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C ity Hall, Nkw Orj fans, i 

O c to b e r  17, 1LI70. )

. A special meeting of the Council was liehl 
in accordance with the resolution offered b\ 
Mr. Shaw, to receive the report of tin* dele­
gation appointed by the Council to r< pre­
sent the city at the National Commercial 
Convention at Cincinnati.

Mayor Flanders called the Council to 
order tit 7 P. M., and presided over the 
meet in g.

There were present: Administrators ,1. it. 
West (Improvements), Alfred .Shaw (Ac­
counts), L. T. Delassize (Public Buildings;. 
H. Bonzano (Assessments), E. \Y. Pierce 
(Police), and J. S. Walton (Finance).

Report of the Cincinnati Delegation.
The delegates were received within the 

bar, and their cliaimuin, Mr. W. M. Har­
well, presented their report, as follows:
To the City Council of Sew Oi leans:

The undersigned, appointed by your hon­
orable body delegates on behalf of the city 
to the National Commercial Convention, 
which held its session at the city of Cincin­
nati from the fourth to the seventh of Oc­
tober, 1870, respectfully report:

That they mot a large and respectable 
assemblage of delegates, representing 
twenty-live States, and comprehending all 
the most important interests in the Union.

The object of the convention was to obtain 
concerted action in Congress in behalt ot 
certain’ measures of importance to the con­
stituency, and as an incidental, though use­
ful agency, the restoration of a social and 
business intercourse between the territory 
of every section of the Union. In pursuance 
of this object, the present title of the con­
vention was adopted unanimously, and witii 

• enthusiasm. The Louisiana delegation voted 
upon the reasoning that they were sincere 
in then* purpose to support the 1 nion, and 
that it would be inconsistent to solicit 
national aid and intersectionul intercourse, 
while maintaining a separate and sectional 
organization.

They are gratified to add that these declar­
ations were accepted in a spirit of cordial 
welcome by the whole convention, and 
manifested itself moreover in the most un­
equivocal manner, by the hospitalities of the 
citizens of Cincinnati, and the attentions of 
delegates from the mot e Northern and West­
ern States, as well as tlx* unanimous adop­
tion of resolutions recommending the re­
moval of political disabilities incurred during 
the late civil war. These amicable and con­
fidential relations were established, as they 
will be secured, by the reciprocal interests 
represented in the convention. It wastin' 
object of those who instituted those conven­
tions to array and interest those reciprocal 
interests aguinst those antagonistic political 
elements which divide and distract the 
country. There are many indications that 
the moderate and substantial interests of 
commerce, manufactures and agriculture 

* will reinstate the harmonies of the Union, 
and obliterate the sectional lines which 
once divided us.

To this state of harmony may be attribu­
ted the fact that every measure in which 
the State of L nisiana'and the city of New 
Orleans were interested, received the sanc­
tion of the convention in such form as the 
delegations united in asking. It will be 
proper to confine this report to measures of 
the character indicated.
R E M O V A L  e»F OBSTRUCTION'S AT T il l :  H o t  t i l  

O F T H E  M IS S IS 8 U T I.

A committee, appointed at a former ses­
sion, united with a committee appointed at 
the last session, and the two brought 
together much practical and scientific 
knowledge of the subject committed to them. 
This joint committee reported through their 
very intelligent chairman, Mr. Clinton IS. 
Fish, of St. Louis, the following resolutions :

Jicsohrd, That all obstructions to naviga­
tion at tbe mouth of the Mississippi liver 
shall be removed at the expense and under 
the direction of the government.

1. By a continued and conclusive experi­
ment to be made by dredging.

2. That the government of the United 
States should (if the same be found practica­
ble by a preliminary survey) open a ship 
canal on the left bank of the Mississippi 
river, below Fort St. Phillip, into the Gulf 
of Mexico i such canal to be constructed and 
maintained at national cost and adminis­
tered by national authority, to be adequate 
fb the wants of American commerce, free 
from any charge or impediment, and to con­
stitute a part of the national highway to the 
ocean.

Hcsolrrd, That a special committee, con­
sisting of one member from each of the fol­
lowing cities, to wit: New Orleans, Vii k~- 
burg, Memphis. Cairo, St. Louis. Keokuk, 
Dubuque, St. Paul, Louisville, Cincinnati, 
and Pittsburg, be appointed by the presi­
dent of this convention, whose duty it shall 
be to confer, with the government authori­
ties respecting the prosecution of the work 
of deeiieuing the channels of the river's 
mouth by the present agencies or other new 
appliances; the survey for a ship canal, and 
to awaken a general interest in this much- 
needed national work among the people of 
the Mississippi Valley.

The committee offered, a$ a part of their 
report, communications from Benjamin 
Buissnn, the venerable and respected engin­
eer of the State of Louisiana, and Captain 
C. W. Howell, an able officer of tbe engineer 
corps of the United States army, now in 
charge of the steamer Essayons.

These resolutions were unanimously 
adopted by the convention. It was not the 
intention of your delegates to interfere, 
with anv present or future means employed 
by the federal government 'to improve the 
navigation of this national highway. The 
resolutions, it will be observed, onh add to 
the means of performing this duty. The sug­
gestion of a canal connecting tbe Missis­
sippi, at a point near Fort St. Philip, with 
the Gulf of Mexico, near the Isle Breton, 
has received the sanction of science and of 
legislation. It lias been indorsed by resolu­
tions of the Louisiana Legislature, the 
nuqnorial of the Chamber of Commerce ot 
New Orleans, the surveys :in;l estimates of 
federal engineers made by order of Uoo- 

i gross. It has received the approval o.’ 
sue!  ̂ authorities as Buissnn. e\-State Engi­
neer of Louisiana, of Governor Ilohett and 
of R. Montaigne, and of William II. Chase, 
Major United States Engineers, and of 
many of the most eminent merchants of 
New Orleans, who have defrayed the ex­
pense of examining its merits. These con­
siderations justified the. deliberate inquiry 
whether this canal should be constructed at 
national expense, and maintained under 
national superintendence, free to all com­
merce of the Mississippi.
T O  A B O L ISH  A LL TO LL C H ARG ES ON THE

N A V IG A B L E  R IV E R S  O F  T1IE U N ITED
ST A T E S— W H A R F A G E  ON N A V IG A BLE R IV ER S.

These kindred propositions are intended 
to relieve river commerce of the burdens 
which now place that interest under such 
signal disadvantages with respect to tbe 
competition of railroads, built, in many 
instances, with the national aid, and sus­
tained bvthe capital and enterprise ot great 
cities. I’lie first proposition was introduced 
by the Board of Trade of Cincinnati, and 
was intended, no doubt, to open the Louis­
ville canal in free commerce. In this meas­
ure New Orleans is deeply interested.

The doctrine has been advanced that a 
municipal authority furnishing an easement 
enabling citizens of the United States to 
exercise their right of access to a navigable 
river, cau not rightfully collect more for the 
service than the cost (if making and main­
taining the easement. Hence, the excess of 
revenue is, in this case, illegally collected.

