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REGULAR MEETING.

Crry Hawy, t
Few Orleans, July 1), 1831,

The Council wet in regular session at
noon.

Mayor Benj. F. Flanders, presided and
there were present Administrators H.
Bonzano (Assessments), John S. Walton
{Finance), James Lewis (Police), F. C.
Rewick (Commwerce), L. T. Delnssize
{Waterworks sud Public Buildings), Alfred
Shaw (Accounts), and John Cockrem (Im-
Pprovements).

Cendition of the Insane Asylum.

The Mayor laid before the Council the
Following messuge, atating it bad been sug-
gested by a communication from the Ad-

ministrator of Publio Buildings:
Mayoratry oF New OnLraxs,
Oty Hall, July 31, 1631, 3
AvuixistraToRs—I deem it my duty to

inl attention of the Couneil to
an:mud the City Insane Asylom.

There are at present seventy-two mules

odh-uhhnmdmw

blican, for advertising
;:x, of Improve-
ents, examined and wpprov A
John 8. Walton, for cash advanced
l.n‘;r2 e;-&rgu. ete.,, 48 per vouchers attac!
Chapsky & Teetzell, two cnrd
the Department of Public Accounts, §30.
Read twice and laid over.
By Mr. Shaw: ¥
ordina : to de-
An nee n%mor mm«méy

fray th
of mp::e'fnenu for the mouth of June,

1871,
it ordained by the Council of the city
of lf\ga' Orleaus, the followh%:n-n of
money, or so wuch thereof as may be neces-
gary, are hereby appropriated to defray the
expenditures of the rtment of fmprove-
ments, for the month of June, 1871, that
the Administrator of Public Accounts draw
his warrants on the Administrator of Fi
in puyment of (e same:
DEPARTMENT PROFER.
:: ll')\ Ash, r;i:abu{i-ement.r. $12 30
. K. Spearing, liv ol
. it 50 00— $62 30

for

ROMS.. L0l i vide o
BUREAU OF STREETS.

E. D. White, repairin
aved  streets,
yard, for April, 151, .. . §791 66
E. D. White, repairing
ved streets, Third o
G’.m. for May, 1871... ... 701 66
E. D. White, repairin
t."d streets,  Thir
Waurd, for June, 1871, ., .. 791 &6
N. Conpell, sidewalks on

ordinary
the attention of this de| ut.
A: to Wumorh,'-lruh':u therefore

merely to e
The ooll::&:u for the month of June

‘were:
First Collection District for period

Samuels & Oliver, lomber, 289
Samuels & Oliver, lomber. 305
Semuels & Oliver, lmmber. 253
Samuels & Oliver, lumber. 309
Samuels & Oliver, lumber. 307
Fraucis Noel, rent of office,

und seventy-five females, making a total of | Felicitystreet.......... .. 108 45
one hundred and forty-seven patients in | John Coleman, intersec-
that institwtion, who are crow into fifty- i venenoon 187 51
+wo small roems, built originally for cellsa— ietry, rsections 62 50
dark, dawp and destitute of ventilation. John Bietry, extra work on
The m&u contains no hospital and no |  St. Charles street........ 416 52
ameans of preventing violent manince from | John Bietry, extra work on
! themselves and others, except the St. Charlesstreet........ . 467 80
Jong-exploded, barsh and cruel resort to mum & Pooley, lumber... 499 75
Topes, handcuffs and straight jackets. There sum & Pooley, luwber. . 485 G2
in 2o classification of paticnts, and vo pos- | Hasum & Pooley, lumber.. 494 35
ibility of adopting any remedial measures. | Hasam & Pooley, lumber... 21 50
1 ,in!beintemu of humanity, | Hasam & Pooley, lamber... 77 37
that steps be taken immediately to remove | Husam & Pooley, lumber... 80 00
these unfortunate beings to  more suitable | Hasam & Pooley, luwber... 300 60
duilding. Nicolo Miglioro, oyster
BENJ. F. FLANDERS, Mayor. shells, .. Y. ... ........ . 252
Mr. Bonzano moved that s committee be | New Orleans Mauufactur
\uppointed at once to lovk round for some [ '8 ;nbfi(_f_%i.lﬁ?_z. -
suitable place where these people could be | g Rius oyster shells........ 16 &0
put, so that they might be properly taken | W, ¥. Hodgkins, water ;.
care of. He was told that the condition in Tﬂ'hlﬂd whu”im‘ﬁ; 750
which they were was perfectly shocking. ":;_k E-;{"'A : blu' ‘Iﬂl S e
The Mayor and the Administrators of | Jawrence Duffy, bridge
Assessments, Public Baildings and Police, “pl(uud. ........... g l(}; .'63
i . Condrap, oyster shells. .
1:.. appointed a commitiee for this pur- “:, l’!:tnry. l’““"’""""i‘i‘“ 3195
. Henry, oyster and lake
Menthiy Report, o diin st 96 00
Mr. Delassize presented bis monthly re- | Blake & Tower, brooms snd
port as follows: TR T T R E 7 05
Dapanrarsr or Warerwoxss axp} | Folger & Co., hardware.... 161 63
Poblic Bulldings, July 1,167 l-:ulger & Co., hardware. ... 440 54
% 7o the Honorable 8. F. Flanders, Muyor of the City | Folger & Co., hardware. ... 231 10
o i Samels & Bliver; jomber. 20 00
" mue iver, lumber. %
g e P e ot claimed | Semucls & Oliver, lnnber. 250 00
H
33
o0l
o0
00

-

September 30, 1870....,, $321 73
For ending Scptember 30,
A T RPN Sikhaaneasubasaree 157 61
Beeond Collection District for year

¢+ ending September 30, 1871...... 823 00

2013

INSANE ASYLUM.

