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REGULAR MEETING.

Citt Hall, » 
Hew Orleans, July 11,1B71. ?

The Council met in regular session at
noon.

Mayor Benj. P. Flanders, presided and 
there were present Administrators H. 
Bonzano (Assessments), John S. Walton 
{Finance), James Lewis (Police), P, C 
Eemick (Commerce), L. T. Delassize 
(Waterworks and Public Buildings), Alfred 
Shaw (Accounts), and John Cockrem (Im­
provements).

4 •ndilien af the lasaae Asylum.
The Mayor laid before the Council the 

.following message, stating it had been sug­
gested by a communication from the Ad­
ministrator of Public Buildings:

Matoealtt or New Orleans 
City Hall, July II, 18T1.

Administrators—1 deem it mv duty to 
call the special attention of the Council to 
the condition of the City Insane Asylum.

There are at present seventy-two males 
and seventy-five females, making a total of 
one hundred and forty-seven patients in 
that institution, who are crowded into fifty- 
two email rooms, built originally for cells— 
dark, damp and destitute ot ventilation.

The building contains no hospital and no 
Tnnenn of preventing violent maniacs from 
injuring themselves and others, except the 
lung-exploded, harsh and cruel resort to 
ropes, handcuffs and Straight jackets. There 
is bo classification of patients, and no pos­
sibility of adopting any remedial measures.

I recommend, in the interests of humanity, 
that steps be taken immediately to remove 
these unfortunate beings to a more suitable 
building.

BENJ. P. FLANDERS, Mayor.
Mr Bonzano moved that a committee be 

Âppointed at once to look round for some 
suitable place where these people could be 
put, so thrft they might be properly taken 
care of. He was told that the condition in 
which they were was perfectly shocking.

The Mayor and the Administrators of 
Assessments, Public Buildings and Police, 
were appointed a committee lor this pur­
pose.

M onthly R ep o rt.
Mr. Delassize presented bis monthly re­

port as follows:
Depaetrknt of Waterworki ard 1 

Public Buildings, July 1,1871. 5
4 To the Honorable B. F. Flanders, Mayor of tbe City 

of Mew Orleans.
During the past month nothing outside 

«f the ordinary routine of business claimed 
the attention of this department.

As to Waterworks, I have therefore 
merely to report:

The collections lor the month of June 
were: . •
"First Collection District for period

ending September 30, 1870....... $321 73
For period ending September 30,

I87K...................................  1877 61
Second Collection District for year 

f»- ending September 30, 1871....... 823 00

Total..............................$3,022 34

Gallons water pumped during
Jane............. ........ ......... 174,197,640

Hours worked.......................  >136
Coal consumed (barrels)........ 2013

INSANE ASYLUM.

I took occasion, in my yearly report in 
relation to the Insane Asylum, to call at­
tention to the utter unappropriateness of 
the present asylum building for the pur- 

■ (loses for which it is used. I would again 
tfrge on you, as the chief magistrate of the 
city, to take the initiative in some measure 
having for its object the removal of tbe in­
sane to the State asylum, or to some other 
suitable quarters. The number oi patients 
is daily increasing, being at present but a 
Jew less than in the State institution, while 
the accommodation bears no comparison 
whatever. The following is the expense 
summary:

GENERAL OFFICE.

Salaries...................................  $383 30
£xpenses.................................  30 50

WATERWORKS.

\ Salaries...................................  3,002 45
Material, etc. ..... '...............  1,279 54

INSANE ASYLUM.

Salaries.............     470 00
Provisions, groceries, clothing.....  1,742 00

HOME OF AGED AND INFIRM.

Salary.....................................  50 00
Rent, provisions, groceries, etc---  293 28

COURTHOUSES.
Salaries...................................  200 00
Rent and repairs.......................  454 25

MARKET AND 8CHOOLHOUSES.
..........................  1,274 00.Repairs.

'.Repairs
PARISH PRISON.

497 40

70 06
CITY HALL.

loe and gas fixtures...............
Public sinks................  375 00
Support of orphans...........    7,378 50

Total.................................$17,500 28
L. T. DELASSIZE. Administrator.

A p p ro p r ia t io n s .

The expense ordinance of the Department 
of Assessments for June was passed, with 
the addition of an item of William Kerston, 
stamps, $18 75.

The expense ordinance of the Depart­
ment of Commerce for June was passed.

The sundry expense ordinance concerning 
-James A. Gresham, introduced by Mr. 
Bhaw last week, and then printed, was 
passed.

Claims of Norbert Trepagnier, $1200 70, 
and J. A. Masicot, $5431 85, were referred 
to the Mayor, with power.

The expense ordinance of the Department 
of Waterworks for June was adopted.

Claims of G. P. Fernald, clerk of the 
’.Fourth District Court, laid over last week, 
were passed, and referred to the Mayor, 
with power.

By Mr. Shaw:
An ordinance providing for the payment

of the several accounts therein named.
Be it ordained that the following appro­

priations be and are hereby made, aud that 
the Administrator of Public Accounts war- 
trmnt on the Administrator of Finance in 
ywymeut of the same :
“̂ Patrick Creagh, Coroner First, Fourth, 
Fifth and Sixth districts, for inquests, views 
and burials for the month of June, 1871, 
$834.

James T. Jackson. Coroner Second and 
Third districts, for inquests, views and 
burials for the month of June, 1871, $511.

S. F. Siskron, for bill approved by the 
'Department of Public Accounts, $60.

A. Brousseau Sl Co., curtains fortheoffic- 
of the City Attorney, approved, $11 91.

Tbe New Orleans Bee, for advertising 
/notice of tbe opening of Union street, ap­
proved by the commissioners, $60.

