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Mr. Blackman, in offering the following
resolution:

Resolved, That in the interests of peace
and order, and to settle any difticulty that
may exist as to legality of the House of
Representatives, we respectfully rgguest
both houses, in order to settle their differ-
rnces, that they assemble in the hall of the
House of Representatives, with all the
members that were entitled to seats on the
fourth day of the session, and, after calling
the roll, proceed to un organization. Thut
all forces in and around the State House be
removed, and all sergeants-at-arms be dis-
banded except the regular Sergeant-at-Arms
and his assistants.

Said he thought the passage of such a
resolution was emwinently proper and neces-
eary at this tiwe in view ol the present ex-
citéd state of the public mind. He intro-
duced it in the interest of peace and order,
und hoped the Senate would suspend the
rules to pass it iuunedi&telﬁ'.

Mr. Harris objected to the resolution. He
thought the Senate had nothing to do with
the organization of the House of Represen-
tatives.

Mr. Huusaker moved the reference of the
resolution to the Judiciary Committee when
uppointed. The rules were not suspended.

STATUS OF THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES,

Mr. Jenks called up the following resolu-
tion, introduced by glr. Hunsaker, on the
twentieth instant, and moved its adoption:

ved, That a committee of three be
appointed to inform the Gevernor and the
House that the Senate is organized and
ready to proceed to business,

Mr. Blackman—I would like to inquire
what House of Represcutatives this com-
mittee, when appointed, is going to recog-
nize. We have ut the present time a very
anomalous condition of affairs in the State
of Louisiana. 1 de not intend, on this oc-
casion, to indulge in any crimination or re-
crimination in reference to the occurrences
of the last three weeks, but 1 propose,
as a Sepator, sworn to support the
constitution of the State, and desirous of
legislating in the interest of the people of
Louisiana, to inquire into the question as to
which is the legal House of Representutives,
in order that the measures of reform wemay

may be recognized as legal and valid
{:,y the courts of the State. It becomes nee-
essary, in the discussion of this question,
to go back and give a detailed history of
the action of the House of Representatives
for the last two weeks, and 1 will attempt
to do so dispassionately and fairly, and
with as little feeling as it is possible for me
to entertain under the circumstavces. The
House of Representatives met on Monday,
the first dsy of the session, and was called
to order by 1ta regular Speaker. On the
second day it proceeded to the transaction
of its regular business, and continued to do
#0 up to the fourth day, all the time recog-
nizinﬁ Mr. George W. Carter as the legal
Speaker. That body was recognized by the
Governor and the other legally constituted
authorities of the State as the legal House
of Representatives. 1 will state, in
this connection, that it bas been
intimated that a conspirncy had been set
on foot for the purpose of depriving certain
wembers of the House of Representatives
of their seats, and destroying that body, in
order that an organization wight be effect-
ed which would ﬁt- unfavorable to the Goy-
ernor and his party. So far as that is con-
cerned, 1 know nothing of it, nor do I care
to notice it in the discussion of this ques-
tion. Adwitting that there were judicial
roceedings had against certain members,
s not every man in the country bound to
submit to those judicial proceedings unless
lie puts himself up in defiance of law and
order! If the United States suthorities saw
fit to issue writs of arrest, based on certuin
written affidavits, we, #s members of the
Legislature, and the Governor, as the chief
executive of the State, had no right nor au-
thority to disobey those writs. The legisla-
tive, the exeentive and the judicial depart-
ments of the State government uare
three separate und  distinet  branches,
ull independent of each other, all ac
cepting, or  professing  to  aceept,
the constitution and the laws enacted there-
under as their guide; and yet the Governor
of the State, in violation of the plain, pal-
pable letter of the constitution, in violation
of all the laws enacted by the General As-
sembly in accordance with that instrument,
called un extra session of the Legislature
when that body was already in regular
wession, Granted that there was no quornm
in the Senute, still yon assembled here sud
adjoursed from day to day. The House of
Representatives, asalegally organized body,
was in session, und had adjourned on the
same day to mecton the next day at twelve
o'clock.  That the Legislature was legally
and properly in session there is not the
slightest doubt, and the Governor, in call-
1y an extra session: without giving the no-
tice required by law, and in violation of the
plain mandate of the constitution, cowwit-
ted an act of usurpation aud revolution.
That act being iu its very inception in viola-
tion of law, as a natural consequence every-
thing growing out of it partakes of its ille-
gullity and nullity. Hence all the laws en-
acted by the House of Representatives under
that extraordinary proclamation are illegal
and uneconstituiional, and must be declared
pull and void. This isa proposition which no
rations] wan would attempt to question.
If the Governor had a right to call, these
zentlemen tozether, and recognize them as
the House ot Representatives, when the
General Assembly was in session, he had
just as much right to call in the rabble from
the streets, and style them the House of
Representatives.  Lclaim that the exeen-
tive had no right to subvert one branch of
the legislative departmwent of the State
government, and erect upon its ruins a mili-
tary dictation sustuined by bis mercenaries,
1 hold that there are certain nghts vested
in thie legislative department of the govern-
ment by the constitution which the execu-
tive nor the judicial department of the
State can interfere with,  We are separate
and distinet from each other, and neither

has @ right to infringe upon the preroga-
tives of the others. It 13 not left to the
executive of the State to decide which is
the legal House of Representatives. lle
has no legal nght to decide that when the |
Legislature is in regular session there has
arrived in the state of aflairs a pecessity
for calling an extra session of that body, for
the purpose of ousting the ‘lc-unl Hounse of
Representatives, and organizing one of his
Now, Mr. President, if  the

own. : 1
aetion of the executive, in the first
pluce, in calling the extra session,

under this  extraordinary proclamation,
was illegal (as it is adwitied to be by every
wan who pretends to be a jurist) any action
taken by that House of Representatives
st nlso be illegal, and we, as an organ- |
ized body, caunot recognize that body us it
stands to-day. It was for the purpose of
having these dificrences adjusted that 1 in-
troduced that resolution this morping. It
was in the interest of the good people of the
State and in bebalf of peace and order that
1 desired both factions of the House of Iep-
reseptutives 1o w together without in-
timidation on either sids sume the same
position which they oceunied on the fourth
dav of the session, and organize a legal body
which would be recognized us such by the
Senate and the courts of the State, There
seerns to be a disposition on the part of a
majority of the Senate and the chief excen-
tive to ncknowledge the body that 1
organized under bis excell s | y
tion and to prevent legally elected members
of the House of Rrrrewnmr_wea from tak
ing their seats an« proceedifhe to organize
legally. Now, 1 do not suappose anybody
will deny that for the ficst four days of
the sesaion Mr. Carter and his assoclates
were the Jegul House of Representatives.
1§ that proposition be correet, how and by
what means have they been ousted from
their positions ! Can it be contended for a
moment that the Governor, in order to
carry out Lis own political purposcs, can in-
terfere with the legislative department and
organize  Honse of Representatives of his
own, which wil! le recognized as Iexu’l by
the conrts and the peaple of the State ! I«
it left to him to say which is the legal
House of Representatives! Has he & right
to organize a partisan body of men and re-
cognize them as the legal House of Repre-
sentatives ! Show mwe the article of the

constitution which vests in him sueh extra-
ordinary powers,

I say that we can not

recognize this body as the House of Repre-
sentatives, because the legal Speaker und 8
portion of the members are excluded from
the halls of the House. They were the
legal body up to the fourth day of the ses-
sion, and there is nothing in_ the constitn-
tion by which their status has been changed
since that time. If we recognize the body
citting above us as the legal House of