1 took occasion, in my yearly report in
relation to the Insane Asylum, to call at-
tention to the utter uu‘s&mpmm of
the t ssylum buil for the pur-
> for which it is used. would a

on you, as the chief magistrate of the
vity, to take the initistive in some measure
having for its object the removal of the in-
sane to the State lum, or to some other
suitable quarters. . The number of patients
is daily inoreasing, being at nt but &
few less than in the State institution, while
the sccommodation bears no com
whatever. The following is the expense

summary:
GENERAL OFFICE.

................ 383 30

S G %
WATERWORKS.

R E TR O L 3,002 45

Material, ete o I LR N 1,279 M
INSANE ASTLUN.

Salaries. .........c.coo0iine 470 00
Frovisions, groceries, clothing. .. .. 1,742 00
HOME OF AGED AXD INFIRM.

BEIOrY . .. st crepinntnsccnnsiraras 50 00
Rent, provisions, groceries, etc.... 203 28
COURTHOUSES.

BRIArIes. .o st sasnnssisasassiaiies 200 00
Rent avd repairs. .......o00viinnn 454 %
MARKET AND SCHOOLHOUSES.
ROPRITE. .o oicooipoaneniansiisesana . L2974 00
PARISH PRISON.

L R IR, o e R e 497 40
CITY HALL.

Toe and gas fixtures...... ........ 70 06
Pablic sinks.......... R TR Lot ]
Support of orphans. . ... ........... 7,978 50
R R L g $17.500 28
L. T. DELASSIZE, Administrator.

Appropriations.

The expense ordinance of the Department
of Assessments for June wus passed, with
the addition of an item of William Kerston,
stamps, $18 75.

The expense eordinance of the Depart-
ment of Commerce for June was passed.

The sundry expense ordinance concerning
Jumes A. Gresham, introduced by Mr.
Shaw last week, and then printed, was
paased.

Claims of Norbert Trepagnier, $1200 70,
and J. A. Masicot, $35431 85, were referred
20 the Mayor, with power.

The expense ordinance of the Departmwent
of Waterworks for June was adopted.

Claims of G. P. Fernald, clerk of the
“Fourth District Court, laid over last week,
were passed, and referred to the Mayor.
with power.

By Mr. Shaw :

An ordinance providing for the payment
of the .e\'enr therein i
Be it ordained that the following a(l»pro-

tions be and are Lereby made, and that
ghe Administrator of Public Accounts war
want on the Administrator of Finance in

Tﬁnt of the same :

trick Creagh, Coroner First, Fourth,
Fifth and Sixth districts, for inquests, views
sad burials for the month of June, 1871,

James T. Jackson, Coroner Second and
Third districts, for inquests, views and
Burials for the month of June, 1871, $511.

8. F. Siskrom, for bill approved by the
'D?cnmem of.i’uhlie Accounts, $60.

. Brousseau & Co., curtains for the oftic «
of the City Attorney, mroved. $11 91
e New Orleans , for advertising
motice of the opening of Union street, ap-
by the commissioners, $60.

B. F. Biskron, law books for the office ef
ghe City Attorney, approved, $42.

J. H. Peters, o‘m':xn‘ lock of iron gate,
and making key for same, Department of
Public Accounts, $1 50,

John Bietry, for furnishing materials and
building sides and bottoms for bridges on
St. Charles avenue, approved Ly the Ad-
moinistrator of Improvements, u&; 80,

P. H. Quinlan, gas fittin

of the fire ularm tele, , Bpproved b
the Buperiutendent, 0051“-\!8 y
J. A. Masicat, Criminal Sheriff of the
of Orleans, for costs and fees in sun-
cases iu the month of June, as bill

mnd by the Judge of the First Di t

1837 50.
lewt)ﬂulu Republican, forad
?ljob work for the D;pamnn‘d ll;gb

» .. ey 'y o
New Orleans Republican, for advertising

for the office |1

4

Third District,..........
Frank Vonder Haar, rent of
office, Fourth District
J. Drascovitch, rent of of-
fice, Second District. .. ...
A. De Monasterio, rent of

250

B0 s ohis ias iidleep wa koot 159 2%
John W. Madden, for sta-
tionery...... .oovvevea... 110 259565 86
BUREAU OF WHARVES AND LANDINGS,
E. L. Cope, towing and re-
moving nuisance beats. .. 407 91
Gl;;rbenmtor & Terry, tim-

...................... 49 85
Samuels & Oliver, lumber., 252 41
Blake & Tower, buckets

AUAd POPE. .. vriiiarn 10

M. Condran, oyster shells.. 330 55
Folger & Co., hardware. 3 00—1074 21

HUREAU OF CITY DRAINAGE.

Folger & Co., hardware.... 108 99
Bridge & Son, lime. .. ... 96 50
Lawrence Duffy, iron cast-

P V= o ce. 379 50
Lawrence Dufty, iron cast-

R s e s Shv e i e v i e 15 00
Thomas Murpby, scautling

and boards..............