To this correct statement of the legal 
question of wharfage is added the vital 
competition existing between the railroad 
and river. It is probable that the Common 
Council of Cincinnati will reduce or remit, 
this tax altogether, in view of the rights and 
the public interests involved in its collec­
tion.

In regard to tho second proposition, the 
steamboat interest a t Cincinnati has gone a 
step further, and proposed to the city itself 
to remove a small mote which has impeded 
its vision. The wharfage charges collected 
on shipping at that port amount annually to

about $30,000; the expense. of keepin| the 
levee in repair dot's not exceed $o000 

It has collected $5,000,000 in tolls upon 
river commerce, and is thus estimated to 
haveextin,rinshed the principal and interest 
of its cost.° It would, therefore, he wise and 
j u s t  ill Congress to throw it open without 
Vluir* e. just xs tlx* l'cs Moines eiiuftl around__ ^ .just
the rapids of the Mi- Pus been. But
the resolution adopted by t lie convention 
embraced a more gtix- i’ s opr. and will be 
found to comprehend all to principal meas­
ures of improvement in v i i-li the city of 
New Orleans is intcresle.l. Tbe resolutions 
reported by Governor Stanurd. of St. Louis, 
are as follows:

!{rs»hed, That the free and unobstructed 
navigation of the rivers of the country is 
tlx* light of all its citizens, and is indispen­
sable to the cheap transportation of its pro 
duets and manufactures, and this conven­
tion earnestly urges upon Congress the 
enactment of sin h Saws :is will effectually 
prevent any individual or corporation from 
obstructing, hindering or delaying the navi­
gation of rivers, anti from appropriating 
any portion of them to their own private 
use, or for their exclusive, benefit.

The committee a;«o reported against the 
purchase at this time of the. Erie Canal, of 
New Voi k, by the general government.

Also, recommending Congress to appro­
priate $40,000 of the fund for the im­
provement of Tennessee river to that por­
tion of the river between Chattanooga and 
Knoxville.

Also, recommending to Congress an ap­
propriation for the removal of obstructions 
in Coosa river, G< orgia. and connecting 
that river with the headwaters ot the- ien- 
nessee.

Also, recommending to the favorable ren- 
siih ration of Congress the purchase ot the 
interest of the coni] any organized for tlit’ 
construction of a canal between the waters 
of Lake Michigan and x̂* Mississippi river, 
with, a v iew to the completion of the work.

Also, recommending an appropriation for 
the removal ot the Iff d river mlt, and other 
obstructions in that stream.

Also, recommending to Congress addi­
tional appropriations to Complete tin* im­
provements of Urn Mississippi river at Dos 
Moines and Bock island rapids; the com­
pletion of the Louisville and Portland 
Canal at the falls of I he < >hio. and the deep­
ening of the channel at the mouth of the 
Mississippi.

Also, appropriations for improvements in 
the Arkansas live., the Missouri liver, 
Upper Mississippi, Minnesota, 'leiiiicssee, 
Ohio and Illinois rivers.

The resolutions in regard to wharfage 
were as follows:

The charges on the tonnage of the West­
ern rivers by the d fferent municipalities, 
under the title of wharfage, are exorbitant, 
operating seriously upon commerce, her 
instance, the ch.ages of Cincinnati are nine 
cents: at the city of St. Louis, seven cents; 
at the city ot Mm; his. six cents, and at the 
cit v of New Orleans, ten cents per ton, on 
the carrying caput ' <>f every heat for the
privilege of touching at its public landing. 
And. in addition, n* arly every village of a 
few houses, although no improvements may 
have been made at its public landing, 
makes some charge for the same privilege.

So great is the aggregation of these 
charges that each boat pays, under tbe 
name of wharfage, from fifteen to twenty 
cents on every toil of freight sbe carries. 
Your committee would also state they be­
lli ve such a tonnage tax to be specially pro­
hibited by the tenth section of the first arti­
cle of the constitution of tbe United States, 
which prohibits any State, and thereby any 
city receiving its authority to tax, from im­
posing any tonnage tax.

Your eomiuir.ee Inl-evc, further, that 
what are. known is wharfs upon these riv­
ers partake as much of the character ot 
s,rests as wharfs, end in equity the expense 
of maintaining them should be borne by the 
city nud the boats equally. But finding, as 
we do, that the charges imposed are from 
five to ten times the amount actually neces­
sary to l.i ep the vli. - Is ill repair, we would 
most respectfully ask the various municipal­
ities to lcmove ties charge, or to reduce it 
to an equitable sum, and in the event of 
their failing or refusing to do so. that, under 
its constitutional power of legulating com­
merce between the different Mutes, Con­
gress he requested to pass such laws as will 
prohibit and protect against unreasonable 
charges.
l i m n :  of the i i.vurs tton  rut Missts-

811*1*1 RIVER.
It required no argument to convince the 

consumers of cotton and sugar that their 
interest would be promoted by increasing 
tho quantity of those staples produced in 
the valley of the Mississippi, nor wore 
Western tarmeis or manufacturers less 
quick to s* e the iucrcased demand for their 
commodities, which the importance of 
construction and cultivation would create. 
The resolutions with follow were reported 
with the approval of the delegate from 
Louisiana upon the Levee Committee:

\Y,hi:rkvs, the, reclamation lroui overflow 
of tlx* alluvial land lying upon the Missis­
sippi river and its tributaries, in the States 
of Louisiana. Aikausas, Mississippi. Ten­
nessee and M isso u ri, is a work of tho first 
importance to tie entire nation, and will 
greatlv increa**** the public wealth and 
establish tLc national credit; and

Whereas, Tiie experience oi' the past de­
monstrates that tins ceil not be accom­
plished through s -plicate State action; there­
fore, be it

Hrsolred, By this convention, that national 
aid should ” be liberally and promptly 
afforded to this enterprise, and such laws 
enacted bv Congress, consistent with tbe 
lights ot tin* States, as will plane the whole 
Mississippi levee system under one con­
trol

It is proper to state that, while tho con­
vention was of opinion that the control of 
the whole work should be entrusted toaome 
regular ami perm meat authority, it did not 
intend thereby to be understood as indors­
ing any particular administration of that 
duty. The resolutions recommend national 
aid t<> a proper construction of tlx*. ,vork, as 
u measure of national importance.

. SO U T H E R N  PA C IFIC  R M I.U O A Il.

