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v#. New Orloans Mutual Insurance Com-
ot dl., and sawe va. Louisiana Mutual
rance pany ot al.—These suits were
instituted by the plaintiff against seven
other insurance companies on contracts of
insurance entered into severally by each of
these seven companies with the Merchants’
Mutual Insurance Company.
The history of this litigation seems to be
this: Dupasseur & Co. were insured by the
Merchants' Mutusl Iasurance Company on

834 bales of cotton, at the rate of r
bale, on bourd the ship Argean, from New
Orlenns, bound to Havrs, France. Tho de-

fendents reinsured the plaintiffs for the
amounts respectively stated in their sepa-
rate answers.

The veasel arrived safely at the port of
dostination, and after discharging part of
her cargo in sound condition, ot which
three hundred sod twenty-five bales of cot-
ton insured for Du ur & Co formed
o part, took fire, which was ultimately ex-
ringuished by fetting water into the hold..
The remaindor of the eargo was discharged
in n damaged condition. When tbe news
first reached Now Orleans of the occurence
of the accident, the Merchants' Mutual In-
surance Company made several advaoces to
the insured for an aggregate sum of $104-
000, subject to a fusare adjustment. In the
like munner the rednsuring companies
made corresponding advances to aasist the
Merchants' Insurance Company.

In accordance with the usage and prac-
tice at Havro o st t or adj of
the loss was mads by the “Tribuoaldu

Commerce,” and by this adjustment it sesms
the several companins reassnring huve been
willing to abide. By this adjnstment it ap-
pears that the csse was one of partial loss
only, Dupassour & Co., on their part, heid
that it amounted to a constructive total
Joss, and refusing, when called on by the
Merchants' Mutual Insurance Company, to
rofund any portion of the large advances
that bad been made to them, cluimed an
aband uty the loss, un they sssertod,

she news by telegraph, miscellanrous I'Ndln’. edi
3

having amounted to more than fifty per
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ﬁ'l AN is an excellent papos, valuable | passonr & Co., us in case of total loss, but
mg‘m““‘“‘f':wmd T - demning them to pay the sum of $6000,
s e st 3 being the excess of the advauces over the
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smonnt adjusted for constructive total loas.
The reinsurers wers then ecalled upon by
these plaintifis to contribute sccording to
their several undertakings, in favor of the
insurers, in order to lessen the burden on
them. This they refused to do, and against
four of the companies which engaged in the
i suit was brought in the Fifth

THE COURTS.

Suapreme Court Opinions.
Factors’ and Traders’ Insurance Com-

y va. the city of New Orloans.—Appeal

?r:n the Sixth District Court of Orlenns.—
The plaiutiff sued tha city for §10,175 56,
the smount of a lcense tax paid by it to the
city during the years 1867, 1868 and 1869,
on‘the ground that the said tax was uneon-
stitational, becanse not equal and uniform
upon all pbrsons parsuing the business or
ocoupation of lnmrin;:.

The court gu'edjrl gment for the amount
claimed, and the defendant appealed.

Justios Wyly, in delivering the opinion of
the conrt, eaya:

The licenss tax collected from the plaintiff
wos five-cighths of one per cent on the
amount of premium received, and in 1868
end 1865 it was one and one-Lalf per cent op
the t of premium,

y pe on the t of pre-
minms received 15 clearly unconstitutional,
because all insurancs companies do not re-
ceive the sume amount of preminms.

Article 124 of the conatitution of 1861 and
article 118 of the copstitution of 1868 re-
quires that a license tax as well as u tax on
property, shall be equal ndd uniform.

. 0 be equal and uniform the tax must be
the same on all persous, the particular call-
ing or occupation taxed, without reference
to the abilities, fortune or suceess of those
eng in it City of New Orleans vs
Home lusurunce Company, 23 An. “He
who receives what is not due to him,
whether he receives it through error or
knowingly, obliges himself to restore it to
him from whom he hus undaly received it.”
Rev. C. C,, article 2301. Upon this article
and articlos 2302 and 204 the plaintiff re-
liea to uu{;pun ita‘demand for the resti
tution of the amount improperly paid.

The defendant, Yowever, contends that
thore was a natural obligation binding the
plaintiff in conscience and natural justice
n;';nrv what was paid, and therefore, under
vt

2303, 1t onn not be recoverad.

cle 2308 declares that, “To acquire
this right (the right to recover what was
lmrmperlv paid) it is necessary that the
th n‘{ paid be not due in any wanner, either
vivilly or naturally., A nstural obligation
to pay wiil be sutticlent to prevent the re-
covery.”

It will be observed from the plain pro-
visions of article 2303, that in order to de-
feut the right of recovery there must be a
nataral obligation to pay “the thing paid™—
to w the particular thing that has been
collected 2

If A pays o forged note to B, recovery of
the amount can not be defeated becnuse the
latter may hold a natural obligation agalust
hiw, resulting from being the owner of an-
other note that is presc 4

law, in express terms, only permits
the action for repetition to be defeated
when there was a niatural obligation to pay
the “thing paid;” that is, to pay the particu-
Iar debt that bas been paid,

Now, the inquiry i1s not whether thero
‘was & natural obligation binding the plain-
tiff in conacionce and natural justioe to pay
some other debt of equal smount to the
city of New Orleans for the support of ita
gevernment, or otherwise, but it is simply
whether there was & patural ®obligation to
pay the .Y"mm" deht or claim that was
paid, and which is alleged to be unconsti-
tutional.

It is useless to pursne any other inquiry,
because the defense announced, in article
2303, 1s, in precise terms, limitod to the par

ticular debt or clum paid.

The question is, was the plaintiff under o
natura u\nli{:uun to pay au unconstitu-
tional tax! We say no.

An unconstitutional ordinanee of a ynuni-
¢ipal corporation ia an absolute nullity, It
was void from the beginning. It never had
sny obligatory force either in law or con-

enee.

_To say that st dssesament in direot viols-
tion of the coustitution binds the citizen in
consclence and natural justioe is an absurd-
ity too manifest to require arguwent.