Field & Bell, coal..........
Field & Bell, coal......
Field & Bell, coal....
Field & Bell,coal..........
Hasam & Pooley, lumber.
G. A. Moffitt, hauling pumps 30 00
Lawrence Duffy, repair of

boilers.................. 495 00
J. L. Gubernstor & Terry,
bagling.: . 3Tt S o 21000
0. V. Waggner, bricks.... 248 00
0. V. W.g{mr. bricks, .... 312 00
Hasam & Povley, lumber. . 493 47
Hasam & Pooley, Jumber. . 171 34
Louis Gagnet, jud nt in
Fourth District Court... 500 00—6194 99
SURVEYOR'S DEPARTMENT.
Heary Birrcher, for sun-
RIS o s oy Bl r b by . 200
George W. Homan, repair
to blinds................ 16 50
John W. Madden, station-
[, PRSP RSN veeeees OB 25 —126 75
o D A Ty S R $17,024 11
Read twice and laid over.
By Mr. Shaw:

An ordinance appropriating money to de-
fra{‘ the expenditures of the Department
of Police, for the wonth of June, 1871.
Be it ordained. That the following sums,

or #0 much thereo! us may be necessary,

are hereby n})pmpria(«l to defray the ex-
penditures of the Departmert of Police for
wmonth of June, 1871, and that the Adminis-
trator of Public Accounts draw his war-
rauts on the Adwinistrator of Finance jn
paywent of the sawe:

ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE.

New Orleaus Republican,
advertising ., .. . $16 00
John W, Mad

............... WIS~ $4975

CITY WORKHOUSE,
Field & Bell, fuel.. . .. .. 7
J. J. Harrison, repairs to

tionery

kitchen, furniture ete,, 50
John D, Maclin, forage. 21 45
Michael Bowen, milk,

vegetables, ete..... .. 87
Barrett & Wiemann,

carpenters’ and black-

swiths' furniture.. .... 51 07
C. L'Hote, lumber,..... 53 00
Vizard & Wilmuth, wood

andsand.. . .......... 8 00
John D. Maclin, forage. 143 15
Louis Ruch, fresh beef. . 220 00
Daniel Moriarty, groce-

ries and provisions. ... 306 88— 930 30

BOYS' HOUSE OF REFUGE
Barre Jacques, milk. ... 8
Mrs. C. Fleckinger, veg-

etables,............ . 4500
Vizard & Wilmuth, wood

and charcoal........... 7325
Louis Rueh, fresh beef., 225 00
Victor Pessoun, flour for

the bakery............ 23 00
Victor Pesson, fiour for

the bakery............ 280 50
Victor Pessou, groceries

and provisioms........ 301 93— 1,216 &8

GIRLS' HOUSE OF REFUGE.
Barrett & Wiemano,
knives and forks...... 1135
Vizard & Wilmath, wood
harcoal ... ... 12 50
15 65
18 00
2 5
96 44
eto,, for inmates...... 90 74— 27718
GHTING CITY,

L
W. J. Beban, lighting
city with oil.......... 3 88
JOIaim Gas Com- e
Bﬁkm 1,381 00
v s A

3

i ey ening Sy s Bagsars 13

_‘ -’_.'. lﬂ‘f "‘“llll 3
[ wapplies... ... .o 55— 6558
PUBLIC SQUARSS. v
& .
lnwp black, eto. . ... 310 00— 310 @
RECORDERS' COUVRTS,
Firsl District— .
John W. Madden, blanks,
blank beoks and sta- .
tionery .. 128 2
Third District—
Jobm W. Madden, blank -
SR, Pewsl L TN, 2 00
Fourth District—
G. R. Farish, patent lock 4 00
Crescent City lee Com-
ny, iee....... 16 00
Jom {V Madden, blank i
books and stationery W
Fifth Districi—
John W. Madden, sta
ti R v sessin. 3000
Sixth ict—
B. Campbell, expemses
for taking prisoners to e
John W. Madden, blask
books and stationery.. 31 75— 2B &

PUBLIC POUNDS.
First District—

James Wright, rent. ...

New Orleans Repub-
lican, advertisemeunt
in June, 1871
Second Distriet—

New Orleans Repub-
lican, advertisemen?
in May, 1871

New Orleaws Repub
lican, advertisement
in Jume, I871.......,

Jobhn R. Clay, rent....
Third District—

New Orleans Repub-
lican, advertisemwent
in isy. Lo
Simon

30 00

6 00

New Orleans Repub-
advertisement
1871 Za
yle, remt....

District—

New Orleans Repub-
lican, advertisement
m June, 1871... ...

Charles Pillman, rent. ..
Sixth District—

New Orleans Repub-
lican. advertisement
in Mav, I187)... ... .

New Orleans Repub-
lican, advertisement
in June, 1871........

Ursin  Casiniere, rent
from May 9 to June 9.
WLy oxsoncvors s ovsenl
from June 9 to June
30,1871............... 1050— 267 00

BURYING INDIGENT DEAD AND CONVEYING

SI0K TO HOSPITAL.

L. Guillaud, burying
James Washington
Mre. M. Jobnson, medi-
cines supplied in the
Fifth et during
U 1 ACRER R
Mrs. M. Jolhnson, wedi-
cines supplied in the
Fifth District in Feb-
ruary, 1871, ...,
R. Loro, medicines sup-
plied in the Fifth Dis
trict during June,

1871

10 0

00

15
15 6

10— 90 75

Total. sRMW Y

Read twice and laid over.

By Mr. Shaw:

Resolved. That the sum of one hundred
and forty-five dollars be and the sawe is
hereby sppropriated and made special
order, to purchase one Excelsior horse
mower for use in the public squares, and
that the Administrator of Public Accounts
warraut on the Departnent of Finance in
favor of G. W. Sizer, for the above amount.

Adopted.

