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Washington, December 10. — Internal 
ireinie Solicitor Biuckley and District At- 
mey Courtney had a personal collision. 

>e a owing out of the proceeding against Rol- 
e is. Hinckley was worsted, but neither of 

»a was much hurt.
.’ an(I Postmaster General Randall is in New 
** ** irk. considering the propriety of indors- 
l ell [$3,000,000 bonds authorized by Congress 
l*air ;the trans-Atlautic mail. The company 

ao plyiDg for the indorsement, have had the 
wJM3 printed, but appear to have no ves- 

3. Randall asks the Attorney General 
lether the indorsement is mandatory by 
«•—otherwise he won’t indorse.
Five hundred thousand bounty and back 
y claims have been adjusted during the 
st two years, involving nearly <*“0 non 

“ riie following is published here 
ti N ew  O r l e a n s , September 9, 1863.
■j LTuUock, Secretary N ational Union Catamite

llv home in St. Francisville was robbed 
armed Democrats on the twcuty-niuth 
August. They say they wanted to wash 

.'•leir hands in my blood and would have my 
fnetfhe e. They leveled their guns at my wile 
imde! d threw burning torche- upon my gallery, 
«••et* yas not in the house at th<* time.
TiX (Signed) J. P. NEVVSHAM, M. C.
:hes j \  committee from the Tennessee Legislu- 

re *3 ^er<‘* preparing an address to the 
not* esident, which will be delivered to-night. 
>eua ,ey say the militia bill is sure to pass,'but 
>IET1 Î *3e a dead letter if the President sends 
EUw ops enough to Tennessee, 
ipwi sternal revenue receipts to-day $268,000. 
Sjjj t average receipts this week are alarm 
• ’ small.

ter Monday next, 7 30*8 must be sent to 
vA p'ef United States Treasurer at Washington 
imber redemption.

iw ponded warehouse has been opened 
•jJ Aon, to which tobacco can be shipped for
Pa ort.

nin «venue Solicitor Binckley returned this 
Je’j njing, but did not report to Mr. Rollins, 

is engaged on an official report ot his 
ceedings in New York.
Ipecial Diapatcli to the M issouri Democrat, 

r’t [teller fro m  H e n r y  W a r d  B e e c h e r .
5;«tri Wa shin gton , D. C., September 7.—The 
Tbit wide will publish to morrow the follow- 
dasi letter from Henry Ward Beecher to the 
rty-w Wer®’ Grant and Colfax club of this city 
set, I P e e k s k il l , N. Y., September 4, 1868. 
idtin I, Hr. Seriner : Lear Sir—l received 
** „  jrnoiiceofmy election as an honorary 

jn aber of the Printers* Grant and Colfax 
passe i, 0f Washington City. I accept the 

* lor with ploasuto, and shall co-operate 
liyou in every just measure for the vic- 
r of those fundamental principles of 

ieaos.plaud K°°d government of which Grant
Colfax are the expositors.

* évolutions do not go backward, and I 
ABIS! r® every conödence taut the conscience 
oil* [intelligence which led this great nation 

wist slavery and to defeat it, will now 
lee to put the government into the very 
ids which either were raised against or 

job ich refused to help in its defense. The 
lidhesion of impatient Southern men of 

leTbii iworfit type to the Democratic doctrine,
I ben si inci.t d since the. paity went into alliance 
adÄ lb slavery, cannot but be as disastrous 

the South as wa9 the league- with the 
_ je  party before the-war.

“eou ^ 8Party seems fated to lead the South 
v' o desperate straits, and then to be utter-
bon; «able to help those whom it has delu- 
idm do 80 again. Utterly lost to
^moderation, the convention in New York 

- laid down a platform which will bring 
S war to the South again, unless it is 

isura rented by the victory ot the Republican 
str« ty.

I am, very truly yours,
H. W. BEECHER.

J
As h in g t o n , September 10.—The Prtsi- 
i is engaged to-night on matters which 
y prevent au interview with the Teu- 
pee delegation.

GGOBGIA.

ten t o f  I n e l i g ib l e  C o lo r e d  M e m b e r * — 
Pney W i l l  A p p e a l  t o  C o * B r e« « ~ G o v -  

1>̂ | r a o r ' i  P r o c la m a t io n .

anta, September 10.—House—A res* 
Jf'JS ton to reconsider those adopted ye^ter- 

reflettiug on the Governor's message, 
lost.

iè negro members lately declared inci
te, have published a protest addressed 

Ou*« he speaker and members of tho House, 
idoO Sich they enter solemn protest against 
i dn«l outrage perpetrated on their race, and 

appeal, at the proper time, to Congress, 
■otest is sigued by twenty-eight ex-

___ . members and twelve Republican
n str« mbeta, accompanied by a demand that 
*[u5 protest be entered on the jouanal of the 
tbereî ase. This the House refused to permit.

I compliance with a resolution passed 
tie Uenera( Assembly, the Governor 

v meat M» a proclamation in which he denies 
UaroUt ring glven authority for armed or un- 
Cwtel M organizations, and warns the people 

drilling and exercising in military tac- 
uwith arms by any ©rgauized bodyex- 
the army of the United States is u. 

borlzed, unlawful, against peace am\
’ order, aud must be immediately sus 
id. He tays that persons distinguished 

hostility to the United States are pro- 
; said acts of violence by publicly de- 
ng laws as unconstitutional and void, 

ie result is said acts of violence, 
quotes General Grant’s paroles given 
l tsral Lee’s army wherein it says: Per- 
aroled will not be disturbed by the 
J States authorities so long as they 
e their paroles and the laws in force 
they reside.

justa, September 10.—The Democrats 
nominated Mr-’Thomas J. Lawson for 
ess in the Fourth District.
Radical Convention here to-day nom- 
Hou. C. H. Prince for re-election in 
h  District.