Mr. ind—the Legis-
lature will doubtless provide some. There
has never been a session in which a great

Blackman—Never mi

many have not been voted away. It isin
behalf ot the people of the State and in
the interest of our public eredit that I re-
spectfully ask you Senators not to pass any
resolution recognizing either house. t
us, as the friends of peace and order,

d two to come to-

p ives, every leg ve
that we may pass in conjunction with them
will be as null and void as if they had
been passed by s muss weeting of the peo-

le on the streets, and will have no bind-
ing force mor effect. It is within the
province of the duties of the Senate to
clear up this matter, and the question is,
how shall we do it! By passing s simple
resolution, as a separate body, recommwend-
ing that they meet together and legally or-
gunize. There are certain laws upon the
statute books, to-dsy the repeal or modifica-
tion of which is demanded by every eitizen of
the State from the Arkansas line to the Belize
#nd from the Texas border to the castern
boundary. If we act upon those laws un-
der the present stutus of the House of
Representatives, the courts of the State,
which are to a certain extent political in
their character, will declare our action il-
legal, nulland void, and the people will suf-
fer for one year more at least under the op-
‘»mive bardens they are bearing to-day.
{f we sincerely desire to fulfill the promises
we have made to the people, let us de-
clare that the execcutive has mo right to
subvert one branch of the legislative de-
partment and plunt in its stead a military
dictation. This question has been sprung
before in the little State of Rhode Island.
It1s a question of which the courts can
take charge. Throughout the State of
Louisi ,.iet the Legislatore do wbat it
may, the legality of its actions will not
be recognized by the people, nor will the
courts of justice recognize them as legal
and binding. The wheels of government
will be stopped, and auy attempt to en-
toree the collection of reyemue frow the
people will be revolutionary on the
part of the revenue collectors, and will be
met by the people in the same spirit. I do
not desire to reflect upon the motives of any
Senator, but I have a right to denounce the
action of the executive in this instance as
revolutionary, and 1 am borne out in wy
opinion by the constitution and laws of the
State. 1 repeat that any action taken by
the House of Representatives under that
illegal and revolutionary proclumation of
his excellency is null and void, and unf act
they may pass cannot be recogui as legal
aud binding. Now, what sction should be
taken by the Senate, which is supposed to
be & conservative body so far as this ques-
tion is concerned 1 Let the Senate take no
banvd in the controversy between these two
factions. Let them decide it among them-
selves. Let us pass a resolution recom-
mending both houses to come together and
legally vrganize before we recognize them as
such.  That, it strikes we, would be the
Lnruper course. But it secins that the Senate

as determined pot to pursue that course,
but to recognize the House which is organ-
ized in the interest of the executive of the
State—un  House that is partisan and
revolutiopary in  its  character—a
House whose action on auny reform
measures will be declared wnull and
void Iy the courts, leaving upon the ple
the burden of the odious laws of which they
complain. While we were absent from our
seats (which absence I shall hereafter per-
sonally explain), we understood that an at-
tempt had been mede in the House of Rep-
resentatives, a8 now organized, to pa-s
certain measures of reform, but we knew it
was all a farce. We knew that the regis-
tration, election and other laws which have
clothed the Governor with the extraordi-
nary powers which he exercises now, would
still remain on the statute books, and that
the farce which was enacted in the Me-
chanics’ Institute would be a subject for the
Governor and his friends to laugh at. We
kuew that those laws would still remain in
full force, and still be a blot upon our
statute books and a disgrace to our repub-
lican institutions. It is in order to avoid
these deplorable results that Idesire the
Senate to see first that there isa legal House
of Representatives before we reeoguize any
body as such. 1deem it almost unneces
sary, Mr. President, to speak of the reasons
for and causes of Governor Warmoth's

proclamation., You wsod the other
gentlemen  on  the opposite  side of
this question claim that he had a

right to issue it because the State was
threatened with lawlessness and anarchy
by men who were attempting to overthrow
the State govermment.  Be it so. You also
nssert that they undertook to overturn
the House of Represcutatives by arresting
certain members of that body under
judicial writ. Be it so. What right, I ask.
had the executive of the State to interiere !
What right had he to have all the ap-
proaches o the State Capitol guarded by
arwed wen, in order that he wight organize
u Honse of Representatives in his own in-
terest and in violation of all law and jos-
tice ! Why, sir, Cromwell, in the height
of his power, never exercised over the Eng-
lish Parliament & more arbitrury. tyranni-
cal sway than Heary C. Warmoth bas at-
tempted to exercise over the people of
Louisiana, or their cliesen representatives,
When the Parliament of Great Britain re-
fused to pass certuin measurcs, what was
the action of Cromwell! He went down
into the house and, with his drawn sword in
his band, bade them disperse. Governor
Warmoth has done almwost the same thing.
Standing, as we are informed, near the
Speaker's chair in the hall of the House of
Representatives, he demanded that they
should expel forty-five members by the
votes of forty-three. Was there ever be-
fore auch tyrunny and oppression practiced
in a civilized country ! Now, Mr. Presi-
dent, I repeat, let the House of Representa-
tives settle this difficalty among themselves.
If Mr. Carter was the legal Speaker during
the first four days ot the session, he is still
the legal Speaker. If Mr. Brewster is the
legal Speaker, let the House so determine.
Let us not, as Senators, attempt to throw
our influence in the scales in favor of either
party.

Mr. Harris—Why do you not introduce a
resolution to that effect! In the resolution
you offer this morning, you ask the Scnate
to interfere.