By Mr. Shaw :

An otdimance to provide fgr the payment
of the several sccounts therein named.
Be it ordained, That the following ap-

propriations be and are hereby wade, and

that the Adwinistrator of Public Accounts
warrant on the Administrator of Finance in
payment of $he same.

ohn Klein, jury warrants, 108

J. F. Campson, jury warrant, $72,

Owen Bruen. jury warrant, $54.

R. L. McMurdo, jury warrants, $498,

Adopted.

By Mr Shaw:

An ordinance providing for the mnl;nent, of

the account tiferein named.

Be it ardained, That the following appro-
priation be and is hereby made, and that
the Administrator of Public Accounts war-
rant on ‘t]l‘p‘hAdministntur of Finance in
payment e sawme:

R. L. McMurdo, jury warrants, $1100,

Read twice ana laid over.

By Mr. Shaw :

An ordinance to provide for the settlement

of accounts therein named.

Be it ordained, That the Administrator
of Public Accounts be and he is hereby
anthorized to settle with the holders of the
following claims, at the option of said
holders, by the issue of certificates under
ordinance No. 882, Administration series.

Lesassier & Binder, transferees of Ga-
briel Correjolles, for amount of percentage
retained an guaranteed, $548 31.

J. B. Ratto, ice for Insane Asylum, Octo-
ber, 1869, $15.

« J. B. Ratto, ice for Insane Asylum, Au-

gust, 1869, $15 50,

J. B. Ratto, ice for Insane Asylum, July,
1860, $15 50.

John Coleman, for percentage retained as
guarantee by the city on square hlock pav
ing of Esplanade street, from Peters to Gal-
vez streets, $1945 17,

Jokn Coleman, for percentage retained as
guarantee by the city on the square block
paving of Rampart stroet, 902 61.

Approved by the Admivistrator of Iwm-

rovements for settlement under ordinance

No. 882, Administration series.

Read twice and laid over.

By Mr. Shaw:

An ordinance to pay the Bank of New Or-

current inrerest on its advances,

Be it ordained by the Council of the city
of New Orlenns, That the Admiristrator of
Public Accounts warrant on the Adminis-
trator of Finance in favor of the Baunk of
New Orleans for fourteen thounsand three
bundred and vinety-one dollars and ten
cents, being the amount of interest acerued
to date on its cash advanced to the city of
three bundred thousand dollars.

Adopted.

Mr. Shaw called up the claime of Gabriel
Correjolies, passed once, but held oyer on
acconnt of some interrogatories propounded
to the city, and moved that the warrant
mow issue, and be referred to the Mayor
with power.

Adopted.

The Lake Fromt Levee—C ittee

| rescurces for payment.” If this was the

CAN, THUR

exigénvies” and “far beyetid our present

¢case then, as it undoabtedly was, how wuch
less able is the eity to meet these *‘enor-
mous and unknown amounts” to-day, when
beavy judgments have beem given agaimst
the city, when the anticipated revenues
from licenses have fallen off a hundred
thousand dollurs, from markets fifty thou-
sand dollars, and in other anticipated re-
sourees considernble deficiencies exiat;
when five-eighths of one per cent of
the tax relied on has been declared
illegal, and when, in the mean-
time, none gf the ordinary expenses of
the city have been diminished, but on
the contrary, huve been largely increased.
Itis believed that for the balance of the
year there will be no money to pay the our.
rent expenses of the city. All its expendi-
tures and ull the ealaries of its officers will
bave to be met by the issuance of certifi-
cates of indebtedness, which will be thrust
upon the streets at a large depreclation
(they are now at twenty-five per cent), and
whatever is to be paid to the Mexican Galf
Canal Company for the construction of this
levee must be in an issue of paper, which
will alko be thrust npon the market, and
thus accelerate very greatly the downward
tendenoy of city securities. In this aspect
of affairs it seems the very height of folly to
enter upon a work of this magnitude at the
present time.

It may be said that the law requires this
thing to be done. The law requires many
things to be done, upon some of which the
company have already been sot to work
with sufficient promptitude to comply with
the strict terms of the law, by causing them
no unnecessary delay. They are now en-
gaged in widening the existing draining
canals to a suflicient capacity to thoroughly
drain the city by the aid of the new ma-
chivery already ordered by the Council for
that purpose. This, with the protection af
forded by the strengthened ridges, the flood”
gates and the raised banks of the canals, will
afforded the city all the drainage and pro
tection needed or practicable at present.

The city ean not be expected to perform
impossibilities when all tle means and re
sources st her disposal bave been cut off.
In the ordinance by which the Mississippi
and Mexican Gulf Canal Company were
originally set to work, it is laid down—

That the city expressly declares and
notifies the Mississippi and Mexican Golf
Capsl Company that it dves not waive its
right freely to contract for the work of
excayating  the canuls apd erecting the
levees required, with the said ecowpany, or
any other party, as may hereafter appear
to the best advautage of the city; and that
the directing or allowing the said company
to enter upon and perform any portion of
the said work luid down is not to be con-
sidered as implyiug their exclusive right to
its performauce and completion, or to con-
tinuing the same further or otherwise than
during the pleasure of the Council. The
said company is further notified that sueh
work, aud no other, as shall be performed
with the consent and approval of the
Council, will be settled for s hereinafter
provided.

We recommend that the city avail itself
of the powers thus reserved, and proceed
with no other works at the presemt time
than those abeolutely necessary, and whieh
have been actually entered upon.

BENJ. F. FLANDERS, Mayor.
JOHN 8. WALTON,
Administrator of Finance.