Until there is an sssessuent (and an un-
Slnuui-i :I - h ut is no t)

ero is no debt; there is no eblization
either natural or eivil, - .

The amount collected from the plaintiff
was unduly collected, because he nover
pwed the debt; there was no ordinance of
the city requiripg of the plaintiff a leense

tax. What we supposed to be an ordinance
“n\niring the sssessument of the tax never
bad sny existence because it contravenod
urticle 124 of the conatitution of 1864, and
article 118 of the constitution of“1868.

In support of his position the eounsel of
the defendant cites several deciafons of thia
court, 9 K. 825, 12 A, 84, 346, 42 In not
one of these cases was the question now
under cousideration presented, to wit:
Whether there is n natural obligation to pay
au uncoostitational tax !

The court has never bold that an unoon-
stitutional tax inposcs n nataral obligation
10 pay.

A nntural obligation is defined to bo one
that can not be enforeed by action, but it is
binding in couscience, apnd nccording to
natu m{junicn. Revised Code, 1757, f‘low
uny net of the corporation of New Orleans,
prohibited by the coustitution, enn oreats
an obligation binding “in couscience and
acoording to natural justice,” we can not

imagine,

In Isane J, Sims va. the parish of Jack-
son, = A, 440, a question was, whetber the
plaintiff could recover from the defendant

Distriet Court, and in the Seventh againat
the other throe.
In the Fifth the cane was tried before a
,{ury of merchants. Four of the companics,
t seems, contended that the amounts ad-
vanced by them, sulject to future adjust-
ment, exceodod the sums they were logally
bound to eontribute, and they set up recon-
ventional demanda for the

overplus, The
other three ifled | which

: Mre. B
nat dispu atohez will to this ex-
tent, the s uent will having asmed Ler
executrix, hadbolhaconrtbnndbr article
1670 Civil to have Mrs. lra%u -
trix, give bond in the sum of $10, re
bdngdu‘(ruz in possession, and the court so

0 5

Mrs. Burke theo took two rules, one upon
Génerss to compal him to surrender to her,
8 exeoutrix, the property in his hands, and
the other on Mrs. Resley, to set aside the
order requiring her to give bonds. These
rules were fixed for ymhm{. but were
continued till Monday, the third June next.

When the rules came up yesterday for
trial a third intervened, to wit, Mes.
Elliott, widow of the deceased, calling on
Mrs. Burke for seourity in the awount ul-
rendy fixed by the court, and requiring
also Mr, Generes to produce in court the
wo notes forming the subject of
the controveray. It should be mentioned,
also, that Mrs. Burke has filed asuit in
theso proosedings to break the will under
which Mrs. Risley eclaims a particular
legaey of over $80,000, and to set aside its
probate: and Mrs. Risley has also filed o
suit setting forth her elaim as a ular’
legatee, and asking that the specific peop-
ercy, say over $30,000 in mortgags notes, be
delivered to her. This last suit has been
brought both against Mrs. Burke and Mr.
Goneres. There are many attorneys engaged
in this controversy.

Third District Conrt.

Some time ago judgment was rendered
against ex-Recorder Becker, before a justice
ot the poace, on a olaim for a stum of money.
Becker being absent at the time, the court
sppointed & curator ad Lo to represent
him. Umder this judgment sn execution
was issued, and defendant’s property was
seized, but just about then the ex-recorder
roturned, and applied to the Third District
Court for nn injunction to stop the seizure,
and set u? that the jondgment rendered
azainst lim should be declared null for
want of citation, inssmuch @5 he lud an
azent here to represent his interests while
absent, and therefors tue appointinent of a
curator was uncallod forand illegsl. The
case is now under advisement.

seventh District Court.

In o certain cass in this tribuoal judg.
ment bad been rendered & month or two
ngo, nrevious to the of the law ex-
ew} ting farniture to the valoe of $600 from

ssizure.
The plaintiff issued bis exaoution and two
or three days after the exemption law was
romifigated, made the seizare of furuiture
gelonging to defendants valued at $100.
The defendant ruled the plaintiff to show
esuse why the ssgure should not be set
aside. After bearing argument the court
decided that troe it was the Legislature
could modify the ¥ to which parties
wight be eatitled in order to force their
contracts, but such modification would be

utional if in effect it impaired the

- H)

they admit they are d to fi to
. the sums they are legally bound
to contribute, and which defioit they aver®
they have always been rud‘v to png‘
Judgment was rendered in t Fifth
Court in favor of the plaintiffs, aguinat
those ldmiﬁdnlg they owed balances, and in
favor of the i Mutual I
Company on its reconventional demand. In
the Seventh Court, judgment was rendered
against the plaintitfs, and in faver of the
defendants, on their pective reconven-
tional demands, thie ﬂg:mn't. ltmténg the iudz
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ment of the pl gainet Duy
Co. as & nullity, and also on the ground that
thore waa not, nod under the facts there
could not be, in regard to the damage sus-
twined by the ship taking fire, so abandon-
ment & claim by Dupassenr & Co. fora
constructive total loss. From both judg.
meats plaintifs appealed, and on Toesday
last the Supremwe Court affirmed those judg-
menis, |
In pussing upon 8 cass involviog the pay-
mént of a bill of exchange, resisted by the
drawer on the ground that s bad no notice
of protest, the court saya:
o evidence in thif case shows that the
defendant, the drawer of s bill of exchange,
even if discharged by want of proper notice
of dishonor, repeatediy prowised to pay the
draft to plaintifts under circumstances
which maks it legally certain that he knew
of the alleged waot of a notice. There 14,
thervfore, no error in the judgment, which
was in favor of plaiagiff.
Sosthene Truxillo vs. Jeanette Truxille,
;rifo c;:“é\x;winu Uul(’cp:. n;t Anl.—Ap ay
rom sh court, parish of Assumption.
In Septembaor, 187 i meilloldied,
lenving a small suceession, consisting mainly
of o tract of land, and leaving three heirs,
viz.: Sosthene Truxillo and his two sisters,
Mrs. Dalferes and Mea. Barras,
Pending the application of Mrs. Dalferes
to be appointed administratrix, the plaintiff,
Sosthene Truxillo, sued bis two sisters for o
K:nm_(m of the suocession, and alleging that
is a mortgage creditor of suid i
for $748%; he prayed that the lnnd be sold
in block by an suotioneer for cash enough
to sutisfy his mortgage claim, and also
for cash for one-third of the balance re-
maining beyond the amount at the day of
sale of said mortgage olaim, and that a
notary ba apmainted to whom the parties
m‘? be referred for final partition, ete.
he court ordered all the m&mﬂ to be

sold in block for cash *for the double pur-
pose of paying the mortgege olamm held by
the plsintitf and for partition.”