Mr. Blackman—No sir, 1 do not: T simply
ask that the Senate shall recommend the
two houses to meet tegether, and settle the
ditficulty among themselyes. I do not de-
sire the Sennte to interfere. I contend that
we have mo more right to recognize the
bods of men assembled above this chumber
as the legal House of Representatives than
we have to recogoize apy sixty or seventy
wen that the Governor may call in from the
streets, Tt was for this reason I introdnced
that resolution this morning. asking both
houses to assemble together, without mo-
lestation by armed militia, sergeants-at-
arws or Metropolitan policemen, to settle
their legal status, so that we can proceed to
legislute in the interest of retrenchment and
retorm. Butthere seems to be a disposition
to recognize this House whicl his excelleacy
has orgavized. Younay attempt to pump lite
into u dead body, but you can not snceeed.
It came into the world stiilborn. and no
action of the Senate ean give vitality to it

I say this 15 mot the proper time for
the Senate to act upon  this  resolu-
tion. Let wns dinform  lus  excelleney

that we are organized. and ready to receive
any messages he may be pleased tosend ng;
but let us not undertake in the interest of o
were faction to recognize as legal a Honse
ol l(«-,-rvwnluli\'un which the people and the
world declare illegal, and which the courts
of the State are bound todecide is unconsti-
tutionul. These are my reasons for opposing
the passage of this resolution. [ think they
are sufficient, and if Senators will panse and
reflect. they will see the nddle in which
we will get all our legislation it we recog-
nize either of the two houses until ther
. status is determined among them-
. You may pass an appropriation bill
providing for the paywent of your mileage
and per diem, but Auditor Graham, who is
a constitutional officer of the Stute, may re-
fase 1o recognize the warrants drawn under
it.  You will drive him to the courts, and
bow do yon know how the Supreme Court
will decide !
Mr. Lynch —How do yoi kuow
Mr. Blackman—I do not pretend to know
how it will de, but I hbope it will rise
above party teeling und party prejudices,
and confine itself to the strict letter of the
constitution and tie laws. If they do so 1
am satisfied they will declare this House of
Representatives  illegal and unconstitu-
tional. In the meantime, the credit of the
state will be gone ; for who is going to buy
our bonds w this doubt Langs over our
legislation !

{r. McMillen—There are no bonds to sell.

ther aud settle their disputes and their
egal status, and then we can recognize
them and proceed to business in an orderly
and dignified manner. Iam pot evenaware
that the House over which Mr. Brewster
presides has yet been recognized Ly his
excellency, as 1 have not been inside the
lines of military oceupation. Iknow, how-
ever, that he did recognize Mr. Carter and
his House as the legal House of Repre-
sentatives, and they would be recognized
by bim now if it ind not Leen that his
politicul interests led him to attempt the
subversion and overthrow of the House of
Representatives, as it was then organized.
I ask what right bave we to go back upon
what his excellency bas done in recog-
nizing Mr. Carter and his House as the
legul House of Representatives? Has any-
thing happened in the weantime to change
its status?

Mr. Harris—They change their Speaker
sometimes.

Mr. Blackmau—They can not do so un-
less by resolution. I say that Speaker
Carter and his House have been recog-
nized by the head of the executive depart-
ment, and they will be so recoguized by
thecourts of the State. I can not see for
my life how it becomes us to recognize any
othber.

Mr, McMillen—The Senate Chamber, Mr.
President, wears again to-day, for the sec-
ond tiwe during this long and extraordinary
session, something of its natural aspect.
Again we see around us the beaming faces
of Senators who have for a long time been
absent from their seats, and again we hear
the eloguent voice of wmy distinguished
friend from Claiborne (Mr. Blackman). 1
may say that 1 am heartily glad to see him
in his seat, and to bear what be has bad to
say this morning upon this question. He
scems to be troubled, Mr. President, over
the fact that there exists at present more
than one House of Representatives. It is
}-lemnl to hear him acknowledge that fact,
or but a few days since we were informed
that he, with other Senstors now upon this
floor, united in n declaration that there was
but one legal House of Representatives—

Mr. Blackmun—We still say so.

Mr. McMillen—And presided over by the
Hon. George W. Carter, Speaker; and yet
we hear him acknowledging upon the floor of
the Senate to-day that there isa doubt in the
minds of Senators and in the minds of the
moph- as to which 18 the legal House of

resentatives, and asking us to take
such action as will stay the recognition of
either of these two Houses until that vexed
uestion shall have been finally settled.
n order to maintain the position he has
assumed in opposition to the adoption of
the resolution now under consideration, he
has gone back to the early history of the
present session of the House of Representa-
tives, atating ouly such action of that body
us is calculated to support the view he takes
of the situation, leaving unstated other acts
which tend to disprove the premises of Lis
argument. He asserts, if I understand his
hrp;miliuu correctly, that the present

onse of Representatives is the ontgrowth
of usurpation, military power and revolu-
tion. Let us inquire whether that be true.
On the first day of January the House of
Representatives assembled in its acens-
tomed place of meeting, and there were
present nearly all of those who were enti-
tled to seats as members of that body. On
that duy this building was free from armed
interference, and the approaches to the
State House were as orderly and as peace-
ful as they have ever been in the history of
this city. But what was the spectacle pre-
sented in this chamber at that time ! Va-
cant seats, which are now occupied, were
staring us in the face, and this body, as u
brunch of the legislative department, was
deprived of its power to act, beeanse of the
voluntury absence of the Senator from Clai-
borne (Mr, Biackman) and other Senators
in sutlicient number to break a quoram.

But this is merely incidental to the muat-
ter under divenssion—the action of the
House of Representativ On the first
day of the session they met, plesided over
by the legal Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, a large wajority of the legal
wembers of the Hoswse answering to their
names, transacted such business as eame
before them, and adjourned. On the sce-
ond day a similar routine of business wus
gone through with. On the thivd day a re-
organization of the House was prevented
by the arbitrary action of the Spexker in
refusing to entertain & motion to declare
the chair vucant. No question was raised
up to that time a8 to who was the legal
Spenker of the House of Representatives. |
He was recognized by the chief exeentive,
and would have been recognized bLF the
Senate bad absent Senators been in their
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House of - Representatives when in
extra eession convened, the Speaker's
chair had been dcclared vacant and Mr.
Brewster elected to fill the vacancy. Ihere
desire to call the attention of the Senator
from Claiborne (Mr. Blackman), as well as
the Senate and the people of Louisiana, to
the simple fact that it Mr. Carter, on the
third day of Junuvary, had recognized, as
was his duty. to have dome, a motis to de-
clare the Speake.’s chair vacant, all this
trouble would have been avoided. The
House of Representatives would then, by
amajority of votes, have either confirmed
him in his seat or have chosen some other
man from among their nmmber to preside
over their deliberations. 1 will remark
here that, in my opinion, the House of Re

