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AMI»Y «IOHÄSON.

Hoo is th a t man hoo nse<i »n 
A tailer Oown in Tennessee 
An sighed for popularité? .

Anuy Johnson.

Hoo was it struggled lone tu  rlze, 
And till with s e l f  the nashen’s ize 
And mingle with the grate and wize’ 

Andy Johnson.

Hoo was it, when Rebellion roze, 
And stalk* abrod with awl itswoze. 
Took sides agenst the Union’s foze ? 

Andy Johnson.

Koo thot tha t such a koarse W0 ‘id send 
His name tu  earth’s remotest end.
Az freedom's most devoted frend ?

Andy Johnson.

Hoo was it got, by means unfare,
Into the Preaidenshal chare,
And shode traitor’,  hand while .ha.e

Andy Jonnson.

Hoo wuz it tried a while to sho, 
That he was Moses, so-an-so,
But proved hisself a Pkara-ok !

Andy Johnson.

Hoo wuz ittb a t, with rebelnde,
The "Union Party haz betrad ,
And ca-t Jeff Davis in the shade '

Andy Johnson.

Hoo wuz it that, as President,
Uf th 'se  United States wuz bent,
T j  s h o  *18 'W Z  TUE GOVERNMENT ?

Andy Johnson.

Koo...kfc& old Bourbon—(jist the smell ’) 
R«c%r,ctious awl so clearly tell,
He’d K \e to be a King so well ?

vk Andy Johnson.

Hoo criedVa Hero i’.ran t to spoil.
An catch b m e  Stanton in his coil,
An Koconetrucshon plans tu  foil !

Andy Johnson.

Hoo finds - i f ,  when quite to late,
The people think him not so grate,
That he shood miss a traitor’s fate ?

Andy Johnson.

Hooze name will travel down through time 
Threw every nation, every clime,
All dark with infamen and crime ?

Andy Johnson.
Loyaltown, Aprile, 18 hundred an «8.

T H E  EPISC O PA L ADDRESS.

D elivered M ay 5,1868.

To the General Conference of the MethodiBt 
Episcopal Church :

R e v e r e n d  a n d  D e a r  B r e t h r e n —  
Grace be unto you from God the 
Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Assembled in General Conference 
as the chosen Representatives of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, we ex­
tend to you our fraternal and most 
cordial salutations. We also invoke
for you and upon you the blessing of 

ad " ’the great Head of the Church, humbly 
beseeching him that in his fatherly 
goodness y o u r lives and y o u r health 
may be mercifully preserved during 
the period of your deliberations, and 
that your families and pastoral charges 
may, in y o u r absence, be watchfully 
guarded by his gracious Providence. 
Intrusted with the highest interests 
ef the Church, invested with powers 
Involving vast responsibilities and ex­
ercising an influence which must affect 
even the most distant fields of labor, 
we earnestly pray that the Divine 
presence may constantly he in your 
midst, and that you may be endued 
with that wisdom which alone can pre­
serve from error, and direct to con­
clusions which God will approve.

Never in the history of the Church 
has a general conference convened 
under circumstances more favorable 
than those which attend this fifteenth 
quadrennial session of your venera­
ble body. The place of its assembling, 
farther West than at any previous 
period, this city, so recent in date, 
of such wonderful growth, located on 
the shore of a beautiful inland lake, 
yet reaching its arms of commerce to 
distant parts of the globe, seems in 
harmony with uor branch of the 
Church to which God has given such 
rapidly extending boundaries. Al­
ready its annual conferences reach 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
spreading alike over the immense
prairies and the towering mountains.

has not only kept pane with the 
advancing columns of population on 
this continent, hut, claiming the world 
for its parish, it has organized itB con­
ferences in Africa, Europe, and Asia.

The tims has peculiar interest as 
making an era in eur history. The 
first century of American Methodism 
has just dosed. Before us pass in re­
view its small beginnings, severe op­
positions, hard contested fields, its 
moral heroes, its fearless utterances, 
songs of joy and shouts of triumph. 
As in the presence of such :*a cloud 
of witnesses,” we meet in the first 
general conference of our second cen­
tenary. What may lie in the future 
no human eye can see, but we look 
forward in hopefulness and faith. The 
same grand and glorious doctrines of 
a free and full salvation which our 
fathers proclaimed still resound from 
all our pulpits. To fallen and sinful 
humanity is offered a Divine Re
deemni, whom, despite of all cavil- 
ings ef infidelity and “the oppositions 
of science falsely to called.’’ we re-

great ideas. Not only are the thoughts
of freedom wafted from our shores
stirring the hearts of the masses
Europe, but slumbering Asia with the 
weight of stagnant centuries upon her 

ms nartiv aroused, and tne oldseems partly aroused, and 
Celestial Empire, which scorned to 
learn from Europe, is to-day bowing
to receive lessons from America. Not 
our thoughts of government alone 
move the world. China knows Amer­
ica chiefly through her missionaries. 
It is the spirit of our free voluntary 
churches that gives inspiration -o 
our citizens who represent us 
abroad. The same spirit is to-day 
shaking the established Church in 
Ireland and in England; and when the 
connection of Church and State shall 
be severed in every land, when boast­
ing ritualism, and arrogant exclusive­
ness shall perish, the historian will 
turn to our shores to note the com­
mencement of the movement, and will 
rind that not least among the causes 
lias been the wonderful progress 
which Methodism has made.