F O R E I G N .

V ic t o r ia  a t  P a r i*  -  I t a l y  A s k «  
• a c e  to  W i t h d r a w  T r o o p *  fro m  
lg  a r ia — T r o o p *  R e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  

ror-C ;on ue*»loa*  M a d e  to  F a r r a -  
r t h e  S a l tu n  o f  T u r k e y .

Septembér 10.—Queen Victoria has 
,’aud leaves via Cherbourg this eveii-

September 10.—The cab strike

“tbd that Italy asks France to witk- 
troops from Bulgaria.^
"  ptember 10.—The Emperer re

viewed the troops at Chalons to-day. At
tendance immense.

The Queen ot England is here to-day, the 
guest of Lord Lyons. No state ceremonv 
is observed.

F lorence, September 10.—It is reported 
that Garibaldi has left Caprera for Naples to 
attend a congress of Democrats in that eity.

Constantinople, September 10—Tho con
cessions made to Farragut by the Sultan in 
allowing the flagship to pass through the 
Dardanelles and enter the Bosphorus causes 
much comment in diplomatic circles. The 
Sultan’s consent was accorded in the most 
gracious manner.

COLORADO.

N ew Y ork, September 10.—'The Tribune 
has a special from Denver City announcing 
the election of Mr. Bradford, Republican, 
Congressional delegate, aud claiming Re
publican gains in Colorado.

MEXICO.

I n u n r r e c t lo n  In S i e r r a —D e f e a t  o f  In n u r-  
(rent* a t  P u e b l a ,  W U h  JLots o f  A r t i l 
l e r y  a n d  P r is o n e r * .

H avana, September 10.—Mexican advices 
roprrt an insurrection in Sierra. The in
surgents had been defeated at Puebla, losing 
all their artillery and many prisoners.

CONNECTICUT.

U e p u b llc a n *  S t o n e d  b y  Democrat*.
N e w  H aven, Ct., September 10.—A pro

cession of the “Boys in Blue” was attacked 
with with stones, and several hurt; three 
dangerously.

MISCELLANEOUS.

D e a t h  o f  B i s h o p  M u m fo r d  a t  M o n 
t r e a l  — C h ic a g o  P r o p e l l e r  C u p tlz e d  
a n d  T h ir t y  L .|ve*  l .o a t —C lu flln  N o m 
in a te d  f o r  G o v e r n o r  o f  M a u n c h u .  
s e tt*  —T e n n e * « e e  M i l i t i a  B U I  — P e r 
s o n a l  D if f ic u lty  In G a lv e s t o n .

Montreal, September 10.—Bishop Mum- 
ford is dead.

C hicago, September 10.—The propeller 
Heppercampus, which sailed with twenty 
passengers and a crew of ten persons, was 
found in the lake, bottom up. She had 9000 
baskets of peaches on board, which proba
bly caused her to upset.

Boston, September 10—The Republicans 
have nominated Wm. Claffiu for Governor, 
and Joseph Tucker for Lieutenant Govneror.

Nashville , September 10.—The militia 
bill in Us present shape requires a certiti- 
cate of the loyal citizens who are freehold- 

approved by a Judge, Sheriff, Attorney 
General, or member of the Legislature, 
declaring it necessary before militia will be
sent to any county, said county bearing the 
expense. The bill thus amended will 
probably pas

G alveston, September 10.—At a Repub
lican meeting held here last night in the 
colored Methodist church, Mr. G. F. Ruby, 
colored, was assaulted by Dr. 11. K. Smith 

pistol. Both are Radical delegates 
to the constitutional convention. The ap
pearance of the police prevented further 
disturbance. The combattants were ar
rested, aud made their appearance before 
the Recorder this morning and were each 
lined for disorderly conduct.

B l v e r  I n t e l l ig e n c e .

Southwest P ass. September 10, C P . M .— 
Barometer 20.50. Weather calm. No arri- 

als. Sailed Bark Prima Donna. 
L o uisville , September 10.—River rising 
feet 9 inches in the canal. Weather 

wet aud warm.
St. L ouis, September 10 —The river has 
sen about a foot and is still swelling. 
V icksburg. September 10.—Passed up, 

Robert E. Lee at 4 P. M.

M A R K E T S .

D o m e s t ic  M a r k e t* .

sw  Y o r k , September 10.—Cotton i r  
regular; sales 800 bales; middlings 27®27ic, 
chiefly at the latter figure. Flour dull, su
perfine $7 10@s 10; extra 26@9 20. 
Wheat heavy, new white Kentucky $2 60. 
Corn closed dull. Mess pork $20. Lard 
closed easier, steam rendered U>4@20ic. : 
kettle rendered 20|@20^e. Whisky active, 
in bond 67ic-; free $1 25@l 17£. Turpen
tine 43@43^c. Rosin $2 70@L Freights 
quiet.

New  York, September 10.—Governments 
closed strong; j-20s of 1862, 112J; of 1864 
1091; of 1865 111: of 1867 108]; 1040s 104j. 
Money easy; demand moderate: call loans 
4@5; sterling heavy at 9j; stocks generally 
dull, but steady. Sub-treasury balance, 
$ 88,000,000.

Gold closed weak at 144. Southern bonds 
strong, witn a good demand, but light of
ferings.

F o r e ig n  M a r k e t* .

L o n d o n , September 10, Evening.—Consols 
94. Bonds 71 j.

Bullion decreased in Bank of England
£ 111,000.

Formosa won the Oaks stakes. 
^ F r a n k f o r t , September 10.—Bonds dull,

P aris,Septem ber 10.—Bourse dull. Rentes 
70.45.