resentatives have aright to change their
presiding officer whenever they pleage to do
so. 1 linnk any legislative assembly has
that inberent right. I think this Senate
even has a right to change its presiding offi-
cer every bour inthe twenty-four if snch
should l?»e the wish of u umj{)ril_v. It isa
Eﬂinl that has been conceded by former
Speakers of the House of Representatives
of this State, as well us other States. When
Mr. Lowell was Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and he beeame convinced
that the majority were opposed to his
continuing in that office, he did not de-
eline to put & mwotin declaring his
seat vacant, but recogunizing the right of
the majority to rule, retired from his
position “and” allowed the House to elect
a successor, If Mr. Carter,cn the third
day of Junuary, had done this, all this
tromble would "have been avoided; there
would have been no armed interveution at
the request of the House of Representa-
tives; there would have been no policemen
in this building nor in the streets in this
vicinity; nor would there bave bern an as-
semblage of armed men on Cunal street for
the purpose of muking an attack on this
building and gaining violent admission
therety; everything would have been set-
tled, and the legislation that has been so
loudly demanded by the people of the
State would have been enacted before this.
This was the first revolutionary actin the
House, followed by the other on the fourth

of January, when members of the House of

Representatives were arrested by United
States marshuls, and while thus detained
the political complexion of the House was
80 chunged by expulsion of wembers that
a majority were in favor of retain-
ing Mr. Carter as Speaker of the
House of Representatives, Now, what is
the House of Representatives! It consists
simply of a majority of the chosen Repre-
sentutives of ({Le people assembled in the
anw fixed by law—i. ¢., in the Capitol of our
State. Now, what do we see on the fifth
day of January! We find a majority of the
legully chosen Representatives of the peo-
Jle assembled in the hall of the House of

epresentatives at twelve o'clock on that
day, approving the action of the Governor
in calling the extra session, and recoguizing
the action of the House of Representatives
in convening under that proclamation as
legal, binding and valid. They recognized
Mr. Brewster, as Speaker, and elected bim
over aguin, thereby ratifying and confirm-
ing the action of the House of Representa-
tives in extra session, in & legal, formal and
parlinmentary wanner.

Mr. Blackman—I would ask the Senator
if they did not meet withont a quornm, not
including the seven members that had been
unseated?

Mr. McMillen—I will inform the Senator,
that those seven wembers had been unp-
seated without a quorum being present.

Mr. Blackman—How was it possible for
the House of Representatives to organize
and go into the election for Speaker or any
one else, without a quornm? There was
cortaiuly not & quornm if the seven mem-
bers who hud been unseated were not in-
cluded. Those seven men conld no more
form @ legal gquornm than wounld seven
other men that yon would pick from the
street.  Your doctrine i<, that a minority
has a right to determine upon the qualifica-
tions of members elect, just as the Senate
did when it turned out Mr. Sambola, and
seated Mr. Campbell in his steal.

Mr. MeMillen—The House of Representa-
tives is, by the constitution of the State, the
jndge of its own members. It alone can de-
terwine who are members, and the Senate
alone can determine who are members of
the Senate.  When the Honse of Represent-
atives met in extra session, they read the
journal of the regular session ot that duy,
and determined for themselves (and no other
power on earth could have determined that
question for themw) that the pretended ac-
tton of the House of Hepresentatives in
regular session that day was null and void,
for the resson that there was no quorum
present when those 0 mwembers were
unseated, and six men, who were recognized
as  partisans  of  the  presiding otficer,
were seated in their stead. That s the way
these seven members came buck to their
pluces. Now, what are the fucts ot their
expulsion? 1f they sally expelled
they had no 1 viee versa.
The whole guestion, therefore, depends

seats. On the fourth day of the session of

tae House of Representatives, sixteen Sen- |
utors still being absent from their places in
the Senate, there was inaongarated w

its object the overthrow ot this State gov-

ernment. The second act in this revolu-
linnar.\' programime was the arrest, upun |
fulse und traudulent charges, of the Gov
ernor of the State, the Lieatenant
Governor, four Senators who  were
here in their seats ready to perform their
sworn duties under the constitution. and
nineteen Representatives, just at the hour
when the House of Representatives was
convening, These gentlemen were dragged
by Upited States marshuls throvgh the
streets into the presence of & petty com-
missioner of the United States government;
and while these representatives ol the peo
ple were thus foreibly detuined away from
their seats, George W, Carter and the re-
maining wembers of the House of Repre-
sentatives, by a vote then

tuken, ejected
seven of the Representatives thue detamed
and seated in their stead six other wen,
who., I am informed, had no elaim whatever
to seats upon that Hoor. This is the revolu-
tivnary action, Mr. President, which, in my
opinion rendered it necessary that  xtraor-
dinary measures should be wdopted o meet
the issue.  Here were certium wemlers of
the House of

Representatives  making

false and frvolous charges  uguinst
irllnw_ wembers  for  the  purpose  of
chauging the political complexion of the

House of RepresentativBs. It was to meet
this extraordinary state of atlairs, to meet
this revolution in its incipicney, that the
Governor of the State deemed it necessary
that the General Assembly sbould be con-
vened in extraordinary session.

But. Mr. President, the House of Repre-
sentatives, presided over by Me. Biewster,
is not de dent upon thi~ extruordinary
session for its claims to recogni ion to-day.
The Genersl Assembly conioned in e
session on the day when © wet, ia compli-
ance with the proclumation o1 the Governor,
transuctod such extraorainary biusiness as
came before it and on the tolle day,
before the hour for the mecimg of the resi-
lar session, adjourned sine die,
o'clock on the tifth day of Jaunary. the hour
to which the regular ion had
adjonrned, the mwewbers of the  House
who were  present in the  Hall of
the Hounse of Representat saniz
themselves into a House of Roprese
and they are there to-day, and e,
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in my
opinion, the legal House of Repoesontatives

of the State of Louisiana. W hut is u Honse
of Representatives, Mr. Prospdent! It s
nlriﬂi!tml in the comstitution and laws of
the Stute as consisting of a cer nber
of Representatives, to be cho by the
l"'“l-'ln aned it is provided in purlanentary
aw und in the constitution of the State

that o wejority of the members so chosen
shall ¢ ' @ quoriam for the transac-
'?"ll oF biteipess, Now, what was the sitna-
tivn of didrs on the B0k of January ! The
wen th peambled in the hall of the House

of Represcniutives were the ¢hosen repre-
sentatives of the |..-”;-l.; ex had been re
cognized a such by the General Assembly,
and their numes wers on (he rolls of the
House of Reprosentatives, They had been
puu_l their mileage and per dicw during the
entire former session of (his General As-
sewbly. Tiese chosen represenutntives of
the people, I repeat, gesenbled in the hall
of the Honse of Represeyigtives at twelve
o'clock vu the fifth day of Juunary, and
they, in the absence of o ather elaimant
to the Speaker's chair, rec gized, ratitied,

confirmed, approved a:d | galized the
choico of the House of 1o yesentatives,
when in extra session, in the eleetion
of the Hon. Mr. Brewstoo, of Ounach-
ita, us the Speaker of House of

At twelve |

Represcutatives, By the il o of the

upon the legality of their expulsion. When
these gentlemen were drogged away by

U the United States marshal and held in ens-

tody until released on boud, the House of
Representatives, with fifty-.one members
l-r- ut, voted to expel seven of the mew-
s who were absent.