8. F. Siskron, law books for the office ef 
Ihe City Attorney, approved, $42.

J. H. Peters, opening lock of iron gate, 
and making key lor same, Department of 
.Public Accounts, $1 50.

John Bietry, for furnishing materials and 
building sides and bottoms for bridges on 
St. Charles avenue, approved bv tbe Ad­
ministrator of Improvements, $4G6 80.

P. H. Quinlan, gas fittings for tbe office 
ef the fire alarm telegraph, approved by 
Ihe Superintendent. $67 40.

J. A. Masicot, Criminal Sheriff of the 
parish of Orleans, for costs and fees in sun­
dry cases in the month of June, as per bill 

•̂ approved by the Judge of the First District 
Court, $1827 50.

New Orleans Republican, for advertising 
Bead job work for toe Department of Public 
^Accounts, examined and approved, $106.

Mew Orleans Republican, for advertising

ordinances for the month of June, examined 
ind approved, $246.

New Orleans Republican, for advertising 
pro]K>sals for the Department of Improve­
ments, examined and approved, $87.

John S. Walton, for cash advanced far 
law charges, ete., as per vouchers attached, 
$472 70.

Chapsk.v Sc Teetzell, two card stamps for 
the Department of Public Accounts, $30. 

Read twice and laid over.
By Mr. Shaw:

An ordinance appropriating money to de­
fray the expenditures of the Department 
of Improvements for the month of June,
1871.
Be it ordained by the Council of the city 

of New Orleans, That the following sums of 
money, or so much thereof as may be neces­
sary. are herebr appropriated to defray the 
expenditures ot* the Department of Improve­
ments. for the month of June, 1871, and that 
the Administrator of Public Accounts draw 
his warrants on the Administrator of Finance 
in payment of (he same:

DEPARTMENT PltO rER .

W. D. Ash, reimbursement.. $12 30 
W. K. Spearing, liverv of 

horse.. ......................  50 00- $62 30
BUREAU OF STREETS.

E. D. White, repairing 
paved streets. Third
Ward, for April, 1871---$791 66 .

E. D. White, repairing 
paved streets. Third
Ward, for May, 1871...... 791 66

E. D. White, repairing 
paved streets, Third
Ward, for June, 1871.....  791 66

N. Connell, sidewalks on
Felicity street............... 108 45

John Coleman, intersec­
tions......................        187 51

John Bietry, intersections 62 50 
John Bietry, extra work on

St. Charles street.......... 416 52
John Bietry, extra work on

St. Charles street..........  467 80
H[asuiu & Pooley, lumber... 499 75 
Husain Sl Pooley, lumber.. 485 62 
Hasam Sc Pooley, luml»er.. 494 35 
Hasam Sc Pooley, lumber... 21 50 
Hasam Sc. Pooley, lumber... 77 37 
Hasam & Pooley, lumber... 80 00 
Hasam Sc Pooley, lumber... 300 00 
Nieolo Miglioro, oyster

shells...'......................  25 20
New Orleans Manufactur­

ing and Building...Com­
pany, brick-bats............ 40 00

S. Rise, oyster shells......... 16 80
W. F. Hodgkins, water bar­

rels and buckets............ 7 50
T. J. Ernler, blacksmith

work............................  20 25
Lawrence Duffy, bridge

plates.......................... 107 50
M. CondraD, ovster shells.. 45 00
W. Henry, bnllqst.............371 25
W. Henry, oyster and lake

shells...........................  96 00
Blake Sc. Tower, brooms and

nails............................  27 05
Folger & Co., hardware.... 161 63
Folger Sc Co., hardware__ 440 54
Folger Sc Co., hardware.... 231 10
E. Talla, cypress wood.....  100 00
Samuels Sc Oliver, lumber. 250 00 
Samuels &. Oliver, lumber. 250 00 
Samuels & Oliver, lumber. 289 90 
Samuels dt Oliver, lumber. 305 35 
Samuels Sl Oliver, lumber. 253 33 
Samuels Sl Oliver, lumber. 309 01 
Samuels Sc Oliver, lumber. 277 60 
Francis Noel, reut of office,

Third District.............  20 00
Frank Vouder Huur. rent of 

office, Fourth District . 25 00
J. Draseovitcb, rent of of­

fice, Second District....... 30 00
A. De Monasterio, rent of

depot......................   20 00
Weed Sl Kelly, for station­

ery............................. 159 25
John W. Madden, for sta­

tionery........................ 110 25—9565 86
BUREAU OF WHARVES AND LANDINGS.

E. L. Cope, towing and re­
moving nuisance boats... 407 91 

Gubernator Sl Terry, tim­
ber.............................  49 85

Samuels & Oliver, lumber.. 252 41 
Blake Sc Tower, buckets

and rope...................... 10 50
M. Condran, ovster shells.. 350 55 
Folger Sl Co., hardware.... 3 00—1074 21

BUREAU OF CITY'DRAINAGE.

Folger & Co., hardware.... 108 99
Bridge Sl Son, lime.........  96 50
Lawrence Duffy, iron cast­

ings..........................    379 50
Lawrence Duffy, iron cast­

ings............................ 15 00
Thomas Murphy, scantling

and boards.................. 12 00
Field Sl Bell, coal............  419 54
Field Sl Bell, coal............  416 10
Field & Bell, coal............  367 16
Field & Bell, coal............  189 80
Hasam & Poolev. lumber. 1730 59 
G. A. Moffitt, hauling pumps 30 00 
Lawrence Duffy, repair of

boilers...... .'..............  495 00
J. L. Gubernator Sl Terry,

hauling.........................210 00
O. V. Waggner, bricks.....  248 00
O. V. Waggner, bricks.....  312 00
Hasam Sc Pooley, lumber.. 493 47 
Hasam & Pooley, lumber... 171 34 
Louis Gagnet, judgment in 

Fourth District Court... 500 00—6194 99 
surveyor’s department.

