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DEBATES IN THE KENATE.

MoNDAY, January 24, 1872,

RULES OF THE u‘;«\“;"‘ 5P
Mr. Hunsaker presented the TEpOrt o

the Committee on’ Rules. He stated that
the only change made Was that several
committees which were thought not to be
of any service were abolished, and the rule
with regard to the election of committees
by the Senate was ghnn&ed 0 as to restore
to the President of the Senate the power to
appoint m,mmimdl; and one rule with re-
gard to the time for third reading was

stricken out altogether. o
Mr. Ray moved to amend the rule giving
two-thirds of the Benate power to suspend
the regular order of business, so a8 to
take up any #pecial measure, and to require
in future the unanimous consent of the
Senate for this purpose. He said: My
ohject i5 to pursue the regular order of
pusiness under the two-thirds rule. We
never pursued the regular order of business
but once all last session, and much of the
time of the Senate was taken up in calling
the yeas and nays to ascertain if there
were two-thirds concurring in the suspen-
sion of the rules. If we would adopt strin-
gent rules we would do a great deal more
business, and there would be a great deal
of time saved in ascertaining what business
is to be taken up. Ihaveheard old Speakers
both of Houses of Representatives and of
Congress say that mere than double the
ordinary business can be done by legisla-
tive bodies simply by adhering strietly to
the rules. As we have ‘now left less time
than is ordinarily necessary in which to
transnet the business of the session, I think
it highly desirable we should adopt such
rules as will hold us to the strict order o1

usiness.

The yeas and nays were called on Mr.
Ray’s motion to amend, and the President
declared the motion carried by sixteen yeas
to fifteen nay®

Mr. MeMillen—Did the Senator vote ?

President Pinehback—No sir.

Mr. McMillen—I ask the Senator to vote.

The President said te did not think he
was required to vote except in case of tie.

Mr. Herwig moved to excuse the Scnator
{rom voting. g

Mr. Ray—He has announced the result; it
is too late now.

The President decided that the Chair hav-
ing announced the vote it was too lute

now.
== Mr. Mc—MillegHereafter Ihope the Chair
will vote.
Mr. Pinchback—If the Chair had voted

he would have carried it #hy way, because
he is vor of _going on with the regulur

C83.
On the .motion to strike out the’ word
“elected,” in rule forty-four, und put in the
word “appointed.”

Mr. Swmith said: I do not want to annoy
the Senate by a long-winded speech, but
(&em is one siugular fuct to which I ehould
like to call their attention at this particu-
lar time. It will be remembered, sir, that
at the last gession of this Assembly, when
this question as to the election or appoint-
went of committecs was brought up, the
motion to elect committees sprung frowm
the same side ot the house,from which now
origmates the motion to appoint.

r. McMillen—Reform is the watchword

now.
Mr. Smith—It depends upon what kind of

reform you mean. One year ago, when the
sainted Oscar J. Dunn oceupied the seat
which you, Mr, President, now have the
honor of filling—at least, I believe you feel
proud to occupy the reat as his snceessor—
when he occupied that chair—a man against

whom no man who ever trod the soil of

Louisiana could bring the charge that he
Liad acted partially or unjustly—

Mr. Noland called the gentleman to order.
He was wanderjng from the question,

Mr. Smith resumed: From the same
side of the house was brought up this
question of electing committees. Why!
Becansg the same men who now accuse

wyself And other Republican Senators of

acting in conjunction with the Democrats—
these same men had then made a leagne
with the Democrats themselves, and hy
prowising to give them the control of sowe

of the committees, and by promising to

elect Democrats on other committees, they
carried the motion,

Mr. Whituey said the statement of the

gentleman was not correet. A majority of

the Republican Senators voted to make
up-

the committees cleetive  instead of

pointive.

Mr., Smith—I say this, and n» wan can
deny it—vou'did make a leagus with the

Tals,
1 e President—The gentleman will come

to order;” his remarks are a petsonnl re-

tlection om the Senate,
Mr. Smith—While we

same Senators introduced
elect the committees,

Democeratic members to act with them,

Now they wish to change back Why!

Begause they have succeeded in electing a

leman whom they believe will amul-nln
uo

committees favorable to themselves,
pot say our present presiding otficer will
act unjustly, I domnot think he will: but
they consider they have one of their own
men elected to the presidential chair.

[The confusion and talking iu the lobby
drowned the rest of the Senator's remarks. |

Mr. Todd came to the reseune of his col-
leagve. Senator Blackman and others had
put themselves on record, and he hoped
they would mot mterrupt the gentleman
from Jefferson till he had put himeelf on
record,

Mr. Antoine (who was almost inuadible
on acconnt of the noise in the lobby), suid,
Lie should vote for the change. He thought
it was wrong to make a Democratic com-
pact to coutrel the appointing of comwmit-
tees last year; he thought it was wrong this
year. It mattered not how mach he was

pposed to the President of the Senute, hLe
would leave l{lil matter to his judgment
and integrity. He did got believe the Presi-
dent wenld be so partisan as to appoint wen
solely for partisan purposecs.

Mr. Smith—1I desire to_explain my posi-
tion. 1 do not wish the Chair to understand
that I doubt the ability of the Chair to ap-

yoint the committees in a pnu‘x-r manner,

ut I say if Oscar J. Dunn could notappoint
committees properly, P. B. 8. Pinchbuck
can not. I say both conld.

Mr. Ray—1 concur in the amendment
proposed. 1 think in all legislative bodies
the Speaker or the President of the Senate
ought to appoint the commitiees, for the
reasons I endeavored to impress upon the
Senators when the contrary course was pro-
posed lastfsession. I have full contidence in
the President of the Senate; I think itis more
competent for him to uwmim the comruit-
tees than to eleet them by the Senate.