L iv e r p o o l , September 10, Evening.— Cot
ton market steady : prices declined ^d.; up
lands 10jd.; Orleans lOjd.; sales to-day 12 - 
000 bales. Rosin quiet. Others unchanged.

L O U I S I A N A  G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y -

P R O C E E D IN G S  O F  T H E  S E N A T E  Y E S T E R D A Y

RAILROAD BILL IN THE HOUSE.

I E X A T £ .

S i x t y - T h ir d  D a y ’s  S e s s io n .

T hursday, September, 10, 1863. 
The Senate was called to order by Lieu

tenant Governor Dunu, at twelve o’clock M.
The roll was called—the following mem

bers present:
Anderson, Bacon, Beares, Blackman, 

Braughn, Campbell, Coupland, Darrell,Day, 
Egau, Foute, François, Kelso. Mouette, Og- 
&en, O’Hara, Packard, Pinchback, Poiudex- 
tet, Pollard, Ray, Smith, Thompson, Todd, 
WhiUiey, Wilcox, Williams. Wiuegenstein—

Prayet by the Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Turner, 
On motion of Mr. Ray the reading of the 

minutes was dispensed with.
STANDING COMMITTEES.

Mr. Ray, from the Judiciary Committee, 
reported favorably upon Senate bill No. 181, 
an act In relation to incorporations for ag
ricultural purposes.

Mr. Kay: I move that the bill be printed,
I Adopted. „

Mr. Smith, from the Committee on Elec
tions, reported progress.

Mr. Darrall, from the Committee on En
rollment, reported as duly engrosse.!-  

Senate bills 174, 162, let», 34, 20, 173 
172, 44, 139, 183, and 125.

Mr. Smith from the Committee on Public 
Printing repqrted favorably upon Senau 
bill, an act to amend an act entitled an act 
relative to public printing.

Mr. Smith: 1 ask fpr a suspension of the 
rules to take up the bill.

The President ordered the bill to be re
committed on the representation that

several members of the committee were 
either absent or had not signed the report. 

RESOLUTIONS.
Mr. Todd. I offer the following resolutipn: 
Iiesolved, That a Committee of three be 

appointed to investigate the work of clerks 
employed by the Joint Committee on the 
conduct of the late election, Ac., and move 
its adoption.

The resolution was adopted by a rising 
vote of 12 .yeas 8 nays.

Mr. Poindexter: I offer tho following re
solution and move its adoption:

W h e r e a s , In view of the difficulty of 
realizing the full amount of the warrants 
for the pay of the members of the General 
Assembly, be it

fLesolved, IThat the Warrant Clerk 
be and he is hereby authorized to draw 
warrants for the per diem of members to 
include the sum of twenty-five per cent in 
addition to the ordinary allowance.

And be it further allowed, That the War
rant Clerk be and he is authorized to draw' 
his warrants for a sum of twenty-five per 
cent in addition to the ordinary allowance 
to the employes of the General Assembly as 
their per diem.

Read twice under suspension of the rules, 
and referred to the Finance Committee.

The Clerk of the House appeared with a 
message from that body, and asked concur
rence of the Senate in House bill No. 198, 
an act authorizing the Police Jury of the 
perish of Jefferson to order the making of a 
shell road.

Mr. Ray: I ask for a suspension of the 
rules to take up a bill.

Rules suspended.
Senate bill No. 206, an act authorizing the 

,ssue of two hundred thousand dollars war
rants by the Auditor on the Treasury of 
the State to provide, by the sale thereof, to 
meet the expenses of the General Assembly, 
was read.

The bill was taken up section by section'. 
The first section wras read and adopted.
The second section was read.
Mr. Blackman: I offer the following sub

stitute for the second section:
Be it further enacted, etc., That the War

rant Clerk of both Houses of the General 
Assembly be and he is hereby authorized 
and required to sell said warrants at their 
highest marketable value, not to exceed fif
teen per cent discount, and to place the pro
ceeds thereof in the treasury to the credit 
of the general fund.

Mr. Pinchback: I move that the Treasurer 
of the State be named to act in conjunction 
with the Warrant Clerk.

Mr. Blackman: I accept the amendment. 
The substitute was adopted.
The third section was read and adopted. 
The fourth section was read.
Mr. Coupland: I move to strike out the, 

entire section.
Mr. Thompson: I move to lay the motion 

on the table.
The Senate refused to table the motion. 
Mr. Thompson: I call for the yea3 and 

nays on the motion to strikeout the section.
The yeas and nays were ordered, result

ing :
Yeas: Bacon, Day. Foute, Todd—4.
Nays : Anderson, Beares, Blackman,

Braughn, Campbe.l, Darrall, E^an, Fran
çois, Kelso, Ogden. Packard, Pinchback, 
Pollard, Ray, Tnompsou. Whit- ney, Wilcox, 
Williams—18.

The Senate refused to strike out the rec- 
tiou.

The section was adopted.
Mr. Day: I move the adoption ot the fol

lowing: Provided, that the provisions of 
the section shall not apply to warrants al
ready disposed of by the members aud em
ployees.

Mr. Ray: I move to lay the proviso on the 
table.

Mr. Thompson: I call for the yeas and 
nays.

The yeas and nays w'ere ordered, resulting: 
Yeas: Anderson, Blackman, Braughu, 

Campbell, Darrell, Egan, Foute, François, 
Kelso, Monette, Packard, Pinchback, Poin
dexter, Pollard, Ray, Smith, Thompson, 
Whitney, Wilcox, Williams. Wittgenstein -20.

Nays: Bacon, Day. Ogden, and Todd—4. 
The fifth section was read and adopted. 
The bill was adopted as a whole.
Mr. Ray: I move the bill be considered 

engrossed for a third reading.
Adopted.
Under a suspension of the rules the bill 

was read a third time and finally adopted 
k.with its title.

