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Deeded. To listen daily to appeal* made 
by individuals and delegated representa- 
tiVos, that taxes have been and are bping 
paid, and that the return is not ■what they 
nave a right to expect. To continuously 
deny applications for improvements, without 
b ‘iiig able to convince the applicant that the 
small expenditure asked for in his case 
would lie aufomented by others to a serious 
aggregate unless an unwarranted exception 
was made in his favor.

Against all such evils and their attendant 
complaints and appeals the present admin
istration can have but one sustaining assur
ance. They arc not of our making, and if 
iheir remedy involves greater financial re
sources than we are immediately possessed 
of, the maintenance of the city's credit is 
the foundation of relief iu the future, and 
t he evils must be endured meanwhile.

__ STREETS.
An examination just concluded- by the 

City Surveyor discloses tlie existence of over 
sixliundreil miles of paved, shelled and un-' 
paved streets within the present eorjiorate 
limits. To give the dptails of repairs made 
during the past mouth throughout such an 
extended area would be tedious. They in
volve a large expenditure, with but little 
prospect of reduction until extensive perma
nent improvements become possible. Tlie 
thoroughfares immediately connected with 
The wharves require most labor and ma
terial. and though a spell of line weather, 
and a limited business being done, has 
allowed them to become fairly passable, 
they are not in a condition to sustain an 
inclement season, and the prospective heavy 
winter's business.

Included in the aggregate of streets above, 
are about thirty-live miles of shelled streets 
and roads, used for purposes of both busi
ness and pleasure. These, had mostly all 
fallen into disrepair, and the nature of their 
construction is such as to require the con
tinuous application of fresh material. Ten 
thousand barrels of shells have been used 
upon them during the past month, and they 
are now temporarily in very fair order.

Bv constant vigilance and renewals, street 
bridges are kept safe. The canal bridges, 
under the city's charge, have all been re
paired. and are being painted for preserva
tion. a process that has not been applied the 
past six vears.

The rains of the past month were not af
forded opjiortunely to promote cleanliness. 
For this purpose there was too great a fall 
at one time and not enough subsequently. 
The river has declined to a stage preventing 
The use of culverts, and the only recourse 
has been a limited supply from tne Water
works, where repairs were making. 
Notwithstanding your very flattering 
comparison of tlie condition ot the streets ot 
New Orleans with those of other cities vis 
ited on your recent tour to the North and 
West, we can not congratulate ourselves 
that ours are clean. Streets are kept clean 
inure by abstaining from throwing garbage 
and filth into them than by the process ul 
Taking tilth out of them. People wlio wish 
cleanliness must abstain from promoting tlie 
contrary condition, and now in the very 
crisis of the city’s health, when it is yet 
doubtful whether we shall lie exempted from 
an epidemic, the co-oi>eration of the people 
themselves toward cleanliness, as well as the 
untiring vigilance of the authorities, muni
cipal and jMiliee, are necessary.

Repairs to banquettes and the construc
tion of new ones are progressing. The Su- 
perintendent of the Bureau of Streets re
ports three hundred and forty-six sidewalks 
repaired during the past month.

WHARVES AND LANDINGS.
In contemplation of repairs of a general 

character, not much has been done by this 
bureau duriug the past month. The land
ings are pretty well cleared of obstructions, 
but the great work of preparation for the 
fall business lias not yet been entered upon. 
The delay is much to be regretted, hut 
should it result iu the adoption of plans im
proved by mature delilieration, fhe interests 
of the city and of commerce will he bene- 
tted. Before tlie report of this department 
for tlie current month shall have been sub
mitted, 1 trust that the Administrators will 
have given tangible evidence that they ap
preciate the necessity of providing facilities 
tor the very large business promising to be 
done upon our landings the coming season.

DRAINAGE.
The operations iu this bureau during the 

past three months, have unquestionably 
contributed materially to the present excel
lent sanitary condition of the eitv. The 
main work of cleaning canals lias almost 
been completed, and after this is done, we 
must rely upon such indifferent means as 
*l.e present drainage system affords. to re
lieve the city of waste water.

GENERAL SUMMARY.
The foregoing remarks arc an assur

ance that the expenditures of this depart
ment continue to lie confined to meeting 
current necessities, without engaging in any 
extended system of improvements. The 
following statement of outlay is respectfully 
submitted:
Department Proper—
Pav roll of salaries...................... $416 67
Purchases.........................................  '29 22
Charity........................................  '■*
Bureau of Streets—

Pav roll of salaries....................... §3..>69 la
Pay roll of wages...............................12,40C 92
Purchases........................................  4,83b 83
Contracts.........................................  12,669 39
Bureau of Wharves and Landings—
Pav roll of salaries.............................$1,S02 76
Pav roll of wages.............................  2,4J4 33
Purchases..............1...................  '>222 ™
Contracts.....................................
Bureau of City Drainage—
Pav roll of salaries............................  *331 66
Pav roll of wages......................... 7’22?
Purchases...................................
Contracts........................... .......•*
Judgment of Fourth District Court “00 00

Total.......................................$47,999 59
Yon will observe an increase over last 

month ofaliout three thousand dollars. 
This is accounted for by large bills of print
ing street notices, such as new banquettes, 
proposals, etc., and by including the. sup
plies of coal furnished to draining machines 
i r the past three months.

Verv respectfully, . . . .
J. R. WEST, Administrator.

Department or Public Accounts, ) 
New Orleans, July 18,187(1. )

Honorable Benjamin F. Flanders, Mayor:
In conformity with section ten of the city, 

1 herewith submit my monthly report, in
cluding therein, such matters arising during 
the mouth of June, and so far during the 
month of July as seem to claim your official 
attention. „ . . .

During the whole of tins time, I have been 
obliged to keep employed au extra force, 
and to keep tbe offiec ojien and the men em
ployed on an average till ten and eleven 
o'clock at night, first in revising the tax bills, 
and since their completion iu the various 
clerical duties arising out of the revision 
aud examination of the floating debt, the 
settlement of the pay rolls and tlie trans
cribing of the various accounet tor preser
vation aud reference. ,

The revision of the tax bills was .a work 
made necessary by the haste with winch 
those of the Metropolitan and tCity Park 
tax had been made out, and was required 
to be done at night, so that the treasury 
could have the use of the books and bills 
bv day. Fortunately, but few errors or 
discrepancies were found to correct. The 
unexampled promptness of tlie taxpayers 
in coming forward, ought to be gratifying

the officers of the city, having the charge 
and responsibility of its business. If we 
Jo not succeed in effecting a permanent 
reform in city affairs, it will not be for 
want of support on the part of the tax
payers, for without dispute, delay or litiga
tion, they have come forward as a mass. 
The taxes have been increased, two new 
ones have lieen added, yet, although the 
present administration does not hold itself 
responsible for tbe increased burden of 
taxes, it owes au acknowledgement to the 
readiness and punctuality of the people 
who have to contribute.