The competition which has been for so 
many years going on among the several 
cities of St. Louis, Memphis, Vicksburg and 
New Orleans, f r the location ot the South­
ern Pacific Railroad, seems to have been 
compromised ou the principle that the l oad 
snail be constructed with national aid, from 
a port on the Pacific Ocean, perhaps San 
Diego, crossing, at K1 Paso, ill Texas, ami 
upon, or near, the thirty-second parallel of 
north latitude, to some point as nearly equi­
distant as possible from each of the four cities 
named. From this p*<iut each of these cities 
will have the same federal appropriations per 
mile, with the s.uuo grant of public lauds, 
win n within tho national domain, with an 
equal right of connection and use. of tho 
main truuk line to the Pacific. It is plain 
that under this arrangement New Orleans 
will have facilities of connecting with tho 
Pacific Trunk li.i.lroad by way of Shrove 
port, or of Houston. The passage of a bill 
mi the basis of this principle was said to 
have been defeated at the last session of 
Congress by some unimportant impediments, 
which will yield before the weight of the 
great interests concentrated in its favor. 
The resolutions adopted by the convention 
were understood to have met the approval 
of the entire Louisiana delegation. They 
were as follows:

litxolved, That the construction of a rail­
way from the Mississippi river to the Pacific 
ocean near the thirty-second parallel, upon 
the lino  indicated lay the Legislatures ol' 
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California, 
and substantially indorsed l»v the Southern 
Commercial Conventions held at New Or­
leans, Memphis and Louisville, and more 
recently by the State of Texas, which shad 
be so constructed .vs to connect by branches 
terminating at Memphis, Vicksburg and 
New Orleans, with the railway system of 
the Gulf States, and at the same time secure 
to all connecting roads equal reciprocal ad­
vantages in the transmission of freight and 
passengers from the point of intersection 
with the main trunk line to tho Pacific 
coast, is a national work of the highest im 
portance, necessary to tho restoration of tho 
commerce of tho South, tending to har­
monize the different sectionspf tho country, 
and promote the development of its material 
wealth, and it is therefore eminently en­
titled, upon every consideration of expedi­
ency and public justioe, to the same aid from 
the general govorrir-ent which has been so 
inuniiicicutly e xtended to the Central and 
Northern Pacific railways.
D IE E C T  A N D  R EC U 'K O C A L T R A D E  W ITH  B R A ZIL

A N D  O T IIE B  SO U T H  A M E R IC A N  C O U N TR IES.

It is particularly gratifying that _ this 
measure originated from tne Upper Missis­
sippi, and was sustained by tbe entire West

and North. The immense growth of tho 
West, and Ihe rapid development of its ag­
riculture and manufactures, demands a 
larger market than even that afforded by 
the Southern States. It is, then, natural 
that statesmen and merchants should in­
quire for a market bcyoiul that which is 
limited by the present commercial bounds 
of the republic. Tbe committee on this 
subject reported tbe following resolution:

Hestt'rcd, That, the great importance, ot 
tlx* prop ■ : of encouraging and building up 
rceipri i a! trade between tho United Mutes 
and Itriizil and other Smith American 
States, den.ands the careful consideration 
of Congress, and to the end that tho advan- 
tam s to accrue therefrom to our country
1, :a v lx. more fully impressed upon the na­
tional legislature, the lion, peter Clark, 
of New York, Hon. James E. Fletcher, of 
Missouri, and W. M. Burvvell. ol New Oi­
lcan.-, are hereby authorized to prepare a 
memorial on the subject, tor presentation 
to Congress at its next session.

It is thus made the duty of a- permanent 
committee on the subject to sit during tbe 
recess of the convention and to impress this 
important subject upon the attention ot 
Congress. As a summary of tho policy pro 
posed, it may bo stated: E The review of the 
treaties of commerce between tho United 
State.-- and the American States, uud Euro­
pean powers which govern tho American 
colonies to the south of the United Slates.
2. Tin* establishment of postal steam sen ieo 
by national subvention from Southern. Gulf 
and Atlantic ports to the principal ports in 
Europe and America. 3. The adoption ot 
an American continental policy, which will 
enable the people ot the United States to 
participate on terms of reciprocity in tho 
commerce of those continental couutrtcs, 
the integrity of whose, government the 
United States now guarantees.

In this connection it may he mentioned 
that a .iu>t discontent was manifested 
toward tlx Spanish government, which, in­
debted to the strict neutrality of tho United 
States for the continued possession of Cuba, 
has imposed an additional and excessive tax 
upon the introduction of American products. 
Tho political relations between the United 
States and Spain would seem to demand 
some relaxation, on the part ot tlx* latter, ot 
the selfish and suspicious policy which be­
longed to an earlier era of commerce.

The delegation might here close its re­
port, but they could not feel relieved from 
the duty confided to them did they not call 
your attention to another class of measures, 
which, though in themselves perfertlv 
proper, must yet militate against, the inter­
ests of tlu* city of New Orleans. While, 
therefore.it would not have been just or 
honorable to make, opposition to those 
measures iu a convention assembled for 
equal justice to all, it is yet perfectly right 
that the city of NewdOrleans should adopt 
a competitive policy calculated to insure 
for her citizens an equal participation iu the 
common i onuneree.

'1 here cau certainly be no impropriety if 
the scouts come in and warn ihiw* iu com­
mand that a movement is going on which 
may involve injury to the cause. Some of 
the measures referred to are as itdlows:

Obsl rue' ions to navigation by narrow .-.pan 
bridges.

Continuous water line between the Mis­
sissippi river and the Atlantic seaboard.

The enlargement of the more important 
lines of canal in the United States, so as to 
make, them navigable for vessels propelled 
bv steam.

That all railway viaducts over navigable 
rivers be made highways for railroad com­
panies which will pav them pro rata toll on 
the same, and that • rforts be made to secure 
legislation to that effect.

Improvement of soacoast harbors.
Ample railroad facilities from the. Ohio 

river to the central South.
Capital and science, which have everywhere 

wrought, such wonderful changes iu the map 
of commerce, have produced important 
modifications iu the geographical position 
of New Orleans. Once the Balize was the 
only outlet for the coinmorct of the empire 
drained by the Mississippi. Now, this com­
merce is unequally divided with tho NS. 
Law tx ice river; tlx* Grand Canada Trunk 
Railroad, with its Portland terminus; the 
New Y ork and Erie Cauai ; the Erie 
Railroad; the N w York Central Bailroad; 
the Pennsylvania Central Bailroad; the 
Pennsylvania Canal; tho Baltimore and 
Ohio Bailroad; the Memphis and Norfolk 
Kailroad; the Memphis and Charleston Kail- 
road.

These lines are engaged in an active com­
petition among themselves, and this makes a 
combined competition against tlio Missis­
sippi outlet. By these lines tlx* provisions 
destined for consumption in the Eastern 
.States are carried directly across the gteat 
rivers of the Mississippi and Ohio. Indeed, 
the power of railroad transportation is so 
far developed that the cities of New York 
and Chicago complain of the ilirect carriage 
of provisions to the consumers of New 
England and other Atlantic States, while 
the same tendency is manifested to conduct 
the provision trade between Western cities 
and the. interior of Alabama, Mississippi and 
Georgia.

