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and superintend the construction, - repair,
and preservation of all the levecs which
ohnd be placed under the management of
the company by the bill, or by virtue of

ments with the several Siates, or
with individuals, and his plans and direc-
tions are to be followed by the company. :
y is required to bave a domi-
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ciloin each of the States where there are
levees under its control; and it may be
sued upon its contracts, and for its torts in
the State where the injured party resides,
#0 that the people may not be required to
go beyond their States w assert their

riﬁhu.
"he bill n{m'inll_\' provides for the build-
ing of one levee and telegraph line, and
does not  contemplate government aid for
any other.  This levee is situated within
three States, and is fully one-half of all the
work to be done, and it will constitute the
wain pection against overflow for three-
fuurllu‘ all the alldvial bottom lands,
and the accomplishment of this will be all
that the government ought to do. The
States interested can bear the burden of
doing the balunce without scvere tuxa-
tion.

No dircet advantage will be derived by
Kentucky, Tennessee and Mississippi in les-
sening their expenses, but Lonisinna and
Arkunsas will still bave us much to do in
building levees on the tributary rivers, and
in the repair and preservation of the main
levee as the other States will Luve in the
construction, repair and preservation of all
their levees. There will be a general ad-
vantage to all these States arising from the
conception amd adaption of the best uand a
uniform system, which, it properly exe-
cuted, will cause the plan of levees, as a
means of protection, to be a practical cer-
tainty; and as it is hoped the company will
be responsible and etlicient, und one which
can perform all the work of construction,
repuir and preservation less expensively
than it can be done otherwise, the States or
individuals whose duty it is to keep up the
levees will pluce aull their work iu their
hands. Hence it is provided that contracts
way be made with the States or individusls
upon such terws and for such conditions as
may be agreed upon.

The Stutes are not interfered with, bat
the power is expressly reserved to them to
tix the liability of the company in cases of
overflow, und to prescribe the remedies for
the injured persons. The mght of way for
the levees and the raiiway is to be acquired
in conformity to State laws, and the com-
pany is prohibited from acquiring uny levee
or the ground on which it may be situated
any further than may be necessary for
levee purposes, and when the charter of the
company shall be declared forteited in the

LEVEES ON THE MISSISSIPPL,
Speech of Mr. Sheldon.

In the House of Representatives on Thurs
day, the twenty-first instant, Hon. L. A.
Sheldon, of the second district of Louisiana,
made an excelleat speech on the levee ques-
tion, which is thus reported in the Globe:

M# Speaker: It occurs to me that this
may be re; a8 an auspicious time for
Congress to give attention to the develop-
ment of the material resources of the coun-
try. The unity of the republic is assured,
the largest liberty has been counferred upon
all the citizens through the fundamental law
of the land, and the mears of protecting all
in the enjoyment of this liberty bave been
provided by appropriate and ample legisls-
tion. It seems proper, therefore, that there
should be added to these blessings the great-
est possible facilities for promoting the
material welfare of the people. The public
debt is | , I admit, but integrity and etti-
ciency in collection, and economy in the
expenditures of the revenues, togetlier with
the increase of wealth in the couutry, have
conduced to its rapid extinguishment. When
we objectify this debt it bas Luge dimen-
sions, but when considered in connection
with the resources of the nation its formid-
able appearance is greatly modified. When
the means to pay are ample no liability is
onerous. An increase of ']ml»lic wealth is
equivalent to a reduction of the debt itself.

e proposition which I shtall present will,
if adopted, have the effect to largely in-

crease the national msources, and will open
wp homes for millions, and contribute jm-
bly to the happiness of mankind,

On the first day of the session I had the

honor to introduce a Wl to incorporate the
Mississippi Valley Levee Company. That
ite provisiona may be more casily under-
stood, it is wgl to state a few facts, The
west or right bank of the Missizsipni
1A low, and liable to e overtlowe
the entire distance from Cape
in the State of Missouri, to Fort
in the State of Louisiana. A few miles of
bluffs exist about sixty miles ubove Mem-
phis. A continuons levee is necessary bhe
tween the designated points. 1t a crevasse
takes place at any point the country helow
it is more or less ‘injured. If there are no
levees in Missouri, damage is done to
Arkansas, and if the latter State neglects
those within her limits Louisiana suffers,
Henee, it i mot only necessary that the
levee should be continnous between the
points specified, but it should be skillfully
constructed, and catefully watched and
preserved. To place this single levee,
which runs through two States and into the
third, under three jurisdictions and eontrol,
the systems adopted and the management
may, and probably will, be different, and in
such event evil consequences can not be
avoided by a State which employs the most
perfect system, and praetices the greatest
vigilance. It ir important, therefore, that
this levee should be placed under one con-
trol, and that this control should be coupled
with- an interest which will be sufficient to
guarantes the exercise of proper skill and
care.

The levees heretofore constracted are not
uniform in height or of awmple strength,
and, as might be expected, retlect a great
variety of ideas as to the measnres which
are necessary to protect the country. During
the continuance of the war the people were
unable to take care of the levees, and to
natural deterioration has been added the
destruction incident to the contlict. Hence,
the whole country is in danger of being
submerged, and the people are too poor to
pay the expense of repair and coustruction
of the levees without grievous oppression.
Nor is there in existence any plan or system
by which the adequate luboring force can
be concentrated in case of threatencd
danger. *“The business of everylnﬁ_v is the
business of nobody," is a rule whiclh applies
here. The low bank on the east side 1s not
continuous, and does not, except in a single
instance, extend into two States. The
alluvial lands are small in extent ag com-
pared with those on the west bunk. There
are several tributaries on both «i®s of the
Mississippi, which must be diked for some
distance from their mouths, bat the em-
hankments need not be xo costly as those
on the wain river. If the wainlevee on the
right bunk is placed under one WannZement,
with proper means to communicate inform-
tion and to transport wen and matersls
rapidly, the levees on the left lunk and
tributaries may be advantagbously cowm-
witted to the same management.