Henry Birrcher, for sun­
dries........................... 52 00

George W. Homan, repair
to blinds........................16 50

John W. Madden, station- 
erv....................   58 25 —126 75

20 50
21 45
38 75

51 07

Total................................$17,024 11
Read twice and laid over.
By Mr. Shaw:

An ordinance appropriating money to de­
fray tbe expenditures of the Department 
of Police, for the month of June, 1871.
Be it ordained. That the following sums, 

or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
are hereby appropriated to defray the ex­
penditures of the Departmert of Police for 
month of June, 1871, and that the Adminis­
trator of Public Accounts draw his war­
rants on the Administrator of Finance in 
payment of tbe same:

administrator’s office .
New Orleans Republican,

advertising.............. $16 00
John W. Madden, sta­

tionery ..............   33 75— $49 75
CITY WORKHOUSE.

Field & Bell, fuel........ 7 50
J. J. Harrison, repairs to 

kitchen, furniture,etc.,
John D. Marlin, forage.
Michael Bowen, milk,

vegetables, etc........
Barrett & Wiemann, 

carpenters' and black­
smiths’ furniture......

C. L'Hote. lumber....... 53 00
Vizard Sl Wilmuth, wood

and sand. ...............  68 00
John D. Maclin, forage. 143 15 
Louis Rucli, fresh beef.. 220 00 
Daniel Moriarty, groce­

ries ana provisions.... 306 88— 930 30
BOYS' HOUSE OF REFUGE.

Barre Jacques, milk__ 18 00
M rs. C. Fleckinger, veg­

etables.................... 45 00
Vizard Sl Wilmuth, wood

and charcoal.............  73 25
Louis Ruch, fresh beef.. 225 00
Victor Pessou, flour for

the bakery............... 273 00
Victor Pessou, flour for

the bakery..............  280 50
Victor Pessou, groceries 

and provisions...........  301 93— 1,216 68
GIRLS’ HOUSE OF REFUGE.

Barrett Sc Wiemann,
knives and forks.......  11 35

Vizard Sc Wilmuth, wood
and oharcoal............  12 50

John W. Madden, school
books, etc...............  15 65

C. E. Dirmeyer, wood.. 18 00 
Louis Rueh, fresh beef.. 22 50 
Victor Pessou, groceries

and provisions.......... 56 44
L. H. Gardner, clothing, 

etc., for inmates....... 90 74— 227 18
LIGHTING CITY.

W. J. Behan, lighting
city with oil............. 3,931 88

Jefferson City Gas Com­
pany, lighting Sixth
Distriot with gas...... 1,381 00

New Orleans Gaslight 
Company, lighting city 
"ith gas..................13,765 25-19,078 13

I ............*
V A RISE PRISON.

W. J. KeTly, medical 
supplies.................  65 55— 65 55

PUBLIC SqUARBS.

Barrett Sc Wiemann.
lamp black, etc........  310 00— 310 00

r e c o r d e r s ’ c o u r t s .

First District—.
John W.Madden, blanks, 

blank books and sta­
tionery ................... 123 25
Third District—

John W. Madden, blank
books.....................  20 00
Fourth, District—

G. R. Farisli, patent lock 4 00
Crescent City Ice Com­

pany, ice...........   16 00
John W. Madden, blank 

books and stationery 77 25
Fifth District—

John W. Madden, sta- .
tionery ...................  10 00
Sixth District—

B. Campbell, expenses 
for taking prisoner* to
Srison.....................  H CO

u W. Madden, blank 
books and stationery.. 31 75— 293 85

PUBLIC POUNDS.

First District—
James Wright, rent--- 30 00
New Orleans Repub­

lican, advertisement
in June, 1871.........  6 00
Second District—

New Orleans Repub­
lican, advertisement
in May, 1871...........  14 00

New Orlea*s Repub 
lican, advertisement
in June, 1871.......... 19 00

John R. Clay, rent__ 60 04*
Third Distinct—

New Orleans Repub­
lican, advertisement
in May, 1871.........  14 *>

J. Simon, rent............  12 00
Fourth District—

New Orleans Repub­
lican, advertisement
in Mav, 1871.........  24 00

James Coyle, rent---  30 60
Fifth District—

New Orleans Repub­
lican, advertisement
hi June, 1871.......... 4 00

Charles Pillman, rent... 15 04*
Sixth District—

New Orleans Repub­
lican. advertisement
in May, 1871..........  10 00

New Orleans Repub­
lican, advertisement
in June, 1871.......... 12 00

Ursin Casiniere, rent 
from May 9 to June 9,
1871........................  15 50

Ursin Casiniere. rent 
from June 9 to June 
30, 1871...................  10 50— 267 00

BURYING INDIGENT DEAD AND CONVEYING 
SICK TO HOSPITAL.

L. Guillaud. burying 
James Washington 10 00

Mrs. M. Johnson, medi­
cines supplied in the 
Fifth District during
May, 1871................ 15 00

Mrs. M. Johnson, medi­
cines supplied in the 
Fifth District in Feb­
ruary, 1871.............. 15 65

R. Lono, medicines sup­
plied in the Fifth Dis 
trict during June,
1871........................ 50 10— 90 75

Total......................... ...$22,222 29
Read twice and laid over.
By Mr. Shaw:
Rcsolctd. That tbe sum of one hundred 

and forty-five dollars be and the same is 
hereby appropriated and made special 
order, to purchase one Excelsior horse 
mower for use in the public squares, and 
that the Administrator of Public Accounts 
warrant on the Department of Finance in 
favor of G. W. Sizer, for the above amount. 