•the PAT ROLLS-
Upon entering into office. tllS pi ci-eilt Ad

ministration found unpaid the whole salary 
c: pav list of the months of July, August, 
i letober and December, 1869. and January, 
February and March, 1870. He found not a 
dollar in' the treasury to pay them with, and 
no provision made in the city charter for 
fueir payment, they not being included in 
the list of obligations made part of the 
floating debt. On tlie other hand, there 
was a general demand that the citj should 
proceed henceforward upon a cash basis, 
and pay its current laborers and employes 
in cash. I brought the question before the 
Council and pressed the March pay rolls lor 
payment, and was met by the decision that

the city e«uld only undertake to pay cash 
for one-half of March, or since the adoption 
of the city charter.

The amount of the unpaid rolls, not in
cluding the latter half of March, was 
$502,OCR). To have attempted their pay
ment in cash would have made tlie present 
government as hopelessly nonpaving and 
bankrupt as its predecessors, Under the 
circumstances, believing tbe pay rolls to 
come sufficiently within the term “certifi
cates of indebtedness,” I proceeded to pre
pare the pay roll accounts to place them upon 
the floating debt statement. Although they 
were not a “registered bill,” technically, I 
held that the originals were already in the 
office, and were a registry of themselves. 
Besides, the holders or payers could not 
present their accounts for registry, holding 
no transferrable evidences of debt—the ac
counts being altogether in the hands of the 
city. True, in some cases, certificates were 
given of the fact of their being on the pay 
roll, but there was no means of transferring, 
except by order and notice to tlie city. I 
advertised for transferees to present their 
orders, and was met by the presentation of 
several thousand of them in a confused 
mass.

On the other hand, some of the holders 
of undisputed floating debt claims, such as 
city notes, registered bills and warrants, 
insisted that pay rolls could not be so 
placed, and threatened litigation. The 
remonstrances on the one hand, and the 
demands on the other that the rolls should 
lie so placed, made it necessary that a 
judicial decision should be had. otherwise 
the city would be involved in litigation. I 
informed interested parties to that effect.
A mandamus was taken, on the trial of 
which, believing it the duty of a defendant 
in mandamus to present all legal objections 
that could be urged bv third parties inter
ested, I did so, but the court promptly 
decided the exclusion of the pay rolls un
constitutional. It seems that the very 
ordinance creating the registered bills, and 
giving them interest, provided that pav 
rolls should have preference in payment. 
The insertion of registered certificates, and 
exclusion of pay rolls by the Legislature, 
was a violation, therefore, of p vested right.
It gave a preference on tbe only tangible 
assets within reach of the present city gov
ernment to pay back debts, tbe proceeds of 
the three million bonds, and this preference 
was violative of ordinances of the city 
having the force of a contract.

The transfers filed showed great irregu
larities—some not naming the month, some 
omitting tlie roll, many covering several 
months—here and there were forgeries, and 
salaries were sold twice in not a few cases. 
No proof or voucher of signatures was in 
any case presented. The number of trans- 
fetred accounts is probably four thousand, 
out of about ten tuonsand pay roll accounts 
before me. The adjustment of these ac
counts; to identify and secure the proper 
parties, and shield the city from responsi
bility or loss, has been a task of a magni
tude seldom entailed upon any office. All 
the untransferred pay roll accounts have 
been sent into the Bank of New Orleans, 
which is issuing certificates as rapidly as pos
sible. All the transferred are in readiness, 
but I am exacting bond aiul security of all 
transferees who do not bring forward posi
tive proof of the signatures they hold.

Till the transfers were all classified and 
noted, it was impossible to know the uutrans- 
ferring were who still hold their accounts. 
No preference between the transferred and 
untransferred lias been shown, except as 
made necessary by the inherent nature of 
the former, which require proof or security, 
involving the delay necessary. The city 
may in a few days congratulate itself that 
every pay roll creditor is iu possession of a 
tangible and easily transform ole evidence of 
debt, involving no great loss if it lias to be 
disjMised of before payment out of the float
ing debt proceeds.

THE FLOATING DEBT.
Tlie duty imposed upon me by tlie Coun

cil of auditing the floating debt, bus Inch 
one of great labor. I have had. to employ 
the best talent to aid me. Every bill has 
lieen scrutinized. No account lias been 
passed showing tlie shadow of a legal de
fect or irregularity, without submitting the 
question to the Mayor and Administrator of 
Finance, whose approval of my statement 
was necessary; and in glaring cases to the 
whole Council. This lias been the case even 
where equities have been plainly on the 
side of the holder.

ALFRED SHAW.
Administrator Public Accounts.

Reports from City Officers.
The City Attorney presented the follow

ing report:
New Orleans. July 15. 1870.

To the Honorable the Mayor aud Members of tbe 
City Council:

Gentlemen—Relative to the resolution 
passed by your honorable body, in reference 
to the action “of a former Common Council 
in granting twenty-five per cent increase 
upon the contract price of the city’s portion 
of tlie paving of Rampart street, from 
Canal to Esplanade,” I have the honor to 
report:

1. At the time the resolution under 
consideration was adopted by the Common 
Council, not only public interests, but the 
law required “ that all public works, 
materials, or supplies susceptible of 
being put under contract, tlie costs tbereoi 
exceeding five hundred dollars, should be 
sold by the Controller at public auction to 
tlie lowest bidder, he giving adequate se
curity ” (Revised Statutes, page 372); aud 
that statutory provision of the law, then and 
still in full force, was practically violated 
by tlie passage of the resolution of the old 
Council.

2. By section 59 of the act of the Legisla
ture above referred to. found on page 372, 
Revised Statutes, it is provided that the 
Common Council shall not have the power 
to release any contractor from a strict com
pliance with the conditions of his contract, 
except as to an extension of time, and that 
necessary restraint imposed by the law 
maker upon the Common Council of New 
Orleans. I consider as disregarded in the 
adoption of resolution No. 1467. new series.