From thh_]m:ﬁneut the detendant, Mrs.
Dalferes, appe
The proceeding is anomalous. The main
ohject of the plamtiff is doubtless to enforce
his mortgage claim against the wcc’eulon

of bis father, which is u and

contract itaelf or #o oparated as to deprive
either party of the intrinsic rights they pos-

d before; that the ption now con-
tended for would pot, therefore, affect or
diminiah the rights the plaintiff possessed
against the 'smmrty of hia debtor previous
to passage of the statuts —hat that atatute
could not have a retroactive effect.

United States Circult Court.

Margaret Caldwell va. Bank of New Or-
leans—This case was submitted.

Don Marcus Radich va. William G. Hale—
Verdict in favor of defendant. Importaut
cotton case,

United States va. Oscar Simmonil—This
canse was submitted.

United States va. Alfred Dupasseur ot
nls.—Time for snswering extended to the
first day of Outober next.

Meteorological nnd River Report.
The signal service, United States army,
reports, for the bensfit of commerce, the
meteorological record, and rise or fall of
the rivers, at 35:43 P. M., local tims, yester-
day, as follows:

g
-

Waoather,
Light rals.
Fair,

Cloudy,

Falr,

Cloudy.
Threateuing.
Threatening,

A

bt B T

Iudianola, ... >
Jackaourille, Fla.. 7
Rey Weat, ...
Learenwort
Loviler

“am

Fair,
Threatonlog.
e . Falr,
Thrvatening.
Cloudy.
nir,

Heavy raln,
Clearing.
Cloudy.

Fair,
Clondy.
Light main,
Light rain,
Threateuing.
Falr,
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which elaim will absorb the greater part of
the g iyl i

tion, nnd vet, under articles 990 and 992,
Code of f‘nlctlee, hl?' sfah tnhzu\': the
roperty sold to pay Lis large claim by cu-
I‘Lu.lnunfg the application with an action for
partition.
The property of » sucoession can not be
sold under the articles referred to until
some one has heen appointed to represent
ity and until the claim hos been allowea by
the administrator or other legal reprosenta
tive, or adjudicated upon by the court.
The amount of this claim being §7282, the
court was without jurisdiction.
The jurisdiction of the court depends
n the amount in disputs, regardiess
{Auu' , whether he

u
of the party holding the o
be an heir or not.

As Truxillo died in September, 1871, the
roperty of his succession must be sold in
ots of from ten to fifty scres enoh. It cau
not besold in block. Revised Statutes of
1570, seotion 3452, Civil, art. 132,
1t is therefors ordered that the judgment
appealed from be anuulled, snd that this
suit be dismissnd with costs of both courts.
In the case of John H. Frealand va. Hyl-
leated & Co., G. H. Vinten third zgpomml
judgmwent was given in_ favor of e_ﬂurcf
opponent, which was ulso the decree in the
court below.

Second District Court—S ccesslon of H.
Elllatt.

This is an important controversy, aud
one that excites much interest. Eiliott died
in this city on the twenty-ninth of March
last. On’ the twenty-nirith of November,
1871, bt gave to Mys, Mary E. Resley, a
lady of this city, a slip of paper, written in
peneil, hy 'hE“ he dovisod to her in oase of
doath over $80,000 in notes secured by fir t
mortgage ou real estate in this oity.  This
document was dated, writton and signed by
hiw. Some duys after lia decease this doo-
wment having been proven to be in the
hundwriting of deceased by his hrother-in
law, Mr. Hunter, Mr. Moors, L. ¥. Generes
and others, was admitied 1o’ probats by bis
Honor Jngn Duvigneand.  Shortly after,
there being no ons named by Lim as exscun.
tors, Mra. Resley applied for appointment
a8 dativo testamentary executiix,

Pending the publication of this applica-
tiom, )fn. Virginia C. Burke appeared in
apd setting forth the faot

the nmonnt of a cotton tax collected from
him during the years 1865 1866 und 1567,
on the ground that said tax was not equal
and uniform, and therefore it was violative
of article 14 pf the constitution of
1864, theu in force.

The oourt held Le could do sn, and gave
judgment against the parish of Jackson for
the smount unduly collected of Sime.
This is the only case to be found in our re-
ports where the precise quejuun now under

Was
While that decision stands, and we see
no duuon to overrule lt.‘:o party vhouhu
& municipal corporation an unconstitu-
pd:‘ul tax, may demand its restitution or
the restitution of the amwount b
Jud, t affirmed. Justice Howell disy

conrt i
that Elliott bad left s will of prior dute.
May 20, 186, in which he bad appointed
Ler execotrix and made her his univer-
sal legates, and l’"zi"l the court to sus-
od action until this will. could be pro
mted in Natchez, where Elliott had been
lm‘vlouely domiciled before ooming to New
Orleans to reside. No notion was taken on
this applioation, and the time arrived for
the confirmation of Mrs. Resley as dative
testamentary execotrix, an inventory hav-
ing "been taken in the interval, showing
pmmsll:lﬁ\" Orleans to the amounzt of

some 3 000 in the hands of
L. F. em.ﬁd & 015.800 in real
At this dats Mra, Barke uoed the

from , of aimi-

Merchants' Matual Insurance Company

mmuor.-m
tenor to that referved 10 in applics-

The rl.v.e..r here is five feet eight inches
below high water mark of 1871

Beecher on the Strikers.

