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DEBATES OK THE SENATE.

T u k siia v , February 7, lS7i. 
INVESTIGATION OF THE CASK OF JOHN A.

< HKKVKHH AM) I?. BKAEVAI 
Mr. llunsaker, having introduced a jo in t 

resolution calling for the appointm ent of a 
committee to  investigate the case of John 
A. Cheovers, D istrict Attorney, and K. 
Beauvais, Judge of the Fourth Judicial 
D istrict of lmnisiana, said: I f  there a te  no 
objections I will move th a t this resolution 
be adopted a t once. I would suggest that the 
committee to he appointed should be com­
posed of men learned in the law in order 
th a t they nSly understand w hether or not 
these men have violated the ir oihoial oaths. 
I have been urged to this course by the 
constituents whom I have the honor to rep- 
peat on this floor. I desire to have a fair 
investigation of this m atter. I ask tor a 
suspension of the rules in order tiiat the 
Senate mav act upon this resolution.

Mr. Smith: 1 object to a suspension nt the 
rules for the purpose of acting upon this 
resolution, and I will state my reasons lor 
doing so.

The President called the Senator to order, 
the  resolution not being betore tin* Senate.

Mr. Smith: The resolution ;s false upon its 
verv face.

Mr. II un side or: The gentleman (Mr.
Smith) has used unparliamentary language 
to me, and 1 toil him now that I will hold 
Lim responsible for that language. ^

The resolution laid over under toe t a n .
COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS.

Mr. O 'H ara moved to reconsider the vote 
bv which the resolution offered by Senator 
f in c h  back relative to the appointment of 
two additional members on tlie Committee 
on Elections was passed.

Mr. 1 ’incliback rose to make the point of 
order th a t the object for which the resolu­
tion was passed was consummated, ami 
therefore the motion to reconsider i ame too 
late.

The Chair decided the point not well
taken.

Mr. Pinchbaek: I would iike to he in -
lonued why the Senator (M i. O 'H aia) con­
siders it necessary that this resolution 
should be reconsidered. i might vote tor a 
reconsideration myself if 1 was shown some 
good reason for doing so. I do not think it 
r igh t and proper tha t we should proceed to 
th e  reconsideration of a resolution which 
was adopted hv a deliberate vote of the 
Senate sinless some good reason is assigned 
for it.

Mr. O 'H ara: 1 have a reason, and a good
one. too. for asking the Senate to reconsider 
its action upon this resolution. Several 
Senators who voted yesterday in the a f­
firm ative requested me this morning to move 
fo r a reconsideration of the vote by which 
i t  was passed. The reason 1 voted for the 
resolution yesterday was because 1 hoped 
to  force the Committee on Elections to make 
a  report to the Senate. I have been assured 
th is morning tlpit if the Senate will let them 
alone, they will bring in a report within two 
or three days. My only desire is that they 
shall make a  report. I care not w hether 
the committee is composed of three or five 
o r ten Senators. I w ant the question set­
tled  a t once w hether the gentlemen whoso 
scats were contested here have or have not 
a  right to the places they occupy. If tliAv 
are  entitled to a seat on this floor, I want 
them  to he comirincd in tha t right. If they 
are holding the ir seats improperly*. I want 
the  contestants to lie seated in their stead.

The order of the day was here called for. 
and postponed tw enty minutes.

Mr. O’H a ra : There is another reason 
which prompts me to make this motion to 
reconsider. We commenced this tight in 
the  commencement of this session, and 
there was no Senator win) took a more stead ­
fast stand on the side I espoused than my­
self. I have seen tho uselessness of it. The 
question of the election by the Senate of it* 
standing committees has involved tho State 
into a large amount of debt from the delay 
th a t has been occasioned to our legislation.
I  do not wish to a ttribu te  this deplorable 
fact to the efforts of any particular Senator: 
bu t it is plainly evident tha t we would have 
done a great deal more legislation if we had 
adhered to the old rules. This session has 
already extended almost to the constitu­
tional limit, and I do not w ant to see the 
valuable time of the Senate spent in a use­
less tight between two factions. It does not 
benefit one single Senator on this floor: it 
does not benefit their constituencies: it 
benefits no one. I want to see this ques­
tion settled a t once, in order th a t we may 
proceed with our legislation. Every day 
there is some new resolution offered ; some 
new firebrand throw n info the combustible 
elem ents which compose these factions; 
some effort made to stir up old quarrels 
again, and I ::m heartily  tired of it.

Mr. Smith: The' gentlem an from Terre­
bonne is very inconsistent in the remarks 
be has ju s t made. He says tha t he want s 
th is question settled so tha t wo can go on 
w ith our legislation, and se.-ms to regret 
th a t any old quarrels should be raked up 
again. W hy does he want this m atter o f ail 
increase in the members of the election com­
m ittee raked up again’ I do not see any 
sufficient cause for the reconsideration of 
this resolution, which lias b o  n adopted by 
an  almost overwhelming vote of the Senate, 
and  I. therefore, move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. Lost.

The question then recurred o u tlie  recon­
sideration of the vote by which tho resolu­
tion was carried, on which the previous ques- 
tion was called by Senator Campbell.

The vote was reconsidered.
Mr. Campbell tlien moved to lay tie* i. so­

lution on the table.
Mr. Pinchback called for an executive 

session.
After the opening of the d the motion 

Of Mr. Campbell was carried.
Mr. F ish inquired whether oi not tho S.-n- 

ators wlio had been appointed under the 
original resolution had acquired such vested 
lights a* it would be unconstitutional to di­
vest them of.

The President: The question is asked too 
la te. If it had been asked at the proper 
time, the Chair would have answered it in 
the  negative. It is in the power of any Sen­
a to r who voted with the majority to move a 
reconsideration of tho vote on any question 
w ithin two days after its original passage. 
This resolution was passed yesterday, and 
the  motion to reconsider is, consequently, 
in time. I t is customary to move the recon­
sideration of any measure, no m atter 
w hether it calls for the appointment of a 
Committee or not. It has also lieeii the cus­
tom  to i hangs tho num ber of Senato'rs on 
•om m ittees ad libitum* So far as the ap­
pointm ent of committees is concerned, the 
Chair cares nothing for it. I certainly felt 
the  indignity throw n a t me in the 'com ­
mencem ent of this session, from a quarter 
from  which 1 did not expect it: hut 1 will 
enforce the rules which the .Senate has 
adopted to the best of my ability.

Mr. Campbell: I rise to call the Chair to 
order. The members o f the Senate, in tho 
exercise of their sovereign power, chose, at 
the  beginiiingof the present session, to retain  
to  themselves a prerogative the exercise of 
which some Senates have conferred upon 
the  presiding officer, and other Senates have 
used themselves. The Chair has « haracter- 
ized th a t action of the Senate as ail indignity 
to  himself. I .do hot think tha t rem ark 
should be allowed to pass by without pro­
test. I desire to state on behalf of the ma­
jority . that it was not their intention to 
throw any indignity o:i the Chair in the 
resum ption of a prerogative which the S n­
a tc h e d  hitherto enufened upon the presi­
dent.

n o t.ic e  . u n i t  s.

The net •• reorganizing the poii. . juries of 
th is State, making the parish judge.* mem­
ber.*, and [lerforin the duties of presidents 
thereof, prescribing the num ber thereol and 
the  mode of election, and fixing their duties 
and  compensation, and making clerk.* of i he 
d istric t courts in each parish clerk* <>i the 
police juries, and providing how their com­
pensation shall he fixed," having been 
called up—

Mr. W hitney said: I am of tin* opinion 
th a t tha t part of the act which makes par­
ish judges ex-ollieio presidents of the police

of three. I shall either insist upon th a t 
amendment or I shall insist upon the excep­
tion of the parish of St. Landry from the 
operation of this hill- Three ju rors  would 
certainly he too small a num ber for a large 
parish like that. The m ajority of them 
might not live w ithin forty miles of the 
courthouse. Three men could hardly he 
found in the parish who would bo willing to 
assume all the responsibilities of police 
ju rors and to bear alone tin* abuse tha t is 
generally heaped upon them. I think that 
rive would he a bettor num ber than three. 
Add to those five the parish judge, who 
would be the president ex-officio of the 
police ju ry , and it would boa  verv respecta­
ble body.

