
■ J " V 3

'

NEW ORLEANS REPUBLICAN, SUNDAY, MAY 10„ 1868.

C I T Y  C O U N C I L - - O F F I C I A I . .

BOARD OF AMIITAST ALDEBHEN 

Regular Session.

[ CONTINUS!) FROM TRIFT) FAGK.1

poses) was forced upou us by the Ltgis’a- 
ture, but had we theu known" what experi­
ence has since taught us, I am satisfied tha t 
we would never have assumed that burden, 
which has considerably paralyzed our oth ­
erwise certalu prosperity.

“ Were the city seasonably to  decline 
waiving the privilege and consenting to 
indemnify us in future, I will advise as 
vital element of administration th a t v _ 
should remain in statu quo, suspend all im­
provements or w orks, except such as may be 
necessary to keep up a proper order, dimin­
ish the number and pay of our employes, 
and distribute among you the large amounts 
which otherwise would be differently ap 
plied.”

As a matter of history, on the contrary. 
I think it would be more proper to say 
th a t at the tiÿie the company applied
for a charter, the Legislature was sur­
feited with banks, and would not will­
ingly have added another to the list, had 
not the company, for the privileges so­
licited, consented «.o take upon itself what 
it  now calls the burden of supplying the 
city of New -»rleans with water for certain 
purposes. It was certainly a fair coranact, 
and one that should have been observed to 
the letter. Under the «‘ugagemeuts into 
which it had entered, with the conditions 
attached to ils enjoying certain valuable 
privileges, it is now too late in the day for 
it  to claim compensation for th a t which 
constituted the very consideration for 
which the charter wa9 given. I t is fortu 
nate that under that instrum ent the city is 
invent 'd with the power, by purchase, of 
taking the Waterworks out of the hands of 
a company which, when this great city is 
c xmorh -x fbr a  plentiful supply of the llfe- 
giviuff e r g e h t ,  is disposed, as its President 
states, to r \o ittn  statu quo and to make no 
improvemenO. “/This is an age of progress,
an d beyo nd a.* ooubt, now that we have 
posses4tpn of Ù hie ^ o rk s , it is necessary 
th a t we should addrABs ourselves with earn
estness to>lie ta*k uf making them a real 
blessing to\,h< oonmiuuity. To this end 
mauy ch a n g é  and improvements in the 
present system will be indispensable.

New Orleans is, I believe, the only large 
emporium in our country which has not 
waterworks of her own. When we consider 
w hat other cities, with a  noble indifference 
to  cost, and a thorough disregard of obsta­
cles to be overcome, have done to supply 
their inhabitants with pure water, aud a 
plenty of it, we should have had great cause 
for surprise tha t New Orleans, with her 
abounding population, extensive trade, and 
acknow ledge public spirit, should have 
fallen so much behind her sister cities in 
the race of improvement, did we not kuow 
th a t her movements in this particular di­
rection have been clogged by the chartered 
rights of a company, which has singularly 
disregarded, not merely her interests, but 
her actual necessities.

She is now free from this serious incum­
brance, which has so long prevented her 
from acting in this important m atter with 
the necessary degree of energy aud fore­
cast, or from acting at ail. She may now 
turn  to her sister American cities for valua­
ble precedents, and be encouraged by their 
example.

Let us do so. Nearly ten years transpired 
before, by the application of steam power, 
the waters of the Schuylkill were used for 
supplying Philadelphia with pure water, 
b u t nearly half a  century elapsed from their 
commencement in 1789 till the celebrated 
Fairmount Waterworks ’were completed. 
Those who have visited these works, aud 
have examined the powerful machinery 
employed to carry up the waters from the 
Schuylkill,by u nearly perpendicular ascent, 
upward of a hundred îèet to the great reser­
voir, whence it  is distributed by pipes all 
over the city, have witnessed one of the 
grandest triumphs which art and science 
have achieved over the difficulties in im ­
posed by nature. The total cost of all the 
works, from 1799 to 1852, is said to have 
been three millions two hundred and forty 
seven thousand eight hundred and ninety 
four dollars. The whole amount of water 
rents for the year is one hundred and nine­
teen thousand two hundred and two dollars 
and twenty-five cents. The Croton Water 
works in New York were commenced in 
1837, aud were five years in building. The 
whole cost of these stupendous works, 
Including interest and commissions, was 
twelve and a half millions. The water is 
conveyed forty and a half miles from its 
source at the Croton river to the distributing 
reservoir on Fifth avenue. (See new Ameri­
can Encyclopedia, article Aqueduct.) The 
collecting reservoir, with a depth of six feet, 
contains five hundred million gallons. The 
city of Boston is supplied with water from 
Lake Cochituate, by aqueduct, nineteen 
and a half miles to the fountain on Boston 
common, aud tweuty-three and a half miles 
to  the reservoir at East Boston. The work 
was commenced August 20, 1846, and water 
was ftrst admitted into the public fountain 
October 25, 1848. The quantity of water 
calculate i upon as necessary to be provided 
was seven millions two hundred and fifty 
thousand gallons being twenty-eight and a 
half gallons per day for each person of a 
future population of two hundred and fifty 
thousand inhabitants. Ten public fountains 
are built in different parts of the city, and 
are supplied by the Cochituate aqueduct. 
The whole cost of the work up to January 
1853, after deduction the water rent*, w«« 
live millions three hundred and seventy 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen dol­
lars. The Waterworks of Brooklyn, New 
York, have attracted much attention. They 
have recently been completed, and an in­
teresting and very valuable descriptive 
memoir of them, gotten up in costly style, 
illustrated by diagrams, and presented to 
me last year by the commissioners,has been 
in  the hands of many of you. I t was a 
very timely present, containing as it does 
the last ana most mature conclusions of 
men of science in relation to the structure 
o f  works of this description, and can not 
fail to be very useful and suggestive to fu 
tu re inquirers on the subject, and to us iu 
particular. The aqueduct for furnishing 
the cities of Brooklyn and Williamsburg 
“ receives its supplies from the outlets of 
several ponds and springs, the waters of 
which it intercepts in the short interval be­
tween their sources and their discharge into 
the ocean on the south side of Long Is­
land.” The estimated cost of the construe 
tion before the work was undertaken, was 
upward of four millions of dollars. The 
actual cost is not stated in  the memoir re­
ferred to.