Brooxkryy, N. Y., May 20.—Rev. Henry
Ward Beecher delivered an interesting ser-
mwon in Plymouth Church last ereuinﬁ.
referring at length to the strike of the work-
men now in progress, of which he olaimed
himsel! the ndvoeate. He said in this up-
rising of the laboring classea of New York

was iz z of the pr signs of
the timer. Capital has ruled too long and
too severcly. s no partisar-ef revolu-

tion, but 1 thank God for ary power to
overthrow the power of the w7on of capi-
tal, nnd my beart is with the:dan’ man who
has forever been trodden wuunder foot and
despined beesuse he was compelled to sarn
Lis daily bread by manual labor. I con-
sider the demands that have beén made
pertoctly just, and the movement has my
entire sympathy, and 1 heartily wish it
od speed. s 4

In the House of Kepresentatives last Sat-
urday, Mr. Blair, of Michigan, reported
feom the Committes of Cluims s bill (House
resolution No. 2791) for the rolief of Harlow
J. Phelps & Co., which was read s first and

nd tme.

The wvill authorizes Harlow J. Phelps &
Co., of New Orleans, to commence s suit
against the United States in the Court of
Claims for the recovery of #4194 48,
elsimed by Phelps & Co. to bave been il
legally collected from them on certain cot-
ton at New Orleans, on the fifteentl,
twentieth, twonty-firat and twenty-thind of
June, 1865; and the court is invested with
full power and -authority to hear and de-
terwine the validity of the claim, and the
amonnt, if any, that Phelps & Co, shall be
entitled to recover from the United States,

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and
rond a third time, and being engrossed, it
wus accordingly read the third time aoe
passed.

Mr. Blair, of Michigan, moved to recon-
sider the vote by which the bill was passed,
and also moved that the motion to recon-
sider be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to,

This paragraph is from the Meomphis p-
ieal:
_ It will bo remembered tuat E. O. Perrin,
in the widst of his peroration, prononnced
an eloquent eulogiam, st the Greenlaw
U_{-ern House, upon Sandford E. Church,
Cliief Justice of New York. Mr. Perrin
#aid that the great New Yorker would be
the proper Demoeratic candidate for the
Presidency, and now Judge Church saye
that Greeley will make a proper President,

The Sparta ZVues reports these marriages:
On the fourth of May, W. J. Gibbs, Esq.,
of Texux, to. Miss Nora Gray, daughter of

General Henry Gray, of this parish, st th
md‘nooo?gn bds.'. m?b, Eh;er p'f'

Oa the eighth of May, Mr. Jokn J. How-
ard mll-‘kannule.u the residence :!
tho bride's Gray, by

tion, aud after proper showing to the court,

nnole, General Heary
Rev. T. J. Fonts—all of this parial.

OFFICIAL.
| ———— '
Laws of the United States Passed at the
Second Session of the Forty-First
Congress.
[GessraL Natone—XNo. L]

An act relating to the limitation of steam
pressure on towing and freight boats on
tho Missisaippi river and its tributaries.
Bo it enuctad by the Senste and House of

Representatives of the United States of

America in Congroas assembled, That the

provisions of an aot entitled “An act to

provide fur the better security of life on
vessala propelled in whole or in part by
steam,” eto,, approved February twenty-
eighth, eigh Ired sod y-one
80 far as they relate to the limitation of
|:uln m-:in of u;amhuu Mﬁd :xcln-
sively for towing and carr t on
the liiuinippl river and mﬂ;ﬁmurru. are
hmbgo:o far modified as to substitute for
auch boats one hundred and fifty pounds of
steam pressure in place of one hundred and
ten pounds. as provided in said act for the
standard pressure apon stundard boilers
forty-two inches diaweter, and of plates of
one-quarter of an inch in thickness; and
such boats may, on the written permit of
the supervising inspecter of the riet in
which such boats shall earry on their busi-
ness, for u period of six months from and
after ‘tm)mme of this jpint resolution, be
permi to carry steaws above the stand-
ard pressure of one hundred and ten pounds,
but not & ding the standard o
one hundrod and fifty p 1s to
h%‘.'{eax ¢ tho Tl - 'of Representa
ar of the Honse ol presentatives.
SCHUYLER COLFAX.
Vice President of the Uaited States and
Prosidont of the Senate. °
Approved, Doceruber 20, 1871,
U. 8. GRANT.
[GuxEraL Natvre—No. 2]
An a0t to establish post-roads,

Be it enacted by the Sennte and House of
Representatives of the United States of
Awerica in Congress assembled, That the
following be established as post-roads:

ALABAMA.

From Gordon, via Sellers, to Campbell-
ton, in Florida.

From Crosa Plaing, via Collinsville, Gid-
llgyn.k'rhompwnvulo and Huff's Gap, to

roek”

8.
From Jasper to Elyton.

From l"nll::n to Be};‘:r.

From Chepultepoc to Springviile,

From Colutbis to Fort Gdn_u. in Geor-

gin.
ARKANSAS.
From Binkley to Jacksonport.
DAKOTAH.
From Bon Homme to Springfield.
FLORIDA.

From Deadman's Bay, vis 8(?1'3&“'-:-
rior, !!unﬂmn szimnxb. Perry Col ouse,
Lovett's Mills, 8t. Augustine Crossroads,
McCall's Academy, to Quitman, in Georgia,

From Mellouville, via Appoph aud .
land, to Orlando,

GEORGIA.
From Washiagton to Lincolnton.
INDIANA,

From Huntingburg, vis Bretzville and
St. Anthony to Sohnelleville.

From Bennett's Switeh to Waupecoung,

From Hillsborough to Jucksonville,

From Liberty to Fairhaven.

10WA.

From Fontanslie to Castom.

From Spencer, vhSihlei-ml Rock Rapidas
to Sioux Falls, in Dakotal

From Eldora to Waterloo,

From Lewars to Orange,

From Lemars to Beluit,

From Carroll to Winterset.

From Yatton to Columbus City.

From Stuart, via Arbor Hill, to Creston.

ILLINOIS.
From Colcheater to Fandon.
IDAHO,
From Rock Creek to Six lslanda.
KENTUCKY.

From Frankfort, via Peak’s Mills, to Ow-

enton.