Mr. Lynch: I have very great respect for 
the Senator from St. Landry, and it lie is a 
specimen of the police jurors of hi* parish, 
1 think 1 would he satisfied with a ju ry  
composed of one man if I resided there. 
Hut 1 think th a t a law of this kind should 
he general in its operation, as was aptly re­
marked by the distinguished Senator from 
Ouachita a lew days ago ill reference to 
another bill. I have no doubf th a t the 
parish of St. Landry will be well attended 
to by a police*jury composed ol three men.

Mr. Ray: I would suggest that as the 
parish of St. Landry is one of the largest 
parishes in the State, in point of population, 
outside of the parish ol Orleans, and as the 
Senator from that parish prefers to have the 
police ju ry  composed of five men instead of 
three, we might make an exception in its 
favor. 1 hope, however, th a t this bill will 
he made general, as far as possible.

Mr. Whitney: I think tho parish of Tensas 
should have live police ju rors instead of 
three, aud 1 offer that as an amendment.

Mr. O’Hara: 1 think tha t Terrebonne is a 
very large parish, and the people would be 
better satisfied, 1 think, with rive police 
ju rors than with three. I therefore propose 
tha t it he excepted from the operation of 
this bill.

Mr. Jenks: The parish which I have the 
honor to represent is a very large parish, 
and 1 think it should also lie excepted from 
the operation of this bill.

Mr. Smith: 1 believe that I represent one 
of the largest parishes outside of ’lie parish 
of Orleans, and 1 would like to have it ex ­
cepted also.

Mr. Anderson: There seems to bi-|muny ob­
jections to this hill, and I think it would ho 
well to have it recommitted to the judiciary 
committee, and then let the different Sena­
tors go before the committee, and suggest 
those am endments which would he agreea­
ble to them. 1 therefore move that the bill 
lie recommitted.

Mr. Kay: I hope the gentleman will w ith­
draw the motion before a vote is taken upon 
it. We can easily ascertain the opinion of 
the Senate, by a direct vote on the question, 
as to whether the police juries should be 
composed of three or five members.

Mr. Anderson: I insist upon my motion to 
recommit tlie bill, because I am certain that 
it will not pass as it now stands.

Mr. K ay: This bill, in my opinion, i* a 
very important one and of very general in ­
terest to the people of the State. I can not 
see how any good can result from the re­
committal of the bill to the judiciary commit­
tee, in order to ascertain whether five or three 
would lx* the best num ber of jurors to com­
pose tho police juries. The committee would 
not lie able to judge on that point a* well as 
the Senate. The be*t way to ascertain 
w hether three or tivo would lie the best 
number would lie to put it to a direct vote 
of the Semite.

Mr. Anderson: There are other objections 
to this bill besides the objection I have 
mentioned in reference to tin* num ber of 
jurors. As the bill now stands I can not 
vote for it. and that is tin* reason I make 
this motion to recommit it. Another great 
objection to the hill is it makes the parish 
judge ex-offit in president of the jury. While 
1 adm it that the parish judge would he a 
very proper man for the position, yet I 
think he has too much to do in his judicial 
capacity to allow him to di*charge properly 
tho duties incumbent upon the president 
of tho police jury . It would he better to 
have the president elected by tho members 
from among themselves. Another objection 
1 have is tha t the comjieusation is fixed at 
only two dollars a day. No man living 
forty or fifty miles from the parish court­
house would lie willing to travel all that 
distance for the paltry  sum of two dollars 
ad a y . I have not read the hill very c are­
fully, and it may cimtain other objection­
able features. I think it should ho referred 
again to the judiciary committee, in order 
tha t they may prepare another hill which 
will be more acceptable to the Senate than 
this. The money which is expended by the 
police juries doe* not come out of the treas­
ury of the State: it is exclusively a parish 
matt “i . The per diem of the im*inh.*i * and 
the expenses of public improvements are 
paid by the parish, and  it i* therefore a 
m atter of great interest to the people. I in­
sist upon my motion to recommit the bill.

Mr* Lynch suggested th a t the Senate 
should go into a committee of the whole and 
amend t he bill a t once.

Mr. Anderson said that it could not he 
properly amended in tha t wav.

Mr. Kay moved to lay tin* motion to re­
commit on tin* table. Not carried.

Mr. Ray: The object of the motion to tw  
eoinniit * his bill, as stated  by the Senator, 
is to have it defeated altogether. I suppose 
that is his object, because no question has 
been raised w hich would render it necessary 
for the committco to investigate the sub­
ject again, and make an iimended report 
upon it. I am satisfied that if the Senator 
will examine this hill thoroughly, he w ill 
find tha t it meets his views precisely. In 
matters of detail it can easily he amended 
by t he Senate. 11 the compensation allowed 
to the jurors is not sufficient, we (an  easily 
raise it, and if the number o f juror.* to each 
police ju ry  is not enough we cin  easily in ­
crease the number. The committee cannot 
decide those questions satisfactorily to the 
Senate. A* to the question whether or not 
the parish judge shall lie ex-officio presi­
dent of the police jury , tha t u  a question 
which is open to the discussion of tin* Sen­
ate. The question now is, whether the 
Senate shall, without any discussion oil the 
m atte r at all. recommit the hill to flu* judi­
ciary committee. I f  tha t motion is adopted 
it will have the effect of killing this meas­
ure for this session. I believe that this 
subject is one of great public importance.
I have lived in this State for a great num­
ber of years, and I am perfectly satisfied 
tha t some change is needed 
sent system of organizing police pines. 
Under the system proposed by this hill the 
expenses ot each parish would he greatly in­
creased. Where the parishesare divided up 
into wards, it becomes a m atter of little im ­
pel tanro who aro elected mouthers of tho 
police jury, and generally persons are 
selected who are not of much importance 
in tho parish. The consequence is that the 
business of the police juries is very loosely 
condiii ted. The object of this bill is to got 
the best men of each parish on tlie police 
juries, which will save tbe parish a great 
expense. In my opinion, there is no hill 
before this Legislature of more public im ­
portance than this one. It may ho defect 
ive in some particulars, hut in the main if 
is correi t. It docs not apply to the par­
ishes ol Orleans and Jefferson on account 
ot their peculiar organization, hut it is an 
important m atter to the otlior parishes of 
the State. I hope the Senate will not con­
sent to the recommittal of the hill.

Mr. W hitney hoped the hill would lie re ­
committed. Ill* did not think it proper to
concentrate in three men aud a president 
the powers which poh.e juries generally 
possessed.

Mr. Anderson: My object is not to be
feat the hill, hut to make it acceptable to 
tin* members of* the Senate and to the 
people whom they represent. 1 tun satisfied 
that it is not so as it stands at present. 
W ith all due deference to the legal opinion 
o f the distinguished Senator from Ouachita.
I must express my opinion that the hill

State. I will vote for the bill; but-as it now 
stands, I am not in favor o f it.

