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« C O X  W A Y  A N D  T H E  T K I B l 'S E . ”

L e t t e r  o f  H ob . T .  W .  C o n w a y .

Editor Republican:
I repent my expression of regret at the 

necessity of replying to the proprietor ol 
the New Orleans Tribune in such way as to 
add a wliit to misfortunes and sorrows 
already too numerous to be comfortable; 
K>ut the attack made on me by him in his 
paper of the 20th instant, added to that of 
to-day, renders it necessary that I should do 
bo. If his paper suffers from my exposition 
of his infidelity and duplicity, he must 
blame himself ?'or having provoked it.

He admits, in his paper of yesterday, that 
he ought to have published my letter on the 
day of his first article on the subject of dis
pute between us.

Reduced to plain English, this means that 
he thinks it perfectly right to violate obli
gations of confidence which gentlemen 
everywhere recognize as biuding. Sly let
ter, which I have at last forced him to pub
lish, and which he falsely said contained an 
offef te betray jiy friends into hiB hands, 
•hoii|ifihat It %as confidential. His treat- 
men |bf ft a that he cared nothing for 
that.

not this ft trarning to those who now 
thi® *it)' any confidential verbal or 

communications? It would seem 
Idoes not deny any of my statements 

regard h  the uBiuess obligations which 
illy, and which he violated 

« m b did his obligations of con-

k2T to another door. Within 
■ h-. s stated that he regretted 

iy ed my proposition; within 
he h s said that if the party to 

which he claim* to belong did not nominate 
bis cand-SSl for office he would break 
that party to pieces with his money, if he 
could not do it with his political influence; 
within ninety days he has said that if War- 
moth was nominated by the party for the 
office of governor, he would run for 
that office himself, and that he
would beat Warmoth if he had to join 
hands with the conservatives. Within 
ninety days he has said that “he would 
rather join hands with the old white citizens 
of New Orleans than with the Republicans 
headed by Judge Warmoth.” Within nine
ty days he has said that “he did not lire 
this country; that he preferred Prance, and 
that when he succeeded (succeeded in mak
ing a fortune) he would leave this horrible 
country, and go to France, where he would 
educate his children as he was edu
cated.” Within ninety days he said 
“he preferred a monarchical to a repub
lican government.” Within ninety dpys he 
eaid “he had no confidence in white men 
coming from the North.” By this, it is fair 
to presume, he intended to convey the im
pression that he had confidence in white 
men of the 8outh. Is this man to be trusted 
as a Republican ? Is he to be considered 
true to the interests of the Radical party in 
Louisiana ? Is he not working merely to 
make a fortune and then leave the republic 
in disgust to secure a residence under 
the greatest enemy of liberty on the face of 
the earth ? Has he ever done a single gen 
erous act, unmixed with greed for gain, 
which aimed at the success of any good 
cause ? Has he ever printed a line for any 
Republican club ©r any other party organ
ization for which he has not exacted pay in 
advance 9

And this man talks of others loving 
money! “ Those who live iu glasshouses 
should not throw stones.”

The creole population, and the entire Re
publican family of Louisiana have at last 
found him out, and have resolved to avoid 
the yoke with which he would bind them.

He says that: “ Certain men would never 
have been iu the ranks of the Radical party 
were it not for the money.” That’s so. And 
1 say, “Certain men mean to go to France 
wfien they get money enough.” That’s so 
too. He intimates that “certain men” 
mean to get money “by riding over the 
colored man’s back.” He judges others by 
ldmself.

Thus far, since the colored men have par
ticipated in political organizations and 
movements, he has taken care to
acuure ml the iuvinj CGulfl
raise for political purposes. Has he ever 
given a picayune to aid them in their stu
pendous struggle against oppression and op
pressors? Never. He acts on' the old 
adage, “Get what you can, and keep what 
you get.”

Lest some of the Republicans of Louisiana 
should not know the name of the gentleman 
to whom* I allude, who is the editor 
and proprietor of the Tribune, I will 
mention his name; it is Dr. L. C. Rouda- 
nez. THOMAS W. CONWAY.

The Houston T&egraph is enlarged.
The Mississippi constitutional convention 

now holds morning, noon, and night ses-

A terrific hail storm twenty-five miles 
above Bryan, Texas, on the 18th instant.

Postmaster General Randall tried to per
suade the Washington city postmaster to 
send the war office mail to General Thomas 
and not to Secretary SUaton. Postmaster 
Bowen would not be persuaded.

Boutwell’s eulogy of Grant, Sherman, 
and Thomas in his impeachment speech 
Monday creates profound sensation.

Mrs. Cobb, the famous pardon brokers®, 
after the impeachment resolution passed 
the house Monday, said with a 
nigh: “ So the poor ota mao
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; and  F e l l o w  C it iz e n s :R ipcblican  Frik 
The right peaceably to assemble and 

freely interchange views in regard to a 
common destiny has ever been the boast el 
American citizenship, and it is for this pur
pose that we as freemen have met together 
i. j3ut can we resist the reeollec-to-night. But can we resist me reu u i l o 
tion that the lapse of time has been briel 
since the day dawned upon the free ever 
cise of this right in the “land we love’-  
the glorious, smiling, sunny South ? Let 
us no:, however, dwell too sadly upon the 
past, but proceed to enjoy the present, and 
build for the future.