The Administrator of Improvements pre-

scnted the following minority report:

DevasTannt or INFROVENENTS,
July 11, WAL

To the City Counci) of New Orleans:

The undersigned belloviug thst, under
the act of the Legislature, No. 30, entitled
“Aun act to provide for the drainage of New
Orleans,” it is made the imperative duty of
this board to proceed as promptly as pos-
sible to lay out the lines and directions of
the levee for the protection of the city from
overflow from the luke. and the other work
required to be done by the Mississippi and
Mexican Guif Canal Company, and that
the interest und secarity of the city demand
such action on their part, begs to report
that be has had under consideration the
the resolution of the board passed at its
last session, to the following purport:

Resoleed, That the committee on drainage
prepare a plao for the construction of a pro-
tection levee on or near the lake shore,
which, after bein nrproved by the Council,
shall be the guide for the econtractor and
surveyor, under the direction of Adminis-
trator of Improvements, in the construction
of the work.

After mature deliberation of the plans
and views submitted to him, the nnder-
signed has concluded that the safest, most
practical and permanent plag for a lake
shore protection levee is ome which, com-
mencing at Upperline protection levee, ex-
tending out in the lake to a depth of not
over one foot of water at low tide, running in
an easterly direction along the lake shore
to interseot the proposed lower line proteo-
tiou levee below the Pontchartrain railroad.

JOHN COCKREM,
Administrator of Improvements.

Mr. Shaw moved that the minority re-
port be approved by the Council, and on
that motion called for the yeas and nays.

Mr. Cockrew seconded the motion.

Mr. Bonzano, as a preliminary, suggested
that both reports be received and printed.

Mr. Shaw said of course he accepted that
a8 i wmendument to his motion.

[Mr Lewis called to the chair.)

M In moving the approval of
this veport, I have one regret and that is
that the report is not thoroughgoing enongh.
I would much rather we commenced be-
tween the Bayou St. John and the New
eanal, and performed the whole work as
auickly as possible. The part to be com-
meneed upon, according to this report, is
not, in my opwnion, as important as the
other part, but I will vote for any part of
this protection levee. 1 vote for the minority
report simply because it does mean doing
something, while the report of the wajority
doesnot indicate doinganything atall. The

Shaw:

Re-
ports.
The Mayor and Admipistrator of Finanes
presented the following majority report of
the Committee on Drainage:

Crry Have,
New Orleans, July 11, i#7],

To the City Couneil of New Orleuns:

The undersigned, members of the com-
mittee om druinage, report that measures
have been adopted to make the line of
the Metairie and Gentilly ridges a perfect
security against overflow from the lake
by putting flood gates in the canals
and strengthening the canal levees, and
that we deem it inexpedient and unneces-
sary at present to enter upon the extensive
work of a levee in the lake. The works al-
ready commenced are as much as the city
cau undertake, sand more than it can pay
for, at the present time, at the prices
charged by the Mexicam Gulf Canal Com-
pany.

When the subject of setting this company
to work under the law of the Legislature
'was first agitated it was unanimously de-
clared by the Council, on the motion of the
Administrator of Public Accounts, that the

ittee appear desirous, like the Mayor
on & former occasion, of doing me unde-
served honor by thrusting on the attention

gleness of purpose. 1If 1 find the company
are not sufficiently prompt; that they do
bt put sufficfent and boats to
work; or, if this contract with them should
prevent our executing this great work with
equal advantage as it could be done with
others, 1 reserve to the city its rights.
I am obliged to say this because
there seems w constant reiteration and
throwing back to me of my own expressed

pinions on this subject. T admit ] entered
on this with an insufficient knowledge of
this subject, and that my knowledge even
now is not great, but our duties are great,
and if the Council does not do them it vio
lntes an express stutute. The statute says,
do so. We ure not lswmakers here. We
-are told to do a thing, and it is that for us
to consider. We know that the majority of
the people want thia thing done, and we
know that in comparison to the disadvan-
tages of entering imto this thing st the
present time, the ad vantages are very great;
und I think it is our duty, conmdering the
whole situation, considering every thing
thiet ean be said pro and con, to go straight
torward and perform this work. 1If we do
that, we certainly will be excused; if we do
not do it, we will be blamed. I vote for the
minority report because it indicates to a
certain extent the performance of the in-
structions laid down by the law. I vote
against the mejority report because it indi-
cates un unwillingness to carry out the pur-
poses of the law.

Mr. Bouzano: If I understand the minor-
ity report it provides for a protection levee
one foot in the water at low tide. That
ituplies & levee which will require revet-
ments either of iron or of wood or of some
other solid substance which cun resist the
action of the waves. I have never yet
been able to bring wy mind to advoecate a
levee in the luke, with the exception of an
experiment of twenty-three hundred feet
from the upper line levee of the New canal,
which, in conference with members of the

.8 difference of fifty per cent, owing to the

sad cputions in the management of his
own affsirs a8 the Administrator of Ac-
counts, should go so recklessly forward
when other people’s movey is concerned.
In dealing out the expenditures of
other people he should be as frugal ae
in his own. No man doubts bhis ca
pacity; no man doubts his ability, no mau
has questioned kis hLonesty; but that
s wan shoulll come before this Council, with
the city on the very verge of bankruptey,
with its psper flooding the streets, with
three months' arrears of current expenses
to meet and diminished resources to do it
on—that when he says in his own ordinance
we are not bonnd by this law, should now
come before the Council and say that, in
opposing this scheme, we are going in the
fuce of » legul enactment, js to mwe jncom-
prehensible. Where is his consistency 1 If
he believed when he wrote this ordinance

that the law was unconstitutional—und
can not suppose but what he waus sincere—
why does be not say so now, when the city
is being overwhelmed by Noyes, Bussey &
Co.! Instead of driving the'eity into bank”
raptey why don't this company finish their
Mexican Gulf Canal, which they told usa
vear ago was going to double the commerce
of the city, and yet, after letting the Stute

down in the law, If my first impressions
were ' imperfeot, I am willing t0o be
taught by the light of experience.
The Mayor ‘mdy tead. them over from
now to doomsday, and shall not pre-
vent my voting #s I think proper. I have
proved him thrice imcumsistent. He comes