The ohjects of the bill ure threefold: firat,
to create a system which will apply to all
the levees; second, to plice them under the
control of u single and Suterested Lead; and
third, to obtain pecnniary ail from the gov-
ernment,

The bill proposes to create cortmn mentle-
men therein nawed @ body corpyrate, with
the usual powers and privileges of similar
corporations, nad prescribes tie method of
organization. It authorizes the company to
construct a levee aud line of telegraph from
Cape Girardeau to Fort Jackson, ami to lny
arailway track on the top or alone the line
of the levee. The telezraph Iine is essential
a8 & means of transmitting inforiation from
point to point rapidly. A rail I will aftord
# more speedy means ot ¢ utrating men
and materials than that furnished Gy (he
river. Moreover, it is believed that when
there is a reasonable certainty that the
country is secare against inundation, e
gration will tend thither, uud_that in the
early future it will become ym’ the most
popilous and productive of th® rural dis-
tricts, apd that & railroad wiil be a
convenience to the people and a o
profit to the company. Whether the t

can be sately laid upon the leve: is a ques-
tion for engineers, and one upon which there
are differences of opinion, the weight buing
adverse to the proposition. The bill is xo
framed that the track may be laid upon or
along the levee, asshall be dnp-cmd by the
engineer therein mentioned. The building
of the rai is permissive, and not ob-

l!gatorg. i -
of War is required to de-
tai?:; l"h‘-’ym the United States, wlhose

sole duty whil¢'so detailed shall bo to plan

-~

manner pointed out, the leviys are to be
turned over to the States to be used or dis-
posed of as they shall direct.

The bill prants a subsidy in bonds to the
amount of 16,00 per wile. The precise
aggregate awount to be thus grauted no
one can at this time state, but it will not
yary much from eighteen willion dollars,
being a sum as nearly us can be estimated
adequate for the construction of the levee
and line of telegraph. The bonds are to
be issued in installments as the work pro-
gresses, and after u board of inspectors,
composred of disinterested citizens of the
United States, resident in the State inter-
ested in the levees, to be appointed by the
Sceretary of the Treasury, shall eertify
that the levee is constructed according to
the plans and direction of the cngineer,
and the engineer is required to see that it
shall be of sufficient Leight and strength to
prevent inundation. Farthermore, it is
provided that the bonds issued before the
work is completed shall be void in the
hauds of everybody until the whole shall
be accomplished. Hence the company can
not do the cheaper part, obtain their bonds
und then wbandon the project. The com-
pany can not complain of r]’;i-. because the

mds are issued as the work progresses.

Subscriptions to the stock of the com-
pauy can not be received except npon pay-
ment of ten per cent, and certiicates of
stock can not be issued until the tull smount
of the subscription has been paid, o that
trashy stocks can not be put upon the war-
ket to swindle and defraad the publie. It
was designed, in drawing the bill, to make
the enterprise a genuine one, and of vadae
to the people, without
ernment, and at tl
cowpany, iu carryi
an opportuntty to
uuneration,

4
ihject is too gre
lousely n ged, and the interest
are so wmomcentous that the cag
the country to be especially
invest in the project and e s
fair compensation.

It may be asked why not donate this
money directly to the S (BAwWer
that the States have =g vd tow wuch
alveady upon ill-ad d plans aud upon
specnlative  contractors.  Under ern-
went supervision wor ¢ Lo 0 be
expensively and  defecti
This is & comuon ¢
bas it been wore gy
where levees have unter gov-
ernment anspices. | o not renacions
about any particular plan, but shall cheer-
fully and earuesgly support uny that shall
seew to be the best, and inlly such a
one us shall be most ac to Con-
gress.  But any plan that does not embody
Itheral assistunce from the government, st
this time especially, will Le of littde prae-
tical value.

Mr. Speaker, no man can appreciate more
fully than Ldo the arduous labors to be per-
formed by those of us who represent the
States sitnated in the lower Mississippi val-
ley in obtaining government aid for our
levees. Muany objections must be cneoun-
tered and overcome. In this opening pre-
sentation of the subject it wust not be ex-
pected that I shall be able to anticipate and
inswer all that may be int 1. But
some, I think, I mway anticipute and dis-
pose of,

I already hear it said, as Las been said
many times before, that levees will not
aftord the protection necessary; that there
are other less expensive and wore eflicient
methods of aveiding inundation.  This,
bhowever, is no new idea; for I have Leard
of rages who, having taken a short steam-
boat ride upon the Mississippi river, have
formed such convictions, ha upon argn-
ments as vapid us their observations were
cursory,

I bear also the striet constructionists in-
terpose the objection of waut oY constitu-
tional power, when the very spirit which
pervades the constitution conveys the idea
that it was formed and is to be wdiwinis-
tered to promote the general welture.,

I kuow, too, that in the presence of this
rruponliuu the national purse strings will
e strengthened  and tightened—that the
bondholders will make haste 1o exumine
the latest foreizn and dowestic bond guota-
tiong, and the Treasury Department will
caleulate how muech longer it will take to
pay off an addition of ditteen or twenty
mwillions at the rate of FLHL0000,000 per
anuum,

I see, also, the «cliish and miserly shrog
their shoulders and as<ume Jooks of
ishment, and local interests aml proj -
put on the fuce of wditterence, while u
thousands ot our fellow- i
preparations to
they are po stully resist,
ot a sol more fertile than tuit in the
ancient villey of the Nile, and the enltiva-
ton o which will contribute immensely to
the wenlth and happiness o; nution,

But those who bave investizated and are
interested in this not to be de-
terved by these for 2 > They
ouly ask @ candid and caref: 1
of the subject by Congress
andd they will then content
resalt which may e attaine

Whether levees are the
be employdd to pre
at this Lete duy, to e g o
The Ni Vol
suevessiully

Holland, in
wedd Tronn the sea
an has been sie
question f
proved detveti
lgenee in execution bavi

I precedents and expericnos
to have weight, the plan o
rior to all others, ought 1o
clared xf decisis lonz A
and expericnee we n
and science.  This suly
paticht and long continued study | 3
ot onrmost learned and practical ineers,
and 1 ehallenge dental of the assertion thut
among such there is no'division of opinion.
All concar in the opinion ihat levees ure the
least expensive and most sensible aud ef-
fective weans of reclaiwing and preserving
this section of our couuntry.