Mr. Blackman—Fiftv-three Representa-
tives wore present,

Mr. MeMillen—1 submit that the journal
will show that but fifty-one membera were
resent, including the Speaker. | can show
gentleman the sworn  certificate or
statewent of the Chief Clerk of the House
of Representatives, setting forth the fuct
thut there was not & guorum present when
this aetion was taken by the House of Rep
resentatives.  Furthermore, the journal
shows that there were hut fifty-one mew-
bers present when it was taken. If that
be trae, their action was null and void, be-
cause fitty-one members are not a quorum
ot the House of Representatives.  What
becowes, then, of the statement of the
honorahle gentlemwan from Claiborne (Mr.
Blackman), that the House of Representa-
tives, now sitting in  their hall, are
the outgzrowth of revolution and of vio-
lenee, and are withont authority either in
the eonstitution or in the laws. It falls to
the gronnd, because in endeavoring to sus-
tain Lis propoxition he has simply cited the
action of the House of Representatives
when convened in extra session, and as-
serted that the Governor was without au-
thority to convene the General Assembly.
etting the important fact that no organ-
ization of the General Assembly in regular
session had vet been effected, for want of a
quornm in the Senate.  He argues that the
action of the House of Representatives in
extra gession must necessarily be void. Bnt
ntlemnn forgets that after this extra
n hoad adjonrned, at twelve o'clock, on
the tifth doy of Januaay, the House of Repre-
gentatives met in regalar session at their
ustnl and ! pliaee of meeting, and pro-
ceeded to org snize,

Mr, O'Harae—They met there surronnded

0
MeMillen—Thers wore no bhayonets
w resolution was pussed by the
itatives of the people calling wpon
the exeentive for such protection as  ho
conld afford them, and until they had signed
their names tw a letter addressed to his
excelleney 1o the effeet that they feared
distucharce from mwen who had been incited
toriot. It was only then that the police
were called in o protect the General As-
sembly. It was also the opinion of the sev-
enteen Senators thiat a necessity existed for
the employment of the police force to pro-
tect thix building from invasion by a mob
pathervd together for the purpose of sup-
1 Speaker of the House,
in his proposed revolution
ary procecdings. This force wus simply used
in th iterest of order and peace, to l:rn!w'l
tho represeitatives of the people, in order
that they might have an opportunity to
meet and enact such Lows as the people de-
wanded. This i< the reason this building
is surroundel today hy armed men; this is
the reason it has heen for the last two weeks
protected by the police of the ety of New
Orleans: and, if T am not very much mis-
taken, I bave Leard that the gentleman
from Cluiborne aed another honorable Sen-
ator vemarked that they would not eome to
this building toduy for fear of violence
growing out of the mtlammatory proelama-
tion of Georgze W. Carter, the pretended
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Mr. Blackman—So it was said, and I wish
to say in explanation, that on Saturday
last, when we met here, our friends were
prevented from coming inside the lines of
military occupation. Not a friend vor an
acquaintance was allowed within. On that
day, when the President of the Senate and
Mr. Ingrabam hyd sowething like a per-
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sonal altercation right here in the Senate
Chamber—right here in the midst of the
Senators of the State of Louisiana—was
drawn from the pocket of one of your men
a pistol. I n&lhn we have been intimi-
duted by your Metropolitan Police and your
militia; and I repeat that on Saturday, right
here in the Senate Chamber, where we are
supposed to be protected, a pistol ‘was
drawn ready to assassinate those who be-
longed to the opposition. That is the rea-
son that re was made. [ wish it to be
distinetly understood, however, that 1 fear
no personal violence, and am ready to de-
fend myself when attacked.

Mr. Hunsaker—Will the Senator state
the name of the man who drew the pistol !

Mr. Blackman—I received my informa-
tion from Senator O'Hara.

Mr. O'Hara—I will state tuat on Satur-
day, sowe confusion arising on account of a
personal altereation between the President
of the Senate and Mr. Ingruham, and the
lobby having applauded, 1 rose in my seat
and made u motion to close the doors.
Upeon that motion beingh made, I believe
every gentlemun inside the railing started
toward the door, with one exception. He
stood there in the aisle, Mr. President
(and I have the testimony of other Senators
to prove that what Isay is correct), and
pulied from his ket, clearly in sight, a
revolver. | Ioom him in the face, and
told him this was the Senate of Lonisiana,
and that I was a Senator. I do not know
what that man was going to do. His name
is Lucien Adams.

Mr. Ray here asked that the rule of the
Senate excluding from the floor all peraons
. not members, except State officers, be en-
forced. 3

Mr. Campbell called the attention of Sen-
ator Ray to the fact that, under the rules,
any Senator had & right to invite his friends
to a seat on the tfloor of the Senate.

Mr. Blackman said he did not wish to be
understood as insulting any peaeeable citi-
zen in any remarks he might make. Senator
Bowman, he understood, had been stopped
and challenged at the head of Dryudes
street, and in the hall lru(linf to the Senate
Chamber; nnd when the altercation took

his choice, and tbat his vote be
counted just as he casts it. Iamin favor
of protecting both the white and black peo-
le of the State,in the exercise of their po
rn.iul rights, from intimidation, violence
aud fraud, such as disgraced this State in
1868. If any person has been foisted into
a seat upon thia )
the House of Kepresentrluveoi :l!:o is nlnt
the chosen representative of the people,
my voice shall pll'l’i be raised in favor of
bis ejection and the seating in his place of
the man who recei a majority of the
votes cast in the d t he represents. I
have never mkeddu.nythmx, l{,r.lP:::Idem,
as & politician and as a man, bu open
ﬂehlp:nll a fair fight. The Sepator from
Claiborne (Mr. Blackman) will do me the
justice to say that he has never known me
to desire or demand the placing of extraor-

dinary powers in the hands of the Governor
and others for policical purposes. 1 dis-
and I am

cleim any such intention now,
with him heart and soul in the enactment of
such laws as will secure to the people tho
results which they ask. I want tolive as a
freernan and to have the right to discuss,
within proper bounds, all ?uesuons which
appertain to the welfare o the pevple. I
want to enjoy the 1izht of depositing my
vote for the men of my choice, and to have
that vote connted as I depositit. I want
every other citizen to have the same rights
that” I claim for myselt—nothing more,
nothing less. That is what I conceive to be
troe republicanism: the political and civil
rights of men recognized and guaranteed
by the laws of the land, and those laws
faithiully and impartially executed by the
oflicers whose duty it is to see that they are
executed. I believe in placing ourselves
upon a common plane so far as our politieal
and legal riﬂnu are concerned, so that any
difference which may exist between us may
be indicated above and not below that plane
1 ask, I repeat, nothing but an open ficld
and a free fight politicully, and equal avd
just laws, which will bear alike npon all
citizens of the State. As this is probably,
the last time that I shall occupy the time of
the Senate, in speaking upon this queation,
1 desire, before closing, again to declare it
a8 my opinion, that the House of Represen-

place on Saturday between the Presi lent
and Senator Ingrabam, Metropolitan police-
men had sw down from the top of the
State House, and taken possession of the
Lall leading to the Senate Chamber.