To impress upon your mind the formidable 
character of that competition, it may be 
mentioned that more than six million 
tons have been last year earned, 
by artificial ways, across the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, and the territory which 
lies between the interior and the At­
lantic. The foreign and domestic vaities 
imported into tho West by these direct lint's 
is immense. The foreign imports into the 
United States for tlio year ending first July, 
ISOS), was $392,413,57o. Of this there was 
imported direct into New Orleans less than 
$11,000,000. Her coastwise imports may bo 
safely stated at $30,000,000 more. Thus t here 
was more than three hundred and seventy- 
five millions of value imported into other 
ports than New (Orleans. A very large pro­
portion, then, of these imported values must 
iiavo been received at the Eastern Atlantic 
p<*i ts, and sent by rail and canal directly into 
tho Western interior.

Again, we have another indication of tho 
limited value of Western produce, which 
now seeks a market for export from the 
mouth of tho Mississippi. Among the prin­
cipal exports of Western produce, from New 
Orleans during the year ending September, 
1879, were as follows: Flour,228.879 barrels, 
of which 100,102 went to Cuba: corn, 132,- 
227 bushels; wheat, 417,214; tobacco, 14,062 
hogsheads.

tv.ish examples show how Small a portion 
of the great products of the West liud au 
outlet to tho European markets by the port 
of New Orleans, and how vast are the 
values imported and exported, which now 
cross over our mighty rivers and tbe lofty 
mountains, once*, deemed an impassable bar­
rier to all direct commerce.

It is not for your delegates at this mo­
ment to do more than remind your honora­
ble body of tlio vast crevasse by which a 
trade once deemed tho inevitable property 
of New Orleans, is now rushing to the East­
er i Atlantic outporte. Such a paper might 
well emanate from a department or com­
mittee of your honorable body, as a measure 
of counsel and co-operation with tho mer­
chants and property-holders of Ihe city. 
We'may say, in conclusion, that tho situa­
tion only imposes upon New Orleans the 
duty of adopting all the. means of modern 
commercial progress, and applying to her 
own relief tho very inventions which have 
airested her advance in population and 
wealth.

With appropriate expressions o'" respect, 
for the confidence implied in their selection 
and appointment by your honorable body, 
tbe undersigned, on behalf of tiio delegates 
from the city of New Orleans to tho National 
Commercial Convention at Cincinnati, re­
spectfully subscribe themselves.

WILLIAM M. BURWKLL
D. C. LABATT,
K. C. HANCOCK.
JAMES KERB, JK
MARION A. BAKER
L. J. IIIGBY.

Air Harwell said tho Council would per­
ceive that tiio report was divided between 
subjects which tho city of New Orleans was 
directly interested in promoting, and those 
which it was her interest to counteract by a 
proper policy. The question of levee dues 
vzas attracting the most serious attention. 
Both Mr. Emley, Andministrator of Com- 
roerae, and himself had been called upon to 
address a public meeting on the subject. It 
was urged that thero was no more reason 
why about should pay heavy tonnage dues 
t | r  tying up to a wharf than a 
horse and cart should pay a heavy 
tax for tying up to » post. Excessive levee 
dues were driving commerce from the rivers 
and carrying it to the railroads. When he

eaw that- magnificent bridge which was be­
ing constructed across thd Ohio riv er, at a 
cost of so many millions of dollars, be felt 
that the time was not far distant when tlu* 
railroad traveler would cross tho broadest 
river without having to look up from his 
newspaper, and when people would say: 
“If wo have rivers to transport the com­
merce of the country, and ran not use them 
without these heavy charges, let us build 
more railroads, and if the river conu s in 
tlu: way of the railroad, why not stop 
tlu* river V  The people of New < * 
leans were deeply interested in this 
question, and it was well for tlu* Ooi to il, 
who were the guardians of the commerce ol 
the city, to look tho subject in the face. 
The ad valorem tax on a first-class Missis­
sippi boat wa* six per cent of her cost. 
Take any one of these boats, and it was 
not run at less than three and a half per 
cent l’or mere river dues. lie had known 
cases where boats would not even rounil-to 
at Memphis, because tho business was not 
enough to pay tlu* tolls. People paid taxes 
iu cities, but for those (axes they had pub­
lic schools, the protection of the police, and 
all the comforts of government. Commerce, 
on the other baud, was required to pay 
taxes simply for tiio privilege of traveling 
on the rivers, vliieh were God’s highway*. 
The city of Mobile had taken off these river 
charges, au<l pointed with pride to the large 
produce business that she was doing iu con­
sequence.

Tho Mayor asked if there was any com­
plaint made by any one with regard to the 
wharfage charges of New Orleans.

Mr. Burwell said there was. It was stated 
that one steamboat firm alone paid annually 
in this way a sum of money which lie would 
not repeat, because ho thought it incredible. 
The principal complaint, however, was as 
to tlio charges made by the smaller towns.

Mr. Shaw moved that the remarks ot Mr. 
Burwell as well ns the report of the dele­
gates be printed in tho proceedings of the 
Council, and he offered the following resolu­
tion:

/I’fsolrtd, That the thanks of this Council 
are tendered to tho delegates who have re­
presented the city of New Orleans in the 
National Commercial Convention, recently 
held iu Cincinnati, for tlu* able and satisfac­
tory manner in which they have performed 
their duties.

Unanimously adopted.
15y General West:
W h e r e a s , Since the h i s t  session of this 

Council tlu* death of General Robert E. 
Lee lias been announced; and

Whereas, The people of New Orleans, al­
most without distinction, propose by public 
meeting to-morrow evening, to pay a tribute 
of respect to his memory; be it

Uestdred, That the City Council testify 
it* respect to this general public sentiment, 
and its applet iation of the eminence of 
Robert E. Lee as a soldier, and of his virtues 
as a man, by postponing its regular meeting 
of to-morrow evening.

Unanimously adopted.
The Council theu adjourned subject to 

call.
H CONQUEST CLARKE.

Secretary.

An actor, and a popular performer, has 
just received a severe, lessen ill B o sto n . 
Hr. Fetcher, the manager of the Globe, 
came before the curtain and said: "l. id ie s
and g'*ntlcnic;i, Mr. — has onl y just, this 
moment arrived at tlx* theatre, and. tarn 
ashamed to say, in such a condition that 1 
cau not permit him to appear lie fore you. 
Mr.——, if you will kindly allow it. will 
read the part.” The taring actor, it is 
stated, was summarily discharged. This 
may seem hard, but is it not also hard that 
the evening's entertainment of an expect­
ant crowd should be spoiled by tlu* in d is ­
cretion of the player 1

In New York, this season, a great many 
huge dancing classes are being formed by 
.voting ladies ami gentlemen in fashionable 
social eireles, which are to meet at the houses 
of tho different members. The rules are to 
bo strictly enforced. Gentlemen are to wear 
frock coat.--: the ladies plain dresses, short <>r 
long, as they please. Refreshments to con­
sist only of cakes and lemonade; one musi | 
cian at the piano, for which the gentlemen 
are to pay, and they are to come at eight 
axil go home at eleven.