Mr. R ay: In reference to the constitution­
ality  of th a t section of the bill which per­
m its the parish judge to act as president of 
the police jury, the Supreme Court has de­
cided tha t he is entirely competent to do so. 
lie  is com petent to hold any other office ex ­
cept that e f judge of the Supreme Court or 
judge of the d is tr ic t court. The Supreme 
Court has held tha t a man could not he a 
clerk of two courts, hut th a t parish judges 
could hold two offices a t the same time. It 
is perfectly proper for tho Legislature to as­
sign to the parish judge, as one of his du­
ties. the rigid to preside over the police ju ry  
of his parish, and  even to make him 
a member o f it. Therefore, so far 
as th a t objection is concerned, it does 
nut affect tlio constitutionality of the hill at 
all: and there would be no necessity for 
striking out th a t particular section unless it 
was the opinion of the Senate that the par­
ish judge would not lie the proper party  to 
preside over the police ju ry . In my opinion, 
in* is the most proper party  for that position, 
because lit* is elected directly by the people, 
and is generally well acquainted with tFit* 
parish. By having ail officer of the police 
ju ry  located a t the parish seat, all the irre­
gularities which result from the action of 
police juries generally will lie avoided.

Mr. llunsakcr: I agree with the legal 
opinion expressed by the Senator from 
Ouachita, tha t parish judges are not in ­
cluded in the officers who are prohibited 
from receiving the fees and emolument* of 
two offices at tin* same time. I also coincide 
in his opinion that the parish judge is a very 
im portant acquisition to tin* police jury, be­
cause he comes nearer to representing the 
people of his parish than almost anybody 
else in it. The parish judges are generally 
intelligent men. and will make good mem­
bers of the police juries. It is necessary 
for the* police ju ry  to have some recognized 
head, in order to give them some force and 
character.

Mr. Anderson: I notice tha t no one but 
myself has touched upon that section of the 
hill which prescribes the qualifications of 
members ol the police ju ry . My rem arks 
upon that subject seem to lie unanswerable. 
I do not believe anyhow tha t the Legisla­
ture can assign any duties to parish judges 
other than those provided for in the con­
stitution. 1 renew my motion to recommit 
the hill to the judiciary committee. I 'a r ­

il: m >N ' I N I )m l ' K O V I . M  t  NT O l  l i V V O I  

C O K N I K .

Tin* hill providing for the improvement ! 
of the navigation of bayous d'Arhonue and 
Comic having been taken up—

Mr. F'utch said: I move that this hill he !
considered as engrossed. F or the infoniiii- ! 
lion ot S-uatot s who are not acquainted I 
with tlie location of these two streams. 1 
will make a few remarks' in explanation of : 
the hill. Bayous d'Arbonne and Cornie are * 

I ill the northern part of the State. Bayou 
d'Arhonue heads somewhere in the puri*b J 

t of Claiborne, I believe, and bayou Cornie 
; in Union county. Arkansas. They form a ; 
; junction in the parish ot Union by the 
i Cornie em ptying into the d’Arboune. F rom 
j the point of junction, the d'At houne rims 
I through two parishes and empties into the j 
j Ouachita river a few miles above Trenton. ! 

There are no inland streams in the State of 
more importance than these two, because 
they run through a large section of counti v. 
and probably no other inland stream 
in flu* State needs improvement a* 
much as they do. I have introduced 
this measure at the earnest request of tin- 
people of that section. It is not introduced 
for the purpose of speculation, or for the 
purpose of boasting that we have at last 
received an appropriation from the General 
Assembly to assist in the development of 
tha t section of country: hut because it i* a 
m atter of great interest and importance to 
a 1 ,^'ge section of the State. These streams 
are navigable for steamboat*, amt steam ­
boat* have navigated them for many year*, 
although tlm navigation ha* been very diffi­
cult. Bayou d'Arhonue is soffit ij-ntl v wide 
alld deep for the Ita\igation of steamboat* 
as large, perhaps, a* those which mu igaie 
the Ouachita river: hut ii is cxtrcmelv

heard distinctly enough by  the reporter to 
enable him  to give a verbatim  report of 
them. The following is the best synopsis 
th a t can Ik* given]:

Mr. Todd: I propose to know something 
about these bayous th a t are being discussed 
now, and if  I am not much mistaken Sen­
ator Ray’s railroad runs almost parallel to 
one of them. Tills bayou tha t he speaks of 
as being so large and navigable, has 
a dam across it, and a sawmill 
and probably has not enough water in it six, 
months in the year to ruu tha t mill. That 
is about forty miles from where the railroad 
of Senator Kav crosses the river; so th a t 
the people would not have to haul their 
cottonwerv far. Then, Senator F'utch has 
got a railroad in Concordia th a t crosses 
both these bayous above the head o f'n av i­
gation. l ’eople in th a t country never have 
to haul their cotton very far. In  fact, 
there is very little cotton raised there. The 
Senator talks about that being a great cot­
ton country, but a glance a t the statistics 
w ill sh^w th a t it raises a small amount of 
cotton m comparison w ith other sections of 
the State. Some of the farmer* there make 
five or ten hales of cotton yearly, and 
they can easily haul tha t much to the town 
of Monroe for shipment. It can not be 
called a cotton growing country. The peo­
ple there raise wheat, aud rice, a,nl corn 
mostly. They are farmers, simply, and 
raise nearly everything they require for 
home use. I oppose this hill because I be­
lieve the amount asked for is more than the 
cotton raised in that country in the next ten 
vetrrs will he worth. I now move to post­
pone the further consideration of this bill 
lor one wee!;.

Mr. Ray: 1 am surprised it the errors
made by the Senator from Jefferson, in the 
few rem arks that he lias made. 1 have 
lived in that section of the State twenty-six 
years, and am acquainted with nearly ever*, 
part of it. Many of the statem ents of the 
Senator are unreliable, to my personal 
knowledge. In the first place, there is no 
w ater mill at all on tin* bayou d'Arbonnc, 
and there n ev .r was one.

Mr. Todd: There was one opposite
Vienna during the war. when you and 1 
were in the Uontedei.ii y. [Laughter.]

Mr. Ray: There was an attem pt made at 
out; time to build one. but. to my certain 
knowledge, tie* project was abandoned. That 
was the only effort that was ever made to 
put up a water-mill on tha t stream. There 
is a mill opposite Vienna, but it is not run 
by water power, it i* run by steam. In re-
!/;i n 1 to the assert iiHI ol tie* Senator, that j
li;m lly any cotton wouhl (•nine down tin*,*.- I
navoiis if th ev wen • iiupro veil. I will remark j
that th ive-fourt It* ot tho cotton raised in |
tiiat part of the Stst o wouh 1 come down those j
t wo bayou* if they won* made navigable. 1
'The railru.il Is whti •h tho Senator refer* to 1
have, unfortunately, not been built yet. 
nope that both the railroad in which 1 hav* 
an interest, and the one in which Senat^i 
F'utch i* interested, will be built somethin 
in the future : hut I do not think that tliesi 
people should he deprix ed of the use of these 
two bayou* simply because there is a pros 
pert that these t w o m ill 
If they rn-e built, they would run a long 
distance from these two bayous. The rail- 

i road in w hich I am interested will not run 
I closer than eight miles to [Bayou d'Arbonne 
| at the nearest point, and the further you go 
I up the further off irjwill he. They do not 
j run parallel to each other by a long ways.
: I tLin!* this i- a .-'•lion* m atter to the peo- 
j pie ot that section. They have a right to 

expect that some appropriation should he 
| made to aid them in increasing their fo- 
! cilities of getting their produce to 
; a market. The Bayou d'Arhonue is 
| navigable for nearly six months in the year.
| (never less than foura. ch-at up to tho mouth 

of Bayou Cornie. and for two or three

the State, I have no objection th a t the parish 
of Jefferson shall also he supplied with 
cnginehouscs.

Tho committee recommended th a t tho bill 
do not pass—yeas 57; nays 9.