The attention of the government was at-

the States

been buail

e,

¥ ahide by the

" lcans to
wootnzht not,

niroverted point.
and other rivers Lave

Ieen t

tracted to this subject several years ago,
and 8o mpch interest was felt that o
k commission was appointed to iu-
vestigate and report upon it. That in-
vestigation was the work of years, and
combined arduous and persistent labors
with the bighest scientific attainment and
greatest scope ‘of mind. No subject of a
similar character has ever been o ex-
haustively considered in this country. The
vern-
become a text-bovk for en-
The subject of
evees is there presented phlilosophicall
and practically, and every other plan 1%
exploded and all objeetions to this annihi-
ractices under similar condi-
tivns and the arguwents in that report
ought to put an end to cavil and remove
every dout. The tinale of the whole mat-

report has been published by the g
ment, and has
ineers and men of science.

lated. The

ter is thus ststed :

“The preceding discussion of the ditferent
plans of protection has been so elaborate,
and the conclusions adopted have been so
well established, that little remaius to he
said under the head of recommondations.
It has been demonstrated that no advantage
can be derived either from diverting tribu-
that
the plun of eut offs and of new and enlurged
outiets to the gult are too costly and too
The plan of
levees, on the contrary, which has always
v its simplicity and
* re-
lied upon tor protecting all alluvial bottom
lands luble to inundation below Cape Gir-
ex-
tensive and costly, and will exact more
unity of nction than has thos fur been at-
The recent legislution of Missis-
in organizing a judicious State system
of operations, however, shows that the ne-
cessity of more concert s hegzinning to be
understood. When each of the other States
adopta a similar plan, and all unite in a
general system of protection of each part,
the alluvial valley of the Mississippi may | tag

taries or construeting reservoirs, and

dungerous to be attempted.
recommended itself |
direet repayment ol investment may

ardeaun. The works, it is true, will be

tained,
Ripy

be protected against inundation.’
I

f any doubt exists upon this point I
commend him in whose mind such doubt
tudy of the report of
General Humphreys upon “the physics and

ver, and
upon the protection of the ulluvial region
It will be seen from the
report that levees are not only practical
and necessary, but that coucert of uction 1s

rests to a thorough s

hydraulies of the Mississippi nv

from overtlow.,”

reguisite to wake protection a certainty.

iswissing this point, I shall address

myselfl to the question ot constitution
power to ot this bill.
of the su

objections that may be urged.

tionality. It matters little wh

same opposition is interposed.

do the crotchety lawyers who create
system of practice which made a

technicality more potent than justice in the

decision of a canse.

Itis curivus how this sacred document
Las been made to assume forms and shapes
to kuit the whims or interests of individuais
and of localities. When Luman rights were
reured
ted
ample provisions to accomplish these ends.
When the Union pleaded tor preservation,
amd the
ent and
document,
form a more per-
h justice, iusure domes-

to be siricken down, and slavery
and expanded, the constitution e«

G

the enslaved appealed for reli
whole people sought enfrunchis
citizenship, this blessed  old
which was or -
fect union, esta
tic tranquility, provide for the common
fense, promote the general welture, a

cure the blessings of libert)
came shriveled and juice
winds of some

without a grant of authority to aid or per-
mit the attiinment of any of these heng
resnlts,

red throngh etforts to
at works, and when it is p
i its vaduable lands, incre
el enlaree and cheapen t
of transportation and iutercommun
or whatever good is son o be e

the government, there are wen who tind | g
b i

the constitution as barren of power as

heart of Shylock was destitutgor bumamty.

The sovernm
has not be
large the ¥
dition of the people,
and hozx
the encon
foreizn ane
subsulized
HeW countrie
went il cnlnivation of the vae
The prnneiple thut Congre=s wa

1t, however, of Jate )
Ml oin s et
or amelior

It i

QU

I- S
d companies

nt lat

turned.
whenever the olject to be accomp
redound to the commwon we
pecially when it does not encroa
!,ru-ru;:ni\n_-- of the States.
Hen

DR

that it fully recognizes State authority

-

State laws in all respects, and any connee-
tion of the States with the project wust be

wholly voluntary.

I huve ut all times anticipated opposition
to this or any similar proposition, uet only
Upon
Happily the consri
The
power to expend the public money for
such a purpose was discussed and definitely
settled in the early period of our history
wdent Madison recou-
canals be built by
o
doubit o his own as to his anthority to
do this, he suggested that if there were any
who did, the didicnlty might be obviated by
an amendment to the constitution in the
FPresident
he
same thing, but with wore liberality as to
the subjects embraced, and attirmed the
constitutionnlity of such action in an argu-
went brief in words, but comprehensive in

upon  constitutional @ grounds,  but
grounds of economy.

tutionsl question is nota new o

in purallel cases. Pre
mended that roads ang
Congress.  And while be expressed

manner therein pointed out.
Jolin Quiney Adams  recommended

scope and convinemng in etfect.
v

essa took grounds against the
internal improvements recommended 1)
iredecessor, for the reason that in his opin-

mstitution did not contain the

quisite grant of power. Subsequently, how-
W i@ specinl message o Congress, de-
voted to this subject alone, he claborately
ion of constitutional au-
v part of
that instinment from which anybocy had
-
longed to the school of striet constrnetion-
ist=, and must have adopted the conclusions
in that messuze with great re-
WWEr o uppropriate money
¢ treasry tor works of mter-
ient he found to exist in the

ove

dizcussed the g
thority, in whi

*reViewse very

claimed the power was derived. I

anunonne
luctanes, Ti
irom the pub
nal improve
clunse which suvs:

et taxes, dati

E il provide tor
common defense and general welfioe,”
Maintaining whit scews so ¢}

