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the Conned, who are held up w fon “henoat offieiooMteea ^ t a U e v I  
nen,” in preference to foe net of tireCeaneih has existed heretofore.
I have never yet, in aaeoeiatien with any of It ia not
the members or in any pnbUo print, dieeov- °f to
ered that there ia any member ef the Conn- memb^r f̂ the <£un3lhe wflT8
oil who haa been charged with dishonesty* the city all and mom than
and the charge proven, or who are not <*ty W t  .Ma  It la nat;
equally respectable with them. For my
part, I have ae much interest in thia eity aa tora of other denartmenta. 'Sank 
they. I shall probably live here aD my j» the cose, and it la regaritS 
days, and may in the ordinary course of na- “ f . a g j^  to fta laj
tore live longer than.they. We have bad this iatratm by creatia^a’ amaberi 
matter of drainage under discussion for officers for hie SapetvblOK. I foil 1 
some time. As soon as I came in theqnee- the logic ot the arpnmeat foe A  
tion was brought on the tapit. Use Admin- ^henhesaiA“I w L itL ^ sS S  
iatrator of Accounts took, the lead, and rnent organised. Then we wfll t  
raised every possible objeetion to ar- retrenchment.” Experience ban 
rive at a cornet conclusion. I lie- itje much easier net tp.^p h t t i

jj?T® Ji?. , d°n® ®°- 1 *"• pointment. I t&akHbrnnSri
him credit for honesty, and so did the the Administrator he foA 1 
Administrator of Finance. I believe. *bt in bringing about the rati 
The Mayor, whence wanted to go dot 1
on the canals, had business out of town. j have still another oMeettente

without intending 1% the Ad 
shown a disposition wl 
too common, of prooc 
each department wae a 
oil, seven councils inetea 
in thia connection I will, in; 
without at aU applying the i

ingfoe Council & the matter, 
i The Connell, and the-Adffithtl 
self will, I trnst, reconsider this 
and rednoe the number of empl 
scale more consbteat with foe 
quirements of the- departmen 
present condition ef the Sty tre» 

For these reasons I veto foe-ori
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not afraid of anything I have aaid either 
publicly or privately ceasing out, bet*I 
net now. remember how 1 warded it, and it 
bdiffieolt to reply to each foings. My Amt 
dispoeitkmis alwayrto take the negative ef 
the qaittfia and afterward to see what is 
tobe aaid onjtbe other aide. Mow,the8hip 
Uaad Canal Company, which, by this act, 
becomes extinguished, aa for as its control 
over drainage Is concerned, haa had several 
suits in the district courts, in every one of 
which this question was decided, and the 
Supreme Court, in the Bloomfield suit and 
others, has brushed away everything like 
a question as to whether the Legislature 
can change the direction of the drain­
age fond. The scope of the deci­
sions wag that the Legislature could 
give .whatever . direction it liked to 
the drainage of Mew Orleans. The 
Ship Island company proposed to run a long 
aqueduct from one corner diagonally to an­
other porner of the city, and to pump the 
water on the top of that place, and then run 
it off in some manner I confess I never could 
understand. Yet all these law courts de­
cided that they had the right to these drain­
age (bade, and could take 'possession of 
them. It waa all idle for us to say that 
water would not rbn np hill; that two 
streams of water would not cross each 
other. ' Engineers as well as lawyers said 
that, but what did it amount to !

All this has now been done away with. 
The Legislature bee gone back to a system 
which has been a favorite one with the 
people in the rear part of the city for years, 
and has provided that there shall be con­
structed a bank levee, which will be a pro 
tec tion from the lake. It is the system of 
pro tee tion levees that the Legislature com 
mitsnstoaad requires to be done. Do you 
pretend to any that the Legislature, as far 
as that is concerned, can not bind the city 
of Mew Orleans! I say, as far as that is 
concerned, the net ef the Legislature is 
binding, and we eaa net help it  It would, 
he vain, it would be foolish ferns to attempt 
to put up our hands against it. The points 
which we ought to oontest an the question of 

• fJa* and foequestfon whether we shall com­
mit ourselves to n certain company for the 
whole of tUo immense work, and the ordi­
nance, as we propose to pass i t  provides for 
nothing of the sort It tells the company: “We 
acknowledge the foot that certain works 
laid down by the Legislature must be done. 
Is then anything wrong in acknowledging 
that f with foe Mississippi threatening us 
even new, and with Lake Pontebartrain 
flooding the eity within the lest eighteen 
months I Have net the residents of the rear 
part of the eity suffered incalculable in­
juries from floods, which a movement of 
this kind made yean ago would have kept 
off I If we foolishly fight the act of the 
Legislative by which we can give this pro­
tection to the city, and n crevasse comes 
again, this Council will he held to a public 
responsibility such as no corporate body 
ever yet freed.

The message goes, on to say that the 
power of the Legislature to establish a dif­
ferent system ef drainage ia not questioned. 
That is just what I have been saying. Then 
yon go on to say that it is denied that the 
funds raised under the drainage act can be 
constitutionally placed to the credit of the 
Mississippi and Mexican Golf Canal com­
pany. Here is a very careful singling out 
of this company from among ail those who 
claim i£ If yon had said, also, it could not 
be put to the credit of the Ship Island Com­
pany, it would have been comprehensive,' 
because you would have selected all the 
cqutpaniee that claim to receive this fund; 
but I find yon have mentioned only the 
Mexican Golf canal company.