The bill fiir the ‘relief of P ro tector F'ire 
Company, of Jefferson parish, being before 
tint com mittee—

Mr. Carr, of Do Soto: I would like to 
know* how much tint he desires to levy on 
tho people of this State I 

Mr. (Surstkamp, o f Jefferson: I will
answ er th a t question. The gentlem an very 
well knows tha t in 1870 I mvself opposed 
the annexation of the F’ifth D istrict to New 
Orleans, but they would consolidate Jeffer­
son City w ith New Orleans; and you put on 
such heavy taxes tha t the people up there 
ran  not support their fire companies. You 
m ade au appropriation for the F'ire D epart­
m ent, and they never got a cent of it. By 
consolidation you raised the taxes so high 
th a t they can not support if, anil they have 
to apply to the State. I move tha t the hill 
be recommended for adoption.

Mr. Bryan, of Calcasieu: It seehis to me 
tha t to ask for an appropriation of this kind 
is positively aud absolutely absurd. If one 
eorporatiou should get aid of this kind, so 
should another. I am interested in a little 
town way hack near tin* line between Texas 
and Louisiana, and 1 contend tha t I have 
just as much t ight to a*k for State aid to 
organize a tire company, buy an engine and 
build a house for it as this company has. If 
this city of Jefferson is so heavily taxed, as 
tho gentlem an says, through it* being 
joined to this city, tha t they can not bear 
it, they ought to call upon the corporation 
of New* Orleans for help, and not upon the 
State.

Mr. Lynch, of Iberville : 1 think it is very 
improper, very unwise, and very inexpedi­
ent for this House to g ran t aid in the m an­
ner in which this aid is sought. If they 
want to buy a steam engine, anil if they 
have organized a fire company, and they 
want to make it more effective, and better 
aide to give assistance in saving life, and 
property. I t them apply to the city of New 
Orleans, of which they are a component 
part. At any rate they had no tire 
work in the City of Jefferson. The fir** 
companies there are more for ornam ent 
than use. They make a magnificent show 
on tin* fourth of March, when the tire com­
panies turn our. hut I don't think they have 
ever rendered much service. On that 
ground 1 am totally opposed to giving them 
State aid. It is a had precedent.

Mr. Burch, of East Baton Rouge: If I
understand this hill, it asks aid for a tile 
company in Jefferson parish. That fire 
company ought tu b e  entitled to the bene­
fits of the Foremen's Association. But if the 
gentlemen will recollect, the appropriation 
to the Foremen's Benevolent Association was 

1 1 in,oh* prior to the annexation of this parish 
ot Jefferson to New Orleans, i bis fire com­
pany lias applied to this association, and 
the association refused to give them aid on 
the score tha t the appropriation was made 
before they were brought into the ju risd ic ­
tion of the city. They have no means but 

now* they come to the 
isk for Mr. Milton
m m uch. 1 lift if  it was
f. Jam es In* wouldn't say 

i so. I don't think tha t this is such an ex 
j m ilitant appropriation, 
i it tliev come To This

ids w ill he built, j this to obtain aid: 
Ilegislature, and . 
Morris says if is ti 
for his i hurcli in >

n o unt i l .*  in  tin* v *•; 11 i t  IS IK< * l.;able for a lung
. i : stance above t l i n t  p o i n t . Th. - amount asked |
t o r  in the bill voill n o t  h o  «• n o t tgli to have all !
Th• • iii i i'*sai y \v o i k  i l o i i o : h i it it is a* much j
;iS tin- M a t e  Oil 11 u p p r o p !  i:i t o a t  ] l l e * i ’ l l t  iu j
Tl: a t  d i r e c t i o n . a i i o p o  i l l * • s.- nate "'ill tlass :
th i- bill. I

Tlie quest ion t h e n  r o o m r o d o n  t h o  m o t i o n
ot Senator Tini*ii t o  p o s t p o j iotllio i v o o n s i d o r a -  ,
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This is a

DEBATES OF TIIK HOI

it benefit to tho
1 ask tha:t this
the Police .fury

To be paid into
make it on a<

[juries, is unconstitutional. Article No. 117 
|o f  the constitution says: “ No person shall 
hold or exercise, a t tho same time, more 
[ban  one office o f tru s t or profit, except that 
jl  ju s tice  of the peace or notary public.'’

Mr. Anderson: I move to strike out the 
_Vord “ three,’- in line sixteen, and insert in 

<ieu the reo f the word “ five," thereby m ak­
in g  the num ber of police ju rors five instead

unconstitutional as it reads at pre: 
the first place, it provides tha t tin* parish 
judge shall lie president ex officio of tie* 
police jury. I consider tha t sei tion in d i­
rect contravention of article one hundred 
and seventeen of the constitution. Another 
.section of the  lull provides that no person 
shall In* eligible to the office ol police 
ju ro r unless lie shall h a te  hem  a 
resident of the parish for two conaecntive 
.tears previous to the election. Tie* consti­
tution provides th a t ten days residence in 
the parish shall he sufficient, if the party  
has been long enough in the State. I think 
also th a t tho compensation is too small, and 
th a t the num ber of members of the police 
juries should be increased. I think th a t 
three is too small a num ber to govern a 
large parish, to tax  the people and to d is­
pose of the ir money as they please. I f  these 
objectionable features can be amended so 
th a t they will satisfy tuo people of the

way of the boat*. It is fur the purpose of 
cleaning out and opening these .streams. le- 
moving the tim ber from the hanks, and. 
wherever it can lie done, making cut-offs a: 
the short bend*, th a t this appropii*tion i* 
asked for. At some places a cut-off of a 
few yards w ill lie sufficient. 1 am not cer­
tain  th a t we can do much with the small 
am ount asked for in thi* bill, lint the work 
tha t it will do will i» 
people ot tha t section. 1 
am ount be hand 'd over t- 
of Union parish, as I desire 
the hands of men who will make 
far a.* possible. I am quite sure that the; 1 
will do everything possible to make this 
appropriation a* profitable as possible. The 
work is to ho done right there, near th e ir :  
homes, where they can constantly attend  to ' 
it. We have in tha t parish now. and 1 hope i 
will continue to have in the future, a police I 
ju ry  which is not only holiest, but indus­
trious.

Mr. Todd: They must he Democrats, it 
they an* honest. [Laughter.]

Mr. F'utch: No. there is not a Democrat 
on tin* jury. I hope there will he no serious 
objection to this hill. It is asking a very 
small am ount from the State for the benefit 
of a large portion ol the population. We 
all know tha t the people of tha t section do 
not get their fair proportion of the advan­
tages and benefits of the expenditure of 
tin* public money. They pay liberally for 
the improvement of other sections of the 
State, aud they do so willingly and prom pt­
ly. We have very few tax suits in that 
country; the people pay their debts. 1 do 
not ask tlie General Assembly to pass this 
measure as a lavoi to those people, but I 
ask it in the name of justice and im partial­
ity. If there is no objection, 1 would like 
to have the hill considered as engrossed.

