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Mr. Kay, under a suspension of the rule?, 
called up House bill No. 47, “An act t<> reg
ulate public education in the State of Loui
siana and to raise revenue for that purpose, 
(trom first reading file) which was read a 
first time. . . . ... ....Mr. Iiay: I will state m regard to this bill, 
that whenever we have had a suit in court, I 
have had to go among mv personal Iriends to 
get bonds, and it bus been very humiliating 
to me. I last week had to give security for
$2000. , . .On<* of the police officers who was shot 
and had his leg amputated, was taken to the 
Infirmary, and they charged $1290. The 
board considered that bill too large. They 

*ronght suit, and the court decided against 
us, and we took an appeal, and it was neces
sary for me to furnish bond of $2000 to get 
that appeal. Of course it caused me consid
erable trouble and vexation to go to disin
terested parties and get them to sign a bond 
to that amount.

Mr. BiucUman: Such a law as this might 
have operated very weil in tkat p a r t ic u la r  
instance where injustice had been done; 
where a court has given judgment for a large 
(mm, it would be unjustifiable, llut I can 
see no reason why a citizen of th e  .State 
ought not to exact from the Hoard of 
Metropolitan Police a suspensive appeal. It 
looks as if it were from an individual. Now, 
if the Metropolitan Police force gives an 
appeal bond merely for costs of court, what 
■ecuri'y is there, where an individual has 
sued tne Metropolitan Hoard, after judgme nt 
has been rendered against this Board, in the 
court of last resort that the individual will 
recover. We must remember that this is 
not a State affair; that it pertains alone to 
the cities of New Orleans and Jefferson. It 
is merely local in its jurisdiction, and ought 
to be required to give bonded security 
ns ranch as any other corporation.

The President: Well, this bill is only to 
operate on the bonds ol the Metropolitan 
Police District.

Mr. Blackman: That is true; but the 
question I wanted to get at is this: Suppose a 
party was damaged by the Metropolitan 
force, and the eourt wanted to assess a cer
tain amount cf damages, what security 
•would there be lor the individual if the 
hoard wanted lo take it up to a higher 
court? You mav say, Mr. President, that 
the police bonds are there—so is the bond of 
the Treasurer of the State, or the Mayor of 
New Orleans, but how cau you make him 
responsible for it unless there is a fund in 
the hands of the Metropolitan board ? How 
can he get his judgments ? Supposing the 
court ol last resort decides in his favor, he 
has to lay out of his money durii g the trial 
of appeal, and at last has no security. I 
shall ask the yeas and nays on this ques ion.

Mr. Bacon: Before the question is put I 
wish to state the reasons, briefiy, that will 
actuate my vote.

The President: There has b' en one name 
called. 1 hope the Senator wul not violate 
the rules.

Mr. Bacon asked to bo a  rased from 
voting, which the Senate permitted.

The bill was finally passed, 22 yeas, 3
avs.
House bill No. 37, “An act to substitute 

S. L. James, C. B. Buckner, T. Bynum, or 
their assigns, for and in the place of John 
M. Huger and Charles Jones, as lessees, 
under an act of lease of the Louisiana State 
Penitentiary, executed between his excel
lency Governor Joshua Baker and Me-srs. 
Huger and Jones, approved by General W. 
8. Hancock, and dated March 18, 1888, and

to the subrogation of the rights of Messrs. 
Jones and Huger, the former contractors to 
these gentlemen. It that be the case, I c - 
ceive that it would be almost a nm' 
impossibility on the part of the Legislature 
to rescind these laws, and it would be ta.it 
mount to that, unless you give Jfie -amt 
rights to these gentlemen, as you gave to 
Messrs. Jones aud Huger. I fiavenotyet 
had an opportunity of examining the o . 
all I can gather is from the reading ol these 
detaclied;sections, aud, I therefore move, if it 
meet with the approval ot the friends of the 
b.ll (and I hope it will), that the further con
sideration of the bill will be postponed unfa 
Wednesday, and it then bo made the special 
order of the day immediately after the read
ing of the minutes, and that the bill bo 
printed. Adopted.

Mr. Lynch, under a suspension ol .be 
rules, called up “joint resolution authoriz
ing the Governor aud State Treasurer, in 
conjunction with the pledges to negotiate a. 
sale of bonds pledged in accordance with 
joint resolution entitled ‘joint resolution 
authorizing thê Governor and Treasurer to 
negotiate a loan to supply auy deficiency 
that mav exist, to meet payments of interest 
due aud coming due on bonds of the btate 
whenever a deficiency exists, the interest 
thereon not to exceed seven per cent per 
annum,’approved February 27, 1869, and to 
negotiate a loan to supply any deficiency 
that may exist, to meet the payment of inter
est due aud becoming due on bonus ol tne

cities are in favor of this thing, andean sup
port it on their own hook, well and good; 
but I do not think it is prudent for the State 
of Louisiana to embark in it. These are 
things that private individuals must experi
ment. on themselves, unless it is sometniug 
that has particular interest to the State, 
as, for instance, killing cotton worms, or 
something of that kind. But in an experi
ment of this kind, to build steamooats 
on the Mississippi river upon some 
new plan, I think it is not the proper policy 
for the State to embark iu these experi
ments. Let them be tried by private enter
prise, and it lhey succeed, there will bo no 
necessity for the State to take stock in it. 
As Mr. Lynch says, *e are not iri a situation 
now to take stock in experiments, unless 
they be such as I have stated and necessary 
for the agricultural or manulacturin,j inter
ests of the Sta’o. Therefore, under any cir
cumstances, if we had plethora of money,

ratified by act of Legislature approved March 
5, 1809: also, to alter and extend said lease

State.” . . .  viilr. Ljnch: At the fast session it became 
necessary to make provision to borrow 
money to pay the interest upon the indt bted- 
hess of the State. A joint resolution was 
passed for that purpose. The Citizens 
Bank has advanced as ailoan wi'hin tne year 
$300,000, in accordance with the provisions 
of that joint resointiou. The contusion 
incident “to the changes in the Auditor’s 
office has prevented tue matter Horn being 
adjusted. The object of this joint resolu
tion is to allow tue Presi eni of the bail’*

would distrust the policy of such a step. 
But when we are pressed tor money to carry 
on the government, and people are leaded 
with taxation, it strikes me as the very 
worst kind of undertaking to subscribe 
stock to the amount of one hundred thou
sand dollars for any such object.

Mr. Bacon: Mr. President, I desire to say 
in reference to this indorsement of the plan 
by Messrs. Fosdick, Colton and others, that 
this was only given by the Board ol Trade of 
St. Louis; that this book upon presentation 
of these plans to these gentlemen, who were 
not steamboat builders or steamship build
ers, in 18(17, when they were "presented on 
the recommendation ot the gentleman who 
was the promoter of Hus matter, as to the 
feasibility and advisability of it; that since 
that day there has been no ri commendation 
of it by these gentlemen. They have not
put their money at all into this | lan, and it
is expected that this boat snail bo built 
at all from the proce ds i f these bonds; that 
the stockholders, would not pul any mon y 
themselves unless those stoekkicd rS who 
have been luiiig up in the kids, who know 

)acting as Fiscal Agent of the State, under I nothing about steamboats, lmve b.e.i in- 
the supervision of the Governor aud Treas- duced to take the s’>ck and pifdg • tueir 
u’-er oi State to sell lrorn time to fame such i lands for tile payment. They may he corn- 
amount of these bonds as may be necessary peiled to put forward the’r money m that 
to meet the accruing interest. The bank way, but there will be no actual cash pu-. in

mehas gone on meeting these eng-.g 
feupposiDg that thebe uitlicui.ua \701.M 
cease, and the bank permitted to go ua 
without asking any such expedient as thin; 
but this seems to be the only way left, aud 
it is only proposed to sell what the interests 
of the State may require as decided by the 
President of the bank and the Governor 
and Treasurer. It is a simple necessity to 
keep up the credit of the State, and at the 
bank which kits been acting as the Fiscal 
Agent of the State.

