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THE EPISCOPAL ADDRESS.
Dealivered May 5, 1868,

To the (eneral Conforence of the Methodist

Episcopal Chureh:
Reveres:

AND DeAR BRETHREN—
fi yl the

cordial salut:
for you and 'l\mn ssing of
the great Hend humbly
beseeching him that in his fatherly
goodness your lives and your health
may be mercifully preserved during
the period of your deliberations, and
that your families and pastoral charges
way, in your absence, be watchfully
guarded by his gracious Providence,
Intrusted with the highest interests
of the Church, invested with powers
involving vast responsibilities and ex-
ercising an influence which must affect
even the most distant fields of labor,
we earnestly pray that the Divine
presence may constantly be in your
midst, and that you may be endued
with that wisdom which alone can pre-
serve from error, and direct to cen-
clusions which God will approve.
Never in the history of the Church
has & general conference convened
under circumstances more favorable
than those whioh sttend this fifteenth
quedrennial session of your venera-
ble body. The place of its assembling,
farther West than at any previous
period, this city, so recent in date,
of sucly wonderful growth, located on
the shore of a besutifal inland lake,
5“ reaching its ayms of commerce to
istant parts of the globe, seems in
harmony with uor branch of the
Charch to which Gml hu‘ given .nAelh

great ideas. Not onlyare the thoug!
of freedom wafted from our shores
stirring the bearts of the muases in
Europe, but slumbering Asia with the
weight of stagnant centuries upon her
seems partly aroused, and the old
Celestial - Empire, which scorned to
learn from Europe, is to-duy bowing
to roceive lessons from America. Not

thoughts of gevernment alone
move the world, Ciinu knows Angor-
ica chiefly through her missionaries.
It is the spirit of our frea voluntary
ohurches thut gives inspiration to
our citizens who represent  us
abroad. The same spirit is to-day
shaking the established Church in
Ireland and in England; and when the
connection of Church and State shall
be severed inevery land, when boast-
ing ritualism, and arrogant ﬂ.x';'lu-iv.r--
ness shall perish, the historian will
turn to our shores to note the com-
menoement of the movement, and will
find that not least among the causes
has been the wonderful progress
which Methodism has made.

Sinea the adjournment of the last
General Conference, Rev. L. L. Hom-
line, D. D., formerly an honored mem-
ber of departed this
life. Bi e was o man of

our

genius, of , of varied learning,
and of y. Huo possessed
both & lo 1and a vivid inag-
ination. was a benutiful end for-

d a natural and effec-
During his ministry he
n the pastoral
of th
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work, was
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a general sup
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to “reward. Chs
pet, Isane Own, Samuel
and Henry M. Blake will
abered as am
and honored laborers, 1
f «tood in the van of
2 hosts, und whose
sas ointment poared for
emhers of the Ep
ssive in this i

irn t
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abundant,
part of our numbe
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seyer
any of us.
nd all the
sions of the annuul conferences,
hut thry when ther
L-rn\uluut.nl hindrances, and
form all the duties devolving
in the order of the Church. Woe re-
gret to say that the health of our col-
le Bishep Baker has been materi-
ully impaired. While on his way to
the Colorado and Pacific Conferences
in 1860 he wns attacked with & disesse
which seriously affected his vooal or-
gans and which was followed by gen-
eral debility. Though somewhat im-
proved in heglth he has heen but par-
tially able to rasume his labors.

aving been appointed by the last
General Conference as o delegate to
the Wesleysn Conference of (reat
Britain, Bishep Janes, in 18G5, at-
tended the sessions of the British and
Irish Conferences, and comveyed to
them your salutations. He was most
cordially received by those churehes
which he visited in your name. He
will makg his official report when de-
sired by the Gene: Conference.
Rev. Dr. Bowman, whe had been ap-
pointed to accompany him, was, we
are sorry to say, detained by domestic
affliction.

Bishop Janss also Jreclded in the

G

mémbers. These Conferences earnest-
ly desiring to muke known to your
body their - condition and necessities
elected representatives under the
form Jand_directions for elocting dele-
gates. They will be present, and will
ask admission members of your
body. This tion rests wholly
with you, and yet we deem it proper to
say I{M if in your wisdom any mode
for their legal admission can be faund,
such action would greatly advance the
interesta of the churches in the loca!-
ities represented.