3. The increase of twenty-five per cent 
upon the city’s portion of the contract 
price for paving Ramyart street, from 
Canal to Esplanade, amounting, I am in
formed to a sum not less than twenty-five 
thousand dollars, is nothing more nor less 
than a gratuitous donation of that amount 
to the contractors, and I am at a loss to 
conceive by virtue of wbat authority tbe 
late Common Council of New Orleans, whose 
duty was purely administrative, could open 
the door to the city treasury, and, without 
adequate consideration, dispose of the 
public funds.

Tlie resolution awarding tlie twenty-five 
per cent increase, is, in my opinion, invalid, 
and should not receive the favorable con
sideration of your honorable body.

I have not been furnished by the Council 
with any fact relating to certain evidences 
of indebtedness of the city of New Or
leans, referred to in tlie resolution submit
ted by the Council to this office, and am. 
therefore, compelled to express my opinion 
upon tlie limited and only statement of 
facts which 1 liavo been able to obtain.

The evidences of indebtedness referred 
to were certificates issued to cover the 
twenty-five per cent increase allowed to 
Column & Co., not only upon the Rampart 
street contract, but other contracts between 
the city and those contractors; anil these 
certificates, resting upon neither just nor 
lawful consideration, were put in circula
tion bv the simple mandate of the chair
man ot' the Finance Committee without the 
authority of the Common Council.

I can not regard these certificates as evi
dence of any indebtedness on the part of 
the city of New Orleans, either in the hands 
of Coleman & Co., or their transferees, and 
respectfully advise your honorable body uot 
to recognize the same.

I have the honor to remain
Your obedient servant,

GEORGE S. LACEY;
City Attorney.

The report was received and referred to 
the Department of Improvements.

On the claim of Recorder Campbell the 
City Attorney reported as follows:

N ew  O rleans, July 18,1870.
To the Honorable the Mayor and Members of the 

City Council:
~ Gentlemen—The legal objection to the 
claim of B. Campbell, tutor, lies in tbe fact 
that Thomas M. Campbell, being a minor, 
could not legally fill the office of clerk to the 
Recorder of Jefferson. Inasmuch, however, 
as the duties of the clerk, for the period 
charged, were actually performed by the 
minor, it would look as if the eitv was seek
ing to enrich herself at the expense of an
other to refuse to pay the salary as allowed

31 ■ ■ J , ■ II g = « B g g B g g ,  . .
by section four of an act entitled “An act to 
creat; a Recorder’s court in the City of 
Jefferson,’ approved September 15, 1868. I 
recommend -tlie payment of the claim. Ri* 
turning herewith the paiiers sent to me,

I have the honor to remain, etc.,
GEORGE 8. LACEY.

City Attorney.
The report was received and adopted, 

and the claim referred to the Administrator 
of Accounts for settlement.

On the petition of J. B. Stamps, for com
pensation as Coroner of Jefferson City, at 
the rate of eighty dollars a month, the City 
Attorney reported as follows:

Office Citt Attorxet, i 
July 12, 1870. 5

Respectfully returned. The fees of the 
Coroner, at the time referred to in the 
within application, were specially fixed by 
law, and lean find no justification tor the 
agreement referred to in the within petition.

The prayer of petitioner should be denied, 
reserving to him his light to recover his 
fees, for services rendered as Coroner, in 
accordance with law, in such cuse made and 
nrovided.
1 GEORGE S. LACEY,

City Attorney.
Received and ordered to he printed.
Upon an ordinance providing for the pay

ment of certain accounts, which was re
ferred to him, the City Attorney reported: 

Officr City Attorney. ) 
July 12, 1870. 5

Respectfully returned to the Council with 
the statement: That the Honorable Admin
istrator of Accounts has informed the City 
Attorney that the reference of that portion 
of the ordinance relative to the unpaid rolls 
of the city- of New Orleans and Jefferson, 
was made' in error; and with the further 
statement that it is impossible for this office 
to inquire into the validity of the claim of 
J. G. Baum, for fees in sundry suits, in 
absence of a detailed bill.

GEORGE S. LACEY,
City Attorney.

Dr. Cooper, City Physician, made the fol
lowing report on the condition of affairs at 
the Insane Asylum:

Surgeon's Office, )
Metropolitan Police District, > 

New Orleans, July 19, 1870.) 
Hon. B. F. Flanders, Mayor City of New Orleans:

Sir—I beg leave to present to your Honor 
the condition of the City Insane Asylum 
aud its inmates, and urge that some step be 
takeu to have those that are incurable, or of 
long duration of insanitv, sent to the State 
Institute at Jackson. V?e have some hun
dred and fifty inmates in the asylum, of 
which eighty or ninety should be sent to 
tbe State institution. *Our building is en
tirely unsuited for the purpose of an insane 
retreat, being damp, dark, gloomy, without 
any means to separate or classify the dif
ferent cases. Many are of such a nature 
that their imprisonment only tends to 
aggravate their malady. If the number 
herein mentioned cpuld be removed to the 
State institution, it would give us more 
room aud better facility for the separation 
and projier treatment of those left. If no 
other proper building can lie procured for 
these unfortunates, humanity prompts me 
to urge their removal.

J. B. COOPER. M. D.,
City Physician.

Referred to the Mayor with power to act.
R esolutions, E tc.

By Mr. West:
Resolved. That the removal of P. C. Mona

ghan. ward superintendent of the streets, 
eleventh ward, to date the twenty-third day 
of April last, made by the Administrator of 
Improvements, be and the same is hereby 
confirmed.

Adopted.
Mr. West introduced the following resolu

tion, suiting that the purchase was of such 
a nature that it could uot be made liy con
tract :
Resolution authorizing the purchase of a 

street sweeping machine.
Resolved, That the Administrator of Iiu-. 

provements be. aud lie is hereby, author
ized to purchase, for the use of the city, a 
street sweeping machine.

The yeas aud nays were called, aud the 
resolution was unanimously adopted.