Large and populous cities, like New Or­
leans, must have a plentiful supply of water 
ut any cost. Up to the present time we 
nave depended upon cisterns and a partial 
supply of water from the Mississippi river. 
In  inaugurating a new system, which now 
devolve* upon us, the Q u estion  immediately 
anses, whether we shall continue to obtain 
o u r supply o f  water from th e  Mississippi or

S eisewhere tor It. The water of the Miss- 
ippi in its natural state must pass through 

a  filtrating process, in order to vsnder it use­
ful for all purposes, and which if resorted 
to  on an extensive scale will be attended 
w ith  a heavy expense. I t  is also more 
o r Jess »able to  be impregnated with 
Impurities flowing into £  ffom the city. 
In  order th a t all pontons of the city 
may be reached by it, it  must have a 
head of a t least forty feet above the level 
of the river, and machinery of a yer? 
powerfhl character be employed t# r  ‘ *
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of science, and obtain from them their 
views as to the best source of supply, as well 
as an estimate of the cost of constructing 
the works. For the best and most econo­
mical plau suggested, unproved, aud adopt­
ed, a  liberal reward should be offered by 
the city.

At the outset, whatever plan we may 
adopt, expenditures will be necessary. But 
after we have determined on our course, and 
our plans are completed and in full opera­
tion, the waterworks of New Orleans should 
be a self-sustaining institution. Our first 
du»y will be to organize a Bureau, to whose 
supervision,under such rules and regulations 
as the city government may, in its wisdom, 
ordain, the control of this particu’ar inter­
est of the city shall be committed, under the 
-tyle anu title of “the Bureau of the New
Orleans Waterworks.

The subject of education, the best 
methods of training the rising generation, 
of guiding them in the paths of wisdom, 
virtue, and honor, and of enforcing those 
methods by a judicious educational system, 
has, for upward of thirty  years, enlisted 
the liveliest solicitude, and  called forth the 

earnest efforts of the city authorities 
of New Orleans. The result has been, that 
the ill regulated schools, which were a dis­
credit to the city forty years ago, have been 
supplanted and succeeded by a system of 
schools admirable in its organization, aud 
which unites the best features of the New 
Eugland and Prussian systems. All honor 
to such men as Samuel J. Peters, Joshua 
Baldwin, James H. Caldwell, and Leonard 
Mathews, who were the prime movers 
in the great reform—men whose intelli­
gence, enterprise, and public spirit made 
them influential in the ir day, aud whose 
memories will long be dear to the citizens 
of New Orleans ! To these benefactors in 
the cause of education, must be added 
another venerable gentleman, whose life, 
greatly prolonged, naa been devoted to 
works oi piety and usefulness, but who 
shall be nameless, as he lias uot yet passed 
off th«: stage. Long may he continue to 
animate, by the lustre of his example, those 
who are just entering upon the labors of a 
toilsome but noble profession !

It is a  remarkable fact, and one to which 
I advert with much satisfaction, tha t such 
is the vitality of our school system, ana so 
deep the interest taken in it, that during 
the late distressing war, which so seriously 
affected our other social interests, tbe cause 
of popular education in our midst was not 
suffered to languish, but was prosecuted 
with unusual vigor and success. As many as 
ten thousand pupils regularly attended the 
schools, pursuing their studies under the 
direction of as able a corps of teachers iu 
aU the departments of learning as we have 
ever had among us. During that period the 
schools were under military supervision, but 
there was a thoroughly good understanding 
and a hearty co-operation of the Generals 
commaading this post aud those of our fel­
low citizens who took a deep and lively 
interest in the welfare of the rising genera­
tion. Among the latter, the names of prom­
inent individuals, whose energies were never 
relaxed in the promotion of the good cause, 
and to whose disinterested labors the city is 
greatly indebted, might be mentioned, were 
it not invidious to do so.

A new feature in the organization of our 
city school system, is the organization of 
institutions for the education of our colored 
population. I wish to speak iu all kinduess 
of this class of the community, who in­
herited slavery, not freedom from their 
ancestors, and who attained freedom before 
th**y were able to appreciate its full value, 
or to use it  to the best advantage. Education 
is essential to their progress, and we have de 
termined that they shall have all the ad van 
tages of the kind of which they can avail 
themselves. Living as we now do iu jux 
tapo9ition with them, recognizing them, as 
we now do, as members of the common­
wealth, it is the first dictate of patriotism 
and of Christianity that we should endeavor 
iu our legislation to promote their moral 
and intellectual progress by all the means 
in our power, and to make them as con­
tented, haßpy, aud useful us possible, in the 
new career upon which they have entered. 
1 am happy in being able to inform you that 
the indications of intelligence afforded by 
pupils of this class in our schools are very 
encouraging. By acomraunication received 
from Mr. Rogers, Superintendent of our 
Public Schools, dated April 1, 1868, I learn 
that " th e  register of colored children at 
tending school is three thousand three hun­
dred aud’seventy-three.” He says “ the a t­
tendance of this class of pupils is good. 
They are weli-behaved, and are making 
good progress in the elementary principli 
of education.”

In reply to a  letter addressed to Super­
intendent Rogers, requesting him to trans­
mit his annual report, the letter from 
which the above citation is made informs 
me that the annual report “ is in course of

in, I may
have some suggestions to make to you.

The City Surveyor’s annual report, giving 
a detailed account of the operations in his 
department during the last year, ar.d which 
form s an accompaniment to this message, is 
very satisfactory. The city wharves, I am 
happy to inform you, are in good condition, 
and the levees also. All the public squares 
are in good order, except th a t the iron 
fence of the Lafayette square requires re 
pairs. The markets, where they called for 
attention have all been placed iu excellent 
condition; the Courthouse, fronting Jack- 
son square, has been greatly improved: the 
court rooms and clerk’s office have been 
newly fitted up, and the Supreme Court 
room and clerk’s office been extensively re­
paired; also the Police Station house. New

six new cells have been constructed in the 
Insane Asylum; and the City Hall and it- 
various offices been considerably altered 
aud reformed. A new schoolhouse has been 
erected in the Third District, at the corner 
of Solon aud Frenchmen streets; and ai 
terations and additions are in proc«1
being made to engine houses Nos. 18, 20. 23, 
and 24, adapting them for steam fire engines. 
New shell roads have been constructed 
in the vicinity of the Agricultural Fair 
grounds on Broad street, from Esplanade

Broad street to the Gentilly road.” “The 
contractors, (Messrs. John Coleman &Co.,) 
for paving with square block Esplanade 
street, from Levee to Galvezjstreet, are pro­
gressing rapidly with the same, have taken 
up the round stones, etc., and repaved with 
square block since the City Surveyor’s intro­
duction into office on the first day of Septem­
ber, 1867,” eight entire squares. “Gangs of 
city laborers,” says this energetic officer, 
“  have been employed in setting curb and 
gutter stones, and macadamizing Clay, 8t. 
Louis, Conti and Canal streets, and com­
pleting the ditching and opening of the 
streets in the rear or the Fourth District, 
bounded by Claiborne, Upperline, Broad, 
and Melpomene streets, also Conti street 
between Hagan avenue and Broad street.
for the purpose of giving the same 
proper flow of water and thorough draiu

“ Many of the streets approaching 
the ship wharves of the First and Fourth 
Districts,” he adds, “ have been properly 
shelled and graded, thereby creating a 
ready access to  the shipping for removing 
their freights and cargoes.” ‘*The construe* 
tion of the double track iron bridge across 
the new canal at Magnolia street is,” he also 
informs us, “ rapidly approaching compte 
tion, and when finished will be one of the 
finest and most substantial structures in the 
city.”

roj opinion durability and economy 
will be promoted by constructing as 'far 
as possible, hereafter, our draw-bridges of 
iron.