A prominent merchant of Cincinnati, who 
took loo much Catawba in his oysters at the 
commercial banquet, observed to his next 
neighbor, a New Orleans cotton broker,

Now. isn't this splendid ■ Un’t it < norm on s ! 
But it pays, sir, it pays. There’s at b ;vst 
five hundred people in town. They stay 
five days. They drop fifty dollars apiece 
behind them. That’s twenty-five thousand 
dollars. Eh! Well, this here thing—grand 
as it is—didu’t cost but forty-two hundred.

O F F I C I A L .

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Passed at Hie Second Session of llic 
Forty-first Congress.

[P ublic—No. 1G4.J
AX ACT to reduce internal taxes, and lor 

other purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of j 

Representatives of the United States of j 
America in Congress assembled. That j 
on and after the first day of May, eighteen j 
hundred and sc\enfy-orie, tho special taxes | 
imposed by the s i\cuty-nintli section of 
tlu* act entitled “An act to provide in­
terna! revenue to support tlu* govern­
ment, to pax interest on the public 
debt, and for other purposes,” approved 
June thirty, eighteen hundred and sixty 
four, as amended by section nine of the in­
ternal revenue act approved July thirteen, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and as 
amended by section two of the internal 
revenue act approved March two eighteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, be and the same 
are hereby rcjioaled: but this act shall not 
lie liebl to repeal or in any way title; t the 
special tux on brewers imposed by said sc< - 
t ion, ortho special taxes imposed by the 
act approved July twenty, eighteen hun­
dred and si xt - l ight, entitled "An net im­
posing f:i m s i n distilled spirits and tobacco, 
and for other purposes,” or the acts amenda­
tory thereof.

Sec. 2. And l ic it  further enact d. That 
on and after the tb st day of < letober, eight- j 
een hundred and seventy, the several taxes 
on sales imposed by the internal revenue 
laws now in force, saving aud excepting 
such taxes oil sales as are by existing law 
paid by stain] -. and the taxes on s lies of 
leaf tobaci o. manufactured tobacco, snuff, 
cigars, foreign uud domestic distilled spirits, 
and wines, imposed by said not, approved 
July twenty, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
eight, and acts amendatory thereof, bo, anil 
tin* same are In ruby, repealed.

S e c . 3. And be i t  further enacted, That 
on and after the first day ot <letober, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, the taxes 
imposed by the internal revenue laws, now 
in force, herein .specified, l>e. and the same 
are hereby, repealed, namely: ou are ides in 
schedule A; the special tax on boats, barges, 
and flats; on legacies and successions; on 
passports; and ou gross receipts.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That 
on and after the first, day of October, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, tin* stamp 
tax imposed iu schedule 1> on promissory 
notes for a less sum than one hundred 
dollars, and on receipts lor any sum of 
money, or for the payment of any debt, 
and the stamp tax imposed in schedule (’, 
oil canned and preserved fish, be, and the 
same sire hereby, r> pealed. And no stamp 
shall Is* required upon the transfer or as­
signment of a mortgage, wln-re it or the in­
strument it secures lias been once duly 
stamped. And the proprietor or proprietors 
of articles named in said schedule U. who 
shall furnish his or their own die or design 
for stamps to bo used espt cially for his or 
their own proprietary articles, shall lie 
allowed the following commissions, namely: 
Ou amounts purchased at one time of not 
less than fifty dollars nor more than live 
hundred dollars, ten ]x*r centum on tin* 
whole amount purchased : Provided, That 
lucifer or friction mutches, and cigar lights, 
and wax tapers, may be removed from the 
place of manufacture for ax port to a foreign 
couufrv without payment of tax, or affixing 
stamps thereto, under such rules and regu­
lations as tin Commissioner of Inter­
nal Revenue may prescribe; and all pro­
visions of existing laws inconsistent here­
with are hereby repealed.

Nut*. •». And be it, further enacted. That 
sei thin one hundred and fifty-eight ol the j 

ntitlcd "An act to provide internal ri

REPUBLICAN PLATFOKiM.

The Republican State Convention of Ixm- 
isiuna, which assembled in the city of New 
Orleans on the eighth of August, 1870, 
adopted the following declaration of prin­
ciples :

1. That we indorse the principles of the 
national Republican party asset forth in 
tho Chicago platform of 1868, and in the 
adoption of the fifteenth constitutional 
amendment and laws to inl'orce the same.

2. That we adhere to the principles of 
equal rights to all mankind, whether at tho 
baliot box, in tho public schools or in the 
pursuit of business, without distinction of 
caste, race or nationality; and we pledge 
ourselves to the enactment and enforcement 
ol laws to carry out this principle.

3. That no government is republican un­
less its citizens cau exercise tho free right 
of suffrage, jcd we pledge the whole 
strength of the Republican party of this 
State to aid the executive officers in scour­
ing to every voter his inalienable right to 
cast iris ballot at the polls lor such candi­
dates as he may select.

4. That manhood and not money makes 
the true citizen ; that the poor man should 
bo protected equally with the wealthy, and, 
therefore, we pledgo ourselves to tlio' enact­
ment of a liberal homestead exemption law.

5. That wo are a party of law and order, 
and as sflcli will use our earnest endeavors 
to carry out. tho literal intent of tho con­
stitution of 1868, and laws enacted there­
under; that the constitutionality of any 
law can only be questioned before tlio 
courts, and that till good citizens must obey 
tlio provisions of every law until declared 
null by the highest, judicial tribunal.

6. That as the party of progress, we en­
courage internal improvements, the expan­
sion of our commerce, the full development 
of our material resources, and the imme­
diate rebuilding of the levees.

7. That special legislation too often tends 
to encourage corruption and to subvert, 
good government, and wo pledge ourselves 
to nso our best endeavors to check and 
ultimately abolish it.

8. That we w ill sustain and support the 
President of tlio United States, the Gover­
nor of this State, anil all of their subordin­
ate officers, in all eff orts they may make to 
protoot the lives, property and liberty of 
our citizens, in an honest and economical 
administration of the affairs of government, 
and in the maintenance and enforcement of 
the great political principles of Republican­
ism as declared in our party platforms.

9. That we beartii.v approve of the action 
of our Senators aud Representatives in Con­
gress in the efforts they are putting forth to 
obtain national aid for the rebuilding of thu 
levees, aud the construction of railroads, 
and tlio opening of our harbors, and that we 
pledge them our support in dmilar labors in 
the future.

10. That we invite all citizens who believe 
in the elevation of mankind, in the princi­
ples of universal liberty, equality and jus­
tice, in tho suppression of lawlessness and 
crime, and the enforcement of law and or­
der, in au economical administration of gov­
ernment, iu tho elevation of honest and 
capable men to office, to join with us in 
making our State prosperous and happy un­
der such principles.

11. That we pledge the support of the 
Republican party ot the State to the nomi­
nees of this convention, and will use all 
honorable means to seauro their election.