Since the adjournment of the last 
General Conference, Rev. L. L. Ham- 
line, D. D.. formerly an honored mem­
ber of our board, has departed this 
life. Bishop Hamline was a man of 
genius, of culture, of varied learning, 
and ef eminent piety. He possessed 
botli a logical mind and a vivid imag­
ination. He was a beautiful and for­
cible writer, and a natural and effec­
tive orator. During his ministry he 
spent seven years in the pastoral 
work, was for four years editor of the 
Ladies1 Repository, and for eight years 
a general superintendent or Bishop. 
At the close of his second quadrennial 
term of service he found his health 
wholly inadequate for the arduous du­
ties of that office, and lie presented to 
the General Conference his resigna­
tion. From that time until the perisd 
of his death he was a superannuated 
member of the Ohio Conference. 
In death he was more than conquerer.

We are also reminded that some 
beloved brethren who took part in our 
deliberations in the last session of the 
General Conference have been called 
from labor to ‘ reward. Charles B. 
Tippet, Isaac Own, Samuel' Y. Mon­
roe. and Henry M. Blake will lie re­
membered as among our most devout 
and honored laborers, men who en­
dured toil, who stood in the van of our 
advancing hosts, and whose memory 
will be “as ointment poured forth.”

As members of th*1 Episcopal Board 
we desire in this public manner to t e -  
urn thanks to Almighty God that, not­

withstanding our iabors have been 
abundaut. and our travels have led 
part ef our number almost around 
the globe, yet our lives hare been 
spared, and no seyere accident has 
happened to any of us. We have 
been permitted to attend all the ses­
sions of the annual conferences, with 
but three exceptions, when there were 
jrovidential hindrances, and to pér­
orai all the duties devolving upon us 
in the order of the Church. We re­
gret to say that the health of our col­
ogne Bishop Baker has been materi­
ally impaired. While on his way to 
the Colorado and Pacific Conferences 
in 1866 he was attacked with a disease 
which seriously affected his voeal or­
gans and which was followed by gen­
eral debility. Though somewhat im­
proved in health he has been but par­
tially able to resume his labors.

Having been appointed by the last
General Conference as a delegate to 
the Wesleyan Conference of Great 
Britain, Bishop Janes, in 1865, at­
tended the sessions of the British and 
Irish Conferences, and conveyed to 
them your salutations. Ho was most 
cordially received by those churches 
which he visited in your name. He
will rr.akp his official report whan de­
sired by the General Conference.
Kev. Dr. Bowman, who had been ap­
pointed to accompany him, was, we 
are sorry to say, detained by domestic 
affliction.

Bishop Janas also presided in the 
Mission Conferences of Germany and 
Switzerland, and visited generally the 
missions in Germany, Switzerland, 
and Scandinavia.

In 1864 and 1865 Bishop Thompson 
made an extended tour to India and

members. These Conferences earnest­
ly desiring to make known to your 
body their condition and necessities
elected representatives under the 
form |and directions for electing dele­
gates. They will be present, and will 
ask admission as members of your 
body. This question rests wholly 
with you, and yet we deem it proper to 
say that if in your wisdom any mode 
for their legal admission can be found, 
Such action would greatly advance the 
interests of the churches in the local­
ities represented.

Near the close of the last General 
Conference authority was given to the 
Bishops "to organize among our col­
ored ministers for the benefit of our 
colored members and population ’ one 
or more Mission Conferences and to 
define their beundaries. Subsequently 
on the same day the Genera] Confer­
ence defined the Delaware and Wash­
ington Conferences by names and 
boundaries. The rule of disci­
pline requiring a probation of 
ten years was so far suspend­
ed as to allow the Bishops to 
organize into annual Conferences such 
colored local elders as had traveled 
two or more years under Presiding 
Elders, and were properly recom­
mended. Under this authority, the 
Delaware Conference was organized 
July 28, 1864, and the Washington 
Conference, October 27, 1864. They 
now contain 101 piinisters, and 26,487 
members and probationers. This action 
of these Conferences was hailed, By 
our colored ministers and member­
ship, with great joy, and has, we be­
lieve, been productive of much good. 
The ministers are becoming familiar 
with th» mode of conducting business, 
and many of them are rapidly im­
proving. At their recent sessions, 
they elected representatives to this 
body, according to the forms of the 
Discipline for electing delegates. 
Whether these representatives should 
be admitted, you alone have authority 
to decide. In our judgment, the suc­
cess of this work demands all the en­
couragement which the General Con­
ference can properly give.