Mr. Kay : I rise to second the motion of 
th:*. Senator from Union (Mr. F'uteli). that 
tins bill lie considered as engrossed. A* I 
live ill tha t section ol tin* State, and.a* one 
of these bayou* (d'Arbonne) passes through 
in v parish, a few rem arks on my part w ould ’ They prot 
not he inappropriate. The improvement of 

in the pre- | the navigation of Bayou d'Arhonue will 
very m aterially benefit tho parishes of 
Ouachita. .Jackson. Union and Claiborne.
Some years ago there was a different system 
of carrying on public works than at present 
exists. Boats were then sent into the dif 
fereut bayous of the State for the purpose 
of cleaning them out. I hail the
honor a t tha t time to he a member 
of the Legislature, and I recollect that 
an order was procured to send tin* 
hands of the State, with the necessary m a­
chinery, into this bayou for the purpose of 
improving it. Previous to this time it was 
not navigable for steamboats. It was par­
tially improved at th a t time up to the town 
of F'arniersville. For a long time after that 
cleaning it was navigable up to that point, 
hut now the obstructions to navigation are 
so numerous th a t only a small class ot boats 
can go up there, and even they can only get 
ii)i in high water. These bayous areVns- 
ecptilile of being made lntvigaide for a long 
distance above by improving them and 
taking aw ay the timbers from t 
1 know these tacts from my own personal 
observation, as 1 am very well acquainted 
with those bayous. 1 know that if thev 
aro cleaned out and improved there 
will be three times the amount of navigation 
tha t there is now; and that the people of 
these four parishes—< hiarhifa. Union, Jack- 
son. and Claiborne—so far as their 
facilities foi transportation are eoni-ei lied, 
will h egreatiy  benefited. There is nootJier 

I bayou in the State which is more worthy 
! tlie attention ot the Legislature than this

Mon li A ) .  F it »ru.11 y \ X  I •Cl. 1
Mr. F'a itlkner. ot Caldwi-11. ii a \ i n ^  <i ; a l l o d  j

a the ( loveruoi-'.* veto i*: tho n o t inoor- ,
•rating tin* Lm is i ana I . a: id ( 'jin pan y ami •
o.in am 1 Saving* Bank- j

Mr. Fa nlkner, of Cal.iw,idl : Mr. S pt•akor. i
will b. * l i i * i - O V e l  e d .  in i Oil 1ling t i ii * bill. 1

tat in it > provisions it a?v k s no M a t e  a i d  1
liatcveir. • >n the contrary. i t puts sonio 1

"I

money in tin* State treasury fori'i 
purpose*. It also furnishes faeilit

imaTiona

Chaii mail, 
tenting the

in I one. except if he. perhaps, the Bayou I!; 
ttiolomew. which is a larger and longer 
bayou, although it is not as im portant a 
stream as Bayou d'Arlionne. The amount 
asked foi in this bill is not all that is neces­
sary to have this work properly done. But 
a proper expenditure of even such a small 
amount would immensely improve tin* navi­
gation ol these stream s,and he of incalcula­
ble benefit to the people ot that section. If 1 
had any objection to the bill a t a l l . i t  would 
he based upon the fact that the amount ap ­
propriated is too small, hut l know tha t the 
persons to whom the money is to lie paid 
will make an honest disposition of it. The 
country which this hill is proposed to  bene­
fit is a very i ich cotton country, aud  where 
that great staph* has to lie hauled now forty 
or fifty miles to be shipped, it would have to 
be hauled only ten or fifteen miles if tho 
navigation of these bayous was improved. 

[The rem arks of Senator Todd were not

■ interior of the Slate that tliev I 
greatly  need, and which they can not now I 
obtain from the hanking corporations in the j 
rirv  of New Oi lcan*. The provisions of this I 
hill ai * oiutMiidate them*elvi * to the general i 
interest* of the State by accommodating i 
those who need money facilities. I therefore j 

! move that the House pa** the bill, the Gov | 
1 ernnr's veto notw ithstanding.

.Mr. Brewster, of Ouachita: Mr. Speaker.
: This bill was passed during The Ia*t session, j 
! and from tha t time to this I have never j 

seen the net. But 1 want the members of 
! this General Assembly to understand its 
i provision* fully. F'rom tin* liii! 1 have ju s t 
: heard read, it appears that it gives the 
! power to issue money. Every man on .this 

floor w ill remember what a curse our hank­
ing system was before the w ar. w hen almost 
every parish in the State had its little hank 
throwing out money. For one. 1 never can 
support any hill which will throw* us hack 
on tha t old abominable system. I don't 
wish to occupy tin* time of the House, hut 
merely wish to rail your attention to that 
one fact, which. I think, is sufficient con­
demnation ot it.

The hill passed, tin* Governor's veto not­
w ithstanding—yeas s:i, nays s.

The House being in committee of the 
whole, and hn\ ing under consideration hill 
for the relief of William Tell Hook ami Lad­
der Company. of Jeff erson parish—

Mr. Garstkauip, of Jefferson: This i* a 
tire company in Jefferson pari*h, who have 
not yet received any State aid. They now 
want aid to repair their enginchnu.se. etc.

t all the palish of Jefferson, 
right hank, extending ten mile*.

Mr. Carr, of DeSoto: Mr
what right have we. a* reprt 
State, to give aid to a tire company in any 
town.’ That is a thing I never heard of be­
fore. It is had enough when we give to 
charitable institutions in the c *ato: it is not 
done in any other State in the Union. But 
this is the first time 1 ever heard of the State 
being asked to build enginehouse*. If the 
people of flic late city of Jefferson want
this tire company-----

Mr. Garstkauip: It is not situated there.
It is on the right bank of the Mississippi 
river, Jefferson city  is on the left; and be­
sides. the gentlem an well knows tha t every 
session of the Legislature there is an appro- 
priation mailt* for the Fire D epartm ent of 

| New Orleans.
Mr. Carr: No, I don't. Is the property of 

| the people of De Soto parish to he taxed for 
j fiie benefit of the parish oi Jefferson ! When 
1 we want an engine in the town of Mans- 
j field we will assess the property in the town 
i of Mansfield to pay for it. I am opposed to 

hanks. : voting money out of the S tate treasury to 
build cuginehouses in Orleans, or any o ther 
parish. Why, the parish of Carroll, or Sr. 
Jam es, or any ot[jcr parish might ask the 
same tiling If they need a tin* company, 
let them assess the people of Jefferson p ar­
ish. I move that the committee recommend 
the indefinite postponement of the hill.

Mr. Garstkauip: I would state tha t there 
was an appropriation Hind!* to the F’ire De­
partm ent of New Orleans, hut when thi* 
company comes anil a*k* for a sim ilar ap ­
propriation there is a great cry. This com­
pany has never received a single cent of the 
appropriations made to the F'ire D epart­
ment of New Orleans in I Si. .. ISiiSatid 1 Stilt; 
hut at the present moment the engineiiou.se 
is in had condition anil they can t repair it 
themselves, and now ail they ask is thi* 
small appropriation to make the repairs.

Mr. Carr: Why don'tfthey assess the prop­
erty f If they need this mom-v why should 
they apply to the Legislatun ' I* t ’ue entile 
State benefited by this one - ugine Not at 
all. It is a local m atter entirely.

Mr. H arper, of s t. CharVs: Wc have some 
very valuable aud splendid sugar houses in 
the parish of St. Cbarltis. W e need there 
also a tire company, m id I am opposed to 
building any eimintehoiiso i:i the parish of 
Jefferson unless 1 r/m  have a part of that 
money to build tin enginehouso in the paristi 
of St. Charles, i/i order to  put out fires in 
those valuable eugarhouses. And if I can 
have yne there, and so on iu every parish in

Legislature next 
year and ask fur another appropriation, I 
think it would be time to tell them to g o  to 
the city of New* Orleans. But. since they 
can not get aid from the Foremen's Benevo­
lent Association, they ask the Slate for it. 
This tire company i* something beneficial. 
1 believe it is well known that the gentle­
men who belong to it are men who have 
been identified with the Republican party  
ill that parish fur a long time. It is pretty  
hard to get s  jilOo. | will only sav to the 
gentleman that brought it in that lie should 
have made it $*J.iiiiii.iiih) and it would have 
passed right otF.

The committee recommend 
House that the hill do not pjs*.