• If i ( lililicu zvil iin iu jiiu'. .'tv tin*, iiiiu i > • - ,
enue to support the government, to pay iu- j 
terest on the public debt, and l’or other pur­
poses," approved Join* thirty, eighteen hun­
dred and sixty four. amended by section , 
nine of the internal revenue aet, approved j 
July thirteen, eighteen hundred and sixty- ! 
six, be, and is hereby, amended by striking ! 
out the words “fifty dollars” iu the second 
proviso, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: “double the amount of tax re­
maining unpaid, but in no cu.-e Jess than 
live dollars;” also, by striking out tbe words 
••sixty-six” in the third proviso, tynd insert­
ing in lie f thereof the words “seventy-one;” 
also, by striking out the words •sixty- 
seven" in the last proviso, and inserting in­
serting in lieu thereof the words "seventy- 
t wo.”

Nec. 6. And lie it further < nacted. That 
there shall lie levied and collected annual­
ly, as hereinafter provided, lor the years 
eighteen hundred and seventy and eighteen 
hundred and seventy-one, and uo longer, a 
tax of two and one-half per centum upon 
tho gains, profits and income of every per­
son residing in the United States, aud ot 
every citizen of the United States residing 
abroad, derived from any soure * whatever, 
whether within or without the United 
States, except as hereafter provided, aud a 
like tax annually upon tlio guuis, profits 
and income derived from any business, 
trade or profession carried on in the United 
States by any person residing without the 
United States, and not a citizen thereof, or 
from rents of real estate within the United 
States owned by any person residing with­
out the United Slates, and not a citizen 
thereof.

Sf.o. 7. And bo it further enacted. That 
in estimating the gains, profits, and income 
of any person, there shall be included all 
income derived from any kind of property, 
rents, interest received or acorut'd upon all 
note's, bonds, and mortgages, or other forms 
of indebtedness bearing interest, whether 
paid or not, if good and collectable, interest 
upon notes, bonds, or other securities of the 
United States; and tho amount of all pre­
mium on gold and coupons; tho gains, 
profits, aud income of any business, pro- 
fession, trade, employment, office, or voca­
tion; including any amount received as 
salary or pay lor services iu tho civil, mili­
tary, naval, or other service of the I nited 
St all's, or :ts senator, representative or dele­
gate in Congress; except that portion there­
of from which, under authority of acts of 
Congress previous hereto, a tax of five per 
centum shall have been withheld; the share 
of any person <«f the gains and profits, 
whether divided or not, of all companies or 
partnerships, but not. including tho amount 
received from any corporations whose 
officers, as authorized by law, wi^ihold and 
pay as taxes a per centum of the dividends 
made, and of interest or coupons paid by 
such corporations; profits realized within 
the year from sales of real estate purchased 
within two years previous to the year for 
which income is estimated; the amount of 
sales of live stock, sugar, wool, butter, 
cheese, pork, beef, mutton or other meats, 
hay and grain, fruits, vegetables, or other 
productions, being the growth or produce of 
the estate of such person, but not including 
any part thereof consumed directly by the 
family; and all other gains, profits and in­
come drawn from any source whatever, but 
not including the rental value of the home­
stead used or occupied by any person, or by 
his family.

Nec. <8. And be it further enacted, That 
military or n .®il pensions allowed to any 
person unit t the laws of the United States, 
and the sum of two thousand dollars of the 
gains, profits and income of auy person, 
shall ho exempt from said income tax, in 
the manner hereinafter provided. Only 
one deduction of two thousand dollars shall 
be made from tho aggregate income of all 
tlio members of any family composed of out* 
or botii parents and one or more minor 
children, or of husband and wife; but when 
a wife lias by law a separate income, be­
yond tho control of ln r husband, aud is liv­
ing separate and apart lrom him. such de­
duction shall then be made from her income, 
gains and profits; and guardians and trus- 
Uh s shall be allowed to make the deduction 
iu favor of each w ard or beneficiary except 
that in case of two or more wards or beuiv 
firiarics comprised in one family, having 
joint property interest, only one deduction 
shall be made in their favor. I* or the pur­
pose of allowing said deduction from the in­
come of any religious or social community 
holding all tlieir property and tho income 
therefrom jointly and in common, each five 
of tho persons composing such society, and 
any remaining fractional number ot such 
persons less than five over snob groups of 
five, shall be held to constitute a family, 
and a deduction of two thousand dollars 
shall be allowed for each of said families. 
Any taxes on the incomes, gains and profits 
of such societies now due and unpaid, shall 
be assessed and collected according to this 
provision, except that tho deduction shall bo

only one thousand dollars for any year prior 
to eighteen hundred and seventy.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, Tlint
in addition to tho exemptions provided m 
tho preceding section, there shall be de­
ducted from the gains, profits and income 
of any person nil national, State, county 
and municipal taxes paid by l*un within the 
year, whether such person lie owner, tenant 
or mortgager; all his losses actually sus­
tained during the year arising lrom til t s, 
floods, shipwreck, or incurred iri trade, and 
debts ascertained to be worthless, but ex­
cluding all estimated depreciation ol values; 
the amount of interest paid during the year, 
and the amount paid for rent or labor to 
cultivate, land, er to conduct any other busi­
ness from which income is derived: the 
amount paid for the rent ot the house or 
promises occupied as a residence for himself 
or liis family, and the amount paid out tor 
usual aud ordinary repairs. No deduct.on 
shall be made for any amount paid out tor 
new buildings, permanent improvements, 
or betterments made to increase the value 
of any property or estate.

Sei . J<>. Amt be it further enacted. 
That the tax  hereinbefore provided 
shall be ass< -sed upon the gains, 
profits, aud income for the, year t ail­
ing on the thirty-first day of December next
preceding the time for levying and collect­
ing said tax. and shall tie levied on the first 
day of March, eighteen hundred and seven­
ty-one and eighteen hundred and seventy- 
two, and be line and payable on nr belore 
tbe thirtieth day of April iu each of said 
years. And in addition to any um en- 
nualh due and unpaid after the thirtieth 
day of April, and for ten days alter not ice 
and demand thereof by the collector, there 
shall lie levied and collected, as a penalty, 
the sum of five per eeufuin on the amount 
unpaid, and interest, on said amount at the 
rate of one >>er centum pert h nth from the 
time, the same be'emie duo, except from the 
estates of deceased, insane, er insolvent 
persons.