Mr. lugmlmm—-Culmh(vuc‘v is a 1"\\'1:1.
Some writers lmve likened it to the bril-
linncy of the noon-day sun. At the last ses-
sion of the Senate, I voted fog the appoint-
ment of the comumittees, becaise [ believed
then, as I believe now, that the presiding
ofticer of this body, whoever he way be,
has not only the honesty, but the capacity
to appoint the committees—fur more s0
than any caucus arrangement that the Sen-
ators may enter into. It is a direct reflee-
tion on- Senators who now make this mo-
tion, that last year they were on the oppo-
gite side of the guestion, voting & he elec-
tion of eommittees, I voted aguinst you,

Mr. Presid: nt, as presiding othcer; 1 did
what I could to prevent your occupying
that ehair; but when an attempt is made in
this Senate to take away from you one ot
of what I balieve the legitimae r:ghx,g and
privileges of the Chair, I ehall be found
voting st all times and uoder all cir¢um-
stances against it, no matter how much 1

way differ with the Chair pcm‘»nn!!:r. In
the course now taken by tie .Senu.r.tllu-
only

prople will find only one more reason, O
one more just cause for complaint against
that ¢lass of wen who come on here and do
one thing today, and another t0O-IMOIrow,
merely to carry a point by which they hope
0 seeure same present success.

O DIt » il he wished to make &
explanation. When he came down
L-er.- lust winter he was a green country
Loy ; be did not kngw muach more yet. He
wis hardly persounily acqoain with the
late Liratinant Governor Dunn'; really did
not know whether it was better to a Jlolllt
orto elect the committees. 1l told the

had a President
known to be a just and inpartial wan these
the motion to
Why ! To carry out
certain schemes of their own, and they
know it—to carry out certain schemes
which they accowplished by getting the

o Mr. Ray moved the fartl

He (Mr. Sypher), thought then it

was better for the President to appoint the
committees, and the longer the session
lusted the more he was convineed of it.

Mr., Hunsaker—I was one of those who

voted for the election of committees, but the
able nyeeoben of my friend from Ouachita.
(Mr, Ray), my colleoﬁue (Mr. Sypher), and
the gentleman from Je

have convineed e { was wrong.

efferson (Mr. Smith),
3l [Laugh:
t::r.‘] I am now goingto vote in accordance
with their views.

Mr. Conpland (who was, also, almest in-
audible in consequence of the prevailing
buzz), said he was certainiy in favor of the
amendment. He voted last yearin favor of
retaining the appointing power i the chair
Those who voted otherwise, and now
clignged their votes, reflected on the ability
of the late Lieutenant Governor Dunn, or
hig honesty, or influence,

Mr. Camnphell—I think there have been
mwore words wasted on this sulject than its
importance demands. 1 regard the question
termini how ¢ ittees shall be
chosen as within the power of this body it-
self. If, to-day, I think it expedient to ap-
peint the committees, I will vote to appoint
them ; if, to-mgrrow, I think it expedient to
elect committ™s, T will vote to elect tlu:m.
Last session 1 believed that wing to which
Licutenant Governor Dunn belonged had
entered into an alliance with a mischievous,
funatical set of wen, who would drive us to
destruetion, and I felt 1 would rather en-
trust the appointwent of these committecs
to the Senate than to him, and in that opin-
ion I was joined by fifteen out of twenty-
nine Republicans,

Mr. Swords raid he was satistied he was
wrong jn his vote last year, and therefore be
shquid vote to sppoint the committees in
future.

Mr. Blackman remarked that he agreed
with the Senator from the second district
(Mr. Cambell), that it was in the power of
the majority of the Senate to do alwost any-
thing, and they had done almost anything.

Mr. McMillen suggested to strike unt the
words “at the beginning of esch session,”
and let us have this thing over again every
year. The Senate might want to change
buck again next year. There was going.10
be an election next fall, and perhaps there
would be a new Lieutenant Governor.

Mr. Iugraham—Oh, no, we will put the
Licutenant Governor back.

The motion was carried. ,

Mr. Ray moved to change rule forty nine
g0 a8 to require ununimous consent 1o
chauge the order of business, instead of a
two-thirds vote, as heretofore.

Mr. MeMillen—If this change is adopted
u single member can thwart the wishes or
will of the Senaft at any time. 1donot
believe a proposition of s kind very wise
or very desirable, because these are times
when, in consequence of the pressure of
business and the short time left in wkich to
enact laws, it is nevi'isnry to call up bills
out of their regularorder. If weadopt this
proposition we place it in the power of a
single member to thwart thirty-twa Sen-
ators, Lbelieve it is impolitic to place so
great & power in the hands of any oue
Senator. I, therefore, hope the amendment
will not prevail. y

Mr. Ray—1 will state my reasons for pro-
posing this change. Itis predicated on the

more particularly. I think I ium- correctly
that the order of business Rvas not pur-
sued but one single day in the entire ses-
sion of sixty days. I mean thar when the
order of the day was called the business was
taken up out of its order.  The consequence
was that bills that affected the interests of
individuals were always taken up in prefer-
ence to bills of a general chararter in which
the State had an interest. Bills to amend
the registration and election Jaws intro-
diced by me were thrown over, and bills
with a personal interest were passed in
preference, because two-thirds of the Senate
could always be obtained to take up bills in
wlich special interests were involved. If
we adopt this amendment, when we cowe to
the order of the day every hill will be taken
up in its turn.  If this is oot adopted and
adhered to, the wajority may postpone it to

another ¢ I appeal to Senators, if they
are really in favor of reform, to it this
swendment.  If they do not they will
find the same thing occurring this  ses-

sion as lsst: the order business will not
be pursued a single day duricg the wuole
.wsssun. What I want is that these bills of
great publie interest, which were defeated
last session should have a fair chance this
term,  Senators could not de an aet wiach
will go further to defeat these measures
than to oppos=e the amendwent wh L oow
introduce, and 1 ean not bt beliove that
those who now vote to continue the order
of things which prevailed list session are
against reform.  We shail do twio
iness if we adhere strictly to the
business, and I tell those Senators wi
favor of reform measures that if tl
adopt this muendment we shall be ¢
to get those measures “Y' for they Luve
early place on the ealendar, and if this
amendment is not adopted the sume mode
of stuving off these measures which was
adopted list session will be successtul this,
When a bill is tuken up a wjority
ways postpone it. I do not mean

wmendment to compel the Sinate o act
upon a bill when taken up.