The City Surveyor makes very few sua 
gestions in respect to the future, and will 
wait for instructions from your honorable 
Board, when «cessions may arise to render 
tkem necessary. He ha* no new works in 
hand which will require large draft* upon 
the treasury. “A new wooden bridge ha* 
been lately constructed across the old canal
ai Gtlvec street, but ail the other bridges 

’ * ” hein-acr<>« the new and old canal* are,

lU “eed of *&****»ndpainting.’
I recommend, gentlemen, the rem u ai of 

the w o r k ta s e s s u i t a b l e  location, either 
across the lake er to some accessible ptotee 
where a tract of land can be obtained on 
which «ne portico of its inmates might be 
employed in raising th« necessary reget 
able« for all, aud even tor other public in 
stitutious, tbds supplying a profitable and 
healthy employment'
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able to obtain them without an adequate 
remuneration. On t.hc other hand,the office 
of the Assistant City Attorney is one of large 
emoluments, and requires little or no legal 
talent in the execution of its duties. I 
would therefore respectfully recommend 
that the two offices be consolidated in one, 

I to make the large fees now derived 
from the one compensate for the labor and 
talent required for the other.

By ordinance No. 1861. the City Attorney 
is made the custodian of the city archives, 
which are to be collected together and regu­
larly arranged and indexed for reference by 
the city authorities. I regret to be under 
the necessity of informing you that the 
archives of the city are not kept as they 
should be, and tha t the room in which they 
are stored exhibits evidences of careless­
ness and want of order and method that are 
very reprehensible. I therefore recommend 
that steps be taken to enforce the provisions 
of this ordinance as well as those of ordi­
nance No. 19, new series, to which I refer 
your honorable body.

Ti e report of the Chief of Police as to 
the number of arrests made in the city 
during the past year. i. e., from April 1, 
1867, to April 1, 1868, is of a startling char­
acter. It would appear from this document 
that not less than thirty-eight thousand 
four hundred aud fifty-three arrests have 
been made for various offenses during that 
period. Tbe cases of assault and battery 
are two thousand and seven: of drunken­
ness, five thousand one hundred aud sixty- 
nine : of drunkenness, connected with dis­
turbance of the peace, one thousand six 
hundred and fifty ; of fighting aud dis­
turbing the peace, one thousand three 
hundred aud thirty-eight ; of larceny, one
thousand six hundred and nineteen ; of 
assault with intent to murder, one hundred 
and seventy-five; of murder, tweutythree ; 
of robbery, three hundred and sixteen; of 
vagrancy, one thousand four hundred and 
sixty-oue.

I forbear, however, from extending the 
catalogue, which is ouly calculated to awa­
ken painful reflections as to the prevalence 
of crime iu this enlightened ami Christian 
city. Can nothing be done to arrest its 
progress?

I recently instructed Mr. J. 0 . Harris to 
visit the Charitable institutions of various 
character in New Orleans, with the view of 
obtaining information iu relation to them, 
touching matters of much interest not gen­
erally known to the public, the details of 
which, when his report is made up, will be 
valuable as a matter of reference and rec­
ord to our citizens aud to strangers visiting 
us. He is instructed to ascertain the names 
of these several institutions; their locality; 
the date of their origin; the religious 
denomination to which tnev belong; the sex 
or sexes of the inmates: their resources, or 
how sustained; the terms of admission Into 
them, it any; by whom managed, whether 
by boards or superintendents; the number 
of inmate* of each, with sucli general state 
ments as may be obtained from the heads 
ot the establishments themselves, from their 
reports, or otherwise. The number of these 
iustitutions in New Orleans is greater than 
has been generally supposed. Mr. Harris 
has already visited nineteen, and accumula 
t id  a mass of facts tha t can uot fail to be 
regarded as valuable aud interesting. He 
has everywhere been kindly received, and a 
disposition been manifested to communicate 
all the information respecting the history of 
these institutions which he desired to pro­
cure. Iu a few days I shall have the pleas 
ure of presenting to you llie result of his 
useful inquiries in the shape of a report 
from him.

Two liberal donations have been made to 
the city, one for the purpose of building an 
asylum for Protestant widows and orphans, 
by the late John D. Fink; the other lor the 
erection of an almshouse, ßy the late Judah 
Touro. No steps have yet been taken to 
carry out the will of the former. The com- 
niissioners uuder the latter munificent be- 
queht erected a large and commodious 
building near the river in the Third Dis­
trict, on a square of ground donated for the 
same purpose by the late liez in D. Shep­
herd. This building, iu an unfinished 
state, was taken possession of by the mill 
tary, and occupied as quarters for negro 
troops. During such occupancy it was 
burned. There was no insurance, and the 
fund having been ueariy exhausted in 
erecting this edifice, the commissioners 
asked and obtained permission to turn 
over the balance, about four thousand dol 
Jars, to the city.

As an institution of this kind is very 
much needed, I would.suggest the necessity 
of taking steps to erect a  suitable building 
where the really deserving may find shel­
ter. I t  also occurs to me That the United 
States government is liable for the loss sus­
tained by the city in/the burning of this 
building.

By ordinance No. 56, new serl 
contemplated to break up the Insane Asy­
lum iu the Third District, two years ago, 
by sending the inmates to the Stute institu­
tion at Jackson; but the financial condition 
of the latter has been such as to prevent the 
carrying out of the ordinance. I t affords 

much pleasure to  state that this iustitu-

I regret tha t the report of the Street 
Commissioner was handed in at so late 
an hour this evening that I have been 
unable critically to  examine it. It treats, 
in general, of the condition of the public 
streets a t the time he came into office ; 
on the breaking up of the coutract sys­
tem; makes illusion to the Waterworks 
controversy; 9;ates the cost of macadam­
izing Caual and Magazine streets; also, the 
comparative costs of the department since

condition of Locust Grove Cemetery and 
Lafayette Cemetery No. 2; recommends a 
system of paviug, and expresses his views 
in respect to improvement of the City Park 
and public squares, aud the Pound system. 
His report is submitted to your Honorable 
Board, and will speak for itself.

Very respectfully,
E. HEATH, Mayor.

N ew  O r l e a n s , May 5, 1868.

