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1C SPEECHES ON THE OCCASION.

NUMBER 261
interpret the constitution to suit themselves, 
and when liberty no longer meant slavery, 
they all at once determined to burst up the 
hated government and make a new one. 
Now, ft is well enough for our disloyal

emment
fractory conduct which might in the end 
secure a result which their arms failed to 
accomplish. (Great applause.)

me” fj*KU?S thvTuscfl W love, trut the one the whole people in the stability andthey tried to break up. It is the same gov- .1 -- —------J
emment against which they fought, and the 

istitution which provides the death__ 1 provides t
penalty tor treason. (Applause.)

Now, why this complaint and resistance 
of the manifest will of the nation? By what

haloes' Institute and its immediate 
was last evening the scene of a 

nijeence seldom witnessed in New Or- 
, For the assembling together of the 
people oi Louisiana is a magnificent 
iy. Long before the hour announced 
e opening of the meeting the masses 
i Is centre In and around that build- 
rendered sacred by the blood of the 
yre of the ever-memorable July thir- 
1866.
inhere ef the various ward clubs ap- 
gted with music and banners, strong 

d sinewy limbs, nerved by patriot- 
D perform their whole duty in the cam- 
p which has now fully commenced, 

the rights of the people from 
, to circumference of the United 
' Ui be secured.
ill was generously decorated, with 
Sag hung across it* centre, and dis- 
in every part. Portraits of Lin- 

GrantJ graced the hall. On the 
in were a large n umber of trans- 

Among those borne in proees- 
8j the third ward clnb were : “War- 
' and Dana,’' “Oar Trust in Carpet 

Other transparencies were: “War- 
Dnan, the People’s candidates,”

I si all Mon Secured Under the 
Hay is Ours.” V 

iting was opened with prayer by 
Turner, of St. James chapel, who 

to the evidences on every side of 
beneficent blessings.
;ers, chairman of the committee 

at the conclusion of the 
nominated as president the Hon, 

id, and the following, together 
'ards of three hundred others 
isnts at large from the wards and 

parishes :
raw s at laegv.

_ Jtice Hyman, Judge R. B. Howell, 
if, H. Doretl, Judge W. W. Howe,
1. W. F. Bisbee, J adge Guy Dnplantier 
E K. Bel den, Judge E. Gifford,
----- Judge Josiah Fisk,

, Hon. 8. F. Jonbert, 
hBtaes, Hod. A. Mary,
UP. SalMvan, Hon. John B. Clay,
“ ' ael Hahn, Hon. Edmund Flood, 

Bay, Hon. B. Thezan,
Lewis Lombard, 

Woodruff, D. B. Mscaxty,
, HomBsvidWilsoii, 

rath worth, JLH. McKee,

8.'Pinch- Hon. B. H.Tsabelle, 
Hon. A. Bertonneau, 

nscigneur.Hou. O. C. Blandin, 
Cromwell, Hon. David Douglas s,
, Isabelle, Hon. C. B. H. Duples- 
Mastlcot, sis.
on Moses, Hon. Jno. L. Davies, 

lid, CoL J. P. Becker,
id, Col. Bimen Jones,

t Young, Col. G. E. Ysrrington,
E- Pardee, Col. C. Dillingham,
Campbell, W. R, Fisb,

Henry Train,
hie, Cant. J. A. Rayual,
' Msj. J. H. Copeland,

lley, Mm. E. E. Adams,
■

Jacob Hareinger,
E. T. Haskell,

u, Louis D. Larrleu,
ten Venn, Cspt. W, G. McCon- 

1 Davis, neU,
Capt. Jos. Follira, 
Oapt. J. B. Armstrong, 
Capt. H. Styles,
Capt. Alctde Lewis,
Dr. John White,

.___ _ Dr. W. Pembertoo,
hH.Utanmon.Thsa. Lynne, 
i And live hundred others.

were eeereiariee: F. G. 
plain L. A. Snaer, William H.
IR, Hubert, and A. Rougelot.

on taking the chair, 
r and appropriate address, 

be had an opportunity te Intro- 
I Mxt speaker, the seventh, eighth, 

ward olubs name In 
, and transparencies, among the 
lea which were these: “ Union

Rale.” “Ho Rebels Need

»t speaker introdused by the 
ht was Hen. H. C. Warmoth. the 

tot governor, whose 
) report, at follows : 
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> to-night cenvlnces me that 
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1 they declared that a loyal
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ft this state.

‘ I you feel with me that our ob-
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ss, the legislative power of the 
made Ike object tof especial
............What has congress

condemnation of 
'kto ourse their

,  thing. 
ared  ̂in war,
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precedent do they claim the right to criti­
cise and condemn the terms imposed by the 
government when they unconditionally sur­
rendered to the power they could not whip? 
1 claim that the government might justly 
have executed the leaders of the rebellion; 
exported 25,000 others, confiscated sufficient 
property to have paid the national debt, and 
disfranchised all remaining from voting or 
holding any office of trust or profit.

