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I f f  4tn'n£ Po^icianfi, and, uuf«rtunafc.fj.jle g,,ntieman an(j tha-t of his party, since 
Eff rtunt, y » lul1 of th^m; M l p ^ d  i!be ha8 been iu the Senate, he would not now 
m  Jice, and have niv 'Y W e any reason to complain of the evils he
M  Mr. McMillen The Senator spca 0 "refers to. If the proposition which I yester-
■  .wn parish. . -flay advocated be sueli as he states it, II
■  Mr. Blackman—No, sir, 1 P Havee!1 niistaken in its meaning. I do
if 'arts ot the State. How easy, 1 say»ldergtand that tho p,.opusjtion 0f the
I .  .vould he for malicions and designing poInator ,rom th0 secon(l district (Mr.

sans to get up a disturbance su' as uapbell) seeks to do what the Senator 
tirow out the votes ot those four PCn Claiborne says it does. I do not under- 
cincts, and so to give the parish to tno K1(j t |1At *i,n nmnsinna nf tliia hi or moon 
rablicans
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tincts, and so to give the parisniw> mo iv.,j t |ie |,rov;si,,n8 0f this law mean 
The Senator from »erreh0(1̂ . these returning officers shall have the

Mr. O’Hara) has stated that w,me *1%»ing of the votes of the State, or that 
igo the edict went forth that he was to sliii.ll decide w'igo the eUict weni ioi lu mac ■ »* _VJsiialt decide who are entitled to seats iu
lefeated in his parish. How easy 11 "reueral Assembly, and wlio are elected 
re under this law to do so. 1 s.i v J'.^Tce. It theproposition embraces anv 
aws are wrong in principle, and ‘'fe a tu re s  as those, I frankly admit that 
■arses they will come borne, to ie6t’ a“a ot understand it. If I have caught 
‘hey Will rest with those who enact■ them. rit and intent of the Senator from the 
Motion fifty-une ot thft district (Mr. Campbell) iu offering

A ffid av it of three or ini,ni citizens of riot, 
umult, acts of violence, etc., which pre 
rented or tended to prevent a lull, lair 
.ud free vote, said returning officers sliaU 
lot count tlie vote of that poll until tne 
ra.-ments from all the other polls shall 

<ave been completed. There is no limit to 
jlio discretion ot the registrar. It he hap
pens to be a weak minded man, morally 
r  physically a coward,or easily influenced, 
it her by money or threats, it is lett m his 

 ̂ siwer to decide whether there was inund
ation; and the tiring iff a pistol, or an 
ugrv word, or a violent declaration, may 
■e in' his opinion such an amount ot vio- 
■mce, intimidation and fraud as to prevent 
full amt free expression of the will ot the 
eople. It is left to the discretion ot the 
oard. upon the showing of this one regis- 
rar, and the showing of oue or two parties 
,rho perhaps may* have been connected with 
he threatened violence, to throw out the 
•etc on th<! ground that violence was used. 
The board of canvassers perhaps simply 
nok over these returns, taking the ex parte 
tatemcirts of those irresponsible super- 
isors, as they generally are, and the x otes 
it a thousand people are thrown out on 
heir mere ipse dixit. That is the second 
practical operation of your law. It it is re- 
jublican, if it tends to promote republican 
principles, then I am at a loss to know 
what republicanism is. I l l  understand the 
ietinition of a republic, it is a government 

.where the people rule—where if ouee the 
eople have spoken it is not in the power ot 
.ny man or set of men to deprive them of 
heir rights. I say that this law, which puts 

it in thft power of a board of returning olii- 
ters to necide who shall be the officers of the 
people, is not republican. Suppose the 
registrar reports from any oue parish that 
there lias lieeu intimidation, and suppose, 
the board receives the return about twenty 
days after the election, just before tho 
meeting in January of the General Assem 
biy. Tbis board, setting in New Orleans, 
without any right to call witnesses, simply 
deceives ex parte statements,^ upou which 
the Governor issues bis certificate of elec
tion. and ou the first Monday in January a 
person walks in and takes his seat as duly 
elected who perhaps has not received ten 

in the parish from which ’ he. is re- 
turifed. I ask it that is in accordance 
witl) republican institutions 1 Does the 

■ Reiiblican partv want such a
1 Jaw] If 1 were to take the high moral stand 
I of t p gentleman from Carroll (Mr. MeMh- 

len I would say, preserve the liberties of 
the eople, and let the Republican part;, go 
doti, for it makes not much difference 
wh part.v is in power, so that it adminis
ter he government in accordance with the 
lat anS the constitution. The preserva- 
tia »fouc constitution and laws is prefer- 
ah to the success of any party. Tou are 
no tattling for party alone. Are you to 
lei late sole! v for the success of one party, 
or r the suttess of vne set of inuividuals 
ov another. I must say that this has been 
th course of our legislation for the last lew

prevent the people 
locality, the vote shall not be 
That is what I understand by the 

pn, and I now ask the Senator from 
• (Mr. Blackmail)— 
ackman had left the Senate.] 
j.c people's atteution to the fact 
/•>n as the Senator from Claiborne 
Lkman) makes his spread-eagle 
ltH gets oft' his superfluous gas, he 

eat iu the Senate, 
vh—That's what they are allaft

sothack—The Senator frohi Jeffer 
ug tif h) is as full of gas as any of 
(.jtJjliffieulty with him is that he 
l,‘r tt out. If he could he would 
stat11 l |om morning til! night. I 
6,an*cajly that 1 do not under- 
f,..„r»osition as put bv the Senator 

ave (Mr. Blackmau). If he can 
vothat this hoard is to return 

I a'ml008e.*  ̂w'b say at once that 
denial^ of it. The people do not 
s( .inJegislation, nor do I under- 
, (tor from the seeoud district 
ask is t0 ^ewire it. All that we 
Senatt Peot'le- °f Louisiana, as the

eon
anyor

te  m (iui borne understands that 
iei'1 b«lter say the Derno- 

shall m determined to fight, they 
election day: and if tIipv

cratic 1

raise ri* , -,
cur sha!te8 'vhl're Tlhi»8C r,ot? 
tbat Tbeountcd. I do not deny
b ecau se" ^ *  at the last election,
meet t t  ty,be tril,e; ?“d I would 
Blackma “ ’om Claiborne (Mr. 
While pr»y, on that question, 
in 1808, I u°h violence iw we liad 
as we hatevent a’so suclt frauds

Kidt o/thi’re ,h,,,ie frauds the re
section! the bill, or some other

51r. I t |,e for
to that fact. The

I shall vote as much in that way as he will, 
but be and I differ as to who are the peop'e. 
If he will oonvince me that he means all 
the people of the State, and not one part of 
them, he and I can agree. I want to see the 
laws passed which will protect the class 
that I represent, which will protect the 
cluss that he represents, and protect the 
whole people, without regard to color or 
political considerations. I was going to 
say that if we could get such laws. I would 
not care whether tho State went Republican 
or Democratic: but tliat is rather too broad 
an assertion. I wmuld rather see it go Re 
publican. But, at the same time, I would 
not like to see it go Republican or carried
for the Republicans by special legislation. 
I do not believe any colored man wants
this, but I do know that the, colored people 
want some such law as that now under dis- 
cussion.