Mr. Blackman: At wliat rate are the bonds 
to be sold? , , ....

Mr. Kay: Let the Secretary read the bill.
The joint resolution was read.
Mr. Blackman: Mr. President, 1 can not 

say that I am either lor or against the joiut 
resolution; it is certainly a very important 
measure; both that the interest on the out
standing obligations of the State should be 
paid aud that it should be properly guarded

by'steamboat men—men who u ■l r- .a' i 
what st'-aml' a'nig is. I have n» doubt 
that Captain ]>e H tven, who w is much en-

___ _ ___ thusiastic in the matter, will try to have a
th’s seems to be the only way left, and j steamboat built on hi- plan, if the money is

sufficient. If they do no not reiicu the 
wul not beamount, the bt'araboat wnl not 

built at all, unless the Stale com s 
forward and gives some more money. 1 
have not the slightest doubt that Captain 
DeHaven will take what is left and appro
priate that in trving to build his expet tuent 
alone. But that will be ail that will b 
contributed to it, and if the amount wili not 
be sufficient, the boat wiil not be built at 
No practical steamboatman has come for
ward yet, and the conclusion iu my mind 
has been that it is a scheme that would not 
pay aud would make a boat that would not 
answer the purpose proposed; that woul 1 be 
the fina' mve-tn eat of the money, for these 
men who have brought down ench a boat

the State are .concerned, and as far as its ex
penditure goes; but it is a drop, small as it is, 
enough to cover the demands of these turee 
departments. I am opposed to the principle 
of receiving warrants for taxes at all, yet re
cognizing the necessity, in our present 
condition of subscribing to that principle to 
some extent, then we can except ail other 
warrants but those issued to the three de
partments of the State, mukiug them oniy 
receivable, and by those means these officers 
are enabled to sell their warrants, and re
ceive the cash, or take them into the State 
Treasurer’s office themselves and get the 
money. I move the bill become a law, not
withstanding tbs Governor’s veto.

Mr. Lynch: I agree entirely with the 
Senator who has just spoken, so lar as the 
principle is concerned ot making auy dis
tinction between the executive, judicial and 
legislative officers, aud some provision 
ought to be made lor all. But 1 disagree 
with him in torn as to considering 
the reason given by the Governor iu 
his veto to be fiitnsy. Iu all 
other legieiatiou heretofore on this subject 
we have excepted the school tax from the 
provisions, making the warrants receivable 
lor tuxes, stiiii 1 nope tli&t exception will 
continue, and that this bill will not pass the 
Senate. Tue interest tax for levees we have 
always excepted; it is but a small portion ol 
of the taxes ot the State, ancl by excepting 
these three departments now, nothing win 
be left to meet the wants ot the State. I 
hope the bill will not be passed over the 
veto, nut that another bill, now iu the 
Rouse, making these exceptions, wilt c. me 
before us and pass, putting all the depart
ments of the S ate, including the school de
partment, on the same basis.  ̂ 1 claim 
mat these who ho.d the obligations 
of the State, scattered over the 
parishes hero and there, have a claim 
superior lb any other c’asa of people, but 1 
wiT u-it argue that question u>.y. I hope 
the bill will not be passed over the v? to.

Mr. Kay: I have just examined the veto 
and the bill, and 1 ti.mk the Governor - veto 
lakes a c rr-ct view ot ’.h- second section. 
We have provided that these warrants shall 
be received in paymeut*ot these taxes, i.a.» 
have not excepted ary i f those fax- s which 
have hitherto been t xempt. It was au error 
m the bill winch no Senator thought ot at 
the time the bin was passed. 1 sup ose, 
therefore, it would oe very in.pruil- ut to

iss the bill iver the vt >, as it now stands.
Hr. B m: in: Wi have pledged the I or ol 

the Sta ethat > . - m m y rats:. to ;• ly the 
int est on the levee bon Is sh Unoi be di
ver el from th-t purpos", aud we sd uld ad
here to it. The veto wasi-ustaim d, the vote 
on the passage of the bill b dug seven yeas, 
twenty-three nays.

ilicre -vi s uo ffibuto ot importance on t e 
other business of the day.

order Icr Wednesday next, at one o’clock. 
The motion was adopted.
Mr. Wittgenstein, under a suspension o

aud economical, if it hud been a fea-ibla 
plan- such me a as Captain Leath‘ rs and other 

.1 T tjnnao wn v„ >n in. i mea who would have taken hold of it.
rnrnor&tinsr .the Mississippi Valfey Naviga- i S ^ l k e f a r e ^ ^

twenty-one years, at an annual rent of ? iOOO 
for the first year. $8(109 for the second year, 
aud increasing $1000 each year until expira
tion of lease,” Doing tinder consideration—

Mr. Lynch: 1 am opposed to certain sec
tions of this bid because I think it does in
justice to the State. I have no objection 
whatever to change the names of the lessees, 
but I do object to the conditions under 
which this lease is to be extended twenty- 
one years, and 1 hope proper opportunity 
will tie given to read the bill. If I under
stand the bill it is on the condition that 
500 000 be paid the first year, aud an addi
tional $1000 each succeeding year. This 
lease is to be extended twenty-one years. 
I with, Senators, to understand that the 
$5u0,GC0 Leued for the benefit of the State 
P-nitentiarv cost tie State $35,000 a year. 
After all that has be>-n don • by the State 
to these lessees I think as intle as they 
should be required to do i3 to meet 
the interest on tie bonds issued 
for the benefit of this corporation.

It seems to me that the provision made 
there to give the State five thousand dollars 
a year is entirely too little, and it would be 
unjust to fas’.eu this corporation ou the 
State twenty one years unuer the circum
stances. I would much prefer to have it 
read, to have. au opportunity of inserting 
amendments; but it opportunity is given to 
amend It so as to make the corporation pay 
he interest on the bonds every year. But

timn urhlrh ifc id TiT*nnnfiPfi to PYtf'Tld

corporating .the Mississippi 
tion Company.

Sections one, two and three were read and 
adopted.

Section four was read.
Mr. LJnch- I move :o s’rike out that sec

tion.
Mr. Bacon: I wish to make a statement 

respecting the objects of this corporation. 
This biif is to assist a gentleman of my 
acquaintance to build a steamboat after a 
particular patent. Soma thr- e years ago 
this gentleman, Captain De Haven, gave me 
information up' n the subject of the.-e plans, 
and he presented his plai)3 to a great many 
parties, from some of whom lie at that time 
act encouragement, and he also got the 
recommendation of the Chamber ot Com
merce of this city. His plan for 
building the boat is simply this: That 
it shall be a double-ender, and when it 
conies down the river it won’t have to turn 
around in order to make a landing. The 
next idea is to incorporate the hold into 
compartments, so that if one of these com 
partments gets stove iu, ihe other portion 
of it will be free from water. I wi-h I could -. 
get the attention of the Senate; there is so j 
much talking here; when they get through . 
with their conversation I will proceed, j 
And the third was that there should be dif
ferent sections or cabins, so that people | 
may select their own company or a sociates, ' 
whether colored or Chine e. The b at was j 
also to become a sort of Chinese png da in ' 
appearance, very ornamental and artistic. ! 
Well, sir, he tried these two special j 
particulars of double-coders aud water-j 
tight apartments; lie. c--u d rot get 
any patent for this invention, for these |

sols

he time to which it is proposed to extend 
lid lease is too long. I do not think this
company or anyj other should control the 
Penitentiary lor twenty-one years.