. here and thanks me for #n ordinance which

be vetoed a few weeks ngo, and cawe down
from his seat and spoke against in the most
vehement manver for hours together I
am very giad I have put into sbape an
ordinance which the Mayor subsequently
approved. Itis an L did not expect
But what hds my gonrse got to do
with the acts of the Legislature, or with
the progress of events which teach us the
danger of delay! A large portion of this
city has been flooded since then, and way
be again. He argues that because certaim
inward defenses ay possibly answer the
purpose of prevemting another over-
flow, that we are to stop, and do
nothing more. I say let us go on and
perform both of these works. Money bLas
been expended at different times in this city
on solid improvements, and I don't know
thet the city has ever iujured ite credit by
performing works which the interest of the
city d ded. The whole of this work’

in for four hundred and eighty th 1
dollars, it is not balf done now ! I puss
now to another point. This levee, being
placed by Mr. Bell out in the lake, renders
necessary & revetment to keep the mud up.
Who is to do that | Not the Mexican Gulf |
Capal Company. We are to do it. The plan |
of the surveyor is to use iron. What will
that cost ! I want to call the attention of the
Council to this fact, that in the bids luid
before the Council this very day for shells
sixty-two cents and a half, I think, was the
lowest bid. Six months ago, when this
Council first came in, we got bids at forty-
two and forty-three cents. Here we have

discredit that is falllng on the city. After
a year and a half of office, with all the en-

Couneil, I gave my to support. But
as for building the whole levee front one
foot out in the water at low tide, which
way involve five feet of water at high tide,
and a constant kuocking of the waves
against it, T am not prepared to indorse
auything of the kind.

The Muayor: I ask the induigence of the
Council and its pardon for taking the floor
to discuss this question, but I deem it

r we have received, we have
not only fuiled to restore the credit of the
city, but find ourselves in the ridiculous
position of being worse off than when we
started. If we have to get this iron, where
is it? Not in New Orleans. If you have to
go abroad for it und are asked: “Do you
pay cash ! " and apswer, as you must, “No,
we don't expect to pay for a year,” [ do not
hesitate to say you can not get bids from

my daty to opyp the ded
by the Adwiuistrator of Public Accounts.
The gentlemen bas said that it we do not
go on to do this work—or rather that the
atteropt of the majority of the committee
to delay and retard this work, is an attempt
to violate an express legal ensctment, and
an attemp: to disobey the instructions of
the law. I do not like to come upon the
gentleman too frequently by quoting his
real opinions, though he certainly declared
this » most outrag, work, one impossibl

to perform—one which be declared the city
had no means to carry out. He does not
like to bave these things alluded to, but I
hope be will not oljeet to my allusion to
his opinions on this very point of the
validity of the law, as expressed in an
ordinance which he himself wrote, which
bo bimself voted for and insisted on, and
whidh Lie carriéd through the € il over

respousible parties for less than fifty per
cent over what it ought to cost. 1 have
spoken with great zeal because I consider
that to pursue this line of policy will drive
the city to ruin. There is no prudence, there
is no sense in it ! I thank the Administrator
of Accounts for this ordinance which says
we do not relinquish our rights to coutest at
law or otherwise this bill. How is he
going to get over that! Does he mean now
to say we are bound by this law when he
says in the ordinsnce we are not! If it is
not law, then coffes & question, is it a mat-
ter of necessity ! I bave already shown it
is the rankest folly to enter on such a work
st such u time. Thirteen thousand dollars
have alreudy been paid to this compauny.
Thirteen thousand dollars floated on the
street like a puff. Look at the condition of
your own ten per cent bonds. Only fifty

my veto. Hese it is:

Wnereas, The Council of the city deems
certain portions of said bill to put in ques-
tion the right of the city to the proper con-
trol of itsa drainage system aund its right
voluntarily te coutract for the work, snd
agree upon a price for the same, and does
not recoguize the validity or constitution-
ality of the said act in certain of its parts.

Please tell me why we have not the right
to oppose o law which he voted for then,
and carried over my veto, was not constitu-
tional or valid.. Therefore—

The city expressly declares and notifies
the Mississippl and Mexican Gulf Canal
Company that it does not waive its right
freely to contruct for the work of excavat-
ing the canals and erecting the levees re-
quired, with the said company, or any other
party, as may hereafter appear to the best
wdvantage of thie city.

This the gentleman voted for mnot six
weeks ago, and new he tells us we are
attempting to. viclate the law because we
say the same thing. In this ordinance:
written by the gentleman, swstained by the
gentleman with all his acumen, all his elo-
quence, and all bis ability, and they are not
small, as we all know, he declares thus:
That the city reserves the right hereafter to
contest, at law or otherwise—what is the
meaning of other¥ise ! Any portion of this
bill, whenever it may appear to the ad-
vantage of the city, I think that “hereafter”
has cowe now. We are now discussing this
very question. It is exactly such an exi-
gency us is contemplated by the ordinance,
and yet the gentlemnn comes here and op-
poses our taking this new departure. In
the ordinance which be wrote, which he
voted for twice, and " which he carried with
80 much eclat over my veto, he says:

That the city expressly reserves the right,
at any time hereafter, to contest, at law or
otherwise, the constitutionality or validity
of act No. 30 of the legislative fesaion of
1871, or any portion thereof, and notifies the
Mississippi and Mexican Gulf Can¥l Com-
pany accordingly.