And upon no other principle can we 
excuse ourselves for not having recognized 
the independence of the confederacy. For 
if their cause was just, ours was UDjust. 
But if our cause was just, if we were right 
in marching armies against them and de­
stroying their people and overrunning their 
country, then tne government had the 
right to punish them, indemnify the pas*,
and secure the future. (Applause.) Some 
rebel listening will denounce this sentiment. 
Let me askliim was it right for Beaure-

* give them.
S T ,

gard to urge the passage of a law by the 
confederate congress for the execution of 
all abolitionists ? Was it right for the con­
federate government to confiscate all the 
debts of Southern merchants to Northern 
creditors? Was it right to drive citizens 
from their homes and exile them from their
p u b tT c ^ ^ f  i t r i g i - r<i-l07al to rer
for their loyalty, s ________
was done in Texas, because they loved their

and whose wicked inspiration led them to 
the most damnable excesses, what kind of 
punishment would be justifiable in an in­
nocent and outraged goverhihent? (Ap­
plause. )

I do not refer to this course with a view 
to urge retaliation, or even to suggest it, 
but to bring to your comprehension the 
course whieh the government might justly 
have pursued—in order to show its magna- 
' mity and concession.
And now what has the government done 

which should not be welcomed by every 
rebel and applauded by every loyalist for 
its magnanimity?

8how me a single case where a rebel has 
been executed for his offense ? Show me a 

le case of expatriation ? Out of half a 
ion traitors, with all of their chieftains 

captured, who in addition to the crime of 
treason were guilty of breaking their most 
solemn oaths, nbt one has been punished 
capitally or by imprisonment. The govern­
ment has executed none. It has exported 
none. It has confiscated no property since 
the termination of hostilities. • It has per-

amntly disfranchised none, and the few
ousands who have been proscribed from 

holding office are promised removal of disa­
bility when they give evidence of future 
good behavior.

What terms could hava been expected or 
hoped lor milder than those contained in the 
fourteenth amendment to the constitution ? 
It gave every rebel the right to vote. Jef­
ferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, and Beaure­
gard are as much entitled to vote under it 
as Ulysses 8. Gnmt or W. T. Sherman. It 
allowed rebels to disfranchise loyal black 
men who had fought in the army, 
and only prescribed as a penalty that they 
should not have representation in congress 
for those disfranchised. And the only 
feature at all objectionable to them is the 
clause proscribing certain classes of men 
who had prostituted their offices and oaths 
to the wicked attempt to destroy the na­
tional life.

Were ever such terms proposed by the 
victor to the vanquished? Bean the pages of 
history and point to a single instance where 
such grand magnanimity has been dis­
played. Yet these terms, singular to say, 
were rejected, and wiih such accompanying 
legislation as aroused the people and 
brought the nation to its feet. The same 
wicked and perverse spirit which instigated 
and animated the rebellion rose up again 
under the encouragement of President 
Johnson, send manifested tie determination 
to destroy the friends of the country or 
drive them from Southern soil. The wicked 
and infamous enactments in relation to

through­
out the South, with the assassinations, mur­
ders, and massacres, encouraged and pro­
tected by the officers sworn to execute the 
law, eimibKed the error of congress and 
showed the people of the country that there 
could be no loyal governments, no protec­
tion for loyal men unless every citizen was 
armed with the ballot box. (Great applause.)

And when congress declared the great 
principle that all loyal men should have an 
equal voice in the government of the coun­
try it sounded the key note of the constitu­
tion it sang the song of Republicanism. 
Anything less than universal suffrage would 
have been a wanton and wicked betrayal of 
k*ul thousands, and a barter of the rights 
cf four millions of loyal people to conciliate 
a wicked and contumacious foe. (Ap­
plause.)

The acts of congress on reconstruction 
simply, embody this principle, and our con­
stitution. almost completed by the conven­
tion, will soon be submitted to us for our 
ratification. It will, no doubt, have defects, 
and we will wish that many things in it 
were different; but, as a whole, I have no 
doubt but it will receive the general ap­
proval. Our grand objeet is to get our state 
back into its proper place in the Union. 
We want the light of our republic’s sun. We 
want to feel the influence of home friends. 
We want our interests considered, and aid 
in the work of the general welfare. In the 
Unffcn, With the rights Of all the people 
secured in the bulwarks of our constitution, 
with a free press and free speech, we know 
that any reform we may fina necessary will 
be easy to attain. The great, paramount 
object now to be attained is the establish*

cess of the government. Iu it every man 
will have his pride, and enjoy the proud 
satisfaction of knowing that this is his 
country and its blessings are for him and 
his when he is no more. ‘

It is accessary, J nst, and expedient, be­
cause in this great government of ours we 
®fa8t of the freedom and liberty of our peo- 
P|e- We have thrown the worn out theories 
of the past to the winds. We have left our 
base of supplies and started for the broad 
blue ocean of universal liberty. For nearly 
a century we have resisted the combinations 
of the old world, and whippedfin every bat­
tle their powerful armies. We have, even 
with the inconsistencies of our theory and 
practice, prospered as no people ever pros­
pered. we have produced more, consumed 
more, settled more territory, eDjojed more 
liberty, marshaled more men for battle, 
gained more victories, enfranchised more 
citizens, and accomplished more grand 
results than any nation now in existence. 
(Great applause.)