Mr. Todd: I believe the proper motion is 
the adoption of the bill on the second read
ing

Mr. Lynch: I understand that a suspen
sion of the rules is necessary.

Mr. Braughn (in the chair): 1 announced 
as my opinion that, being a House bill, a 
former reading had to be taken.

Mr. Lynch: I call for the reading of the 
bill section by section.

Mr. Todd: Must that be d me without a 
vote ?

Mr. Braughn, in the chair: Yes, sir; that 
is my opinion.

Section one was rekd.
Mr. Campbell: I move to postpone further 

considi ratiou of tho bill until to-moriow.
Mr. LyDcli: I second the motion.
Mr. Thompson: I move to lay that motion 

on the table.
The motion was laid on the table, yea3 24,

nays G.
Mr. Anderson: This is a serious matter. I 

believe under this bill it is proposed to lease 
the Penitentiary to these gentlemen lor 
$5000 for the first year aud $1000 additional 
after that, aud so oh. The bonds dedicated 
to that institution last year put it in good 
order. How many ol these bonds aid they

Mr Lynch: $500,000.
Mr. Anderson: That is $35,000 per 

.nnutn interest. Put that out at in- 
erest lor twenty-one years and it 
lakes over $000,000, and they pro 
lose to pay $5000 the first year, $0000 the 
text, $7000 the next, and so on. Why you 
nay as well give them the whole institution 
,t once. If the S’ate is a partner in the 
nstitution, and has furnished means to 
rork it, I think the State ought to share 
be profits. „
Mr. Ogden: I came in late; I should like 

o have the whole bill read.
The bill was read to the end of t'.i e second 

ection.
Mr. Lynch: I move to strike out, in sec 

ion two, after the word “Louisiana,” line 
eventeen, all the remaining portion of the 
lection, and insert “$35,000 annually.”
Mr. Egan: I second the motion.
Mr. Lynch: In support of the motion I 

vill state that the amount proposed 
o be paid by these incorporators 
nto the treasury of the State, $5000 the first 
rear, and increasing $1000 annually for 
wenty -one years, will amount in the agtrre- 
p,te to $22,300. The interest on $500,000 
isued, at seven p r cent, will be $35 000 
nnually, which, multiplied by twenty one 
ears, will be some $735,000 besides the 
irincipai, which, added to the interest, 
rouid make $1,235,000. Now, it seems to 
ie this proposition is too much iu favor of 
he lessees. The State has been liberal; 
lot omy just but generous, in my opinion, 
D this corporation, and to ask such an ar- 
an^ement as this, seems to me too much. 
hope that this corporation will see that 

lie interest is paid on the bonds. That is 
lie whole Object of tho amendment, aud 1 
ope it will he carried.
Mr. Ogden; Mr. President, I want to 
lake a motion, and while making the mô  
on I desiih to explain myself, so that 
ie friend* as well as the enemies 
: the bill may understand exprese-y 
ie position I occupy. From the simple

which he La* taken from w*ii kaowc 
now in use. Double en tiers are in use in 
North River, and were in use during the 
wir, andair tight compartments are in ute in 
tea-going vessels. But there is no prospect 
of any such boat being bnilt at &1.

The President: Afier the roll is c died I 
doubt whether I shall allow any one to «■-* 
up anl speak. A dozen others will claim 
the privrege.

Mr. Bacon: Well, I will sit down.
Section one was adopted. Yi rs 19, nave 8.
Mr. Blackman: I voted in the atlir- 

i mative. I now make the motion 
j to reconsider the vote in order to get an 
! opportunity to any wliat I desired to on this 
| bill.
i As I stated, sir, I hive but one word to

of St. Lo 
the passa 
recommended 
by thes

i DeHaven. ntri

things were already in us-, and lie tried I twtntJ. gve or 
very hard to get men of cap.tal and influence j in theory ,llK
to aid him in it, and failed. He then tried j shculd be cal__ -
to get steamboat builders and owners to go j any experiment. Le
in aiul build a boat which would SI00,- j recommend i% b>
000, but could not get them; and finally he 
got up a company for this purpose, and they 
went around among the planters, the upland 
people, who did not know any thing about 
steamboats, to get their assistance. Now, 
this company, iu which I have the nonor ol 
owning some stock, has come before this 
General Assembly, and proposes that the 
State of Louisiana shall lurcish $100,000 to 
build this peculiar kind of boat, which no 
steamboat builder lias yet been induced to 
undertake. If it is deemed wise and espe- 
dient to futntsb this $100 000 to build this 
pattern of a boat, of course I shall not ob
ject; but I can not give my own vote to fnr- 
nBh money to build a boat which practical 
steamboat bui'.dely have not deemed practi
cable.

Mr. Lynch: Mr. President, I move to 
strike out the fourth section and give my 
reasons. It was not reported by the major
ity of the Finance Committee, but by the 
minority. Tho reason 1 oppose it is that 
the State has no money to invest in experi
ments of tins kind. I claim that we should 
be just before we are generous. Those hold
ing obligations of the Slate can not be 
paid, and it tB* unjust to them 
that further iadepteduess should be in
curred for mere experiments. We are to'd 
by one of the stockholders of the experi
ment, that it is far from a profitable one. I 
say strike out this section. Let the com
pany go on their own hook and their own 
money; give them one blessing, if it will do 
them "any good, but nothing more. I hope 
the motion to strike out the section will be 
adopted.

Mr. Wilcox: Mr. President, I will state, in 
regard to this bill, that the company now in 
existence is a very different affair from the 
one spoken of by the Senator from Orleans 
(Mr. Bacon). The compny he speaks of, in 
existence three years ago, is not 
the one now organized. It is not 
the one now before us in this bill. It is 
true that some of the original incorporators 
or originators of the enterprise are still in
terested, but it has been very much changed. 
I understand the company have combined a 
number of patents which embrace nearly 
all of the good features, ihe latest and best 
improvements in boats and machinery, the 
plan of the hulls and cabins, and different 
parts of the machinery, boilers, engines, 
etc. This company propose to build and 
put upon the Mississippi river a class ot 
vessels entirely different from any at present 
in use, greatly improved, and securing 
safety to the lives of the people in a great 
measure. I hope the bill will pass.

The amendment of Mr. Lynch, to strike 
out section four, was laid on the table, on 
motion of Mr. O’Hara—yeHS 18, nays 9. 

m Mr. Lynch moved to strike out “one hun
dred' thousand dollars,” and insert “ one 
thousand dollars,” which was a so laid on 
the table. ,

Mr. Wilcox moved the adoption ot the 
section. , _ , , .