Pending the debate tho Senate adjourned.

DJiBATR!* IN THE IIOI SK.

Monday. February 19. 1879. 
The State House bill being under consid

eration in Committe of tlie YVhole, and 
upon a motion to recommend to the House
the indefinite postponement of tho bill, Mr. 
Matthews spoke as follows:

J v< s, and thus the charge is thrown upon 
i'* fau force, that iu the State ot Louisi-

calling my 
frauds wer , 
meat of «<?sult oi the appoint- 
one of thebcers- 1 a,n ^<1 b£ 
that board t°  * member of 
do. While,1®* ‘Y1.'1 anything to 
that this bo^ 18 b,«b!y probable 
in a proper Vs “bout its business 
and we do rfve nothing to d o -  
do-we say F have anything to 
class of Repfinard not tor the 
represents, a.om Jir- McMillen 
protection— be s;i.vs' need no 

Mr. McMill , . 
which needs n belong to a class 

Mr. I’i#ichb»
w id e ly  from ^atement differs
lieve the SenatfStood; but I be- 
len) does need f"]! (Mr. McMd- 
tiou of a time In  aye recollec-
people against Vl. the class of 
struck the Seuf^re protection

a jw e  have no republican government m 
s#stanee, ana verv little iu form. As for 
t*  troubles of 1868, which have been so 
<Ien and so forcibly alluded to, and to 
ifcich some Senators seem to look back, ua
di they have become almost an ignis fatuus 
■ uidiu" them in the measures of the future 
—I say5that in 1808 there may have been 
intimidation and violence. In 1870 the tes
timony of almost every Senator on the floor 
»■ there was swindling ami fraud. 1 he 

SWfcferrnce between these two elections is 
**^tll expressed in one ot Bulwer s novels. 
m k o  wanted things and took them 

f T y bluster; you wanted them and 
took them by ‘insmiyation. I say tlutt it 
is time both of us quit this sort ot tiling. 
Let us put down intimidation and make 
penal statutes such as will punish any man 
who dares to interfere ou the election day 
with anv other man wlio has tlie right 10 

A, vott. j Win support, such a measure, lie the 
< punishment what it may, but if you place 

this offense beyond the law, assuming by 
the appointment of this returning board,

| powers which in oue instance belong to the 
courts aloue. and in another instance belong 
to the Legislature. I say you commit an 
open violation of the constitution ot the 
State, which should not be tolerated. These 
powers can be used for the purpose of keep- 
{nor out every Republican and every Demo
crat not in sympathy with the administra
tion Do vou want to give to any man such 
nowers as that! I certainly do not. It is 
the Interest ot the colored men to oppose the 
law. It may be made tlie means of destroying 
both them and us. It may be the means of 
making the government of Louisiana 
a personal government, with personal ad
herents who will stand as firm as the adhe- 
rents Pizaro an«l Cortes. And colored 
men, when Republicans fell you that your 
liberties must bo preserved bv such laws, 
it may be well for you to remember tlie 
destiny tlie Indians met in Mexico when 
tkirtew liehl out to them professions and 
promises for their cultivation,_civilization 
and glory. It may be used tor like pur- 
nose, and* instead of eouternng upon you 
the rights which you expect, may hr tlie 
means of establishing » personal govern
ment, under which you will have uo rights 
at all.

Mr. Barber—In parishes where there is 
bo violence or intimidation who will be
hurt? . .

Mr. Blackman—I say it is very easy to 
charge intimidation where there is none. 
The mere discharge ol a shot is intimida
tion in the eyes of some men, and there are 

•plenty of men who are ready to report it 
and exaggerate it. According to the Sena
tor from Terrebonne (Mr. O'Hara) the, 
votes of even Republican parishes were 
thiown out in 1868. and he did not know 
the reason, and I do not suppose be ever 
will find it out. If there is intimidation or 
violence, or fraud in the election of any oi 
the civil officers of your Slate, your law 
provides that the party aggrieved can go 
mfo the courts and have tlie contest de
cided, and if it is decided that he is duly 
and properly elected, the Governor is re- 
quireit to give him liis commission. This 
makes it totally unnecessary to have this 
board of returning officers as tar as the 
election of civil officers is concerned. Then 
with regard to the elections of members ot 
the General Assembly. The constitution 
'.rovidcs than when the returns are made

Milien), on Roy8)rr°ll (Mr. Mo 
General Assembhis way to the 
such things as tlf<' prevent just 
political diff ered he result of a 
The assailant o ft the parties, 
a mob, and I hava« backed by 
man from Carrol? the gentle- 
deap ored to resenven) had en- 
beiMi assassinated5 would have 
protect the Senato Bo it is to 
uc warns it or *11, wbetlter 
adopt this sectie desire to 
it in the interest sire to do 
grizidv or gray; ic or black. 
Committee oi tilttst ol this 
property in New Otwn all the 
We want to protect' they do. 
cendiarism and all tlst riot, i*  
want to prevent tlrvils. We 
from inaugurating sentlemen 
witnessed here. 1 k we have, 
difference between tt marketi 
gentleman from Carnhich tiie 
longs and the class hellen) 
out wishing to prove tad with- 
ment that the Sena toy argil 
protection, I desire tt’ needs 
Senate the all-importanm the 
to which I belong doe* class 
remind the Senator tiion. I 
Milien) of the fact that tr. Mc- 
for two hundred and ocesent 
the chattels of the class 1 been 
debasing effects of slave. The 
blood and manhood. Tltheir 
of slavery manifests itseliurit 
but in the class to wbliem 
from Carroll (Mr. Sloiau 
though not on the Repmgs, 
his class been in slavery a* ad 
to which I belong was, it iss 
the strong arm oi the goved 
tect it in its rights. Hovo- 
from Carroll (Mr MeMillcnn 
licence and his knowledge tl- 
go home and say we do not i  
I am at a loss to know. I w, 
tbiug thoroughly uudersto, 
want it to go out iu the pa 
that the colored people 
want special legislation, 
legislation that will prevent i 
tiou, murder and intimidatioi