Not only has the Church been great­
ly extended by the organization of 
Annual Conferences, but with devout 
thankfulness we record that the Divine 
blessing has been given in large 
measure to our pastoral work. Thn 
number of members and probationers 
has increased fmm 926,694 in 18*13 to 
1.146,081 in 1867, being an addition of 
222,687, or the largest increa-e which 
has occurred, with a single exception, 
in any quadrennium in the history of 
the Church. Part of this has arisen, 
as before stated, from the progress of 
the work Southward, where a large 
number of these who had not been able 

secure our services previously 
gladly welcomed our arrival among 
them; yet by far the largest part of 
the increase has been by conversions.

The material interests show an ad­
dition equally remarkable. The num­
ber of church edifices has increased 
from 9430 to 11,121—being an addi­
tion of 1691, or an increase of about 
eighteen per cent in four years. The 
value of churches in 1863. was $20,- 
830,554, and in 1867 it had swelled to 
$35,885,439—showing an increase of 
$15,054,885, or more'than seventy per 
cent in four years.

In the same period the increase in 
the number of parsonages was 717, 
and the increase in value was $2,- 
571,145—making a total increase in 
the estimated value of Church prop­
erty in four years of $17,626,000. 
By turning to the minutes of 1857 it 
will be seen that the total value of 
Church property was then $17,908,- 
184—thus showing that in the last 
four years the addition to our Church 
property was nearly equal to its value 
for the first ninety years of our his­
tory.
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Under the 
General Conference he organized the 
missions in India into an Annual Con­
ference, Decembers, 1864. His visit, 
we believe, was made a blessing to the 
missionary work, and an increased 
impetus has been given to our labors 
in these lands. On his return Bishop 
Thompson also visited our Bulgarian 
mission in Constantinople.

In 1867 Bishop Kingsley visited our 
mission stations in Germany, Switz­
erland, and Scandinavia, and also held 
the Mission Conference of Germany 
and Switzerland.

Arrangements were being made for 
one of the bishops to visit South Amer­
ica, bat learning from the superin 
tendent of the mission that it would 
would be premature, thé contem­
plated visit was deferred.

In accordance with the action of the 
last General Conference, a number of 
annual conference» bare been organ­
ized. Among these are four German 
Conferences, the Central, Northwest­
ern, Southwestern, aad Eastern. 
These ere in successful operation, 
much to the satisfaction of our Ger­
man brethren.

In thnt part of our Southern terri­
tory heretofore not included in an­
nas! conferences, the following con­
ferences were organized under the 
spooifio authority given to the bish-

---------*-«- June 5,1865; Mis-
%  1865; Tennes- 

-  th Carolina,

In all its arrangements this institution 
is in a state of great prosperity. To
these has b en  added by the
munificent liberality of Dan­
iel Drew, Esq., o f New York, 
a third institution known as the 
Drew Theological Seminary, and lo­
cated on a beautiful tract of land at 
Madison, New Jersey. A liberal 
charter has just been obtained from 
the Legislature of that State, placing 
the Seminary fully under the control 
of the General Conference. We in­
vite your attention to a careful consid­
eration of the question whether the 
guardianship of these institutions, 
having, as they do, for their object 
the education ef the ministry, is suf­
ficiently assured to the Church.

There is, we think, less tendency to 
the multiplication of collegiate insti­
tutions than during the former periods 
of our Church history, and there is a 
growing disposition to more thorough­
ly endow and sustain those which have 
been founded. S**veral new semina­
ries have been established in different 
parts of our werk, and generally, we 
think, under favorable auspices. We 
t:ust, however, that they will not be 
multiplied beyond the absolute neces­
sities of the localities; or beyond the 
neans and disposition of the Church 
to sustain them. In the liberal pat­
ronage of our colleges and seminaries 

recognize the strong purpose of 
the Church to provide for the educa­
tion of its youth. It is our imperative 
duty to watch over and to train those 
committed to oar care, that they may 
grow up attached to the doctrines and 
to the usages of Methodism.

The publishing interests of the 
Church, we are glad to say, are in a 

perous condition. The reports of 
the book agents, both at New York 
and Cincinnati, show a very large in­
crease in the amount of sales during 
the last four years. For specific de­
tails we refrr you to the reports of the 
agent-*, which hive already been pre­
sented. With improved facilities and 
with an increasing demand for oar pub­
lications, we anticipate that the future 
will show a much greater enlargement.

The periodical press continues to be 
au element of great power. Its issues 
are prized, aad the information dif­
fused tends to foster an enlightened 
piety. We hope the day is uot fur 
distant when in every family our 
Church papers rill be found.