Mr. West introduced the following ordi
nance, aud suggested its reference to the 
City Surveyor aud himself:
An ordinance changing the specifications 

for the paving of St. Charles avenue.
Be it ordained, etc., That so much of the 

specifications in the contract for paving 
Race and St. Charles streets, between the 
city of New Orleans and the Southern Pav
ing Company, as relates to the flooring, 
gutter plunk, and blocks, lie, and the same 
are hereby altered aud amended so as to 
lead as follows:

Flooring.—A flooring of one-inch pine 
boards, not less than ten inches wide, well 
covered on all sides with a mixture of coal 
tar aud pitch, shall be laid over the entire 
surface, lengthwise of the street, anil 
boards of same kind shall lie laid at right 
angles from curb to curb, under the ends of 
said flooring boards.

Bloeks.—Then naralellogramie blocks of 
well seasoned red heart cypress, six inches 
long, with the grain of the wood, three 
inches thick with straight line faces anil 
right angles, shall be placed endwise in 
rows across tbe street, from curb to curb, 
with the broad faces fronting up and down 
the street; aud each row shall be separated 
from the other by a strip of pine board 
three inches wide, 'three-quarters of an inch 
thick, and not over four feet long, with the 
edge resting on the floor, and each strip 
shall he nailed with two nails.

The Mayor asked if it was necessary to 
pass the ordinance at this meeting.

Mr. West: No sir.
The Mayor would like to have it laid over. 
Laid over accordingly.
By Mr. West:

Department of Improvements, 1 
City ol New Orleans, July 15, 1870. )

To tbe honorable tbe Council of tbe city of New 
Orleans :

The undersigned respectfully reports the 
following bids as having been received iu 
response to the advertisement inviting “pro
posals for banquettes on Royal street:” 

Dennis Cronan bids $1 05 per superficial 
square yard for repairing, etc., old, and 
$4 10 per superficial square yard for laying, 
etc., new banquettes.

Nicholas Connell bids $5 per running foot 
for banquette laying, etc., new flags. $2 per 
running foot for repairing, etc., old flags; 
$1 per running foot for German, and $1 50 
per running foot for North river gutter.

And the bid of Dennis Cronan being tlie 
lowest, it is respectfully recommended that 
the accompanying resolution be adojited, 
adjudicating the contract to him.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

J. R. WEST, 
Administrator.

Resolved, That the proposal of Dennis 
Cronan for repairing, etc., the flagged ban
quettes on Koval street, from Canal to 8t. 
Philip streets, at $1 05 per superficial 
square yard; aud for paving with Hags, 
those banquettes within the same limits, 
now paved with bricks at $4 10 per superfi
cial square yard; a'nd offering-------------- ,
John Clark',------ , as security iu the sum
of three thousand ($3000) dollars; be. and 
the same is hereby accepted, and the Mayor 
authorized to cuter into contract on behalf 
of the city, per notarial act before the City 
Notary for the faithful performance of saill 
contract.

Adopted.
By Mr. West:

Department of Improvements, t
City of New Orleans. July 15, 1870. )

Ty ,'llr Honorable tbe Council of tlie city of New Or
leans:

The undersigned respectfully reports that 
in answer to the advertisement inviting 
“Proposals for banquettes on Liberty 
street,” tlie following bid was received: 

Deunis Cronan, at $3 45 per running foot 
of banquette with stone curbing, and at 
$2 60 per running foot of banquette with 
Wooden curbing; and the bid of Dennis Cro
nan being reasonable, it is respectfully 
recommended that the accompanying reso
lution be passed, awarding the contract to 
liim.

Resolved, That the proposal of Dennis 
Cronan to construct banquettes that are un
made, on Liberty street, between Euphro- 
sino and Washington streets, at $3 45 per 
running foot, with stone curbing, and at 
$2 60 per running foot with wooden enrb-

I .  ....................................................

ing, and offering John Clark as security' in 
the sum of three thousand ($3000) dollars, 
be, and the same is, hereby accepted* and 
the Mayor authorized to enter into contract 
on liehalf of the city, per notarial act, before 
the City Notary, for the faithful ]ierformanoe 
of said contract.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

J. R. WEST,
Administrator.

Adopted.
By Mr. West:

Department of Improvement?, )
City of New Orleans, July 19, 1870. J 

To tbe Honorable the Council of the city of New 
Orleans:

The undersigned respectfully submits the 
following statement as comprising the bids 
received in reply to advertisement inviting 
“proposals for landing improvements:”
Philip Eager Eager Frank M. M. 

DrumitCo. it Co. 4* Co. Caserino. Carvin. Carvin.
SRC.
ONK.

FEC. SEC. fcKC. SEC.
O N E. TWO. TWO. T H R E E .

SEC.
POUR.

$41 50
Steamship wharves per square. 

$38 00 $  38 50 $ 33 50 $ 39 75 $46 50

41 50
Ship wharves per square.

33 00 39 50 34 00 39 75 38 75

43 50
Steamboat wharves per square. 
28 04 41 00 35 00 39 80 35 50

Wharves taken up and raised, per square.
18 00 13 50 12 50 6 00 9 75 10 50

Wharves takeu up and relaid, per square.
12 00 7 50 5 50 3 50 2 50 2 50

18 75
Laying floor, per square.

14 00 15 50 10 00 14 75 14 50

35 00
C.ap8, per running foot.

22* 25* 18 26 26

33 00
Stringers, per running foot. 

22>s 251; 18 26 26

37 00
Braces, per running foot.
15 25 15 30 35

11 95
Piles, each.

9 95 10 50 8 50 10 75 11 50

11 50
Revetment, new. per running l««t. 

6 50 5 50 4 50 8 50 9 25

5 75
Revetment, old, jier running fort. 

390 350 2 25 4 75 3 50

8 75
Bulkhead, new, per running foot.

5 75 5 50 3 50 5 50 7 25

4 87
Bulkliead, old, per running foot.

3 75 3 50 2 50 3 75 2 75

69 00
Mooring posts, each.

25 00 29 00 18 00 50 00 50 00

44\
Battnre. cubic yard.

38>t 3846 33^ 37^ 37)j

33 00
New jetties, per running foot 
27 50 10 00 7 00 22 00 28 50

6 00
Old piles, each.

2 50 2 50 2 00 5 00 6 50
For tbe first section the hid of Eager, 

Ellermon & Co. is the lowest, as per sched
ule.