Mr. Ogden: Mr. President, I understand 
from most excellent authority that the 
proposition contained in this bill meets 
with the hearty concurrence of many busi
ness men in this city—men whose names are 
so respectable that their opinions must 
carry proper weight. Besides, I am assured 
that the Chamber of Commerce in St. Louts, 
in Memphis aud New Orleans all unite id 
advocating the enterprise. The State 13 
only atked to become a stockholder, and 
her pavments are made iu four different in
stalments. It may be said that this is spec
ulative toward the State. This may be so, 
but the success of the enterprise will be 
of such material benefit to the State that 
the speculation may be considered good. 
For these reasons, I shall support the bill.

Mr. Kay: I understand this bill is to be an 
t xperiment, and the State of Louisiana is
ow)l»^ Mrnn fn

Wednesday, February 23, 1870 
Mr. Campbell: Mr. President, 1 rise

...... .. iaf rmation, in r--aaid to ihe jjur-
UaL The j tint resolution opposing au 
amendun tit to article ninety-nine of the 
constitution of the .—tsi*• i has not been spread 
upon the journal, as required by the co: s i- 
tution. I winh merely lo have this joint 
resolution opposing the amendment spread 
upon the journal. , . *

The President: I are informed by the 
Secretary’hat it is through an_ oversight 
that it has not a; p ar. d on the minutes. It 
will be spread os the journal.

Mr. Wittgeustem: *r. President, I will
state that there is a bill fixed forto-m rrow 
immediately after the reading of th 
utes, and there is an tther Dill also fixe 1 f r 
that time. 1 »“k the consent of the Senate 
to fix this bill lor this evening at seven 
o’clock.

The President: The Chair is of the opinion 
that the S.-ta»e ehoul i fir-t decide to h< Id 
an evening see.-!on, at.d it is not mpotent

x a bill w 
to have

iuu

to

hr the Senate to so : 
iug whether we are 
session.

Mr. Wittgenstein: r 
bill up now, Mr. ?r♦ <

The rules were not 
Mr. Campbell: Mr. President, I asl 

nension of th ‘ rules, in or I- r to in k

iow- 
evening

nt.
uspended.

ll. in i; ju .a  ot Commerce, tion. There its H f tp  rt !>:rit? over fr. ill h
and e * h e r: recommended session, whi h i le-.re *o have print l: it i •
Oi till b ill, or r f ib e r  they a report mac o by the C ,ni iitiee of P ri ce
the e sp ■rinient to  be made an t’Orffi r a lii*j ssion, to  the  sGn o-

tlemen a good one. I l ive rai A**emLij
t ordered pri ed.)a t > tl i se gentlemen, Mr. rep t TTJl

ldjd othe T8 to  make tbi* -xp--ri Mr. B ■ n id Mr. President, I WO’l
•> not t 111fe it ri:-'ut at.d piv-p r ask a suepui feton of the  rules, to intro i llC- a
St Of t£ e State th a t we -bnuid report of a comm U tet; it is a report jf 1ae

flO.CCO, :!:e very fir-t install specia' comt aitte • in relation to the fit f'faC*a-
he * xu ri ment is made. tion of the &u te Land Ifagi-tcr. Tin COTi
tt: B . ihi s bill yon only give mitten has n i\7 l lenc befo -e i ie

for the inter 
no propt iate 
ment before 

Mr. Eraug
tht in one-fourth of that, ten per cent in lour 
different installments.

Mr. Blackman: The i insta ment 
then, is $25,000, to be paid before the ex
periment is ma le, and whenever these 
people call upon the State for it.

Mr. Wi cox: I r e to c >rr lci the eei I - 
man, ]r, is ten per cent, which is SI l 

Mr. Blackman: Well, then, l-t it be 
let it be ten. It is wrorg 

wry .and in practice, that the State 
should be called upon to give $10,090 cash 

Let the Board of Com
bat I dare say that no 

Board of Commerce in New Orleans, Vicks- 
burk or anywhere else throughout tne S a.e 
would advance money (510,000) to make 
this experiment.

I hold it is wrong. If it is for the benefit 
of commerce; if it will re luce freights and 
make transportation between Cairo and 
other points more speedy and safe, let the 
State pay after the experiment has been 
made.

Mr. Wilcox: By this bill it is proposed that 
the State shall become stockholders the 
same as an individual,and the let ms proposed 
are even more favorable than have been 
given te any other stockholder. The State 
is to pay one-tenth upon i nscription, and 
ona-ten’h every ninety days thereafter. 
The company has a sJock capital now o; 
300,000 acres of and wi>h good aud perf< ct 
titles, and they have, I believe, a boa already 
in progress. I m v<- to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table.

The motion to reconsider was laid on the 
tabm.

The remaining sections of the bill 
were adopted, and the bill wa3 adopted as a 
whole, but a motion to suspend the ru es 
for a third and final reading failed. On a 
subsequent day the bill was passed without 
debate.

The veto message of the Governor, return
ing the bill making the warrants of mem
bers of the General Assembly and officers of 
the executive and judicial departments re
ceivable for taxes without his signature, 
was then taken up—

Mr. Braughn: I tru?*, sir, that the veto 
of the Governor in this instance will not be 
sustained. - A few days ago I
opposed an increase of salary of
the Judges cf the Supreme Bench acting ou 
the presumption that this bill would soon 
become a law, and I am sorry to 3ee that 
the Governor his not been actuated by the 
equitable reason which no donbt swayed 
both branches of the General Assembly in 
enacting this bill. The officers of the 
judiciary department throughout the state, 
receiving nothing in compensation but de
preciated warrants, have been suffering 
ever since their appointment or election to 
office, and they hail this bill with one 
unanimous shout of approval, because '.hey 
believe that henceforth they will be paid 
dollar for dollar their salaries. The officers 
of the executive department are no doubt 
iu the same position; their warrants are 
worth to day uo more than others, aud as 
their salaries are not very large, 
they, I presume, find it necessary 
to receive something liko a very poor value 
for the paper which the State pays them. 
The legislative department, ever since tho 
first section in 1808, has taken good care of 
itself rtt providing in every instance that 
they should receive a full quid pro quo for 
for their services. When their warrants 
were at a discount they voted an additional 
appropriation of twenty-five per cent to make

all to iutroJace tne ro

evidence was or 1 -re

Pr- >i lent, I ask i 
iu’jeCt matter, 
order to Litre

ere

up this deficiency, and when, at the open
ing of this session, it was lound that $200,-
000 would pay the expenses of the present 
session, the General Assembly wisely added 
another $50,000 for the purpose of covering 
the deficit which would necessarily arise. 
Now, I submit that the officers of the judi
ciary, and the officers of the execu
tive departments of the State are 
just as deserving as we are ourselves, 
aud if we cau legislate for the purpose of 
receiving our per diem in so many dollars 
and oeuts, the officers of the executive and 
judicial departments deserve no less. The 
grounds given by the Governor in his Veto 
message. I look upon as very flimsy Indeed. 
Hesayttbat if this bill becomes a law there 
will not be a sufficient amount of money 
received by the State Treasurer to pay the 
interest on the outstanding bondq. That is 
a vfwv 1un« This la nnlv » dfn<* lit

commits**’*, end 1 
port and ill-: avid* nee,

(The rep.rt a d tue 
printed )

Mr. Blackman: Mr. 
connection w.th the s 
cm-pension of the r tie. 
dare h joint resolal ion.

The rules were suspended and the 
tary read the joint re,s'3uti n, being an ad
dress removing fro n office W. B. Arms’r jd:.-, 
State Land Register.