I he i iimiimtei* having under 
tion tin* hill for the relief of 
F'ortier—

Mr. Giirstkamp. of Jefferson: 
b*\ee contractor who built some levees in 
ISfii-'fi.r. When the work was finished 
they offeiei 1 him levee bonds at eighty 
cents, which lie had to receive, and afte r­
ward he had to sell them at a loss of th irty  
per cent, so that le* was a loser of fifty 
cents on each dollar of his contract: and 
now In* a*ks that the Mate shall make the 
contract good. There were sim ilar hill* 
passed this House last session, if I am not 
mistaken.

Mr. B arrett, of Orleans: Win re was that
levee built ’ "

Mr. Garstkauip: I refer tin* gentlem an to 
the engineer w ho measured the work. My 
head is not big enough to hold everything.

Mr. Barrett: I am sorry th it 1 differ with 
iiiy distinguished friend from Jefferson, but 
if we give this to this gentlem an now—I un­
derstand that he was to receive bonds for the 
w‘ork which lie has done—and was forced to 
sell them at tw enty i cuts on the dollar, if I 
recollect pi.qierlv. If this gentlem an suc­
ceeds in carrying this hill through the House 
now. we might take every man to-da.v who 
has been connected with the M etropolitan 
l’olico force who has received w arrants, and 
sold them at a large discount, and we might 
bring in a lull relieving them every one. 
simply because they have been forced 
to sell their w arrants a t a discount. 
Gentlemen take these contracts at their 
own risk, and the S tate certainly should not 
he responsible if they lose: it they do it is 
their own loss, and not the loss of the State. 
Therefore I am opposed to this h ill

Mr. W orrall, ot Jefferson: 1 think when
the committee understands this claim they 
will be willing to report favorably upon it. 
It seems to be a very simple m atter. A 
gentlem an takes a contract to build certain 
levees. The Board of Public W orks, after 
au examination of those levees, report fa­
vorably. accepting the work —

Mr. Yorke, of Carroll: Do you know
whether the hoard has accepted th a t work !

Mr. W orrall: Yes. The hoard accepted
this work, and certify that he is en titled  to 
a certain sum of money iu cash. It appears 
th a t the contractor has debts pressing upon 
him. probably from tin* workmen, poor 
people, who an* obliged to have their 
money, and lit*, like a good man, not being 
aide to obtain the whole amount in cash 
tha t he is entitled to, accepts the best tha t 
he can. It is simply a question that comes 
before u* that we must settle a t some time. 
It is a question of feeding these money 
sharks, who get at the present tinte.more 
than one-third or one-lialf of all the money 
that is paid out by the State. [Mr. W orrall 
made some other rem arks in this connection, 
hut they were inaudible ;*t t h e • reporter's 
desk.]

The committee recommended to the 
House th a t the bill do not pass. Yeas AS. 
nays I'.'.

The committee then rose.
Tho House having; under consideration 

hill for the relief of Mr. Kemick. Ta x Col­
lector of Vermilion parish—

Mr. Carr, ot DeSoto: I would state that 
Mr. Kemick has a certificate from the State 
Auditor, showing tha t this money was paid 
into the treasury o f the State.

The certificate was read.
Mr. Cjuinn. of Orleans: I would like the 

gentlem an from De Soto. Mr. Chirr, to ex ­
plain how the gentlem an overpaid himself, 
it  is something unknown for a man to pay 
more than  lie owes. It has been bard  
enough heretofore to get out of tax  collec­
tors what they owe.

Mr. G arstkauip, of .Jefferson: I will simply 
say that through error of the tax collector,* 
he paid more than lie owed. The A uditor 
has examined the assessment rolls of tiia t 
parish, and found tha t lie overpaid his ac­
count $IDOO. aud lie gave him a certificate 
to show th a t. Any gentlem an is liable to 
make a m istake of tha t kind. That certifi­
cate ought to he sufficient for u*. He asks 
nothing hut his own money.

Mr. tjuinn: All I have to  say to that i* 
that these tax collectors should receive hon­
orable mention from the Slate Legislature 
for lu lling  overpaid themselves. That is 
more than tin* tax collectors of this parish 
ha ve ever done.

Mr. Brewster, of Ouachita: A 
tax coffin tors have p a l i into 
treasury more money th in  the law requires, 
and. as tin* law now steads, the Auditm* or 
1 reasurev ean not re tu rn  them  tin* money; 
and we must pass ; u  a r t  in o rder to allow* 
these gentlem en to gut the ir inarm/, hack 
again. ^

The hill finally p .«sed.
At J:JO I*. M. t lu  House 

to-morrow.

T H E  rO U G H K E K P S lE  D ISA STER 

Testim ony o t a  C onductor.
Poughkeepsie. February 9.—The coro­

n e rs  investigation o f the railroad  d isaster 
continued to-day. The most im portant w it­
ness was E dgar Underwood, conductor of 
the oil tr a in ."  Underwood testified as fol­
lows :

Tin* oil tra in  was ex tra  tra in  No. ■>. My 
tra in  does not ran  on time, not being a regu­
la r tra in , aud had the right of way when 
passing on card time. According to the 
rules of the railroad my card time was jit- 
teen miles per hour. I was not then m aking 
that time. The running gear of my tram  
wits last examined at Greenbush, and a t the  
w ater station we looked over tin* tra in  our­
selves. We stopped a t Coxsaekie, Hudson 
aud Hvile Park, on our way down, and exa­
minations were made with hammers. Could 
not say whether the  tra in  had been ex a ­
mined.

Thilt night a t Coxsaekie and Hyde P ark  
went tin* whole length of the trn iu  ou one 
side, and two of my men ou the other, m ak­
ing an examination o f the running gear. 
Betore wc r ’ached Coxsaekie I discovered 
a hot box. and. in consequence thereof, 
could not make Hudson ahead o f the regu­
la r train. So I took the side track  a t Cox­
saekie. where we cooled the journal, staying 
there ten minutes after the regular train , 
and twenty-five m inutes altogether. That 
hot journal gave me no more trouble tha t 
night. It was one of the tank ears, the ninth 
one from the caboose. It had twenty-rive 
cans, all told. My attention was first called 
to the trouble ot my tra in  by the night 
watchman at New Hamburg. As we passed 
the station, he called. I was in the caboose 
at the time, and heard him come out and 
put on the rear brake, and told the 
caboose men to give tin* engineer the 
signal by dropping the white light.

i stood on tin).caboose and kept the sig­
nal till we got near the drawbridge. Did 
not hear the whistle for brakes. Think I 
felt the engineer reverse the engine, though 
1 am not certain. It is down grade there. 
If lie saw the signal it was liis business To 
blow for brakes We generally use a signal 
cord, hut that night it was not safe to string 
it. It is called a hell cord. We hail a short 
tra in  aud thought if was not worth while.
It is used generally to give the engineer in ­
formation when a tra in  breaks apart. I*t 
would have been difficult for the engineer 
to get the signal from it if it had been 
strung in consequence of stringing it 
through the brake handles. It is an order 
of the road th a t if shall he strung on all 

j trains. If wo had had cord wc would have 
| fried to pull it, but I don 't think wo could 

have succeeded. 1 don't think the engineer 
I could have been notified th a t w ay if there 
I had been a cord. A bell cord has been 
I strung ever forty-five ears, 
j When 1 put on the brakes the speed of 
I the tra in  was slacked and we wen* running 
| slew enough to get off before we gor to tliaf 
j portion of the bridge which span* the road 
i north of the draw-bridge. It isilown grade 

there, and a hau l m atte r to stop the train 
in any way. I had three hrakemen oil the 
Train-one on the engine and two in the 

I caboose. rTii ■ proper place for the second 
j brakem au is in fin* middle of tie* tra in , lint 
I there was no place for him to stand there 
! on that tram , except on three or four hoards 
I over the oil tank. It is not safe for a man 
| to go there when the tra in  is running. The 
I walk for him over the top of the ears to  the 
j brake is about three feet wide. .So fa r as 
| eiders tire concerned, it was the du ty  of my 
• hrakemen to In* in the middle of the train .
I So ftir as box ears are concerned, a brake- 
! mail can 't stand with safety on the plat- 
I form of the oil ear. My tra in  consisted of 
I an engine, six ex ’ire*.* oil cars, two boxcars 
I and a caboose.