Mr. Todd: I give notice that I will move a 
reconsideration of the final adoption of the 
bill to-morrow.

Mr. Blackman: I move to reconsider the 
vote immediately.

Mr. Packard: I move to lay the motion 
of. Mr. Blackman on the table.

Adopted!
Mr. Day: I ask for a suspension of the 

rules to take up a bill.
Rules suspended.
Joint resolution No. —, regulating the 

time of settlement of State Tax Collectors, 
was read.

Mr. Thompson: I move to insert “thirty- 
first of December” instead of “thirty-first of 
November.”

The b’ll was read a second time under a 
suspension of the rules and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Smith: I ask for a suspension of the 
rules to offer a resolution.

Rules suspended and the following read: 
Resolved by the Senate, That the Com

mittee on Elections be aud they are hereby 
authorized and directed when any member, 
not less than three months, to proceed and 
take the testimony of auy witness or wit
nesses who may attend.

Mr. Poindexter: I move to amend by 
making the committee consist of five 
instead of seven members.

Mr. Todd: I move to lay the whole matter 
on the table.

Mr. Smith: I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, resulting: 
Yeas: Anderson, D4y, Egan, Foute, and

Todd-5.
Nays : Braughu. Campbell, Coupland, 

Darrall, François, Kelso, Mouette, Packard, 
pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Ray,Smith, 
Thompson, Whitney, Wilcox, William^, 
Wittgenstein—18.

The Senate refused to lay the whole mat
ter on the table.

Mr. Poindexter’s resolution was not en- 
tertadaqd, he having uot received a second. 

Mr. Smith s resolution was adopted.
Mr. Packard: I ask for a suspension of 

the rules to gfeve notice of a resolution
Rules suspétffied.
Mr. Packard:-̂ iAive notice that to-mor

row I will ofier’a Solu tion  to establish a 
Lew rule for the gov^^jgacmt of the Senate. 

Mr. Anderson: I ask lor a suspension of
the rules to introduce a bill.
! Rules suspended.

An act to carry Into eflfcàt article 132 of 
the constitution, -  e 0

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY—HOUSE BILLS ON 
FIRST READING.

House joint resolution No. 209, providing 
for the payment of members aud employes, 
aud prohibiting speculation in warrants for 
the payment of contingent expenses.

Read twice and referred to the Judiciary 
Committee.

Senate bill No. 187, an act defining more 
particularly the duties of Sheriffs, Coroners, 
Constables, and Clerks of Courts, and provi
ding penalties for their failure to perform 
their duties, and for contempt of Couçt, and 
the powers of the Judges over such officers, 
was read.

The bill was taken up section by section. 
The first aud second sections were read 

and adopted.
The third section wa3 read.
Mr. Ray: I move that the blank in the 

seventh line be filled up by inserting the 
words “ten days.”

Adopted,
The section was adopted as annn led 

fo urth and fifth sections were ad 
and adopted.

The sixth section was read.
Mr. Ray: I move to insert the words “said 

officer,” after the word officer in the twenty- 
first line.

Adopted.
The section was adopted as amended.
The seventh section was read.
Mr. Ray: I move to insert the word “dis

trict" before the word Judge, in the thirty- 
ninth line.

Adopted.
The section wa3 adopted a3 amended.
The eighth section was read and adopted. 
The bill was adopted as a whole. .
Mr. Ray: I move that the bill be consi

dered engrossed for a third reading.
The bill was considered engrossed.
Under a suspension of the rules the bill 

was read a third time and adopted with its 
title.

House bill No. 103, an act to provide for 
the relief of the Treasury of the State, was 
read.

Mr. Ray: I move that the bill be
made the special order of the day on Wed
nesday.

Adopted.
Senate bill No. 79, an act fixi g the sala- 
es of the District Judges of the State was 
ad.
Mr. Ray: I move that the bill be consi

dered engrossed for a thu-d re;.ding.
Adopte i.
Under a suspension of the rules the bill 

was read a third time and dually adopted 
ith its title.
Mr. Todd: I ask for a suspension of the 

rules to take up abil .
Rules suspended.
Senate bill No. 193, an act to authorize the 

collection of back taxes due the city of Car
rollton, was read.

Mr. Todd: I move that the bill be consid
ered engrossed for a third reading.

Adopted.
Under a suspension of the rules the bill 

was read a third time, and finally adopted 
with its title.

Mr. Thompson: I ask for a suspension of 
the rules to introduce a bill.

Rules suspended.
An act to provide for the payment ot the 

back taxes due the State, in State notes aud 
warrants of the Auditor of Public Accounts, 
aud granting an extension of time to the 
Tax Collectors for the collection rof the tax 
of 1867 to the first day of January, 1839.

Read twice under suspension of the rules 
au 1 referred to the Finasce Coinmitte.

The President called Mr. Anderson to 
the chair.

Mr. Braughn: I ask for a suspension of tho 
rules to take from the table a bill.

Rules suspended.
Senate bill No. —, an act to amend and re

enact article 334 of the Code of Practice, 
was read.

Mr. Braughn: I move that the bill be con
sidered engrossed for a third reading.

The rules were suspended, the bill read a 
third time, and adopted by its title.

Mr. O’Hara: I ask for a suspension of Ehe 
rules to take up a bill.

Rules suspended.'
Senate bill Nô  202, an act to create and 

assist the Louisiana Homestead Association, 
was read.

Mr. O’Hara: Im o.e that the bill be re
ferred to the Committee on Public Lauds, 

Adopted.
Mr. Ray: I ask for a suspension of the 

rules to take up a bill.
Rules suspended.
Senate bill No. 198, an act to create a re

corder's court in the city of Shreveport, was 
read.

Mr. Ray: I move that the bill he con
sidered engrossed for a third reading. 