Mr. Sullivan announced that he would! 
move a reference of the several parts of the 
Mayor’s Message to the Appropriate 
mittees as soon as printed, and offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted:

Resolved, That one thousand copies of the 
Mayor’s Annual Message aud accompanying 
documents be printed and bound in pam­
phlet form lor the use of this Board.

The following reports accompanying the 
Mayor’s message were received:

STREET COMMISSIONER’S REPORT.
STREET UOMMKHIoNER’R DEPARTMENT, i 

Room No. 7 City Hall, I 
«• .. „  .. . .  New Orleans, May 1.1368, ‘Hon. E. Heath, Mayor:

Sir—I n accordance with vour request, I 
have the honor to submit the following re­
port of the operations of this department 
since the fifth day of June, 1867:

At that time, when I entered upon the 
duties of Street Commissioner, I found the 
whole department without auy systematic 
organization, and apparently running itself. 
Mauy of the streets, indeed I may say nearly 
all, in the rear of Rampart street hud uot 
been cleaned for a long time. The cleaning 
of the streets of the third district, compos­
e s  the seventh, eighth, aud ninth wards, 
was under contract. The contractors fin i- 
ißg they would be compelled to comply with 
the terms of their contracts, very soon al­
lowed tuemselves to be put in default, aud 
threw up their contracts. A few days after 
my appointment to office contracts for 
cleaning the streets of t he other eight wards 
».f the city were sold at public auctiou 
the sale was approved by the late Council, 
vetoed by your Honor, and afterward passed 
by the Couucil over your veto. These 
contracts were afterward set aside by 
Major General P. H. Bheridan as fraudulent 
Tins was in August, since whtch time the 
work of cleaniug aud keeping iu repair the 
streets of the entire city has been per 
formed by men employed by this depart­
ment, with the exception o t the repairing 
oi the streets of the sixth ward.

The previously neglected condition of the 
street* and gutters reudered it necessary to 

a  full supply of water for the purpose of 
them; this led to a  correspondence 
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to say, to be extinguished, and become the 
property of the city, as provided for in the 
original charter of the company—it* only 
good feature. #

Early in the summer the cholera made its 
appearance in the third district, but was 
soon suppressed by the energy of the Health 
Officer, aided by men detailed from this de 
partment, and a liberal use of carbolic acid 
and other disinfectants.

The experience of New York, London, 
and other large cities was confirmed as to 
the value of an intelligent and judicious 
use of disinfectant« more especially of car­
bolic acid, at that time but little known in 
this citv, and as far as I know, had not 
been publicly used. Many members of the 
medical profession vho were skeptical as to 
its usefulness as a disinfectant were after­
ward convinced, anl are now warm advo­
cates for its general use.

When the epidemic broke out, the large 
number of un acclimated persons in the city 
furnished the material for its continuance. 
Among its victims were many who were too 
poor to pay a doctor, and without friends to 
bury them in case of the ir death. Upon 
this department devolved the duty of car­
rying the indigent sick to the hospital, and 
burying the indigent dead. From the fifth 
day of June, 1867, up to May, 1868, eight 
hundred and twenty one sick were carried 
to the hospital: aud during the same period 
six uuudred and seventy-five were buried. 
This is exclusive of auv sick th a t were con­
veyed during the night time by orders from 
the police.

Fumigation with sulphurous acid, follow­
ed by disinfection with carbolic acid, was 
used to a  considerable extent during the con­
tinuance of the yellow fever,and with consid­
erable advantage wherever we had a fair op­
portunity of trying it. The w antof a proper­
ly trained fcorps of health officers with full 
p >wers prevented that extensive application 
desirable, and which I am sure would have 
resulted iu great good, aud the saving of 
many valuable lives. The Street Commis­
sioner's force is only an auxiliary to the 
Board of Health, ana in the present condi­
tion of the law can do but little of Itself. 
What is wanted is some proper institution, or 
asylum, some temporary home where the 
poor and helpless could be removed to  while 
the houses iu which they lived were prop­
erly fumigated, disinfected, and made 
healthy.

Iu spite of the oft-repeated assertions of a 
few persons in our midst, I am of opinion 
that no well-informed person believes that 
you can with safety to the public health 
permit so many millions of square feet of 
foul and poisonous water and filth to be 
exposed to the decomposing influence of sun 
and air as are coutsiued in the many drain­
ing canals of the city.

In my first comraui cation to the Common 
Council last June I urged the necessity of 
having the drainingcauals cleaned out; and 
since tha t time I several times called atten­
tion to the necessity of having it done on 
the score of public health. To me itrlooks 
very much like» waste of public money and 
a culpable neglect to permit such a mass of 
corruption and filth to exist, poisouiug and 
contaminating all it comes in contact with. 
It is not for me to say where the blame lies. 
I merely draw attention to the fact.

I am prompted to make these remarks, 
because I have found that the imperfect and 
inadequate drainage is one of tlie greatest 
obstacles I have to contend with in attem pt­
ing to keep the gutters clean; for while the 
large canals are full, and are permitted to 
remain so day alter day, the water iu the 
street gutters can not run off, but is backed 
up, and lies exposed to  the sun and
air, and no force at my command can prop­
erly remedy the evil, so long as the canals
are-allowed to remain full. Even while I 
write, the streets of the fourth district, 
between Dryades and Claiborne, are par­
tially flooded in consequence of the Clai­
borne Canal being full. This trouble is 
much increased inconsequence of the water 
sluices at the levee being so rotten tha t it 
is not possible to shut off the water; the 
gutters soon fill m>, and the canal being 
full, the water can not run off. Unfor­
tunately, the necessary repairs can not be 
made until the river falls.

Since I came into office in June last, I 
have had four blocks aud two intersections 
on Magnolia street macadamized, giving a 
good road from the Jackson Railroad depot 
to Lafayette street. The actual cost to the 
city was only labor for hauling and placing 
the stone. All the stone used wh9 found on 
the street, aud had only to  be broken, 
which was done iu the City workhouse. A 
good cypress gutter, which was placed on 
each side of one block, cost only the labor 
of placing it, the merchants in tne vicinity 
haviDg furnished the lumber free of cost.

The four blocks on Canal street, south 
side, between Liberty aud Claiborne, have 
been for many years almost impassable in 
wet weather, and very bad a t all times.

Large sums have been expended in throw ­
ing down ballast, shell, and brickbats with­
out any method, and which iu a  few w'eek9 
at most left the street in as bad condition 
as before. The absence of a gutter on the 
north side made the condition of the street 
much worse.