Itisjust^for God created all men equal, 
and endowed them with inalienable rigtns, 
and said to us to do unto others as we would 
have others do unto us; it is necessary, for 
injustice to our fellow-man has cost us a 
million of men and billions of treasure. It 
is expedient, for it settles the question, stops 
agitation, and leaves us toother great fields 
of reform and enterprise. It checks the ag- 

. .-.a maIlt and may save us from
more servile and bloody than 

ever known to history. With it there will 
be no war of races, always the result of op­
pression aid injustice.

The objection to reconstruction is con­
fined to negro suffrage. The objection to 
the ne n constitution is negro suffrage. 
They say that the negro is black, and ought 
not to vote in this country. Now wnat 
sense is there in that objection, any more 
than our objection to the color of their 
hair, the shape pf their noses, or the length 
of their lege, or their nationality. The say: 
Bnt oh, he Is a “ nigger.” Well, can’t he 
reply that they are Jews or Gentiles; and is 
there not just as much sense in disfran­
chising a man for the one reason as the 
other ? They say he is ignorant and poor, 
and unfit to exercise the right of suffrage.
I answer by asking if this is consistent with 
the ideaB of the Democratic party, or with 
the teachings of the fathers from Jefferson 
down to Buchanan ? They do not apply the 
tests of intelligence and property to white 
men. Why should they do so to colored 
men? They may say he Is poor; all the 
more is the reason why be should be in­
vested with the ballot to protect himself 

rainst the encroachments of the rich.
They say he is ignorant and does not 
uow how to vote. Were they with all their 

superior intelligence able to entrap one of 
them into their Democratic clubs last sum­
mer? Were they shrewd enough to keep 
any of them from the polls on the days of 
election, even with their blandishments, 
bribes, and intimidations ?'

I tell you, my Democraiic friends these 
people are sufficiently intelligent tofknow 
what is good for them, and that which is 
goed for them is good for the whole people 
and the country. You allow the poorest 
and most ignorant white man to vote, and 
any test applied to black men and not to 
white men Is unjust and can not prevail. 
(Great applause—cheers.)

And now, my fellow-citizens, will you 
have reconstruction under the plan pro­
posed, or will you reject this opportunity 
and trust again to the future? l ask my 
Democratic friends to pause before they 
take a step which may postpone reconstruc­
tion for one or two years longer. Do not be 
deluded with the idea advanced that if you 
can procrastinate reconstruction until the 
next Northern elections that you will be 
able to defeat general suffrage and the con­
stitutional amendment 

Let me tell you there is no power on earth 
can strip the colored men of this state of the 
right or suffrage. (Cheers and tremendous 
applause.) They are citizens; they are 
electors; and they exercise this right under 
the laws of the country. They will stand 
by their rights and maintain them firmly 
and forcibly, and will only relinquish them 
when numbers coupled with the force of 
battalions shall have stripped them of 
them:

Revolutions do not go backward, and- 
•* Freedom’s battle once begun.

B equeathed by bleeding sire to son,
Though baffled oft,
Ieeverw on.”

And as sure as the providence of God con­
tinues to smile on this people, so sure you 
never will have reconstruction for this state 
while you do pot recognize the civil and 
political equality of all men.

The late war was prosecuted for Union, 
freedom, and republicanism. With the 
Union and the constitution freedom and 
republicanism are safe. The Union secures 
us a government; the constitution secures 
us freedom and good government. Then 
let us preserve the Union and the constitu­
tion, and with the free expression of opin­
ion secured to all the people there can exist 
no evil which can not ne corrected, and no 
wrong that can not be redressed. (Ap­
plause.) Who of us can loek back upon the 
rise and progress of the great republic 
without feelings of emotion and pride? 
From a wilderness In 1600 ; skirted on the 
cast with civilization iu 1700, and only 
3,000,000 In 1776. it has grown—yee, jumped 
to 40,000,000 in 18#. From thirteen 
sparsely settled colonies we have now 
thirty-eight glorious states. Each One of 
them an empire in itself, and the aggregate 
representing more wealth, enterprise, 
capacity,, intelligence, and resources 
than any nation on the globe. 
Who is not proud of his country when he 
remembers its history, hears its eulogy from

strongest in the race Of people for freedom ? 
Let us then, my fellow-citizens, promise 
here to-night to stand by the grand republic 
and perpetuate its blessings to those who 
are yet to be. Let ns striihgle as we would 
a monster that sentiment or that element 
which would seek to lessen its power, im- 
pare its freedom, or detract from its glory. 
(Applause).