¥

LOUISIANA.
From New Orleans to 8t. Bernard.
MICHIGAN.
From Luapear to North Branch.
From North Branch to Doyle's Miils.
From North Brasch, via Clifford,
Micligan, to Newberry.
From Lapeer to Hadley,
From Milford to Holly.
MAINE.
¥From Waldoboro, via North Waldoboro,
to Washington.
From Washiogton to Liberty Village
MISSOURL
From Wheeling to Lindley.
From Schell City to Stoekton.
From Appleton Clty to Rosco.
From Osaceola to Stockton.,
From Tuscumbia to Rocky Mount.
From O'Fallon, via Cottleville and Bgl-
hofi, to O'Fallon.
From St. Charles to Alton, in Hlinois.
From Altona to Lucas,
From Stato Line, via Jonesville and Bros-
loy, to Burdest,
From Hermitage to Nevada City.
From Barnumtown to Roney.
From Newark to Looust Hill.
MINNESOTA.
From Carver to Henderson.
MISSISSIPPL.
From Brookville to Pickensville,
MASSACHUSETTS.
From New Bedford to Rochester,
NEW YORK.
From Cayler, via New Hoston, to Tayler,
From Haskinville to Cohocton.
From Carthage to Copenhagen.
From Romulusville to Fayette.
From Hale’s Eddy, via New Baltimore
and Daaviile, in Peonsylvania, w Gulf

Summit,
NORTH CAROLINA.
From Burnsville to Pensacola.
From Ridgeway to Hillinrd's Store.
From Booue to Bowling Rock.
OHIO.
vin Goodwin, to Fair

Haven.
From Van Wert, via Wolfeate's Mills and
Rlakie's Store, to Deoatur.
From Massillon to Wilmot.
From Cantoa to Hartville,
OREGON.
From Pendleton to Dallea,
NEBRASKA.
_From Grand lsland, in Hall county, via
St. Paul and the vorth fork of the Loup
river, to Helena, Montans.
From Norfolk, in Madison county, to Fort
Larumie, in Wyoming.
Frow Red Cloud to Denver, in Colorado.
From Niobrura to Fort Laramie, in Wy-

oming.
TENNESSEE.

From Dover to Erin,

From Dover to Murray, in Keutucky.

From Johnson City to Marion, in North
Caroline.

From Dyersburg, via Roaller’s, Pearce's
aud Fisher's, to Trenton.

From Trenton, via Eaton and Friendship,
to Dyersbaryg,

From Kenton, via Mason's Hall, to Des-

veuport.
WEST VIRGINIA.
From Buckannon to Bealington.
From Valley Haad, vin Webaster C. H., to

Summervide,
VIRGINIA.

Fraw Gladeville to Grundy.

From Elk Creek 1o Carsonviile,

From Pattousville, via Cedar Point, to
Suevdasville.

From King George, via Shiloh, Payne's
Store, aud Lesdstown, to Foneswood.

From Heathsville to Burgess' Store.

WISCONSIN.

From Now London to Weyanwega.

From Pensaakes, via Broukside, to West
Pensaukee. d

Approved, January 16, 1572,

in

From Liberty,

[GexExaL NaruRe—No. 3]
Au act to establisk post-roads,

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houss ot
Representativea of the United States of
Ameriea in Con, assembled, That the
following be established as post-roads:

PENNSYLVANIA.

From Lebanon, via Fonhn.s, Colebrook,

of | nal, now

Works, to Jonestown,
Approved, Jauuary 16, 1572
[GExurAL Naroug—No. 4.]

An act to change the times for holding cir-
cuit and distriot oourts of the Usited
States tor the western district ot Virginia.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States of

Awerica in Congress sssembled, That, in-

stead of the times now fixed by law, the

cireuit snd district courts of the Ugited

States fur the westorn district of Vin

shall hereafter be hold as follows: At Dag-

ville, o% the Tua-d.av:fur the flcl)unh‘:‘on’.
day of Februnry snd Auguast; st Lyno

da the Tueadny ofter the third um.y'}?t

Mareh and September; at Harrisonhurg, on

the Tunaday after the second Monday of

April and October; and at Abingdon, on the

Tuesday after the fourth Mounday of May

and Ootober. And all recognisunoes, indict-

ments, or other proceedings, ¢ivil or erimi-

nding in cither of aaid courts,

shall be dutered nnd have day in court, and

be beard and tried according to the times

of holding aaid ovurt as herein provided.
Approved, Febraary 1, 1872,

-[GexErAL NaTune—No, 5.]

An act for the apportionment of Repre-
sentatives to Congress among the sev-
eral States according to the ninth census.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Housa of
Representatives of the United States of
Awerioa in Confreu assembled, That from
and after the third day of March, eighteen
hundred and soventy-thres, the Housa of
Representatives shall be composed of two
hundred and eighiy thres members, to be
apportioned among the several States in so-
cordance with the provisions of this aet; that
istosay: To the State of Maine, five; to
the State of New Hampshire, two; to the
State of Vermont, two; to the State of Mas-
sachusetts, eleven; to the State of Rhode
Island, two: to the State of Connectieut.
four; to the Stats of New York, thirty-two;
to the Stats of New Jersey, soven; fo the
State of Pennsylvania, twenty-six; to the
State of Delaware, one: to the State of Ma-
ryland, six; to the State of Yirginia, nine;
to the State of North Caroline, eight; to
the State of South Carolina, five; to the
State of Georgia, nine; to the State of Ala-
bama, soven; to the State of i
sippl, six. to the Stata of Louisiana,
five; to the. Stats of Ohio, twenty; to
the State of Kentucky, ten; to the State of
Teunessee, nine; to the State of Indiana,
twelve; to the State of Illinois, nineteen;
to the Stats of Missouri, thirteen; to the
State of Arkansas, four; to the Siate of
Michigan, niue; to the State of Florida, one;
to the State of Texas, six;to the State of
Towa, nine; to the State of Wisoonain,
eight; to the State of Califurnia, four; to
the State of Minnesota, three; to the State
of Oregon, one; to the State of Kansas,
three; to the State of West Virginia, three;
to the State of Nevada, one; to the State of
Nebrasks, one; Provided, That if, after
such apportionment shall have been made,
any new State shall be adwmitted into the
Union, the Representative or Representa-
tives of such new State shall be additional
to the number of two bundred and eighty-
three horein limited.