Adopted.
By Mr. Shaw:

An ordinance to provide the payment 
of the several accounts therein Darned. 
Be it ordained That the following ap­

propriations be aud are hereby made, and 
that the Administrator- of Public Accounts 
warrant on the Administrator of Finance in 
payment of Ihe same.

John Klein, jury warrants, $108.
J. F. Campson, jury warrant, $72.
Owen Bruen. jury warrant, $54.
R. L. McMurao, jury warrants. $498. 
Adopted.
By Mr Shaw:

An ordinance providing for the payment of 
the account tlrerein named.

Be it ordained, That the following appro­
priation be and is hereby made, and that 
tbe Administrator of Public Accounts war­
rant on the Administrator of Finance in 
payment of the same: 

i .  L. McMurdo, jury warrants, $1100. 
Read twice ana laid over.
By Mr. Shaw:

An ordinance to provide for the settlement 
of acconnts therein named.

Be it ordained, That the Administrator 
of Public Accounts be and he is hereby 
authorized to settle with the holders of the 
following claims, at the option of said 
holders, by the issue of certificates under 
ordinance No. 882, Administration series.

Lcsftssier Sl Binder, transferees of Ga­
briel Correjolles, for amount of percentage 
retained as guaranteed. $548 31.

J. B. Ratto, ice for Insane Asylum, Octo­
ber, 1869, $15.
• J. B. Ratto. ice for Insane Asylum, Au­
gust, 1869, $15 50.

J. B. Ratto, ice for Insane Asylum. July, 
1869, $15 50.

John Coleman, for percentage retained as 
guarantee by the city on square hlock pav 
ing of Esplanade street, from Peters to Gal­
vez streets, $1945 17.

John Coleman, for percentage retained as 
guarantee by the city on the square block 
paving of Rampart street, $1902 61.

Approved by the Administrator of Im- 
nrovement* lor settlement under ordinance 
No. 882, Administration series.

Read twice and laid over.
By Mr. Shaw:

An ordinance to pay the Bank of New Or­
leans current inrerest on its advances.
Be it ordained by the Council of the city 

of New Orleans, That the Administrator of 
Public Accounts warrant on the Adminis­
trator of Finance in favor of tbe Bank of 
New Orleans for fourteen thousand three 
hundred and ninety-one dollars and ten 
cents, being the amount of interest accrued 
to date on its cash advanced to the city of 
three hundred thousand dollars.

Adopted.
Mr. Shaw called up the claims of Gabriel 

Correjolles, parsed once, but held over on 
aeconnt of some interrogatories propounded 
to the city, and moved that the warrant 
■ow issue, and be referred to the Mayor 
with power.

Adopted.
The Lake Front Levee—Committee Re­

ports.
The Mayor and Administrator of Finance 

presented the following majority report of 
the Committee on Drainage:

Citt >
New Orleans, July 11, X871. 5

To the City Council of New Orleans:
The undersigned, members of the com­

mittee or drainage, report that measures 
have been adopted to make the line of 
the Metairie and GentHl.v ridges a perfect 
security against overflow from the lake 
by putting flood gates in the canals 
and strengthening the canal levees, and 
that we deem it inexpedient and unneces­
sary at present to enter upon the extensive 
work of a levee in the lake. The works al­
ready commenced are as much as the city 
can undertake, and more than it can pay 
for, at the present time, at the prices 
charged by the Mexican Gulf Canal Com­
pany.

When the subject af setting this company 
to work under the law ot the Legislature 
was first agitated it was unanimously de­
clared by the Council, on the motion of the 
Administrator of Public Accounts, that the

lkbsv  I, i! ,  . „ I M I i i » a 8 B B a a e g g a B

works laid down were “far beyond present 
exigencies,’’ and “far beyofld our present 
resources for payment.” If this was the 
case then, as it undoubtedly was, how much 
less able is tbe eity to meet these “enor­
mous and unknown amounts” to-day, when 
heavy judgments have been given against 
the city, when the anticipated revenues 
from licenses have fallen off a hundred 
thousand dollars, from markets fifty thou­
sand dollars, and in other anticipated re­
sources considerable deficiencies exist; 
when five-eighths of one per cent of 
the tax relied on has been declared 
illegal, and when, in the mean­
time. none qf the ordinary expenses of 
the city have been diminished, but on 
the contrary, have been largely increased. 
It is believed that for the balance of the 
year there will be no money to pay the cur. 
rent expenses ol the city. All its expendi­
tures and all the salaries of its officers will 
have to be met by the issuance of certifi­
cates of indebtedness, which will be thrust 
upon the streets at a large depreciation 
(they are now at twenty-five per cent), and 
whatever is to be paid to the Mexican Gulf 
Canal Company for the construction of this 
levee must be in an issue of pa()er, which 
will also be thrust upon the market, and 
thus accelerate very greatly the downward 
tendency of city securities. In this aspect 
of affairs it seems the very height of folly to 
enter upon a work of this magnitude at the 
present time.

It may be said that the law requires this 
thiDg to be done. Tbe law requires many 
things to be done, upon some of which the 
company have already been set to work 
with sufficient promptitude to comply with 
the strict terms of the law, by causing them 
no unnecessary delay. They are now en­
gaged in widening the existing draining 
canals to a sufficient capacity to thoroughly 
drain the city by the aid of the new ma­
chinery already ordered by the Council for 
that purpose. This, with the protection af 
forded by the strengthened ridges, the flood' 
gates and the raised banks of the canals, will 
afforded the city all the drainage and pro' 
tection needed or practicable at present.