My friends, is there a man now before 
me among all this great “sea of upturned 
faces,” ot every hue, who can lay his hand 
upon his “naked left breast” and feel the 
throbbing pulsations of his quickening 
heart aud then turn his face to heaven and 
tail to thank the God of mercy and of all 
goodness that he is an inhabitant, a citizen, 
of the land of Columbia, the laud of 
Washington, the land of freedom? And 
does not his warm and gushing blood 
course with increased and accel- 
lerated quickness as ho calls to mind 
the living, gh-ddeuiag truth, that wo are 
now just treading upon the sacred altars ot 
a new liberty and a new civilization which 
Khali soon far eclipse, not only the past of 
our own history, but all the history of the 
civilized world ? For whereas, my friends, 
the blot, the withering curse of slavery 
has heretofore, until recently, bedimmed 
the otherwise comely brilliancy of Ameri
can statesmanship, and marred the other
wise glorious pages©!' our country’s record, 
it is now no longer so, but henceforth the 
soil of America is to be, as it should ever 
have been, in fact and in truth, the “ Land 
of the free, and the home of the brave.” 
Does not this thought make your heart 
throb with joy and gladness, and with in
creased awe and veneration toward the 
God of love ? No longer can any slave 
tread the soil ol America, dedicated anew 
as it is to freedom, and baptized afresh in 
the blood ot the martyrs of . liberty. Let 
this fact be recorded here to-night; let it 
be “printed in a oook,” and “graven with 
an iron pen and lead in the rook forever,” 
as the spirit oi the immortal Washington on 
whose birthday we are assembled, looks 
down frem the jeweled walks of Heaven 
and blesses the record.

This much, fellow citizens, by w ay of 
generality. Now you must bear with me, 
it I seem’somewhat, slow and tedious ; for 
I design that what I say here to-night shall 
be printed, and I desire that it shall ap
pear just as I deliver it, and I ask, respect
fully, that no reporter will misrepresent 
me or change what I say, unless it be for 
the better, in style oi expression.

iWe have tnet, my lriends, to ratify thtf 
Radical Republican nominations for state 
officers at the ensiling election. Let us 
3ee how the land lies. Of course we will 
pass resolutions ratifying and heartily in
dorsing every regular nominee on the state 
ticket. That is easily done, and will not 
take long. Bat the thing for us to do is to 
meet our enemies and defeat them ; and as 
a skillful general will first try to ascertain 
the strength of his enemy, and next his 
plans of operation, let us, in like raauner, 
look to this in a political sense, and inquire 
into the purposes of our adversaries, and 
scan their meanB of accomplishment.

1 lay it down, then, as a starting point, 
and as a proposition which can not be 
successfully met and refuted, that the main 
purpose ot onr enemy is to defeat the 
present plan ot reconstruction, and thus 
destroy the political power of the true 
friends of the national government as 
against the exploded theory of state sov
ereignty; and that the main w'eapon to be 
used in the accomplishment of this pur
pose is the hypocritical htie and cry of love 
for the Union, and concern for the welfare 
of the so-called negro. And as there are 
many other speakers present to address 
you, I will devote time specially to my 
own immediate section—the fifth congres
sional district. For data I will look to the 
public press there as an indication of 
what may be termed a rotten, though a 
predominating,M public sentiment,” among 
that class known as enfranchised rebels.

First in this line I will quote from the 
organ of the so-called Conservative Demo
cracy in my own town and parish— 
a paper which eulogizes those who 
pander to treason, and vilifler the friends 
of liberty. A scion of played out chivalry 
just retiring from the editorial tripod of this 
journal indulges in the following strain:

He gives this, among other reasons, for 
selling out his interest in the paper, viz;

Finding, too, that the so-called convention 
would not prevent our continuing to prac
tice law, we concluded to sell out to those 
who had more time and money than we,”
etc.

Bo you see how be appreciates our len
iency in allowing him to practice law, for 
be is a sort of a lawyer; bat you may see 
more plainly his sense of gratitude from 
some other sentiments in his valedictory2. 
He proceeds as follows :

“As for ourself, we think the strong arm 
of an emperor will soon be required to 
govern the nation.” * • •
“We verily believe the leaders of the Rad
icals would, and will, force another war, 
rather than fail to cram down onr throats 
the hellish reconstruction bill of congress,” 
etc. * • • • * *
“One more civif war, and farewell to de
mocracy and republicanism. The para
lyzed, oppr^sed, robbed, insulted, heart-Mjw*, luuucu, lusuucu
broken South, God blew her I ” etc.
“We are passing through the different 
stages of nations! existence more rapidly 
and on a grander scale than other nations, 
It may be, but their history will be our his
tory. .Republicanism must glee place to 
monarchy in a few years, at most. May 
Gad speed the day! U it trill be any relii 
from the oppression and wrongs of radica 
ism and a negro equality party. We, for 
one, are ready to fight again at any mo

lt, if the battle cry Is sonnded against 
party now in power in congress.”