Yon have indulged in n criticism that we 
have not, in this ordinance, specifically de­
fined the limits of the work. Well, Mr. 
President, am you ready to decide, at this 
moment, precisely bow much of this work 
you are prepared to do t The hill lays out 
some seventeen milee of levees and canals. 
Are you willing to say you will allow them 
to make geven miles I or even three miles 
and a half I Hence the way this ordinance 

. is drawn up.. It says to the company: “We 
will allow you to commence such operations 
as are of immediate necessity, but we give 
you notioe we do not concede you shall per­
form the whole of this work or any work 
after we find it is to the disadvantage of the 
city.” We put them to work with this ex­
press notioe. We don’t promise we will 
give them ttyee and a half miles, or five 
miles, or anything of the kind. We 
say, “ so long as we find you working 
promptly and to oar satisfaction, and we 
find that the measurements are correct 
and that you have in all things done your 
duty, we will settle with yon, but no 
longer. We reserve the right to contest 
this net of the Legislature at any future 
time, so for as it forces us to have this 
work donff by yon at these prices.” Was 
thereover a notice so binding! Is there 
any pan that doubts that when n company 
goes to work under such a notice that the 
city reserves its righto! Your proposition, 
Mr. President, is that we should resist the 
whole law, good, bad -er indifferent It 
amounts to this, that ire should have nothing 
to do with drsinags, for if the Mew Orleans 
Dredging Company, to whose proposal you 
have alluded, were even prepared to enter on 
the work, the letter of the law would justify 
the Mexican Gulf Ship Canal Company 
suing out an injunction, and it would be 
years before they could get started. We 

j a would have to prove this set was a positive 
'W fraud upon the city. We would have to 

prove we .did onr duty in the matter; that 
we executed so much of this act as we did 
not contest; that we received these drainage 
funds and took the question in hand sedu­
lously, because you can not avail yourself 
bf the privilege of resisting an objectionable 
law unless you show you have acted in good 
faith on those points which are not objec­
tionable.

Yon go on to say, Mr. President, that this 
notice qpd tins express reservation are of 
no value whatever. This is admitting a 
good deal. I have* never got hold of any­
body yet who will go so for as to say that 
when you state to a man that yon will not 
recognise your contract with him, except so 
for as it is to year advantage, that that has 
no force. If the Mexican Golf Ship Canal 
Company will goto work in the faoe of this 
ordinance, aa for ae I am concerned I am 
content, and ae for as the Council is con­
cerned I think we may conclude we are per­
fectly safe. •

The Mayor I ask the question. Will 
they consent to this reservation!

Mr. Shaw: I am not a member of that 
company, and have nothing to do with that. 
Have yon asked the question ef the com­
pany!

the resolution, 
would not eon-

great fear ef the people la that we will do 
nothing. Bettor make * mistake thaa jo 
nothing. I think one of the

things we could do would he to fight end of every month. It was the konst of
____ _1_1— A â Aka kaa# . iL.t ■■* - nnid awnnrVuulvthis law as a whole, aad one ef the beat 

things we ooul(T do would be to adopt those 
parts which are of imminent pressing neces­
sity. Nobody disputes the necessity of a 
protection levee.' r

[Mr. Delassize was called to the chair.]
Mr. Shaw resumed: The Mayor goes on 

to say that a contractor who does ti»t get 
control of his contract is going to one for 
damages. I .would like to know who is go­
ing to get the most damages, the* city or the 
Mexican Gulf Canal Company. My proposi­
tion is that the company shall have the 
least possible damages to sue for.

The next extraordinary objeetion is to 
the use of the word “enVirons ” in connec­
tion with the foot that some levee has to be 
made in the town of Carrollton, and that 
the bill -does not sufficiently provide for 
reclamation. The act says we shall locate 
these lines. Suppose our interest requires 
that we should go above Carrollton. Will 
that In any way affect our liability! It is 
very possible we may have to go out of this 
parish to protect this parish. The act pro­
vides that all lands not within the drainage 
districts, reclaimed by this act, shall be 
taxed two mills. This parrhf the law may 
be valid or may be not; but if it ia not it is 
still our duty to locate this levee where oar 
engineers tell us it ought to be located 
have no doubt that, eventually, Carrollton 
will form part of the city of Mew Orleans.

Mext the Mayor goes on to make some 
statements on my side of the question. He 
acknowledges that the whole mathematical 
estimate of the work laid down is two mil­
lions of dollars, and qnotes the City Attor- 
ueyta support of that opinion. I hope it 
may be so; I hope the Mayor is right, be­
cause if the works only cost two millions of 
dollars that is a mere bauble in comparison 
to the results attained. The Mayor has 
quoted the Claiborne canal. That is within 
the Metairie Ridge, and is not one of the 
class of works whieh form the expensive 
parts of this contract It is presumed that 
this company shall make money somewhere. 
It is presumed that if part of the work is to 
cost a dollar and a half, some other parts 
will cost less. I am sure I can put my hands 

•on specifications to show that the work on 
Claiborne canal almost ruined the gentle­
man who performed it, and he is willing to 
certify he would not take this work at fifty 
cents per cubic yard.

The next objection is that this ordinance 
will cost us fifty thousand dollars a month, 
which I hope is trne, because I do 
hope that this company will throw 
np onfe hundred thousand cubic 
yards of earth a month, and then there 
follows something about the assets 
and only capital of the company consisting 
of bonds of the State, of which bonds the 
City pays one-half their faoe valne. I don’t 
know anything about that statement, 
don’t know what it lias to do with this sub­
ject, if it happens to be true; but if it is 
true, I think we are going to get back some 
of our advantages from these bonds that 
the eity pays part of.