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen—I favor the 
motion made by the'gentleman from St. 
Tammany, to recommend the indefinite 
postponement of the bill, for these reasons: 
In the first place, I consider the bill one of 
tho most monstrous frauds ever brought be
fore the Legislature of this or any other 
State, and unworthy of the support 
of any Republican who desires econ
omy iu the administration of the State 
toverument. and who favors the reduction 
>1‘ our taxes. Now let us look into this 

bill, anil see what it contains. In the first 
place, it goes on to indorse act No. 31, 
of the session of 1871, to create a State 
House commission, and to provide means to 
build a State House. Now, Mr. Speaker, I 
am opposed to the indorsement of that act, 
as the constitutional amendment limiting 
the Slate debt debars that act 
from going into effect, and a bill 
has already been introduced into this 
House repealing said act I hope the 
bill will be passed and moulded into a law, 
and the nev^ State House business swept 
out of existence for the present and until 
our finances are in a better condition. The 
first section of this bill goes on and allows 
this State House commission to exchange 
auy real property, rights, ways, privileges 
or franchises, or incomes derived therefrom, 
belonging to the State, situated in the par
ishes of Orleans. Jefferson and St. Bernard, 

the lauds that the State House 
commission selects ; and the same 
section directs them to select a portion of 
land situated in the Sixth District, and 
known as the Foucher property. Now, I 
wish to state right hero that the gentlemen 
who owns this Foucher property bought it 
some four or five months ago for $titio,000, 
and since they purchased it they have sold 
a portion of it for a city park, and realized 
more than they originally paid for the 
whole property, and now they want the 
State t» pay them several hundred thou
sand dollars for a few acres upon which 
to build a State House, anil these 
same gentlemen iu the end will realize 
nearly a million of dollars for their
$600,000 purchase money. Now. sir, 
am opposed to allowing the State to become 
a party in any such transaction. In the 
same section the bill goes on and assesses i 
tax of two mills ou the dollar on all the rea 
and personal property in the State for a pe 
rind of ten years, which is to be exclusive\ 
used for the building of a State House am 
the purchase of grounds. Now, a fair esti 
mate of tbis tax for the ten years would 
certainly realize upward of $5,000,000 
and. gentlemen, are you going to allow 
$5,000,000 of the people’s money to be in 
vested in such a manner t ' You all 
know that the people can not 
afford such an extravagance. Our 
people are too much embarrass* 
and too poor to stand such a tax us this Gill 
levies for such a purpose. The friends of 
the bill have shown me*a plan of the build 
ing which they propose to erect for a Stall 
House. It is aver, beautiful design, but I 
venture to say that such a building could 
be greeted for considerable less than 
$1,000,000. * And now, what do they propose 
to do with the balance of the money? Their 
plan is to issue an immense number of 
bonds, and this money is to be consumed iu 
paying tlie principal and interest of flit 
bonds, anil other divers ways that will 
never benefit the State. They also propose 
to exchange tlie property of the State for 
this laud, to be redeemed at some future 
day at a valuation tobe fixed by the commis
sioners. 1 have been tolil by good authority 
that the property ot the State, and the Iran 
ehises and incomes they anticipate exchang 
ing for the State House grounds, amount to 
several millions of dollars. It will take in 
the revenues of the new canal anil the 1 
tery company and other revenues of like 
manner, aim 1 am surprised that gentlemen 
upon this tloor who represent large Repub
lican constituencies, and who profess to be 
such good Republicans,and w ho have the in 
tcrest of the State in view, can support such 
a measure, so open to fraud, so huge iu its 
character, and so dangerous to the financial 
interests of the State. I am surprised that 
these gentlemen from Caldwell and Orleans, 
who are State House commissioners, should 
be the most active members in supportin 
tbis bill.

I now wish to call your attention, gentle
men, to a printed circular order from the 
Auditor of State, to the tax collectors 
throughout the State, levying the tax for 
the year 1872. He goes on and levies the 
tax as follows: General fund tax. four
mills: school tax. two mills: interest tax.

r  , " - . M M 1.
from Caldwell, who advocates this bill, has 
said that the State was payiBg over $100,-
000 per annum for rent. Now, I beg leave 
to differ with the gentlemen, and call his 
attention to this statement which I will 
read, and it reads as follows: Office rent 
Attorney General, $1200; office rent State 
Superintendent Education, $800; office rent 
Registrar of Voters, $1500; office rent Audi
tor and Treasurer, $3000; and Mechanics ’In
stitute. $10,191, making an aggregate of $16,- 
691. Tills, gentlemen, is copied from the 
appropriation hill of 1871, so you may know it 
is official. And now we might add some mis
cellaneous rents, which would not increase 
the total amount of rents paid by the State 
yeaily over $20,000. So you see that argu
ment is groundless and flimsical, as is all of 
his arguments. Better had we continue to 
pay this r*ut for a few years longer, than tb 
pay $ 100,000 or $.500,000 a year toward 
building a State House that will cost 
eventually $5,000,000, and will not he worth 
over $1,000,000. Some gentlemen say that 
this hall is very unfit for a house to sit iu.
1 admit that it is a very unpleasant hall, 
and not well adapted for this purpose ; but, 
sir, it is plenty good enough to pass good 
laws in, aud will do for our State until her 
people become more prosperous. The gentle
man lrom Caldwell says it is a disgrace to 
be without a Capitol. I can see no aisgrace 
in using this building tor a State House. As j 
tor my part, it will do me, auil sooner than 
to levy a tax of two mills upon my constitu
ents to build a new one, I would be willing 
to hold our sessions in one of the public 
squares ot the city, with nothing but the 
blue canopy of heaven overhead. Gentlemen, 
this is a serious matter, and to you Repub
licans who expect to come belore the people 
tor their franchises iu the future, I warn you 
to beware, for when your opponent meets you 
upon the stump, he will iiurl in your teeth 
the action you have taken here, to fasten 
upon the people a tax of two mills for ten

’years; and for what! for what, I ask you? 
Your opponent will tell you, l,to build a 
palace with marble steps, with mahogany 
desks and tables, and velvet cushioned 
chairs, to support Jhe forms of your repre
sentatives and your State officers. To take 
the money out of your pockets, in order 
that you can say, the State of 
Louisiana has a magnificent palace 
for a State House. And all this 
while, you are plodding along daily 
eating y»mr corn bread anil pork, and living 
in your little house twelve by sixteen feet. 
You can not stand such luxuries in the 
present condition of our country.” That is 
what your opponent will tell the people, 
anil I venture to say that not one single 
man who supports the bill will be elected 
to till any position in the gift of the people.
I, therefore, hope you will see the impor
tance of recommending the indefinite post
ponement of the bill.

Gentlemen, you have pledged yourselves 
to reform. Now, let us throw aside these 
schemes, and take take up these reform 
measures. Do you want to pass this bill 
before any bill is passed to cut down the 
taxes? Suppose the bill passes, there will 
be no guarantee that tlie other bills will be 
passed. Then tlie taxes will be twenty two 
and one-halt mills. Now, if you are deter
mined to pass this bill, put it off until you 
have passed those reform bills. This bill, 
sir, gives no guarantee that a State House 
will ever be built; it allows an immense 
number of bunds to be issued, which 
the State will be liable for,
aud there is no guard as to 
the limit ot issuing bonds; and furthermore, 
at tlie last session, when the bill was passed 
creating a State House commission, the 
friends of that bill said that $1,500,000 
would he sufficient to buy property and 
build tlie State House. Now, how is it that 
they want $5,000,000 now, and that bill pro
vided for paying $1,000,000 for the same 
property that they propose to now pay two 
or three times as much? There is some
thing wrong about this, anil I warn you to 
fully investigate it belore you allow'your
selves to vote for the bill. And I sincerely 
hope, gentlemen, that you will join me in 
defeating this measure, ami support the 
motion made by the gentleman from 8t. 
Tammany. And, gentlemen, as it is now 
getting late in the night, I will close by 
moving that the Committee rise.