Tin* stock car in the centre of the tra in  
j had brakes on it. and was between two 
: tank ears, and no hrakenian could stand on 
| it. Flveti it one had  been there, he could 

have controlled hut one ear. whereas where 
he was he could control * i\. I f  he had been 
then* he could have discerned the accident.
I would have you understand it was to our 
interest to have a man at the rear. The 
brakes in the rear were all good, and we 
had them on a* soon as we could. The o r­
der for a man to he in the middle of the tra in  
was given, because he can work from there 
to the rear. The night was very cold. I 
was looking out of the rear window of the 
caboose, and tin* rear hrakenian was at the 
door. When I left the caboose after the 
train stopped. 1 went down to the very ear 
th a t was off'. The train  then at a dead

I s t ; a n d ,  a n d  o l c i i t ' l l  c a t s a h e a d  o f  t h e  b r o k e n

1 c a r  w e r e  d e t a c l i e d  a n d o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f

1 t h .* d r a w b r i d g i I d o n ' t  k n o w  IniAV f a r  t l i e v
! w . • r e :  1 c o u l d n o t  s e e I W e n t d o w n  t h e

i t r : n * k  o n  t h e  e a i* t  s i d e  o f  m v  t r a i n

The broken i■ill' was f o r w a r d . < * n e  tra in
i wi i s  l e f t  h a c k . a n d  t h o o t h e r  e a r s ; h a d  g o n e
! on It w a s  h on t h e  up tra e k ,  n e a r l y

o s s w i s e .  o n e e n d  h i ; liter than t h e  o t h e r .

num ber of 
the Mate

adjoin ned until

M anchester, Now Hampshire, must he a 
dull and  unsatisfactory  place. They have 
only had, one alarm  of lire tliore in seven 
years.

When 1 saw the situation. I a t once ordered 
The hrakenian down the road with a red 
light. 1 knew the express was behind, he 
i-ause we should have passed it before we 
got then*. We couldn't go down on either 
track, because the track was blockaded. 
When I hallooed oil the engine to go down 
with the led light, the broken ear w ason  
tin* east track and tuv tra in  on the other. 
The engineer heard the man halloo, and hal­
looed hack all light. It was halt a minute 
after I gaw* tin* order to send tin* red light 
before the man started  and hallooed all right. 
Then the man to  whom I gave the order 
hallooed lookout, express coming. It all 
happened in an insftuit almost. It was tw enty 
or twenty-five feet north of the tank on the 
east track, on the south draw  or bridge, 
when I gave the order.

Vt hen I first *a*k* the express she was 
about one hundred feet otf. I dropped my 
light for a signal, and think the engineer of 
the express blown! down brakes. I saw 
the express in th irty  seconds a fte r tlie man 
warned me. F’rom the time my tra in  s top ­
ped hntil tho collision occurred not over 
two minutes elapsed, t was on tin* bridge 
near tin* draw  when the locomotive struck 
the tank. I don't know th a t any signal 
was set on the draw. Tito first thing I 
knew after the collision was getting up off 
the ice in the river, eighteen or tw enty feet 
tcom the draw . I don't know how I got 
there. 1 think the tra in  was nearly stopped 
when it struck the oil rank. I heard  the 
express tra in  whi.Jth* a minute before l got 
off my train . She appeared to he between 
the w ater tank and draw bridge. 1 could 
not tell exactly where she was. The oil ear 
was not unusually heavily laden.

There was a  light signaling all right on 
the draw bridge tower. If  a man had been 
there, I don't think lie would have had time 
to change it to a danger signal. It would 
take a h a lf  m inute to put on the brakes. If 
1 had had two more hrakem en on tuv train.
1 could not have stopjied before I got to the 
draw . I think the broken truck  under the 
stock ea: tore the track up. We kept a man 
on the engine whose du ty  it is to w atch the 
rear signals from both sides of the engine 
when going around curves. It is a s tra igh t 
line out New H am burg station. Mv "en­
gineer must have known something was 
wrong when we put on the brakes. If "is my 
duty  to see the liell cord strung. For the 
way we were situa ted  th a t n ight we were 
running,as safe as we could. Wo can hold 
our tra in  in eighty rods. All the tank  ears 
of the tra in  w ere burned. Then* wen* seven 
ot TJimn. at Hyde l ’ark  coming down. I 
had net a, warm  journal on the* whole train.
1 luive been on the road three years.

I t L V o L L I N i ,  ik U T H A O L S  O N  TIIK 1>I A K  |

The 7V;/).*«<* says in regard to the rai'.toad | 
d isaster tf is a rem arkable ta t that noneot ; 
the hauling officials of the road h av / per- j 
sunnily superintended the iccovory of the 
slain, anil that bodies taki :i out base been 
subjected to the grossest indignities, and 
personal effects rctovered ',a\** heeM stolen 
The bodies have been dragged by means o*. 
a tope fastened n round waist*, aver ice. 
broken ties and snow ti the morgue ear, 
anil tossed iu like dead -beep. Ladies’ tut 
del* garm ents have lice i belli up by hr a d ­
less boy* and men, and ribald ok.e* p;,*sed 
ou them. H alf tin* vi’Jage It:.ve possessed 
themselves of so-calh i m ementoes tit' the 
dtsasf. t iu tbe shape »f clothing, at,vl even 
whole package* of .'itggttg . . Ail flits ha*
1 lei'll done Without the slightest ilitct foreu o 
of official*. Two or three well known, 
thieves were put nit of*the place, bu t re­
turned in a lew hvurs. \c is  true th a t there 
is a  rail roan policeman, ou tin* ground, blit 
In* is fishing for p lunder like* the rest.

A New Y ork special o f tbe ten th , to  the 
Cincinnati (t'mcUe. says;

A rep o rte r a t the sei ne of tho accident on 
the HuiUim River railw ay nays: “ A startling  
fact bus tom  ■ to light with' regard  to the 
d isaster. The tra in  was lured to destruc­
tion by  a false signal, for which this parsi­
mony of the com pany was directly  responsi­
ble, The signal posts upon which the lights

were hung a t n igh t stand a t tho draw, and 
until this w inter a  m an has always been oj 
du ty  a t th a t point, w ith iiisfruetions to 
mind the, bridge and  signal tlie trains. Tw# 
months ago, for the sake of economy, thi, 
w atch was removed, and  the care of 
bridge was added to tbe duties of the maa 
stationed a t  the w ater tank , nearly a quar. 
te r  of a mile below. Trains were to 
flagged from tlie tank  instead of the hriii*„ 
and at night the w hite light., indicating a)j 
right, was left perm anently  hanging at th« 
post, seventy rods from the nearest watch­
man.

The road curves som ewhat a t Wan.1 
pingers creek, hut for nearly  two miles 
south of the bridge there is nothing to oi). 
s tru c t Hie view of the  signal post. Ths 
express seems from the most careful ac­
counts to have been about a mile and a half 
d istan t when the oil car fell across thd 
track , and  if the danger signal had b<*n 
displayed ins tan tly  the tra in  could easily 
have been stopped. I t was almost directly 
under the white light, ti ia t tbe accident 
happened. I f  the signalm an had been 
w ithin reach o f his signal, where he ought 
to have been, he could probably have shown 
the red light in time to av e rt the disaster. 
Accounts of witnesses arc  o f course some, 
what confused, hut according to  testimon? 
it was at least th ree  m inutes a fte r the fall 
of the oil ear before the engine struck  it.