The final conclusion of the message is just 
what I would wish, because it takes bacx all 
that the Mayor has previously said. The 
grand objection of the Mayor is this: that 
the ordinance is not an acceptance of the 
act. Therefore the Mayor takes back the 
whole of his message, which is based 

the assumption that it is an ac­
ceptance, and that when we enter 
upon any part of this contract we 
accept the whole. Thus the labor of the 
whole message from the beginning to the 
end goes np. It is all a mistake. It is not 
an acceptance. When I said to the Council 
that to enter upon the work would be a 
tacit acknowledgment of the validity of the 
act, in that I supposed I was right. I said 
if we blindly went into this thing and gave 
the company no notice it would be a tacit 
acceptance of the act, and it might be con­
sidered that we adopted the whole. But 
when we say distinctly in this ordinance, 
from beginning to end, that we do not do 
that, then it is a very difierent affair. They 
know what they are doing. They go to 
work at their peril; and when the Mayor 
says we must act' according to our best 
judgment, I, for one, concur in the judg­
ment of the majority of the Council that 
the best thing to do is to accept so much of 
the work as is advantageous, so long aa it 
does not prove of injury to the city. On 
that view I am prepared to vote for the 
ordinance, the veto of the Mayor notwith­
standing.

The Mayor took the floor and said: I 
would like to have the privilege of saying' 
one or two words, because the Adminis­
trator of Public Accounts has misquoted, 
unintentionally no doubt, many statements 
of my communication, and he has entered 
a good deal into other matters as to my 
course in this Council. He has said a good 
deal about my “lecturing,” as he denom­
inated it, in times past, and informed the 
Council and those now present that they 
had pat np with it, because, no doubt, the 
Mayor “meant well.” I thank him for that 
admission. I thank the gentleman and all 
the other Administrators associated with 
him for their forbearance. Mr. Chairman, 
yon know full well that I have been specific 
in my objections to needless expenditures 
and to the creation ef useless offices. I 
can not prove it abroad, because I consid­
ered it best to attempt to control these 
matters by influence and remonstrances 
within the Council. Henceforth, if per­
mitted, my views shall he sufficiently em­
phatic. public and distinct. There shall be 
no dohbt left on that subject for the future. 
Whether I shall hereafter have the credit 
of “meaning well,” I can not say. Thus 
much for that part of the Administrator’s 
renforks.

In the message under discussion I, like 
the Council on a previous occasion, have 
simply followed the lead of the gentleman 
who has just spoken, in declaring that the 
law is invalid and unconstitutional in fix­
ing a price and pointing out the party with 
whom the city should contract. I assert, 
moreover, that that gentleman himself de­
clared that not one dollar of these taxes 
could be collected; and I considered that 
opinion as good law, and pat it in the 
message as such. If it is not so, it is not 
my fault. I will say, however, that I have 
taken other legal opinions on> that very 
point, and thia portion of the message ia not 
my own, but that of a lawyer of high 
standing, whom I consulted for fear my 
friend the Administrator of Aooounhf 
might have misled me on this legal point.
I asked this opinion beeausethis is a very 
important matter. If the opinion given be 
well founded, the ■ eity will be involved 
for tin whole cost of this ‘ work— 
a hundred thousand dollars a month.
I ask the MtiiMstratm of Accounts 
if ho is profited to. warrant for 
font amount when the piy rolls for the last 
three months have ant been paid; when the 
officers of the city am peddling their cer­

tificates abentthe streets for fight aad ten 
per sent qrewomt. One year ago onr offi­
cers and laborers were paid promptly at the

read you the testimony of

tins Council then that we paid everybody 
in cash. Mow, after a whole year’s ad­
ministration of eity affairs, we are three 
months in arrear—three months in ar- 
rear with Almost every obligation of the/ 
city. I ask if) in the free* of this fret, the 
gentleman is ready to issue his warrant to 
the M«Ti«*n Golf Ship Canal Company for 
$100,000 a month in cash, or in paper 
which will meet the Council in the street 
If he is not, why does he wish this great 
Work to go on! Why does he wish it to go 
on to such an extent as will strew this 
city “thick as leaves in Vallambrosa 
with our obligations. For, if yon will 
look at the act, you will see that the 
president of the Mexican Gulf Ship Canal 
Company may demand the obligations of 
the city ot Mew Orleans in any amount he 
chooses. He may break a $100,000 war­
rant into a hundred thousand separate 
warrants if he pleases. In a message dis­
cussing such an enorpious act as this, it is 
impossible to enter, into all these points. 
If the Administrator of Accounts goes on 
to do what the law compels him to do, you 
will have this amount of obligations thrown 
npon you. I ask the Administrator of Ac­
counts is he prepared for this !

Mr. Shaw: I have not raised the point of 
the unparliamentary character of repeating 
private conversations in public discussions. 
This thing has been very freely canvassed 
in the Mayor’s office. Recollect I don’ 
raise the objection; I don’t ask that any 
word I have ever, said shall be withheld.
1 simply call attention to the manner in 
which what I may have said is brought up 
at this distance of time, when perhaps 
can not recollect whether I said it or not.

The Mayor: I ask the gentleman himself 
if he is in order !

Mr. Shaw: -You have asked me a couple of 
questions.

The Mayor: Yon are going on to speak of 
some private conversations. I say, with 
the Administrator of Accounts, that what­
ever has transpired in the Mayor’s parlor 
has generally been considered private, but 
not secret, when it relates to public affairs.
I go on to what I was saying. I state that 
this Council has not taken time to investi­
gate these facts. If they will do so they 
will ascertain that the drainage boards 
which have been doing this work, which 
boards are by this act abolished, have con­
structed ten miles of canals, and as to the 
mode in whkh those canals were con­
structed, I wiW 
Louis Surgi.

