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SBERMON
By the Rev. Bishop Ames,

The following is merely o wketoh,
written from memory, of an oxcel-
leut sermon by thue Rev, Buaor
Auss, delivered on Sabbath, Decom.
bor 28, 1847, in the Ames Methodint
Episcopal Church. The congr
tion was large, ond among other
prominent citizens present was his
Houor, the Mayor of our eity. The
attention was anbroken, and the in-
tevest profound :—[Eb,

The text was from Matthew 1, 28:
“ And they shall eall his name Em-
manuel ;7 which, being interpreted.
is God with us.

The bishop began Ly saying :

“That spivitasl and gracions pro-
cossos are fitly illosteated by facts
in the natural world.  Thus our Sa-
vior [ununumud his great doctrines
of eternal life, and of personal reli-
gion, and then turned to the world
for a commoentary. Under lis teuch-
ings ratnre bocame an illuminoted
minsnl, lettered by the tities of the
field, d penciled with liaes that
Ju!m-‘d through the leaves of Olivet
The wild birds in theie flight, bore
upward  the lesson of Provideuce,
nud the significancs of the kmgdum
of heaven Wik conthined in u mus-
turd soed, So, oh this day we may
follow his Mudtrions example. Iy
the workings of Providence for the
acontpplishment of soue gre at e d,
Gop 15 seveEr I8 MAsti.  Huste is ov-
idonce of weakness, and of a cone
weions want of power,  Far downin
the wnfathomed depths of oceau, are
innumerable insects—the polypi—
silently st work building lllL‘ cural
reefs, from which, in process of time,
ilamds and continents arise, coversd
with uodding forests, and adorned
with tropical fruits, with God,
in His ways of providence und grce,
An ocminent Baglish writer has said:
CThe wills of God grind slowly, but
grind excoedingly fne’  With Him

“a thousand ars are as o day)
’ which He carrics on
s woik are at oneo simple and
wighty, The numberless streams,

dning waters come dancing |
wides of the Rocky Moun-
transpart o vast qanotity of
—tl mutori to bridge the
The process slow, bt
v with morale.  The christ-
Christ wan in eternity ; en
God hung the world on nothing, or
the sons of Gud shouted for joy.' A
g time alapsed eve the Messial
came, but during that Jong period
God wan proparing the proof of His
sm's incarnation, \\'hivi at length
shone in gloey around the lrow of
Salem’s penceful king,

The kistory of the elivreh cluarly
proves that God appoints agents to
work out some groat problem of His
providener, and at the chosen time
those agents appoar on the stage
life. This s God's method,  In the
darkest hour of Jowish history the
Lord raised up Moses, who worked
out the great question of Hebrew
caancipution.  The work wos at-
tended with difficulties, bat difficul
tien aro  inseparable frow great
schicvamunts.  This is o dark day

tains,

s

In o tional history, and many
Moy O former days were better
th Sach look upon the

dark anlu of the pieture ; bot T pre-
fer to look upon its hr|gh& side. The
worlil today is better than ever be-
fore, and the sun of to<dny shiues
upon u better world than yesterday.
Sometimes things trouble us, and
e our fears for the safety of the
church,  Wo are like the man who,
standing on the banks of the Missis-
nippi, sees near the shore o suwyeor
or mnag, and as the waters dush
against it, and then recede, doclares
that ho ocurrent ix flowing up
strean. Bt let him look ot inty
tho middlo of the stream, and there
e will behold the mnghtv river
sweeping on to the sea. So with
locwf Calamitios befall us ; bad
1kn rise up and :lummhmjuty and
our fours are alarmed ; but remem-
bor God i at the helm, and at the
st time His chosen agents will
appear.  Mosen has  often been
ised for tiis unselfish choice, and
his be §x worthy ; but there are
not a fow in this, and iu every Chris-
ﬁll congrogation, who, were it put
0 to chovse between Christ
ldlohnmmnd would not hesitate
for o nwuuml and would ery ont
y ‘ . Ol:lmmu')‘wlun ?ug
‘l‘h‘ n l. follow. oses  ha
Mﬁu‘b\n was not ldul;:;lul"ll isud
’lﬂlﬁi trinmphed. should liks
no:u. forin his death
ﬁln ll lnlu.h df the mioral sublime,

took bim up to tho heights of
where fram his saw

ne unto the titmos
the land of promi tho nitmost
ooa,! M then kissed his sonl

Be dlod \he highlands of
wlong the track of

t‘:‘ﬂ h ln
(zku]s niulug up Wﬂl(un

egotten son” who, when born
called * Emmanuel—God with
Mauy mmphm that Christ’s

was

divinity 1 o *big mystor but
mysterien do not aduit of dugreos
of comparivon. When the muovine