revenues for the

priate
the

the
e 1

he asserted

thority of Congress to raise money int
four wodes specitied, wul thar the

thority to approp + was egnally L
provided drs

purposes designg He laid down
principle that in raising revenae there w
no restrat upon the Representative

limitation. and
t the o

shull be

v in Lis me
11 i
s soiind, and as
e in the administy

He refused hLis signat

2overnment,
thur Wil only becanse lie deemed tl

|

JJ

] and not na
ihe priciice of the government tor
halt ¢ entury without a single
fre

s admiinistrat
o combat the e
Jacksou.  Althongh his ¢

pree

Upun this braneh
1 do not expect to be able to
anticipate all the technical and eaptions
It has
grown to be a habit, if not a dicease, of
some mwinds to meet a legislative measure
with the stunning objection of unconstitn-
ier the
measure be 1o enlarge the liberties or ame-
liorate the condition of the people, the
Sometimes
I have thought that it was really a faet that
the tathers made the constitution with the
sole view of seeing how completely power
could be denied to the people 1o do goud to
themselves, and how much they could out-

sddenly be
ess, amd to the
was tound to v wholly

So now. after the nation has lived

Paets tor

ree,
arterel andd
to ot un
to enconraze the sertle-
Is. |
v elarter |
companivs is too well establishied 1o be over-
This may and onght 1o he dons
wed will
o vs-
L npon the
The bl lhas
fully drawn so a2 not to be ub.
Jectionabie in this respeet. Tt will e noteed

dent Monroe, in an early annual

mygress shall have power to lay
L imiposts aud ex-
the

i in those
days, that the Jatter part of the aloye
gaoted clunse grants the power to appro-

PUEPOses ex-
uniimted  an-

spenditure is contined to ti
the
s
X

Lis respons=ibility to his constiiuent
tation the anthority wis
i the ad-
et for which the
nationul in 1is

pro- | iug, and in s
il Such has been | 6l the daty to o
hie Just
ubjection
) high authority, except by Presidont
in vetoing a river and barbor bitl dur-
n. He did not dssunme
trines of Monroe wnd
jections in part
were based on constitutional grounds, their
¢ nuture has ever been intungible to
wy wind, whatever effect may have heen
wrouzht npon the minds of others. At all
eveuts. Lis views have never bad an appre-
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, | viable effect in shaping the polioy of the

governiuent upon this nn!ﬁecl-

The positiona taken by Monroe and Jack-
ron are undoubtedly correct, except as to
whom belongs the right to decide upon the
nationality of the enterprise cont¢mplated.
The Representative is responaible to his
constituents for everythiog he does and
for every view he cntertains upon public
affairs, und upon which he acts. It makes
no difference whether it be an international,
copstitutional or economic question. This
responsibility constitutes the reason why
he should be invested with the sole right
to determine whether the object for which
the public money is appropriated is nation-
al. Tam content that the proposition to
grant the aid contemplated by the bill un-
der consideration sha!l be decided upon the
principle annunciated.

It nay be diflicult in many cases to de
terwine whether an appropriation is made
for a nationul ohject. uch depends npon
the rule that shall be adopted insuch cases,
Where the beneficial effect will be universal
and equal, no doubt can be entertained.
But such a case can lumlly arise, except in
the payment of a debt. It is then presumed
that the whole rn-n;nle wre equally benefited.
It 18 not by such a rule, however, that this
question should be tested.  Congress has o

1l ate money for the common
-rul welfare. No one has
ever questioned the power to build o fort
in Florida, yet none can sce how that act
ill contribute to the defense of Oregon or
Alask Congress builds lighthouses and
Litrbors on the coast of Maine, yet the peo-
ple on the coast ot California receive no
direct advantage frow it. The true theory
is that &s cach section is an integral part of
the whole nation, & benefiy conterred upon
a locality whose condition, physical and
otherwise, seem to demand aid, will operate
to the benetit of the whole.

The question is, will the appropriation
sought be compensated for in the advan-
s which will result; is it needed, and
are the people to be directly benefited suthi-
ciently numerons and the section of sutii-
cient consequence to be developed and pre-
served ! I these questions may all be an-
swered in the afficmative, the character of
nationality ought to attsel to the,proposi-
tion, e Janguage of the constitution is
that Congress way provide for the general,
not the universal welfare. The improve-
ment contemplated by this bill is of such
wagnitude, and the influence of its secom-
plishment will be so wide-spread in promot-
g the wealth and strength of' the republie,
and in its contributions toward human hap-
piness, that I cheerfully leave the nation-
ality of its character to be determired by a
rule the most rigid and illiberal. Let us
tirst know the fucts, and then come to a de-
cision, Upon the faets which I shall present
L rest the case, and feel contident that ul-
timately the judgment of Congress and the
country will pronounce the measure a proper
national undertaking, and of great economic
iwportance.

The alluvial boitom lands souglit to be
protected against inundation by the con-
struction of levees contain about twenty
willion acres, or pearly thirty thousand
equare miles; an area four times as large
dom of Holland, four times as ex-
tensive as Massachusetts aud neaily equal
to one-half of all the New Englund States,
These lands are situated in the middle of
the continent, and border upon the greatest
natural inland thoroughfare in the world.
They have drawn their fertility for ages
from one-half the econtinent. Every fertil-
izing ugent frown the decayed vegetation of
the valleya und the minerals of the moun-
tains has found a lodgment here.  They are
situated, toe, in that part of the temperate
zone most adapted to valuable productions
and wast ¢clebrated for salubrity of climate,

The productiveness of these lands is un-
der=tood in a general way, but their real
value is only comprehended when we apply
the test of statisties. I regret that I have
- | baen unable to obtain wore complete infor-
- | mation.  In the year INWY, from 876,000 yeres
i Louisiana, there were produced cotton,
corn. sugar, and rice of the value of 105,
U000, or about 190 per acre. There are in