[The Mayor here read extracts from the 
evidence of Mr. Sorgi with regard-to work 
carried on by the drainage commissioners.] 

He resumed: This is the testimony of a 
disinterested party in every respect, about 
the work in the second drainage district, to 
which I ask your most careful scrutiny, 
say if the Council will examine it they will 
find it has been done for twenty-one cents 
per cubic yard, the dredging machine work­
ing through stumps and knees with a canal 
just wide enough to take out the stumps and 
earth. During all this time gold was at 
from 138 to 205. The Administrator ef Pub­
lic Accounts seems to have learned that the 
gentleman who did this work lost money ̂ 
and would not now take it for fifty cents. 
Where is that man! Dead. But his securi­
ties took up the work, never found any fault 
about the work, and went on and completed 
it; went on during the whole war, although 
subjected for some days to the seizure of 
their boat by General Butler. Their «anals> 
dug by hand, wheeled out by hand, and lev­
ied by hand, have not cost forty cents. 
They might be done for the same price, or 
less, now, by our laboring men, who are ask 
ing for labor, who are wanting something to 
do, and who would be only glad to do it for 
half a dollar a yard. Yet you arc willing to 
give the work to a company for a dollar t 
yard, when there is another company will­
ing to do the work for sixty cents. If money 
can be saved, let it be made by the city.

1 am astonished the gentleman has the 
hardihood to make such a proposition—par­
don the word; I call in question no man’s 
motives; I impeach no man’s honesty in this 
board; but I have the right, and it is my 
duty, to express my views when the welfare 
of the city is involved.

Now I go back, and call attention to the 
fact, that a consultation of the Council was 
called upon this act, and the first thing was 
a motion of the Administrator of Public 
Accounts that I should notify the company 
that the Council did not recognize the con­
stitutionality or validity of this act. At the 
suggestion of the Council I wrote a letter 
to the City Surveyor, asking his estimate of 
the amount of work involved in this act 
and its probable cost.

[The Mayor here read from the City Sur­
veyor’s reply, as published in these proceed­
ings.]

He continued: Here is the estimate of our 
engineer that the work can be done for 
less than thirty-five cents, and here we give 
these men fifty cents for digging a hole and 
fifty cents for the dirt taken ont of the hole. 
At this very same meeting I was directed 
to call on the City Attorney for his opinion 
of the legality of this bill. The opinion 
rendered in response to that request was 
entirely against the constitutionality of this 
act in the respects in which it has been de­
clared unconstitutional by the Council and 
by the Administrator of Public Accounts 
himself. 1 asked tha t that opinion might be 
published. It has never yet seen the light.
1 have asked again to-night that it should 
be printed. Although Mr. Bell is the en­
gineer of the city his estimate and opinion 
have never been alluded to except by 
myself. I have taken the trouble to exam­
ine the records of the drainage commis­
sioners, and I find the price, confirmed by 

solemn judgment of the court, fixed at 
twenty-eight cents. I found all their ex­
penses, except the secretary’s salary, the 
rent of his office and the stationery amount­
ing to some fifteen hundred er two thousand 
dollars a year, charged np to these drainage 
canals. And when the cost of the dredge 
boats was added that did not make it more 
than thirty-three cents. The gentleman has 
spoken of law fees. That is a gross and 
wicked exaggeration of the manner in 
which these affairs were liquidated. There 
has been a large fee given to counsel—ton 
per cent, I believe—bat that does not come 
out of the drainage fund at alL 

Mr. Shaw: Then it comes out of the city 
of Mew Orleans.

The Mayor: It comes ont of the parties 
who have to pay for the drainage.

Mr. Shaw: I will explain that directly.
The Mayor: Recollect that these ex­

penses we are referring to, a secretary, and 
penonato draw maps and plans, are ex- 
aotiywhnttoe^fty Wfilhave j» provide. 
This company will not provide foe plans; 
the eity has tA do it. I knoff foe passage 
of this ardimmoe is n foregone conclusion; 
gentlemen, having made up their minds,

will probably go for it or egnfoslf fo'aaln- 
flueqeed by any arguments of mine.

Mr. Shaw: I object to thia.
The Mayor: Surely the opinion of ear own 

surveyor ought to weigh as much as that of 
Mr. Duncan F. Kenner. And here let me re. 
mark that I told the gentlemen who went ont 
to investigate this matter that Mr. Kenner 
would give them an opinion “as ia an opin­
ion.” Mr. Kenner has himself a big job on 
hand. When I said that one of foe most 
infamous things passed by the Legislature 
was the Mexican gulf drainage bill I had 
forgotten this job ot Mr. Duncan F. Kenner, 
passed by the Democratic Legislature of 
1866, when he himself was President of foe 
Senate. I beg pardon of the Mexican Gulf 
Canal Company. But next to that—and by 
the way I think foe Ship Island Canal Com­
pany ought to come arm-in-arm—comes foe 
Mexican golf drainage scheme. But these 
are the acts of the Legislature of Louisianw 
When they become burdensome what are 
we to do—what is our duty! It is to com* 
bat them, if you can fairly.

I put the question right here: If this is a 
binding declaration on the Company, that 
they shall not work more than the Council 
shall decree—if this binds foe company, 
why do they object to insert it in their own 
handwriting! If that notice of reservation 
is a good and legal act, why don’t they 
acknowledge its validity ! They say they 
want nothing of the city but what is fair 
and right. 1 put it to them that it would be 
fair and right to put up the job at auction, 
and whoever bid the lowest and gave secur­
ity for commencing the work within twenty 
or thirty days should have it. “Mo, that 
would not be fair and right.” If these 
gentlemen who have haunted the. corridors 
of this hall for the last three weeks will 
accept, over their own signature, foe reser­
vations laid down in this ordinance, then 
much of my objeetion to it is gone. But 
they will not consent to that. They don’t 
mean to do it. Gentlemen can not get 
them to do it.