The city can not l>e expected to perform 
impossibilities when all the means and re­
sources at her disposal have been cut off. 
In the ordinance by which the Mississippi 
and Mexican Gulf Canal Company were 
originally set to work, it is laid down—

That the city expressly declares and 
notifies the Mississippi and Mexican Gulf 
Canal Company that it does not waive its 
right freely to contract for the work of 
excavating the canalB aud erecting the 
levees required, with the said company, or 
any other party, as may hereafter appear 
to the best advantage of tbe city; and that 
the directing or allowing the said company 
to enter upon and perform any portion ot 
the said work laid down is not to be con­
sidered as implying their exclusive right to 
its performance*and completion, or U> con­
tinuing tbe same further or otherwise than 
during the pleasure nf the Council. The 
said company is further notified that such 
work, and no other, as shall be performed 
with the consent and approval of the 
Council, will be settled for as hereinafter 
provided.

We recommend that the city avail itself 
of the powers thus reserved, and proceed 
with no other works at the present time 
than those absolutely necessary, and which 
have been actually entered upon.

BENJ. F. FLANDERS, Mayor.
JOHN S. WALTON,

Administrator of Finance.
The Administrator of Improvements pre­

sented the following minority report:
Department o r Improvements, I

July li, um. 5
To tbe City Council of New Orleans:

The undersigned believing that, under 
the act of the Legislature, No. 30, entitled 
“An act to provide for the drainage of New 
Orleans,'' it is made the imperative duty of 
this board to proceed as promptly as pos­
sible to lay out the lines aud directions of 
the levee for the protection of the city from 
overflow from the lake, and the other work 
required to be done by the Mississippi aud 
Mexican Gulf Canal Company, and that 
the interest and security of the city demand 
such action on their part, begs to report 
that he has had under consideration the 
the resolution of the hoard passed at its 
last session, to the following purport: 

Resolred. That the committee on drainage 
prepare a plan for the construction of a pro­
tection levee on or near the lake shore, 
which, after being approved by the Council, 
shall be the guide for the contractor and 
surveyor, under the direction of Adminis­
trator of Improvements, in the construction 
of the work.

After mature deliberation of the plans 
and views submitted to him, the nnder- 
signed has concluded that the safest, most 
practical and permanent plan for a lake 
shore protection levee is one which, com­
mencing at Upperline protection levee, ex­
tending out in the lake to a depth of not 
over one foot of water at low tide, running in 
an easterly direction along the lake shore 
to intersect the proposed lower line protec­
tion levee below the Pontchartrain railroad- 

JOHN COCKREM,
Administrator of Improvements.

Mr. Shaw moved that the minority re­
port be approved by the Council, and on 
that motion called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Cockrem seconded the motion.
Mr. Bonzano, as a preliminary, suggested 

that both reports be received and printed.
Mr. Shaw said of course he accepted that 

as an amendment to his motion.
[Mr Lewis called to the chair.]
Mr Shaw: In moving the approval of 

this report. I have one regret and that is 
that the report iB not thoroughgoing enough.
I would much rather we commenced be­
tween the Bayou St. John and the New 
canal, and performed the whole work as 
quickly as possible. The part to be com­
menced upon, according to this report, is 
not, in my opinion, as important as the 
other part, but I will vote for any part of 
this protection levee. I vote for the minority 
report simply because it does mean doing 
something, while the report of the majority 
does not indicate doing anything at all. The 
committee appear desirous, like the Mayor 
on a former occasion, of doing me unde­
served honor by thrusting on the attention 
of the Council, my earliest impressions on 
this subject. In regard to my course in 
this matter, I have nothing to regret— 
nothing at least except my own imperfect 
knowledge of these things. When a great 
work was brought to my attention, which 
we imperfectly understood, I wished to 
throw around the city all the safeguards, 
and all the guarantees I could. I wished 
these parties to understand that the city 
had certain rights, and that if they did not 
perform their functions with proper speed; 
if they did not come up to time on their 
work; if they neglected any of their obliga­
tions to the city; or if their contract, here­
after, appeared to this or any other Council 
to the disadvantage of the city, we reserved 
our powers; but, my purpose was not to de­
teat this protection levee. As a preliminary 
step, I made a motion that tbe company 
should be notified that the city reserved 
certain powers. I made that motion 
with a singleness of purpose, for the inter­
ests of this city, and I hope to-day that this

work will be carried out with that same sin­
gleness of purpose. If I find the company 
are not sufficiently prompt; that they do 
not put sufficient machinery and boats to 
work; or, if this contract with them should 
prevent our executing this great work with 
equal advantage as it could be done with 
others, I reserve to the city its rights. 
I am obliged to say this because 
there seems a constant reiteration and 
throwing back to me of my own expressed 
opinions on tbis subject. I admit 1 entered 
on this with an insufficient knowledge of 
this subject, and that my knowledge even 
now is not great, but our duties are great, 
and if the Council does not do them it vio* 
lates an express statute. The statute says, 
do so. We are not lawmakers here. We 
-are told to do a thing, and it is that for mi 
to consider. We know that the majority of 
the people want tliia. thing done, and we 
know that in comparison to the disadvan­
tages of entering into this thing at the 
present time, the advantages are very great; 
and I think it is our duty, considering the 
whole situation, considering every thing 
that can be said pro and con, to go straight 
forward and perform this work. If we do 
that, we certainly will be excused; if we do 
not do it, we will be blamed. I vote for the 
minority report because it indicates to a 
certain extent the performance of the in­
structions laid down by the law. I vote 
against the majority report because it indi­
cates an unwillingness to carry out the pur­
poses of the law.

Mr. Bouzano: If I understand the minor­
ity rejrnrt it provides lor a protection levee 
one foot in the water at low tide. That 
implies a levee which will require revet­
ments either of iron or of wood or oi some 
other solid substance which cun resist the 
action of the waves. I have never yet 
been able to bring my mind to advocate a 
levee in the lake, with the exception of an 
experiment of twenty-three hundred feet 
from the upjier line levee of the New canal, 
which, in conference with members of the 
Council, I gave my consent to support. But 
as for building the whole levee front one 
foot out in the water at low tide, which 
may involve five feet of water at high tide, 
and a constant knocking of the waves 
against it, I am not prepared to indorse 
anything of the kind.