Adopted.
Under a suspension of the rules, the bill 

was read a third time and adopted with its 
title.

The Senate adjourned.

In the Senate, Tuesday,’ September 8,
1868,

Substitute from Judiciary Committee for 
Senate bill No. 175, an act to amend the 
sixteenth section of an act entitled an act 
relative to criminal proceedings, approved 
March 14, 1953, and providing the manner 
of drawing for jurors in criminal cases, was 
read.

Mr. Ray: The main obiect of this bill is 
to prevent the influence that is often exer
cised by the judge’s charge upon the minds 
of juries. Much evil uot unfrequently re
sults from the fact that after a case has been 
very fully argued by both the defendant 
and plaintiff, the judge makes a longer 
speech to the jury than either of the parties, 
and the position he occupies, it often results 
in great injury to the case. The obiect of 
this bill is to prevent the judge from doing 
anything of this kind, ana to require that, 
where any charge at all is given, it shall be 
written by the party desiring it, and then 
be either approved or disapproved by the 
iuctee. Tf it is disapproved, it does not go 
to the jury at all. This is the law as I uu- 
derstaud, Mr. President, in many other 
jStâ es, and it is said to work well. It 
never has been tried in this State, 
though we have taken some steps iu 
that directlbn. Iu former years the judge 
"was controlled entirely' bv the old 
English rule which authorized the Midge to

■rove it. If approved it will go to the jury. 
The Judiciary Committee are unanimous in 
recommending this bill.

Mr. Bacon: Mr. President, it has been my 
misfortune, sir, to practice law under a stat
ute precisely like the one proposed by the 
gentleman,in two different States—the state 
of Mississippi and the State of Texas. The 
Senator from Claiborne, on my right, is 
proposing to add another section, which 
prevails in this city now—to give the 
defendant the closing argument in the case.

That system was invented and tried ‘a 
Mi8si&8ippijfer a time, and it has prevailed 
in Texas during all the time that the Civil 
Code and the Code of Practice was ths revol
ver and the bowie knife. It is intended, 
sir, to enable menjto get rid of justice—to 
prevent conviction in any case if a man has 
rneaus enough to employ lawyers to worry 
down a jury and a court, and finally get the 
last word, and thus, whether by bullying or 
money, to procure a verdict of acquittal. 
For one, sir, haviug seen the practical op
eration of this system of favoring the crim
inal, and of having laws upon the statute 
book merely as scarecrows, without auy in
tention of providing for the conviction of 
men for crime, I am opposed to them. I am 
opposed to auy such advantages being given 
to criminals,and opposed to any such induce
ments being offered to crime. Our difficulties 
are not bacause we have not laws enouglqbut 
because the laws are not executed. Aud 
they are not executed because we give 
criminals every chance to get clear, and 
give no chance to the officers of the law to 
biing them to justice.

Now, sir, as one who sincerely desires to 
.ee order restored to the State, I am iu favor
of taking away the advantages in favor of 
crime. I want to see every man allowed 
what the law gives him, whether it tends

^express his opinion upon the evidence 
well as the law' of the case. But f< v the last 
Ifew years the law has taken away from the 
Judge the right to exprès» any opinion ffpon 
(the evidence. That is now the law; the 
Judge has no right to take up the evidence 
t>i give any opinion iu regard to its credi
bility; but he may give an opinion in regard 
to the law applicable to the » «sr. The ob
ject of this law is to prevent the judge from 
giving any ■opinion at all in regard to the 
law. to make it neceitery for the plaint
iff or defendant, should either of them de
sire a change, to reduce the same to writ
ing, when tae judge can approve or diaap-

to his conviction or acquittal. There is no 
good reason why he who sits upon the 
bench, holding the scales of justice in his 
bauds, should cot at least pronounce the 
law to these jurors, ignoraut and unin
structed upon the law^ as they often are, 
whether they be merchants, or laborers, or 
planters, or whatever they may be.

The Judge sitting on the bench, holding 
the scales of justice, and having no preju
dice either for or against one party or the 
other, is certainly most competent to de
clare the law to the jury. These jurors 
have no right to decide what the law is; 
they have no knowledge upon the subject. 
They are without any knowledge as to the 
law,*and there sits before them a inan, sir, 
in you do here in this body, who has no in
terest with one or the other, and who has 
made the law his study for at least ten 
years, and from that perhaps to fifty, whose 
place it is to expound the law to that jurv, 
and give them the true and legal 
effect of the facts, if facts be proved. 
Aud, sir, I think that those who profess here 
that they desire lawlessness to be done away 
with are” doing their best to promote law
lessness aud increase crime by giving ad
ditional opportunities and facilities to 
criminals to escape its just penalties. I can 
not declare with one breath that I urn anxi
ous to put down crime and in the next so 
act that criminals shall always escape Us ef
fects and penalties. In those Slates iu 
which violence has goue unpunished the 
most extensively, just shell provisions pre
vail: aud iu those States where violence has 
been prevented by strict execution of the 
law and adherence to all the past usuages of 
the law, violence and crime have been di
minished aud prevented. And, sir, I am 
sorry to see any proposition urged here that 
I believe will further encumber the execu
tion of law and encourage the commission of 
crime. Iu their deliberations it is often 
necessary for juries to pass upon intricate 
laws'upon the strict execution of which de- 
pendè the peace aud order of the commu
nity. They can not be expected to do this 
correctly aud safely with instruction from 
the learned aud impartial judge who pre
sides over them.

Mr. Blackman : Mr. President, I offer the 
followiug additional section to the bill,
“ That the defendant iu all criminal trials 
be. and he is hereby entitled to the closing 
argument in the case.”