Judge Warmoth was followed by Hoc. 
W. Jasper Blackburn, a member of the 
constitutional convention, and editor of 
that able and loyal paper, the Homer 
Iliad. His speech was Excellent and elo­
quent, and we shall report it iu full. To 
attempt a synopsis would give but a faint 
idea of its merits.

General J. Hale Sypber, the Republican 
candidate for congress in the second con­
gressional district of Louisiana, was next 
introduced, and spoke as follows;

SPEECH OP GINBBAL J. H. SVPOEB.
The triumph of the national arms left the 

rebellious states disorganized and without 
constitutional state governments. The 
shock of rebellion disturbed their former 
relations with the general government, and 
there existed no le{ 
borders to re-estab.

A wise and patriotic congress, which had 
carried the nation safely thrOurh :he *Lrm 
of rebellion, elected *’ 
ganized states, and _ 
power, submitted a scheme of reconstruc­
tion by which the people of the 8outh could 
form local governments, and again resume 
their normal positions in the Union. This 
scheme was submitted in the form of an 
amendment to the constitution, the terms 
of which were the inviolability of the na­
tional debt, the repudiation of the rebel 
debt, and excluding from office a handful 
of perjured traitors. Because it failed to 
return Jeff Davis to his seat in the United 
States senate, and because it did not restore 
Robert E. Lee to his former rank in the 
army of the United States, the rebels of the 
South, upon the advice of their great cop­
perhead high priest In the presidential 
chair, reject this lenifent proposition with 
contempt, stigmatizing its authors

‘ the tyrants of a rump congressBe­
fore they had washed their hands of the 
blood of union soldiers these rebels inso­
lently demanded admission into the Union 
with all their former rights and political 
privileges.

The local governments were under 
rebel control, their legislatures enacted 
vagrant and apprentice laws equaled in 
cruelty and barbarity only by the black 
code. Union men were massacred, property 
was destroyed, and the whole Southern 
country was in a state of anarchy, yet these 
people were clamoring for their constitu­
tional rights.

The war having been fought at a terrible 
sacrifice of blooa and treasure in the name 
of liberty and union, the loyal people of the 
nation of right demanded that these princi­
ples should obtain iu the formation of new 
state governments in the South.

Impelled by the same spirit of patriotism 
and love of justice which, .characterized the 
loyal people of the nation duriDg the war, 
congress again legislated fof the people of 
the Southern states—not for the white peo­
ple, but the whole people, without distinc­
tion of race, color, or previous condition.

Under these acts the power and responsi­
bility of restoring this Southern states to the 
Union rests with the masses of the people. 
Congress said the people shall rule, and 
that is good Democratic doctrine—not the 
bogus rebel-copperhdad Democracy of this 
generation, but the “simon pure” democ­
racy of the fathers. Where under the sun 
is there a government beside our own in 
which rebels are allowed to participate? 
Where is there a country beside this that 
permits criminals indicted for high treason 
to go at large on bail? In France they 
would expiate their crime upon the guil­
lotine; iu Spain at the garrote; in England 
at the end of a rape; in Austria exile or 
imprisonment in some old fortress. But 
in America they stalk the land as if treason 
was no crime—they luxuriate in hotels and 
exhibit themselves at public places of 
amusement, they repose in the bosom of 
their lamilies and peruse tho compliment­
ary notices of their public career in rebel 
newspapers and magazines.

We do not demand the blood of any man, 
we do not demand even just punishment 
for rebels—but we do demand that, the 
rights of the black patriot and the white 
rebel shall at least be equal.

We expect to get these rights, in the, lan­
guage of the comihailding general, ‘‘under 
the civil law”—I mean the civil law just

arjMtice wIlLbe reopened, religion will re- 
to™ *o her niters, the fountains of learning 
*111 8s open, to which all classes can come 
and ‘drink freely without money and with 
out price; ’ society will bo reorganized upon 
the heels that loyalty and industry ere 
r'miCtabc; fr.!e *Peech end a free press will be among the great blessings of the new 
rp̂ " e ’ oppression will cease to be the rule 
and freedom the exception; oar citizens will 
feel their new responsibilities and assert 
their true claim to all that is high and great 
and noblo in their natures. Uader this 
«?rk of regeneration capital and Immigra- 
tion will flow into our state, unequalea in 
the past; enterprise and industry will de­
velop our Immense resources, and give ns 
an enlightened system of agriculture; our 
commerce will be expanded, our levees Will 
be rebuilt, and Louisiana will start forward 
!,«i 6 r-®£! of improvement with an energy and rapidity that will soon place her in the 
iront rank of the most prosperous stales of 
the union, when the blessings of peace and 
prosperity will have been secured to all our people.

