonds having complete
ly failed to fulfill his contract. •

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, The 
warrants for the pay of members and 
officers, under the said ordinance up 
to this date shall be paid by the treas
urer of the state oat of any funds to

the credit of the state constitutional 
convention in the treasury of the 
state.

Mr. Pinchback moved to suspend 
the rules.

The chair decided that the resolu
tion was already regularly before the 
house.

Mr. Ceoley moved to adopt the above 
resolution, and the question being put 
to the convention, it was adopted.

Mr. Underwood moved to take up the 
bill of the finance committee.

Mr. Cooley, of Pointe Coupee, offer 
ed the following bill:

Section 1. Be it ordained by the 
constitutional convention of tbe state 
of Louisiana, To pay the delegates 
and officers of this convention, and to 
defray all other expenses necessary 
for the use of said convention, tho fol
lowing tax is hereby levied on the 
property of this state, both real and 
movable, viz: a tax of one mill per 
cent.

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, That 
the sheriffs of the state, excopt the 
parish of Orleans, shall collect the 
above mentioned tax; and that they 
refer to the assessment rolls made by 
tho state of Louisiana for the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven 
(1867)a.s the basis for assessing the tax 
herein levied on real and movable 
property, and in order to facilitate 
them in the collection of said tax 
they are hereby authorized to employ 
all summary remedies now given by 
law for the collection of state taxes, 
and shall receive for their services the 
same compensation paid them by the 
state for like services.

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That 
the tax herein levied, and which shall 
be duo by the parish of Orleans, shall 

ollected by the persons now 
charged with the collection of state 
taxes in said parish, and they shall 
possess the same powers and receive 
tho same compensation.

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained. That 
tho sheriffs and other persons charged 
with the collection of the tax levied by 
this ordinance shall pay to the treas
urer of tho state, at the end of every 
month, except tho tax collectors of the 
mrishes of Orleans, Jefferson, and Or
gans, right bank, all sums collected 

by them under this ordinance, and 
shall settle finally with the treasurer 
on the first day of April, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-eight (1868). But 
in no case shall tho state treasurer 
give a receipt for either a partial or 
final settlement without requiring the 
sheriff or other collector to take and 
subscribe an oath that he has paid all 
the money collected by him to date of 
settlement, less his commission.

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained, That 
the tax collectors of the parish of Or
leans, right bank, and Jefferson, shall 
settle with tho treasurer of tho state 
every ten days, reckoning from the 
day of the notice which tho auditor 
shall give said collectors of the said 
ordinance and the tax therein levied.

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained, That 
so much of the tax levied as may be 
required to pay the delegates and 
officers of this convention, und to de
fray all other expenses necessary for 
tho use of said convention shall be 
paid by the state treasurer upon war
rants signed by the warrant clerk and 
countersigned by the president of this 
convention. Tho balance of tho tax 
levied shall be placed by tho state 
treasurer to the credit of the general 
fund, and reserved until the meeting 
of the general assembly, elected under 
the provisions of the constitution 
adopted by this convention, to be used 
as they may direct.

Sec. 7. As soon as the treasurer of 
the state shall bo notified of a loan 
having been effected by this conven
tion, he shall place the funds received 
by him under this ordinance to the 
credit of said loan. And the said funds 
or as much thereof as may be necessary 
to pay said loan shall remain specially 
pledged to repay said loan.

Sec. 8. Bo it further Ordained, That 
the tax levied by this ordinance shall 
be paid only in the legal currency of 
the United States.

Pending its consideration, General 
Ilartsuff being in the lobby, on motion 
of Mr. Cooley, be was invited to a seat 
on the platform, and was received by 
the president und members of the con
vention.

Mr. Pinchback moved to adopt the 
ordinance.

The previous question, after a full 
debate, was moved and ordered, and 
tbe yeas aud nays were called, as fol
lows : yeas 62, nays 19:

Yeas: Antoine, Baker. Barret, Bolden, 
Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bon
nefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, 
Crawford, Dearing, Demarest, Depasseau, 
Jos. Deslonde, Douglass, G. Duparte. Du- 
plessis, Esnard, Gair, Gould, Guicbard. 
Harris, Hiestand, Ingraham. R. U. Isabelle, 
Thomas Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Landers’ 
Leroy. R. Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch. Marie, 
Massicot. Meadows, McLeran, McMillan, 
Moses, Mu8baway, Myers, Oliver, Packard, 
Pinchback, Pollard, Riggs. Roberts. Rod
riguez, Smith, Snider. Thibaut, Tinchant, 
Underwood, Yandergriff, Waples, Williams, 
Wilson—62 yeas.

Nays: Blackburn, Cromwell, Cuney, U. 
Dupart, Frangois, Harper, Lange, Martin, 
Morris, Pierce, Reagan, Reê e, Riard, 
Schwab. Scott, Twitehell, Valfroit, Vidal, 
Wickliffe—19 nays.

And tho ordinance was adopted.
By Mr. Pinchback:
Resolved, That the standing com

mittee on finance be and hereby is 
authorized to negotiate a loan to defray 
the expenses of this convention, said 
loan to be based upon the tax ordi
nance adopted by this convention; 
Provided, The terms of said loan shall 
be submitted to the convention for ap
proval or disapproval before being 
closed.