Mr. Hunsaker—The argument of the
gentlemen fails altogether; the rules of the
Senute can ateny ume be suspended by a
two-thirds vote, and it isabsurd tomake a
rule requiring s unanimous vote to do a thing
when two-thirds of the Senate can &t any
time suspend the whole rales,

Mr. O'Hara—The only reason why I am in
favor of the amendment is t gives
each Senator a chance. We all introduoce
our bills, aud if we allow the business to
take the regular order, sooner or later, we
are certain to reach them : as Senator
from Onacluta (Mr. Ray) very properly says,
when a bill comes up in its regular order, a
motion to layg it on the table or postpone it
is easily carried, and we gain wore time by
this than the other system,

Mr. Hunsaker moved to lay the amend-
went on the .

Sixteen yeas, seventeen nuys—iLe aruemd-
ment was not tabled.

On the motion to adopt, Mr. Camnphell
moved to adjourn.

Seven yeas to twenty-seven nays—the
Senate refused to adjourn.

The amendment was adopted by seven-
teen yeag to sixteen nays,

_ Mr. MeMillen desired to change Lis vote
from nay to y
Mr, Ant oljected to the Senator

changing Lis vote atter the vote had been
announced,
The Chair ruled the point not well taken,
u8 the Chair had not apnounced the vot
Mr. Hunsaker and other Senators chanzed
their votes, and the rule declared
adopted by nincteen yeus to fourteen nuys.

THE STATE HoUsy,

On the appropriation Will being called up,
Mr. Campbell objecte PLOVISO
uuth £ the Mechs s ‘to bé
WS rty conventi 110
the recoguiton of parvty convention j
legislutive act.

Mr. Ray thonght the Stats
ought to be held o the 4
objection to 1t.  On the co
altogether proper. It ha n
the hall of the Honse of Repre
and the Senate Chmnber were too o
for purpoeses for which it was doubtiul thy
they should be uscd. He was iu taver of
either probibiting the use of the halls
during the recess for any purpose what-
ever, ur of designating how they should e
used.

Mr. Camphbell's amendment was sdopted,
sienduent
that the halls ‘of the Senate and House of
Representatives should be nsed for no pur-
pose when the Legislature was not i i

Me. Campbell—I shall oppose 1
simply hecause it has been the general cus-
tow to leave this matter to the control and
scretion of the Governor and Licutcnant
Governor. [ am opposed to spying by Iaw
they shall be used for any parpose, and I
am opposed to saying by law they shall not.

onvention

"

Theretore I move to lay the motion of the
Senator from Ouackita on the table.

The inotion to table was earried.
Lieutenant Governor Pinchback—For the

infurmation of the Senate I will state that
if 1 have chgrge of the Sennte Chamber it
shall not
with my consens.

used for improper purposcs

An amendment of Mr. Ray's, that the

State House should not be used during the

experience of the Senate, at the lust session J

| the trati.
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recess except with the joint sanction of the
Gm'gel:lnor and Lientenant Governor, was
carried.

TuursDAY, January 25, 1872,
SESSION OF THE SIXTEENTH OF JANUARY.

Mr. Thomas—I desire to know from the
Secretary what has been done with regard
to the journal of the sixteenth of Junuary—
whether the journal of that day’'s session
has been adopted or not ! 3

The Assistant Seeretary stated that the
journal of that day's eession had never
been adopted.

Mr. Thomas—I move the adoption of the
journal of that day. i

Mr. Lynch called-for the reading of the
journal. The minntes of the proceedings of

be sixteenth showed that eighteen Senn-
tors were preacnt, and that the election
and registration and other laws were re-
pealed.

Mr. Blackman—I do not sce the neces-
sity of teading the whole journal. The
only question is whether eighteen Scnators
were & quornm, and whether you are going
to adopt their action.

Mr. MceMillen—There was a quorum.

Mr. Blackman—1 understand not;
Chair has go decided.

Mr. McMillen—But his decision was over-
ruled. I wunt to know the question betore
the Senate. )

Licutenant Governor Pinzhiback —The
reading of the journal.

Mr. MeMillen—1 want it to be procecded
with; it is good reading, sud Ilike to hearit.

Mr. Thomas—Aud so do I if it means
anvthing: if it weans anything but o farce.

Mr. MeMillen—We hold thatit does meun
something, and we propuse to show so this
morning.

Liemﬁn:m! Governor  Pinchiback—Rule
No. 7 reads, *That the President 8 Lave
the right to examine and correct _ﬂu-_.nnr-
nal before it is printed.” Following that
rule, the Secretary generally submits to
we the journal to see if it is correct before
sending’ it to the priuter.  He and _l conie
pare our ideas, and if’ we find n}xytlnn: lett
out we put it in.  The journal is then sent
to the ofticial printer, and, if there are no
oljections made, it is then supposed to be
adopted.

Mr.
that thut your deeision is final, and that the
Senute has not the right to revise or correct
the jonrnal.

Licutenant Governor Pinchback—Atany
time, sir, prior to its adoption. i

Mr. Hunsaker—I want to know i there
isno order of the day. I wunt to know
why we do not proceed to business?

Licutenunt Governor Pineliback stated
that the hour for the order of the day hud
arrived, but, there being no objec s, he
had allowed the discussion to proceed.

Mr. Hunsaker—I objected.

Mr. MeMillen asked under what rule the
order of the day was called for one o’clock.

Licutenant Governor Pinchback replied:
Under general cnstom,

Mr. McMillen—The reading of the jonrnal
stands first on onr order of procecdings.
This is the reading of the journal of one of
the sessions that never las been read, and
never has been adopted.

Mr. Todd moved to adjourn.

The Senate adjourned.

the

FI:.H'.\\'. January I, 1572,
THE WARRANT CLERK.

A communieation being received from J.
Pinckney Smith, Warrant Clerk, Mr. Black-
wan moved that it be referred to a special
commuittee of three,

Mr. Hunsaker said there was a special
conwittes appointed last session, consisting
of Lieutenant Governor Pinchback (then
Senutor Pinchbuek), Senator Campbell, and
himself, as chairman, to investigate the
bhooks and accounts of the Warrant Clerk.

Lyneh—You do not understand by |

thet this could not be done, and so that the
}ﬁople could not possibly charge it on them.

e committee would siuply be a check on
the other, and for this reason I am in favor
of the appointment of a #pecial committee,
as much tor the protection of the regular
committee as for any other reasou.

Mr. MeMillen moved as a substitute that
the communication of the Warrant Clerk be
referred to the committee of the lust ses-
sHOI.