For the second section, the bid of Frank 
Caserino is the lowest; but he Laving by 
written document abandoned the contract 
aud forfeited his deposit, made as security, 
of two thousand five hundred ($2504) dollars, 
it is respectfully requested that tie award 
be made to Messrs. Eager, Ellernun & Co., 
the next lowest bidders, as per statement.

For tbe third and fourth sections, Mr. 
Carvin is the lowest bidder.
• Pursuant to the above schedule and re

capitulation. it is respectfully recommended 
that the accompanying resolution be 
adopted, adjudicating'the contracts to the 
several parties heretofore enumerated as 
the lowert bidders, anil accepting the 
securities resjiectivelv ottered by them.

Very respectfully, etc.,
J.'R. WEST.

Adminiitrator.
Resolved bv the Council of tbe city of 

New Orleans, That the Mayor lie and he is 
hereby authorized to enter into contract, 
oil behalf of the city, per notarial act. be
fore tbe City Notary.' for the reconstructing 
and improving of tlie wharves aud land
ings of the city cf New Orleans, vith:

1. Eager. Eilerman & Co,, as principal, 
and H. H. Stanley and George V. Munson 
as surety, iu the sum of ten thousand dol
lars ($lu,O00), for the first section.

2. Also, with Eager. Ellenuau &. Co., as 
principal, and W. W. Walker aul J. L. Gu
bemator as surety, in tlie snu of fifteen 
thousand dollars ($15,000), for the second 
section.

3. Also, with M. Carvin as priicipnl, and 
Sum Smith Jk Co. as surety, in the sum of 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000), for the 
third section.

4. Also, with M. Carvin as principal, and 
Sam Smith &. Co. as surety, in the sum of 
ten thousand dollars ($10,000), firtlie fourth 
section.

5. The whole to be contnwed for at 
prices quoted in the report of tie Adminis
trator of Improvements, under cate of the 
nineteenth day of July, 1870.

Tlie Mayor asked if these resolutions 
left it to the contractors to repair the 
wharves wherever they pleased, or 
were they to lie restricted to sudi portions 
as the Adminstrator might designate.

Mr. West replied that the specifications 
were very binding on the subject.

Mr. Pierce asked how much the work 
would amount to.

Mr. West said there was no tilling.
Mr. Emley: I understand theie is to be 

as much or as little done as tin Adminis
trator may direct.

Mr. West said he designed tint the De
partment of Improvements shoitd he kept 
iu communication with the Coined, and 
that the Council should be fully informed of 
the amount involved.

The resolution was adopted.
Mr. West thereupon presentedtbis'further 

preamble and resolution:
Whereas. By advertisement dated June 

16, 187®, by the Administrator of Improve
ments, for proposals for work t« be done 
uitou tbe wharves and levees of the city of 
New Orleans, it was made a coalition of 
such proposals that bidders for lection two 
should deposit with the Adminstrator of 
Finance tlie sum of twenty-fiv« hundred 
($2500) dollars, as evidence of tteir inten
tion to abide by tlie adjudication.and _

Whereas, Frank Caserino liavng bid for 
said section two, and Laving made the de
posit as aforesaid, and having It letter ad
dressed to tlie Administrator •: Improve
ments under date of July 1, 1870.»bandoned 
liis bid, aud declined to enter itto contract 
with the city according to the teims thereof; 
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the aforesaid deposit of 
twenty-five hundred dollars ($2540) made by 
Frank Caserino, be and is nerelv declared 
forfeited to the city, and the Administrator 
of Public Accounts is authoriz'd to issue 
his warrant to the Administrator of Finance 
to receive the amount,

Adopted.
Mr. Shaw presented the follcving ordi

nance, which was read a first aid second 
time and laid over under the charter:
An ordinance providing for the payment of 

the several accounts therein rained.
Bo it ordained, That the followhg appro

priations be and are hereby made and that 
the Administrator of Public Accounts war
rant on the Administrator of Nuance in 
payment of the same :

James A. Gresham, for Acts of 1870 for 
office of Ailmiuistrator of Accomts, $3.

Tlie New Orleans Tribune, foi subscrip
tion for four copies for one year to first of 
June, 1871, $20.

John Brugniens, for gas fixtures and fit
ting in office of Administrator if Public 
accounts, $226.

A. S. Collins, Sheriff of the parfh of Jef
ferson, for maintenance in the paisli jail of 
said parish, from first to thirtieth dine, 1870, 
of a prisoner committed by the Ricorder ol 
tlie Sixth District of New Orleans $18.

C. L’Hute, for one blind for tie office of 
the Superintendent of Public Schools; $5 75.

Hon. B. F. Flanders, Mayor, foi personal 
e a pc uses, Ctc-? °t trip to New Yoik to sigu 
bonds, $227. .

The New Orleans Rurrnuc vr Printing 
Company, for publishing proceedtogs ol the 
Council in April, 1870, $422 40.

Tin- New Orleans Republican Printing 
Company, for publishing prnceedngs ol the 
Council in June, 1870, $699 20.

Commercial Bulletin, for sundry adver
tisements, $55 50.

Mr. Shaw offered the following ordinance 
to be printed and referred to tie Depart
ment of Assessments to reiiort. It was so 
referred:

Whereas, Plan books showing tie 
boundaries of all real estate located in tie 
city of New Orleans, are necessary in order

to make prompt and correct assessments; 
therefore, l>e it

Resolved, That the City Surveyor be and 
is hereby instructed to report to' this Coun
cil as soon as practicable, the probable cost 
of, and necessary time to complete a plan 
book for each assessment district in the city 
of New Orleans, which plan books are to be 
so arranged that each square of ground ap
pear as a separate sheet, subdivided into 
lots, together with the owner’s name, appear 
thereon, in such a manner as to allow space 
when changes occur.

The following, offered by Mr. Sliaw, was 
ordered to be printed and referred to the 
Department of Inprovements:

Whereas, Tlie city of New Orleans con
tributes more than one-half to all the reve
nue to tbe State, and considering that the 
benefit derived from taxation should be 
equal thereto; and

Whereas, The rear of the city of New 
Orleans is subject to periodical overflows, 
causing great damage to property, thereby 
deteriorating tbe value of real estate, which 
would otherwise be valuable and inhabited; 
and

Whereas, Millions of dollars have been 
voted aud expendep for the protection of 
lands from overflow of far less value than 
the section above referred ta, and consider
ing that large appropriations are now sub
ject to the. order of the Board of Public 
Works of the State, and further, that the 
enhanced value of the lands will soon repay 
for the costs inctured by the building of a

Srojier levee in the rear of the city of New 
irleans on the shores of Lake 1’ontchar- 

train;
Be it resolved, That the Council of the city 

of New Orleans, through his honor the 
Mayor, urge on the Board of Public Works of 
the'State, the utility and necessity of a pro
tection levee in the'rear of the city of New 
Orleans to aid in the proper drainage of the 
same, and to assist the city with State funds 
appropriated for levee purposes.