The candidate* chosen by our nominating 
convention are known to you all. They 
need no introduction or encomiums at ray 
hands. Their high character and 
eminent services to our cause in the past 
are sufficient guarantees of their future 
conduct. The wisdom and justice of the 
convention are shown by the regard for the 
merits and claims of both races which com­
pose our party. They have selected men 
born upon free soil, never polluted by the 
foul touch of the slave owner, men whose 
first inhalation was the air of freedom, edu­
cated iu the school of liberty, and who 
present themselves for your suffrages de­
void of that bitter hatred and mean 
prejudice fostered and inculcated 
under the institution of- slavery. 
Others are chosen who are identified with 
a race held in bondage for two centuriei—a 
race which has passed through a Red sea of 
oppression, ana just escaped the tyrant’s 
grasp. These are among tho noblest of 
their race. Their honesty and integrity are 
above reproach; their attainments and ca­
pabilities are of the highest order. All are 
eminently deserving the unqualified in­
dorsement and support of our party.

We are told that our* party is divided. I 
don’t believe it. It’s a fabrication concoct­
ed in the enemy’s camp to dishearten us. 
It's news, such as we received during the 
war over the “ grapevine telegraph.” There 

always a rebel in it somewhere. In the 
contest upon which we are about to engage 
we are confronted by the same fee we 
met four years ago upon the battlefield. 
We go forth to meet him in this war of ideas 

g the same banner of liberty under 
which God gave us many glorious victories 
iu the war of blood and carnage. Is there 
a man in our midst who stood bjr that ban­
ner then who will not stand by us now ? Is 
there a man within the sound of my voice 
that held dear to his heart the principles 
for which the Union armies went ontto meot 
the enemy then who will desert his colors 

la there a man in the Republican

s a x w o  r &  or &  -D *
caw ’’he destroyed, is onr choice for presi­
dent of the United State, and we therefore 

i,Sh “l* n,UD* 07
A platform and spenken’ stud was 

erected on Dry odes street, in front of the 
Institute, from which speeches were mode 
by Mesera. Solomon Moses, J. W. Menard. 
Simon Jones, J. p. Newsbsm, Charles 
Hughes, Sandy Parker, and others. We 
publish Mr. Newshsm’e speech in lull, 
and shall endesror to make room for the 
remainder of the speeches at another time:

SPEECH O FHON. 1. t. MEW EH AH.
Mr. President and my feUow-cittzene: 

Making no pretentions to oratorical ability 
baine only a plain, unassuming gentleman 
who loves his country and his friends, and 
being advertised to address you to-night, 
without any previous preparation, I hope j on 
will overlook any disconnection of argument 
which may arise during any thing which I 
may attempt to say. A short time ago.ee 
recently that the memory remains in every 
mind, the Bouthem people in a fit of mad­
ness seceded from the general government 
without publishing the oause thereof to the 
world; and the first overt act of treason re 
verberated over the country as the guns at 
Charleston played hot shot into Fort Sam 
ter. Then men tnrned pale, and mothers, 
vnth aching hearts, pressed the youngest 
born to ther agonized breasts. Kir the first 
time the flag of our country was dragged 1 
the dust, as the smoking ruins of Somter 
fell. Then old men and a m m e m i ' 
of those who had ton 
Lexington, Monmou
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Special Dispatch to Now Means Republican.

F R O M  W A S H I N G T O N

SEEIT EXCITEMENT AT TEE CiW TU,

Arrest of General • Thomas.

STANTON IN POSSESSION OF THE WAR OFFICE.

An Impeachment Report Prepared.

THE EBPCBMCA3S UNANIMOUS.

? “dd young, descendant# 
ought at Bunkers Hill, 
outn, and Brandywine,

Washington, February 22,1868.
Secretary Stanton still retslns possession of 

the war office. He is determined to hold on 
until he is removed by lawful aathority 
consequence of the assumption by BrigariV, 
General Lorenzo Thomas, adjutant gtaerp- 
of the army, that he was acting secrê r > 
of war, and claimed possession nri ,• 
war offiee, be was arrested to-day r . t M - 
rant issued by Judge Carrier, Jri 
of the supreme court of the Distrwi.bl ». - 
iumbia. The charge against him Iff netra e-t­
ing the enforcement of the t* rmfc Jb____, ____ .. ffice

and the Cowpens, and who had nailed yon- law, and usurping the ftmeti As © j .ead 
der flag to the masthead of the old frigate l r  ir J
Constitution, upon their knees prayed God • war ^ePar r̂aent- £*« wuhse- 

** L-,~ M ““ ■ “Tpif I " fltiefltly released on bail in the sum of five
thousand dollars.

The reconstruction ©tin mittee has pre 
pared and agreed to a report for impeach­
ing President Johnson. It is nov ready te 
be presented te the house.