Near the close of the last General
Conference nuthority was gi
Bishops “to organize among
ored ministers for the benetit of our
colored members and population™ one
or more Mission Conferences und to
define their beund: h‘ulr-v-;alm‘tly
on the same day the General Confer-
enoe defined the Deluware and Wash-
ington Conferences by names and
boundaries. The rule of
pline requiging a probati
ten years was so far 1spend-
ed as to allow the Bishops to
organize into annnal Conferences such
colored locel elders as hed trave
two or more years under Pres
Elders, and were properly re
Under this author
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courage

Annual Co
thankfulness we

The num-
increased
21--being an addi-
tion of 1691, or an increase of abeut
oighteen per cent in four years. The
value of churches in 1863 was $20,-
30,554, and in 1867 it had swelled to
35,885,439 —showing an increase of
#15,054,885, or more' than seventy per
cent in four years.

Inthe same period the increass in
the number of parsonages was 717,
and the inorease in value was $2,-
571,145—making o total incrense in
the estimated value of Church prop-
erty in four yecrs of $17.6 )
By turning to the minutes of 1857 it
will be seen that the total value of
Choreh property was then $17,008,-
184—thus showing that in the last
four years the addition to our Church
property was nearly equal to its velue
for the first ninety years of our his-

dition equally re:
ber of church ed
from 0430 to 1

tory.

f!ut of this increase may have been
caused by the gencral rise in estimatd
ed prices, and part by the ercetion of
new churches; but the greatest pro-
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portion probably by substitating for
prirﬂitive edifices those of more com-

Y
ready its annual reach

from the Atluntic to the Pacifio,
alike over

the immense
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und Scandinavis.
In 1864 and 1863 Bishop Thompson
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ountains. | made an extended tour to
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China, and superintendin
our missi ¥ cﬁ:tntlnz
Under the given by the

organized the

missions in India inte an Annual Con-
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size and of costlier structure,

The last General Conference were
pleased to direot the bishops to ap-
oint a committee of preachers and

n all its arrangeménts this institition
isin a state of great prosperity. To
these  has b.en .added by the
munificent  liberality of  Dan-
jel Drew, BEsqy of New Yorky
o third institation known as _the
Drew Theological Seminary, and lo-
oated on a beautiful tract of land at
Medison, New Jersey, A liberal
charter has just been obtained from
tho Legislature of that State, placing
the Beminary fully under the control
of the Generdd Conference. W
vite your
eration of question whether the
guardianship of these institutions,
having, as they do, for their o
the education of the ministry, is suf
ficiently assured to the Church.
There is, we think, less tends
the multipli of collegiate  insti-
tutions thau during the former periods
of our Churchhistory, and thers is a
growing disposition to more thorough-
Iy endow an tuin those which have
been foun Sdveral new semina-
ries have 7 established In different
parts of our wirk, and generally, we
think, und yrable auspices.” We
hat they will not be
1l the absolate neoes-
lities; or beyond the
neans and disposition of the Church
to sustain thom.  In the
ronnge of wlleges and

sities of th

, both at
how &

and Cincinn
oreuse in the w
'hh‘ !“.i'
tails w

1 to the repert
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e day is not
1 ry fomily
vill be found,

1 to this interest,
ervice to the cause,
onal encouragement
0 this department of
iy of your oareful oon-

ot repirt shows an incrense
1lections and disbursements,
A number of newtracts have also been
added to the lit. While much has
been done, we think it worthy of your
aonsideration whather there is sent u
systematio agenty for the distribution
of tracts as the interests of this de-
partment require.

The receiptsof the treasurer of the
Missionary Society show an unparal-
leled inorease during the past quadren-
nium. Notwitistanding the centenary
contributions called forth in another
direction the liberality of our people,
notwithstanding ‘heavy drafts were
made in the ewlier part of it for the
Christian and Sanitary commissions,
and in the latter part for the Church
Extension and Freedman's Aid So-
ciety, yet s0 &ep and abiding is the
interest in the muse of missions that
the contributins have more than
doubled. Thelargest receipts of any
previous quadrmnium was from 1860
to 1864, amomting to §1,153,041,
Those from 154 to 1868 are $2,457,~
548, an increas of £1,304,507. Yet
#0 many fiells bave been opened, and
80 urgent have been the calls that the
treasury I8 nowin debt.