1 take the gentleman’s own words, and
contend that it is for the interest of the city
to stop here, and to limit the work to what
has beeu done. The city has already a safe
protection levee in the ridge. There has
never been an overflow except by the holes
cut in the ridge, or by the coming down of
the Mississippi river. I pruclaim if there
is a protection levee needed to be built it is
above the city, against the Mississippi river.
1say, further, that this protection levee is for
the benefit of speculators, of gentlemen
who own lots beyond the ridge. I say here,
itis a large speculation of Measrs. Noyes,
Bussey and Lafayette Folger, by which they
buy hundreds of thousands of acres of land,
be drained by this canal, and so to make
them independently rich. 1 say, moreover,
it is going to depreciate the city's securities
from this time out. Since that declaration
of the Supreme Court, we will be obliged
for the future to pay all our expenditures,

of the Council, my earliest impr on
this subject. In regard to my course in
this matter, 1 bave nothing to regret—
nothing ot Jeast except my own imperfect
knowledge of these things, When a great
work was brought to my attention, which
we imperfectly understood, I wished to
throw around the city all the safeguards,
and all the guarantees I could. I wished
these parties to understand that the oity
had certain rights, and that if they did not
perform their functions with proper speed;
if they did not come up to time on their
work; if they neglected any of their obliga-
tiona to the city; or if their contract, here-
after, appeared to this or any other Council
to the disadvantage of the city, we reserved
our powers; but, my purpose was not to de-
teat this protection levee. Asa preliminary
step, I made a motion that thé company
should be notified that the ecity reserved
certain powers. I made that motion
with a singlences of purpose, for the inter-

ests of this city, and I hope to-day that this

including the sal of employes, in paper.
That paper is now at a depreciation of twen-
ty-five per cent. Throw fifty or a hundred
thousand dollars more of the paper of this
company on the market and where will
your securities be! Down to forty and fifty
cents on the dollar. Then there is the
police. I think their action is irregular,
but if we should be obliged to pay them,
why there is nothing left. Their paper wil;
depreciate, and they will come upon us as
they did before, and ask us to make up the
discount; and if we make up the discount
for the Metropolitan Police, why should not
other officials have the right to be reim-
bursed the discount which they are obliged
to pay through our mismanagement in pot
not izing and hing? It is the
wildest thing possible to think of entering
on this work at the présent time, No man
in his own business could do such a thing
and borrow ten dollars on his note in any
shaving shop in the city, and I am sur
prised that ome o frugal, farsighted

.ot his remarks, 1 think, do not need answer-

tl 1 dollars worth have yet heen
issued, and there are a willion nine
bupdred and fifty thousund dollars
more to come. Yet they are quoted on the
streets st only 92, Was there ever such a
position of shameless diseredit as that now
occupied by the city of New Orleans, sit-
ting at the finest location for commerce on
the American continent, and its eredit down
to such & point that its ten per cent bonds
bring enly 92! When you have put the
other nineteen hundred and fifty thousand
dollars on the market what will be the con-
dition of the city ! I would like the gentle-
wan to answer this,

Mr. Shaw: I did not intend to make any
ar®wer, but as the Mayor insists upon it, 1
will endeavor to give him such & one as the
occasion calls for. I can not travel over all
the ground the Mayor bas traversed; some

ing. The Mayor has made some comments
upon my first impressions of this matter,

The Mayor: No. These are your second
impressions. ’

Mr. Shaw: He blames me for changing
wy impreesions, and, at the same time,
thunks me for the ordipance which "he
vetoed. I think this is a proof that Lie him-
self has changed his impressions. He put
in @ tremendous veto against the ordinance
We paesed it by five to two, and now he
says, “I thaok you.”

The Mayor: For that one thing.

Mr. Shaw: When we cawe into office we
had no control over the drainage of the
city, although there was a sounding clause
in the charter that the Administrator of
Improvements should have a general con-
trol over all drainage matters. The reul |
Jurisdiction lay between the old druinage

commissioners and the Ship Island
Canal Compuny. We had nothing to
do with it for good or for ill
We could mnot affect the question

one way or the other—oould not control
the drainage funds, and practically, had no
power at all. But the late Legislature
passed an act, No. 30, of the session of 1871,
which gave us a great deal to do. One of
the first things was to construct a protec-
tion levee round the rear of this eity. This
thing came upon us as a surprise. It came
to the Mayor with a formal notice, and it
became my duty to read that notice and
this act together. This act imposed upon
us the duty of constructing some fourtcen
or fifteen miles of levee. Naturally
enough, I felt cautious, and I moved
s resolution intimating that we reserved
our powers on this subject. That we
reserved the right of contracting with other
people, and, generally, of acting for our
own advantage. This was my first impulse
on this subject. Something hLas happened
since then which tells us what is our duty
in relation to the i dations of New Or-
leans. The ordinance which the Mayor has
quoted appoints a committee composed of
the Mayor and Admwinistrators of Improve-
ments and Kinavce, gentlemen in whom we
all have confidence, and directs them to lay
out those works which are ilnpentjve].‘-

v. It is a question which now re.
curs to us: What is necessary! It is my
convietion that a protection levee is neces-
sary. It is not only declard so by this