Mr. Lewis moved ‘o lay that motion on
the table,

The Senate refused to table the motion—
thirteen yeas to fourtecn nays.

r. Lyneli—I s in favor of the stricrest
investigation, but 1 think 1t 2 mutter of
courtesy to this commit #s they have
promised to report at an carly day, that the
matter should be referred to them,

Mr. Hunsaker—I will state that if this
sabstitute is adopted it is wy wtention to
wove that Senator Blackwan be appointed
to fill the vacancy on the committee caused
by the eleetion of tize Lieutenzut Governor
to the speakership,

The substitute wos and Mr.
Blackman was apy umittee
to fill the place of Lisutezant Governor
Pinchback.

’.’np’ud

THE VACANCIES IN THE SENATE,

On the motion to appoint a committee to
notify the Governor ot the deaths of Sens-
tors Pierce and Fish—

Mr. MeMillen said: I am in faver of the
oliject of this resvlution; that is, to notify
the Governor of the death of two of our
number. This fact hus never bheen an-
nounced on this floor, bt I presume we all
admit it to be true. I do not see the use,
however, of appointing & committee for
this purpose. T suggest that the resolution
be char i the Secretary
to notify the neies,

Mr. Black: ‘erucy  ae

Ir.

ly he willy the
it becomes w mat-
the Governor will

n"\lt such a not

MeMillen
¢ ATy writes
ter of reconld
ovder an ele

Wl then

Nr. Bla = the ohjectivn to
appointing }

Mr. McMillen—Because it 15 an fjunnsual
course,

Mr. Blackman—TLen pass a resolution,

nd send L a copy, :

Mr. MeMillen—I wili 2gree to that,

Mr. Humaker—My only olyject is to avoid
the excitement pud expense of un election
#t this time, It an election were ordered
the Seuators could not get in before the
ciose of the session. I would suggest, as a
weans of avoiding expense to the State and
the excitement of an clection, that this
watter be referred to the Committee on
Clection  and Quuabifications, with a view
for them to repost k, g0 that the Gov-
ernor way know of the tact in time for the
general election in 187 This aveids un-
sary expense to the State, and a great
1 excitement to the ¢f There is
still another pomnt. Under what law can
an election lw‘wl.i.' 1 do not know if there
is any election law or not. My friend from
Claiborne wants a foir deal, and 1 know
that he i not willing to submit to an ele
tion under the old resiv 1 wove to refer
this matter to the Cou e ou Eleetion
aud Qualitications,

Mr. Gallup seconded the motion.

Mr. Ingrahnm—It is well kuown to the
Sepate that there are two vacuncies in this
body. The first fact is that the Secrctary
Las omitted from the roll the names of
Senatars Fish and Pieree.  Senntor Pieree

is dead, for in connection with th
e 1 attended his'funeral. E
r om this Hoor repr
aye nineteen rlmunuui
quence is that byt
casioned by the

pies tae conse
d vacaney oe-
Senitor Fish,

left without

reporting becanse they wanted the views of
Senator Coupland; they wanted him satis-
tied on the subject,

Mr. Lewis—This committee, that has lind
a year before it, has certainly had time to
make a report long since, and should at any
rate have been ready to report immedistely
on the meeting of the present session of the

Sepate. If they ean not make their report
now, after having bad ten months of leisus
with no legislative business to attemd to,
there is little hope of their making a r|~;1n»xl.
now that their legislative duties are added
to their otheravoc 1 Thizis a demand
of the Warrant who has been
publicly  assailed  on  the  strect in
the proess,
connected with the sv

islatnre.  For an investigation

vuntagze in having an addition
committee, 5o that one wmuy act as a check
on the other, This is s aedd toben Loz
islature of dishonest v The people so
declare 1t if 1t be o, I propose to pus
n check 3
interests to work so that we w
it

wr on the pn
ptingent Kx)

nses

let

Cor

it is s
contmi

mterest of 1V

¥ 6V spused to do s0.
1 second
Mr. Couplind— as the resulur

standing ¢
rant Cle

s Iis ¢
there was

like to sta

shown on the part of ther of that
committee to examine into s books
at all, especially by the chairman,
up  to the twenty-ninth  of  Decem-
her  Jast. | t  notice, after  the

adjournwent of the last Legislature, that
the committee would mest in the Senate
Chamber at twelve o'cdock M. on a day
enme here amd met Senator
Mr. Pinckney Smith was here

I got an

Fn-wm.
ere and met Senator
again the chairman was not in atten
The thing slept until the twenty-uinth of

December last, ten months, when 1
written notice to meet in the ate
ber, to make a report. This wason a ¥
diey. We had Friday and Satunday oul
examine the wooks prepuratory to mu
4 report to submit to the Legislature on th
following Monday., Toey had allowed the
Warrant Clerk to goon for ten months; they
had allowed bim to he mandamused aml en
Joined: and now to come in at the last Lour,
and make such an examination s was
proposed, I would not do, becauze in
the tume left us we conld not make a report
ereditable to ourselves or just to the Warrani
Clerk. There hug been uo disposition on
the part of the regular comnnittee wexamine
into this matter, aud 1 am in favor of o
special comnmittee,

Mr. Hunsaler—There have heen some re-
marks made with o tendency to retlect vpon
me.

Mr. Coupland—XNot at all

Mr. Hunsaker—The President
Senute will bear me out,
the Nergeant-at-Arins to ¢
0 sent to the

the
upon
that

sUY-

of

4 1 call

i

Mr. Hunsa
velopes tonu N
ernor and myself went caretully
books, but declimed to report untl
Coupland was satistied,
conceil or cover up
trom the Warrant Clerk aud
as anyhody, 1 have never vedad
from him exeept as milesge and per diem.
I have pever even had a voucher paid by
lim exeept for mileage and per dicu, und
if the ohjeet of the geatleman be to retlec
upon this committee, I want an investiza-
tion. It I have not made a report it is be

Ar.