Sec 2. That in each State entitled under
this law to more than one  Represen-
tative, the number to which suid
States may be eatitled in ghe Forty-

g g s aiga () 77 7

;::yenbomdhﬂbo passage of this
" Approved, February 9, 1572.

{GExERAL NaToRE—No0. 8]
An sct to establish certain post-routes in
tho State of lowa.

Be it énacted by the Senate and House
of xerr“mcnutlvu of the' United States of
Ame in Congress assewbled, That the
(,n.,.‘., be, the same are hereby, es.
;"" as poat-routes in the Stute of
oOwWa:

From Franklin, in Wionesheik county,
State of lowa, to Washington Prairie, in the
aame county ; , .

From Wsukon, in Allsmakes county,
State of Tows, via Rud's, Dorchester, Wil-
wington, to Caledonia, in the State of Mia-

nesota.
Approved, February 2, 1872,

|GexEraL Nature—No. 9]

An act to exempt the iron steam ice-
bouta eonstructed by the city of Phila-
delphia from the inspection required by

the act of Pebruary twenty-elght, eigh-
teen hundred and seventy-ous, entitled

“An act to provide for the T BeCurity

of life on board of vessels propelled in

whole or in part by steam, and for other
purposes.

Be it ennoted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
iron steam ice-boats, cunstructed by the
city of Philadelphia for the purpose of
keoping open the navigation of the rivers
Dolaware and Schuylkill during the winter
months, be and they are hereby exempt
from the inspeotion ut}ulmd by l{s act np-

ved twenty-cighth of Febrnary. eighteen
undred and seventy-one, entitled “An act
to provide fur the better security of life on
board of vessels propelled in whole orin
part by steam, and tor other purposes;”
provided, that this sct will expire ut the
end of six months from and alter its

phasage.
Approved, February 6, 1872,

[GexeRan Natuee—No. 1L]

An not for the relief of Alexander Smith
and Haloyon Skinner.

Be it enncted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
Ameries in Congress asscmbled, That the
Commissioner of Patents be, and he is
bereby, directad to grant a rebearing of the
application of Alexander Smith and Hal-
cyon Skinner, for the extension of letters-
patent granted to them on the fourth day
of November, ¢ighteen hundred and fifty-
six, for improvement in power looms; and
ho is hereby nuthorized to to revive and ex-
tend the eaid letters-patent for the further
term of seven years from and after the
fourth day of November, eightoen hundred
and seventy, notwithstanding the original
term for which letters-patent was granted
has expired, and the ssid patentees had
patented the said invention in fo coun-
tries, and such foreign patents had ex-
pired before the lnun?dsy of November,
eighteen hundred and seventy, if in his
judgment the said patentees wers the
original and first inventors of the invention

"

most westarn point of

the

tlement, ocou, , or sale under
of MUdMMdM and set
aoart ua public park or pleasuring-grouud
for the ' &N peopla
and ull & locate or settls
o ‘or ‘occupy Bame, or ‘part
u?:r'aof. except as hereinafter provided,
Lall be considerod trespassers, and re-

Ll
moved rom,

Sec. 8%: eaid pablic urrk shal! be ug.
der the exclusive control of the Seerctary of
ths Interior. whose duty it shall be, as soon
as practicable, to make and publish such
rules and regulations aa e may decw noces-
anry or proper for the care and managemens
of the same. Such shall provide
for the preservation, from injory or spolia-
tion, of all timber, mineral deposits, naturs |
curiosities, or wonders withjn said park, and
their rotention in their natural condition.
The y may, in his diseretion, grant
loases for g purposes for terms
not exceeding ten years, of small par-
cels of ground, at such places in said
the erection of

modation of
of said leases,
may be dérived
from any sourca connectad with said park,
to be expended under his direction im the
ent of the same, and the construe-

tion of rosds and bridle. therein. Ha
shall provide against wanton destruc.
tion of the fish snd found within said
park, and against capture or destruc

tion for the purposes of merchandlss or
prul!l.. He ‘ht.!laln also canse nllhpomu tres-
passing upon the same after the passage or
thin lc% topobo removed therefrom, and gen.
efally shall be authorized to take all such
measures as shall be necessary or proper to
fully carry out the ohjects and purposes of
this act.
Approved March 1, 1872,

[GENERAL hu—rm—l\'o, 18]

Au act to authorize the construction of a
bridge across the Missouri river at or near
St. Joseph, Missouri.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hoase of
Representatives of the United States ot
America in Congress assembled, That it
:'ih‘illldxb' hérful for “The 8t. Joseph Bridgs

uilding Company,” & corporation organ-
ized for that parpose -.3'} the gan?rln‘l
corporation lswa of the State of Mis-
souri, to construct s bridge across the
lus;-m;‘lhzvor l.:"lor ln:" Saint Jo-
seph, to on and over
..i’a bridge “r‘:lhay tneh’tor th
perfect ooanection of suy aud all railwayas
that are now, or which may hereafter be,
construoted to the Missouri river at or near
Saint Joseph, or to the river on the opposite
side of the same, near Saint Josepl; and
s Ts

wiays for wi v ea o
kindﬁ.' '::.d’('or t?o t;uuitof aniwals, :nd
to pro ways for foot passen aud to
keop up, maintain, and operate n:i bridge
{orl? nrru aforesald; and that when
said ge is constructed, all trains of all

describod in the said letters-p and
the invention is useful, and the patcutees
have failed, withont neglect or fault on
their part, to obtuin from the use and sale
of the said invention a ressonsble remuner-
stion for the time, ingenuity, labor, and
expense bestowed upon the same and the
introduction t! into use. And the
suid letter<-patent, when 8o revived and
extonded, shall have the same effect in law

thind, an each subsequent , Congress,
shall be elected by districts d of
contiguous territory, and containing
as pearly aa practicable nn equal num-
ber of inhabitants, and equsl in
gumber to the number of Representa-
tives to which said States may ba entitled
in Congress, no one distriet electing more
than one Represcntative; Provided, That in
the election of Representatives to the
Forty-third Congress in anvy State whick by
this law is given an incrensed pumber of
lepresentatives, the additionsl Representa-
tive or Representatives allowed to suoh State
may be elected by the State at large, and the
other Representatives to which the State is
entitled by the distriots as now presoribed
by law in said State, vuless the legisinture
of said State sball otherwiso provide before
the time fixed by law for the election of
Representatives therein.