As several of mv predecessors had work­
ed on these four blocks, aud all had failed, 
I was scarcely iu office before I was beset, 
with complaints demanding that I should 
have the street put iu order. Upon a care 
lui examination I found a good gutter was 
needed on the north side, in order to secure 
a proper outlet for the water which came 
down that side of the street. 1 had a good 
cypress curb ami gutter constructed, the 
road bed dug up, properly graded, aud 
rammed, with a course of paviug on each 
side about three feet wide; the centre of
the Street was filled With about eigiil tucutra 
of broken stone. The work has uow been 
completed nearly a year, and cas, I think, 
be satisfactorily psiuted to as a good job.

There having beta a great deal of public 
comment as to the cost e f the work, 1 sub­
mit the following items from the records of 
this office:

1150 feet (running) of cypress curb aud 
gutter, cost for—
Lumber and nails............................ $1321 11
Labor.................................................  941 25

cleaning alone, exclusive of the repairs to the 
paved streets.

Since June last, by virtue of ordinance 
No. 615, about fourteen hundre«- oil lamps 
have been erected in the rear of the several 
wards where the mains of the gas company 
do not extend.

The fencc8©f many of the public squares 
have been reported'm auy months ago as 
needing repairs. The same remark is true 
of Locust Grove Cemetery No. 2, and of La­
fayette Caniftery No. 2. In the first named 
the fence is broken down in several places, 
so that cattle and hogs find easy entrance. 
The cemetery itself is much neglected, being 
overgrown with weeds. I must say it  is 
anything but creditable to a  city like New 
Orleans, who boasts of her kindness to the 
sick stranger within her gates th a t 
the last earthly resting place of the 
friendless should be a tramping ground for 
hogs, and broken coffius should be allowed 
to lie scattered around on the ground. 
Common respect for the remains of the 
dead ought to prevent any such thing. The 
rear part of the fence o f  Lafayette Cemetery 
No. 2 is entirely rotten, and a t present

the pound ordinance, is defective, and 
should be entirely rervodeled. A strict en­
forcement of its provisions will occasion a 
loss of four or five thousand dollars per 
year to the city.

The City park, much resorted to by citi­
zens during the summer, should be im­
proved. Something should be done; aud 
while I do not propose to say w h a t, I am 
sure that it is a duty the city owes to its 
citizens to take some steps to improve and 
beautify it. If nothing else, let a small sum 
be spent annually. As it now is it  is almost 
entirely neglected; beyond a keeper and a

Iiolicemau to preserve order, uot one cent 
ias been appropriated.

Some uniform and systematic plan of im­
provement should be adopted, so that every 
improvement made would form part of the 
general plan. By this means the money 
expended would be obviously seen by all. 
Now, as all our improvement* are discon­
nected, we do not derive the full amount of 
good from them that we ought to.

Among the necessary reforms which have 
been allowed to slumber for many months 
is the building of the nuisance boats 
required to be built by the last Legislature. 
No considerations of economy should be 
longer allowed to prevent their construction.

Without desiring to touch upon matters 
not belonging to this department, I desire 
to say tha t tne drainage Qf this city up to 
the present time is a farce, a miserable 
failure. The ouly idea th a t seems to have 
been uppermost in the mind of the origin­
ator, was tha t of getting rid of the super­
fluous rain water, when the canals got full, 
ami were in danger of overflowing. Then 
the so-called machines were set to work to 
reduce th«* water a few inches, and then to 
wait till they filled up agaiu, and so on, in ­
stead of keeping them empty, thereby giving 
the opportunity to a portion of the water 
with which the soil is saturated to drain off, 
which iu a short time would allow the laud 
to rise. They might with almost equal 
propriety be called saturating machines, for 
by working them by fits and starts they 
help to  keep the ground well saturated,

were driven, aud the lower outside corner 
properly secured.

Poets Nos. 30 to 35, third district, inclu­
sive. The wharves had an irregular settle­
ment, and a tendency to slide into the river. 
In fact, the whole of this wharf was in a 
worthless condition. The same was stripped; 
rebuilt, and placed In good order.

Posts Nos. 17 to 22 inclusive were extend­
ed aud brought to a  proper depth of water 
for the accommodation of vessels.

Iu the fourth district the wharf a t the 
head of Soraparu street having parted from 
its bulkh**adaud commenced settling in the 
river, was entirely stripped and the lumber

Eut on shore. This wharf, I would state 
as cost the city the sum of about $2800, 

and was entirely useless. The locality uot 
beiug a proper one for a wharf, for many 
years it was with the greatest difficulty that 
a  narrow roadway and bulkhead could be 
maintained.

The fourth district wharves have all been 
repaired aud made.available for the accom­
modation of vessels with the exception of 
one or two wharves, which are in a decayed 
and dilapidated condition, requiring to be 
built anew (partly or entirely.)

In the third district a t posts No. 36 ard  39 
the wharves were stripped aud rebuilt, but 
of late the constant abrasion of the river at 
post No. 36. third district, caused the levee 
to cave in to such an extent tha t ouly about 
eight feet is left to protect the square block­
ing of the street from falling into the river, 
and parted the wharf from the bulkhead, 
A new bulkhead has been constructed and 
the bank is now properlt p«o»«*ct-d.

I would also call your attention to  the 
fact that soul«* time ago 1000 feel uf wharves 
and landings of this city, from Elysian 
Fields street to a point above the United 
States mint, was set apart for use of the 
United States government. More recently 
the Quartermaster’s department selected 
aud took for its use a portion of the wharves 
a t Bull’s Head, post No. 40, fourth district, 
as a suitable place for the landing aud dis- 
Charg.ag of their cargoes.

I called on the proper authorities with a 
iew of obtaining the. 1000 feet, or a portion 

of the same, for-the use of the city, which 
request has been granted by the United 
States government.

battur es .

Total cost, curb and g u tte r .. . $2262 36 
This gutter and curb contains twenty-nine 

feet board measure per running foot.
Macadamizing four squares and intersec­

tions, containing 4074 square yards—
Cost for 1368A tons of ballast......... $5,881 87
Breaking and plachg the sam e.. 4,415 66

4074 square yards cost, labor and
m ate ria l..................................$10,297 S3

Equal to $2 53 per square yard.
The cost of cleaning the streets and mar 

kets, and the general work of this depart­
ment under my administration, has not been, 
as is often asserted, more costly than  th a t of 
ray predecessors; aid I make bold to assert 
has been more thoroughly and efficiently 
performed than heretofore. Au examina 
tion of the payrolls of this department since 
1863 will show the facts:
Amount of payroll for 1864......... $393,239 00
Amount of payroll for 1865.......  259 878 40
Amount of payroll for 1866.......  253.080 04
Amount of payroll for 1867.......  315,943 13
Amount of payroll for four

months iB 1868................... 79,712 19
These amounts represent the amount paid 

for labor in each y«-ar by this department, 
but do not represent the entire amount 
paid by the city, for a great deal of the 
work was a t th«« same time under contract. 
In 1865. in four mouths, there was paid to 
contractors more than thirty thousaud dol­
lars in addition to thsamouiit given above. 
In 1866, more than one hundred and thirteen 
thousand dollars was pnld in addition to 
$253,080 04, as above. Iu 1867, up to the 
end of July, more thin halt the city was 
under contract, anti more than twenty 
thousand dollars was paid for cleaning and 
repairing proper, in séntion to $315,943 13. 
After July last, and up to  the present time,a««« v i i ’ j  * » I up Vi vue (iicocuk Ltiii' I
all the cleaning contracts have ceased, and 
only one ward for repairing is in force.