J 5 T r  you can plainly see that this ex-

Generai Sheridan's sister. Mm." W 
rho was a great favorite with him, d 

r county, Ohio, last week.

is mad, and that too wltbont any 
is mad because the rebellion failed 

» the former slaves are now free, 
retiring gentleman’s suc- 

0. Hill, a real live
»immaculate and never to be 
»HiU,*f GeeGeorgia; but as Ben 

is said to carry all ib. brains oi the family, 
the honor of carrying ail the midriff is by 

- Allen. Bat
rinb?s7wayf! 
"*• a raving!

I * very clever 
smarter

‘ All means by designing men to git 
* e Afriplace and power to the African race, 

or equal to our own blood and kindred, 
will be opposed with all the vim with 
w hich we are possessed.

“ We submit to the powers that be, the 
emancipation of the negro, but will not 
withhold our honest conviction, that the 
negro was created for a slave, constructed 
socially, physically, aud morally by God 
himself for slavery, and netbing else. 
That he, in duo time, will return to bis 
natural state by the hand of Providence, 
either by the virtue of a true constitu
tional government, or by the mean, 
cowardly measure of a military radical 
despotism.

“ We shall fight against negro equality 
(except with themselves and their asso
ciates), as unnatural—impossible—debas
ing to the white man, and unkind to the 
negro.’’

North as well as South, together; and in 
view of our helpless condition, we therefore 
earnestly appeal to the conservative senti
ment of the North to rescue the reins of 
government from hands so willfully in
clined, and to give ns back “ the constitu
tion as it is and the Union as it was.”

Another platitude, you see, and a con
temptible quibble to deceive, or an ignor
ant ebullition of nonsense.

But he proceeds further: Listen, my 
colored friends, and prepare to admire the 
high toned and well cultivated generosity 
of this very refined conservative Demo
cratic party—a party upon whose support 
those who oppose our ticket mainly if in
deed not solely rely. Listen :

“We oppose negro suffrage, because 
this is a trust, not a right, and not to be 
placed in the hands cf a baboon or a fool, 
and the white man who advocates this 
doctrine is untrue to himself, false to his 
country, a deceiver of the negro, and 
barter s away his own liberty for a lew short 
days of promotion through the vote of 
these poor unfortunate victims.

“ We can not consent to negro rule. Bom 
a slave, by natere a fool, educated alone in 
blind imitation, he can not make laws to 
control the white race. This is too much 
for the American mind.”

That is all very fine, and I know you 
will not fail to appreciate it properly. But 
there is more yet of the same sort in the 
same paper. 1 lied in its classic columns a 
numerously signed call for a public meet
ing, the main object and purpose of which 
is thus candidly expressed;

The citizens of the parish of Claiborne 
are respectfully aud earnestly solicited to 
attend a mass meeting in the town of Ho- 

, on Saturday, the 15th ot February 
next. The object of this meeting is to take 
into consideration and devise the best and 
most expeditious method of defeating the 
ratification of the negro radical constitu
tion, which will soon be submitted to the 
people of Louisiana for their action 
thereon.”

Modest again, obiI quite as honest! They 
can new see “ ruin, anarchy, and a 
hopeless dissolution,” etc., in a loyal re
construction of the government, but no such 
fruits were visible t© them in the “infa
mous rebellion” from the shambles of 
which they have so recently emerged like 
vanity shorn of its jewels. And now 
they want the “ Union as it was,” including 
slavery I Of course they do; but thank 
God, they will never get it. Never !

“ Resolved, That we desire a permanent 
peace and an early restoration to those 
rights under the constitution, from which 
we have been so long and so cunsele&Bly 
excluded, we deplore all agitation which 
shall tend to keep alive the bitter feelings 
which were engendered in the heal of 
armed contest, and which should have per
ished with the surrender of the defeated 
confederate forces ; aud we desire once 
more t© see civil law—administered by the 
best, ablest, and most vigilant champions 
of American liberty and progress—become 
the supreme arbiter between all classes of 
our people and the harbinger of prosper
ous and better days.”

Oh ! poor prodigal creatures ! Let the 
fatted calf be slain! “ So long and so 
causelessly excluded ! ” Why did they not 
••think of these things” when they were 
inaugurating a war against liberty in be
half of slavery ? Their present condition 
would be truly pitiable M ere not their pre
tensions so supremely ridiculous and con
temptible.

“Resolved, Thai as wo greatly covet 
the tranquility and prosperity of those 
states whose affairs ure administered under 
the benign influence of intelligent white 
suffrage and the harmonious concert of 
action of elective civil functionaries, we 
will, following their example, guard with 
scrupulous care the ad Mission to the privi
leges of the elective franchise of any person 
or persons not fined therefor, believing, as 
we here solemnly declare, that when such 
franchise is indiscriminately exercised, it

society, in
the ruin of every class of our people alike.”

Thus you seo this “ God and morality 
party ” is predetermined to vote against 
the forthcoming constitution whatever it 
may be.