Our Sunday schools show an increase 
n the number of children, amounting 

to 241.819, being some 18,000 more 
than the addition to our membership. 
The conversions reported also exhibit 
a large advance. New publications 
have been issued from the press, local 
libraries have been enlarged, and an 
increased interest has been awakened 
in the modes of instruction. The for­
mation of Sundav school teachers’ in­
stitutes has added to this interest, and 
has been of great service to the cause. 
How far additional encouragement 
should be given to this department of 
labor is worthy of your careful con-

deration.
The tract report shows an increase 

both in collections and disbursements. 
A number of new tracts have also been 
added to the list. While much has 
been done, we think it worthy of your 
consideration whether there is sent a 
systematic agency for the distribution 
of tracts as the interests of this de­
partment require.

The receipts of the treasurer of the 
Missionary Society show an unparal-

, and I

new churches; but the greatest pro­
portion probably by substituting for 
primitive edifices those of more com­
modious size and of costlier structure.

The last General Conference were 
pleased to direct the bishops to ap­
point a committee of preachers and 
laym en who should designate “to 
vr&at objects and in what proportion 
the money raised as Centenary Con- 
nectionai Funds should be appropria­
ted.” This committee met at Cleve­
land, Ohio, February 22, 1865, and its 
aetion has already been placed before 
the General Conference, It was 
found practically, however, that eur 
people generally preferred local ob­
jects to connectional ones. Hence, 
while Borne neble donations were made 
to the Mission House, to the general 
eduoatiena) fund, and to the Irish and 
German funds, the larger part of the 
contributions were given to colleges 
and seminaries, and for the, erection 
and improvement of church edifices 
aud parsonages. The religious servi­
ces were attended with more than or­
dinary interest, and in many places 
there were signal manifestations of 
Divine mercy. The aggregate amount 
ef the contributions for general and 
local objects is reported by the Cen­
tral Centenary Committee at $8,397,- 
662. That portion whioh is for the 
general educational fund and for the 
children’s fund is under the direction 
of the General Conference, and will
require appropriate action.
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been greatly prospered during the 
last four years. Many of sur institu­
tions, which were deeply embarrassed, 
have been relieved from debt. The 
endowment of others has been im- 
creased, and the general interest in 
the cause of education has been 
strengthened and extended through­
out the Church-

Onr theological schools are reported 
to be in a prosperous condition. The 
oldest of them, removed from Con­
cord, is now known os tko Boston 
Th»ologk-al Seminary. It h a t j B  
but partially organised in its newiiy «

bat liberal friends are rallying 
it, and it  premises to take at pronu
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o worship
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Notwithstanding the centenary

English population, and the accessi­
bility of the native mind, our expecta­
tions have been realized. The value
of our foundations, the number of our 
stations, the vast population which we 
have undertaken to evangelize, to­
gether with the certainty of steady 
and the hope of' rapid progress, 
though matters of congratulation, 
should impress us with a sense of our 
responsibility and the necessity of an 
enlarged beneficence. While the dif­
ficulties to be overcame in winning the
nn .fi v p a  t n  f 'V iri in u n ie o  „ ~  : zlnatives to Christ should inspire us with 
patience in waiting for results.

In Bulgaria, though but little fruit 
has yet been apparent, much faithful 
labor has been expended. Rev. Mr. 
Flockem has worked admirably in his 
field upon the Danube, while more re­
cently Dr. Long, the superintendent 
of the mission, who had been engaged 
in ce-operation with others in the 
translatien and publication of the Holy 
Scriptures in the Bulgarian language, 
has entered upon our mission work at 
Constantinople. We hope a founda­
tion is being laid for an extensive 
work in the future.

In Germany our missions organized 
some ten years since into an annual 
Conference have steadily been gaining 
in every element of strength. The 
Tract House in Bremen has issued 
tracts and papers both in explanation 
and defense of our plans, but chiefly 
to promote experimental piety. The 
Theological institute, formerly at 
Bremen, and over which Rev. J . F. 
Hurst, D. D., presided, has been re­
moved to Frankfort-on-the-Main, a 
generous donation of $25,000 having 
been made by J. T. Martin, Esq., of 
Brooklyn, for the erectionof an edifice 
in that city.

Our missions in Scandinavia, like 
those in Germany and Switzerland, 
have resulted from the desire of per­
sons converted in America to pro­
claim the Gospel in their fatherland. 
The work is more promising at present 
than at any former period in its his­
tory, and new fields of labor are al­
ready white unto the harvest.

In our South American missions 
there has been considerable enlarge­
ment. New doors have been opened, 
and cells for missionary labor are 
abundant. We have already stated 
the reasons why an Episcopal visit has 
not been made to that mission. A 
visit, however, is contemplated when­
ever arrangements can be made for the 
ordination of such licentiates in the 
employ of the mission as may be 
found by virtue of their talents 
and services entitled to orders, 
and when the other inter­
ests of the mission shall make it de­
sirable.