Our forelgn missions are generally
in a fi diti In the

vl.hl‘
hoth in

men who should designate ‘to
wzu objects and in what proporti
the raised as Centenary Con-

neotional Funds should be appropria-
ted.” This committee met at Cleve-
land, Ohio, February 22, 1865, ;:%nib
actiop has already been placed re
General Conforence, -

oldest of theu.!in mission in Liberia,
the progress lus been slow, yet it is
theught there hus been more of an ag-
gressive spirit nenifested than during
any previous peiod.  The future also
seems more. bpeful. As the oaxixl;

Y,J

_
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Bngli n, snd aGoessi-
bility of the native mind, our expecta-
tions have been realized. The value
of our foundations, the number of our
stations, the vast population which we
have underteken to evangelize, to-
gether with the certainty of steady
and the hope of* rapid progress,
though matters of congratulation,
should impress us with a sense of eur
responsibility and the necessity of an
enlargedl beneficence. While the dif-
ficulties to be overcame in winning the
notives to Christ should inspire us with
patience in waiting for results.

In Bualgaria, though but little fruit
hns yot been apparent, much faithful
lubor has heen expended. Rav. Mr.
Flockem has worked admirably in his
field upon the Danube, while more re-
Long, the superintendent
1, who had been engaged
in ce-operation with others in the
translation and publication of the Holy
Scriptures in the Bulgarian language,
has entered upon our mission work at
Constantinople. We hope a founda-
tion is being laid for an extensive
work in the futare.

In German
some ten years
Conference have

r missions organized
ce into an annual

dily been gaining
ut of strength. The
Bremen has ‘issued
tracts and papers both in explanation
and defense of our plans, but chiefly
to promote experimental piety. The
Theologi Institute, formerly at
Bremen, and over which Rev. J. F.
y has been re-

those

of per-
i) ca to pro-
the Gospel in their futherlan
promising at present
¢ former period in its his
lds of labor are al-

. Newd
ells for
unt, x
the reasons

opal visit hus

to that mission. A

) ,w.-:.--n shall

the Bishops recommonded
ut of & mission for the

beneiit o
lation in ¢ $
and in Generasl Mission
Committee made un appropriation for
its commencement, and a missionary
was selected and was prepared to
enter upon his work. Eut owing to
the financial embarrassments of the
missiopary treasury, resulting from
the failure of the receipts to equal the
appropriations, the Missionary Board
considered it unwise to commence it at
present.

Provisiens were made at the last
General Conference for the organiza-
tion of the Church Extension Soeiety,
and in the fellowing winter a charter
was obtained from the Pennsylvania
I.»gjislnluu-. Rev. Samuel Y. Monroe,

D. D, was appointed by the Bishop
as the corresponding secretary. IHe
entered upon his work fecling its im-
ortance, 03}1«0&]1{ in view of the en-
argement of our Church territory, and
liberal plans and arrangements were
devised. The work way laid out, pos-
sibly, upon too large a scale, and in
attempting to carry out these plans his
health became impaired, and his sud-
den snd mournful death interrupted
and greatly embarrassed the operations
of the society. More recently Rev. A.
J. Kynett, D. D., of the Upper Iowa
Conference, was inted to d

¢ | lation, which would ne

old ones the wsual practice has been
to divide by an arbitrary line without
much regard to State or county lines.
Henoo it has happened that in the for-
mation of Conferences, towns and

cities have been divided, and
yot one of the Ilergest States
in the Union has no Conference

wholly within its boundaries, while, on
the other hand, some Conferences
embrace parts of two, three, and even
four States within their limits.