Mr. Blackman: 1 move that the rules be 
further suspenltd, and that the bill pass 
toils second reading.

Mr. Lynch: Mr. President, I wish to make 
a few remarks in regard to this—

Mr. Lewis: I move, s*r. that the report 
of the committee, and the evidence, and 
the resolution "be printed. It is a matter 
directly affecting the reputation anl char
acter of au individual.

The President: Senator Lynch has the
floor- .. . , , Mr. Lynch: Mr. President, I have simply 
a word to sav as regards titis joint resolu 
tion. The object of it. sir. is to address an 
officer out of office. The report, of the com
mittee will show that this officer is a de
faulter, and has embezzled a large sum of 
money, and there is no disposition on his 
part to d< fend himself, But ’his is the point 
1 wish to make—that tbiscfficer has already 
resigned, and his r* signation has been ac- 

at d i.-i-: turned over all the 
archives of his office. If there was any 
penalty attached by law, or reason of his 
removal bv address to make him ineligible 
to office hereafter, there might be some 
object to bo obtained by it; but as it is resig
nation has been accepted, aud lie has turned 
over the archives of his office, 1 do not see 
that anything can bo accomplished by this 
re*’ dutiou.

The President: Thun, if nothing can be 
accomplished by it, i suppose the chairman 
of the special committee was not aware 
of it. . T

Mr. Blackman: Yes, Hr. President, I was 
aware ot it, but the reason for introducing 
the rest lution is sin ply this: The report of 
The special committee -hows that this party, 
the State Laud R -sister, is a defaulter and 
has embezzled some eighteen or twenty 
thousand dollars. Now, iu the meantime, 
since the investigation commenced before 
this committee, appointed by the Senate to 
investigate this defalcation, and before the 
cominitteo had time to report, this officer 
tendered hts resignation to the Governor, 
and, as I am informed by Senator Lynch, and 
believe, his resignation has been accepted. 
This he’has done in order to prevent the 
Legislature from discharging their duty, 
in removing him from office, an t placing 
upon that public officer who has embezzled 
the public funds, and squandered the public 
money, the consequent shame and degrada
tion of the penalty of hurling him from his 
high office, and showing to the people that 
the Senate and House of Representatives 
will mete out the proper punishment upon 
him in consequence ot Ins misuse of the 
trust reposed in him. Whether he has re
signed or not, makes no difference; let this 
address go on the statute books, so that in 
after time it may appear; so as he can oc
cupy no official position. I say that this is 
good reason why the Senate should adopt 
this resolution; and I say we have no offi
cial notice of his resignation. I believe it 
to be true that he has resigned; but that 
does not prevent or prohibit us from passing 
this resolution. I wish to pass this resolu 
tion to its second reading for the purpose 
of having it printed, together with the re
port of the committee aud the evidence.

The President: If the resignation of this 
officer has been accepted, what jurisdiction 
have we over him ?

Mr. Blackman: But we do not know he 
has resigned.

Mr. Todd: I think, then, we had better 
postpone the resolution for a day or two, 
nntii we can get the proper information from 
the Governor.

Mr. Lynch: I will say, Mr. President, that 
I cau see no object to De accomplished by it. 
I have no objection to. the resolution at all, 
but I gee no object to be accomplished by it 

Mr. Todd: Have I the floor ? Then I 
move to postpone this bill until the day after 
to morrow.

Mr. O’Hara: 1 move as a substitute, to lay 
the rpardntinn on the table snNî et ♦(> call

motion of the Senator from Claiborne, 
he asks a suspension of the rules, to put 
the bill on its second reading, with a view 
to having it printed. I cau see no objec
tion to that.

Mr. Futch: Mr. President, I do not think 
that the resolution will accomplish any
thing, if it is a fact, and I suppose there is 
no doubt of it, that this officer has resigned. 
He is no longer iu office, and whether we 
know it officially or not, I suppose there is 
no one here wko doubts it, and we have 
nothing at all to do with it. The only 
thing to be accomplished is to get rid of 
him, and as that object has been accom
plished, it is not necessary to go to the ix- 
pen. c and trouble to havo this resolution 
printed. 1 second the motion to postpone, 
uu’il we can get the necessary information.

Mr. Lewis: Mr. President, I do not ap
prove of this plan of au officer hiding 
mrnseif behind a resignation from the con
sequence of embezzling public fun is; aud 1 
believe, sir, that wherever an officer has 
been intrusted with public funds, and has 
embezzled them and used them to his own 
purpose, so ns to become a deiauit-.-r, he 
ouaht to be publicly exposed.

dr. Todd: Mr. President, I rise to a point 
of order; it is, that if the gentleman has 
resigned he is out of the jurisdiction of the 
Senate, aud if he h,.s embezzled public 
funds tho courts have jurisdiction, and not 
the Senate.

The President: That is not a point ot 
ordt r; that is a point of law, aud that is one 
of the privileges of the Sena’" to decide.

Mr. Lewis: I rav, Mr. President, that I do 
not care win tlier he has resigned or not. It 
does not follow, from that fact, when he has 
embezzled .State money, that this crime 
should nut be na ie palpable to every citi- 
z»n of tH 8tate; and if ho docs come ior- 
ward, availing himself of the advantage ot 
re.-igca’.iou, we should still fasten upon him 
a decision that would forever after 
prevent him trom holding office in the 
State. Is it not right that every citizen of 
the* St lit- should know that lie is a defaulter; 
that he has neon an uu!ai:bful officer; that 
lie is no: to be trusted; so that it he shou’d 
hereafter ask po*ition at the hands of the 
people of the State, that t!u-y may then 
know hint, aud treat, him with that con
tempt which a defaulter deserves? That is 
aU I ask. aud that this r solution pass, an l 
t int the facts Le printed and made mani - 
lest to the people of the State; they have a 
right to know it.

.Mr. Todd’s motion to postpone, until 
official information should bo obtained, 
wa* carried by a vote of 15 yeas to 14 nays.

Mr. Lynch: Mr. President, I hold in my 
hand a joint resolution, which is a matter 
of great importance to the State, aud wiiiea 
I b-lieve, if read, would be passed unani- 
mutt-lv; aud, if permission is given, I desire 
to have it read, so that it may be under
stood.

The resolution was read by the Secretary, 
being, one directing G. M. Wickliffo to 
deliver to the Acting Auditor certain cou 
pons for cancellation.

Mr. Lynch: Mr. President, I will explain, 
if the Senate will allow me, aud I hop" the 
Senators will give me their attention for a 
few minutes. I do not understand the 
Auditor of Public Accounts, now under im
peachment, to be opposed to delivering up 
these coupons, but ue is unwilling to oo so 
voluntarily, as will appear from a note from 
him to the Acting Auditor. The object ol 
having these coupons is to have them de- 

, l strove 1, so that the .State sltail not have to 
i t- pay tli in again. The inai’er will be ex

plained by two e-tters, cue from the Acting 
Audit r, and one lro:a Mr. TYickliffe, in 
reply.

Th • Secretary read the two letters referred 
to. [See Journal.]

Mr. Lytt* h: Mr. President, the ob
ject of " this resolution is simply for 
the Auditor to turn over these cou
pon-* for cancellation, so that the 
8tt e will not have to pay them again, and 
that they may be cano-ied be for the Finance 
Committee, and the Commit?-*? of Ways and 
Means of the House. I would aak a snspen- 
■I ju of the rules that it may be acted upon 
iaimed ately.