1

n | that State fully six willion acres liable to

and it is safe to say that four mill-

overfiow
i enltivated, and that the annual

00 may

Yiehl per acre will approximate 2100, These
fands in thut State ought to add cach
r to the productions of the nation

u million acres of the
ted by levees may be
ud at the rate of sixty
u oacre, which is a low estimure,
eoate valne would be $000,00
| nui—quite sutficient o hguidate
cutire public debt in three years, with
|l s cradng intorest thercon, Liere ispro-
I.ll:-'nv cuongh  to employ

and a balt altural Ia
!.n:.d to futnish support for of
|

%l"“.l'n\l i,
famds 1
1

peonie
Sury Iy this sreat productivencss, and the
m that b sustuined

Inrge populat

P
aprise which will bring
at speh w resiadt, The uselul character
cerops grown upon these lands, and
remustances which will compel their
vation alimost solely | ¢ itnportant
considerations,  The uplands of the South
are not generally of a very fertife quality.
Such ve been ealtivated i
eral eugth of time have b :
nigh exhausted. They are not as ily re-
suscitated as lands in snow county Their
strength is wasted away by winter v
They are not adapted to the growth of val-
uable grasses, mannres are notas plentitul as
in conntries where much feeding is done: and
when applied to the soil they do not ¢on-
tribute to productiveness for any great
length of time, 5
Henee, cotton planters will of necessity
be driven to the vichest alluvial localities,
and none exceed the richness of the lands
on the Mississippi and tributaries.  Witlhin
the lust half century something above one
Lundred million bales of cotton have been
grown in the United States. Their value
can not be less than five thousand million
dollurs, Nearly ninety million bales have
been produced in the last thirty yvears, and
for four years of that time there was almost
a Liatus in its enltivation. Asq 1 do not
believe in any monarehical institution, I do
not thick *cotton is king,” but I do regard
it as a very useful servant—one. indeed,
which is almost indispensible.  We have
sutlered much from adverse balances of
trade, which have been paid off with the
coin and bullion of the country. Deduet
from our exportations the sit item of
cotton for tw ¢ years last pas
how the balane inst us will foot up.
ke this item out and the nation would
be compelled to go into bhankruptey. or
turn half our population inte quarrying
and  erushing quartz roek to obtain the
means to weet our liabilities. At times
wany of mlr’wnpln- have gone wilid on the
subject of ining, and our wealth in
araded and ex-
tolled, as it no financial mishap conld b
take us so long as we possessed this re-
souree; vet in the last twenty years ¢
has enviehed  uswmore than fonr tim
s the gold and stlver mines, in its
contributions to commeree, and in meeting
the demand  for toreizn exchange, and im-
measurably more has it promoted the com-
forts of the hum Lnily,  These fuets, so
biri o, vat to justiiy the
tve proposed, it
ra equally potent to intine

nee

ir, that fora consider-

Are you aware,
i east of

able g th
the river ean not | communication with
those on the other unless inandation 18
prevented: that for move than a thonsand
miles commerce and the mail serviee s

woached by railronds
wagon romls: and that i the teaps-Mis-
led men and muni-

antages aml de-
the facts, and is nor the
s worthy of liboral nu-

W nre
avoidance of ail the
tonal uid?

The tine Les come when we must hegin
T consic {RISH] ty
necessity o more thorough
tentie ation of onr a
n intent on
wer the surince, un-
zit amld instioute more
thorougliness stares us in the faee,  Nome
people may be astonished to bear thar
there is comparatively little public Lind e
waining which is desirable for a
mrpuses. | omake the assertion, snd ¢
!rn;,'u suceesstul contradietion. We s

coloniz

“more roow” sooner than we antici-
pite, unless we commence the reclauation
amld cultivation of the good soils whicl
Lave been left behind in our race to tind
the western terminus.  Already the tide of
ewigration has been brought to a halt by
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waters of the Pacific, and we shall soon
::: it .eddying bnckward and ﬁ“i:‘f up the
country over which it hes glided so hur-
riedly.

The policy of the government is such
that i;p; deemed both benevolent and
economical to present the public lands
to actual settlers. The public lands are as
much the property of the nation as the
public moneys. I am unable to mark the
distinction between giving ‘{llndl ::’ﬂtl:
ieople and in ap)| riati 6 o
Lecll;im or creut:m dll_ll%r them. The
protection of the alluvial bottom lands
aguinst inundation is creating lands for
the people’s oceupation and cuf_ii\-nmn.

Sir, my education aml sentiments have
ever beem averse to kectional idess and
prejudices.  Justice and faig dealing, how-
ever, in u popular form of gl:werumcnt de-
mand thit the blessings of the governwent
should be dispensed with due reference to
the principle of equality toward all sec-
tions. Anterior to the war the politicians
and_statesmen of the South unfortunately
applied their great capacities in concen-
trating popular sentiment upon one idea,
which they deemed most essential to the
welfare of their section, and in the use of
the power thus acquired they showed great
strategic abilities,  The subject of material
deyelopment was neglected, while the poli-
ticiuns and statesmen of the North ap-
plicd themselves with creditable zeal to ml-
vance the material welfare of their people
by means of governwent aid.

In this condition of things it is not sur-
prising that the North ouatstripped the
South in the race for wealth. If, on exam-
ination, it is discovered that the beneficence
ot the government has been more bounti-
fully bestowed upon one section than upon
another it would be but the expression of
akindly avd fraternal eentiment to seek
portumity npon a weritorious case to
that beneficence equal, so far as it
way be practicable to do so.

Appropriations for thg improvement of
rivers und harbors be, in 1824, Since
that time upward of thirty-two million dol-
lurs bave been given for these works. The
South hud more sea coast than all other
parts of the country before our territory
was enlarged by the aquisition of our Pael-
lie possessions; and now, in number and
wagnitude, her rivers exeeed thoso of all
other sections.  Her productions attracted
commerce to her shores, and her territory
comprised full one-half the republie. Yet,
frow the sum apprepriated for the improve-
ment of rivers und harbors, the Northern
States obtuined more than twenty-seven
million dollars, and the South less thau five
willion dollars.