The Republican members of congreas 
are at last unanimous and determined. 
They will probably take immediate action 
on the report as soon as submitted to the 
house. The Democrats will, of course, 
fiUibuster; and already several plans hare 
been suggested by whieh it is hoped final 
action can be put off.

The capitol Is crowded with people to­
day, all of them more or less excited.

battle ? I don’t believe there is a man so 
dead to the duties and responsibilities of 
the hour. I don’t believe there is a soldier 
in the grand army of liberty that will dis­
honor nis cause and disgrace himself by 
being a deserter, a bolter, a disorganlzer. I 
don’t believe there is one. If there is, he 
coines from the enemy’s camp and is a spy 
in our midst, a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

All great armies have their stragglers and 
deserters, and ours is not an exception to 
the rule; they are the despised of their com­
rades and the hated of their enemies. Men 
who are not for us are against us. There 
can be no neutral ground in this contest. 
There are only two parties in Louisiana. 
One is the party of liberty and equality, the 
other of slavery and despotism. The line 
between these parties is drawn as distinctly 
as when the two armies confronted each 
other on the battlefield, one under the ban­
ner of liberty, the other under the rag of 
treason. Now, gentlemen, choose for your­
selves under which of these banners yeu 
will serve. As for myself, my mi ’ * 
up. I stand where I did four - 
under the stars and stripes, and 
stand there so long as that flag is the em­
blem of liberty and justice.

Let us reserve all our invectives and 
sharp words, and husband them into one 
mighty thunderbolt with which to smite 
our common enemy. Bristling bayonets 
pointed at our friends have no power; but 
directed against the foe they are invincible.

Bat division or not, “?re intend io fight ii 
out on this line if  it takes all summer.” 
This war of ideas is grander than a war of 
blood, and I pray that it may be bloodless 
throughout. But we must not change flags, 
for none but the stars and Btripes can ever 
triumph upon American soil. 1 want to be 
under its protecting folds, even If we are 
attacked by the ferocious animals and un­
tamed bipeds that perform at the 8t. 
Charles theatre. They belong to the species 
of hyenas and tigers. They are carnivorous

to remove the stain from the escutcheon ef 
the republic. Their prayers were answered, 
and seventy-five thousand men, all that 
could constitutionally be called out, 
marched to wipe out the stain.

When the South seceded she was in pos­
session of all the arms, and money, and of 
every national office; for one year or .more 
her sons had been drilling. The first battle 
of the war took place at Bull Run; the vic­
tory was claimed on both sides; but neither 
won the battle—the balance was even, for 
there was nothing left in cither of the 
scales. This battle shook up the dormant 
elements of the North; war was declared, 
and Abraham Lincoln was vested with un­
limited powers to conduct the war by the 
congress of the United States. Five hund­
red thousand men, from every field, and 
hill, and valley in the North, flocked to 
Washington to offer their lives as bleeding 
sacrifices upon the altar of their country. 
For eighteen months the nation acted upon 
the defensive; and thrice Mr. Lincoln offat- 
ed the 8outh terms of peace, and three 
times it was indignantly refused and 
spurned.

The South was fortified from ocean to 
ocean; and the smokfe of steamers on the 
lower Mississippi was a novelty. The 
Southern people were driven into this 
thiag bv their leaders, after they (the peo­
ple) had three times voted to remain in the 
Union. Once launched into this fearful 
vertex of secession, a madness seemed to 

them. Argument was unavailing, 
Dstulation vain.
i time the two grand armies of the

Secdnd. -D»s;pa,toli_

8TANT0N AT HIS POST.'

He i8 Yisited by General Grant.
Debate Allowed on I

and expostulation vain.
At this time the two gram 

nation lay like an immense serpent, extend­
ing between the tiro seas, and parallel 
to each other, waiting, adorned like the 
Romau ox, with the garlands of sacrifice, 
for the word onward, to march to thefr

The Vote to be Takes at Five on Moaday.

ANDY JOHNSON TROUBLED.

afthe

animal.. The tiger .ubeiats on prey. The 
hyena, leaa rapacious, la content with car­
rion. And those on 8t. Charles street had 
a anmptnoue feast upon an old carcass of an 
extinct animal once called the Democratic

down of the barriers to 
political rights. All other questions arc 
subordinate to this. (Applause.) For with 
equal suffrage wo will bare, .M payment of 
the rebel debt; no repudiation of the nation­
al obligations; no renewal of hostilities
*ae^enTWy SS
proscriptive measures; no worshiping of 
rebel heroes; bat Instaad we will have loyal 
governments, (applause) loyal H

faith. (Cheers.)
Shall the new cfttastitnUon be ratified > 

Not completed we vet know the main prin-
» W t o « T o ‘ r t  M M

universal negro suffr 
disfranchises white 
both reasons* 
thousand tvfiil 
under the new coi 
laturo is authorized to 
♦toneverlttky give svidem