tatives sitting in the ball above us 18 the
legal House of Representatives of the State,
and that it is not the outgrowth of military
usurpation. It may be to some extent af
fected by revolution, but as to who are the

The President said he had appointed extra
sergeants-at-arms, and perhaps Senator Ray
had mistaken them for persons who had no
right to remain on the floor of the Senate.
It Mr. Ray insisted upon it, the Chair
would order the Sergeant-at-Arms to see
that no person was inside the railing who
was not entitled to be there.

Mr. Blackman inguired bow many ser-
geants-at-arms the President had sworn in.

The President said he had appointed
about twenty.

Mr. Blackman said those sergeants at-
arms bdd been appointed when there was
no quorum of the Senate present, according
to the ruling of the President. He thought
they should be disbanded and required to
leave the Senate Chamber.

The President said he would entertain a
motion to dishand the sergeants-at-arws, if
made at the proper time, and would be gov-
erned by the action of the Senate. At the
present time guch a motion would not be in
order, as the Senator from Carcoll (Mr. Me-
Millen) had the floor on the pending ques-
tion.

Mr. McMillen—1I have been exercisini my
patience, Mr. President, in listening to what
the gentleman from Claiborne (Mr. Black-
mau), Mr. O'Hara and yourself have had to
say. 1 desire to state to the Senator from
Claiborne that I did not allude to his ex-
pressed intention not to come here to-day in
consequenee of a threatened distarbance,
because 1 wished to intimate in any man-
ner that he did not have the physical
strength nor courage to proteet himself, for
I accord to the gentleman the highest order
ot courage and the greatest ability to carry
on a defensive and offensive warefure, both
of a plysical and iutellectual character. 1
refer to this fact simply tor the purpose of
showing that in the wind of this distin-
guished Senator there existed a valid rea-
son for remaining away from his seat upon
the tloor of the Scnate to-day in conse-
quence of a declaration of war issaed by
George W. Carter agasinst the State of
Louisiuna, and an attempt on his part to
inaugurate violence and bloodshed. and of
showing further that there exists now an
actual necessity for the employment of
foree to protect the representatives of the
people and the Capitol of the State.

George W. Carter, after the General As-
sembly convened in regular sessjon on the
fifth day ot Junuary, and had recognized
and ratified the organization which was
etfected by the House in extra session, was
expelled from the House of Representatives
and is no longer a member of that body.
The four men who, on the fourth day of
Junuary, made false and frivolous charges
ageinst nigeteen members of the House
were also expelled from the House of Kep
resentutives, and are pot regarded by that
body as any longer members, These, Mr.
President,are the only men, so far as I know,
whose expulsion it is intended to make
finul. So far as [ understand it, the action
of the House on Friday last in expelling the
mwembers who are cooperating with Mr.
Carter, is of such a character that it can be
reconsidered at any time, and any one of
those gentlemen allowed to take his seat.

Mr. Swmith—I would ask whether two-
thirds of the members voted to expel.

Mr. MeMillen—It I am pot mistaken,
there were forty-eight votes in favor of
their expulsion, and eight against it. If
that is not a two-thirds vote, then I am at
fault in wy arithmetic. A guorum consist-
ing of fifty-four being present, forty-cight
were two-thirds, and they were competent
to expel any member. What is the Honse
of Representatives I It is a quoram for the
transaction of. business: thut is all—and a
quoram is a majority of the number fixed by
law as composing the Honse of Representa-
tives. A quorum is as competent as a full
House to transact all business. Any action
taken by the House ot Representatives is,
under parliamentary law, binding and legal,
whether there be simply a quorum or a
larger number than a quornm. Now, Mr.
President, I rose for the purpose of show-
ing the Senate, and the gentleman from
Claiborne (Mr. Blackman), that the House
of Representatives, now sitting in its
regular place of meeting, is not the ont-
growth of revolution: that it is not founded
upon military nsurpation; but it is a meet-
ing of the chosen representatives of the
people in the place designated by law for
them to weet, and that their action, in or-
gunizing and proceeding to the regular order
of business, is constitutional and parlia-
mentary. I have consulted the journals of
the House of Representatives as they ap-
peared day by day, and, if T am not mis-
taken, there has not been a day, since the
tifth ot January, thut there has not been a
quorum of the lezally elected Represent
atives of the people, answering to their
nawes in the hall of the House of Rep
resentatives.  They are theve to day: they
were there on Saturday: they were there all
last week and the week bLefore, when the
Lhonorable Senatora were regaling them-
selves and enjoying the cool breezes of the
gulf at one of the watering places in our
vicinity, They bave been in their proper
pluces, discharging their duties to their
constituents, ready to grant reform, ready
to do anything that the interests of the
people demanded at their hands, In my
Judgment, the men who are most at faunit
are the Senators who have seen proper, for
purposes hest known to themselves, to ab-
senut themselves (rom their seats in the Sen-
ate Chamber.

Mr. Blackman—I will state to the §
tor that I will allow no personul
flections.