act, but by wmy own convictions,
by my own observations and by
the events which have happened

since this act passed. I believe that the
majority of men who have examined this
matter have come to the conclusion that
this should not be delayed. It is true, as
the Mayor has reminded you, that I reserved
tha power to reject what was not NECessary;
but, does that confliot with my conclusion
that this is y! The question is,
whether we should delay this thing or not.
The majority of the committee say delay; the
minority aay, go to work, and I anr with the

will cost for exeavation $353.000. I have
gone through ‘the caleulation in my office,
and that is the cost of the whole thiog
abont which the Mayor makes such a tug-
a-boo. All the iron we ean use for all the
work this year will not hurt this city. A
bundred thonsand dollurs will boy all the
iron we will require this year. I hold that
petwithstanding any difference theére way
be in the price of the iron, we have no right
to put off this work on that account. Tte
aggregate cost of the levee will be five hue~
dred and fifty thousand dollars. The irom
may probably cost four hundred and forty-
seven thousand dollurs. Put these rogether
and they make & willion dollars, and the
Mexican Gulf Canal Company bave agreed
to take city bonds in payment of this work
at prices greater than the market valove:
and you know what interest at the rate of
eight per cent per annum is. Eight per
cent per annum on one million of dollars is
eighty thousand dollars. That is all the
Mayor is making this fuss about. 1 hope
that the Mayor's ideas will succeed in all
reasonable retrenchment, btut there is no
sense in & retrenchment which prevents bar-
riers from being interposed agaiust a flood.
What would yeu think of « man, who, when
his plantation was threatened with overtiow
instead of protecting himself, went into his
office and began to think about bad debts and.
promissory motes and liabilities runniog
from one year to another, some of which
wight vot reach him for two or three years,
The whole cost of this thing is going 10 be
one million. If the Mayor wants to answer
me and say it requires further works, 1
admit it. We require upper lines and lower
lines to connect with it, but the city is going
to protect itself from these inundations,
even if it is going to cost two or three mil-
lion dollars. Whenever the Mayor is going
to show me that entering upon this work
will lead to greater disasters than I have
demonstrated by figures, he will make some
mupression upon mwe: but he will make none
by reading wy impressions three months
#ago on an act of the Legislature which
perhaps bhad not in my bands
more than twenty-four hours. Let the
Mayor direct his attention to other pearer
and more important matters—not, perbaps,
more important, in the full sense of the
word, than this. There are plenty of re-
forms which his peculiar talents can poiot
ont; plenty of things upon which bis action
will be of service. Then, again. I am re-
winded that the bill pats in our hands
certain assets. It is true the Mayor takes
the position that they can not be collected.

The Mayor : No, I dou’t say that. Isay
I have doubrs,
Mr. Shaw: I am very glad of that. At

any rate it is our duty to try, and if we do
not do the work, we can not attempt to
collect the tax. The duty and the right to
collect the tax go hand in hand. [ presume
the Mayor is not going to relieve any of
these persons from the tax; I presume he ig
in favor of collecting it, and if so, we must
first commence the work.

The Mayor: Article twelve of our rules
says that no member shall speak more than
twice on the same question, but the wover
of any proposition shall have the right to
open and close the debate. If no one else
desires to speak I will simply say I have
spoken on questions of this sort in the
private conferences of the Council many a
time, and it is no new thing for we to be
entirely beaten by the gentleman's elo-
gaence and by his vote. I am prepared for
thut; Ido not stand up hers expecting to
gain anything, aud certainly not to wrest
from Lim the palm of supremacy in argo-
ment. But I do intend to bring the gentle-
man to the point. The first part of his
argument was thut we were compelled wo
do this thing by law; it is a legal enact-
went and we can not get away from it I
said I thanked him for this ordinance in the
same way as Portia said to Shylock, in the
Merchant of Venice:

“I thank thee, Jew, for teech ug me that word.*

I thauked bim for the ordinance in that
sense, and he knew it, and does little credit
to the intelligence of the Council if he
thinks they did not understand me in the
same way. Itis not the gentleman's first
assertion that T have read to you, not his
crude and balf-considered opinions which
ke launched out with such earnestness and
encrgy on the first occasion when this mat-
ter cuma before us, and carred the Council
with bLim, but his “sober second thought”
as expressed and drawn up in that ordi-
nance, viz: that we are not compelled to do
this thing. I mow come back upon him,
and ask was this a delusion and a snare put
in to carry the Council with him, or did he
mean what he said ! Did he mean that the
Council could, if the emergency ocourred,
limit the work at their pleasure! I would
like the gentleman to designate which horn
of the dilemma he will take.

Mr. Shaw: I vote for the protection leves
becaunse I believe it to be necessary,

The Mayor: Then is it & legal ;:eeeuitvt
Does the gentleman abandon his ground
that it is not a legal necessity !

Mr. Shaw : If the law imposes on us a
thing which is a pructical necessity, then it
i a legal necessity.  Events have proved
this to be a practical necessity, and 1 there-
fore hold it to be a legal necessity.

The Mayor: Is it sound doctrine that
the Council may limit this work !

Mr. Shaw: The Mayor has got up now,
and very modestly proposes to close this
debate, assuming thathe opened it. He did
not open the
that the minority report be adopted. He
now comes down from Lis seat and wants to
Put interrogatiories to me which he does 0ot
allow me to answer. If he wants to do this,
let him through with his speech and I
will get 4p and answer him.

minority, and am in favor of building this

The Mayor: Very well, I will put just thig

.
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question. 1 made the motion, L