This “ call ” then proceeds to give the 
reasons for organization :

It is essential that we should organize, 
and be prepared to meet this demon of 
râ tfialism that threatens to destroy every 
vestige of civil liberty, to annihilate 
the dearest rights and privileges of 
citizenship ; to muke you aliens and out
laws in the land of your fathers : to reduce 
you and your children to the debased con
dition of vassals; to elevate your newly- 
enfranchised slaves to the dignity of office ; 
to make you bow submissively to this un
principled and ignorant horde of Africans, 
who in their savages exultation will inflict 
upon you the most inexorable tyranny, and 
forge for you and your children new and 
more galling chains of slavery.”

Now, my friends, you all can see how 
unjust and even infamous is such language 
as this. When I look back and call to 
mind what I know, from my own personal 
observation, in regard to the long patience 
and submissive suffering of the poor, down
trodden, bleeding slave, and the heartless, 
soulless exactions of some, at least, of his 
former drivers and task-masters, my heart 
bleeds within me, while at the same time 
my soul looms up to the God of freedom in 
gratelul thankfulness, and I am tempted to 
shout aloud in renewed accents of fresh 
gladness the song of Moses, as he stood 
upon the dry and safe shores of the Red 
sea and beheld the destruction of the heart
less pursuers ! Look back even during 
the years of the late war in the South ; 
mark the conduct of the faithful and 
submissive slave to his proud and
traitorous master through those dark 
years of trial and suffering; and 
then talk to me if you caa about the 
“ savage exultation” which the African will 
ever inflict upon the white race of this 
country ! I have seen and know too much 
of these things to have less than a burning, 
withering contempt for the man or the party 
who would use such language or resort to 
such means lor political success.

I might pass from the opposition journals 
of my own town and parish—for we have 
two sneh sheets in Claiborne—to the howl
ing tory sheets of the adjacent parishes. 
For mind you, fellow citizens, there is not a 
single ioyai newspaper in ihe fiftli uuugiva- 
sional district of any long standing and 
outspoken independence except the Homer 
Iliad. And I say this neither the more n®r 
less boldly and emphatically because I am 
the proprietor and editor ot that paper. I 
am proud to be so. It stands alone in its 
glory now as in the past, battling fearlessly 
for the right againstbrnte and brutish force; 
like a lion at bay beset and snarled at by 
enraged but impotent jackals. Tbe tad 
will support your ticket, and it is the only 
paper in North Louisiana that will, and its 
editor will support your ticket on the 
stump as well as through the columns of his 
paper. I shall do so defiantly, asking of 
my adversaries no boot.

But I must quote another morsel or two 
from tbo Conservative Democratic press of 
North Louisiana—from the loyal column© 
of a channel which gives expression to the 
loyal and truly converted devotion of a 
truly repentant and loyal constituency!

I have met lately with a copy of a sheet 
called the Jackson Flag, well known to me 
before, published in the parish of Jackson, 
adjoining to Claiborne. It is edited by 
one “William Stran Custis,” who claims

That will do! There is much more of 
the same sort, in the same strain, in the 
same paper; a great whining and supplica
tion to the black man not to allow the 
carpet-baggers ami other white radicals to 
bring on a war of races, and the like. But 
the “ upheaval of society,” as a result 
of colored suffrage in the South, is 
deemed a good slopping point. It comes 
with an excellent grace from a set of “ edu
cated white men." who voted secession in 
the calm of a profound and prosperous 
peace, and thus inaugurated war, and 
veiled their country in Backcloth and ashes! 
Think you there was no “upheaval*’ there? 
Rather a “ downheaval.” I should say!

The few extracts, fellow-citizens, which 
I have quoted from the rebel press of 
North Louisiana will serve to show you the 
temper of the “loyal white masses ” with 
whom I have to deal there. And I think 
this record, brief as it is, will not seem 
very savory to the loyal sensibilities of our 
commanding general when displayed in 
plain print in noonday at the sanctuary of 
his headquarters, lie can at once see the 
temper of the people—a majority of the 
white people at least—under the recon
struction acts, which he is sworn to enforce. 
To suppose that he would wilfully aud 
knowingly uphold and encourage such a 
set of unreasonable and reckless destruc- 
tionists would be to suppose that he would 
wilfully and willingly stultify himself as a 
man and a gentleman, and blacken forever 
his bright record as a gallant chieftain in 
defense of human liberty aud constitutional 
government.

The way is before us, friends, and we 
have a great work to do; and whatever we 
find to do in the name and in behalf of loy
alty and liberty, let us do it with a will 
and in earnest. Let us not lug nor be 
afraid to assert our rights and defend our 
cause at all times aud under all circum
stances. We are in the right, and let us 
justify ourselves as the defenders of the 
right in the sight of God and just men. Our 
state ticket may not be all it should be or 
might have been, hut it is a loyal ticket

ment is restored upon a basis which will 
secure and guarantee for all time perfect 
equality of yight at the ballot box and be
fore the courts; but while we are doing 
this one great essential thing,we should also 
bear in mind the equally paramount living 
truth, as taught us by ail history, viz: That 
no free republican goverment can long 
stand if any considerable portion of the 
intelligeHce of the country are proscribed 
at the b t'lot box. and excluded from par
ticipation in the law-making department.