I3 orderod to cast the lead, nnd whou
e can’t  touch bottom, he doss not
W ulmu-l bottom,” but replies ‘no
bottam, sir’ So with the angols ;
thoy do not stumblo at things in-

comprehensible, but coy out, O, the
doptly,’ and leave the matter there
Itin sometimes said that * linan

souls were not worth this monifest-
ation of divinity." Bot ft were in-
possible to form an adequate idea of
the value of & human sonl.  Were it
possible for ug (0 orcct seales of
sufliciont proportions to hold the
univesss in one wide, und u deatly-
less human spivit o the other i
the world would “kick the boam *

one v.-ml would uul\\'(-igln the uni-
vorse ! 1love to wed o child open
its gront wonderinge s, w0 full
thought. And how nfl- n do eh
dren cometo us with their greent
questions, \\'hiclu wecnn't unswer,
and we say: “‘Ruu away, little
ones, gr.nulp.\p.un sy now.' S we
children of larger growth can't got
GUT GueAtions el satisfactos
rily, Yet, shall we yojoct the fact
of Christ's divinity, bocauso it is o
mystery 7 Nay, 1ot us rather aecept
the fuct confivmed by all history,
both socularand sacred, that G
raises up men o sccoplish the

=

anhs

lofty purposes of His will, and that
in harmony  thersswith Jesns Christ
cume into the world to work out the

great problomof human redemption.
-
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CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL.
At Marine (Freedmon's) Hospital,

The cwployees, urpliany, and cone
valescents, uumboring  about four
hundred, sat down in the large hos-
pital dining roow, which was ap-
l.rnpnulvlv dococated for the veca-
sion, to s most substantinl Christmas
dinner.  Swrgeonsn-chnrge De D
Muckuy, presiding, exeentivo offfeer
). W AL Gray, coupier.  After o
most fervont graoce by Goorge Swith,
of the blind patien s, their
hiuppy lhuukl'ul hearts  mnde the
ikin ring' by sing that soul
doxo y b s Godd from
whot all blessings ll--w “and when
200l cheer on the fostive bonrd

one

mIAIII"

n duly disposcd of, the ol

g progromme was earried out

in the most recherche style : Open-
ing nddress by DesD, Mackay; song

“Awerica,” by the compuny stauds
ing, followed by an eloquent speech
by Dy, W, I Gray, in which he
statod that the meeting wos typical
of the progress our country  had
made toward o grand and  paret
civilization, finishing his address b
the recitation  of  Longfelloy
“Building of the Ship of Stote
Then the children sang “No Slave
Boneath the S v Flug,” followed

by a regitation from Muster Alphor
Suith, " Work While You Work."™ At
this stago thy Rov. M John Jow
respotided toa call from the chair;

and in st appropriate Iy
oxpressod his most hearfoly «
tion at the seene before him
Burns, tho wardmastor ol the
pital, then  sang most afficlin
“Bonnie Jean After o >ln\~||
from Dy, Horshey, the ohildron sung
“The Home Beyond the . Tide,” fol-
ln\\nl by u most apropos recitation,
" by Master Gilbert
o The mateon of the or-
phan asyluw, Mrs, I M. Roberts
then spoke of the glorions Stuy
Spangled Banner which floated over
their heads, depicting tho suffor
ings and sucrifices our forefuthers
had made, and urging them by every
not of their lives to presorve its
encutoheon  fovever  untarnished,
onding by pl(ipunmg thireo choors
for the “Brave Old Flag," which
were given und repeated with all
the hearty vim that four bundeed
throats could give. Then followed
a few remnrks from Miss Sumpson,
teachier of the orphian’s school, whose
labars in trsining the childeen can
not bo tou highly estimated. A ce-
citation was then given by Miss
Rosettn  Parlyte,  The chairman
then sald that this country owed
more to old John Brown, than tu
any or all of her logion of patriots,
for he it was who set tho ball roll-
ing which hus erushed slavery for-
overy.  The company standing then
sang the “John Brown” chorus, tha
whole terminating with “Auld Lang
when as happy a ecrowd ns
wvor partook of & “erinlumi feast”
sepuratod with many wishos
“Thus mmn(qplu.‘
Later in the evening *Santa
Clans” cwme in loaded down with
presenta for tho children.  Alto-

atisfue-
M

liberality of those who donated to
produce the sbove result.

Cowrexarioy.—It has
od that

gthor there conld’ havdly be con- | Pesier L m:“‘.‘:‘; .;‘I:':"D:"_"\ Military
ceived a more happy Christmas thon | gy, ... - ORaA Beeest .y
that cnjoyed by all st the United and NEW ORLHANS.

States Marine Hospital, and the LEA & rExmiNe

officers return many thanks for the aeausaTen
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