I Liave nothing to

I am ns far removed
I

ennse I wanted the Senator from the third
and 1

distriet to exawine into the matte
axk Lim now to pame a day to
these hooks and papers. [ promise
the next week Ishall make a report,
then T &ball negs myself that an adidi-
tional comwittee be appointed to examine
these books and accounts; but the only
ason why I oppose the appointment of
dditional committee now is because I
commiittes of which I am
chairman shall be respected. I will not
allow wy motives to Le impngned by any
Senator on this toor, W
Mr. Lewis—I desire'to cast no aspersions
on my intimate friend, Judge Hunsaker; 1
have no doubt of his honesty: but 1 did say
—if I did not I weant to say—that it is a
general belief that, where opportunities of-
fered, comwittees often blackmailed per-
sons interested in order to get a report in
their spleial fuvor, I think it would be jus-
tice to the Warrant Clegk and a protection
to my friends, that another committee, with
different interests, should be appointed, so

This committes had only refrained from |

| sion of by the fer
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Mr. Hunsaker
The Clinir
mons conecent
not be postponed.

(quantities
ble pro-
el were tuken pos-
authorities

tton, su
ts amd prope
s of by the Unite
ured property under the act of Con-
This aet extewded to abundoned
in the South. but under no cireum-
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Indonging to the State.  As I amw informed,
the otficers of the gencral crument, in
violution of the luw, did t 1
: amount of property beloy

of

thie and placed the procecds in
the cofters of the United State t
was for the purpose of investigating
these fucts—of finding out how mu

erty has been taken possesion of
much it was worth, and of presenting to
Conzress a memorial requesting that the
State bo reimbursed the value of property
thus illegally taken away by its revenne
ofiicers, that 1 introduced this resolution.
I thought it very proper i 1on, and 1
think so now. me of the t citizens of
the State are nizant of the facts, The
books of Go w Allen and his cotton
agents will exhibit all that is necessary to
establish a basis for this claim. They are
Lere in the eity of New Orleans, If the
property did belong to the State of Louis
1na, and was surreptitiously taken
erpment it should
i + 18 no ex-
in this resolu-
or per diem; it
shall receive any

to the

tion: it provides no mil
does not provide th
compensation exee

pere
HAF 1ECovVe
ronsidered the resolution
1t an nnimportaft one. I
the property ugs to ns let us elaim it: it
it does not—if, after o furr investization the
commission decides that the State govern-
ment has no claim on the general govern-
mwent—no harw is dene.  Perbaps the Gov-
ernor does not understamd s ohiects and
purport of this resolution : perhaps he was
nizant of the fact that there wos a
1 wnt of property belonging to the
State taken possession of by the otlicers
of the United States governwment.
is anothicr ohjoet 1 had in view in the int
duction of this resolution. A Iarze nny
of the s of the State of i
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r cotton and  sagar,
ere distributed among
the impoverishe starving.,  These
people now clai il T think justly, eom-
pensation for the amount of catton,
and ml}np!in-- which, in time of war, the,
vanced to the State governmeut, not for
war purposes, bat for purposes of charity.
The State being in rebellion i3 no reason
why all the bonds of society should he un-
loosed. It i3 no reasou why a charitable
olijeet should not be pursued. It is no
reason why care should not be taken of the
suffering and starving poor. The olijeet of
the resolation was not only to obtain what
was due the State of Lowsiana, but to re-
turn to those citizens who were patriotie
enough to aid the suffering and distressed
in their hour of trouble, to return to them
out of the proceeds recovered from the na-
tional government, the amount advanced

by them to the State.

take lms.il'm-"luﬂ of
| 26,000,000 or $IO00,000 of cotton and sugar

Mr. McMillen inquired in what mr‘theoe
Mr. Blackman—Some in 1865,

Mr, McMillen—Who was Governor then?
Mr. Blackman—Governor Allen,

Mr. McMillen—Were there not two Gov-

ernors |

Mr. Blackman—Yes, there were two gov-
do mot propose to

which it is now claimed it was, and which,
The very mowment the
yonet was withdrawn; the very moment

there was no obstruction to the execution
of the laws; the very moment the State of

Louisigna surrendered, that very moment
the legal and lawful government of Lou-
isinoa was in New Orieavs, and that gov-
became the owner of all
belonking to  the State
of Louisiana. If the position of the
i;(-nrlvmnu is right, there was a
egal government in Lonisiana in 1865, and
the State became the lawiul owner of this
property the very moment the confederates
surrendered. This is not an extraordinary
dewand; it ig a thing done by slmost every
State government. The State of Louisiana
Las as wuch right to make its claim as a
private individual bas. It we can make out
our eiase, as I am mformed we ean, the ap-
pointment of this committee will not cost
the Stute one cont, and way bring from
four to eight millions of dollars to the State
governuent,
the fucts I have stuted, that the Senate will
pass this resolution over the veto of the
Governor,

{Mr. Harris in the chuir.]

RECUSATION OF DEFENDANTS IN DISTRICT
COURTS OF NEW ORLEANS.

The message of the Governor vetoing the
bill m reference to the above nawed sab
jeet having been taken np—

Mr. Ray said: Mr, President, as the in-
treddncer of this bill, T desire to say that the
veto message docs not properly cover it,
There are in the pavish of Orleans four dis-
trict courts of concurrent jurisdiction, and
it very [requently .““T'.h. that the presid-
ing judges entertain different views on the
e question, without being actuated by
any improper motives. It is probable a'so

the property

that they may sometimes entertain prejo-

dice u;_.'uinnl'ynrtu:a defendant in cases be-
fore them. The plaintiff has a right to in-
stitute his suit in any court he plenses, and
if’ the point invelved has been lll‘(‘illl'tl ina
similar case previously in his favor, he will,
in all probability, bring bis suit before the
court which has so decided.  He may also
know that s particalur judge entertains
animosity against the party he desires to
sue, which will induee him to bring his sunit
before that judge, The object of this bill is
to give the defendant also the right to se-
Jeet the court betore which his case shall be
tried. It provides that he may, before any
proceedings are had, recuse the judge and
name two of the other three courts
to either one of which the case shall be
transterred for irial, the cholee being left

to the court. Al suits for umounts under

$H0 are ap ,and T am told that
partics pluintiff frequently remit enough on
their elnims te make the case unappealable,
and then bring it before a judge whom they
know it prejudiced against the other party

y

or who has decidud favorably a similar
I do not intend in any
way to impench the integrity or honesty of
It is perfeetly
nutaral that they should sometimes differ

case previously,
the district judges here,

in their legal opinions, and, as [ said before,

they are but human and may entertain ani-
mosity or prejudice aguinst one of the parties
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the case rhould
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DEBATES IN THE HOUSE,

Frivay, February 9, 1872,

conmittee be appointed,

My, Dewees saud: Mr. Speaker, T hope the
« wiil refuse to appoint tlns confer-
We appuinted one com-
and they wet: they agreed upon a
L when the bill was reported to the
wate, thuse wen that voted for it in the
voted against it down
in
them, and 1 hope the Honse will refuse to

oImmnittee,

comiuiites roem
stwirs. Now, =ir, we can not believe

grant the reguest
Me. Davidson, of
Spweaker, 1 wish to maj
House,  The reason the

LEniexpenses,

bill was read.