My, MeMillen—I am not waking any per-
sounl retiections. 1 repeat. Mr., Presudent,
that the porsons most at fault in the
" ises are the Seuators who absented
Tl ves from their seats, thereby pre-
venting us from entering into the enact-
went of the wholesome weasures of veform
which the people so loudly and justly de-
mand. 1 desire tosay to the Senator from
Claiborne (Mr. Blackman), and to those
with whom he is associated, that I shall
heoart and band with them in the preseryi-
tion of law, order and peace, not only in
the Senate Chamber, hut in this commmunity.
I am in favor of the enactument of such laws
as the interests of the people of Louisiana
demand, nud I will go as far as the gentle-
man will in _the advocaey of reformatory
weasures. I in favor of the repeal of
the printing law, and of the proper modi-
fication ©f the election and registration
laws, to the end that every legal voter in
the State of Louisiana may have a fair,
free and peaceable opportunity to deposit
his vote in the ballot-box for the men of
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revolutionists, and who inaugurated the
revolution, there may be some difference
of opinion between the gentleman from
Claiborne (Mr. Blackman) and myself. It
is the legal House of Representatives, it is
composed of a majority of the chosen Re
resentatives of the people, and it is the on
House which the Senate, the Governor an
the other executive officers of the State
have any power or right to recognize. I do
not believe, as the gentleman from Clai-
borne (Mr. Blackmanp) says, that the courts
of the State will interfere with the General
Assembly In deciding for itself this ques-
tion. I gelleva also, that if the laws which
are passed by the Senate and by the House
of Representatives Yrecided over by Mr.
Brewster, and signed by the Governor, are
wise and just and proper laws, there will
not be found in the broad State of Louisi-
ana, one single man to test or contest their
constitutionality in the courts.

Mr. Ray—The real question at issne is not
very tully presented in the resolation under
consideration, but 1 suppose such amend-
ments will be offered as will bring it prop-
erly before the Senate. I do not suppose
that anything I could say upon this ques-
tion would inflnence the vote of a single
Senator, but as it is a matter which I re-
gard of the greatest importance, and sub-
ject to investigation hereafter. I deem it
proper to express my views upon it before
the vote ia taken. It is fmportant for two
reasons. In the first place, 1t may come be-
fore the courts hereafter; and, in the next
place, it may be the subject of review by
the Unpited States authorities. The ques-
tion, then, as to what shounld be donpe in the
recoguition of the House of Representa-
tives is of more than ordinary importance,
and should be fully and thoronghly consid-
ered befoge it is finally acted upon. To the
end that an woprejudiced couclusion may
be arrived at, I shall endeavor to discuss
the different points withont feeling or preju-
dice, looking at them only in their legal
and constitutional bearing. I may be per-
mitted to remark, before I enter into the
legal discussion, that unless this question is
settled by the House of Representatives it-
self by some compromise between the con-
tending factions, it way materially affect
the eredit of the State, as it will leave the
question open for future investization by
either the courts or the federal nuthorities.
Henee, I was anxious that the resolution
introduced by Senator Blackmuan should
pass, as it recommended both factions to
disregard the occurrences which have taken
place since the fourth day of January, up

to which time there can bo no doubt
gs to  legality of the sessons of
the  Iouse of Kepresentatives, aned
to  meet together and adjust  tleir

differences amicably. It this had been doue
dhis vexed question would now be settled,
and there wonld be no necessity for an in-
vestigation by the federal authorities.  This
identical question has already been dis-
cussed in the House of Representatives of
the United States, and a committee has been
appointed to investigate it, which will be on
its way here in a very few days. Asamat-
ter of course, the Honse of Representatives
of the United States would not have agreed
to send that committee here unless it had
thought it had jurisdiction in the premises.
That body, therefore, assumes the right to
send that committee here for the purpose of
ascertaining which is the legal House of
Represeptatives and which is not. Now,
there isnot a doubt in my mind, nor, I be-
lieve, in the mind of any one at Washington
either in the executive or legislative depart-
ments, that the federal government has a
perfect and loﬁal right to hold this investi-
gation under the awendment to the consti-
tution of the United States which prescribes
that the United States shall guarantee to
the States a republican form of government.
The case under advisement here in Lonisi-
ana is of such a nature that they consider it
their duty to investigate it. I have not the
slightest idea what decision that committee
will arrive at after it shall have thoroughly
investipated and sifted the fucts of the case.
They may decide the Carter house to be the
legal House ; they may decide the Brewster
House to be the legal House ; they may de-
cide neither to be the legal House of Repre-
sentatives, and require a reorgapization. 1
repeat that in consideration ot all these con-
tingencies it is time for the two factions to
come together, wipe out what has been done
by both sides since the fourth day of January
and proceed to organize themsclves upon a
sound and legal basis. We are asked hy
this resolution to recognize as the legal
House of Representatives the body over
which Mr. Brewster presides. The ques-
tion then arises as to the legal status of
that Honse. After carefully investigating
the watter I have arrived at the conclusion
that peither the courts nor the federal an-
thorines will recognize the House of Mr.
Brewster as the true House of Representa-
tives of’ the State of Louisiana. [ will now
proceed in my feeble way to state my views
as to the legality and’ constitutionality of
the orgunization of those two bodies.  Mr.
George W. Carter, if 1 am not mistaken,
was elected Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives during the last session of the
Legislature. I beheve there is no doubt in
the mind of any Senator fpresent t he
was legally and properly elected :I?ltlmt
time, and rrwi-lu[l over that body during
the last thirty days of the session. The
Genersl Assembly having convened at its
regnlar session on the tirst Monday of Jau-
uary. Mr. Carter was properly Speaker of
the House of Representatives on the first
day, as it was the same Houose which had
elected him to thut position the year betore.
The Honse adjourncd from the first to the
secomd day at twelveo'clock, at which hour
it again convenod, ransacted ordinary rou
tine  business and  adjourned to twelve
o'clock oy the third day, Mr. Speaker Car-
ter being in the chair, no one objecting.
On the second day there was ull'l-r«--lhu
resolution of confidence in Speaker Carter,
which passed by a majority of the mem-
bers present, it not by & wajority of the
members elected. On the third day the
House met and adjourned to the fourth
day at twelve o'clock, at which time it
convened again, transacted the usual busi-
ness and adjourned to meet on the tifth day
at the same hour. Up to the adjournment
on the fourth day, therefore, no one doubts
that Mr. Carter was the legal Speaker of
the House of Representatives. It makes
no difference what irregularities were com-
mitted on the fourth day by the arrest ot
certain members, there was still no re-
nwoval of Speaker Carter frow his position,

The question then arnses, has Speak
ter been removed since, legally and constj.
tutionally, from the chair he occupied on
the fourth day of the session—and that jy
the real questionat issue. I conceds

nt that the House of Representatiy,
well as the Senate, has & right to chap,

t chooses to de so; but it wust be done ig
a proper and legal manner. As soon a4,
person is elected and recognized as §
of the Honse of Representatives, ﬂ?‘:
mains in that office until he is legully g
perreded or removed.