Resolved, that a copy of the foregoing 
resolutions he transmited to the Board of 
Public Works of the State of Louisiana.

The F oaling  D ebt.
Mr. Shaw presented the following ordi

nance :
An ordinance providing for the opening of 

bids from floating debt holders, in ex
change lor bonds.
Be it ordained bv the Council of the city 

of New Orleans, That holdors of the float
ing debt are invited to make bids for bonds 
of the three million issue, payable in cer
tificates of floating debt, the Council of the 
city reserving the right of accepting said 
certificates in 'payment to the extent of 
seventy-five per cent or more. Allowance to 
lie made in favor of the city, for interest 
on bonds to date of exchange. Holders to 
retain their certificates for the unpaid 
balance. All bids to be addressed to the 
Bank of New Orleans, Administrator of 
the fleating dept.

In moving the adoption of the ordinance, 
Mr. Shaw expressed the opinion that this 
was a stop which should have been taken 
tome months ago.

Mr. Walton said he had no desire to op
pose the plan of giving the creditors of the 
city the opportunity of taking the floating 
debt bonds in payment of their claims. He 
agreed with the Administrator of Accounts 
in thinking this was a course which should 
have been taken three months ago. But he 
objected to the pro rata provision. He 
thought that could not be carried out. The 
true policy, in his opinion, was for the city 
to get as much for her bonds as she could, 
and to settle with each cre ditor as he came 
in. The • livision of the certificates was im
practicable.

Mr. Shaw replied that it would be with 
the Council to accept tlie bids or not. If it 
was found inexpedient to divide the certifi' 
cates for the small amounts, the Council 
would not accept bids in that form. The 
ordinance was perfectly safe as it stood.

Mr. Pierce said it seemed to him the 
Council would not get as high hills by ad
vertising for a pro rata sale as they would if 
they proposed to give bonds for the whole 
amount of the creditor’s claim. It was left 
to the city to give seventy-five per cent or 
more, and the creditors, iu making their 
bids, would take the lowest amount as their 
basis.

Mr. West said he had listened with much 
attention to the remarks made by the Ad
ministrators of Finance and Police, and he 
would like to ask them if their arguments 
were not to this effect: That it would he 
desirable to pay the whole amount if we 
had the money to do it with. The Council 
were allowed three million dollars to liqui
date the floating debt, and tbe question 
arose whether they had the right to dis
tinguish or give preference to one holder 
over another. In order to prevent this the 
limit was put at seventy-five per cent, or so 
much more as the Council might be able to 
allow. The result would be that, after the 
administrators had exhausted the amount 
allowed them, the creditors must seek re
dress from the Legislature. He had heard 
from neither of the two gentlemen any bet
ter plan proposed.

Mr, Emley said he had always concurred 
with the Administrator of Finance in his 
views on this question. He thought the 
Council had nothing to do with any pro rata. 
We could not hope to ascertain within the 
next ten years the exact amount of the 
dividend to which each creditor was equita
bly entitled, according to the scheme pro
pounded by the Administrator of Accounts. 
If the legislature had ordered the Council 
to wait till every item of the debt had come 
in, and then to strike pro rata, the scheme 
would he somewhat practicable. All we 
had to do was what the law required us to 
do, namely: When the evidence of indebted
ness was presented and passed, to give bonds 
in exchange for them. Long before all these 
bonds could be taken up in exchange, the 
Legislature would lie in session, and pro
vision could be made to meet the balance of 
the indebtedness. Of course there was in
telligence enough in the community to know 
that the Council had not means enough to 
meet all the floating debt. A start had 
been made iu the way of exchange, by the 
acceptance of the Gas Company’s bid at 
eighty-two and a half—let it be understood 
that creditors who came in at this figure, 
or at a larger figure, could have bonds for 
their claims. Iu this way a much higher 
price would be realized than could be 
obtained by any jollier mode of exchange. 
Parties would know that if they did not 
come in readily and take the bonds at a 
fair figure, they would be obliged to wait. 
Gentlemen might think this was forcing a 
settlement, but it was a fair course to take, 
and in direct compliance with the law.

Mr. Walton asked what injury the 
creditor left out would suffer. He had his 
seven per cent certificate, anil the Council 
proposed to settle with seven per cent 
bonds. How much worse ofi was he with a 
seven per cent certificate than with a seven 
per cent bond ? . If the city was bankrupt, 
and these three million of bonds were all 
that were to accrue to the creditors this 
pro rata provision would be a very proper 
one. But as tbe Council was forced to give 
a seven per cent certificate, which was in
trinsically worth as much as a bond, he saw 
no injustice at all to any of the creditors in 
just getting as much as we could for the 
bonds, and then leaving to the unpaid credi
tors seven per cent certificates. As soon as 
the Legislature met these certificates could 
he changed for bonds. By pursuing this 
course the city would save, at the very 

; start, two or three hundred thousand dol

lars. As far as making a pro rata division 
of the bonds at seventy-five ptr cent was 
concerned, it could not be done, and he 
wished the Secretary to put on record his 
firm opinion on this point.

Mr. Pierce said he was nnder the impres. 
sion that many creditors holding these 
seven per cent certificates would be willing 
to let their claims lie over till the Legisla
ture gave relief. Seven per cent was a 
pretty good interest, And he was inclined 
to think there would not be more of these 
claims presented than the city would be 
able to meet in full with the bonds.

Mr. Shaw said two of the gentlemen who 
had spoken, were laboring under a good 
deal of misapprehension. The Adminis
trator of Finance (Mr. Walton) understood 
this to be an ordinance to make a pro rata 
on the bonds themselves. On tlie contrary, 
his proposition was to accept a pro rata of 
the certificates in full payment of the bonds. 
He proposed to sell the bonds for certifi
cates, accepting a pro rata of those certifi
cates in full payment for them. In answer 
to tbe assertion of the Administrator of 
Commerce (Mr. Emley) who had said that it 
would take ten years to find out the who]* 
floating debt, he had only to say that at this 
moment we were within fifty thousand 
dollars of it, in two weeks more would 
know within five thousand dollars what it 
was.