Mr. Garstkump—I woulld ask the gentle-
wan if that bili provides for the session of

1871 or 1872
Mr. Davidson—For 1572,
Mr. Harrv Lott, of
usk the gentleman if th
the extra session of the
Me. Davidson—It o
Mr. Lott—Then [ o 3
Mr. Davidson—Then it will kill the bill.
{lie bill was finally passed.
My, Bryan of Caleasien said, in reference
Le report of the Comuittee on Parochial
Altairs :
Mr. Speaker—There is a motion to adopt
the report of the committee (which is favor-

pides—1 would
bill provides for
nate,

| able) on the bill to change the boundaries

of Cameron, Caleasieu, St. Landry and Ver-
wilion.

Now, sir, a8 this is a matter in which the
people of Cameron and those which have
the honor to represeut ave interested, I de-
sire, before uk’nz the vote on the adoption
of the report, to make a few remarks rela-
tive thereto.

Mr. Fontelien and others, in the absence
of ths Representative of Cameron parish,
in:roducura bill, substantiated by a memo-
rial with quite a list of names, asking this

Legislature to change the bpundaries of

I therefure hope. in view of

of the
Sendtor irom Quachita

r-

" our distriet courts
the eity, all of
b wmommting in the ag-
or £200,000, it being
ietitious assign-

uiay st for thousands of dollars and wake
The judge of the,
account of the
hostility Le extertams toward the eity gov-
-zl opinion to
adiced to saeh sn extent that such
sehit before him entirely. The
he city has been muleted to a
I sulnnit, however, that
the proper wuy to remedy this evil is o en-
Hon to the Eity m
great grievance
complained of is that a party way, by feti-
tious assignments, make a claim of $300
I understund that
the sume prejudice cxists in the mind of,
the judge of the Sixth Distriet Courtagainst
the sehool board and the Metropolitan Po-
Lice Board, ard that judgments to a very
farge awount have béen obtained upon
bod-
his
will eall the ut-
ay to the taet that this
give tothe
detendant the right which the plaintifi Lhas

se shall be tried—depriving

ernor was sustained,
transaction of othe s @MSiness.

was no debate, the Senate

appropriation bill wis sent up from
asking that another conterence

Livingston — Mr.
statement to the
il did not pass the
Scuare was beeause we refused to leave the
clause giving the Senate $17.500 for contin-
{ I told them before I would
sizn that Lill we would do withoutit. I
a:X unanimwons cousent to introduce a
at L think will do all that is reguired.

Cfweron, and the location of her h
site to a point outside of the said parish as
it now exits, und at a distance of abeut
sixty miles from the present courthouse.
The bonndary which this bill will establish,
if passed, is 80 near my parish site as may
make it necessary to wove the courthouse

_to give it & central position in the parish, at
L a probable cost of ten or fifreen thousand

dollars, Mr. Clerk, please hand me the
memorial aecompgnying this bill; I wish to
see how many genuine signatures it con-
tains of the citizens of Cameron and Cal-
casien.
The petitionis not produeced. Thisis very
significant, indeed. A petition or memorial
asking for the passage of a bill, and filed
with 1t, but lost or mislaid at the very time
when it should be exhibited for inspection,
i, certainly, if it is the document it pur-
Eorxu to be, very remarkable. Now, Mr.
peaker. if this was a weasure of reform,
and to the interest of the people of the par-
iches of Caleasien and Cameron, I would be
ready to give it my support; but as itis
just the reverse, I am forced to oppose it.

I hope that the House will reject the re-
port of the committee,

I now, sir, call for the yeas and nays on
the motion to adopt the report of the eom-
wittee.

Speaker Brewster—Defore the Honse
acts on this “motion I desire to suy o few
words. [ask the members of this House
when they propose to legislate ! You all
know there are many importunt measures
of reform’to be passed, and we have but u
few days more to perform our duties. Mon-
day will be Lincoln's bicth-day, a day set
apart by you as a holiday. Tuesday will
be Mardi Gras, and there will be no session
that day. And then comes the twenty-
second of February, which is a national
holiday. Now, I ask the Honse when it
proposes to legislate ! We have been here
the best of the session and have actually
sucereded in doing nothing.

1. for one—if we do not accomplish these
desired reforms—will be ashamed to go
buck to my constitnents and tell them we
have not carried through the reforms they
g0 much need. 1 wonld suggest to the
House that it remain in daily session until
four or five o'clock. Then we can get
through the ealendar—the regular order of
business. If we do not, we will be under
the necessity of holding night sessions, at
which, the members all know, there is con-
siderable disenssion and excitement, nud
very little business accomplished. T ake
these remarks with the hope that the House
will proceed to business, If, as the people
desire, proper legisiation is ‘not accoms
plished, the responsibility will not be upon
the Speaker.

o SaTurDAY, February 10, 1572

Mr. Dewees rose to a question of privi-
lege and said :