I ask parden of the Council, bat I say 
this is a big job. What is foe enormous 
haste of this thing! They have crowded 
the City Administrators in this matter. 
They have urged and pushed this .thing at 
every minute. I don't mean it as any im­
putation. There is nothing wrong in urging, 
but it has been urged, and urged too strong­
ly. The more I examine into it foe more 
objections I find, and I find nothing in 
favor of it. Whatever may come of it, I 
here pronounce this scheme, in my judg­
ment, a big job, which the city will find it 
impossible to get rid of after fos first step 
is once taken. If there is any mechanic 
here present, let me ask him how it is pos­
sible to dig a canal sixty feet wide and fif­
teen feet deep along the shore of the lake, 
which is quicksand! All the engines in the 
town would not keep it dry. I have quoted 
facts, and the Administrator of Public Ac­
counts has not contradicted them. I have 
shown documents, and they-are filed in con­
junction with foe message. I have given 
my authorities, and he has not controverted 
or disproved them. Whatever decision foe 
Council may come to, I have done my part.

Mr. Shaw: I now desire to answer the 
questions put to me by the Mayor. One 
was as to some private remarks of mine in the 
Council. I did raise every poesible objection 
to this bill before we entered npon oar exam­
ination and inquiry, to satiety my own 
mind. My first proposition always is : 
“What are the faults!” I go as far as any 
man on foe negative side, but I also look 
at the affirmative. The Mayor puts the 
question: “When this bill is carried out, 
can we collect the drainage fund ?” After 
I had rais&d that point I went to foe re­
cords of the courts, and read the decisions 
of the judges, which declared that the 
change of the direction of the funds was not 
unconstitutional.

The Mayor: Has foe Supreme Court de* 
cided that!

Mr. Shaw: In effect it has, as far as any 
one case is concerned. There are other 
cases pending, bat I suppose by the passage 
of this bill they fall to the ground. The 
right of the Ship Island Canal Company for 
damages for a deprivation of its franchises 
is a matter for future consideration; but foe 
power, the drainage power of taking pos­
session of these assets has been taken from 
them forever. The present act takes that 
right from the drainage commissioners and 
from the Ship Island Company, and gives 
it to the city of New Orleans. If you carry 
out this act, will you be able to command 
these assets! I will ask yon another ques­
tion, if you do not carry out this act—

The Mayor: There is not a dollar of assets 
to be commanded. They owe fourteen 
thousand dollars which you have got to pay 
as soon as you touch them.

Mr. Shaw: I will answer that I am told 
by the drainage commissioners there are 
assets collectable to the amount of five 
hundred thousand dollars in the drainage 
districts, and the act itself assesses a tax of 
two mills upon all lands not in the drainage 
districts. If we can take possession of 
these funds they will go far toward accom­
plishing the work. We can not take pos­
session of them unless we do our duty 
under this act. Mr. Mayor ean not say we 
have no necessity for drainage. The question 
is knocking at our doors to-day. It is 
the duty ot foe Council to wake up to foe 
danger this city has been in for several 
days past and may be again. There is no 
power can protect the city from overflow 
except the Council. The Ship Island Canal 
Company can not do it; the drainage com­
missioners are defunct. The Mayor has 
told us the judgment of the court solemnly 
adjudicated the cost of drainage to be a 
certain amount. He must be laboring under 

considerable mistake. This judgment 
homologated the bills against the tax­
payers and assessed the tax. I venture to 
say when these bills are examined this will 
he found. The Board of Commissioners 
filed their tableaux, and on their being ho­
mologated foe assessment was made, and 
the courts have since decided that portions 
of these laws could be changed without 
affecting the assessment.

I will now come to another mistake, and 
fortunately I know, on this subject, what I 
am talking about. When I entered upon 
office as Administrator of Public Accounts 
one of the first applications made to me 
was from the drainage commissioners, ask­
ing me to put in my tableau judgments 
against foe city for a hundred and eighty- 
odd thousand dollars. They brought me foe 
judgments and showed them to me. I, of 
coarse, was very careful, and looked into 
this matter.

The Mayor: Would not yon be obliged to 
put this to foe oredit of that company !

Mr. Shaw: Before I sit down this question 
shall be answered. My first inquiries Vent 
to show,that, after those boards were ex- 

- went into court and 
for $180jh®0t and foe 

next thing asked of a t  was tan per 
sent for law foes. The Mayor says this is 
tea per cent k  addition to the tax. I don’t 
earn whether it ifrfen per seat ef that hnn-

^dredan* 
esnt ontrideSf i t

The Mayen We are tufting 
eqetef thecaaab, aetfoe cost of foe law­
yer*.

Mr. Shaw: Hew* you aakwhat becomes 
of all fob money! It semes into the eity 
treasury, end when foe company have done 
364,000, cubic yards of levee we will pay 
them for it.

The Mayor: In money!
Mr. Shaw: We will pay it in them assets. 

The Mayor asks me if I win, be prepared, to 
draw my warrant for a handled thousand 
dollars a month! The ordinance provides 
for this matter. It does not require font 
we should pay the money out of foe treas­
ury. Yon can not help acknowledging that 
these things have to be done; yon ean not 
help acknowledging that if this money can 
not be found foe city must incur a debt for 
it. The Mayer says here in his 
that the cost of foe whole work will only be 
two millions of dollars.