Mr. Blackman: 1 woul 11 tate that whil * I 
agree with the Seu.uor, that he should be 
e imp led to give no th* se coupons, and if 

a - j . bi bility of th- ir 1 •: mis
applied, that it will . c prt per to take setae 
steps to net th'm back. Y- ’ 1 can no’ see 

effect this r ttion will have. Y 
have a law upon your statut 
pr* hibrs ad officers from erahtzzeltcg or 
taking foods that b Iuu? to the bta’p; yet 
what is the r  suit ? We all know that i’ is 
done, it Mr. WxK’ii: • has in his possession 
these coupons, of what good is th.* 
resolution directing thtrn to be 
urn« i over t > Mr. Graham, it is al 

u-eless resolu'5on. If Mr. Wickiiff ' h > ds [ 
>>u to the.n, and I say he has a right to do it. j 
P he says ‘ I am i-tm > v *u.-q> no* o during j 
m • ‘r al.at.d ha>e a r ght to hoi on to th se 
bonds, wnat is the rĉ uit ? He goes to one 
of thecrurts ol justice. The orny way that 
you can arrive at it is by a writ of seques
tra ion, and not by »j tint reto ution, order
ing bun to turn over these bonds to Mr. 
Graham, temporarily acting as Auditor. I 
believe this resolution useless. If you want 
to accomplish anything, come up to the 
issue, and direct Mr. Graham to lake the 
proper steps in the courts of justic*. The 
resolution, if passed, will bo of no use 
whatever.

The rules were suspended, and the bili 
placed on its third reacting.

Mr. Lynch: Mr. President, I would simply 
say this, that these coupons, which are now 
in the hands of Mr. Wickliffe, ought to be 
canceled, and that it is the duty of the 
Finance Committee of the Senate, 
Hiul the Committee of Ways and Means 
of the House to see that these bonds 
are canceled. The object of the resolution 
is to remove them from the bauds of Mr. 
Wickliffo to the aetiDg Auditor, so that these 
coupons may be destroyed, and so that 
$509,000 may not be out against the Stale, 
it is simply to save the State having to pay 
$500,090 >vur tigain.

i he bill was Dually passed.
Tho special order of the day was called, 

being House bill No. 37, au act to substitute 
8- L. James, C. H. Buckner aud T. Bynum, 
or till :r assigns, for and in the place of John 
M. linger and Charles Jones, as i-esees un
der tan act of lease of the Louisiana State 
Penitentiary, executed between his Excel
lency Governor Joshua Baker and Messrs. 
Hug. r and Jones, approved by General W. 
S. Hancock, aud dated March eighteenth, 
cue thousand eignt hundred and tixty- 
eight, andra'ified by act of Legislature, ap
proved March fifth, one thousand tight huu 
dred and sixty-ftine; also, to alter and ex
tend said lease twenty-one years at an an
nual rent—five thousand for the first year; 
six thousand for second, and increasing cue 
thousand dallars each year until expiration 
of lease.

The question pending being the amend
ment proposed by Mr. Lynch, to strike out, 
in the second section, all after the word 
“Louisiana,”in the twelfth line, down to and 
including the word “year, ’ in the seven
teenth Bne, and insert $35,000 annually,” 

The Secretary read the proposed amend
ment.

Mr. Bacon: Mr. President, I hope the 
Sergeant-at-Arms will call to his assistance 
a sufficient number of the Metropolitan Po
lice to keep order, and see whether we cau 
not have silence, and quiet, and stillness, to 
hear what is going on.

Mr. Ogdeu: And that they be stationed 
behind the Senator's chair.

The President: The Senator's point is well 
taken. It is really a shame that we can not 
have bet’er ordt r.

Mr. O'Hara: Mr. President, I move to lay 
tho amendment on the table.

The yeas anti nays were called, and the 
amendment was tabled by a vote of 25 yeas 
to G nays.

Mr. Lynch: Mr. President, I move now to 
strike oat oil after the word “Louisiana,” 
in line twelve, and insert $20,000 anuually.” 

Mr. Ogden: Mr. President, I intended to 
say something on this bill any way, and 
upon this amendment I desire to say a few 
words, which may not, perhaps, be appro
priate to the amendment, but it is utterly 
impossible for me to go on unless 1 can pre
vail ou the Senators to give me their atten
tion; there are three 8onators standing 
directly in front of me, between me and the 
Chair.

It may not be, sir, exactly appropri
ate to the motion, but as I intend to favor 
the bill, and desire to see it passed without 
any amendments, because I conceive it to 
be as profitable to the State as any contract 
can be made, I think I may avail myself of 
this opportunity to say a few words in it» 
support.

The other day, in the incipiency of the 
discussion, the position I took was that this 
was a mere subrogation of the lease 
to these parties—Messrs. James, _ Back 
iter »nA fayrnim. In

representing the interests of the State, and 
Messrs. Huger and Jones; and by this con
tract they were entitled to certain rights 
aud privileges; and subsequently there was 
a subrogation of these rights and 
privileges to the present firms o. 
James, Buckner and B y n u m . Tnere- 

these gentlemen are entitled tofore,the same rights as the. former contractors. 
In addition to that, I desire to say, that it ta 
the history of the whole case of the Peniten
tiary, that as regularly as tne Legislature 
meets, a bill is brought in tor the relief of 
the lestes of the Penitentiary; and instead 
of this b*'ir,g a self sustaining ins.itutxon; 
instead of being partly a self-sustaining tn- 
sfitntion, it is ready a dead weight, and a 
constant drag upon the treasury of tue 
State of Louisiana. .

These gentlemen now come forward ami 
say: “We are willing to take the Peniten
tiary off of your bands.” It is true that at 
the last session of the Legislature, you ap
propriated $500,000 for this institution, but 
it is also true that $300,000 of this amount
was made applicable to putting in proper 
repair the buildings of the Penitentiary, 
destroyed by the Federal troops and the 
causes of the war. You rni. ht just as well
endeavor to hold these lessees responsible 
for those causes as to hold them responsible 
for the $290,000 used to put the buildings in 
proper repair. Therefore, there was really 
only $300,000! which was given by the State lor 
the purpose ol carrying on this institution. 
The interest upon this amount during 
twontv-one years will amount in the aggre- 

$441,000; iu other words it will

are perfectly willing that these 
should be substituted by 
ment, so as to give them full rights an« 
powers under the Dill, as pryiously pa^ed 
bv the Legislature. But is to the quest on, 
whether the provisions of the secoud ae.~ 
tion are to the interest of the State, is par
amount, for us to consider. Here have a 
Penitentiary of the State, and the State has 
already appropriated $500,000 in bonds, 
bearing seven per cent interest, which inter
est amounts, not as the gentleman has said, 
at $21,000 a year, but to $35,000 a year.

Mr. Ogden: The $200,000 was to repair 
buildings destroyed during the rebellion.