In I860 the Bishops recommended 
the establishment of a mission for the 
benefit of the Spanish-speaking popu­
lation in our Southwestern territories 
and in Mexico. The General Mission 
Committee made an appropriation for 
its commencement, and a missionary 
was selected aud was prepared to 
enter upon his work. But owing to 
the financial embarrassments of the 
missionary treasury, resulting from 
the failure of the receipts to equal the 
appropriations, the Missionary Board 
considered it unwise to commence it at 
present.

Provisions were made at the last 
General Conference for the organiza­
tion of the Church Extension Society, 
and in the following winter a charter

mum. ----------------- j , ----------------j
contributions failed forth in another 
direction the liberality of our people, 
notwithstanding -heavy drafts were 
made in the earlier part of it for the 
Christian and Sanitary commissions, 
and in the latter part for the Church 
Extension aud Freedman’s Aid So­
ciety, yet so Jeep and abiding is the 
interest in the cause of missions that 
the contributims have more than 
doubled. The largest receipts of any 
previous quadrennium was from 1860 
to 1864, amointing to $1,153,041. 
Those from 1864 to 1868 are $2,457,- 
548, an increase of $1 304,507. Yet 
so many fields have been opened, and 
so urgent have been the calls that the 
treasury is no’s in debt.

Our foreign missions are generally 
in a satisfactory condition. In the 
oldest of the EC,-he mission in Liberia, 
the progress bas been slow, vet it is 
thought there bas been more of an ag­
gressive spirit nanifested than during 
any previous period. The future also 
seems more hopeful. As the con­
dition of the colored population in 
this country it improved, the emigra­
tion to Africa rill be of more intelli­
gent and enterprising men. The de­
mands of cozmsrce, the call for skill­
ful mechauiqe md artisans to develop 
the resource^ of that country, and for 
teachers to edacate the youth mast 
bear to their stores those who will 
impart a spirit of increased enter­
prise.

In confarjpitr with the provision 
made by the last General Conference, 
the Liberia Aauiai Conference, with 
the ecncurretoc* and approbation of 
the inissionaky secretaries, and the- 
bishop having charge of the work, 
elected Rev. J. W. Roberts as mis. 
sionary bisbcjpkr Liberia. R evisited  
this country and was ordained and set 
apart for that wak by Bishops Janes 
and Scott, at lew  York, in June, 
1866.

Our mission it China is progressing 
steadily. Not entent with occupy­
ing the proviicsof Tookien, oar mis­
sionaries have (stored that of Kiang- 
sio, and have abated am ission in its 
capital, Kinkânf, heretofore unoccu­
pied by any Christian missionary.

The extent of the empire, the ad­
vance of Europan civilization along 
its coast and upte highways, the.rev­
olution of i dens mil institutions which
i l  «onstantiy agi rapidly going for­
ward, and the ftzection secured both 
to missionorieand their converts by 
treaty atipaUthm| mark China as the 
grandest field fe Christian missions 
which the earth tffords. W« may add 
that the inerswing oommeroa and 
facilities of comnonioation between 
onr Paciflo eo*s and the opposite 
shore increase« our responsil JilitT 
\Y* suggest that provision be maae 
for this organizsgbn of an annual con­
ference in our GEna field daring the 
next qazdrenniuh.

Oar India rnjbion field, we have 
every reason to IfcUeve, hae keen cul­
tivated by foithfë laborers, witn fruits 
worthy of their 
tio». In the protection afforded by 
the government, the patronage of the

was obtained from the Pennsylvania 
Legisl
D .D ., was appointed by the Bishop

m sy r
Legislature. Rev. Samuel Y. Monroe,

as the corresponding secretary. He 
entered upon his work feeling its im­
portance, especially in view of the ea- 
argement of our ChB  Church territory, and

liberal plans and arrangements were 
devised. The work was laid out, pos­
sibly, upon too large a scale, and in 
attempting to carry out these plans his 
health became impaired, and his sud­
den and mournful death interrupted 
and greatly embarrassed the operations 
of the society. Mere recently Rev. A. 
J . Kynett, D. D., of the Upper Iowa

appo
him, and he entered vigorously upon 
his allotted work. The society, al­
though not accomplishing all that its 
friends hoped for or desired, has been 
the instrument of great good. I t  is 
now upon a safe foundation, with the 

ect that its means of usefulnessprospect that its means of usetulness 
will be greatly enlarged. Some changes 
may be needed in its constitution to
fit it more fully for the work contem­
plated