The Mayor: As fixed; hat foe company 
are also to oonstruct all canals above ten 
feet wide.

Mr, Shaw: It is my opinion that to get 
proper control of these drainage funds, we 
must do our duty under foe law. I call for 
a vote.

Mr. Walton: This whole matter is nar­
rowed down to a very small point. These 
gentlemen eome here armed with a hill of 
foe Legislature requesting ns io pay a dol­
lar a yard. - Another company, and a highly 
responsible company, notwithstanding all 
that has been said, offer to do fob work, 
whatever it may be, at twenty per cent 
less, and then to take foe bonds of the city 
of Mew Orleans at pat in payment, which 
makes forty per cent difference. This 
proposition avoids ail necessity of calcula­
tions about money; it avoids foe necessity 
of issuing certificates which are to be dis­
counted on the streets of the city. 
To my mind the simple question 
comes np whether we shall give 
fob work - to a company'' which 
demands, under an net of foe Legislature, a 
dollar a yard, payable in money, or whether 
we shall give ft to a company, I will not my 
of equal responsibility, hut of responsibility, 
who my they will do fob work immediately 
at eighty per cent less, and are willing to 
take bonda of the city at par in payment 
This proposition relieves ns from all embar­
rassments. I can vote only one way in re­
gard to the matter of taxation. Thb petition 
was handed to me as I came in, signed by 
h&dreds of names, among them some of 
our most respectable eitbens.

[The Adminbtrator here read foe sub­
stance of a remonstrance against any drain­
age tax not contemplated by foe law of 
1858.]

This is a remonstrance which, from foe 
number of signatures and the character 
of them, b entitled to our respect All foe 
talk on the broad question of drainage 
amopnts to nothing. Nobody doubts its 
expediency. It ought to have been done 
twenty years ago, bat I don’t see any neces­
sity for going immediately to work and 
thus imposing a tax which foe people ean 
not bear. It b no use talking about this 
bill of the Legislature; we can not carry it 
ont. As foe Adminbtrator of Accounts 
says, “it demands of ns impossibilities.” 
If the Legislature chooses to impose npon 
ns, session alter session, things we ean not 
do, we must get along foe best way we can, 
and if foe city b swamped we most sink 
with it—those who belong here, at least.

Mr. Shaw asked if thb petition was not 
circulated by officers of the Ship Island 
Canal Company.

Mr. Walton replied, that he had no infor­
mation on that point. It was handed to 
him just as he came into foe Council; he did 
not know by whom.

Mr. Shaw remarked that these things 
came in very theatrically, like that proposi­
tion which foe Mayor brought in just before 
the vote last week.

Mr. Walton said he only introduced the 
petition because it was entitled to respect. 
All thb did not alter the question as to what 
the Council ought to do. If we could get 
possession of these drainage lunds, so much 
the better, hut no business man in this eity 
would give a dollar for what he could have 
done for sixty cents.

Mr. Lewis said he was with foe Adminis­
trators when they went ont to inspect the 
proposed location of foe levees and canals, 
and he was present when several gentle­
men were called upon to make an estimate 
for this work. He himself asked Mr. Ken­
ner what foe work would cost inside of foe 
ridge. He replied that inside of the ridge 
the work could he done for thirty cents. 
Mr. Pilie, in the Mayor’s parlor, said foe 
work could be done for twenty-five cents in­
side theridge. If thb work (he continued) 
can be done for twenty-five or thirty cents 
inside of foe ridge, I do not see why we 
should give it to this company for fifty cents, 
because there would be no levees required 
there. As to the immediate neces­
sity for bnilding thb protection levee 
at this time we know there was a bill 
passed at the last Legislature creating a 
levee company, yet I see foe papers full of 
accounts of crevasses and a communication 
from the State Engineer asking for appro­
priations to protect foe plantations from 
overflow. Still they are overflowed, though 
there is a company formed to protect them.

In conclusion Mr. Lewis said he wonld 
vote for (he ordinance if the company 
wonld build foe protection levee inside the 
Metairie Ridge at thirty cents a yard, or, if 
outside the ridge, at one dollar; then allow 
other companies to dig foe smaller canals 
and employ the thousands of idle people oi 
this city. He bad stated hb reasons for 
voting against thb measure last Tuesday 
night, and he had seen nothing to change 
them since.

Mr. Remick said he roVe for information. 
The Adminbtrator of Finance, in the course 
of hb remarks, said, in case foe city became 
bankrupt all must go down with it—all that 
belonged here. He would like the Adminis­
trator of Finance to explain what he meant 
by thb qualification-

Mr. Walton: I think the Adminbtrator b 
very sensitive on thb subject. I meant no­
thing more than what I said. I myself was 
called a carpet-bagger foe other day, and I 
have been fifty-four years in fob city. I 
believe I am the oldest American resident 
in thb city save one. It may be a habit of 
mine, now that I am getting somewhat old, 
to refer to old times. It may he I am in the 
habit of using foe phrase “those who belong 
here.” There are a great many who do not 
belong here ang who are drawing salaries 
from foe Governor and the 8tate the 
eity. I do not intend to offend anybody.