The Preeident—As [happen to be inten
ested in the matter, and as the Senator.
Ouachita (Mr. Ray) npll:ean 10 be such 5
sensitive stickler for the constitution, |
would like to ask him, as well as the Sop,
ator from Carroll (Mr. MeMillen) how they
have arrived at the conclusion that the Sen.
ate can at apy time change its
officer, when the constitution em
states that the Lieutenant Governop shait
be th; President og the Senate. The
has the power to elect & presidin officer
case of a vacancy, who, by ving.d n
election, becomes Lieutenant
For niahnke of cnnrgmy. ha
peace ve not insisted upon my
tional right, and have permitted
tion to be introduced to provi
elec:lonmoi:‘ some olhexi' man llx:l}ny
I take opportunity to inform
ator from Carroll (Mr. McMillen)
Senator from Ouachita (Mr. Ray)
will ‘never again while I ocenpy
here en: f
change the presiding officer of the
unless such a vacancy exists as is d
in the constitution—that s, caused by desth
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r tion or impeacl
Mr. MeMillen—Allow me to say that!
hope there will never be a necessity for ap
such action on the part of the Senate, b
Mr. Ray—That question was not unde
disenssion. I was not aware I said thy
the Senate bad a right to change its presig
ing officer at pleasnre; but, as the Chair hy
ruised the point, I will say emphaticalls
that the Senate has that right vestod in i
Mr. McMillen—There is no doubt of it.
Mr. Ray—I repeat that, in my (g;hiq
the House of Representatives has a right
change its Speaker every day, but it -u‘
be done legully, and notin a revolutionary|
and iwproper manner. Let us glance s
the occurrences which have taken :
from the fourth day of the session down te
the present time, in order that we a
certain whether or not Mr. Carter has
legally removed. After the adjournmenten
the fourth day of the session, I understand
that a proclamation was issued by the
ernor of the State, calling an extra
of the i re at four o'cluck that
noou. At that hour a portion of the mem
bers of the House of Representatives asen
bled, and, perhaps, the Senate xlso. Atths
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floor or upon the floor of rmhlilg officer every twenty-four hours if
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extra meeting the House deposed Mr. Cp g

tor, and elected Mr. Brewster Speaker of
the House of Representatives. Now, Mz
President, adwmitting, for the sake of amge
ment, that the call of the Governor wasco-
stitutiopal: admitting that he had a right
to call the General Assembly together m
only three or four hours’ notice, was net
Speaker Carter the proper presiding officer
ot that body ! But who will contend tha
the Governor bad any right to call thatex-
tra session? That very day the House of
l{esmnmtivcn had met in regular session
and adjourned to the next day, and thersis
no question whatever, as I said before, that
it was properly organized, with a
Speaker and & corps of officers, upto
time of that adjournment.

Mr. McMillen—What have yon done with
the action of Speaker Carter in refusing, e
the third day, to entertain a motion tore
move him fromn his position ?

Mr. Blackman—Mr. Carter took the sams
view that the President of the Senate seems
to take in refeggnce to himsclf—that be
could not be :‘ed. except by impeach
went.

Mr. Ray—I do not admit that he didre
fuse to put a motion to remove him.
was, I say, a regularly organized Housed
Representatives up to the tourth day. Now,
under what law or provision of the const
tution bad the Governor any authority®
call that extra session’! None. On th
contrary, I pronounce his action asin direst
violation of the constitution and the lawm
The Legisluture was in session; the Home
of Representatives had been properlye
ganized and officered, and bqu a-‘Uu‘d
vver until the following day: and yet.s
that late hour of the ﬁll)'. the Gov
issnes a proclamation calling then: tozel

again.

Mr. McMillen—Suppose there wasa
sion of the General Assewbly, and it o
journed at a certain hour to twelve o'
the following day, and that in the int
some great public calmmity should
pluce which eould not bave been fu
by the Governor before the time of
regular adjournment, and which would
der it necessary that some immediate mes
ures of relief” should be adopted by th
Legislature, how would that body e calls
together before the rezular hour of weetin
except by the proclamation of his exce
leney !

Mr. Ray—I believe your premises are ab
surd. No calamity could possibly happe
in that <hort interval which would render s
necessary to call an extra session of th
General Assembly. Sach a contin
¢ ‘uld not be conceived. The proposition #
an absurdity upon its face, and will ot
admit of any argument.

Mr. Campbell—I would ask the gentls
man whether it is not a public calamity for
certain members of the House of
tatives and Senate to be arrested under the
false and frivolous charge of being R
Klox !

Mr, Ray—I do not admit it is a calamify
but I think ita great wrong. [ conside
the question of Mr. McMillen answered b7
suying that he does not premise llﬂz
able case. In regard to the arrest of
members of the Legislature, I do not
any blame to the United States
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but to the parties who made the affidev®

before the commissioner, and procursd
order. When the court issued its order
arrest, and placed it in the hands of &
marshal, it was his duty to execute it,
he could not evade it.  If an illegal
was obtained, I repeat that the fauit I8
with the parties who made the affidasit

Mr. Hunsaker asked Senator Ray whet
ke (Mr. Ray) thought that any lawyers
the State would have considered the
alleged a sufficient canse for the issuing
the order of arrest.

Mr. Ray—It seems there was one lax
who thought so. 1 thbink the writ
not have been issned: but having
granted, and placed in the hands of
‘nited States marshal for exccution, it
his sworn duty to obey, after he satieed
himself that it emanated from a compes
court. 1 do not propose, however, to 88
wyself to be driven from the line of
ment which I have adopred. 1 say that
action of the Governor, in calling an &5
session of the General Assembly at
time, was unwarranted by any law or &
stitutional provision, and that any proce
ings had under that proclamation are albe
lutely null and void to all iutents and P
poses. &

Mr. Harris—Does not the constitss
provide that the Governor may, upoen €
traordinary occasions, call filie Legilat®
together !

ir. Ray—That means when the Gene?
Assembly is not in session. It is abs .
say that the Governor hud any right?
do what he did in this 1sstanee; © a
neither reason nor law in it. At that
tepordinary session it seems that a or
of the members of the House of R-’P“'“
atives convened, and Speaker Carter
not there. In ull probability be and %
who acted with him did not know that %!
such thing was on hand, bhat, ut'\'l"‘h“m
they disregarded his claims ul(ugnlbﬂhﬂ
called Mr. Brewster to the char 2o
held possession of the hall by ﬂ‘l“';:j
there all night, and Lud the police stat »
through the building and at the doors,
thut no person could gain wecess exi
those whom they chose to admib v
uot here, but these are tio facts ”"w
bave been related toe, It appears ol
on the following diy, between cleved
twelve o'cloek, betory the regular ! &
convened, this body of men, called }’d
traordinary session, udjourned sine di6
at noon Mr. Brewster assamod the 2
and called the reg session 1o W
They then proceeded o contirm the s
of the extra sessivn in unseating M

ter, R"
Mr. MeMillen—Was the Senator PW
Mr. Ray—No. 1 was down i the

negs then. > Sttt
Mr. McMillen—The Senator is not S

the facts a8 they really 9\:¢-urn'-l-m“‘

House of Representatives did not ¢
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