In view of tlie influence of local
legislation npon the corporate wealth
of the Churr{’x. the benefit of ascertain-
ing from year to year our ecclesiasti-
cal stutistios within the several States,
and the advantages of city, ceuntry,
and State orgsnizations in carrying on
the various benevolent operations and
other collateral interests of the
Church, such vs the distribution of
the Word of God, the promotion of the
cause of temperance, and the erection
of institutions for higher education, it
is eur deliberate judgmentthe Gen-
eral Conference might promote *the
highest welfare of the Church by
readjusting Conference lines.

We know that there are serious,
though we think not insurmountable,
obstacles in the way. One of theseis
legal, growing out of corporate
interests secured to certain  Con-
ferences by naume. It I8 presums-
ble, however, that in nearly all such
cases, if not quite, in the rt‘atlﬂ'un-
ment, all pecuniary damage might he
aveided through that love of equit
and spirit  of kinduess  which
churacterize  all  trnly  Christian
bodies, and that enlightened legis-

use its
just and

aid, when necossary,
satisfuctory setticment,

Another difficulty wh hus boen
regurded a8 formidable by some is
even less serious,  We refer to those
strong personal attachments which
years and deeades of common toil and
saffering, nnd pleasapt business rela-
tions, and delightful social and religi-
ous communion h contributed to

matare. Probably in most cases the
separation of chief friends could be
avoided, and even should thiz be found

impracticable, it cun not be donbted that
men of God wounld cheerfully sacrifice
personal feeling upon the altar of re-
ligious duty. Nor wonld such sacri-
fice be without compensations, not the
lgast of which wwllnf be the acquisition
i ] without ‘llv'

ious difficul-
ties in certain s would we
urge & conformity to State lines where
is found impracticable without the

of important interests. though
imk such cases will rarely be

found.

Should the General Conterence be in
harmony with us on this subject, we
shull be prepared to give suggestions
and farnish data to eid in the proposed
readjustment.

In arranging for our centennry ser-
vices the Genersl Conference was

leased to express o desire that all

ranches of Methodism might unite in
those sorvices. In this spirit of fra-
ternal union the bishops heartily sym-
puthized, and in 1865 some resolutions
were adopted expressive of our views
and of our desire *o see Methodistio
families more intimately assoeiated.
As the General Conference had ex-
tended to the Methodist Episcopal
Church in Canada, and to the Method-
ist Episcopal Church South, with some
conditions, the rule previously exist-
ing as to the British Wesleyans, we
deemed it proper to say to the annual

conferences that en the question
of  receiving  ministers from
other branches of the Method-

ist family we should not objeot to
the Conference acting, if they desired,
50 to do on the same rule. We sub-
mit this action to your body, and ask
that if it be spproved such change
shall be made in the Discipline as
shall remove all ambiguity.
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BY TOM HOOD,
ey B
Alas ! 1 have walked through 1if
‘Toohh]eeldleu where Iuml;
Nay, he to trample my fe)
% A’nd‘u‘ i Sﬁﬂ Durial sod; "
orgetting that even the sparro:
Not unmarked of God. i ﬂ::;
The wounds I might have healsy) [l Prosen
The human sorrow and smar!
And yet it never in my soal X
To play so 111 aFﬂ; mi
Hut avil is wronght hi want ofy) e
As well as want of hoart, fo

,-———— pecel
The Early Life of Senntor v
A correspondent of the Boston
writes from Farmington, New H
** Your articls upon H
sluvery record snggested to me the

of sending to you the following of
bill signed by him, which I fouud | our |
AMONE some loose pqr.-n\ in the ol ald
chest, The original I have in my [ Resolre
sion. It was evidently written by, e
the ulectuelgn: 1B t
1833, Town of Farmington
Wilson, Dr. e W e
To 31 dnys' 1abor done on the rog) {
per day, $1 893, i ™
‘‘ Xovember %, calls
** Received payment of tho sel [
said town in full for the ahove aco ¥
‘“HENRY W] 0
* On the back of the bill soma
show that his tax (probably his poile Al
was oue dollar and twenty five ceny the
that he received the balance of ff ce
cents in money. 10 Jon
'As Mru. Stowe says, * Mr, Wilson Ve

life on the working man's side,’ for
bound out st ten to live with W fay

twentyone, He was to huve the p i
of uttending the district school thrae fo
each winter, and on sttalning his y L