Mr. Remick: As a member of fob Council,
appointed by the aame power foot appoint^
the Adminbtrator or I
I belong here as much *  I*, ^  ;

Mr. Walton: I de aet dray ft. d($ ->
Mr. Remick: the impUcatfonb that foore 

an seme members of this board who do not 
belong here? I claim to belong to fob eity 
of Mew Odens. TlMddmtybtrntorof f t

equally respectable with them. For my 
part, I have as much interest in fob eity aa 
they. I shall probably live here aD my 
days, and may in foe ordinary eonroeef na­
ture live longer than.they. We have had fob 
matter of drainage under diaenoriou for 
some time. As soon as I came in theqnee­
tion was brought on the tapit. The Admin­
btrator of Accounts took, foe lead, and 
rawed every poesible objeetioa to ar­
rive at a correct conclusion. I be­
lieve he has done so. - I give 
him credit for honesty, and so did the 
Adminbtrator of Finance, I believe. 
The Mayor, when'we wanted to go dot 
on foe canals, had business ont-of town. 
At another time, when we wanted to eome 
to some conclusion, he was not there; be 
left foe Council in consultation. As a 
young man I -looked up to foe Mayer and 
the Adminbtrator of Finance—foe respect­
able men as they claim to be, and I do not 
dispute it—for aid in forming my opinions. 
The Mayor then had no opinions. He 
was silent—mate. I have heard more from 
him to-night on thb subject then 1 ever 
heard before. As for foe Administrator ot 
Finance, he says: “I came to fob Council 
not without long deliberation, prepared to 
vote for this ordinance” (there hb delibera­
tion b in favor of it); “bat with-my record 
before thb Council in favor of reform, 
retrenchment and eeondmy, I must vote 
against it.” There yon have hb opinionson 
the one hand and hb “record” on the 
other. Hb reeepd^ad hb reputation over­
balance hb judgment. I vote yee on fob 
ordinance because I believe it b right. I 
vote yes because I believe if we do not at­
tend to fob at once, twenty yean henee 
there will be foesaaie argument need as 
was used by foe Adminbtrator of Fiaanoe to­
day; that if foe people of Mew Orleans had 
been good people twenty years ago, they 
wonld have done fob thing then. Another 
point: Thb Mexican Golf Ship Canal Com­
pany comes before thb Council under foe 
sanction of law, ifod it seems to me we most 

i glisten to that law, although it may he ex­
travagant, perhaps, in some of its provisions. 
It b certain that if thb company b not al­
lowed to perform foe work under tnb ordi­
nance, then thb other company, whieh was 
a myth when it first sent in a proposition, 
will he enjoined, and no drainage can be 
done for years to ceme. I shall vote for foe 
ordinance because I believe it b right, and 
that it b for the interest of foe city of Mew. 
Orleans.

Mr. Walton replied that he changed hb 
opinion because a responsible company 
offered to do the work for forty per cent 
less. Hb “respectability” had nothing to do 
with it; that could take care of itself.

The Mayor resumed the chair, and the 
yeas and nays were called. 1

Messrs. Cockrem and Shaw voted yea.
Mr. Delassize: I want to find ont whether 

thb law compels the city to give fob work 
to thb company. If so, 1 vote yes.

The Mayor: That b the question we have 
been discussing the whole evening.

Mr. Delassize: If it is so, I vote yes.
The Mayor: And if it b not so !
Mr. Delassize: Then I vote no.
Mr. Shaw inquired how foe Adminbtrator 

voted.
The Mayor: If it b compulsory and oan 

not be avoided he votes yea; if we can get 
out of it he votes no.

The vote was recorded as yea.
Mr. Remick voted yea, Mr. Lewis and Mr. 

Walton nay, and Mr. Bonzano yea.
Mr. Shaw asked for a declaration of the 

vote.
The Mayor declared the ordinance was 

passed, the veto of the Mayor notwithstand­
ing.*

Mr. Bonzano said he had a resolution he 
would like to have spread on the minutes in 
connection with foe vote just taken.

The Mayor stated that he, had another 
veto message, which took precedence.

Mr. Shaw, without intending any disre­
spect to the Mayor, moved that foe second 
veto be received and printed and made the 
special, order -for next Tuesday evening. 
The hoar was late, the Council was much 
fatigued, and there was a good deal of 
financial business still to be transacted, 
which could only be done at a regular 
meeting.

It was so ordered.
The message was as follows:

Orcnnlaatloa ml the Department of Com­
merce-Veto M enace a f  the Mayer.

Hatokaltt or Nitw O iu ia , 
April 28, 1(71.

To the City Council of Hew Orleans: 
Administrators—I return, without my 

signature, “an ordinance to organize the 
Department of Commerce,” adopted by the 
Council at its last mefetmg. The olfieers 
and salaries provided for in that ordinance 
exceed what b deemed necessary by at 
least thirty thousand dollars a year.

There are twelve inspectors of markets 
at a salary of $1200 each. These officers 
are moit of them unnecessary, as has been 
shown by the experienoe of foe last three er 
four months, during whieh there have been 
no such officers. One or two inspectors for 
the tohole city, who should visit the mar­
kets at unexpected times, would be suffi­
cient. It b true foe Board of Metropolitan 
Police has withdrawn from its agreement to 
allow the police officers detailed for duty at 
the markets to exercise a certain super­
vision over them; bnt these markets are 
laces of public resort; police officers must 
e there and are still stationed there, and 

it is their duty, under foe laws aad ordi­
nances of the city, to preserve peace 
and good order. There b aa in­
spector appointed by the State to 
inspect all animals intended for slaughter 
before they are killed, to he sold in the 
market; and there are sanitary inspectors 
appointed by foe Board of Health, and paid 
by foe eity, who make it their duty to in­
spect the meat brought to market. Little 
else remains fora commissary or inspector 
to do, except to sfe that foe former, whdse 
duty it b to keep the market clean, per­
forms that doty. Thb dees not require a 
continual attendance, and a watch over 
every stall, or the appointment of an in­
spector to every market.