Nkc. II. And be it further enacted. That 
it shall be the duty of every person of law­
ful age, whose gross income during the pre­
ceding year exceeded two thousand dol­
lars, to make and render a ret uni ou or be­
fore the day designated by law, to the 
assistant assessor of tbe district in which be 
resides, of the gross amount of hi.s income, 
gains, and profits as aforesaid: but not iu- 
eluding the amount received from any 
corporation whose officers, as authorized 
by law, withhold and pay as taxes a 
]n r centum of the dividends made and of 
the interest or coupons paid by such corpo­
ration. nor that portion of the salary or pay 
received for services in the civil, military, 
naval, or other service of the United Stab s. 
i#r as senator, representative or delegate in 
Congress, from which tax has been deducted, 
nor the wages of minor children not re- 
ccivi and every guardian and trustee, ex 
editor or administrator, and any person 
acting in auy other fiduciary capacity , or as 
resident agent l’or, or copartner of, any non­
resident alien. deriving income, gains and 
profits from any business, trade or profes­
sion carried on in the United Mates, or f rom 
rents of real estate situated therein, shall 
make and render a return as a ton said to the 
assistant assessor of the district in which he. 
resides of the. amount of income, gains and 
profits of any minor or person for whom he 
acts. The assistant assessor shall require 
eveYy such return to be verified by the oath 
of the party rendering it, and may increase 
the amount of any return, after notice to 
such party, if he lias reason to believe that 
the same in understated. Incase any per­
son ha\ ing a gross income as above, of two 
thousand dollars or more, shall neglect or 
refuse to make and render such return, or 
shall render a false or fraudulent n turn, 
the assi ssor or assist,nit asei ssorshai! make 
such return, according to the best informti- 
tiou he can obtain by the examination of said 
person, or of his books or accounts, orliy auy 
other evidence, and shall add, a* a penalty, 
to the amount of the tax due thereon, lit ty­
per eeufuin iu all cases of wil/ful neglect or 
refusal to make and render a return, anil 
one hundred p. r centom in all cases of a 
false or fraudub at return having been ren­
dered. Tlu*. tax and the addition thereto as 
penalty shall be assessed and collected in 
the manner provided for in eases of wil/ful 
neglect or refusal to render a return, or of 
rendering a false or fraudulent return. But 
no penalty shall be assessed upon any per­
son for such ne.gh et or refusal, or for mak­
ing or rendering a false or fraudulent re­
turn, except alter reasonable notice of the 
time aud place of hearing, to be regulated 
by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
so as to give the person charged an oppor­
tunity to be heard; provided, that no col­
lector, deputy collector, assessor, or assist­
ant assessor shall permit to be published in 
any manner such income returns, or any 
part thereof, except such general statistics, 
uot specifying the names ef individuals or 
firms, as he may make public, under such 
rules and regulations as the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue shall prescribe.

Seg. 12. And be it further enacted. That 
when the return of any person is increased 
by the assistant assessor, such person may 
exhibit his books and accounts, and be per­
mitted to prove and declare, under oath, 
the amount of iui'omo liable to be assseeed; 
but such oath and evidence ahull not lie con­
clusive of the facts, and no deductions 
claimed in such cases shall be allowed until 
approved by tlu* assistant assessor. Any 
person may appeal from the decision of the 
assistant assessor, in^fctich coses, to the 
assessor of tho district, and his decision 
thereon, unless reversed by tho Commission­
er of Internal Revenue, shall be final. Tbe 
form, time, aud manner of proci'eding* shall 
bo subject to regulations to be prescribed 
by tbe Commissioner of Internal Revenue.

Sec. 13. And be it further enac ted, That 
any ;>erson, iu his own behalf, or as such 
fiduciary or agent, shall bo permitted to 
declare, under oath, that he, or his ward, 
beneficiary, or principal, was not possessed 
of an income of two thousand dollars, liable 
to be assessed according to the provisions of 
this act; or may declare that mi income 
tax has been assessed and paid elsewhere 
in the same year, unfit r authority 
of the United States, upon his income, 
gains, and profits, or those of his ward, 
beneficiary, or principal, as required by law; 
and if the assistant assessor shall be satis 
tied of tho truth of the declaration, sueli per 
sou shall theremion l>e. exempt, from income 
tax in the said district.

Nec. 14. Ami be it further enacted. That 
consuls of foreign governments who are not 
citizens of the United Staton shall W exempt 
from any income tax imposed by tins act 
which ma.\ l«i derived from their official 
emoluments, or from property in foreign 
countries: Provided, That the governments 
which such consuls may represent shall ex­
tend similar exemption to consuls of tho 
United States.

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That 
there shall be Ie\ ied ami collected for and 
during tho year eighteen hundred and sev­
enty one a tax of two and one-luvlf per 
centum on tho amount of all interest or 
coupons paid on bonds or other evidences of 
debt issued and payable, in one er more 
veal's after date, by any of the corporations 
in this Mictioii hereinafter enumerated, and 
on the amount of all dividends of earnings, 
income, or gains hereafter declared, by any 
bank, trust company, savings institution, 
insurance company, railroad company, canal 
company, turnpike company, canal nav­
igation company, and slack-water 
company, whenever and wherever 
the same shad Im payable, and 
to whatsoever person the same may be duo, 
including non-residents, whether citizens 01- 
aliens, and on all undivided profits of any 
such corporation which liavc accrued and 
been earned and added to any surplus, con­
tingent, or other fund, and fcverv Btich cor­
poration having paid the tax as aforesaid, 
is hereby authorized to deduct and with 
hold from any payment on account of in­
terest. coupons and dividends an amount 
equal to the tax of two and one-half per 
eeutum on the same; and the payment to 
tho United States, as prox-ideil by law, of 
the amount of tax so deducted from the in­
terest, coupons and rtix-idonda aforesaid, 
shall discharge the corporation from any 
liability for that amount of said interest, 
coupons or dividends, claimed as duo to any 
person, except in cases where said corpora­
tions have provided otherwise by au express 
contract; Provided, 1 hat the tax npou the 
dividends of insurance companion shall not 
be deemed duo until such dividends are pay­
able, either in tnouey or otherwise; atid 
that the money returned by mutual insur­
ance companies to their polioy-holderH, and 
the annual or semi-annual interest allowed 
or paid to the depositors in savings banks 
or savings institutions, shall not be consid­
ered as dividends; and that when any divi­
dend is made, or interest as aforesaid is 
paid, which _ includes any part ot* the sur­
plus or contingent fund of auy corporation

which has been assessed and the tax paid 
thereon, or which includes any part ol the 
dividends, interest, or coupons ra-eived. 
from other corporations whoso officers are 
authorized bv law to withhold a per centum 
on the same, the amount ol tax so pain oil 
that portion of the surplus or contingent 
fund, and the amount of tax which nos 
been withheld find paid on dividends, m 
terest, or coupons so received, may be U< 
ducted lrom the lux on such dividend ot

And be it further enacted. That 
every person having the care or manage­
ment, of any corporation liable to be taxed 
under the lust preceding section, shall piake 
and render to the assessor or assistant asses­
sor of the district in which such person has 
|,is ettico for conducting the business ol such 
corporation, ou or before the tenth day ol 
the month following that in which any divi­
dends or sums of tnouey become due or 
parable as aforesaid, a true and complete 
return, in such form as the Commissioner ot 
Internal Revenue may prescribe, ot the 
amount of income and profits aud of taxes 
as aforesaid; and there shall be
annexed thereto a declaration ot
the president. . odder, or treasurer of 
the corporation, under oath, that the same 
contains a true anil complete account ot tho 
income and profits and of taxes as afore- 
eaiil. And for any default in the making or 
rendering of such return, with such .declara­
tion annexed, ihe corporation so iu default 
shall forfeit, as tv penalty, the sum ot one 
thousand dollars; ami in ease of any default, 
in making or rendering said return, or o 
anv delimit in the payment of the tax as 
required, or of anv pan thereof, the assess 
men! and collection of the tax and penalty 
shall i>< iu accordance with the. general pro- 
\ Isio n s  of law iu other eases of neglect ami 
refusul. , ,