The Mayor: I ask the indulgence of the 
Council aud its pardon lor taking the floor 
to discuss this question, hut I deem it 
my duty to oppose the course recommended 
by the Administrator of Public Accounts. 
The gentlemen has said that if we do not 
go on to do this work—or rather that the 
attempt of the majority of the committee 
to delay and retard this work, is an attempt 
to violate an express legal enactment, and 
an attempt to disobey the instructions of 
the law. I do not like to come upon the 
gentleman too frequently by quoting his 
real opinions, though he certainly declared 
this a most outrageous work, one impossible 
to perform—one which he declared the city 
had no means to carry out. He does not 
like to have these things alluded to, hut I 
hope he will not object to my allusion to 
his opinions on this very point of the 
validity of the law, as expressed in an 
ordiuance which he himself wrote, which 
he himself Toted for and insisted on, and 
which he carried through the Council over 
my veto. Here it is:

W hereas, The Council of the city deems 
certain portions of 6aid bill to put in ques­
tion the right of the city to the proper con­
trol of its drainage system and its right 
voluntarily to contract for the work, and 
agree upon a price for the same, and does 
not recoguize the validity or constitution­
ality of the said act in certain of its parts.

Please tell me why we have not the right 
to oppose a law which he voted for then, 
and carried over my veto, was not constitu­
tional or valid. Therefore—

The city expressly declares and notifies 
the Mississippi and Mexican Gulf Canal 
Company that it does not waive its right 
freely to contract for the work of excavat­
ing the canals and erecting the levees re­
quired, with the said company, or any other 
party, as may hereafter appear to tbe best 
advantage of the eity.

This the gentleman voted for not six 
week* ago, and now he tells us we are 
attempting to violate the law because we 
say the same thing. In this ordinance’ 
written by the gentleman, sustained by the 
gentleman with all his acumen, all his elo­
quence, and all his ability, and they are not 
small, as we all know, he declares thus: 
That the city reserves the right hereafter to 
contest, at law or otherwise—wbat is the 
meaning of otherwise ? Any portion of this 
bill, whenever it may appear to the ad­
vantage of tbe eity, I think that “hereafter" 
has come now. We are now discussing this 
very question. It is exactly such an exi­
gency as is contemplated by the ordinance, 
and yet the gentleman comes here and op­
poses our taking this new departure. In 
the ordinance which he wrote, which he 
voted for twice, and' which he carried with 
so much eclat over my veto, he says:

That the city expressly reserves the right, 
at any time hereafter, to contest, at law or 
otherwise, the constitutionality or validity 
of act No. 30 of the legislative Session of 
1871. or any portion thereof, and notifies the 
Mississippi and Mexican Gulf Canffl Com­
pany accordingly.

I take the gentleman’s own words, and 
contend that it is for the interest oi the city 
to stop here, and to limit the work to what 
has been done. The city has already a safe 
protection levee in the ridge. There has 
never been an overflow except by the holes 
cut in the ridge, or by the coming down of 
the Mississippi river. I proclaim if there 
is a protection levee needed to be built it is 
above the city, against the Mississippi river.
I say. further, that this protection levee is for 
the benefit of speculators, of gentlemen 
who own lots beyond the ridge. I say here, 
it is a large speculation of Messrs. Noyes, 
Bussey and Lafayette Folger, by which they 
buy hundreds of thousands of acres of land, 
be drained by this canal, and so to make 
them independently rich. I say, moreover, 
it is going to depreciate the city’s securities 
from this time out. Since that declaration 
of the Supreme Court, we will be obliged 
for the future to pay all our expenditures, 
including the salaries of employes, in paper. 
That paper is now at a depreciation of twen­
ty-five per cent. Throw fifty or a hundred 
thousand dollars more of the paper of this 
company on the market and where will 
your securities bet Down to forty and fifty 
cents on the dollar. Then there is the 
police. I think their action is irregular, 
but if we should be obliged to pay them, 
why there is nothing left. Their paper wilj 
depreciate, and they will come upon us as 
they did before, and ask us to make up the 
discount; and if we make up the discount 
for the Metropolitan Police, why should not 
other officials have the right to be reim­
bursed the discount which they are obliged 
to pay through our mismanagement in not 
not economizing and retrenching? It is the 
wildest thing possible to think of entering 
on this work at the present time. No man 
in his own business could do suoh a thing 
and borrow ten dollars on his note in any 
shaving shop in the city, and I am Bur- 
prised that one so frugal, far-sighted

-

j and cautious in the management of his 
ow» affairs as the Administrator of Ac­
counts, should go so recklessly forward 
when other people’s money is concerned. 
In dealing out the expenditures ot 
other people he should be as frugal as 
in his own. No man doubts his ca. 
parity, no man doubts his ability, no man 
has questioned his honesty; but that 
a man should come before this Council, with 
the city on the very verge of bankruptcy, 
with its paper flooding the streets, with 
three months’ arrears of current expenses 
to meet and diminished resources to do it 
on—that when he says in his own ordinance 
we are not bound by tbis law, should now 
come before the Council and say that, in 
opposing this scheme, we are going in the 
face of a legal enactment, is to me incom­
prehensible. Where is his consistency 1 If 
he believed when lie wrote this ordinance 
that the law was unconstitutional—and 1 
can not suppose but what he was sincere— 
why does he not say so now. when the eity 
is being overwhelmed by Noyes, .Bussey Sc 
Co.? Instead of driving the city into bank' 
ruptey why don’t this company finish their 
Mexican Gulf Canal, winch they told us a 
year ago was going to double the commerce 
of the city, and yet, after letting the State 
in for four hundred and eighty thousand 
dollars, it is not half done now ? I pass 
now to another point. This levee, being 
placed by Mr. Bell out in the lake, renders 
necessary a revetment to keep the mud up. 
Who is to do that! Not the Mexican Gulf 
Canal Company. We are to do it. The plan 
of the surveyor is to use iron. What will 
that cost! I want to call the attention of the 
Council to this fact, that in the bills laid 
before tbe Council this very day for shells 
sixty-two cents and a half, I think, was the 
lowest bid". Six months ago, when this 
Council first came in, we got bids at forty- 
two and forty-three cents. Here we have 