The family refuse, which is placed on the 
sidewalk iu boxes &uti barrels, instead of 
being thrown into.the river, as formerly, 
has in many places been used to fill up 
streets with ; and whs» weil rotted makes a 
much better road, th«* tbe ordinary mud 
streets, being dryer «nd harder. In the 
second district more than a mile of good 
road has been made o *  of a swamp. The 
same also in the third district. ,*t v

When the rate at which the city " is 
extending in the rear is considered, and 
the large num ber of small house* which

obvious tha t the work is to-day per­
formed a t  a  much more economical rate 

- “  “  rk of
this

w w i - j g j P —H P I - i  fh ic q y o iB d  
.. to carry off any portions of the re- 

, not less than twenty thousand dollars 
fnonth is sufficient for the purpose of

lormea a t a  mucu more economic« 

city is, without any sewt** o t  under]

rather thau drained: and I make no doubt 
that a stranger, if the name was chaaged, 
would as readily believe th**v were designed 
for the one purpose as the «at her.

The many railroad companies that the 
city has given charters to for travel on the 
public streets during the last two years, 
permeating the city iu almost every di­
rection, will exert a great influence iu cans 
ing a building up of the city iu the rear 
One thing, however, I notice, is that in all 
cases where the track goes through an uu- 
paved street, the street is hardly ever 
In order. I think a great mistake has been 
made in giving such valuable franchises as 
the charters or these companies are, with­
out requiring them to pave in some mauner 
the un paved streets through which their 
tracks go. In some cases the streets are 
practically abandoned to the railroad com­
pany, for no private citizen with a vehicle 
can pass the cars or get out of the way. 
This ought not to have been. I t certain 
ly was never contemplated or intend­
ed to b<‘ so. Iu all cases the companies 
should be required to pave or otherwise 
fi x the street so that citizens may use it  as 
well as themselves. If this can uot be done, 
then the city ought to set apart the amount 
received from these companies for the special 
purpose of rnakiug such improvements on 
tbe streets referred to, more especially as 
the proceeds result from the use of the 
streets. It is next to impossible to keep 
the mud streets, where there is any amount 
of travel, in good order; but more especially 
is this true where a car track runs through 
the middle.

During the time I have been in office 
nearly all the streets paved with square 
blocks have been swept regularly twice i 
week, and some of them three times. Th' 
gutters have been washed aud cleaned in 
the same mauner. Many of the new streets 
wen* iu a very bad condition, but by re- 
peatedly working on them, keeping the gut­
ters clear, and grading the street so as to 
allow ihe water to run off, they have been 
much improved. I might refer to St. 
Charles, Jackson, and Coliseum streets as 
au illustration.

In the organization of the department 
each subordinate is held to a strict account­
ability. Proper records are uow kept and 
properly filed so that it will not be difficult 
at any future time to trace the history of 
anything required.

Among the necessary improvements which 
I had ueariy forgotten, and which during
iue UUAI y cat a t u-aol, a  gâtai, deal must be
done, I refer to the making of new and re­
placing worn out wood guiters. They are 
absolutely necessary in mauy places. Not 
one foot has been laid down during the time 
I have been in  office. At present mure than 
half of what is down is so rotten as to be 
useless.

With many thanks for your uniform kind­
ness, and y o jr readiuess to listen to auy 
m atter I found necessary to lay before you, 

I have the honor to be,
Your ob«*dient servant,* 

WILLIAM BAKER,
Street Commissioner.

with the « xception of the iron fence of t 
fayette square, which needs repairs. ^  

Macarthy’s square, in the third district!
IW All«,I II n ni‘.-.nnwl r.
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now being filled up and properly gr*jl ndBe^i 
and the wooden inclosures are beinJi hcnccei
paired and new fences being constructed 
each side of the railroad track.

MARKETS.

All of the markets have been placed 
good order, particularly the roofs and o 
tors. New tops have been placed uj 
many of the butchers’ stalls and other
eral repairs made. 8even new gas U* U ^  
have beeu placed in the Le Breton maS JJJJj

PUBLIC BUILDINGS..

The roof and  ̂ gutters of the courtly the Co
Bool

bv
prect

scat

fronting upon Jackson square have reed« 
sundry repairn, alterations, etc., and 
now iu good order. All of the corn 
and clerk’s office have been thoi 
fitted up. »reeta: F

The Supreme Court and clerk's officek rf»oce 
received extensive repairs.

All of the police station-houses aud 
corders’ court have received more or | 
repairs, and are now in good order.

New floors have been laid in the m  
prison. Six additional new cells haveÏ  
made aud constructed in the lu  fol 
Asylum. ™

Extensive repairs have been made to 
roof and gutter of the City Hall, as w«| 
to the interior of the various offices, * 
as alterations in tbe arrangements ofi 
offices.

8CHQOL HOUSES.
A new school house has lately beeu er 

ed in the third district, corner of Solon; 
Frenchmen streets.

the pu 
ice of '

ENGINE HOUSES.
Alterations and additions ar«> nowbd 0CCC«ie< 

made to engine houses Nos. 14, 18, 20, 
and 24, adapting them for steam fire
gines.

SHELL ROADS.

All of t h e  Bhell roads under direct! 
this department and under contract 
more or leas repairs, viz: First street

Au-.’-
Mr.

A very large quantity of batture sand lias 
beeu wheeled out., wherever the material 
could be obtained, for the purpose of ex 
tending the earthwork of the levees in front 
of the first, second, third, and fourth dis­
tricts, and for general use of this depart­
ment; also permits for 30.000 cubic yards 
have been issued for private purposes, aud 
city railroad purposes, aud such as filling 
up lots around the city, House of Refuge, 
etc.

The unsightly aud unhealthy ponds which 
lave been so long filled up witlhave been so long filled up with stagnant 

water have been all drained off by means 
of box culverts placed in the levees, there­
by leaving the ponds perfectly dry, and at 
the next fall of the river sufficient batture 
eart h will form, and the same can be wheeled 
out and these pondsßiied up.