Nor would I see immortal and blessed 
woman longer east off' aud proscribed in 
the matter of franchise; nor in any other 
matter over which government, either civil 
or ecclesiastical, has any control or direc
tion for the amelioration of the condition 
oi mankind in common. Perhaps she 
might not want to vote; masy of them 
might refuse or fail to exercice the privi
lege if granted them; but men do the same 
thing, and the argument is aB good on the 
one hand as on the other. For myself I 
would fain see universal suffrage, regard
less alike of color and of sex, become the 
hand maid of universal freedom. At least 
I would make no general test or qualifica 
tion but love of country, as shown through 
obedience tc government. Such are my in
dividual private eentimenic publicly ex
pressed, but I do not ask my party to in
dorse them. As member of the constitu
tional convention I moved to strike out the 
word “male” in connection with the right 
or privilege of franchise. The proposi
tion was referred to the appropriate com
mittee, but no report was ever made. I 
understand the reason of this failure. I 
am thought too fast in this respect for the 
locality if not for the age in which I live. 
And it may bo true that every locality of 
this government i3 not yet prepared for 
such a display of liberality, for such a 
practical application of justice . It is a 
lamentable lact that men are too prone to 
linger in the cause of the right, and the 
living patent fact that ihey are much more 
so than women, is a plain, palpable, self- 
evident proof that they are at least no indl* 
entitled to vote. Woman, as a general 
thing, has a much keener and more accurate 
sense and perception of right, and mush 
more nerve to meet the issue than man. 
She is in every conceivable sense less sel
fish and more incorruptible than man. Her 
influence in the private and social walks of 
life is felt to a degree which alone holds the 
world back from a great retrograde into 
wreck aud ruin; and there is no good reason 
why her influence at the ballotbox and in 
the publio walks of life should be less re
deeming. I for one am quite willing to 
give her a fair and a patient trial.

Fellow-citizens, I might prolong my re
marks to greater length ; but you are stand
ing and already weary, and there are many 
others to speak after me. I will only udd, 
that I stand beforo you now, as I have ever 
stood under all circumstances aud in every 
trial, the friend of* liberty and the friend of 
humanity. Aud in regard to the great and 
much-vexed question of political and civil 
equality, I have only this to say: The
American flag, the simple and beautiful 
emblem of liberty, greatues3, and glory, is 
the flag of my country. I respect, revere, 
and even worship it. I only desire that its 
destiny shall be my destiny, and its immor
tality my immortality ; and when 1 die, the 
greatest and grandest funeral honors and 
rites I could ask would be to have it us a 
winding sheet—“ unwept, unhonored, and 
unsung.” it may be—but thus to sleep, under 
the sud cf my native land as one who 
never disgraced his name nor forfeited his 
birthright of liberty by seeking to destroy 
the country' which gave him birth and 
disrupt the government which ever fostered 
and protected him. And, my friends, the 
man who fights under that flag, and swears 
by it, and keeps his oath, is my brother and 
my friend ; and the woman, be she white or 
black, who pays her political devotions at 
its sacred shrine, will ever find in me a 
friend and protector who never knew fear.

[At the cloRe, and during the delivery 
of this address, the speaker received earnest 
and prolonged applause.]

L O I I S U X A  C O N V E N T I O N .

i a white i

.OB Of » noble ancestry. “But let that 
pan.” 1 find in his column, some resolu
tions adopted by the “while men.” so called, 
of hi. parish, second-handed from the col
umns of another tore fugleman of the same 
“echeol of mutin''—the Ouachita Telegraph- 
a certain elase of ao-eaUed white men of 
which latter paruh, it seems, first haring 
had the diatmsuished honor of adopting 
them.

I will give an extract or two:
“Resolved, That wa vlaw with feelings of 

alarm the headlong course of the radical 
party in Its efforts to subvert the constitu
tion of our father*, and to erect upoa ita 
ruius a system of government repugnant to 
the teachings of history, destructive to the 
material and political interest* of the coun
try, contrary to the will of the people, a* 
exprened at the recent elections, and rain, 
oua in every aspect to the hopes, interests, 
and ggrmanent wellhra of the American

t and sincere, as you will see! 
' ietic souls feel great 
> oily loyal party now

I to deetroy In a four yews 
liable aa well 
i souls as they

an d let us elec', it. And our constitution 
muy net be, when adopted, all that it 
should be or might have been, but then it 
will be a loyal constitntiou, and must and 
shall be ratified. Let us “be just and fear 
not.” Be^ust even to our enemies. No, 
not just to them, but mercitul. Justice 
would hang a large majority of them; but 
let us do unto them as they would not un
der like eircumnances do unto us—let 
them live. And if after all our acts of for
bearance and mercy they still slander aud 
rerile ns, let us say to them as “My Uncle 
Toby” said to theily: “Go, thing, there is 
room enough in the world lor you aud I.”