I cannot imree with the gentleman from 
Orleans in his argumeut. The jury in 
many criminal cases are not only by law 
the judges of the evidence, but also of the 
law. This bill only proposes to take away 
the right of the judge who presides over 
the court of justice, to give additional 
instructions to the jury after the attorneys 
upon both sides have read the law and 
rehearsed the evidence. In other words, it 
takes away his right to explain the law or 
tell them what his opinion is of the law.

Now, sir, 1 have not been long in the 
practice of the law, but it is my humble 
opinion that if you give the right to the 
judge to explain the Taw to the^jurv, you 
almost give him the power to convict or 
acquit. Animosities which exist iu the 
bosom of men, aud which wo all know hu
man nature is iucapablo of entirely throw
ing off, sway the judge in giving his charge 
to the jury upon questions of law. Now, 
sir. the obiect of this bill is to prevent auy 
undue influence being exercised by the 
Judge over the minds of the jury, by “leav
ing it entirely to the jury to decide the law 
aud the evidence. If the prisoner be guilty 
the jury can decide aud make up their ver
dict iust as well without assistance from 
the judge as with it. Therefore, Mr. Presi
dent, I think this is a good bill: and more 
especially, sir, do I believe the additional 
section ought to be added to the bill to give 
tue criminal, when he is charged with a 
high ciime, the last argumeut upon the 
case, because it is within the province of 
a District Attorney to influence and preju
dice to a great extent the minds of the jury 
against tue prisoner, when he knows the 
prisoner has no reply. He? may go outside 
of his legitimate argument: he may go out
side of the law and the evidence and appeal 
directly to the passions and prejudices of 
the community in which the case is tried, 
and by this means he may secure the con
viction of a man who should be cleared 
both by the law aud the evidence. There
fore, I think it is nothing more than what 
is dictated by common humanity to give a 
man who rnay be on trial for life the laut 
argument in the case, and with that addi
tional section I shall support the bill.

Mr. Bacon : I will tell you that that amend
ment was originated by Senator Foot, of 
Mississippi, to carry a murderer out of jus- 
justice, just thirty years ago. (Laughter.)

Mr. Foute: Mr. President. I don’t see any 
necessity for an amendment to this bill, or 
for the bill itself. It will chaoge very ma
terially certain very well defined landmarks 
iu the administration of justice. Now, sir, 
as to the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Claiborne, I know that it is adopted in 
the adjoining State of Mississippi, my own 
old State, ami I believe it has worked very 
well. But that part of the bill which pre
vents the judge from charging the iurv upon 
the law, will greatly obstruct the adminis
tration of justice on the part of the State, 
und protect criminals also. To prevent 
the judge from explaining the law 
to the jury, however enlightened or 
ignorant the jury may be, takes away 
the powtrs which every constitutional law 
that I know of confers tipon him in auy and 
every couutry. I know of no independent 
judge, who would obey such a law, and cer
tainly if I was on the bench I would uot do 
it. The judge knows the law and it is his 
province to instruct the jury in regard to it. 
If it is desirable or proper that this law 
should be past we had better take the judge 
off the bench and abolish his office entirely, 
for in passing this law you disarm him and 
deprive him of the very power» he is put 
upon the bench to exercice. ThiB is the part 
of the bill thitt I ohject to.

'Mi. Campbell: Mr. President, on the ques
tion upon which the honorable Senator lr«m 
the First District has spoken, I also wish to 
speak. Bnfr the only question at present 
before the House, as I understand it, is upon 
the amendment of Senator Blackman.

The amendment of Senator Blackman was 
then adopted.

honorable Senator from the F irs t District, 
and the Senator from the Fourth District, 
in their opposition to one provision of this 
bill; and I would go further than they do, 
aud say this: that in my opinion, with my 
limited knowledge of fair and experience

Practice before the Courts of the 
iî-18 one of tbe or038*ai and most alarming innovations upon the Institutions 

SSiiSS.8!?*'*1® country that has ever been 
brought before any Legislature.

1 not certain, that 
SrJSS Northwestern States a pro

vision of this kind was adopted, where 
there was a peneral prejudice against the 
profession o* the law felt by an ignorant 
and uneducated populace. It amounts to 
merely this—putting in the hands of twelve 
men, who know just as much about law 
sometimes, as a horse or a mule, not only 
the disposal of the facts, but also the law 
of the case. It is truly absurd and ridicu
lous—the idea of taking from the judiciary 
the power to interpret the laws of the coun
try; of taking that power from them and 
putting it in the hands of twelve men who 
know no more about law than a mule ! A 
celebrated lawyer once said that God Al
mighty knew everything in this world ex
cept one, and that was what wa,s concealed 
in the bowels of a petty jury. Avd I appetl 
to the experience of every lawyer here as to 
the truth of the assertion. Eveu upon the 
most patent facts you will find a iury to 
disagree, upon a mere question of fads 
plain aud apparent. It is dragging down 
the jurisprudence of the country to make It 
a mere farce; and not only that, I go further 
than the Senator from the First District in 
this: I say this bill Î9 clearly unconstitu
tional. We have three grand departments 
in this State under the constitution—the 
legislative, the executive, and the judicial. 
The power of interpreting and construing 
the laws of the State in all their applica
tions and bearings upon practical matters 
of business, is firmly vested ia the judiciary 
by the constitution.

This bill, as I believe, strikes at the 
fundamental provisions of the constitu
tion. I am unwilling, sir, as a ci tire i 
of this State, as a person liable to go before 
the courts at auy time, to intrust my rights 
to a set of men who know nothing about 
law—men who are no more qualified to in
terpret laws than they are to interpret the 
course of comets, or decide the laws of 
chemistry, or any other scientific question 
upon which they have never bestowed a 
thought. This is a grave question involv
ing the rights of the people. I hope that 
Senators will serioualy reflect upon this bill 
before acting upon it, It seems to me a bill 
that tends to break down every barrier set 
up by the judiciary to protect men in their 
legal rights, aud to make appeals to the 
courts a mere game of chance.