The enfranchisement of the colon 
pie is just, nawwitSfc and expedient

It is lust, fir fixation without 
tation is unjust, and can only he 
In exceptional cosw'snd tor the 
reasousT It is jast to the newly

It Is necessary, bacauae four mill
, representing t 
cf ten states of t 

not, and ought not, 1

m m -

untold millions in the old world, and 
tho rapid marches it makes toward perfect 
government, a d  knows the freedom it 
vouchsafes to kit its people ? It ie to-day 
vindicated. It has been tried and found 
not wanting. Its history is the story of 
liberty and its future of the 0Pj

F flieoso and death. 
They grow and flourished Until they had 
nearly undermined the system and broken 
down the conetitution. Palliatives, and 
opiates were administered. Cordials aud 
soothing syrups were given, hut the 
disease delayed finally broke loose In all 
its fury, and nothing was left bnt amgety to 
save it, and that was surrounded with, doubt, 
for It woe toured the patient would die In 
the operation. Slavery, the enrre of the 
body politic, had sent its poisons throughout 
the system, until emaolated aud sick the 
most hopeful feared for the worst, while the 
enemies initiated their con-,,:—<:y and 
struck at its heart. But the knife was iavok- 
e«Loud the operation was performed, and the 
patient rose clear of the great disorder, and 
all the people were free, and today my 
country stands before the world vindicated 
a d  dtssnthraled, the victor ot a thousand 
battles, the hero of four wars, the advance- 
guird of ctvtttzatlon. (Tremendous ap-
-----1.> What American will say ho is not

of Ms io*|t>Bainy, whether he be

w M S fi fk *iat a vindication 
of man is our 

what derision was 
s great-charter met which says “ all men 
e created equal* by the old world? The 

,.the coarttar, Use queen,̂  the mistress,
sir weakness 
en the new 

__d the breeze
__ _____ all predicted

her evtlj meiF kings prayed tor that result. 
Bat the mariner of liberty aet his helm by 
the right, end safely and proudly she 

. toiled to hen aatteoalriy For nearly 
H ninety year. has grows stronger,

■.IVKti trials i

here to-night to indoree a d  ratify it to­
gether with the candidates chosen as the 
standard-bearere of our party, by our repre­
sentatives in the nomipatlng convention.
This is a glorious occasion.. It is the first 
ratification meeting of the Radical Repub­
lican party in Louisiana. It will not be the 
last, Andy Johnson and hie rebel satellites 
permitting. I mean thomj Wood and thun­
der fellows who meet at the St. Charles the­
atre—those chivalrlo gentlemen who wade 
In human blood up to their knees, 
and build monuments oi loyal bones.
Ours is a peace party, now tint 
the war is over, and may %e forever con­
tinue to cultivate those oris, until our coun­
try calls us to protect her flag against for­
eign or domestic foet*: After seven long 
years of bloodshed and civil strife we are 
now about to disunthrW'pnr state from the 
usurpation of rebel officials, and proclaim 
liberty and equal rights to all her inhab­
itants. Weare abonttolay the corner-stone 

' " "  ~ ihshall endure to
____  be founded upon
the eternal rock ot universal justice, and 
dedicated to the proportion “ that ail men 
are created equal.” .,

Its apartments 'shall be sufficiently spa- ^  _
cions to accommodate mo^pf all races and , by the wholo people the spirit of slavery is 
of all climes. Its doors shall stand open extinguished iu this country,

party.
The terrible storm of rebellion which has 

just passed over the nation was instigated 
by hostility to the sacred principles of the 
fathers, and carried on in tho name of slave­
ry. In the establishment of new govern­
ments these principles most be the fbnndo- 
tion of our new structure. They must 
never again bo called in question. Slavery, 
their antagonist, mast be torn oat by the 
-oots, and the seed must bo burned that it 
may never again disturb our national re­
pose. The question of equal rights mast be 
settled now and for all time. If It woe a 
truth in 1776 that “all men are created 
equal,” It Is no less a truth In 1868. If men 
were entitled to Hto, liberty, and the pur-

alike to white men and b» black men, to 
Northern men aids*Southern men. Under 
Its protecting roof all man shall be recog­
nized by the universal eognomen—American 
citizen. Under this constitution all the cit­
izens of our state are equal at the ballot 
box: equal la the public schools; equal in 
all the pursuits of llto, liberty, and happi­
ness. It establishes neither n white nor a 
black government, bnt secures the broadest 

! fullest rights to all the citi-llberty and the 
ms of the state*
It strikes a death 

prejudice on ooco 
merit the test of j 
universal liberty all 
white and black, 1* 
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Then our constitution sets forth no 
strange doctrine—no new principles of law. 
It is made in the light of tne declaration of 
Independence.