Yes, fellow-citizens, it is Dot only more 
beecnting us as Uval men and as gentle
men to be too lenieDt rather than too ex
acting toward our erring rebel neighbors, 
but it is more in accordance with that true, 
self-sacrificing spirit typified through the 
example of our ltedeemer. and which all 
men should exercise as far as is possible 
with human flesh. “ To err is human ; to 
forgiye divine." We should remember 
this: sud if we should lose in this world by 
tbe exercise of this virtue, the gain will 
await ns hereafter. And aside from all con
siderations Ruch as these, we should bear 
In mind that we have In our midst 
many noble ami generous spirits who 
favored secession at the beginning, or who 
in acme wav criminated themselves during 
the war, and are now disfranchised, but 
really at heart truly repentant, ready to aid 
in reconstructing the government in a 
proper way, aud are indeed gentlemen, 
worthy (a be trusted In all the relation* oi 
life, each men should be looked upon as 
sufficient to save the Sodtm and Gomorrah 
of the dead rebellion from a too bsrsb 
prosariptian. I, for one, am willing 
to take such men by the band, and 
work diligently for their speedy and per
manent political salvation ; and if In thus 
relieving tho truly worthy aud deserving, 
seme who are destitute of boner and are 
unworthy of such treatment are also re
lieved. then I would plead jnstifioatiop 
upon the safe and time-honored maxim that 
it is better that ninety-nine guilty ones 
should go unpunished than that oae Inno
cent party should be wrongfully dealt with.

And there Is another important fact 
which every consistent, steadfast Union 
man in the South should bear in mind 
whenever tbe subjeet of disfranchisement 
and proscription cornea up. It Is a fact 
palpable to us all—to myself at least—that 
some of the most turbulent and dangerous 
charaeters with whom we have to deal ia 
this important matter ok reconstruction are 
so-called original Union men ; me* who 
shouted for the Unioa nalll they Ibnad 
their slaves freed; hut then tamed and 
cursed not enly the day on whioh they 
were bom, bnt cursed God and damned 
the government aud their native land. 
They planted upon slavery and lost, and 
now seem determined to let their souls sink 
with their earthly hopes. Such characters 
are te be watched and shunned politically. 
They are joined to their idol—let them 
alone. Bnt the heneat confederate, whe 
fought bravely upon principle, and now

S a H a a ^ * * * * * aou
the ban of 
tion.

S e v e n ty -S e c o n d  D a y ’s P r o c e e d in g * .

Wednesday, February ID. 
The convention was called to order at 

ten o’clock. President Taliaferro in the 
chair. Fifty members present.

Minutes approved.
Mr. W. Jasper Blackburn, of Claiborne, 

called up his resolution as follows :
Whbius as, The loyal people of Louisiana, 

in accordance with the enactments of a 
loyal federal congress, have elected dele
gates to a constitutional convention for the 
purpose, as directed by the said congres
sional enactments, to frame a constitution 
and form a civil government loyal to the 
Union; and 

Whereas, The said constitutional conven
tion is now about through with its work, 
and will soon submit its constitution f©r rat
ification or rejection, with its plan of a 
civil state government loyal to the Union ; 
therefore be it 

Rssoh'Sd, by tbe cavmlifcntlonftl conven
tion of Louisiana as aforesaid, That a re
spectful but solemn protest is hereby en 
tered, in the name of a down-trodden and 
oppressed people, against the re enactment 
by military order or otherwise, ®f any 
appropriation acts of a legislature kn©wn 
to nave been hostile a * a loyal reconstruc
tion ol the government—a legislature which

pro-
priate thousands upon thousands of dollars 
to test the constitutionality ot the acta of 
congress under the authority of which this 
convention was convoked and convened; 
and more especially is a protest hereby 
most respectfully, but not the less earnestly 
entered against the forced collection of any 
taxes “ In greenbacks,*’ founded upon said 
treasonable so-called state legislation, for 
tbe purpose of paying the salaries of civil 
officers in our midst known to be hostile to 
the objects and purposes for which this 
convention was called into power by the 
loyal law-making power of a leyal nalion-

Hancock’s order, as published in the news
papers, bearing upon this subject, and 
against which I think it the especial prov
ince and bounden duty of this convention 
to protest, most respectfully bnt neverthe
less earnestly, in the name of a downtrodden 
and oppressed people—a people who, what
ever may be their political sentiments are 
personally honest, and in the main in 
dustrious, and who are already taxed, 
into the very depths of poverty and 
starvation, not only without representation 
in both state and national councils, but also 
without auy citil government which is at 
all competent to protect them efficiently in 
either “ life, liberty, or the pursuit of hap
piness,” leaving the forlorn hope of property 
entirely out of the question.

[The order of General Hancock was hero 
conned and minutely criticised by the 
speaker. ]

I do not think, however, as the Cfcmmer- 
mercial Bulletin seems to think, that this 
rder revives suspended taxes. That journal 

tays:
“The district commander orders the sus

pended taxes to be collected in federal cur
rency.”

To do this, Mr. President, would be an 
outrage too monstrous to contemplate. The 
people of my portion of ttye state—of that 
portion of the state which was within the 
c infedei ate lines during the late rebellion— 
paid their taxes promptly to the de facto 
government under which they were at that 
time compelled to live. The heart sympa
thies and loyal devotion of many of my 
people, it indeed not a large majority of 
them, were during the war, at least, with the 
national goverment and against the rebel
lion; and if they did not pay their taxes to 
the proper state authorities, it was no fault 
of tneira. It may be that there are some 
who deserve |to have to pay their taxes 
again; but there are many more who do not 
deserve nny such hardship, and I oppose 
punishing the innocent to reach the guilty 
iu this case, for the samp reason that I op
posed the disfranchisement of loyal men in 
rder to /each a few unrepentant rebels. 