Mr. Emley: Suppose you do come within 
five thousand dollars of it, will that be 
knowing exactly what it is ?

Mr. Shaw would not chop logic on that 
point. When we knew within a few thou
sand dollars what the floating debt was, we 
would know exactly what we could do for 
the holders. It was our duty to see that they 
got justice, and that these bonds were 
properly divided among them. Every per
son who belli any of the evidences of this 
debt bad the same right and was entitled to 
the same treatment as the rest. The large 
creditors ought not to be preferred over the 
small ones. Had this ordinance been 
passed two months and a half ago, he had 
no doubt the Council by this time would 
have sold most of these bonds at ninety 
cents on the dollar.

Mr. Walton explained that he all along 
understood the proposition to be, as the Ad
ministrator of Accounts stated, seventy-five 
per cent on the certificates. His objection 
was, that such a pro rato could not be paid 
in bonds, especially in the case of the small 
creditors, whom the Administrator of Ac
counts, very properly was desirous.of slicing 
paid, not more so than lie (Mr. Walton) 
was. The impracticability of the pro rato 
scheme had already been proved. Tlie Bank 
of New Orleans in a transaction of four hun
dred and nineteen thousand dollars, had re
fused to pay a balance of thirty-nine dollars 
in cash, and the creditor had been compelled 
to forego that amount. Take the case of 
a poor school teacer to whom the city owed 
a hundred dollars. On the pro rata plan, 
that teacher would be entitled to seventv- 
five dollars. But there were no bonds 
smaller than fifty dollars. Where were the 
remaining twenty-five dollars to come from!

Mr. West answered that that argument 
was met by the Administrator of Finance’s 
own statement, that the holders of seven 
per cent certificates valued them as much as 
bonds.

Mr. Walton explained that he did not say 
that. What he said was that intrinsically 
the seven per cent certificates were worth' 
as much as bonds.

Mr. West said the argument of the gen
tleman was that some of these people could 
not obtain bonds, but would have the oj>- 
portnnity of retaining these seven per cent 
certificates, which were just as good. He 
(Mr. West) did uot agree with him because 
a bond was much more negotiable than a 
certificate. The whole question was nar
rowed down to this: The bonds were not 
sufficient to meet the whole floating debt, 
and the ordinance of the Administrator of 
Accounts was designed to prevent the pay
ing of some creditors in full, leaving ethers 
out in the cold.

Mr. Walton did not admit that the cred
itors temporarily passed by were left out in 
the cold, or that they were injured in any 
way whatever. His objection to the ordi
nance was that it could not be carried out— 
it was altogether impracticable.

Mr. Shaw remarked that there was no 
such thing in the world as perfection, and 
he thought the jilan proposed was the fair
est and the best to all the creditors, even 
though there should be some fractions of 
claims which could not be converted into 
bonds.

The Mayor observed that the words 
“ seventy-five per cent or more,” in the 
ordinance, left it open for the bidder to 
accept the whole if he could get it. If it 
was utterly impossible, as he believed it 
was, to pay on the pro rata plan, it left the 
door open to pay the whole claim. He 
would like to ask the Administrator of 
Accounts how many claims there were less 
than a hundred dollars ?

Mr. Shaw:*A great many.
The Mayor: Ten thousand ?
Mr. Shaw: Yes, sir.
The Mayor: How can these persons lie 

paid who have only these small accounts !
Mr. Shaw: If they can not bid they will 

not bid.
The Mayor: But how will it he possible for 

these men who hold at least five bundled 
thousand dollars worth of the floating debt 
to bid at all !

Mr. Shaw replied that persons who could 
not bid would not bid, but they would lose 
nothing. Every man would get his pro 
rata. That was guaranteed. .The main 
point gained was, that by this plan the 
C nmcil would get a higher price for the 
bonds. Everybody knew a man would give 
more in certificates than in cash. War had 
broken out in Europe, and cash was not 
available just now. This was an ordinance 
which the creditors of the city themselves 
demanded. They came anil asked him’. 
“Why don't you give us a chance to bid 
for these bonds ! ”■ He could give names of 
creditors who came with this inquiry t > his 
office nearly every day. If the rich man 
came on and bid higher than the poor man 
for the bonds, so much tlie better, for the 
poor man in the end there would he a 
higher pro rata. The Council had to meet 
this question of paying the flouting debt of 
the city, and there was but one way to do 
it. That was to do right. We had no right 
to settle with one creditor in full and give 
another creditor nothing at all.

Resolutions Resumed*
Mr. Bonzano offered the following and 

moved its adoption:
Resolved. That all petitions relating to the 

remission, abatement of. and exemption from 
taxes, assessed prior to the current year, be 
and the same are hereby referred to the 
Administrator of Commerce.

Mr. Emley asked what in (he world this 
resolution meant.

Mr. Bonzano explained that he was so 
crowded with work that he had no time to 
devote to those numerous tax petitions and,
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wanted to be relieved of them for a month 
or so.

Mr. Emley had every disposition to oblige 
the Administrator. He would vote him a 
vacation or send him over the lake, bur he 
could not undertake the duties of the De
partment of Assessments.

The Mayor said if this motion was made 
in earnest, he would put it to the vote.

Mr. Bonzano said certainly it was in 
earnest. (

Mr. Emley moved to lay it over indefin
itely.

Mr. Delassize seconded the motion, which 
was carried.

On motion of Mr. Emley, it was 
Resolved, That the chandelier, now lying in 

one of the rooms of the City Hall of tne late 
City of Jefferson, now Sixtn District of this 
city, be and is hereby donated to the Green
ville Mount Horeb 'Congregational Babtist 
church.

Mr. Shaw brought np the following ordi 
nance:
An ordinance to provide for the settlement 

of accounts therein named.
Be it ordained. That the Administrator 

of Public Accounts be and lie is hereby au
thorized to settle with the holders of the 
following claims, at the option of said 
holders, bv the issue of certificates under 
ordinance 197. Administration scries.