Mr. Speaker, in this morning’s Zimes 1
notice in the testimony of a man nawed
John Burke that he makes charges against
e before the congressional committes, und
1 want to show how utterly false the charges
are. I never knew that he was the recciver
of the United States Land Ofiice in this
city, and I pever called ut his office and had
i h he testities before
the committee. said that Mr. Carr drew
a pistol on the third of January in this
House. That is anotber falsehood. Mr,
Carr did not draw a pistol.  Now
I do mnot deny being arrested in
1866, but how was it done?! T was
ut that time chicf of the wilitary police
under Captain Morse, who was acting pro-
vost marshal. Colonel Lemley, a lawver,
came o the marshal’s office, and gave in-
formation that his men were under arrest in
the Fourth District, and they were refused
a hearing by the record The provost
marshal usked me to investigate the case. 1
went to the place where they were conlined,
and while there I was locked ul». for what,
at that time, I did not know, was kept
there two days. I, after cousiderable trou-
ble, suceceded in procuring a mun to carry
a note to Henry Train, EnL.. a lawyer.
This gentlemun ~ bad me  brought  be-
fore Judge Abell oo a writ of
habeas corpms, aud I was released
on giving $1000 bail te appear when sum
woned. Up to this time no charge has
been preferred against. I was infsrmed
some time afterward that two men had
been arrested with a bandle of clothes in

their possesgjon, aud that they had said I

wlvised them to commit robberies. This
charge was preferred against me and

assigned a8 the reason of wy arrest. A
few months before my first arrest I was
ordered to place & guard around @ wan’s
hous: for the purpose of securing his
arrest. I was then charged with going fo
the man's house with an armed force to rob

hini. My ense was brought up in
t First Distrier  Court,  when the
prosecutors  offered  to t a nolle
prosequi, but the i was

refused, and the case su
and they rendered a ver
without leaving their sex
Jetters from pl'muiu-'nr men .-:ali\\‘illg my
cutire mnocence on all these charges, Oue
of these letters is from General Baird, and
another from the foremsn of the jury, eu-
tirely exonerating me from these  four
charges.  Task that they mas be printed in
the journal.

Ir. Carr, of De Soto—I also rise to a

onal explapation. I in this
morning's Pieaypune, in the testimony of one
Juhn Burke before the congressional com-
wittee, he says that he ¢ me with a pis-
tol drawn on the floor of House, on the
fourth day of January. w, Mr. Speaker,
that man is a perjurer. e tells a fulses
hood.,

1 testified before the congressional com-
mwittee that I did not have a pistol in my
hand Thursdsy. Inanswer to their gues-
tion, “Did you have a pistol in your hand?”
1 answered, “No, I did not: I did not have
a firearm of zny kind, neither pistol, re-
volver, knife or any thing: I had u pistol on
my person, but [ did nor have it in my
hamf." Aud I defy any one to tell me that
they saw either pistol, knife, revolver, or
firearms of any kind. If any mun says I
did, that man is a liar.

Also the ¢harge made on the day previ-
ous, in regard to my ving a bribe from
the Jackson railroud, is malicious und fulse
entirely.

The subject of registration was bhrought
up, and Mr. Murray arose to a privileged
question, and said : Mr. Speaker—I cowe
here as a Republican, avd Ian in ss much
for reform as any member upon this floor,
for I do not intend to vote fur anything that
will affect the interests of the people I re-
present, and 1 wiil not vote to repeal the
clection laws,

The Speaker—I must esil the gentloman
to order; he can mot rise to @ privileged
question at this time.

Mr. Carr—1I think this motion of the gen.
tlewan from St Tammarey should prevail,
We cannot surely oppose that.  Let us take
np the bill section by section  Let us take
the obnoxious sections and debate thew.
then we can get at the hottom of it and
modify them 1if we 2o wisl,  The bill as it
comes from the Senate is almost the same
as it is upon the statuie bocks, and it hus
bnt few changes.  Let vs read the bill, and
what we do not like we can amend. We
are pledged to reform, Mr, Speaker, und yet
we tind these members who eried for reform
somwe time /go now vote to posipone the
bill,  What harm can we do in readivg it !
If you do not like 1f, the ohjectionable
passages you can amend. 1 am wiiling to
stay until ten o'clock to-night if it is neces-
gary, tor I want this registration law mo
fied %0 a8 to make it weceptable to my con-
stituenta.  What parts of 1t we do not like
we can cut out and send back to the Senate.

1 have read it carefully and find but Jittle
change in it: it is slmost the same old luw,
and 1 koow that both Demoerats and Re-
publicans are in favor of amending the old
registration law. Now, we have two bills,
We surely ought to take up one or the
other and to go to work on it. Now is the
time to ghow what we intend to do. Now
is the time to show that we are working for
reform, and I hope the wmembers will it
in that light, and not waste any more time,
but simply go to work and show their in-
tentions to the people.  Let us take up the
bill immediately and debate it by rhunns.‘

Mr. Carr to Mr. Youngz—I was elected
Just as fair and honerable as you were,

Mr, Faulkner, of Caldwell—I hope the
members will adopt the motion of the wen-
teman from St. Tammany, We have but
little time to act add muke these desired re-
form measures which the people ot this
State demand, and which we as Represen-
tatives have sworn to accomplish, Now, [
am in favor of considering this bill. The
people expeet us to do something to reform
and modify this registration law. Let us
give some proof of our outlis to the people

to consider this registration bill will be
carried this time, £o that we may be able to
make the desired chmg 3

Mr. Peter Harper,of St. Charles—I under-
stand this motion is to bring the registra-
tion bill before the House. I approve of the
motion, and hope mz_ friends will lend &
listening ear to the bill, eo that they mey
mauke and amend as it may suit the tg:ogm’
of the State, and by the debating of ill
considerable light will be thrown upon this
registration law; it will show the pogition
of the members in reference to this law. I
am in favor of having the votes counted; let
them he cast one by one and then counted.
This bill is an important one: but not 8o -
rtant to the Republicans as they think.
iey need have no fear of the registration
law being changed; the Republican majority
is over 5000, and they peed have no fear
whatever. .

1 do not think we need a new registration
law in wy parish. When & man wants to
register e does so and his vote is connted,
#0 I do not think it is necessary in my par-
ish, for no complaint hus been made. The
gentiemen here are mistaken as to its im-
portance. The Republicans have nothing
to fear for. We have 5000 majorigs at least.

I donot wish to deprive ul:’ono from
voting or registering. No one wishes to
prevent a person from registering in this
Stute, no matter whether he be a F)emocrnt
or Republican. I do not kee why objections
are made against this bill. e ought to
have sense enodgh to know whether
it intends to deprive a Republican from
registering; if we can not we onght
tolet it ga. If we bave not sense enough
to know whether the bill is a safe one, wo
bave*not sense enongh to vote; and I again
say there is not that importance attached
to this bill that many members think fhexe
is. The Democrats opposed this registra-
tion law beeause it gave the samme priv-
ileges to the black men as to the white.
In 1870 a great change oceurred. This was
all the Republicans could ask for. It gave
them all the privileges that the whites en-
jored, and now they have nothing to fear. 1
hope the members will not spend any more
timie in filibustering, bat at once proceed to
take the bill up.