Carried.

for suspicion of corrupt practices connected 
onf
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with the transaction 
In discussing the first, he said it w^s ab

surd to assert that these sates were made 
under the ordinary circumstances surround
ing previous sales. It was true that gov 
eminent had been selling arms all along 
since the end of the rebellion, and no one 
found any fault, but when the great war 
between France and Germany bad broken 
out, aud the President had issued his pro
clamation of neutrality, would anybody 
say that no extraordinary precautions were 
then necessary in the sale of arms? Indi
viduals might be pardoned for taking 
refuge behind the technical ignorance of 
the destination of arms, but a nation could 
not afford to do that, because its honor and 
its character among nations were at stake.
_ Mr. Schurz read a letter written by the 

Chief of Ordnance, describing, he said, the 
operations of the War Department iu mak
ing the sale of arms at that period. The 
letter stated that bids had been invited by 
sending out letters to the principal dealers 
iu arms. It was remarkable, however, that 
Baker &, Co., the only very great arms mer
chants in New York, were not notified, and 
only learned by accident that the sales 
were to take place. Upon making the dis
covery, Baker came to Washington and no
tified the Prussian Minister. The Minister 

I weiit to the War Department, and asked 
that the sales should be put off for a few 
days, which was done.

The Senator from New York (Conkling) 
had said that Baker St Co. had bought 
arms which afterward got into the hands of 
Germany. That was a mistake. He 
(Schurz) hail been in communication with 
that house, and had ascertained the fact, 
which was that they had bid upon a quan
tity of arms for the purpose of keeping 
them from the French, expecting to be re
compensed by tlie German government, but 
that government declined to have anything 
to do with the arms, and they passe.d'in the 
hands of Schuyler, Hartley & Graham, and 
afterward into the hands of the French.

There were new calls for bids to be open
ed on the twentieth of October. Ou Oc
tober 21, at 4 P. M., sales of large amounts 
of arms to several arms manufacturers were 
completed, and according to a dispatch 
from the French Consul, all these arms had 
already been partly paid for by the French 
government, on the twenty-second, just 
one day after the sales from the depart
ment were completed. Certainly the busi- 
was done promptly—[laughter], and the 
question was naturally suggested whether, 
when Squires was discovered as a French 
agent, that the sales were not postponed in 
order to give him an opportunity to make 
arrangements with other parties. Me did 
not charge that this was a fact, nut he 
would ask every fair minded man whether 
suspicion did not lie dreadfully near.

Then came the sales to Richardson. 
When the War flkpurtment was not offer
ing to large arrasoealers, why did it address 
oue of its letters to Thomas Richardson 
counselor at law, Ilion, New York 
[Laughter.] The Senator from New York 
hail laid great stress on what he assumed 
to be the fact that Richardson need not 
have appeared personally at the depart
ment in negotiating his purchases, and that 
it could have been done by merely sending 
in his bid, accompanied by twenty per cent 
of the purchase money. The record 
showed, however, that the business could 
not be done in that way, because some ef
fort was necessary in order to satisfy the 
conscience of thy War Department about 
the propriety of making sales of cartridges, 
aud it showed also that an effort was made 
not by Richardson in person, but by an 
other gentleman—Remington, the same 
Remington who, on the fifteenth of the pre
ceding October, had been discovered to be 
agent of the French government.

As further evidence thaf there did exist 
just ground for suspicion and. therefore, for 
an investigation, Mr. Schurz read two ex-

Mr. Schurz said that tho Secretary of War 
and Chief of Ordnance had some doubt 
about the propriety of their action at the 
time, and he had a letter from the Chief of 
Ordnance to General Belknap, stating that 
the arms so sold were fit for tho United 
States service. He felt authorized, there
fore, to charge a flagrant and manifest 
breach of law. lie charged it ou the show
ing ot the Chief of Ordnance himself, and 
if there was to he any quibbling about this 
point he would be glad to hear it at once. 
Possibly an attempt would he made to ex
plain it away, too; hut he would ask the 
Senate what would become of tlie popular

respect for laws if the law makers thus 
recklessly quibbled away their meaning?
What would become of constitutional gov 
eminent in this country if the executive 
officers of the government were to be allow
ed to feel that they might disregard the 
plainest provisions of law, and that, like 
Augustus Ctesar, they could always rely on 
a submissive and obedient Senate? He 
begged the Senate to remember that there 
was more at stake than cartridges or ‘‘cash.” 

On the third point, Mr. Schurz argued 
that the facts already Bhown were enough 
to justify a suspicion of corrupt transac
tions. The testimony ol Remington and of 
the French officials, already referred to: the 
anxiety of the Chief of Ordnance ta aid 
Hcinmgtoji iu settling his accounts in 
France, relating to some transactions for 
which he (Remington) had been ostensibly 
driven out of the War Department: the dif
ference between the amounts paid by the 
French and those received by our govern
ment; the jeopardizing of our national re
lations and the tasking of our internal har
mony; the flagrant and confessed violation 
of the War Department, and the myste
rious disappearance of large sums of money; 
all these tacts and circumstances went to 
show that there was ground for suspicion 
and for Investigation, and Senators on 
the otffier side knew it, and felt it keenly, 
as was shown by their attempts to divert 
the Senate and the country from the true 
question by charging those who urge this 
resolution with acting as French agents anil 
with a want of patriotism. These charges 
were flimsy and absurd. If, was the duty of
the government to investigate this matter, 
and if the wrongs charged on the executive

trai ts from the testimony given by Iteming 
trial r

-V S E N A T O R I A L  C A B A L

In the Senate, last Wednesday, debate 
was resumed on the bill to investigate the 
sale of aims to the French.