Hr Blacktnau: Thirty-five thousand dol
lars then a year is the amount of the interest 

bonds; and in the course oi 
ionger, the term whichon these

twenty yebr- - -c--. 
this bill provides, t h i s  interest upon 
these bonds will amount to

interest alone, up n these bondsTheAmounts to’ $735,000. which, in addition to 
the principal, wiil be twelve millions and 
some odd dollars. Now, bir, this $735,000 is 
the aggreaate interest upon the bond3 at 
s Vt u per cent, and what does the Pen.terjj 
tint y pay to the S ate for our $500,000 ap 
pro;,riried tithe bullrings and machinery i 
The lensees propose to pay, iu the course of 
twenty one years, commencing witn $8000 
this year, ail'd increasing the amount yearly 
$1090, the aggregate amount for $333,090, 
thereby leaving the Sta e at th: expiration 
0t the lease $402,000 in d e b t  upon the in
ter st alone, in addition to the $500,000 
o.'i-iuallv appropriated. If this is a good

gate
amount to $21,000 a year, or seven per cent 
upon the entire amount paid by the State.
This $21,090 a year is used simply f-r the proprlates $500,000 in bond-*, anffipays$7»
purpose ot paying the interest on those ( 000 in inn rest, and loses $402,000 on the^

financial”measure, Mr. President. ! a z i f i k
fiod that the Senator understands financ 
ichemes bette-thau I do ”  'If the State ‘j  

$73$.

bonds, and not a sin: Ie dime of i? goes to 
toe interests cl the Penitentiary, as it exists 
to-day.

The State is a full partner to all the worn, 
done in the Penitentiary ; holds one undi
vided inter st in the partnership, and the 
gentlemen jon the othe t-ius put in really 
every year the sum of $98 000. Now. 1 
won d ilk * to know if this does not place 
the State iu a much more lib> ral position 
than could be accomplished between individ
uals. You cau not find in this community, 
or ui the w hole Slate, any capitalist or other 
party, who will enter iuto any such con true

rest alone, it can not certainly be a goo 
financial measure for tho Slate. Tuc gen- 
tiemau says that $200,000 have already been 
appropriated and expended for the pur— 
pos<- of constructing new and ’ dditiousl 
buildings necessary for the institution, and 
there is nothing in the bili going to show 
that, after the expiration of twenty-one 
yi.ir% the improvements made additionally 
p-7 the !es*ees will revert to the $ta?e. They 
may make additional improvements and 
extend the buildings, provide new and dif
ferent machinery, and may put in ail the 
improvements, necessary and unnecessary.

when
•ViivJ Wil l  C l H t i  t u v o  i v n j  o * u u  ---------------  ---------,  - i i t  v,
two-thirds of the capital ie put in by | and after the twenty-one years shall n.* .e

one of tne pirties, and one third by the 
other, and then this to be :tn equal partner 
ship. In this partnership, inhere is any loss
it is not a loss to the State, but to the in 
dividuals who go into the_ent* rprise. Las
year an appropriation of $500,000 was made 
in seven per cent bonds, $39,000 to be ex
pended on machinery, and the remaining 
$200,ouo to be used to rebuild the 
buildings dee'.roycd during the war,
Tuis was dose as a measure of State ncces- 
s.ty. It was absolutely necessary that the 
State a timid have a Penitentiary, hj) tee 
where to send her convicts, and this $200 - 
050 was required for thi3 purpose. This 
$200,000 th'n was to be expended on the 
buildings, and $300,000 for the purpose of 
buying machinery. Now, this $ 100,090 for 
the purpose of buying machinery alone has 
no financial bearing on this question.
The interest on this amount at, savin per 
cent, is $21,000, and for twenty-one years 
this interest amounts to $441,000. In other 
words, the State puts up $21,000 as her sh«r 
,n the manufacturing bu-iqees, in which 
she has a half interest, and she rids berseit 
of the burden of supporting this institution, 
and the lessee assumes every item of the 
expense, and these ueevrsary expenses 
amount to at least $90,090 a year, or 
$8000 a month, which the lessees are 
required to pay in aavacce. There
fore, the parties contracting stand in 
this way: One puts in $96,000 for : fore,
the maintenance of the Penitentiary, aud 
tiie other $21,000 a year, and that $21,000 is 
u*'. d simply fur liquidating the interest 
upon the bonds.

Again, t he lessees also pay to the State the 
sum of $541,000 for the lease. Tb>*y pay 
$6000 thi* vear, $7090 the next year, and so 
on, making for the twenty one years the 
aggregate amount of $511,000, which 
amount annually to $16,200 that they pay 
every year to the State; in other word*, 
they < xpend $96,000 a year for the necessary 
expenses < t the institution; and th**n they 
g vo to the State, in additi u to that, $16,200 
a year, amouu'.tng to $112 0(M a year that

___ _ they expand, while the State commences
books, which wi:•• tureof $21.000a year.

Now. this $21 0 0, which the State pays 
annually, is merely to pay the interest ou 
the bo.ri-. eul ti e lessees pay $10,200 ol 

•« auuuiLt which deducted from the $21,- 
CCO, leaves *1900, ali tnat the State really 
pass a year.

In addition to that, the lessees contribute 
$96,000. without fail, to carry on the institu
tion. If they do not the lease becomes 
forfeited, and they are compelled to do this, 
an'.i it is immaterial whether they are sue 
otssful or not, they are bound to pay it.

Again, the lab.tr, as now constituted, is 
raw and unskilled, and the laborers disin
clined to work. In other word*, it is diffi
cult to get »nv work at ail out of the Peni
tentiary birds. A bird that can not sing 
must be made to sing, ard they have to use 
force. It is different from all other machine 
shops aud factories in this that you gen
erally find skilled labor and easily managed, 
because the laborers work for regular wages, 
aud unless they perform .their labor 
promptly, they will be discharged; but iu 
the Penitentiary the object of the laborer is 
to escape work, and, therefore, they have to 
be forced. The statistics show that_ there 
are three hundred aud fifty inmates, fifty of 
them are superannuated and a dead weight 
ou the hands of the lessees—they have to be 
supported and produce nothing. Then, out 
of these three hundred inmates two- 
thirds are short farm men, and one 
hundred are, perhaps, eff c ive men.
As soon as the men become skilled in the 
labor they have to perform their terms tx 
pire and they have to be nit-charged, i: 
seems therefore to me, under‘.lie statement: 
m tde, that the interests of the State require 
that some such provision as this should he 
adopted. Aside trom thit a contract was 
entered into, which was sacred and binding 
outlie State, and which I for one, as a rep
resentative, would bo unwilling to have 
forfeited. '

Can you imagine any contract that, would 
operate more fitvorably to the State; can you 
imagine any combination of circumstances 
that will produce a happier result lor the 
■State? Here is the State compelled to ap- 
nropriate $500,000 to repair the buildings 
and to.purchase the machinery, and neces
sary labor and work. The State was com- 
p iled to make such an appropriation to put 
that institution in the same condition to 
which it was prior to the war. She had 
either to do this, or to allow the convicts to 
be confined in the parish prisons or 
county jails; in order to do this we had to 
appropriate $500,000. Now, upon this 
the interest at seven per cent amounts to 
$21,000 a year; and here these parties say 
to the State, although you were compelled 
to do thi*, although you are required to pay 
the seven per cent Interest, yet we come for
ward to your relief; we «ay that this institu
tion, although it never has been self-sus
taining, but, on the contrary, an incubus on 
the State; although every !e*:see of the Pen
itentiary heretofore—Mr. Pike and others— 
though excellent financiers, havo been com
pelled to require relief; yet we come for
ward and s .y we will not only make you a 
joiut partner, but we require you not to 
furnish any capital, and not to pay the seven 
per cent on the bonds, because we agree to 
pay you $16 200 a year, and all we ask of you 
is a guarantee of the lease for twenty-one 
years. We desire to be secured, that the 
improvements which we make may revert 
to us during this term, so that we may not go 
to the expense of purcha ing ex’ra machine
ry and extra labor, and then in the course of 
two or three years, perhaps, have the tease 
canceled. Now, I s ty, that there can not 
be a donbt in Hie mittd of any man in the 
State, if they will only disabuse themselves 
of the impression that has gained ground, 
that this is a moneymaking concern. If 
they will only take a clear, just aud proper 
view of the case, and analyze the bill cate- 
fully, they will find that there is not a single 
fea’ureiuit objectionable, and instead of 
being an attempt ou the part of certain in
dividuals to get tho belter of the 8tate, it 
really places the State in a much better 
position than she has occupied heretofore.
I therefore hope tha’ all these amendments 
will be laid on the table, as they seem made 
for the purpose of destroying the bill, and 
that the bill be passed.