The ordinance provides also for four 
wharfingers at* $1800 a year; four deputy 
wharfingers at $1200 each, and foar acting 
deputy wharfingers at $1000. The member 
of wharfingers should be rednoed to tlie old 
standard, and foe duty of collecting the 
levee dues should be taken ont of their 
hands and given to employee of the Depart­
ment of Finance, whose doty ft. Je, under 
foe charter, to receive and collect the rev­
enues of foe eity. A yhnifingui cannot 
attend properly to btSf lQ ln. While at-

ByMr.WtaW
An ordinance providing for the] 

the several aeooonts therein i 
Be it Ndainad, That foe : 

priatioas he and are hereby madd i 
foe Administrator nf Pnblfc AflooW 
rant on the Adminbtrator of 
payment of foe wine:

W. J. CseteU, for foe net of* 
etc., between foe heirs of Livandais 1 
city, $250; for eight copies of met1 of 
hectare propesty fambhed to *
Attorney, $32.

P. H. Quinlan, for n e  
office of the City Attorney, .  
for alteration of gas fittings ini 
foe Superintendent of libfto 
approved, $3.

J. A, Massicot, for
fifteen convicts to fo e _______ _
$97 50; for mileage of three deputy s

Firemen’s Charitable Association, for 
amount doe them for the month of April, aa- 
per contract, $10,000. ”” •*

Mew Orleans Times, for eilniitlsliii 
licenses, etc., approved by foe Administra­
tor of Finance, f61. " i '',

Read twice and laid over. *
By Mr. Shaw:

An ordinance providing for the j 
foopgreral accounts and pay i

Be it ordained, That the following appro­
priations be and are hereby made for tbe- 
month of April, 1871, andr foot foe Ad­
minbtrator of Public Accounts warrant eat. 
the Administrator of Finance in payment, 
of the same; x Li-
Officers, clerks and employes ia the Departqgj 

meat of Police, viz:
Administrators’ offibe...................   $340.0(1
City Workhouse.......................   *008-81
Public pounds..............89880
City cemeteries. 38.1
City Park............................     68 (
Public squares................... j. . . . . .  455
Boys’ House of Refuge.
Girb’ House of Refuge..................  75 06
Burying dead and conveying sick

to hospital......................   100 08
Recorders’ Courts......................... 3058 9$

Total.
foe De-Officers. clerks and employes in 

partment of Improvements, viz: •
Department proper...................   $410 Of
Bureau of Wharves and Landings.. 388 $8
Bureau of City Drainage......... 188 08
Bureau Of Streets............... .-'398811'
Surveyor’s Department.................SOW. 18

teading to one he i 
In addition to-foe

of

sretae____ ____
and be has n secretary at

aad m
a clerk i

$<W> to assist him

Total.................. .. . . . . . io n s 13
Officers, clerks and employes in the

Department of Assessments........  3089 81
Officers, clerks and employes hi .

foe Department of Finance......... 1806 38
Officers, clerks and employes ia foe

Department of Commerce...............  9918 91
Officers, clerks and employes in 

thq office of foe City Attorney.... 1839 98 
Officers, clerks and employes ia the office 

of the Mayor, viz:
Mayor’s office... .. .........  ............ $815 88
City Council.................................. 198 88
City Hall building.....................  388 00

Total...... .........  .........$1345 00
Clarendon Davisson, for services

as Librarian................150 Oft
Mary Davisson, for services at

Assistant Librarian...... ..........  $0 $8*
H. Conquest Clarke, for service# * t

as Secretary of Council.. ’. ISO 08’ 
George E. Paris, for sendees m  ’ '

keeper ef archives...................... 390 Off
Officers, clerks and employes in foe De­

partment of Waterworks and PubBfr 
Buildings, viz: ’

General a®-*.....................
Waterworks office... ........
Waterworks proper... I......
Insane Aaylntn.. . . . . . . . . . . .
Courthouses........ .
Home of Aged and^nfirm..

Total..,......... . . . . . .
Sanitary Inspectors, City Physt jw-.At

cions; e tc ....... ........ 854reO ”
0. DeBoys, for adjusting accounts... 97$ 00
H. F. Bond, for same.............. . 100 00
Officers, clerks aad employee in 

the Department of Public Ac­
counts........................... . .........$9406 05

Salary of the Mayor and Adminis­
trators.....................V... 4195 00-

Tax bill makers, for w«H»r in­
dices in the Department ef Pi?
nance....................... ................. 079 08-
Read twice and laid ever.' ‘
By Mr. Shew: AA

An ordinance providing for thepaynen^r 
interest on balances doe oodtri 
reconstructing, extending and : 
wharves, etc.
Be it ordained, That interest at the r a b e t  

seven and three-tenths per eentper anama, 
'payable in “seven-thirty wharf certificates/’ 
be allowed Eager, Ellermaa & Ce. and 
Michael Carvin on balances due there state 
January, 1871, for reconstructing, —ttndinr ,-3
and repairing wharves, etc., th#»ir nroeantn ~ 
for said interest to be approved by foe Ad­
ministrator of Improvements. '

Rend twice and laid over.
By Mr. Shaw: ,
Setoleed. That foe City Attorney be ia- 

strnctedand required to enterai ' ‘ 
in suit Mo. IRSto, Baltimore? 
leans, in theUffo Dtotriet Court 
ing all claim to the prexerty in i 
foot said City Attorney h£ re< 
stituteqjeqtment suits againsti 
ent occupants.' #

In f orm fobewrintcd.-f 
By Mr. Shaw:

Accounts be, ^j^bthereb^author­
ised to settle with