The everthrow of slavery has made 
accessible for purposes of education 
and Christian nurture the colored pop­
ulation of the South. Commissions hav­
ing this end in view were speedily or­
ganized, and onr Church heartily co­
operated in] the work. But when the 
leading denominations withdrawing 
from the undenominational commis­
sions established societies of their 
own, and especially when the estab­
lishment of schools in connection with 
our missions became necessary, a 
Freedmen’s Aid Society was organ­
ized in connection with our own 
Church. It has now been in operation 
about a year and a half. Daring the 
first year fifty-two teaohers were em­
ployed, and about 5000 scholars were 
gathered into the schools. At the 
present time the society has seventy- 
two teaohers with about 7000 scholars. 
The education of the ffeedmen is a 
question so important to themselves, 
and io  vital to the future of the 
Church as well as of the country, that 
it demands as it no doubt will receive 
your earnest consideration

On the twenty-seventh of May, 1864, 
the General Conference adopted the
following resolution, viz:

Resolved, That the Board of Bishops 
be requested to consider and report to 
the General Conference of 1868 what 
changes should in their judgment be 
made in the boundaries e f the annual
Conforeaces to promote the highest 
weitere of the Church.

The Bishops are deeply impreseed 
with the importance of the aubjeot 
thus referred to them, and have given 
to it that oareful consideration which 
it demand*. Heretofore, in fixing the 
boundaries of Annual Conferences, 
too little regard has been paid to the 
otvU divisions of th* country; Nor is 
this surprising, since in those in­
stances in which the ecclesiastical 
organisation preceded the civil it 
necessarily defined its limits by moun­
tains, otreams, or other topographical 
landmarks. This primitive mode of

old ones the usual practice has been 
to divide by an arbitrary line without 
much regard to State or county lines. 
Hence it has happened that in the for­
mation of Conferences, towns and 
cities have been divided, and 
yet one of the largest States 

the Union has no Conference 
wholly within its boundaries, while, on 
the other hand, some Conferences 
embrace parts of two, three, and even 
four States within their limits.

In view of the influence of local 
legislation upon the corporate wealth 
of the Church, the benefit of ascertain­
ing from year to year eur ecclesiasti­
cal statistics within the several States, 
and the advantages of city, country, 
and State organizations in carrying on 
the various benevolent operations and 
other collateral interests of the 
Church, such as the distribution of 
the Word of God, the promotion of the 
cause of temperance, and the erection 
of institutions for higher education, it 
is eur deliberate judgment the Gen­
eral Conference might promote “the 
highest welfare of the Church” by 
readjusting Conference lines.

We know that there are serious, 
though we think not insurmountable, 
obstacles in the way. One of these is 
legal, growing out of corporate 
interests secured to certain Con­
ferences by name. It is presuma­
ble, however, that in nearly all such 
cases, if not quite, in the readjust­
ment, all pecuniary damage might be 
avoided through that love of equity 
and spirit of kindness which 
characterize all truly Christian 
bodies, and that enlightened legis­
lation, which would never refuse its 
aid, when necessary, to a just and 
satisfactory settlement.

Another difficulty which lias been 
regurded as formidable by some is 
even less serious. We refer to those 
strong personal attachments which 
years and decades of common toil and 
suffering, and pleasaijt business rela­
tions. and delightful social and religi­
ous communion have contributed to 
mature. Probably in most cases the 
separation of chief friends could be 
avoided, and even should this be fo'und 
impracticable, itcan not be doubtedthat 
men of God would cheerfully sacrifice 
personal feeling upon the altar of re­
ligious duty. Nor would such sacri­
fice be without compensations, not the 
least of which would be the acquisition 
of new fields of labor without the 
disadvantages of transfer.

There may be more serious difficul­
ties in certain cases, nor would we 
urge a conformity to State lines where 
it is found impracticable without the 
loss of important interests, though 
we tiiink such cases will rarely be 
found.

Should the General Conference be in 
harmony with us on this subject, we 
shall he prepared to give suggestions 
and furnish data to aid in the proposed 
readjustment.

In arranging for our centenary ser­
vices the General Conference was 

leased to express a desire that all 
ranches of Methodism might unite in 

those services. In this spirit of fra­
ternal union the bishops heartily sym­
pathized, and in 1865 some resolutions 
were adopted expressive of our views 
and of our desire to see Methodistic 
families more intimately associated. 
As the General Conference had ex­
tended to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Canada, and to the Method­
ist Episcopal Church South, with some 
conditions, the rule previously exist­
ing as to the British Wesleyans, we 
deemed it proper to say to the annual 
conferences that en the question 
of receiving ministers from 
other branches of the Method­
ist family we should not object to 
the Conference acting, if they desired, 
so to do on the same rule. We sub­
mit this action to your body, and ask 
that if it be approved such change 
shall be made in the Discipline as 
shall remove all ambiguity.