Sec. 3. That the Tueaday next after the
firat Monday in November, m the vesr
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, ls here-
by tixed and eatablished as the day, in each
of the States and Teorritories of the United
States, for the election of Representatives
and Delogates to the Forty-tifth Congress ;
and the Tuesday next after thée first Mon-
day in November, in every second year
thereafter. is hereby fixed and established as
the day for the election, in eaech of said
States and Territories, of representatives

in

s if it had been originally granted tor the
term of twenty-one years; provided, that
all persons who at the tims of the passage
of act had ponstructed, or caused to te
constructed, or used loomscn the plan of
the said invention, shall be at liberty, dur-
ing snch extended term, to use and vend to
others to use eaid looms so constructed or

nsed.
Approved February 20, 1572,

[GexeRAL Narturr—No. 13/)

An act making appropriations for the pay-
meontof invalid and other pensions ot the
United States for the year ending June
tglrty. cighteen lundred and eeventy-
three.

Be it enacted by the Senate und Houses of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
following sums be, and the same are here-
by appropriated, out of any money in the
trepsury not othecwise sppropriuted, for
the paywent of penajons tor the year end-
ing the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred
and seventy-three, vis:

For army pensions to invalids, widows,
and dependent relatives, revolutionary pen-
sions, and peusions to soldiers of the war
of cighteen bhundred snd twelve, and for
furnishing artificial limbs or apparatus for

and delegates to the Congress
on the fourth of Mareh next thereafter,
Sec. 4. That if. upon trial, there shall be
a failure to elect a Reprosentative or Dele-
zate in Congress in any State, District or
Territory, upon the day hereby fixed and
establisbed for such election, or if, after
any such election, a vacuney rhall ocear in
any such State, District or Territory, from
death, resigustion or otherwise, su election
shall be held to fill any vacancy caused by
such failure, resignation, death or other-
wise, at such time as s or msy be provided
by law for filling vacancies in the State or
Territory in which the same may occur,
SEC. 5. That no State shall be hereafter
admitted to the Union® without having the
necessary population to entitle it to at
least one Kepresentative according to the
ratio of representation fixed by this bill,
Sec. 6. That shonld any State, after the
passage of this act, deny or abridge the
right of any of the male inhabitants of such
State, beiog twenty-one years of nge, und
citizens of the Unitad States, to vote at any
election i in the d ta to the
constitution, article fourtesn, section two,
except for participation in the rebellion or
other crime, the numbeér of Representativos
apportioned in this aet to such State shall
be reduced in the proportion which the
number of such male ctizons shall have to
the whole number of wale citizens twenty-
ono years of age in such State.
Approved, February 2, 1572,

[GexsraL Narvre—No. 6]

An aet to authorize the pavment of du.
plicate checks of disbursing officera.

Be it enacted by the Senate nnd House of
Representatives of the Ubpited States of
America in Congress wssembled, That in
place of originnl checks, when lost, stolen
or destroyed, disbursing officers and agents
of the United States are hereby authorized,
after the expiration of six mouths from the
date of auch checks, and within three years
from such date, to issue duplicate checks,
and the Trensurer, assistunt trensurers, and
designated depositaries of the United States
are directed to pay such checks, drawa io
pursuance of law by such officers or agents,
upon notice and proof of the loss of the
original eheck or chooks, under such regula-
tion in regard to their issue and payment,
anid upon the execution of such bonda, with
sureties, to indewnity the United States, ns
the Secretary of the Treasury shall pre-
seribe: Provided, that this act shall not ap-
ply to any check exceeding in amount the
sum of one thousand dollars.

SeC. 2. That in case the disbursing officar
or agent by whom such lost, destroyed, or
atolen original check was issued, be dead,
or no longer in the servies of the United
States, it sball be the dury of the proper
accounting officer, under such reguintions
a3 the Secretary of the Treasury shall pre-
scribe, to state an necount in favor of the
owner of such orfiginal check for the awount
thereof, end to charge such amount to the
account of such vfileer or agent,

Approved. February 2, 1872

[Gexunar Natvre—No. 7.]

An act to admit certain machinery im-
ported from foreign ecountries free of
daoty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United Stutes of
Awerien in Congress sssembled, That the
Caleasien Sulphar sud Mining Com of
New Orleans be and is hereby permitted to
import, free of duty, under such rules and
regulations as the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall preseribe, oertain machinery aud
accompanying I.:H)lemcnp for the purpose
of and to be u only in making u series

riments in mining for sulphur in the
State of Louisi-

of
P of Caleasieu, in the
ana,

-five thousand dollars, and mlﬂ ma-

chi and implements be imported within

resection, with transportation or LTS

s terminating at said river, and on
the o] te side thereof, at or near Saing
J Mi-souri, shall be allowed to cross
suld bridge for reasonable compensation, to
Le made to the owners of the same, under
the limitations and conditions h
o owaers of sasid bridge may
also charge and receive reasonable compen-
;:;:Ion or'tounm for the m::t‘:evet the l‘lid
e o WAZODA, © 8, vebhicles,
animals, and foot passengers.