Tiw same advantage seems to have been
secured in the appropriation for publie
buildings. From the beginning of the gov-
‘ut to July I, 1871, the Northern States
ceived upward of twenty-three million
dollars, und the South €ight and a quarter
mwillion.  All the States south of the Poto-
wae and the Ohio and Missouri are classed
as Southern States. The sums given the
Territories and Distriet of Columbia are not
tuken into the account. When we reach
the subject of lands donated to railroad
companies, the disparity is even greater.

The Northern States have had, in round
numbers, 140,000,000 acres, and those of the
South less than 37,000,000, Miseouri being
classed with the South; and included in this
quantity of lond are all the grants which
were made before and which lapsed during
the war by limitation, ouly a few of which
have sinee been revived. Thia statement
ewbraces all the lands donated to the sev-
eral Pacitic railroads, counting the Texas
Pacific with the South, and of conrse it does
not include the §64,000,000 in United States
bonds which were given to the Union and
Central Pacitic companies.

It is true the Northern States contain a
greater population, und contribute mwore to
the revenues, but not in proportion to the
superior government beneficence of which
they bhave been the recipients,  Estimating
the lands as of equal value, and at 81 25 per
acre, und including the $64,000,000 in bonds,
the subsidics granted to Northern compa-

nics aggregate  £239,000,000, and those
ited 1o the  South amount to buar

00, and from this sum should be
deduected the value of the lapsed grants,
which 1 luve not the means of estimating.
Mr. Speaker, I have not made a presenta-
»se gtatistical facts with any design
of exciting sftional  prejudices, or  to
cause a feeling to arise in the minds
of  the  people of  the South that
they  Lave  been  wronged, but  to
appeal to the sense of justice and to the
prnciple of an equal distribution of Wess.
inzs which oughit to actuate every Aweri-
can heart, awd which, I am contident, will
soner or luter dominate in all our public
actions, and beeanse I feel that there is no
1t subject more entitled to call forth
reiso of these high motives than the
el L preseuting far your consid-

one w
erition,

It has been a national misfortune that the
e wd purposes of the people of the twao
sections have t 80 widely and so bitterly
divergent. The ‘uts of the last ¢ e
have swept away ditferences in sentiments
as well as in institutious.  The day is at
hand when all will act unitedly, and the
people of the South will enter npon u cureer
in which they will emulare the North in
every great amd good work. Their money
and energies will be cheertully applied to a
toration of the country from its existing
rittion, £

I have made an exhibit of
poverty and their great needs, that
considerate minds may have a knowledyge
of all the circumstances which will induce
favorable action in their bebalt,

The government has done many great
ambmoble activns to promote national pros-
i But none are greater than this
ve ask. The Congress has donated
to private corporations for the construction
of a railroad from Omaha to San Francisco,
a distance of nineteen hundred and fourteen
miles, #100,000,000 in bonds and lands. No
one will underrate the greatness of this act.
We ask lese than twenty million dollars to
build a levee about eleven hundred miles,
which will reclaim and preserve ever
twenty mlilion acres of the choicest land of
carth, and which will remove grievous ob-
structions to domestic commercesand inter-
communication. I aver it, except in the
idea of a thoroughfare from ocean to ocean,
and the facilities to divert Asiatic trade to
and across our conntry, the building ¢t the
levees will be of more value to the nation
than the construetion of a Pacitic railroad.
The twenty million acres of alluvial hottom
lands contain more wealth than a strip of
couniry two hundred wiles in width from
the Missouri river to the Pacifie ocean

In the proposition un consi
¥ou are shown an enterprise which w
abundantly te the national wealth, and
which will put money into the tgeasury—a
project which will keep busy the spindlis of
New England, which will<furnish a market
for the coal and iron of Peur
for the cereals of the
which will supply 1)
currier, and e nzes for internatio
trade It will cheapen the shirt apon every
man’s back, and the sugar that sweetens
his coffee.  Upon these reclaimed lands a
dense population will grow rich from honest
industry, and when an oceasion is pre-
sented, it will be demonstrated that in the
ntre of the continent will be found

coumon

very
the greatest strength and power of the
republie.

e
Cincinnnti and Southern Railrond.
Crvaxsarn, December 22, —Resolutions
ealling a repeal of the law authorizing
Cincinnati to issite bonds to the amount or
ten millions of dollars to build the Sonthern
vailway, and divecting the eity solicitor to
Sue ont un injunction to prevent the is
the same pending legislation on the &y
were introduced te in the board of al-
dermen by I 1B, Bissell, aud referred to the
1 elaims,
t that those who are opposed
ing this expenditure propose
this juncture to prevent
d i this work, kindred
resolutions  bay on introdoced in the
clamber of connueree sinee the pablication
of the resolation,
56 il

The socicty men in New York are beoin.
ning to make their appearance with their
fmir ar grand duke, e bt

plish this result, aml,
will soon be a demand

blondes ean ae
consoquently,

rful way to
nee o dunes
with Alexis. The clerk of the Sonthery
Hotel, in which the ball is to be, hunlrrml.\'
fitteey bundred applications on hand. The
applicants average thirty-three years of

St. Lonis girls are in a
know if they will get a ¢l

INSURANOE.
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W. H. PRCEHAM, President.
W. T. HOOKER, Vice President.
L. McADAM, Secretary and Actuacy.

(GUARDIAN MUTUAL LIFE INSUR-
ANCE COMPAXY OF NEW YORK.

Established in 1859,

ALL POLICIES NON-FORFEITABLE.
CASHE OR THIRD KNOTE PREMIUMA
NO NOTES REQUIRED.

of A

G. A. FREDRIEAR, 8

DIRECTORS:
Hon. Johh A. Dix, New York.
milye & Co).

Company,
Minot C. Morgan, Banker.

Sugar Befining Company.

John J. Crane, President Bank of Republie.
William M. Vermilye, Banker, Wall street (Ver-

Charles G. Rockwood, Cashier Newark Banking
Hon. George Opdyke, ex-Mayor of New York

Thomas Rigney, firm Thomas Rigney & Co.
B B. 8h T New York Bteam

Aaron Arnold, firm Arnold, Constable & Co.
e, lawyers.