Mr. Blackman: Mr. President, I have a 
few remarks to make on this proposed 
amendment. 1 am not opposed to the con
tract, nor am I opposed to th« first section 
of the bill, which provides that 
these parties, James, Buckner and Bynum, 
be anbatitnted and placed, instead of

nt th« Paniton.

spired these same lessees will come to tne 
Legislature and ask .leiief. Does not the 
gentleman know that the lessee, if he places 
improvements on the property, has a right 
to lemand from the lessor pay for the 
Lecessary improvements. Then, after the 
ia;i*e of twenty-one year.-, these lessees w.'ll 
ovine and d.-mand. under t,b® laws cf the 
State, paj ment for the improvements placed 
on tue Penitentiary ground. Then, as to 
whether or not this is a money-making ma
chine; to mv know edge, it certainly must do,
*\jr not only on the bank  ̂of the Mississippi, 
iver, have these lesse.s employed these 

convicts for the purpose of constructing 
levees, and for that, they have already been 
paid cue dollar and twenty-five# cents per 
cubic yard, but in North Louisiana these 
s.me lessees have had u contract for the 
purpose of constructing part of that road 
with which the Senator from Ouachita is 
eont-ece t, aud have received thirty cenh 
per cubic yard, but under the lea*6 as . 
stands now, these same lessees can take 
these convicts, aud work them on the levees, 
and wh rever they see proper in the State, 
on railroad* <r other ibternal improve
ments, thereby making th3 labors oi these 
three hundred men very profitable to them.
1 therefore think that these lessees, during 

! the twenty-one years of the lease, should 
i arree to pay to the State of Louisiana the 
I interest that she has paid. I hope, there- 

that the Senate will entertain the 
amendment of Seuator Lynch, and pass it, 
and J thiuk that is all that the friends of tne 
bill car. ask of us of the opposition.

Mr. Lynch: Mr. President, I do not Wish 
to take up the time of the Senate by any 
long discuss’on, but, will state briefly my 
objection. 1 have no objection at all to the 
transfer of this lease, provided this extra
ordinary provision is stricken out. Without, 
th n, going iuto any lengthy argument, my 
objecti m is nor to the transfer of the lease, 
but if the bill does pass, I demand that tne 
State be secured so far as to make these 
lessees pay the interest on these bonds. I 
w a e ate 1 have no objection to the lessees 
at i. ri; n the contrary, I wish them success, 
ou not at the expense of the State.

Mr. Bacon: Mr. President, like the Sena
tors from Carro l and Cl i)orne, lam not 
disposed to throw any ub-iructions is the 
way of the transfer of tue lease to these 
g-ntlemon, who are new exercising the 
powers and privileges of lessees of the Peni
tentiary; that, certainly, should not ne 
done, and I woffid vote against any motion 
to deprive them from this lease. The Sen
ate and Hou e of Representatives consented 
ut the last session, to the affirmation of trie 
.case made by the mili’ary authorities, while 
G -neral Hancock was in command, with 
Messrs. Huger and Jones, although much 
difficulty was made at the time respecting it 
Tne General Assembly, also, at the last r 
sion, passed au act providing means for 
rebuilding of the Penitentiary, and iurnis 
ing it with machinery, which means hq 
been used lor the purpose, aud placed in t, 
hands of the lessee*, Messrs. Huger ai 
Jones, and, I presume, transferred to the* 
part os, Messrs. James, Buckner and Bynum.
It is certain thatthe lessees who are in pos
session at this time knew what they were to 
gain by this lease, or lose by it, Rnd that they 
were eutisth d that it would be an advan
tageous contract, otherwise they would not 
have gone into it. They wer* 
well acquainted with the subject, 
aud knew precisely what was tM 
condition of the Penitentiary andjthe tern* 
f tne previous Jease, and all the advantage! 
nd disadvantages of the wh Ie matter. 

They have gone iuto it, they decite to have 
that lease confirmed, at d I see no reason 
why that should net bo done. But, on the 
other hand, why should they not do that ’ 
which they were willing tj do when they 
asked for the transfer of the ieua-, and be 
placed in the same condition as the previoui
1 BE B?

thr, this previous leaso was presented to 
uses one that it would be wise for us to 
adopt, on the ground that it was a f tc simile 
of the base to Mr. Manhattan by previous 
legislation, before the war; that the terms 
We-ro tue same, aud that the State would 
share in the profits, precisely as it did un- 
der the lease with Mr. Manhattan before the 
war.

These previous lessees were very anxious 
to have the lease confirmed, 
used certainly all fair 
honorable means to procure the affirm 
of their lease, and they got it. Now, sir, 
to whether or not sucu a lease as that 
profitable to the lessees I have this evidence 
Defore me, that Mr. Manhattan, one o: the 
lessees, through the means which he 
gathered trom the lease left his family 
among the wealthiest iu the State—

51 r. Day: You are mistaken; he died un
able to pay his debts.

Mr. BacoD: At all events the parties who 
previously had the lease were willing to ac
cept it, and urged that it should be accepted 
and ratified, aud these gentlemen now lOntA,,. 
forward aud said they were willing to take ' 
from Messrs. Huger and Joucb: and iffi11 
was an unwise contract they should tZ* 
havegoneiuto.it. If it was an unwise it i 
dertaking cf theirs, they should 4k  
ask us to confirm it, but shaffip 
have insisted on Messrs. Hi*
aud Jones carrying ont the con’fl" 
but they asked us"to confim it. Tkert 
Mr. President, whether Manhattan 
made money by their lease or not, Me® 
Huger and Jones are satisfied thatjit 
good one last year, and wauled it coi.fir*? 
and these proseneparties were anxiou*f
take tho lease from Messrs. Huger &
I therefore think that whether tiii»^ 
profitable to Manhattan & Co. ornotit^ 
been profitable since, and these parties 
that they so considered it when they
for the confirmation * f the contract. «  
Senator says that $200,000 are to be apĵ ,
to rebuilding that portiou of tho 
tiary destroyed during the war. As 
that amount is concerned there is Pr0 |Zjf 
eorne degree of rea7on in wh&t he saJ8fajz 
as to the machinery, sir, it will be plac*Vj ■  
the hands of these lessees, it will
by them during the term ^of ̂ the
lease; it will be injured during 
long period; it will . not Ye 
valuable, at the end of that time; it W new
now, and it will be old then; and shall tl^
State give them the use of its money, 
machinery and its labor, for a mere pittance.
which, for the whole period, will not arnou 
to one seventh, or will just amount to ôW  faMIC B C V U U t U ,  UA J - ----~  . ^
seventh of the sum invested_ in the bond* 
alone; to say nothing of the improvements 
which have been placed on the grounus 
before ?Bnt