The subjeot of Lay Representation 
I b* .....................will come before your body both by 

resolntien of Annual Conferences and 
by petitions and remonstrances from 
the membership. It will doubtless re­
ceive your oareful consideratien.

W e respectfully ask yeur attention 
to the inequalities connected with the 
supernumerary relation. In some 
cases ministers who desire to engage 
in secular employments or agencies, 
or to travel abroad, seek for and re­
ceive a supernumerary relation with­
out an appointment. In a few instan­
ces the relation has been sought for 
the purpose of serving churchee con­
nected with other denominations, thus
retaining a claim for an appointment 
and possibly for support should there
be failure elsewhere. What legisla ­
tion is necessary to guard againt these 
evils and to define more clearly the

;y ot
yond the limits of their Conferences 
is for your decision.

Confiding fully in your wisdom and 
in your devotion to all the interests of 
the Churoh, we submit to your oareful 
review our administration during the 
last four years.

W e have received and are 
to lay before your body an address to 
the General (Conference from the Brit­
ish and the Irish W esleyan Confer­
ence. You will also be favored daring
the progress of jour  deliberations,
with the presence e f  honored brethren 
who will come as delegates from the 
British Wesleyan Conference, and 
from onr sister Conferences in Canada. 
They will be oordially welcomed as 
brethren beloved, and we hope to he 
profited by their presenoe and minis­
trations as on other occasions we have 
been by their pelleagues who have 
borne to us the salutations of their 
churohes.

“ Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that 
we oak or think, according to the 
power that werketh in ns, unto him

r In the Church by Christ Jesus 
orfd

and devo- designation wad naturally retained 
after its necessity oeaaad. In the
formation of new Conferences from

throughout all ogos, world without end. 
Amen.”

T . A. MORRIS,
E. S. JANES,
L. SCOTT,
M. SIMPSON,
E. R. AMES,
D. W . CLARK.
E. THOMPSON,
C. KING8LEY.

•on died the next day, when the 
reverted to the oriffiw holder. Tue »tue; 
i h ^ X l V r S S n S m  Involrin* » third 
change of ownership in  twenty fo u r  hours.

Alas ! I have walked through life 
Too heedless where I trod ;

Nay, helping to trample my folio** 
Aud fill the burial sed; ^

Forgetting tha t even the sparrow 
Not unmarked of God.

The wounds I might have healed;
The human sorrow aud smart ! 

And yet it  never was in my souler. -e .e.  ̂ •
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T h «  K a r ly  L i f e  o f  H e n u to r  W ll^
A correspondent of the Bostou 

writes from Farmington. New Hhium 
•Your article upon Henry Wilson'^* 

slavery record suggested to me the 
f sending to you the following cop, «ni of 
ill signed by him, which I found W  y0ur f 

among some loose papers in the ohf , 
chest. The original I have in my 
sion. I t  was evidently written by
the selectmen: __

“ 1833. Town of Farmington toiHukdred, 
Wilson, Dr. * ^ the

To 3j days’ labor done on the roadi *’ 
per day, $1 S3.

“ November 30.
* Received payment of tho select* 

said town in full for the above uccoim tek y< 
“ HENRY WlS ienceo 

“ On the back of the bill some g* miner, 
show that his tax (probably hid 41
was one dollar and twenty five ci
that he received the balance of üfy ference
cents in money.

“As Mrs. Stowe says, ‘ Mr. Wilson... 
life on the wording m ans side,’ for'J 
bound out at ten to live with a farm*
twenty one. He was to have the prij inrC1', 
of attending the district >chool threes The 
each winter, and on attaining ”
two suit8of clothes and one hundred 
in money. That event occurred in i 11,1180 
just before our annual town m e e tin g ^  
well remember seeing him thm s ini 
dom suit of stout brown cloth, and , 
ceiving several votes for selectman!’ 
stead of his hundred dollars he rect 
yoke of oxen, which, if I remember, 

e sold for ninety-four dollars. With
money he went to  Strafford, probably! 
terms (as board was then onlv abouti 
lar a  week) and worked out fiis tax
return, home a t the close of the fall 
He then went to Natick, and learna 
make shoes, earned more money, withi 
he returned to New Hampshire, and* 
W ilfooro' Academy, perliaps two ten 
am not certain whether two or more.

•These, I believe, were all his schoil 
vantages. But he had that naturaiii 
lor knowledge and persistency of &a| 
tion with which any boy in this cou 
can educate himself, and without which! 
free run of all the schools will not

worked on shoes at Nat 
once wagered with shopmates that he co 
make forty pairs of shoes before be si 
but went to sleep over the thirty ninti 
While serving his time with theiarm- 
spent all his leisure moments in
r . ... ., j.imj u.aiuiK-ai »»«Juan,
w ire kindly lent him by a sister oî thel J1
Levi Woodbury, then living here, and » JJL

took from the Rochester town 1; 
is said he would walk to Rock, 
en miles and back, of an afternoon, 

then sit up half the night reading hi; '
earned book by the light of pitch 
1 lazing in the open fire. When 

ghteen years old, I think, he iudu<
few of the boys to  join him in formii 
debating club. I t  was a short-lived 
as most of us were too young or too 
read to make it very interesting. Alt 
went to  Natick he joined a debating cl 
sixteen, 1 believe, every one of whon 
obtained an honorable position ii 
With this he remained connected 
years, and to  it doubtless owes v^ry
of the clearness and directness for ,r fc i>y  j
his speeches are noted.”