The rules were suspended and the 
resolution wob adopted.

On motion the convention adjourned 
till Thursday at 10 o’clock A. M 

A true copy:
WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

TWENTY-FOURTH DAY 
New Orleans, Thursday, Dec. 26,1867. 
The convention met, pursuant to ad

journment, at 10 o'clock A. M.
The president called the convention 

to order.

The following members answered t& 
their names:

Messrs. Taliaferro. Baker, Blackburn, 
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Barrel, Butler 
Crane, Crawford. Cromwell, Cuuey, Hear
ing, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Jos. Dee- 
londe, Douglass, G. Duparte. Dupiessis, 
Francois, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Harris’ 4 
Ingraham. Isabelle. Jackson, Jones. Land
ers, Lange, Leroy. Lewis, Ludeling' Marie, 
Martin, Massicot, Meadows. McLeran, 
Moses, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, 
Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs, Roberts, 
Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Scott, Snider, 
Twitehell, Underwood, Vandergriff,Waples, 
Wickliffe. Williams, Wilson.

Prayer by Rev. J. Fiske.
The minutes were read and adopted.

o r ig in a l  r e so l u t io n s .

By Mr. Cooley, of Pointe Coupee :
Be it ordained by the constitutional 

convention of the state of Louisiana, 
The warrants issued by this conven
tion for tlio pay of members and the 
officers thereof, shall be received by 
the sheriffs and tax collectors of the 
etato in payment of the tax of one 
mill per cent levied by the convention 
by ordinance passed on the 24th of 
this month.

Be it further ordained, That the 
auditor of public accounts of the state 
shall, as under existing laws in relation 
to tho collection of taxes, superintend /  
and control the collection of said tax 
of one mill per cent, and shall give J 
immediate notice and instructions to 
the different sheriffs and tax collect
ors.

Mr. Cooley moved to suspend the 
rules to put the resolution upon its 
immediate passage.

Adopted.
Mr. Cooley, of Point© CdRpee, 

moved to adopt the ordiifbnce, u^d 
it was adopted.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

The committee on finance stated 
that they would report to-day.

Committee on printing submitted 
the following report:
To tho H onorable P residen t and M embers of the  

Const itotional S ta te  Convention :

In reference to the resolution of in
quiry relative to the rumor that dis
loyal offices had been engaged to ex
ecute the official printing of this con
vention, I respectfully ask leave to 
report that I have carefully inves
tigated the matter, and find that a 
portion of the job work of the conven
tion is done at the office of the New 
Orleans Times.

And in this connection, I would 
respectfully suggest that the proprie
tors of tho New Orleans Republican 
have a splendid job office, and aro pre
pared to do work as cheap, and neat, 
and expeditiously as any parties in tho 
city, and it might seem more becom
ing in us to patronize our friends 
than to throw work into tho hands of 
thoso who are constantly abusing and 
seeking to destroy us.

Lies over.
Committee on contingent expenses— 

Progress.
u n f i n i s h e d  b u s i n e s s .

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved that 
the convention resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole to consider 
the majority and minority reports of 
tho oommittee on draft of tho consti
tution.

Adopted.
Mr. Barret, of Union, was called to 

the chair, j
The committee rose and reported 

progress though its chairman.
Mr. Belden, of Orleaus, moved to* 

take up the report of the majority and 
minority reports under title first and 
consider them article by article.

Adopted
Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to 

adopt article two of the minority re
port ns the first article of title first a£ 
the constitution.

Upon tho suggestion that a quorum 
was not present, the roll was called 
and seventy-one members answered to 
their names.

Mr. Barrett, of Union, moved as a 
substitute for Mr. Belden’s motion tho 
adoption of article first of the majority 
report.

Mr. McMillan was called tojtho 
chair.

The question was put upon the 
adoption of Mr. Barrett’s substitute, 
and was lost.

Mr. Tinchant moved to adopt the 
article proposed by Mr. Belden as 
article first of the bill of rights.

Mr. Ludeling, of Ouachita, moved 
to amend by striking out the first 
period and transposing the words of 
the second so as to read as follows:
“ To secure these rights governments 
are instituted.”

Which was laid on tbe table.
Mr. Wilson, of Orleans, called for 

the previous question, which was or
dered.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
Tho question was put upon tho 

adoption of the article moved by Mr. 
Belden, as amended, and reading as 
follows:

TITLE 1— HILL OF RIGHTO, * *

Article 1. All men are created 
free and equal, and have certain in
alienable rights; among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
To secure these rights, governments 
aro instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of 
the governed.

And the roll was called with the fol
lowing result—yeas 57, nays 11—as 
follows :

Yeas : Antoine, Belden, Berton
neau, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, 
Burrel, Butler, Crane, Cromwell, De
passeau, Joseph Deslonde, P. G. Des
londe, Donato, Douglass, Dupart, G. 
Duparte, Dupiessis, Esnard, Fran go is, 
Gair, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, 
Harris, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, T. 
Isabelle, Jackson. Jones, Lange, Le
roy, Lewis, Marie, Martin, Moses* 
Mush away, Oliver, Pa * “
Poindexter, Pollard,
Biggs, Roberts,