Aud I oppose this back collection of taxes 
noon the further aud additional safe and

usible ground that it is not only not just
Eunish a man twice for the same offense, 
er iu the way of collecting double taxes 

or in the way ot line or imprisonment, but 
that it is equally as wrong aud erroneous in 
both a legal ami moral sense (or a state as 
for an individual to feck to take advantage 
of its own wrong. And besides being an 
outrage, in both law and morality, to at
tempt to collect back taxes from the people 
or my section of the state, it wouM prove a 
physical impossibility. The enforcement of 
such an outrage would compel the people 
to surrender what little projierty they have 
left aud leave tho state.

I repeat, I do not think the order intends 
any such thing. Ii only requires that future 
taxes and revenues shall be collected in 
“ legal tender treasury notes.”

To this the. Bulletin objects in one sense, 
and uses an argument or reason to which I 
wish to call the attention of members of this 
convention. It is this:

“ The fiscal remedy proposed by the legis
lature was tho best that could at tne moment 
be adopted. The state was not able to pay 
taxes. It would have consumed a large part 
ot the real estate of the country to enforce 
their collection. When men can not nay 
wages or rent, or buy food, how can they 
pay taxes? Therefore the fiscal policy ot 
the last legislature was the most proper. 
They proposed to use the state credit, aud 
leave the payment of the debt to a more 
prosperous future.”

I most heartily agree with all this. But, 
Mr. President, docs it fail to strike your 
recollection—can it fail to strike the recol
lection of a siugle member of this conven
tion—that tho argument or reason here 
given in defense of the action of the late 
state legislation on the subject of finance 
is the Bame precisely which 1 had the 
honor to present to the better understand
ing of this honorable body in vindication 
of the bond ordinance I introduced as the 
first plan of raising means to defray our 
expenses while framing a new state consti
tution ? No one can disremcrober this fact; 
r.or will it fail to be recollected that this 
same Bulletin newspaper, with every other 
opposition journal in the city and state, 
denied the legitimacy aud force of the 
position, and advocated and obtained in
stead the levying an immediate forced col
lection of a special tax in greenbacks.

I allude to tnis merely incidentally, tore- 
mind certain outsiders who claim to oe such 
dear friends of tho people, that their hypo
critical pretensions shall be remembered 
against them, and to keep the people re
freshed aB to who are their friends, and who 
their oppressors, and not, Mr. Presidant, to 
call up auy blame against any member of 
this convention for uny position he may 
have occupied, or which he may now oc
cupy, upon this or any other question that 
has come before us. I accord to every gen
tleman on this floor equal honesty ot pur
pose with myself upon all matters which 
come up here for our action: but I do not 
accord honesty of purpose to every intrigu
ing traitor and brawling demagogue, anil 
stump politician who vilifies and howls and 
snarls at all our acts, right or wrong. *

Now let us sec what portion and what 
specific items this order of General Hancock 
has revived in the general appropriation act 
of the last session of oui state legislature. I 
enumerate as follows, specifically, viz : 

[Here the speaker enumerated the vari
ous appropriations which are affected, by 
General Hancock’s order, and which, by h1s 
showing, amounts to an immense sum.] 

Thus it cau not fail to be seen, whatever 
good may have been intended by the order, 
that its practical workings will lead to 
something even worse than ordinary injus
tice. The matter runs intoyhbsolute farce, 
laughably if it were not so humili
ating and deplorable. Many itemB of ex
penditure ore thus renewed for which there 
is neither call nor demand, while the main 
items which should be promptly met, if 
within the reach of human possibility, are 
not enly left unprovided for, but are posi
tively prohibited. Every item of interest 
due those who have heretofore backed up 
the credit of tho state is ignored! And not 
only so, but the only currency thrown upon 
the people of the state by their own legfala- 
ture is set aside aud rendered worthless— 
absolutely repudiated, for the time being, 
at least.

or for any other purpose,
mm ”‘ifi -'esolved, That a copy of this, signed ofli- 
daily by the president of the convention, 
and duly attested by the secretary thereof, 
be for waned to the president of the senate 
of the United States, to the speaker of the 
house of representatives, and to General 
Grant.

MB. BLACKBURN'S SrEECH.

Mr. Blackburn spoke as follows:
Mr. President—I have called this matter 

up tor the purpose of giving the convention 
an opportunity of adopting or rejecting it 
without further delay; and as I was the 
first mover, I claim tne right and deem it 
my duty to forniah, in a somewhat tangible 
shape, my reasons for presenting it—the 
more especially so since a certain opposi
tion journal in this city has alluded, some
what clandestinely, to-the matter, with the. 
charge that it was intended by the conven
tion as a “malignant fling at General Han
cock.” I allude to the New Orleans Times, a 
journal which, in its indecent haste and swift 
eagerness for the ehampionship os the ad 
vioory defender of out commanding general, 
proven clearly that its editorial conductors
might, without dispute, claim the honor of 
having feathered In the same o„ ■  . ... nest with
‘Bearneld’rf Buzzard.”
Mr. President, that ihe preamble and res

olutions, as presented, and as now called 
up, were Intended to disapprove aud pro-
order No. 40,” I do not deny: but that the 
movement wan intended as a “malignant 
fling” at that gallant gentleman I deny, and 
pronounce and denounce as false.