The freight conductor testified tha t the 
hrakenian who tried to  ca rry  the danger 
light forw ard from the caboose was unable 
to make his way overthe  obstructed  trestle- 
work, and a m an from the engine conse­
quently  got down upon tlie ice, aud hurried 
tow ard the  bank. How m any precious sec­
onds were lost in this scram bling back and 
forth is not certain , but. in till probability, 
enough to make the difference between life 
and death plain. The fact is, th a t when the 
fraction o f a m inute was precious beyond 
calculation, the  false beacon indicated 
safety, and  the guard , whose d u ty  it was to 
change it. was placed so fa r aw ay that he 
could not reach* it. The repo rter says the 
officers of the railw ay have tried  to keep 
this inform ation front the newspapers, aud 
it was obtained from residents of the neigh 
borhooil.

Public Lunds.
The A ttorney General has rendered the 

following opinion of the au tho rity  of the 
governm ent to  w ithdraw  from the market 
lands unsurveyed bordering on the track  of 
subsidized railroads:

Dfpaktskxt or .Tr**rrrz.)
February 4, ISTI. )

Hun. Columbus Delatio. Secretary of the Interior: 
Sik—Your communication o f the sixteenth 

ultimo requesting m y opinion upon the' 
question, w hether the P resident or the Sec­
re ta ry  of the In te rio r has the power to w ith ­
draw  from the m arket, and  reserve from 
sale and other disposal the public lands of 
the United States not yet surveyed, falling 
within the operation of an ac t for a g ran t of 
land to  the State of Arkansas, in alternate 
sections, to aid iu the construction of certain 
railroads and telegraphs in said State, ap­
proved March 3, isiil, 1“ United States 
Statues, page seventy-two.

The im mediate occasion of this call for 
an opinion from the departm ent is this, that 
one of the aided railroads, th a t front 
Atchison via Topeka to the w estern line 
the S tate in the direction of F'ort Union an« 
Santa F'e. New Mexi.io, having alreailt 
filed two maps of the  definite location « 
the road, to wit: between Atchison and Em 
porta and between Emporia and W achita 
which have been accepted by tbe Secretary 
of the Interior, has now tiled a map of the 
definite location of the road between 
W aeliita and Fort Dodge; aud  you have 
been requested to w ithdraw  from pre-emp­
tion. homestead, and  o ther disposal the 
lands within the lim its specified by the act 
on each side of the track  of this location. 
If  tin* lauds were surveyed, no question 
would arise: bu t this part of the road 
traverses lands which are unsurveyed, and 
it has been considered questionable whether 
they are now subject to the same definite 
appropriation for the use of the road.

1 find nothing in the act which in any way 
limits the donation to lands already  sur­
veyed. W hen Uougress authorized this 
company to so construct its road through 
the public lands and gave to it alterna te 
sections on each side, it must have been 
the intention tha t the g ran ts  should go as 
far and as fast as the road should go. The 
only difficulty is in indicating distinctly  the 
lands which shall lie thus reserved: but I 
th ink  that the reservation can be made and 
th a t the effect of it will be to give to the 
com pany a preference to  purchasers and 
claim ants by t ight of pre-emption or home­
stead of such lands w ithin the prescribed 
limits a* when surveyed shall answ er the 
description in the g ran t, to w it, every alter­
nate section of land designated by odd 
num bers for ten sections in avidth ou each 
side of said road. ’

C laim ants by right of pre-emption and 
homestead settlem ents m ust take care if 
they en ter upon nnsuvveved lauds to select 
such ;ts shall not belong to the railroad 
company under this reservation when tlit 
lands to which tho com pany's right has at­
tached come to bo defined by survey, lit 
tin* language of A ttorney General Cushing. 
Seventh Opinions, p. A Iri, such withdrawal 
is tin* only means of preventing anticipatory 
priyate appropriation in the cast* of railroad 
grants. Very respectfully .

Your obedient servant.
A. T. AKEKMAX. A ttorney General.

New p o r t  nnd. t  in rin iin li  B r id g e .
This is it special to the St. Louis Democrat: 
W a s h in g t o n , FYbruary 9 .— The House 

Committee on Commerce agreed to-day ta 
report Colonel Stevenson's jo in t resolution 
on tin* Newport and Cincinnati bridge, with 
the single am endm ent of striking out “"na 
hundred" and inserting "n inety" feet. The 
resolution as adopted reads as follows:

“That it shall be unlawful tor the New­
port and  C incinnati Bridge Company, or 
any other com pany or person, to proceed in 
the erection of the  bridge now being con­
st rneted over the Slliio river from the city 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, to the eitv of Newport, 
Kentucky, unless the bridge shall be so con­
structed  th a t the ihannel span shall have, 
under said span, a  clear headway at low 
w ater of ninety feet below the floor beams 
suspended from the* bottom ot the posts.

The discussion, to-day lasted nearly  two 
hours. An amenilnieut to com pensate the 
bridge com pany was lost, eight to tout*.

Tho vote on tho elevation of one hundred 
feet was- a tie, but finally n inety feet avus 
agreed to w ithout a formal division.

Mr. Mathews' plan for compensation was 
rejected promptly and decisively, and it 
will meet a similar fate in the Senate com­
mittee: upon this point there  is an over­
whelming sentim ent in Congress against 
the bridge cotupaay. The House committee 
thought ninety feet over tho main channel 
span, with tho draw  according to the orig­
inal plan, would sufficiently accommodate 
both interests.

This suhje.it has occupied the atten tion  of 
the House com mittee every m eeting but 
one for four weeks, and the members have 
finally come to  see th a t th e  principle in­
volved is very im portant, and fully justifies 
the time givi-a to its consideration. It i* 
proposed when the resolution eomes before 
the House to strike out it net v and insert 
one hundred.

T e rrib le  W hirlw ind  in Pointe I'oupew 
P nris li.

Ou tlie night of the fifth, in stan t, a heavy 
vain, attended by hail, th u n d e r and light- 
niug, fell in this p a rt of our parish. At the 
same time, a tornado, ot w hirlw ind, swept 
with, g '.v jt violence o a  sr the quarters ot 
C aptain M orrison, throw ing dov n anil de- 
stfoybig  four building* and lulling three 
color.* 1 women. 1’asa ng on to Hr. Slicede, 
eIo.*e by. bis quarters, stable, ea vriage-housft 
kit*.lieu.•storo-rqom, etc., w ets utterly de- 
nioL.slietl. The ru in  is complete. The tree! 
tire all tw isted  off. A cook nig stov * wa* 
ca ried' some distaxta) off and dashed into* 
thousand pieces. Unc color' d woman and * 
valuable horse were kilh I. The tonus*0 
seemed to have s\«*nt its f'.nee betore read*' 
ing Mr. Belz.on’s plate*, fo. a portion only 0 
his dwelling hotxse was carried off. And j* 
seems tha t it L id lost its violence by *“ 
time it rcaciicu the Hopkin s plantation- *** 
the only dam age was to his carte shed.

In looking a t the wreck, it has niqro j , 
appearance of the havoc of u whirl'd* , 
than  a tornado. It was a mysterious ® 
fearful visitation. In a momeuty-*n ‘ 
tw inkling of an  eye— thousands ot 
worth ot property  was destroyed, aud 
hum an beings cut off in the  midst ot heal  ̂
Well has it been saiti. “ in tho midst »’*■**[ 
we are iu dea th .’’ W hence came this 
W ho guided itf W hither did it go ^  
mvsterv.
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