Mr. Ray: Mr. President, I consider this a 
bill of extraordinary importauce; much 
may be said upon both sides. T move that 
the bill be printed and postponed until 
next Monday, and made the special order of 
the day lor that day.

The motion was adopted.
In the Senate, Wednesday, September 9, 

the Registration bill, as reported from the 
Conference Committee, being under consid 
eration, the first sectiou was read.

Mr. Bacon: If there are auy additional 
formalities to be gone through with before 
these Commissioners go to work, it will 
greatly delay the work. The preparation of 
this pamphlet will cause a week’s delav iu 
the registration. There is too little time 
now for a complete registration, aud that 
latter clause, which seems to forbid the Su
pervisors from going to woik until this 
pamphlet is prepared and sent on, should 
be stricken out.

Mr. Packard: Mr. President, in replv to 
the Senator, l think it will facilitate *tlie 
work of the Board of Supervisors to have 
these rules. Books and stationery must be 
procured, aud while this is being done 
these rules will assi3t the Supervisors in the 
parishes in preparing themselves for a 
proper discharge of their duties. When 
these books are sent out ail the rules and 
regulations necessary will be sent with 
them.

Mr. Bacon: I think the pamphlet is a 
good idea, but what I think is unwise is to 
make of this a pre-requisite to their begin
ning their work. If they don't happen to 
get the w’ork they can't go on.

Mr. Packard: There is very little work 
to get out the pamphlet.

Mr. Bacon: We have got too much red 
tape about the registration this year any
how. Intelligent and sensible men meet 
me on the street every day and want to 
know how many are disfranchised by the 
fourteenth amendmenth of the Constitution 
of the United States—men of excellent in
telligence, superior minds, who insist upon 
it that their present registration papers 
are all that is sufficient. Under 
all these circumstances I do not want 
any more red tape twisted about this 
work ot registration, and the remote parts 
of the State will hardly get these documents 
before the registration takes place. The 
mails are so slow that it takes nearly thirty 
days to carry a letter to the farthest off par
ishes of the State; and if with the addition to 
the great quantity of blanks already reouired 
we have something more added, the people 
of Union parish, aud other remote parishes, 
may not hear of a registration at all until 
the day of electiou. Now, I am very anx
ious that the gentleman's pamphlet should 
be prepared, but I don’t want to have it 
stuck iu there that until they get the pam 
phlet there shall be no registration.

Mr. Packard : If the gentleman will yield a 
moment I willexplainjthe object of it. It is 
well known that the books can be prepared 
here and sent to the parishes a great deal 
cheaper and more surely, and that we 
shall facilitate registration by so doing 
and so long as we have yet to prepare the 
books, and the registration is to be made in 
the books, it is just as w'ell while preparing 
the books that they should prepare the 
pamphlets. These rules are to instruct Su
pervisors as to who are entitled to register, 
and who are not; aud it seems that we can 
not progress until we have an understand
ing in the parishes who are to register, and 
who are not. The amendment which pro
vides that copies shall be forwarded forth
with is by unanimous consent of the com
mittee.

Mr. Campbell: Mr. President, I wish to 
make a remark imon this registration bill.
I was in favor, owing to the lateness of the 
day at which this bill is to become a law 
and in order that perfect fairness and jus
tice should be extended to all parties in the 
fetate, and to the minority in the General 
Assemb y—I was iu favor of takit g the mili
tary registration under the military com
manders, as a basis, in order that it might 
not be said that, by any design on our part, 
thissregistration was postponed in order to 
prevent a full registration of the people of 
the State. But 1 am informed thi3 morning 
that the books of registration cannot be ob
tained lor any portion of tbe State except 
the parish of Oileaas, and that such a pro - 
vision would therefore be inoperative. If 
that is correct I will not make such a mo
tio n  butif these books can be obtained 
I would be m favor of adopting that regis
tration as a basis, if it can be done.

Mr. Bacon: I will say. Mr. President, that 
it, as the gentleman says, the books are ex
tant for the parish of Orleans they can be 
used for this parish, aDd I hope he will in
troduce a bill to that effect. It will be im
possible for the registers of this parish to 
register all the voters of the third ward 
aloue—the ward in which we sit—because 
there is a great deal more to be gone through 
with under this bill —under the act we have 
passed-—than under that under which Gene
ral Sheridan registered. We have three 
times as many formalities to go through 
with, aud this third ward alone contains 
more voters than these three Supervisors are 
competent to register within the time lim
ited. This very bill of ours requires a ma
jority of the registrars to be present to un
dertake a registration. Clerks can not do it 
A m j nity must be present. I trust, there
fore, that my colleague from the Hecond 
District, will at least, if it be impossible to 
obtain the books of registration of the 
other parishes, mtroduce a bill which will 
make it applicable to this parish. Those 
»re in the bauds of the State Registrar for 
the city. I think if application was made 
to the military compander they could be 
lound, and that he would cause them to’be 
delivered over. As a measure of justice to 
the-people whom I represent here—people 
P/ a*l parti» s—-I would urge this course;.for 
jf lawyers and merchants are unable to get 
U through their heads—what they must do

other. the ?ext election—we must expect
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lut e time to be actually eaiploved in the 
registration. The books for the c ^n trv  
parishes were sent to the Sheriffs. The Sec
retary informed me that he was so Informed 
by the Secretaries. The bill as it now stands 
is incomplete.

Mr. Packard: I will read article twffiity- 
fcve of the constitution. “At its first •ses
sion under the constitution, the General 
Assembly shall provide by law that the. 
names and residences of all qualified elec
tors shall be registered in order to entitle 
them to vote; but the registry shall be free 
of cost to the electors.’'