two suite of clothes and one hundreg
in money. That vvent eccurred ig
Jjust before our annual town meetiny Ho
well remember seeing him there in |

dom sult of stout brown cloth, anj ’:":
. ng sevaral votes for selectmey of M

hundred dollars he res fhe
{f oxen, which, If I remember bl
for ninety-four dolisrs. Wit ura

he want 1o Strafford, probab)
s (48 board was then ol u'.som' ,“1"‘;’
week) and worked out Klnuw Actio:
0 home st the close of the fal| cont:
hen nt to Natick, and lears Lract
aliees, curned more money, with dolr
turned to New Hampshire, anl
Wolfvoro' Academy, perliups tw R
tain whether two or m
, I belleve, were all his
. But he had that nst e el
ledge and per: n tnclh
tion with which any boy in this oy 8
carn neate himself, and withount whi
free run of sll the schools will not Con!

him o Bm:ucmy educated man. Itk ed
thut while he worked on shoes

ored with shopmates thy
forty puirs of shoes by
to sicep over t 5
ving his time with v

rs old, 1 think, he
o joln him in fo
It was o 1

clearness and directness
s are noted.”
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The Velled Voeallst~A London §
Romance. P

1¥rom Once s Week. | o

Bome years ugo s mysterions puuzrdl B

went the round of the press to the ¢
thut & young snd beautiful woms ©
or appearancs every night st tes ocl [
in one of the West Bnd squares, and sft d
superb vocal display she disappeared,
one knew where or how, exactly = AT
cleck struck eleven. The Sunday e
professed to give special and exclusive 30!
ticulars of the snorgmous nighting by
she was termed, and even went 8o far P
t broadiy thnt she was n celd
married to s penniless lor
took this novel mode of enlarging un
olent income. Of course this picce of
hhwr”nudwbe all invention, |
the good fortune to hear her on ons
sion in Buckley square, Beeing &
crowd wailing 1n an expectant atiituds
where a fushionable hotel is located, I
quired the canse, and was told that
mysterious voulht.uthe nightiagale,
about to show herself.
As the clock struck ten, & lady dresed
deep mourning, having the up
her face led by o

The nub{o.ct of Lay Repr i
will coma befere your body both by

Annual Conferences and

him, and he entered vigorously upon
his allotted work. The society, al-
lhouﬁh not accomplishing all thet its
friends hoped for or desired, has been
the instrument of great geod. It is
now upon a safe foundation, with the
prospect that its means ful

by petitions and remonstrances from
t{e bership. It will doubtless re-
ceive your oareful consideration.

We respectfully ask your attention
to the inequalities connected with the
supernumerary relation. In some
cases who desire to engage

will tly enlarged. Some changes
be‘r::el({od in its constitution to

in secular employments or ies,
or te travel nbgol{ll.n seek ::ot“n:?l‘ re-

Bt
fit it more fully for the work cont
plated.

The :'verg:ruw of slave I:Ju made

dition of the golored
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this country is imj roved, ig)
tion te Afrios vill be of more intelli-
and enterpising men. The de-

, the call for skill-
s ta gl

and Chri d pop-

paeipeiydiin (wseseosicy, Ay it
out an a . A few 1n -
i Tl B e eught

Bery) 08
S s

i the
ulation of the South. C: iusi V-
ing this end in view were speedily or-
ganized, and our Church heartily co-
d in] the work. But when the

wd P
b o that couatry, and for

ns,
ining & claim for an appointment
and possibly for support cxouldlhu
be failure elsewhere. What

1a‘ndh§ denominations  withdrawing
front £ g, ) 9

sions established mi;ﬁuﬁof lln:r
own, and especially when the estab-
i of scheols In tion with

tion is necer
evils and to d

bility of those who
ond the

’ U |
{n gl g woitidadl 2

our i y &
Freedmen's Aid Society was or;u-
ized In connection with our own

f | Church. It has now been in operation
the | about & year and a helf. Dauring the

drst year ifty-two mm«:—

last four 8,
‘We have received and are
te lay before an

o
the from the Brit-
ish and the Irish Wesleyan Confer-
ence, You will also be favored during
“3‘1“"‘"}’?‘93‘"