T h e  W e lle d  V o e a lU t —A  L o n d o n  l! 
itom ance.

I From Once a Week.l 
Some years ago a mysterious pan 

went the round of the press to the 
that a young and beautiful woman nu 
her p.ppearance every night at ten o’c' 
in one of the West End squares, aud ail 
superb vocal display she disappeared, 
one knew where or how, exactly as 
clock struck eleven. The Sunday 
professed to  give special aud exclusive 
ticu larsof the anorfrmous nightingf' 
she was termed, and even went so fur 
h in t broadly tha t she was a celel 
vocalist m arried to  a penniless Ion’ 
took this novel mode of enlarging an : 
cient income. Of course this piece of 
history preved to  be all invention. I 
the good fortune to  hear her on one 
sion in Buckley square. Seeing a li
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crowd waiting in an expectant attitude) ^  ( 
where a fashionable hotel is located, I ,  ,
quired the cause, and was told that 
mysterious vocalist, the nightingale, 
about to show herself.

As the clock struck ten. a lady dressed
deep mourning, having the upper 'Dart 
her face concealed by a thick blade
glided forward and took ker place in *Mv ; 
centre of a  space purposely kept dean *•» 
ker. I decided, from noticing the bei *** 
fal formation of the  mouth and cd.:, 
the finely rounded, fair throat, thati 
must be both young and more than ( 
monly attractive. She was accompi 
oy a  little boy, also in deep morning, 
carrjed an open reticule, w ithout defaj 
nightingale commenced a ballad, and i 
with such surpassing taste and feelingi 
holddbe miscellaneous crowd in mate i . . 
rapt attention. The song was followtd * j

accomplished artist. A collection J 
made; a  few gave coppers—all who c 
afford it gave silver. Tne little boy * 
his bag to the hotel, the balcony of 1 
was crowded w ith visitors, and 
turned apparently heavy with prpciomel 
The sum to tal most have been considéra 
and this, I was informed, was the asiul] 
ward of the hour’s work. When elf 
struck, the unknown stopped her i

tkreuJeä I

_______. .  ______ l learns«
i pitiful one. Sho was the daughter r  
relebrated teacher of music, and

,ugliter G
rated teacher of music, and hsd > 

educated for the stage; she married s q  
the wishes of her parents a  clerk in id 
office, who being detected In the tlKM
pardonable sin of uttering a forged J 
was tried, convicted, ana hanged.
three little helpless infants, and no mem 
earning & sufficient income, the bera 
wife adopted the plan of making her I  
voice and scientific attainm ents furnlq
means of subsistence. The close of 
story Is more hopeful. Her beauty,« 
tane, and accomplishments attract«! 
attention of a  clergyman In one of ths 
era countries. He married her, an; 
disappeared forever from public view.

About Army H osszs.—A contributf 
the Independent writes:

I used to  adm ire the hones in the I 
Well-trained cavalry hortet would q  
understand the bugle, and never m»Bg
takes. The men were sometimes coifij 
and would rein the horses the wro«|fl 
1 have seen horses rear straight upW
than obey th e  rein against the bngle. I 
the hones loose without riders, andil
sound of the bugle they wcmld form* 
selves into Une, and go tteough «

At the battle near Corinth I  watch«!] 
artillery horse«. They came In on > <] 

n, drawing a thirty-two pounder;! 
1 the instant the signal was given tj

wheeled, the piece was unllmbered iiHi 
r-.ent, and then at;anotker signal, they *

Stion and did goodexeSnUon.
ths rebels flanked ni, and we were < 
pelle*! to leave the gun asd fall back ei* 
rode. 111010 we reformed in good or 
and with fixed bayonets charged back n 
the rebels. They were in disorder and J
We took the gnu again; but knowing * 
we could not long hold the ground, l
object 
opened right and

. j  ground, e
to  bring off the gun. So } 
t  and 1*A ------ ‘ -■, aud the bugle sounjh

for the hones. They cams dashing up 
on the ran till they reached the gnu;

ly In no time j
saved i t  I stood there, though the bn|
were whizzing around' me. and looked |  

‘ admiration at those hones.perfect «
Had they no riders to guide them * 
Tea, but they obeyed the W M  

rider* could not control them.
obeyed the bugle. Tfe