This matter has been already investigated 
and talked over, aud it is conceded that so 
long as we have got to have a regulation 
for those not already registered it wiJi not 
facilitate things to adopt the old registration, 
for the reason that many of those already 
registered under the reconstruction acts 
may not be entitled to register under the 
constitution unless they have filed their 
Certificate or recantation oath. And so lone 
as the registration must be gone through 
to register those not already registered, i t  
will be about as much work to omit those 
already registered as to include them. We 
do not know who is registered, and unless 
the parcy applies we must go through all 
the books to find whether a man is regis
tered or not, and I can’t concieve how we 
can adopt tbe old regisiratiou without vio
lating article twenty-five of the constitu
tion.

I move that the rules be sn?pended to pat 
the bill on its final reading.

The bill was finally adopted.
House bill No. Ill, an act levying a special 

tax, etc., being under consideration, Mr. 
Ray moved that it be read section by se&-»- 
tion.

Adopted.
Section first having been read—
Mr. Ray ; Mr. President, I regard this 

bill as perhaps of more importance 
than any one bill before the Legislature.

The object of this bill is to provide for the 
payment of the mature indebtedness of the 
State. The different amounts of State in
debtedness now mature, consist first of 
coupons on bonds past due, State notes that 
have been paid out for the past indebted
ness of the State: next are warrants paid 
out fui previous appronilations unpaid. 
Next is the debt created for the expenses of 
the convention. These four amounts of in
debtedness which are now due. or will be 
on the first of January next, will amount to 
$2,000,000, In round numbers. This tax' 
that is now proposed is a special tax for the 
purpose of meethig this indebtedness of the 
State.

Now, Mr. President, our State Treasury 
is empty. There is no me an if whatever 
provided by which this mature indebted
ness of the State can be settled, and it is 
necessary to enable us to carry on the State 
government, and to protect the State from 
inundation through the levies and other
wise. Now, it is quite out of the question 
tor us to extend tue credit ot the State to 
amount to any thing unless the Legislature 
shall provide menus to settle the indebted
ness of the State: and the main ob
ject ük of the bill is to give the 
State credit by meeting our mature liabili
ties. It is for the purpose of carrying on 
the State government and protect us from 
overflow and other disasters that we should 
protect the credit of the State. We ought 
to authorize the sale of the four millions of 
levee bonds already issued, or provide for 
the issue of new bonds. We can not expect
our credit to be maintained without hä< 
iug our mature obligations. Hence it
that after a most cautious consideration by 
the Finance Committee of the Senate, and 
the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
House, and after conferring with men who 
are believed to understand these things the 
best in the community, aud after conferring 
with all classes of taxpayers, it is unani
mously thought that this bill is the best 
possible plan that could be. devised for keep
ing up the State credit, to do what honest 
men ought to do to provide for the payment 
of the debts of the State. The bill va» 
passed with considerable unanimity by the 
Ways and Means Committee of the 
House, and the Finance Committee 
of the Senate. They have sought in
formation from every source from, 
the commencement of the session 
up to the present time in order to qualify 
themselves for action upon it. I have niF- 
self gone to every man that I thought was 
competent to offer a mature aud correct 
opinion upon the subject—merchants, me
chanics and every class of men I have met 
with, and their opinion has been most 
unanimous that the safest, aud really the 
only plan by which we could srtve tho State 
credit now is to levy a tax sufficient to meet 
the mature indebtedness of the 8tate. 
With this explanation of the first section of 
the bill, its notorial portion, 1 will further 
observe that the back taxes, due in 1861, 
1862, 1863 and 1,804 that have not been col
lected are suspended by law until the first 
of next January, There is a bill now ia  
the House, which will doubtless be passed, 
suspending the payment of these taxes.

The voice of tne Legislature is almost 
unantmous in favor of remitting the taxes 
of 1961, 1862,1863 and 1864. With this ex
planation I shall move that the first sectioa 
of this bill be adopted.

Sections one aud two of the bill were thea 
adopted.

Mr. Blackman: I offer ah additional
section, to be section third :

Be it further enacted, etc., That the 
taxes now due the State for the years 1861, 
ls62, 1863, and 1864 be and they are hereby 
remitted, and shall not be collected.

The additional sectiou was adopted.
Mr. Braughu: The people of New Orleans 

having iu their possession a large amount 
of city money exppef to pay their taxes ia  
the citv currency.

Mr. felackmau": This has no reference to 
the city currency or taxes, but to the taxes 
due the State.

The bill was finally passed.
House bill twenty-eight, an act to incor

porate the town of Alexandria, having been, 
read,

Mr. Blackman presented a petition signed 
by 129 citizens of Alexandria, and said:

Mr. President, I presume that Mr. Kelso, 
who represents the District in which 
Alexandria is situated, knows the par
ties who have signed this petition. The 
principal property-holders and citizeM 
of the place do not seem to desire 
that the corporation should be ’changed 
and its limits extended. They beg of 
the Legislature to defeat the measure, 
and have taken the trouble of sending for
ward this petition. It is a duty that we 
owe to these citizens, and a mark of respect 
that representatives should always pay to 
their constituents to defeat a measure which 
is obnoxious to them. I am not from that 
district: Mr. Kelso is; but whether I be 
from a district or not, ix the people of a dis
trict a-k my services to oppose a bill which, 
as seems to be the case with this, is obnox
ious to their best citizens and property- 
holders, I shall ever bè ready to present 
their petitions, and defend them so far as I 
can from uglnit legislation whether their

Oq mofr°h of Mr. Ray. further considéra^# 
tion of the bill was positioned until Fridas* . 
September 11._______  ■ *
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T h ursday , September U), 1868.
T^e House met pursuant to adjournnieuV • 
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