Mr. Yolrl‘l:f. of Concordia—I want to know
by what rules the Speaker of this Honse is
governed. My fricud (Mr, Demas) moved
that the yeas sand nays be called on this
question, and his cull was seconded by some

ifteen or twenty members, and yet the
Speaker refused to put bis question. Now,
I will here state thut my friends here are
o;?wsed to pushing this bill to-day. The
colored vote is all opposed tq it at this time.
We are not to retrencl t and
reform, but we are opposed to this bil! un-
lees we have it printed and laid upon onr
desks, and we will do all we can against its
passage to-day. This is an advantage, and
we mean to take ull the advantage we can.

“The Speaker—If Mr, Demas had made a
motion in the proper time, and the it
had heard it, he would Lave put it %
the House in a parliamentary manner; ®u%
the Speaker beard no such wmotion, and T
will Lere state that it is a wonder that the
Speaker hears any motion, a8 there is eo
much confusion and noise.

Mr. Barrett—I rise to a question of in-
formation. Is this the Senate bill?

The Speaker—It is.

Mr. Barrett—Then 1 call upon every
colored member upon this floor to vote
agoinst it, untliit is printed and laid upon
our desks. I am in favor of reform, as
much as any member upon this floor; but
as a llqEnbhc:\n I will not vote for anything
that will be detrimental to my people.

Mr. Davidson—I desire to “say but a fow
words on this subject. I had hoped that
after what Mr. Harper hud said that the
wembers would understand the sitnation
thoroughly; but it seems they do not; and I
bad koped that they might go along with-
out any trouble; but it scews they can not.
I will say bere that there is nothing wrong
in this bill, and I hope the members wiil
allow the bill to come up, so that we can
settle the question, We have but a few
dayk yet; let us go fo work and accomplish
these retorms,

The bill was ordered to be
wade the special order of
Wednesday at one o'clock.

printed, apd
e day for

A Swindling Clerk Arrested.

Jolm N. Eblle, cletk of the Third
Aunditor's offiee of the Treasury Depart-
ament, was arrested last week on a warrany
at the instance of the Third Auditor. who
charges him with stealing from the files of
“the otfice certain abstracts and evidence of
indebtedness on which to base a fraudulent
claim against the government. The Third
Auditor says that the acensed used one sot
of vonchers by filing them in connection
with a frandulent claim, but at present it
is impossible to tell whether be ever suoe-
ceeded in aetually obrainiug any similar
claims through the office. Ehle, as he ab-
stracted the papers, d them over to a
supposed  con‘ede but who in realit
was a_detective employed to wateh Lin
operations.  He was required to giye boxd.

e L

This is a special to the Chicago Tribioie:

WasHiNGTON, February 8.-In regard to the
charge that six packages of cigars addressed
to the President and Secretarigs Fish and
Rebeson had heen smuggled at Key West,
the agents of the steamship line publish the
following statement:

“The fucts are that seversl packages did
arrive by the Liberty addressed to each of
the geutlemen nawmed. The packages wero
regularly and daly manifested, and, on the
arrival of the vessel, entered at the Cns-
tomhouse, examined and appraised by the
regularly constituted otticer, and the dutiea
paid. None of the packages contained
cigars, but, on the ¢ontrary, consisted of
guava jelly and conserves.”

The Indianapolis Jowrnal has repeated-
Iy expressed its strong preference for
renomination of General Grant, but undes
the light of recent developments it sees
proper to make this important proviso:
Quite a number of Indiana papers Lave
spoken favorably of Mr. Colfax’s candida-
cy for the Presidency. For him it is claimed
that he would have icore friends and sup-
porters among the disaffected edements of
the Republican party than any one who
has been nawed. ~ The friends of Trumbull,
Schurz, Sumner, Logan, Fenton and Gree-
ley, would, it is said, all cordially unite in
Lis support, and it is becoming a serions
question whether Grant or any other man
can be elected in epite of their opposition.
It is also urged that ever since the death
of Mr. Lineoln the Republican party has
been divided, and that the renominafion of
Grant would not be likely to heal onr ddis-
sensions, It isworth while to consider the
propriety of a course that might entail
tpon us four years more of bitter warfare
inside of the ranks of the Republican party.
At all events, let 15 travel carefully over
the dangerous places, and not shut our eves
to passing events. Weare glad to see tho
press of the State speak with becominr
freedom on this ail important subject.

——

A Chicngo Times' reporter has
el the British consul at Chicagoon ¢
subject of the threatened war: “He had 1o
idea there would be a war. If there wan
it would be an exceedingly popular e,
and probally bencfit all parties, as e con-
sidered that the (arthest England would go
would be 1o fose her possessions on this
continent, and then ask if we were satisfied,
aud ready to make peace, She wonld rather
do that, e theught, than keep Canada and
Py the Alabama elaims. For in reality
Canuda was & big burden on Euvgland.”

et e S

IA“\M'{ York man bas been attacked by
eicpliantiasis, or swellivg of the system, A:
tiach of his regular menls he consumes ono
ot beet, a half’ dozen potatoes and a quars

1 veicinn who i3 endeavoring
* him allows him, besides his regular
meals, gix ounees of whigky, four eges,
twenty-tour oysters, six qufirts of milk, one
pound of beel, tw qharts of beef soup, a
balf pound of eruckers. one quart of rier,
:m-l‘r«uun geael,  The poor wreteh has al-
ready attained a weighit of 300 pounds, anl
is rupidly expanding

—————

The New York ¢ cial  Adeeriis
says that Graut is not afroid of anyvibivse
but the Cowrier Journal. Grant is afraid ol
the Conrier-Jowrnal. A man who hus go-

ar
Lo

cepted a8 many preseuts as Grant he

rigzht to be a
eost him 12
J'!ifl'!lﬂl-

‘es, and he wonld have as much right to
Lo * afraid” if it only cost him fifty cents—
afraid of being very badly cheated.—New

aid ot avgthing that wou
a year.—Louisritle Cowricr

we represent, and I hope the motion made

Yori Commercial Aidverliser,