Mr. Schurz said the weakness of a cause 
is apt to disclose itself by the nature of the 
arguments used in its support. When we 
hear a case advocated by insinuations anjl

.............. ..........  six anil a half mills: levee tux interest, one
leave the result to the peopl and a half mills; special levee tax, two and 
The people 1 represent tuna half mills: levee construction tax fund, 
question thoroughly; they btwo mills; levee repair fund, two mills, 
sneet for law than any other .forming in the aggregate twenty and a half 
world. They want a law untlenjills ou the dollar. Now, gentlemen, with 
can go to the ballot-box and « |,at assessment of tax staring you in tho 
they' please; aud if, when they lt.e, can yon go on anil levy a two-null tax 
law, they go there and vote awa,ore for the purpose of building a palace 
liberties'by voting l’or the Demote a State House ? Some of the triends
in God’s name let them do it, tt- 
want them to be driveu there ti 
pose. The gentleman fr°’Y

this hill 
going to

um that reform hills 
he passed to cut 

n the taxes. Now. I claim thaf the taxes 
not he cut down but a very little, per- 
s one or two mills. Looking ovftr the 
issment you will see that the school tax 
ro mills we cannot cut down, for we all 

was made, if we did not vote ro aff,cate free schools: then comes the in- 
»(,' were going bark on the colkt tax fund, which amounts in all to ten 
There are certain parties who half mills—that we cannot cut down 

s we repudiate the just obligations ol

,,Ur. O’Hara) seems a little toil 
liis attention being called to th 
colored luen voted lor him. 

iMr. O’Hu nv—No, sir ; I said :

JL11C1C *x J c  v/v i  r  V  * ,
know what is better tor the col
than I d<>. 1 represent as maoy tate, and I am sure that no man wants
men as yon (Mr. 1'inchback). that; then wo have the four mills

iV_. l l_i. iul iiffrn iann J._ _1.7,.L :n ,.11 *1...

bv the Secretary of State the Louse ami 
Senate themselves can determine the. quali
fications of their own members aud the 
legality of tln-ir electLon. Thus
not need the returning board 

, itaae of the election of members 
General Assembly. I repeat 

1 bin the power of tin

we do 
in the 
of tlie 
it is 

returning board
of Louisiana ofdeprive the people 

publican government not onlv m form, 
m substance. The people outside hare 

much interest in this bill as in anytluni
fhat 01111 conlc before the Senate, and it. is
because they believe that their lives ami 
1-berties depend upon it, and because they
Vesire to sec good "government perpetuated 
n Louisiana, that they a.-k that these laws 
ml! b<i s“ modified that in the future the 
lections iu this State shall not be carried 
irber by violence, ‘‘insinivati 
V'e ask you, Ii< publicans, to

Mr. Pinchback—That istliereason tax, which is important to all the 
vou ought always to vote wth me., of the State, especially to the people 
will sat this for the Senate fromja tlie overflowed section of the State, 
bonne (Mr. O'Hara), that h« alwayij8 tax is authorized already bylaw, 
pretty straight on all party luestion,- tax must be paid; that forms an ag- 
be went into tho Wililernes and afl, of sixteen auil a halt mills 
another illustration of the d  adage, we cannot well get around, 
communications corrupt gid mam-here is left the four mill 
[Laughter.] When the dored vo fund tax which cati he cut 
which the gentleman allud was cat these reform bills are passed that 
him. the colored people bieved thawing in the Senate. But lu n i’ r- 
woiild vote for their interes iat the friends of this bill call this

Mr. O'Hara—Have I not me so ? hill. In the name of God where 
Mr. Pinchback—I believeiu have alnq^rm sections in the bill. 1 have

voted straight in the past. find them. On the contrary, it is
Mr. O’Hara—Who is the st judge of q*. Do you call it reform by in- 

interests ot my constituent die taxes two mills, aud by rob-
Mr. Pinehback—I think t.v will be. state? For if you do pass this 
Mr O'llara—Who is toe the judge H be a robbery of the State, 

my votes. o reform in it; it is a dangerous
Mr. Pinehback—Being • of those id ei re form. Now, suppose the re- 

tified with their interests, m. When th fib pass—which I hope they 
Senator lrom Claiborne ir. Blackmancneral tax fund can not be cut 
said he would throw any eguanls usket than two mills at the farthest, 
aronnd the voter in the wot punishment) pass this bill, you raise it two 
of intimidation, I felt thatre had a tomdjy keeping the taxes twenty 
munity more careful to n ee the laws,oils on the dollar. So you see,
I might accept his propion; but it wofiat it is impossible to reduce 
look around and see how uy persons are *,u pass this bill, but if you do

on, or fraud, 
meet us iu a

irit of fairness—to meet us not as par- 
lane and to give the people of the whole 

'irrespective of party, Ihe light to casttate, irrespc
■r votes for whom they please; and that 

lion the elections shall have been held, no 
ahull have the power to step in and say

t tlm *be l’,!,'ph‘ shall be thwarteu.
hen we will join in with you—wrangling 
wj* these votes will cease,' and the people

nil join in with you—w rangling

find they can have equal rights.
Mr Pim bfiaok—I um luvorably impres-ed

closing r.-marks of the Seuatrtr 
Z  cRdbcrne (Mr. Blackman). I am iu- >m ^  th mijd an(j lumper.

V fC g S g e  wbieh he used in his closing 
aark» had characterized the speeches ol

..ailv brought before llourts for viola 
tionof the'penal statuund day by day 
are acquitted—when w<e that it is im
possible to procure a oction even for 
murder, I would like toow wbat possi
bility there would be of punishment of 
anybody for intimidutioBn election.

Mr. Blackman—Who i the majority 
of tho juries ? Fix the Jaw, and then 
you cun get conviction*
" Mr. Pinehback—I salt if we had a 
community that would us a reasonable
guarantee'that tho law d he enforced 
against malefactors, I Id be willing to 
accept the proposition s Senator from 
Claiborne (Mr. Black; but, in the
present state of publieng, I would re
gard it as simply riilictto accept any
such thiug as that, wie view of pro
tecting the class to *1 belong. The
Senator shall not g*td of me in talk
ing about the rights cpeople. I expect

may be able to reduce the 
11s. Now, gentlemen. I ven- 
»t almost every Republican in 
ion he was before his constit- 
cumpaign. advocated the re- 

ies. and promised to use his 
ben taxation. I can say that 
Gw call on you, gentlemen, 
b pledges, and help me kill 
bive a tax of two mills from 
siour suffering people. I am 
b> this bill is only advocated 
I Cand mostly colored men. 
ful that you colored members 
I bi this bill, its magnitude, 
pea being deceived, and I ap 
thosse aud examine this bill 
to it* you commit. \ ourselves 
for Jyou for party’s sake, and 
woui, to drop this bill as you 
tainlgiake, for it will cer- 
yourou, and will cause 

>ath. The gentleman i

inuentloes with regard to the motives of 
those who have taken the other side, we ara 
very apt to suppose that there must be 
something wrong. Nobody who has listened 
to the speeches of tho Senators trom Indi
ana and New York (Morton and Conkling) 
would deny that the general rule implies to 
tho present matter. The Senator from In
diana (Morton) tried to convince the Senate 
that there could be no suspicion connected 
with the sale ot arms by this government 
to certain persons, because every road out 
of the Republican party led into the Demo
cratic, [laughter] anil because the plat- 
lorni of the Missouri Liberals iloeff not 
accord with his views, and must therefore 
be unrepublican anil radically wrong, and 
because he is in favor of the re-election of 
General Grant, and is sure to have it. 
[Laughter.]