Riehard H, B , of Wet &

William Wilkens, irm W. Wilkens &
Julius H. Pratt, Merchant. o
William W. Wright, Merchant,
Cliarles J. Starr, Merchant.

William Allen, Merchant.

surance Company.
John H, Sherwood, Park Place,

Twenty-third street, New York.
William T. Hooker, Wall street,

George W. Farlee, Lawyer,
W. L. Cogswell, Merchant.

street, New Orleans.

E. V. Haughwont, firm E V. Hanghwont & Co.

Co

George W. Cuyler, Banker, Palmyra, New York.
George T. Hope, President Contineatal Pire In-

Walton H. Peckbam, eoruer Pifth avenue and
Edward H. Wright, Newark, New Jarsey

JOSEPH MAGKNER,
Manager for Lomsiana and Texas, No. 158 Common

TIU'I'ONIA

or
NEW ORLEANS.

Lowent Rates.

INSURANCE COMPANY

Imsure Fire, Murine and River Risks mt

TEMPORARY OFFICE, NO. 111 GRAVIER STREET,
NEAR THE CORNER OF CAMP STREET.

.. 91,000,000
700,000

A. RIMER BADKR, President.
CH. ENGSTFELD, Vice President.
GEORGE STROME) ER, Secretary.

Board of Trustees:

A. Rimer Bader, M. Frank,
W. B, Schmidt, Theodore Lilienthal,
Louis Schueiaer, Frank Roder,
J. M. Schwartz, Hermanu Eicke,
F. Rickert, iller,
Jaeob Hussinger, Ch, Engatfeld,
8, L. Nasits, {. Pollmann,
Louis Sch G. L. L. Mayer,
x .;:1 X § Weé:lrnbuh.
A ogreve, N. A. Banmgarden,
W. Davis, & ph Reller,
i T. Del

OF NEW OLRLEANS,

charter, the cotupany
ment for the year en

Decembe
On Fire Risks....
On Marive Risk
On River Risks. .

Add—
Cuterminated Risks for 120,,

Deduct—

Net earned premiuma for 1970
Losses paid during same period vi.
$78,539 0
51,08 61

13913 79
3022

General Bxpenses.,
Discount on Prem-

pmmu‘d JOM0: ke vt sesnne

Net Profit,

@5 C i
Bouds...... ...

6 State Bonds..
44 City 8even Per Cent Bonds...
4 LO.0.P.Bonds.....aau.e.....

3 Grand Lodge of Louisisna Bonds,

sud  RBailroad

23 Shares Canal Bank*........
80 Shares Crescent City Ban! .o
59 Shares Lounisinaa State Bank*..
50 Shares Mechanice'

5 Shares Merchants' Buuk..

Bills Receivable........
Serip of other Insurance Compan
State Coupons....eeeseernnnseesnnnnn
Premiums in course of collection

*lucluding Dividenda,

Tsouas ANDRRs0N, Sceretary,

first day of Januwry, 1571,

Youth each.

FFICE OF THE sUN MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY

6l..cccveeenicni . Cnmp streel.......o.vvvee. 81

FIFTESENTH ANNUAL STATEMENT,

New Oxiuass, January 21, 1871,
In conformity with the requirements of thelr
ublish ﬂ.e. following state-
December 31, 1870
Amount of premiume for the vear ending thirty-irst

sa482 1

51511 0
—$276,343 11

Unterminated Risks for 1290, 45,612 04
914 %

20,964 58— 130,514 (3

fums...oiiiiiee, 16031 91
Iuterest en Scripa., 47,454 42
Be-insurances..... 3,114 3811757 2
Amount reserved for unnd-
Justed losscs less savings.. 6.755 4
274,716 38
Lesa—
Discount and interest, and
57,995 80

2 N. 0. Turners' Association, ..........
600 Shares N. 0. Gas Light Company~,..
224 Shares Citizens' Bank of Loulsiana,
350 Shares Union Bauk of Louisiana®..

and  Tradery
Btk vercenoccoranarancacs e

37 Bharea Harbor Protection Company

OBt i0iiTsnr aa e sis i uonsin s suymnsy BT, 0] 2

The above statement is & just, true ard oorroE;
trauscript from the bLooks of the Company.
THOMAS SLOO, President

STATE 0F LOTisIANA, PARISK 0P ORLEANS,
City of New Orleans,

Sworn to and subsenbed before me this twenty-

ANDREW HERO, Jx.,
Notary Publie. y

The Board of Directors hnve resolved to pay six
per cent interest on the outstanding Certificates of
Protits, on and after the second Monday of Febru.
ary, 1271; aleo, tifty per cout on the balance of the
ecrip of the year 1253, payable on and after the
tuird Mounday in March, 1571, and they have fur-
ther declared & dividend of ten por eent on the
net earned Participating Preminms for the yenr
ending December #, 1970, for which certifinates
will be issued on sod after the twentieth day of

March next.
THOMAS SLOO, Presidont.
JOHN G. GAINES, Viee Preaiden:,
THOMAS ANDERSON, Boeretary,
DIRECTORS:

Jokn G. Galoes, E. J. Hart,

B. Biscoe, Henry Renshaw,

L N, Marks, W. E. Seymour,

J. Wels, R. 8. Venables,

W. A. Kent, Richard Flower,

Hugh Wilson Thomas Bloo.

anily

vee $13,06 00
The Company have tle following Assets, eeti-
mated at the lowest market cash values, vis:

City
$335,425 00

ERCHANTS* MUTUAL INSURANCE
COMPANY OF NEW ORLEANS

Ne. 104 Canal street.
SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL STATEMENT.

In eonformity with the requirements of therr
charter, the P publish the following state]
ment: ¢
Premiums reccived during the year ending May
31, 1671, inciuding unearned premiums of the
previous year—
On fire risks. .. ..ooene
On marine risk
On river risks. .

eee-B1,101,062 64

Total preminme. . coeveenes
222423 08

Less uncarned premiums. .