I would suggest that the batture sand be 
reserved next season by the city for the pur­
pose of filling all the ponds aloug the frout 
uf the first district, the city tilling her por­
tions, aud by due notice compel the private 
owners to till their portions of the levee 
property w’ith a portion of the batture saiul 
reserved by the city.

The levee ju st above the sugar refinery, 
third district, caved in for 200 feet ia 
length and about forty feet iu width, ap­
proaching the roadway to withiu about 
thirty feet. The bank has b«*en secured by a 
proper and substantial bulkhead.

The levee from the Couvent three squares 
up was in a dangerous condition, being 
badly caved in several places near Poland 
street. Agreeably with authorization from 
the Honorable Common Council, l have re­
paired a great portion of the old bulxheads 
and built some new ones: there have also 
been constructed seven jetties ot piling driv­
en close together and projecting out iuto the 
river at an angle of forty-five degrees from 
the line ot bulkheads. The effect is to throw- 
the current out from th* present Lev«e Mid 
cause a deposit where formerly there was 
abrasion.

LEVEES AND LANDINGS*
A large portion of the carts and labor 

employed in this department has been ap­
plied to filling iu the battures, grading, con- 
sturctiug, aud extending the levees and 
landings in frout of the city. Batture earth 
has been wheeled out and the landings 
much improved by grading and shelling, 
thereby extending the earthwork cousid 
erably in the first and second districts, so 
that many places where the same was 
muddy aud impassable have been placed iu 
good order and condition, and a proper 
drainage of the levee obtained, so that dur­
ing inclement weather the wharves are easy 
of access.

The levees, also, from Washington street 
to  the fir.**' district have been graded, aud a 
regular slope given from the front of the 
wharves to the street gutters for the pur- 

of securing a thorough drainage, there­
by keeping thelevee dry and firm.” 

"■* e leveeThe levee known as the “ Sugar Landing.” 
situated between Customhouse an«! St. 
Louis streets, has been graded to a uniform 
slope and sheliod, aud is a t present in a 
better condition thau it has ever been 
known to be iu, and is an improvement to 
the wharves, and general satisfaction is 
manifested by all. Also, good plank walks 
have been constructed across the levee to 
the wharves between the second district 
ferry and Caual street ferry lauding»; and 
from Caual street ferry lauding to St. Joseph 
street, improving the levee to a  great ex-

mot

Levee to Magazine street, St. Am 
from Prytania to Magazine street, 
contractors have been repeatedly not 
to repair aud keep the same iu thorogjK[was

l e w  shell roads have been c instruct 
in the vicinity of the Agricultural 
Grounds, on Broad street from Bspll_ 
street to Laharpe street, and Laharpe fo 
Broad street to Gentilly road.

The following shell roads were accept 
and turned ov« r  to the Street Commissi« 
to be kept in good order and repair,!
Constance street from Calliope to fit 

Marastreet, Ninth street from Levee to 
j-treet, and Eighth street from Magazine 
Apollo street.

STREETS.
The contractors, Messrs. John Coleni 

A Co., for paving with square block Espis 
ade street, from Levee to  Galvez street,« 
progressing rapidly with the same, u  
nave taken up the round stones, etc.,« 
repaved with square block since rayiadw 
tion into office on the first day of Septia 
ber, 1867, eight squares of block paving
viz:

Southwest side of Esplanade street, 
tween Chartres and Old Levee streets.

Southwest side ot Esplanade street, 
tween Old Levee and New Levee stredBesum 

Southwest side of Esplanade street, 
tween Claiborne and Robertson street' 

Southwest side of Esplanade street, 
tween Robertson and Vtllere streets.

Southwest side of Esplanade street, 
tween Villere and Marais streets.

Southwest side of Esplanade street,
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tween Marais and Villere streets.
Northeast side of Esplanade street, 

tween Claiborne and Robertson streets.
Southwest side of Esplanade street, 

tween Treme and St. Claude streets.
Southwest side of Esplanade streel. 

tween St. Claude and Rampart, streets.
Also gangs of city laborers have been« 

ployed setting curb and gutter *tom 
macadamizing Clay, St. Louis, Conti, i 
Canal streets, aud completing the ditchii 
of streets and opening streets rear offi 
fourth district, bounded by Claiborne, T 
per Line, Broad, and Melpomene s 
also Conti street, between Hagan ! 
and Broad street for the purpose of g 
the same a proper How of water aiiAfcraed 
thorough drainage. L o f  U

I would also state tha t many of the sttedp 
approaching the ship wharves of the fiftHtial pj 
and fourth districts have been propel , 
graded and shelled, thereby making it d  ™ >l 
of access to the shipping for removing tfc^pbtiil 
freights and cargoes.

CANAL NAVIGATION BRIDGES.
All the bridges aero»» th«* New a c lS f ti* u  

canals under direction of this departn 
are greatly iu need ot repairs and 

The construction of the double track f 
bridge across the New canal a t Magnol 
street is rapidly approaching eonipletio
and when finished will be one of the fine 
aud most substantial structures iu the cil

A new wooden bridge has been Jal 
constructed across the Old caual at Gain 
street.

AU of which is respectfully submitted.
W. H. BELL.

City Surveyor.
The foUowing message of the Mayor 

received:
H i s  h 

Eiotii 
Fell

To th e  Honorable th e  M embers of tb e  Uosrd'
Assistant Aldermen:

Gentlemen—I have herewith the luaMwW 
to inform you that an election by t)ieC

0 * n n r i I  h e  i n in t  hull.»

Oity of New Orleans. A pril 25.186». j
Hon. K. IleaLb, Mayor:

Sir—In compliance with your request of 
March 13, 1868, to furnish you with a

rort of the operations of this department, 
have the honor herewith to submit to 

your honor a detailed and complete report 
of the condition of the works iu charge of 
my department, and to make such sug­
gestions as would necessarily tend to the 
prosperity and welfare of our city.

WHARVES AND LEVEES.

Upon my assuming charge of this de­
partment on the first day of September, 
1867, my attention was first directed to the 
condition of the wharves in front of the 
city, which were in a very bad condition. 
Upon examination I found In the first dis­
trict, the uuexpired contract of Mr. 
Henry Ellerman, contractor, tor the con- 
»tructiou of a  wharf to connect the Upper 
Steamboat Wharf with the Texas Steam- 
ship Lauding, which was completed and ac­
cepted by me, on the twenty fourth day of 
September, 1867. Upon vûe completion of 
taid wharf, city gangs of laborer» were em­
ployed wheeling out Baud and filling that 
portion of the levee between the wharf aud 
levee with river sand, taken from the bat­
ture, aud also grading the same; 10,000 
yards of sand was wheeled iuto the pit; 
about 3000 more will complete the filling.