The Senator from New York (Mr, Conk
ling), whom I very sincerely regret not to 
see in his seat after his gallant exploit of 
yesterday, followed in the footsteps of the 
Senator from Indiana. He tried to con
vince us that the sales of arms must neces
sarily be free from blame, because there is 
no impression abroad that there is a mili
tary ring in this country; and because there 

an impression of the existence of a Sena
torial cabal bent on destroying this adiuin- 
stration; and because the Democrats are 
insulating in New Hampshire the speeches 

of certain Republican Senators iu order to 
defeat the administration party there. Now, 
sir, I will not deny that these things were 
very eloquently expressed, and might lufve 
been very proper elsewhere, but certainly 
they did not throw much light, on the ques 
tion now under discussion, anil I should he 
glad to pass them over did I not desire 
to devote a very few of my remarks 

one thing said by tlia't Senator. 
With an air ot triumph he held up 
a pamphlet purporting to contain one of 
m v speeches, saying that it was circulated 
by the Democratic party in New llanip- 
‘iire, anil was producing greater effect 

than any other document. I hare since in
quired into that matter, and what ilo you 
think that pamphlet contains? It contains 
the speeches of Senators from Illinois, 
Massachusetts and Nebraska, and myself, 
and they are speeches denouncing the cor
ruption prevailing in the Customhouse iu. 
New York. If such things work against 
the success of the administration party, 
then the fault does not lie with those who 
denounce the corruption. ^

It is those sycophants who, by covering 
up every abuse, ever su glaring, and de
fending every violation of the law, ever so 
scandalous, who have brought the com
monwealth to the pass where we now 
find it.

Yes. there is a senatorial cabal upon this 
floor. It is that eabal which defeated the 
San Domingo scheme; it is that cabal which 
forced the investigation of corruption in tlie 
New York Customhouse: it is that cabal 
which exposed those abuses, and rendered 
necessary their reformation. And let me 
tell tho Senate that those speeches of ours 
would not have produced the least effect ou 
the Republican voters of New Hampshire, 
if it could have been said at the same time 
that those abuses, which were laid open in 
all their deformity a whole year ago, had 
been abolished, and if if eould have been 
denied that Loot and Stocking were at that 
moment still plundering the merchants of 
New York.

Mr. Schurz then said that the subject be
fore tlie Senate, stripped of all personal 
mutters, raised three questioas. Tiie first 
was, what was done in accordance with the 
rule of conduct laid down by the govern
ment for its own action ? The, rule that no 
arms should be sold to any knW n agent of 
either belligerent. The second was, what 
was done in accordance with tlie laws of 
the country ? The third, is there, in the 
facts as they stand before us, any ground

ton in France ou the triar of Victor Plar 
Remington, being a witness under oath, 
said : “ I did not regard myself as obliged 
to make advances, and this still less inas
much as I had myself to pay to the govern 
mentof the United States an advance of ten 
to twenty per cent.” Again, before the in
vestigating committee of tlie French Assem
bly lie said : “ But the French government 
and I were charged to treat with tlie gov
ernment of tlie United States.” This last 
statement, also, showed what brought Rem
ington hack to this country in December of 
that year. He came to transact business 
connected with tiie purchase which was os
tensibly made by K? chardson, the lawyer, 
and it was after )iis return here on that er
rand that the interviews and negotiations 
described in his (Remington's) letter took 
place

The Senator from Indiana (MortoD) had 
objected to his (Schurz's) statement the 
oilier day, that the government was not 
only bound not to sell to men whom they 
knew to he the agents ot either belligerent, 
but also to satisfy themselves by all the 
means of information in their possession 
that the persons applying for arms were not 
agents of one or the other belligerents. But 
he (Schurz) was willing to accept Mr. Mor
ton's statement of the rule, which was. that 
if tlie government had reason to believe 
that the person buying arms was an agent 
of tlie Frebeh government, they had no 
right to make the sale, aud that all govern
ment was called on to know was that the 
purchaser was not an agent of one or the 
other of ihe belligerents; and he insisted 
that government had Tailed to do its duty, 
judged even by that rule.

The Senator from New York (Conkling) 
had said that cash was the purchaser. That 
might be well, provided this Mr. Cash was 
not the representative of a known agent of 
the French goxerement. No matter, says 
tiie Senator from New York (Conkling), 
Cash ts the man wlio buys, and we look at 
nothing lmt cash. But then where is our 
reasonable diligence i Where is mir good, 
faith? No matter, says tho Senator, this 
great American republic of ours under
stands In r good faith and interprets her 
neutral duties on strictly cash principles. 
[Laughter.] Proudly the standard of our 
national morality and honor was borne aloft 
bv tlie Senator from New York, with a 
dollar mark in oash as the coat of arms of 
this great republic of the United States. 
[Laughter.]

Seriously speaking, are. we sensible men? 
Are we honest men? Is this our rule ol' 
neutral duty? Is this rule to be observed 
not only by us, but toward us. Let me 
warn Senators to pause long before they com
mit themselves to any position so absurd, 
so mean, so utterly dishonorable. Let me 
tell them it is not safe for nations to play 
little tricky games, and endeavor to cover 
themselves up with little quibbling techni
calities.

Mr. Schurz discussed this at great length, 
and as additional evidence that there was 
ground for suspicion and investigation, 
read a passage from tlie testimony given by 
Jules Lecesne, who was president ol'the 
armament committee' at Tours, in Fran* 
while the sales were going ou. The ques
tion was upon a certain overcharge on a 
lot of rifles, anil this witness said: ‘‘There
was no expense beyond the per eentago al
lowed Remington, since we had treated di
rectly with the leileral government of the 
United States, which delivered these arms 
without charge on board vessels.”

After this and other statements, he. 
(Schurz) thought that Senators should 
cease to talk about the want of patriotism 
of those who called the attention of the 
Senate and country to this matter. It was 
quite evident that loreign governments 
were as well informed as they were, or even 
better. [Laughter.] These statements, 
made under oath, in foreign courts, left no 
course open for the United States except to 
investigate and show tlie statements to he 
false, if they were so, or, if they were true, 
to punish the guilty.

The second question was, were the laws 
of our own country violated? And lie ar
gued that it was at least a proceeding of 
doubtful legality to sell the breech-loading 
rifles at all. The statute authorized the 
sale of obi eannou, arms aud other ord
nance stores which were damaged and oth
erwise unsuitable for the United States mil
itary service, or for the militia of the 
United States; anil under this the Chief ot 
Ordnance has assumed the right to sell a 
large number of breech-loading rifles, of 
the pattern of 1866, and that at a time when 
the militia throughout the country were 
armed with old muzzle-loaders.