Net earned preminms, May 31, 1871.... $%76,640 4
Losses puid—

prewiumes.... . 3005237
Total... 6643 39435
Deduct interest.

33,260 75—~ §615,135 60
Profit..ceucccsnsinisnnerincssiicesncess. $263,565 04

The company have the following assets—
Real estate..
City bonds. .
Bunk and railroad stoeks.. .
Notes secured by mortgage............ 41053 20
Notes secured by pledge...

Bills receivable.............
Premiums in course of collection. 62,003 4
State bonds.....oociuenine 1,500 00
Berip of other companies ” 6,112 50
Stock of Vallette Dry Dock Company.. 19,300 0%
Stock of Levee Steam €otton Press.... 3,300 00
Btock of Marine Dry Dock and Ship

Yard Company...ccvuuveansnsrnsees 3,700 00
Harbor Protection Company........... 1,500 08
Mortgage bonds Grand Lodge of Luuisi-

BOB..ooniiossancnsnsansacssssesssress 2,000 06
Mortgage bouds Turners' Association., 2,20 00
Mortgage bonds Odd Fellows' Hall. ... 5,000 00
Steck Opern House Association.,. . 3,000 00
Judgments.... 33 18,134 10
Cash on hand.. 381,263 88

Total A88618. . ucuvrirnnrrrannsneessns. $1,483,199 57
Less— Unclaimed intdrest

and interest payable

July next on all out.

sianding scrips of the ’
COMPADY.evvrnrareens B$T8,745 90

Issy¢s of ecrip for the
years 1053, 1364 and
1865, payable in July..
Unesrned premiums on
May 31, 157 L. uureee... 222422 00— $481,057 80
$1,002,131 67
The sbove statement {s & fust, true and correcs
transcript from the booksof the company.

P. FOURCHY, President.
6. W. NOTT, Secretary.

179,880

Srarm or Lovistaxna,
Parish of Orleans, City of New Orleans. !
Sworn to and eubscribed before me the third day
of June, 1571,
JOSEPH CUVILLIER, Notary Publie,

At shmeeting of the Board of Directors, held on
the third day of June, 1871, it was resolved to de-
clares serip dividend of thirty per cent on the net
earned participating premiums for the year end-
ing thirty-first of May, 1871 for whieh certificatee
will be isaned on and after the first day of August
next. Alse, to pay on and after the second Mon-
day in July next the whole issues of Serip for the
years 1863, 1864 aud 1865, and six per cent interest
on all outstanding scrip of the company.,

DIRECTORS:
P. Fourchy, L. F. Generus,
P. Maspero, P. 8. Wilts,
D. McCoard, S. Z. Relf,
M. Puig, Joseph Hopw,
D. A, Craflraix, Charlee Lattte,
jed Iy J. J. Fernandez.

NEW ORLEANS CAL
INSURANCE "COMPANY.
UfMice Corner of Cnmp nod Cnnal Streets.
ASSETS DECEMEER 31, 1070, 912,742 07,
Insures fire, marine mvﬂ' risks, dividing the
.;- ot each dnmmentll?:'\‘rptdr 1o the in.

ed. ES, Presiden
. W. Hixcs, Secretary. S

Directors.
George Urquhart, M. Payro, -
Placide Forstall,

A” Bochereau,

G, W, Baheock,

A. Scliretber,

Chiarles Lafitte,

T. Bailly Blauchard,
myl2 iy

ustus Releliad,
Ernest Miltenberger,
B. Schmidt,

J. ‘Tn_vu.

C&B!l‘l‘.’.‘l‘ MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY

Twenty.secend Annunl Statement.

NEW ORLRANS, May 19, 1071,
The Trustees, in conformity to the charter, snb.
mit the following statement of the affairs of the
cempany oo the thirtieth day of April, 1871
Fire premtums for the year...$180,572 S0
Marine premiums for the year 70,195
River premiums for the year. 222613 88

8473323 00
Earned premiums, less reinsurance and
return premiums..,................. $400,010 5=
Losses paid and estimated as follows:
On fire risks. ....,, $4579 95
On marine risk: 19,195 09
Ou river risks..... 72,639 45
— SN e

Taxes paid and estimated. ., a°enen
Discount in lieu of scrip,

slamps, expenses, inter.

eet account, ete., less dis-

count, ete.,, seseeas 50103 5;

—_— NI

—
wevanes. B168,457 48

Leaving net profits.
The eompany has the following aseets:
Billa receivable...ovuann...... $24.339 11
Loans on bond and mortgage 91,143 33
0

Loans on pledge of stocks at RaloAaL 40
Chillieicrannae
Cash on hand...

2,716 66
119,m5 77
——
Renlestafe........ccevvnnvnnnnen.
City bouds, bank aud other stoe
Premiums In course of collection...,

405,012 43
75,000 00
. 228745 00

Totali.eernies

The company has also suspended—
Notva, stocks and bonds..,
Forfeited scrip......,...
Less interest on serip, .,

53429 53
corTeg

The above statement is a true and
trauscript from the books of the company.
THOMAS A, ADAMS, President.
Hexky V. Ocoes, Secretary,

. PAxi<u o» OrLEANS, )
City of New Orleaus, ' §
Bworn toand subseribed before e, this nine
tevuil day of May, W. V. EVANS,
Second Justice of the Pence.

The Board of Trustees resolved 1o pay interess
8t tix per cent in each on all outstanding certitt-
cates of serip, and also to Pay in cash PIFTY PER
CENT of the lssue of 1860, to the legal holders
thercof, on and after the lirst Mouday in June
DexL, V

They have nlse declared a scrip dividend of
FIFIY PER CENT on the etarned premdams one
titled to pasti to, for the year endgng April 30,
1831, for wlifeh eertificates will be ‘ssned on and

aftir the first Monday in August next, free of Rov-
erament tax

THOMAS A, ADAMS, President.

C. T.BUDDECKE, Viee Preaider
Biuny ¥V, Ouoex, Secretary,
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Thomaa A, Adams, Samuel H. Rennel
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F. 8lmma, E. H. Summers,
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