.a difference of fifty per cent, owing to the 
discredit that is falling on the city. After 
a year and a half of office, with all the en­
couragement we have received, we have 
not only fuiled to restore the credit of the 
city, but find ourselves in the ridiculous 
position of being worse off than when we 
started. If we have to get this iron, where 
is it? Not in New Orleans. If you have to 
go abroad for it and are asked: “Do you 
pay cash ? ” and answer, as you must, “No, 
we don’t expect to pay for a year," I do not 
hesitate to say you can not get bids from 
responsible parties for less than fifty per 
cent over what it ought to cost. I have 
spoken with great zeal because I consider 
that to pursue this line of policy w ill drive 
the city to ruin. There is no prudence, there j 

is no sense in it! I thank the Administrator 
of Accounts for this ordinance which says 
we do not relinquish our rights to contest at 
law or otherwise this bill. How is he 
going to get over that ? Does lie mean now 
to say we are bound by this law when he 
says in tbe ordinance we are not ? If it is 
not law, then coiffes a question, is it a mat­
ter of necessity ? I have already shown it 
is the rankest folly to enter on such a work 
at such a time. Thirteen thousand dollars 
have already been paid to this company. 
Thirteen thousand dollars floated on the 
street like a puff. Look at the condition of 
your own ten per cent bonds. Only fifty 
thousand dollars worth have yet been 
issued, aud there are a million nine 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
more to come. Yet they are quoted on the 
streets at only 92. Was there ever such a 
position of shameless discredit as that now 
occupied by tbe city of New Orleans, sit­
ting at the finest location for commerce on 
the American continent, and its credit down 
to such a point that its ten per cent bonds 
bring only 92 ? When you have put the 
other nineteen hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars on the market what will be tbe con­
dition of the city ? 1 would like tbe gentle­
man to answer this.

Mr. Shaw: I did not intend to make any 
an8 wer, but as the Mayor insists upon it, I 
will endeavor to give him such a one as the 
occasion calls for. I can not travel over all 
the ground the Mayor has traversed: some 
.ot his remarks, 1 think, do not need answer­
ing. The Mayor has made some comments 
upon my first impressions of this matter.

The Mayor: No. These are your second 
impressions.

Mr. Shaw: He blames me for changing 
my impressions, and, at the same time, 
thanks me for the ordinance which he 
vetoed. I think this is a proof that lie him­
self has changed his impressions. He put 
in a tremendous veto against the ordinance. 
We passed it by five to two, and now he 
says, “I thank you.”

The Mayor: For that one thing.
Mr. Shaw: When we came into office we 

had no control over the drainage ot the 
city, although there was a sounding clause 
in the charter that the Administrator of 
Improvements should have a general con­
trol over all drainage matters. The real j 
jurisdiction lay between the old drainage 
commissioners and the Ship Island
Canal Company. We had nothing to 
do with it for good or for ill. 
We could not affect the question 
one way or the other—oould not control 
the drainage funds, and practically, had no 
power at all. But the late Legislature 
passed an act, No. 30, of the session of 1871, 
which gave us a great deal to do. One of 
the first things was to construct a protec­
tion levee round the rear of this city. This 
thing came upon us as a surprise. It came 
to the Mayor with a formal notice, and it 
became my duty to read that notice and 
this act together. This act imposed upon 
us the duty of constructing some fourteen 
or fifteen miles of levee. Naturally 
enough, I felt cautious, and I moved 
a resolution intimating that we reserved 
our powers on this subject. That we 
reserved the right of contracting with other 
people, and, generally, of acting for our 
own advantage. This was my first impulse 
on this subject. Something has happened 
since then which tells us what is our duty 
in relation to the inundations of New Or­
leans. The ordinance which the Mayor has 
quoted appoints a committee composed of 
the Mayor and Administrators of Improve­
ments and Finance, gentlemen in whom we 
all have confidence, and directs them to lay 
out those works which are imperativelv 
necessary. It is a question which now re. 
curs to us: Wbat is necessary l It is mv 
conviction that a protection levee is neces­
sary. It is not only declard so by this 
act, but by my own convictions, 
by my own observations and by 
the events which have happened
since this act passed. 1 believe that the 
majority ol men who have examined this 
matter have come to the conclusion that 
this should not be delayed. It is true, as 
tbe Mayor has reminded you, that I reserved 
the power to reject what was not necessary; 
but, does that conflict with my conclusion 
that this is necessary? The question is, 
whether we should delay this thing or not. 
The majority of the committee say delay; the 
minority say, go to work, and I anrwith the 
minority, and am in favor ot building this

levee from the beginning to the end, laid 
down in the law. If my first impressions 
were imperfect, I am willing to be 
taught by the light of experience. 
The Mayor indy rend them over from 
now to doomsday, and shall not pre­
vent my voting as I think proper. I have 
proved him thrice inconsistent. He comes 