Mr. Morton said that the breech-loaders 
sold were of a discarded pattern, and that 
it was the intention of the government to 
arm the militia with an improved rifle; in 
view of this fact, therefore, the discarded 
rifles did not properly come within the 
classes ol ordnance stores mentioned in the 
statute. •

department have been committed, it was 
tlie duty of the legislative department of 
the government to frankly and boldly dis
avow them. That was the only course 
worthy of the American republic, and, 
therefore, he was not afraid to discuss these 
matters in the Senate and denounce the 
wrong in them, for he remembered that 
Cobden and Bright, when they warned the 
British Parliament of the consequences of 
its conduct during the rebellion, were far 
better patriots than those who decried it.

Mr. Schurz then spoke of the amendment 
ottered by Mr. Conkling, ordering the com
mittee to inquire whether any Senator or 
American citizen had been in collusion with 
any foreign agent or spy, etc., and said it 
was a subject of rather a painful character. 
He regretted that the Senator had intro
duced that anieudmi-nt for his own sake. 
He reminded him that spies were used onlv 
in time of war, and suggested that he should 
strike out that word from the amendment, 
as likely to be offensive to the French gov
ernment.

Messrs. Morton and Conkling hail offered 
a gross insult to the German government

representations of those whd were fighting 
against e#rruption. When motives were 
called into question, they knew that tbe 
motives of the henchmen of power were at 
least as open to suspieon as the motives of 
those who opposed them. “Let me tell, 
those gentlenien,” said he, “that we knew' 
the road to patronage just as well as 
others did, if we had chosen to walk

it.” Tho crack of the party whip 
thesehas lost its power. In these time's 

mere party can lie stale and nauseating 
on tlie stomach of people. If you think 
that the movement now spreading all over 
this land is all a report of politicians, you 
will soon discover your mistake. It is a re
action against the easy political morals and 
spirit of jobbery which have been developed 
in times of war and great political excite
ment. It is an earnest uprising for an hon
est and pure government. You can not re
press it by party discipline; you can not kill 
it with penal statutes. It may be a mere 
commotion to-day. Undertake to resist it, 
and you will Anil it a great moral and polit
ical revolution to-morrow. Whatever others 
may do, I Lave taken my lot. It is to this 
cause that my heart is devoted, and with 
tbis cause I will stand or fall.

by assuming that the agitation of this ques 
tiou might affect the decision of the German

Lyman Trumbull Hie Next President,
|From tho New York Evening Te legram.j

W e venture to make the prediction that 
on the morning after the first Tuesday of 
next November, Lyman Trumbull, of Illi
nois, will be declared President elect of the 
United States.

Tbe uame which we are sanguine enough 
to believe will sweep the country is that of 
Trumbull. In this age of corruption, he 
stands out among the public men of the na
tion as a singularly pure character—modest, 
learned and incorruptible. He is one of the 
few men iu Congress whose skirts are nnde- 
filed by the trail cl corruption. The name 
of Trumbull has come out of the lire tried 
aud proven as gold.

When the atmosphere of Washington, in 
the stormy time of Andrew^ Johnson’s im
peachment, reeked with the*vilest insinua 
tions against all Republicans who were dis
posed to show justice to the impeached 
President, but three names presented such a 
perfectly unassailable) hint that the vilest 
calumniator dare insinuate naught against 
their integrity. Those tiree were William 
Pitt Fessenden, of Maine, James W. Grimes, 
of Iowa, and Lyman Trumbull, of Illinois. 
The former two are in their graves, but the 
last of the trio lives to receive, not far away 
in the future, the highest prize his country
men can bestow.

A great constitutional lawyer, a splendid 
speaker, a man of refined and elevated in
stincts, an accomplished politician, without 
intrigue or demagogism, a statesman in the 
highest sense of the term, Lyman Trumbull, 
of Illinois, as President of America, would 
restore the ancient prestige of the office, and
rescue it front the contempt into which it 

ide man, who haslias fallen. He is a self-mad _______
lought the battle of life without the acci
dental aid of spurious victories. His has 
been a soli# struggle and a noble ambition. 
He lias shown throughout his whole careeV 
as Senator the subordination of self to the 
interest of country.

His patriotism has nothing of the cheap 
tinsel character about it. He has demons-

Emperor as arbitrator between the L'nited 
States and Great Britain, and now the Sena
tor from New York was going to insult the 
French government also. If the amend
ment meant anything, it meant a collusion 
of an improper nature and for improper pur
poses, anil everybody knew that it was 
aimed at three persons—Sumner, himself 
(Schurz) and Marquis de Chambrun. lie 
(Schurz) would vote for the amendment, 
and would give, tlie Senate some evidence in 
advance of tin investigation. The Marquis 
de, Chambrun '.' as no spy. He was tlie legal 
adviser of the French Legation, a French 
gentleman of distinguished family, ami 
of high character aud attainments. Further, 
he was not the man who had given him 
(Schurz) the first information ou this sub
ject. [Laughter.] But, said Schurz, what 
is the spirit of this acieudtuent ? 1 have 
said that I regretted it for the sake of 
the. gentleman who intri tluced it. I do not 
know that 1 can make i itself intelligible to 
his mind or liis moral; eliug, except iu one 
way: by supposing tb r 1 had introduced 
an amendment directing the committee to 
inquire, also, whether a.i those wlio gave 
letters of introduction ■) Remington to 
France were guilty of co icp t prac tices iu 
connection with these transactions. Does 
the Senator want to know why I did not do 
it ? It was because I considered it infinitely 
beneath me. [Applause in ti e galleries ]

Mr. Conkling said he had n t given Rem
ington a letter ot introductii a to France. 
He had merely addressed a not.* t i Reming
ton himself, the purport of which he lead 
stated on a former occasion.

Mr. Schurz—If the Senator had given 
Remington a note stating that he bail in
vestigated all these transactions, and that 
he would be very glail if the French gov
ernment would settle them, and that he 
had a personal interest in them, even then 

would not be the man to offer this amend
ment.

trated his readiness to suffer for principle, 
anil only the man himself can realize the 
ordeal of torture through which he passed 
during the memorable days of impeach
ment. '

The noble band of liberal Republicans in 
Missouri will take up and inscribe as the
foremost name upon their banner next Mav 

Tjthat oi Lyman Trumbull. The Democracy 
of the country will sustain them, and the 
man of clay on horseback at Washington 
will receive a bold notice to quit.

Mr. Conkling said that Mr. Seliurz bail 
been the man to drag in an irrelevant laet; 
that he (Conkling) had written a note to 

mington containing a statement which 
he had felt called upou to make in justice 
to a neighbor and iu the interest of fair play.

Mr. Schurz said that when the subject 
was first mentioned by him he had repeat
edly expressed tbe opinion that the giving 
of the note to Remington was only an act 
ot neighborly friendship on Mr. Conkling’s 
part.

Mr. Conkling disputed this also, anil said 
that his amendment was aimed not merely 
at Messrs. Schurz and Sumner anil the Mar
quis tie Chambrun, but at fill wlio might 

>me within its scope, amt he meant to 
stand by it. He had drawn it, however, 

itbout the statute book before him, and if 
Senator Schurz found any offensive phrase 
in it he was willing to withdraw that
phrase.