Mr. William Vigers, from the committee 
on resolutions, reported the following, 
wblsh wore unanimously adopted:

Iietolved. That we regprd the reconstruc­
tion measures of congress as jast and 
beneficent; we firmly believe that If prop­
erly executed they will institute and per­
petuate in this country equal rights, exact 
justice, peace, prosperity, and happiness; 
and we again pledge ourselves to stand by 
and support them*

Jtawfoed, That we believe from our ab-
lervmtiou. of the proceedings of the consii- 

HRvenUon new in session iu New 
Orleans, that the constitution it will adopt
their equal rig 
education, and

angry ocean, 
e fiat of fate hung i 
ny; no army could accomplish „ 

against the will of God. I believe that the 
shadows of God's right hand rested like a 
funeral pall upon the Southern army and

_ter a most stubborn resistance ; after
four long years of war and bloodshed ; after 
every hill and valley In the South—every 
sluggish bayou and river; every mansion 
house and little hamlet, and the very moun­
tains to their pine clad summits, and even 
the great ocean Itself—had been encarna- 
dlned as an ensanguined sea of blood, where 
brother fighting against brother found s 
namelesc sepulchre, the whole of the 
Southern armies surrendered ; the hand of 
good fellowship was extended to them; the 
post was not alluded to; Union men were 
turned out of office and tho returned con­
federate was commissioned. The former 
beautiful South might then have 
been made to blossom like the rose. But 
here is where the mistake was mads; 
persecutions, legal murders, abase of loyal 
men.white and black, was the doctrine prac­
ticed. Patrols were established, arms Is 
the hands ef loyal men were seized, men 
were driven from homo without pay, in the 
midst of winter. The courts refused ne a 
fair trial. Class legislation, negro appren­
ticeship laws took the place of the black 
code which had been abolished, and In Loui­
siana the reconstruction policy of Andrew 
Johnson finally culminated in tho whole­
sale murder of the members of the conven­
tion on the 30th July, 1866, Itthen became 
necessary for the congress of the United 
States to pass some act securing to the J—’ 
people of the Bonth
fdMorohjIMS’. enttuS the military recon­
struction policy of congress, wherein they 
declared that no adequate protection of llto, 
liberty, or property exists, etc. The consti­
tutional convention now tnaooolonin this 
city, and which will adjourn in a day or 
two, Is the creature of this bill, and under 
its provisions and in accordance with its 
meaning they will submit to you for your 
votes at the coming election the new consti­
tution, which, I assure you, Is the proudest 
monument ever erected to maintain the lib­
erties of oil mon. Its ooiossal proportions 
have arisen slowly. We had to consider the- 
poet, present, and future, and have had 
every opposition to combat in making it. 
That it Is the noblest charter ol liberties; 
which ever emanated from any legislative 
body, or which was over oabmitted to any 
people for their ratification, you have, ray 
fellow-citizens, to fccl proud of the Mack 
and tan convention. Lot our political ene­
mies hurl their thundering anathemas upon 
it and the constitution; you can congratu­
late yourselves that the convention has 
been the means of sifting your friends from 
your enemies, for each man has mode his 
record there. j

This new constitution will tolM US hM*. 
into the Union ~ MN— *

Washington, February ?2, tt«.-
Secretary Stanton slept in the War offiee 

last night. General Grant is with him to- 
day.

The house hss agreed to the proposltiaB 
to allow debate on impeachment until ffys- 
o'clock on Monday, when the final role 
will be taken.

Every Republican member of the house 
who is present in Washington favors im- 

ihment.
resident Johnson is greatly troubled. 

Ho begins to realize probably the difficul­
ties before him, wkioh hove been brought 
upon him by listening to the advice of bod, 
counselors.

F l t O M  W A S H I N G T O N

TEE PROCEEDINGS OF 00IGBS8&

The Impeachment Question:

TOTE TO BE TAKEN ON MONDAY.

The Resolution Certain te Pms.

EXCITING SCENE IN THE WAR OFFICE,

PROCEEDINGS OF SOUTHERN CONVENTIONS.

IHTERBSTIHG MISCELLANEOUS

UNwstohM to the AsmbMO Pna.)

. Washumton, February 2i-Ssnato.-MO
b » niSvt-lfr?^ldriigi moved thsta.lt wis 
Washington’s birthday that WashiagtoBra

decision of the choir was vuststned, and ■ »
“ tSfa'dozen triviol matters were moved, 
tra«fclt objected to in retaliation, and the *—demanded.

Texas, a

’we ratify II 
.Louisiana

SaaAntonio, 7

impriaona offoaders from ona-b^Mtoeia

os it should 1

K m p S e p
Dunn, are the regular nominees of our 
party; and tor this reason, as welt as tor 
their large personal merit, mast oMaaaad 
the faithful support of all who houmUy dc 
aitettMaaeamsof onr principles, and the 

too and fostering in oar country of 
aqd liberty, of just laws and equal

contest In which we
_____contest r------------
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