I will how proceed as briefly as possible
matter.

ia reconstructing this govern* 
should look te the future aa well !

at fctoqao-

d aggrandizement, ©r a 
/  poSafcal triumph. \
'a* all Isuvrd see that the i

important 
classes oft

But as it isave:
one in which t

j features of General

this city. IU. notorious thatl IE 
few true Union aientuu! loyal ettlzenhh 
conferred witfl him; but be haa been h 
and besieged from the start by a set on 
long demagogues and worn-out pam
hack., who nave but little practical seiiM!leas political principle—men whom 
Hancock can not know as we know . 
against the .elfish intrigue, of whoi 
should warn and admonish him—whit, 
the same time, we protest against hiscl 
ingont any programme for their een., 
benefit, or for torturing the people ii 
their ill-tempered advice. w

But the plea may be entered that the- 
eral commanding haa acted under thed! gsw 
recommendation of the governor s? , , 
seem.. But my reply is that this doe. Z  ,eI 
the least better the matter. The govemS 
recommending sneh a policy hat L 
proven himself the dupe of de.igninvm 
or totally upon his own merits unfit fm, 
place he fill. And let me ask, in the jJ 
of all the gods at once, what use has th« 
called state of Louisiana for a civil coven 
and a lieutenant governor under our ~ 
ent despotic military rule? It i. »  
only that one may draw a .alary of 
thousand, and the other five ’ toot: 
dollars, with about aa much more aa
tingent expenses attached—which nice, 
shall, under the recommendation of 
disinterested chief civil executive, be 
in legal tender treasury notes, by a m 
commander, from a distressed and 
erished people—a people who are not. 
without the means to live, but without 
efficient governmental protection.

It were useless to prolong remarks on 
subject. The wayfaring man, thouehat 
need not err therein. All we can doh 
protest, and I trust and believmio mem! 
of this convention will withhold thatta ■

Let us so act, gentlemen of the com ion s' 
tion, as to prove to the world. Genera] H, novut 
cock included, that those contemntaau ntr t, 
termed “ Radicals” have some coZ ,°,0i 
sense and some feeling of patriotism.
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If this is not backing up the civil authori
ties aud sustaining state legislation with a 
vengeance, it is because there is great force 
iu palpable contradictions.

Will this convention fall to enter a pro
test against such an order as this! If we 
are to have forced taxes in greenbacks—in 
legal tender treasury notes—in the name of 
common sense let it be for some practical 
purpose of general utility, and not espe-

iStatei 
cj oi 
gov 

i con
HIS lh  TO GIVE NOTIUE THA I Ojj Sect a t

parish  of O rleans and  State  of Louisiana. 
adjudged bauki upt# on the ir  own petit ion; H 
paym ent of any debts and delivery of ary I |  Unit 

aging to  auch bankrupts, to them orl ^  
and th e  transfer of anv nrouertv bytMB"Ate

Jtu iuvoi; u* g c u c io i U t il ity ,  ou u  nun vayv-
cially to depreciate not only our state and 
city currency, but »H denominations of 
rreenbucks, except legal tender notea, and 
for tbe queer aud unaccountable purpose 
of ] eiuaugurating with fattening salaries * 
bogus civil government which, under the 
circumstances, ia not only inefficient for 
any practical good, but which In the main 
1* alixo averse and antagonistic to the loyal 
sentiment of the state, which loyal sent!-
ity of the legal voter* of Loi H  
large, and especially of my section of the 
state, it la not the purpose nor the will of 
thla loyal sentiment, so far as I know or be
lieve, Co torture the people longer than pos- 

‘ degree of taxation withoutstble, with any „ 
representation; and certainly neither It* 
will nor desire to increase or renew taxes in 
any shape at the present, much less require 
their collection in legal tender treasury 
notes alone. We want to get properly lato 
the Union aa soon aa possible, and nntil 
that is done we want to hear but very little 
if anything about either taxes or civil gov
ernment—an Irritating mockery when sub
servient to military rule. WKh this feeling 
alone I Introduced the matter now before 
tbe convention, atul I respectfully ask the 
members to give it due thought and consid
eration.

What, my Mends, would be thought and 
said of this convention were it to promul-

we net receive tho curses and exe
crations of every well-meaning man and 
---- 3- throughout the state! Most *a-
suredly, aud,Justlypo. And even those time 
serving, cantvofoSs, hyena, reckless, par
tisan e2(itors, who vainly attempt to Justify 
this order, would denounce auch a thing 
coming from this convention-would be 
foremost in doing so. Von know they 
would; for their p»st conduct in such things 
proves it. That General Hancock has acted 
honestly, »Bd with a sincere desire for good, 
I do n*t 
but that

net presume to doubt or question; 
i»t ho haa taken a wrong or in
ns move seemB self-evident to my 

But. perhaps, it oquld not weft
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