J. G. Baum. Fourth Justice of the Peace, 
for costs in city tax suits, $130.

M. Condran, for 183 loads of brick, rub
bish and cinders for filling hole on the 
levee, furnished during February amV 
March, seventy cents to one dollar per load, 
$183

Thomas F. Fisher, for repairing and keep
ing in repair the street bridges ol the First 
District, for one month, to April 1,1870, 
$474 38.

Thomas F. Fisher, for Constructing new 
bridges in the First District, 13,434 feet, at 
5:i« cents, $695 21.

J. L. Gulieraator, for tinilier furnished for 
repairs to wharves and bulkheads, in First 
anil Third Districts, $4413 84.

J. L. Gubemator, for lumlier, etc., fur
nished Surveyor’s department by virtue of 
ordinance No. 1560, new series, $318 02.

J. L. Gubemator, for lumlier and wharf 
timber, furnished Surveyor's department by 
virtue of Ordinance No. 1370, new series, 
$277 01.

J. L. Gnbernator, for timber furnished for 
repairs to wharves and bulkheads in Third 
District, $2271 84.

J. L. Gubemator, transferees of L. A. 
Landry and others, for making tax bills, 
ledgers, registers, and indexes tor the year 
1869, $2000.

Sloconib, Baldwin & Co., for sundry 
Jiardware furnished the Surveyor’s depart
ment, $117 66.

Joseph Artigues, for cleaning and repair
ing the unpaved streets of the Third aril, 
from the seventeenth to the thirty-first of 
March, 1870, inclusive, $1293 75.

Joseph Artigues, for cleaninganil repair
ing the un paved streets of the Third 4Y ard, 
from twelfth to sixteenth March, 1870, in
clusive, $431 25.

Joseph Artigues, for ten per cent retained 
on monthly certificates, from September 13, 
1869, to March 31, 1870, inclusive, $1916 66.

Heirs of P. E. Mederes, for costs as per 
judgment of Third District Court, $21 30.

D. Brady, for ten per cent retained on re
pairs to enginehouse No. 12, $25.

H. Englebracht, for tw^nty-tliree days’ 
services as juror in the City of Jefferson, at 
two dollars per day, $66.

Grayer &. Millspaugli, for services ren- 
dered'burving indigent dead and removing 
indigent sick, trom March 17 to 31, 1870, 
inclusive. $150.

Christian & Hyatt, for stationery fur
nished City of Jefferson, $142 77.

Louis Hubert, for forty-tliree dny“’ ser
vices as juror in Jefferson City, at $2 per 
day, $86.

Hasam & Pooler, for lumber furnished 
Surveyor's department, as per ordinance 
1600. new series, $520.

Kearney & Bemos, for sundries furnished 
Houses of Refuge aud Palish Prison, 
$121 50.

Lagan & Mackison, for sundries to repair 
furnace of Bienville street draining ma
chine, as per ordinance 1560, new series, $28.

T. J. Lindsey, for 2400 feet of banquette 
on Second street. Fourth District, at eight 
cents per foot, $192.

T. J. Lindsey, for repairing tbe stalls ot 
Pilie Market, First District, and furnishing 
new tops, $290.

T. J. Lindsey, for repairing the stalls ol' 
the Beef Market, Second District, and fur
nishing new tops, $480.

John Moylan, transferee of John Wilson, 
for thirtv-one days services as Juror iu the 
City of Jefferson at $2 per day, $62.

Jean Millet, for washing anil cleaning the 
St. Mary’s Market for February, 1870, 
twenty-eight days, at $1 50 per day, $42.

Jean Millet, for washing aud cleaning tlio 
St. Mary’s Market for January, thirty-ono 
days, at $1 50 per day, $46 50.

St. Vincent’s Home Asylum, for allowance 
for quarter ending September, 1868, $2)31.

St. Vincent’s Home Asylum, for allow
ance for quarter ending 'December, 1868, 
$231.

St. Vincent’s Home Asylum, for allow
ance for quarter ending'September, 1869,

St. Vincent's Home Asylum, for allow
ance for quarter ending December, 1869, 
$238.

William Maylie, commissions for collect
ing St. Mary Market dues, approved by Ad
ministrator of Commerce, $•» 49.

On accounts approved by tbe Mayor and 
Administrator ot Public Accounts, as duo 
the Girod fund.

All hills of supplies, merchandise, etc., 
upon pay rolls, duly approved, and uot in
cluded in the floating debt proper.

Mr. Shaw stated that some of these ac
counts he proposed should lie over till the 
next meeting, and some he should ask the 
Council to act upon to-niglit. He moved 
that the claim of J. G. Baum—$130—be 
paid.

Carried.
St. Vincent Asylum claims.
Ordered to be paid.
On the Girod fund item Mr. Sliaw called 

for the yeas and nays. He stated that tho 
city had borrowed from the Girod fund 
some sixty or seventy thousand dollars. It 
had acknowledged the debt several times, 
but had never had the money to pay it. Ho 
proposed to acknowledge it now, so as to 
issue certificates bearing 7-31) interest.

Mr. Bonzano remarked that there hail 
never been a report as to the correctness ot 
this claim.

Mr. Walton said lie could, perhaps, fur
nish all the information the Administrator 
wanted. lie happened to be Treasurer of 
the city under military administration. 
Tlie then Mayor placed the Girod funds, 
which he hail in his hands, in the City 
Treasury at seven pet1 cent interest, aud it 
hail never been withdrawn. He himself 
received the money, and an entry was 
made, stating tho conditions on which it 
was received. As the item, however, secured 
an appropriation of over five hundred dol
lars, he thought it best it should be read 
twice and laid over.

Mr. Shaw said it was not an appropria
tion, Tlie matter was very pressing and 
his object was simply to place tlie city’s re
cognition of tlie claim iu the hands of the 
Mayor as custodian of the fund. The suf
fering of some of tho persons interested— 
laborers aiul others—was very great. lie 
would move to add the Administrator of 
Finance to the Mayor as the committee to 
receive the certificates.

The Mayor thought there was some mis
understanding. Part of tlie city’s indebted
ness to the Girod fund belonged to the float
ing debt, and the remainder had to be paid in 
seven-thirty certificates. The Mayor of tho 
city of Orleans was ex-officio custodian of 
this fund. Mayor Crossman he believed it 
was, who, by skillful management, raised 
the fund from twenty-five thousand dollars 
to seventy or eighty thousand. Subsequent
ly, Mayor Monroe administered the fund,