The wharf just completed and known as 
the Texas Steamship Landing is one of the 
finest aud most substantial and commodi­
ous landings the city has had lor mauy years 
oast. The slips or inclines of the »aid wharf 
have been constructed in such a mauner 
that freight can be placed aboard aud dis­
charged from the steamers with less incon­
venience thau heretofore.

The lower steamboat wharf below Ctnal 
street is in fair order. The large wharves 
in front ol the Beef market and Bed stores 
known as the Picayumi Tier, which had tet- 
tled some three or five feet, and parted Irora 
the bulkheads, wero stripped of the timber, 
etc., aod rebuilt with T wharves, and tbe 
levee refilled with river sand, aud graded 
where the same had caved in.

At jK*st No. 25, third district, the piles of 
this wharf had sunk from the lower outside 
corner, thereby causing the lovel of tbe 
wharf to sink two and a half feet, and have 
a tendency to part from  the bulkhead aud 
slide iuto the river. The said-wharf has 
been brought to  the proper level by rahiiifg 
the lower outside corner, and property se­
cured with fonder piles.

Tost No. 29, third district: new piles

DlfirNAGE.
The next im portant subject I would re­

spectfully call your Honor's fittentioo to is 
the drainage of our city. The portion of 
the city now drained by the city authorities 
has been divided into four districts as fol­
lows, viz:

The first sec tion comprises that portion of 
the city lying between Toulouse street and 
the Carondetet Canal and Bayou St. John 
ou one side, and the new canal and Julia 
street on the other side, the river in front, 
aud Lake Pontchartrain in the rear, and is 
draiued by the Bienville street machine.

The second section comprises all that por­
tion of the city lying between the river iu 
front aud Carrollton uvcuue in the rear, 
Julia street and new canal on one side, aud 
the upper limits of the city on the other 
side, aud is drained by the Melpomene ma­
chine.

The third section comprises all th a t por­
tion of the fcity lying between Toulouse 
street, Carondelet caual, and Bayou St. 
John on one side, Lafayette avenue on the 
other side, the river iu front, and Lake 
Pontchartrain in the rear, and is drained by 
the London avenue machine.

The fourth section comprises all tha t por­
tion of the city lying between Lafayette 
avenue on one side, Fisher’s canal, aua the 
lower limits of Hiligsberg’s plantation pro­
longated iu a  straight line as far as Lake 
Pontchartrain in tne rear, and is drained by 
the London avenue machine.

The machines now in use have aU been

filaced iu good order and condition, bulld­
ogs repaired, etc., and are now in good 

working order.
I would also call your attention to the 

necessity of haviDg a tailraco canal opened 
from the rear of the Bienville street drain­
ing machine along the Bayou St. John

citizens of New Orleans as directors of ti k  
Norths BTNew Orlt^ans, Jackson, and Great 

Railroad company, who shall serve as 
for one year, or uutil their successors sh 
be elected,” is required to  be made iul 
mouth of May of each year, by an act oft 
Legislature approved March 15, 1854. (8 Bf 
Acts of the Legislature of ̂ Louisiana, pi HQ; 
75, section 7 )

r. D

I have further the honor to inform 
that Mr. Daniel Blair, appointed an mbit 
to r to unite with other arbitrators onl 
part of the city to adjudge the value ol I 
City waterworks, having declined to act lyal 
such, it becojnes necessary for the Com*. 
Council to appoint another arbitrator 
supply his place.

Very respectfully,
E. HEATH, Mnj 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following ri 
tion, which wus adopted and sent to 
Board of Aldermen for concurrence:

Resolved, That the Board of Alderme 
invited to meet this Board iu Jo in t sei 
this evening for the purpose or electing 
aroitrator for the purchase of the wr 
works on the part o f the city, iu plad 
D. Biair, resigned.

REPORTS OP STANDING COMMITTEES 

The following report from th* Fin* 
Committee was received, and the resol 
accompanying read twice under a  sus? nt a 
sion of the rules, and adopted by a 
mous vote: -

F inance c o m m ittee  R<*oi L ,'
Kit '« f i t *  M.ll M as ft Kr01

the

No. 33 City Hall. May 5,1** 
To the  Honorable the  Board of AMiatant Aider«

Gentlemen -T he Finance Commit« 
have the honor to report upon tne followU

to Orleans street, thence out Orleaus street 
to the draining canal now open through the 
park.

I would also suggest th a t as the founda­
tions are complete for another wheel, ma­
chinery, and boilers a t the London avenue 
machine, tha t the same be completed, andluuuuiu', wiav urn sbiuo uc uuuipicĥ u, auu
the old (lrainiug machine a t the junction of 
Bayou 6t. John and Orleaus street be dis­
pensed with, and the property, buildings, 
and machinery be sold.

The above measures, if properly carried 
out, would tend in a  few months to abate 
the intolerable niibance now caused by the 
great stench arising from the putrid waters 
of the Bayou 8t. John, made so by the foal 
waters thrown Into it  from the two draining 
machines located upon its banks.

condition; the accumulation of filth, etc., 
has filled them '.p, causing an offensive odor 
to arise almost insupportable, aud iu view cf 
the above facts they should be thoroughly 
cleaused, deepened, and mauy of them 
eu tapped.

The bridges over the draining canals are 
n good order.

Two new bridges have bee* constructed
over Claiborne canal a t Jackson aud Third 
street*.

Also one near bridge has beeu constructed 
across Broad Street canal, opposite La-iadie 
street.

PUBLIC SQUARES. *’> | *
All of the public squares are iu fair order,

matters submitted to their consideration
Favorably upon the petition of Mrs. 

eon Fouche, tha t it be granted so far as 
allow the damages claimed by the absa 
tion of her property, bu t without regard 
the city’s claim for taxes, etc.

The Committees still have under cons: 
ation the project submitted by Mr. B Ai 
no, but would respecttu.ly defer an expi 
»ion of opinion until a concomitant pre 
si tion about to be laid before the Coui 
shall be acted upon.

J .  P. SULLIVAN,
Chairman pro tem. Finauce Committee;

c. c. Sa m ps o n ,
B. F. JOUBERT, 
ARISTIDE MARY.

Resolved, That the Coniroiler be air 
ized to draw in favor of Mr». Nelson Foul 
for the sum ot one thousand dollars, 
ducting therefrom all taxes, etc., whi< 
may be due the city, aud after the conv» 
a uce of the proper title to the property 
question being conveyed to the city, and 
ti^e satisfaction of the City Attorney.

The following report from the Committ 
on Improvement* and Buildings was 
and the resolutions accompanying ado] 
on their several readings after suspension 
the rules:
To th* Honorable tbe  Board ot A jaaisUnt|Aldenies

Gbmtlembn—Your Committ«« on 1® V 
proveim uLs and Buildings b.*g leave to re 
port on the following subjects, to  wit:

Upon the petition of property holders on I