. here and thanks me for an ordinance which 
he vetoed a few weeks ago, and came down 
from his seat and spoke against in the most 
vehement manner for hours together. I 
am very glad I have pot into sliajie an 
ordinance which the Mayor subsequently 
approved. It is an honor I did not expect 
But what has my humble course got to do 
with the acts of the Legislature, or with 
the progress of events which teach us the 
danger of delay ? A large portion of thi* 
city has been flooded since then, and may 
be again. He argues that because certain 
iu ward defenses may possibly answer the 
purpose of preventing another over­
flow, that we are to stop, and do 
nothing more. I say let us go on and 
I*eriorm both of these works. Money has 
been expended at different times in this city 
on solid improvements, aiid I don’t know 
that the city has ever iujured its credit by 
performing works which the interest of the 
city demanded. The whole of this work' 
will cost for excavation $553,000. I have 
gone through the calculation in my office, 
and that is the cost of the whole thing 
abont which the Mayor makes such a tug- 
a-boo. All the iron we can use for all the 
work this year will not hurt this city. A 
hundred thousand dollars will buy all the 
iron we will require this year. I hold that 
notwithstanding any difference there may 
be in the price of the iron, we have no right 
to put off this work on that account. The 
aggregate cost of the levee will be five hun­
dred and fifty thousand dollars. The iron 
may probably cost four hundred and forty- 
seven thousand dollars. Put these Together 
and they make a million dollars, and the 
Mexican Gulf Canal Company have agreed 
to take city bonds in payment of this work 
at prices greater than the market value; 
and you know what interest at the rate ot 
eight per cent per annum is. Eight per 
cent per annum on one million of dollars is 
eighty thousand dollars. That is all the 
Mayor is making this fuss about. I hope 
that the Mayor's ideas will succeed in all 
reasonable retrenchment, but there is no 
sense in a retrenchment which prevents bar­
riers from being interposed against a flood. 
Wbat would you tbink of a man, who, when 
his plantation was threatened with overflow 
instead of protecting himself, went into his 
office and began to think about bad debts and. 
promissory notes and liabilities running 
from one year to another, some of which, 
might not reach him for two or three years. 
The whole cost of this thing is going to be 
one million. If the Mayor wants to answer 
me and say it requires further works. I 
admit it. We require upper lines and lower 
lines to connect with it, but the city is going 
to protect itself from these inundations, 
even if it is going to cost two or three mil­
lion dollars. Whenever the Mayor is going 
to show me that entering upon this work 
will lead to greater disasters than I have 
demonstrated by figures, he will make some 
impression upon me; but lip will make none 
by reading my impressions three months 
ago on an act of the Legislature which 

perhaps had not in my. hands 
more than twenty-four hours. Let the 
Mayor direct his attention to other Dearer 
and more important matters—not, perhaps, 
more important, in the full sense of the 
word, than this. There are plenty of re­
forms which his peculiar talents can point 
out; plenty of things upon which his action 
will be ot service. Then, again. I am re­
minded that the bill pats in our hand* 
certain assets. It is true the Mayor takes 
the position that they can not be collected- 

The Mayor : No, I don't say that. I say 
I have doubts.

Mr. Shaw ; I am very glad of that. At 
any rate it is our duty to try, and if we do 
not do the work, we can not attempt to 
collect the tax. The duty and the right to 
collect the tax go hand in hand. I presume 
the Mayor is not going to relieve any ot 
these persons from the tax ; I presume he is 
in favor of collecting it, and if so, we must 
first commence the work.

The Mayor: Article twelve of our rules 
says that no member shall speak more than 
twice on the same question, but the mover 
of any proposition shall have the right to 
open and close tbe debate. If no one else 
desires to speak I will simply say I have 
spoken on questions of this sort in the 
private conferences of the Council many a 
time, and it is no new thing for me to be 
entirely beaten by the gentleman’s elo- * 
quence and by his vote. I am prepared for 
that: I do not stand up here expecting to 
gain anything, aud certainly not to wrest 
from him the palm of supremacy in argu­
ment. But I <lo intend to bring the gentle­
man to the point. The first part oi his 
argument was that we were compelled to 
do this thing by law; it is a legal enact­
ment and we can not get away from it. I 
said I thanked him for this ordinance in the 
same way as Portia said to Shylock, in the 
Merchant of Venice:

“I thank tliee, Jew, for teach ng me that word."

I thanked him for the ordinance in that 
sense, and he knew it, and does little credit 
to the intelligence of the Council if he 
thinks they did not understand me in the 
same way. It is not the gentleman’s first 
assertion that I have read to you. not his 
crude and half-considered opinions which 
he launched out with sueh earnestness and 
energy on tbe first occasion when this mat­
ter cams before us, and carried the Council 
with him, but liis “sober secoud thought” 
as expressed and drawn up in that ordi­
nance, viz: that we. are not compelled to do 
this thing. I now come back upon him, 
and ask was this a delusion and a snare put 
in to carry the Council with him. or did he 
mean what he said l Did he mean that the 
Council could, if the emergency occurred, 
limit the work at their pleasure ? I would 
like the gentleman to designate which horn 
of the dilemma he will take.

Mr. Shaw: I vote for the protection levee 
because I believe it to be necessary.

The Mayor: Then is it a legal necessity? 
Does the gentleman abandon his ground 
that it is not a legal necessity ?

Mr. Shaw : It the law imposes on us a 
thing which is a practical necessity, then it 
is a legal necessity. Events have proved 
this to be a practical necessity, and I there­
fore hold it to be a legal necessity.

The Mayor: Is it sound doctrine that 
the Council maj limit this work ?

Mr. Shaw : The Mayor has got up now, 
and very modestly proposes to close this 
debate, assuming that he opened it. He did 
not open the question. I made the motion 
that the minority report be adopted. He 
now comes down from his seat and wants to 
put interrogatiories to me which he does not 
allow me to answer. If he wants to do this, 
let him get through with his speech and I 
will get up and answer him.

The Mayor: Very well, I will put just thjf