Sir. )7. And bo it further enacted. That 
suctions one hundred and twenty, one hun­
dred and twenty-one, nna hundred and 
t went v-two, and one hiindr<*d and. twenty 
three of the avt of June thirty, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-ioiu%, entitled **An aet 
to provide internal revenue to support the 
govt rnujent, to pay interest, on the public 
debt, and for other purposes,” as amended 
by Uie net of July thirteen, eighteen hun­
dred and sixty-six, and the act ot March 
two, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, 
shall be construed to impose the taxes 
rlieii iii mentioned to the first day ol August, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, but after 
that date no further taxes shall be levied 
or assessed under said sections :
and all acts and parts of acts relating to tho 
tu xes herein repealed, and that all the p»o- 
\ isions of said nets shall continue iu full 
force for levying and collecting all taxes 
pi ooerly assessed or liable to Be assessed, 
or accruing under tlu* provisions of former 
nets, or drawbacks, the right to which has 
already accrued or which may hereafter 
accrue' under said acts, and for maintaining 
and continuing liens, tines, penalties, anil 
forfeitures incurred under and by virtue 
thereof. Ami this aet shall not be construed 
to affect any aet done, right accrued, or 
penally incurred under former acta, but 
every such right is hereby saved. And for 
carrying out and completing all proceedings 
which have been already commenced or that 
niav be commenced to enforce such fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, or crimiual pro­
ceedings under said acts, and for the pun­
ishment of crimes of which any party shall 
be or has been found guilty.

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted. That 
the President is hereby authorized to 
annex to. and unite with each other, two or 
more adjoining collection districts, when­
ever iu ids opinion it will reduce the ex­
penses of collecting the internal revenue, 
without impairing the efficiency of the ser 
vice; and thereupon shall retain but one 
collector end one assessor for sueb en­
larged district. And the President is also 
authorized to consolidate in like manner, at 
ids discretion, any two or more adjoining 
supervisors’ districts, amj to retain or ap­
point one supervisor for such consolidated 
district.

NEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That 
as soon as practicable after the passage of 
this net the number of assistant assessors 
employed shall be permanently reduced by 
the discharge of all officers of that class who 
are assigned specially to the assessment of 
any taxes which shall have been abolished 
by law; and the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue shall be required further to reduce 
the number of assistant assessors in pro­
portion to any reduction of tho service of 
assessment w hich has been made, or may 
hereafter be made, by the repeal of any 
portion of the internal taxes.

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That, 
section sixty-seven of an act approved July 
thirteen, eighteen hundred and sixty-six. 
entitled "An aet to reduce internal taxa­
tion, and to amend an aet entitled ‘An act 
to provide internal revenue to support tin 
government, to pay interest on the public 
debt, and for other purposes,’ approved 
June thirty, eighteen hundred anil sixty- 
four,” be amended by inserting after tin 
w ords “that in any ease civil or criminal.' 
the words “at law or iu equity;” also, by 
inserting after tho words “if tho suit were 
commenced in tho court below by sum 
mens,” tho words following: “subpoena, pe 
tition. or by any other form of action except 
tis hereinafter provided;” also, by inserting 
after the words “or if it were commenced 
by capias,” the words following: “or by any 
similar form of proceeding by which a per­
sonal arrest is ordered,”

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted. That 
after the thirty-first day oflDeceinhtu*, eight­
een hniidn<d and seventy, in lion of of the* 
duties now imposed by law on the articles 
hereinafter enumerated or provided for im­
ported from foreign countries, there shall be 
levied, collected and paid the following du­
ties and rates of duties, that is to say;

On teas of all kimls. fit teen cents {>cr 
pound.

Ou coffee of all kinds, three cents per 
pound.

Ou cacao, or cocoa, two cents per pound.
On ooooa leaves or shells, one cent per 

pound.
On ground or prepared cacao, or cocoa, 

five cents per pound; aud on chocolate, 6eveu 
cent* per pound.

On all molasses, five cents per gallon.
On tank-bottom sirup of sugar-cane juice, 

meladu, concentrated melada, and concern 
t rated molasses, one and one-half cents per 
pound.

On all raw or muscovado sugar not above 
number seven, Dutch standard in color, one 
and three-quarter cents per pound.

On all raw or muscovado sugar above 
number seven, Dutch standard in color, and 
on till other sugars not above number ten. 
Dutch standard in color, two cents per 
pound.

On all other sugars above number ten 
Dutch standard in color, anil not above 
number thirteen. Dutch standard in color, 
two Hold ouo quarter cent/* per pound.

On all other sugars abovo number thi-- 
t. en. Dutch standard in color, aud not abovo 
number sixteen, Dutch standard in color, 
two and three-quarter cents per pound. ’

Ou fill other sugars above number six­
teen, Dutch standard in color, and not 
above number twenty, Dutch standard in 
color, three and one-quarter cents per 
pound. '

On all sugars above number twenty 
Dutch standard in color, and on all refined 
oak lump, crushed, powdered and grann- 

bit'sl sugar, four cents per pound; provided, 
i niit the. Secretary ol the Treasury, ehaJI 
by regulations, prescribe and require that 
samples shall bo taken by inspectors from 
the hogshead, box, or other package in 
such ti manner as to represent a truo average, 
m the contents of the package, and from a 
sufficient number of packages of the same 
mark in each and every invoice, so that tbs 
eumi.Uv. ,,n which the classification is made 
shall be a fair average in quality of the 
sug .r imported undor that mark, and tbe 
(i.i^sihcation shall be adjudged on tho entire 
mi. rk accordingly; and tho weights of sugar 
imported in casks or boxes shall bo marked 
distinctly by the customhouse weigher bv 
scoring Hie figures indelibly on each packivre* 
piovided, that all syrup of sugar, syrnp'of 
sugar-cane juice, melada, concentrated 
melada, or concentrated molasses, entered 
nni.ur tho nuiuo ot iqoI&sama Ahull lv* 
feited to the United 810(0^ ^  b° f°r' 

On all wmos imported contain-
mg not more than twenty-tlTo per centum
f i t  ?1, aad y,alui‘tl “t uot exceeding 
forty cents per gallon, twenty-five cents nor 
gallon; valued at ever forty cents, and noi 
over one dollar per gallon, sixty ^ u ts  n ^  
gallon; valued at over one dollar por gallon 
ono dollar per gallon, and in addiri™

Oa wines oi all kinds, imported is bottles 
and not otherwise herein provided for’ 
the same rate per gallon as r a n  imports 
Ih casks, but all bottles containing one anart 
oriuatkan one quart,and moretiutn^