Mr. Schurz—Oh, 1 have no doubt the 
Senator is in earnest in this matter. I have 

:*ver doubted that. It looks just like him. 
The Seuator has referred to the statute 
which he held up belore us yesterday, 
threatening us with fine and imprisonment. 
Ah, sir! it is a glorious spectacle. Here 
stand two American Senators, not entirely 
unknown to the country, whose record is not 
entirely devoid of patriotism and service, 
ami whose only aim is to investigate abuses 
and violation of law, and have them pun
ished. Those Senators are met here by one 
of the spokesmen of the administration, 
flourishing a statute in his hand, ami threat
ening them with tine ami imprisonment. 
Let it be known in every nook and 
corner that lie who is in earnest in setting 
his face against those in power, and 
who boldly seeks to detect fraud and 
punish violation of law, is confronted by 
the powers that he w ith the prospect of a 
dungeon. Why, sir, in such desperate con
dition as that [laughter and applause in the 
galleries] they ate developing very fast. 
How long will it be till you can not get up 
testimony against Leet and Stor king, tho 
knights of the general order, without hav
ing some statutes dug up that will fine aud 
imprison you for it ? [Laughter.] But if the 
Senator from New York thinks that lie can 
in this way strike fear into my soul, he will 
find that he is greatly mistaken. On the 
path of duty that 1 have walked, 1 have 
seeu men far more dangerous than he is, 
and before a thousand of them my heart 
w ill not quail. No, sir; I will vote for h?S 
amendment; vote for it with all the scorn 
which it deserves. [Applause in the gal
leries.]

Mr. Schurz then spoke of the charge that 
this was a move to alienate tbe German 
vote. The Senator from Indiana (Morton) 
and the Senator from New York (Conkling) 
were very sweet on the Germans just now. 
[Laughter.] They hud said that no man 
owned the Germans of America. That was 
a fact, and he was proud of it, for he was 
one ot the Germans. No man, no politician, 
m> Senator, not even the President of the 
United States, owned tlie Germans; least of 
all were they owned by that cla-s of poli
ticians who desperately clung to the skirts 
ot power, through whatever mire it may 
drag them. [Laughter ]

The Germans had fought Tammany in 
New 5 oik, and they would in solid array 
tight every Tammany, great or small, on 
whatever side it might appear. An attempt 
had been made to suppress this investiga
tion by cracking the party whip, but those 
who made that attempt grievously mistook 
the time and Bpirit of the people. The 
people could be no longer deceived by mis-

91 ore Reform.
In the United States Si m te last Monday 

Mr. Kellogg, of Louisiana, said :
I present a petition similar to many peti

tions presented during the last eight or ten 
days of the session. This is signed by all 
the principal merchants of the city of New 
Orleans. They ask for reformation in the 
mutter of appointments to and removals 
from office, and in the distribution of fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures paid to officers of 
customs. I listened with some attention to 
what my friend from Michigan, the chair
man of the Committee on Commerce, said in 
regard to the laws relative to the disposi
tion of lines and penalties, and I concur 
in much that he said; but he certainly can 
not deny that the law which authorizes, on 
a mere declaration of belief, the seizure of 
all the books of a mercantile firm, arbitra
rily to be taken from tbeir custody and 
placed before a commissioner and subjected
to examination beyond their supervision 
and control, works an injustice and a most

rievous hardship to the mercantile com
munity. Iu that respect I suppose my friend 
will concede the law should be materially 
altered. I move that this petition be re
ferred to the Committee on Judiciary.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. Kellogg presented a memorial signed 

by the principal rice merchants of New Or
leans protesting against the removal of the 
duty on rice, which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance.

Some attention has been given to the 
reason why many persons of delicate lungs 
suffer very considerable irritation, even to 
the production of a cough, by traveling on 
long railroad routes. A medical gentleman 
has detected iron dust in the annoyance. 
Impalpable sand is usually arrested by 
tine hairs in the nasal cavities, but a singu
lar effect is produced on rails by tho swift 
passage of a heavy train of oars.' Fine par
ticles of iron are thrown off, lilting the air, 
in combination with other kinds' of dusti 
which are inhaled. Those metallic particles 
seem not to be arrested in the mucous of 
bronchial tubes. Their wily is downward, 
into the air cells. Once in contact with
those extremely delicate tissues, they pro- 
j  :_u : _ 1 —1 ised tduce inflammation, and when exposed to 
volume of such dust several days in suroefe- 
sion iu dry weather, severe engorgements 
of the upper portion ot the breathing ap
paratus is the next phase. It ia always in 
favor of our lungs to travel by rail in damp 
or rainy weather, or when the ground is 
covered with snow, as then metallic dust, 
thus singularly produced, rises hut a few 
inches, unsupported by lighter floating 
atoms. Of course these observations refer 
mainly to those with very delicate lungs.

Bribing a Texas Grand Jury.
We copy the following dispatch to the 

Houston f'mon:
Austin, February 19.—Four members of 

the grand jury ot the federal oourt which 
recently indicted Governor Davis have 
been implicated as having been bribed to 
indict Republicans and shield Democrats. 
Gezieral Davidson, chief of the State police,
holds tlie rPPf'llitfl criY’fin Kit f luim f’na theholds the receipts given by them for tho 
money they received for ignoring a bill 
against a prominent Democrat ot Bryan, 
who is charged with revenue frauds to a 
large amount. The State police are on the 
track of ex-Deputy Marshal Wallace, who 
summoned himself on the grand jury, and 
also on the track of other members of the 
grand jury, who are all supposed to have 
accepted bribes. Considerable evidence 
has been obtained, which indicates that the 
whole grand jury, with one or two excep
tions, was bribed. Chambers, the man who 
swore that he changed 400 votes from Gid- 
dings to Clark, in Hill eouuty, is hero in 
jail.

There is abundant evidence that he per
jured himself. He had nothing whatever 
to do with the ballot-boxes, and had no op
portunity to change a single vote. The 
sheriff of Hill county and otheroflieials will 
swear to these facts. Chambers is a drunk
en vagabond, and has been made a tool of 
by the corrupt anil malignant Democratic 
ring at Austin. Marshal Purnell has the 
capias for the arrest of Governor Davis, but 
does not know what to do with it, aud has 
telegraphed to Washington for instructions.

In view of the astounding developments 
as to tlie bribing of the federal grand iury, 
the evidence ot which is fast coming to 
light, the conspirators here who prostituted 
the federal court in order to overthrow tbe 
State government are tilled with consterna
tion, and do not know what to do.

I he Stale- Journal, iu to morrow morn
ing s issue, will publish the receipts given 
by the grand jurors for the money they re
ceived.

Monger, ot Comal county, seems to have 
been the ringleader in the affair. *

Recitation in astronomy—student to as
tonished professor: “ There are several
asteroids already known and fifteen yet to 
be discovered.
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