Sgc. 2. That any bridge built under the
provisions of this act may, at the option of
person, or T8, OF corporation building
the same, be built as a drawbriige, with a

vot or other form of deaw, or with unbro-

en or eondnuon;:s:m; provided, that i
the same shall be of unbroken continu-
ous spana it shall not be of less elevation in
any eass than fifty feet above extreme high
water mark, as understood at the point of
location, to the bottom chord of the bridge,
oor shull the #puns of sald bridge be less
than three hundred and fifty feet in length,
and the piers of said bridge shall be parallel
with the current of the river, and the main
llmn shall be over the main chanual of the
river und not less than three hundred fest
mn_ length; and provided slso, that if a
bridge shall be built under this sctas s
drawbridge the same shall be constructed
a8 a pivot drawbridge, with a draw gver
the main channel of the river at an nccessi-
bla aund navigable poiat, and with spans of
not less than one bundred and sixty foot
in length in the clear on ench™ side
of the central or pivot pier of the draw, and
the next n&c:(:inz spans to the draw shall
not be less two hundred and fifty feet;

and said spans shall not be less than thirty
bl’eet above low-water mark, and not less
than ten feet above extrems bigh-water
mark, ring to the bottom cliord of the

tion therefor; also, for compensation to pen-
sion agents, and the expenses of the several
agenocies, and for foes for preparing vouchers
and adwinistering oatbs, aa provided for
by the aets of Apnl twenty-fourth, eighteen
hundred and sixteen: July fourth, eighteen
hundred and thirtysix; May thirteenth,
eightsen hundred and forty-six; Febrnary
twentieth, eightean hondred and forty.
seven; February second, eighteen lLua-
dred and forty-sight; J‘ﬁy twenty-
first, eighteen hundred and forty-eight,
Juldy twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred
AD forty-ei‘fm; Februnry third,” eighteen
hundred and fifty-three; June third, eight-
een hundred and fifty-eight; July (gur-
toenth and seventeenth, eighteen hundred
and aixty-two; June thirtieth, eighteen hon-
dred and sixry-four; June sixthand July
twenty-fifth, cighteon hundred and sixty-
six; July twenty-soventh, cighteen hundred
and sixty-eight; June seventeenth und July
eighth and eleventh, cighteen hundred and
seventy; and February fourteenth, eighteen
bundred and seventy-one; and all other
pensions, provided by law, thirty million
dollars,

For navy pensions to invalids, widows,
aud dependent relatives, and pensiona to
suilors of the war of eighteen hundred and
twelve, and for farnishing artificial limbs
or aparatus for resaction, with transporta-
tion or commutation therefor, compensation
to pension agents, expenses of agencies, and
feea for preparing vonchers and administer-
ing oaths as provided by the. nots of April
twenty-third, eighteen hundred; Feb
twentieth, eightéen hundred aud forty-
seven; August eleventh, eighteen hundred
and forty-eight; July fourteenth and seven-
teenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two;
June thirtieth, eiﬁh:wn hundred and ‘sixty-
four; June sixth and July twenty-fifth,
eighteen hundred and sixty-six; arch
second, eighteen hundred and sixty.seven;
July twonty-sevinth, eighteen hundred snd
sixty-cight; June seventeenth, and July
eighth and eleventh, eighteen hundred and
seventy, and all other pensions provided by
law, four hundred and eighty thousand
dollars; provided, that the appropriation
aforesaid for navy pensions, and the other
expenditares under that head, shull be paid
from the incowme of the navy pension fund,
#0 far as the same muy'gc sufficient for
that purpose,

Approved Febraary 20, 1972,

[GexERAL Natune—No. 14.]

Aa act to amend an act entitled “An act to
provide a national currency secured by
ple of United States bonds, and to
provide for the eiroulation and redemp-
tion  thereof," approved June third,
oighteen hundred and sixty-four.

Be it ennoted by the Senato und House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That sec-
tion thirty-one of said act be amended by
striking out the word “Lesvenworth” when
It ocears in said seotion.

Approved March 1, 152

[GENERAL Narére—No. 19]

An act to set apart n certain traot of land
Iying near the head-waters of the Yellow-
stone river aa a public park.

Be it enacted by the Scoate and Honse of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
tract of laud iu the Territories of Montana
and Wyoming, Iying near the head-waters
of the Yellowstone river, and deseribed as
follows, to wit: Comwmencing at the junction
of s river with Yellowstone
river, and rouning east to the meridian

ten miles to the eastward of the
most castorn point of the Yellowstone lake,

thence south along said meridian to
the of latitude ten miles
of the wmost m'm: t

ong

of Yellowstone lake; thence west
eaid parallel to the meridian passing fiftecn

k
bridge, and the piers of said bridge shall be
parallel with the curtent of the river, and
provided also, that said draw shall be
opened promptiy, upon reasonable signal,
for the passage of boats whose construction
shall not be such as to admit of their pas-
sage under the permanenut spans of said
bridge, except when trains are passing over
‘tlhrlz same, bni; in noicusehuhnl:! ‘xlx:u-\cmr_\-
elay ocour in opening the syid draw durin,

or after the Eé:nns of :r‘unim: And rg
vided further, That the corporation building
said bridge may, if not unsuthorized by the
provisious of its eharter of incorpation, entor
upon the banks of said river, either above
or below the point of the location of said
bridge, for a distance of soven miles, and
ercet and maintain breakwaters or nse such
other means ns may be necossary to muke
a chnenel for said river, and confine the
tow of the water to a pertnanent channel,
aud to do whatever may be necessary to se-
complish said objeot, but shall not impeds
or obstruct the navigation of the said river;
and all plans tor soch works or erec-
tions upou the banks of the river shall lrst
be submitted to the Secretary of War for
his approval, .

SEC, 3. That any bridge built under this
set, and according to its limitations, shall
be n lawful stracture, and shall be recog-
vized and’ known s & post-route, upon
which, also, no higher charge shiull be made
for the transmission over the same of the
wails, the troops, and the munitions of war
of the United States than the rate per mile
paid for their trunsportation over the rail-
roads or public highways leading to the
said bridge.

Sk, 4. That in case of any litigation
arising from any obstruction, or alleged ob-
struction, to the free navigation of the Mis-
souri tiver, at or near the crossing of said
waid bridge, sud caused or alleged to Lo
caused thereby, the cavse ahall be dom
menced and tried in the district vourts of
vither judicial districts of Missouri or Kan-
#as in which the said bridge, or any portion
of kuoh obstruction touches; and the rizht
to alter or awend this act 50 as to prevent
or remove all material obstractions to the
navigation of said river by the construction
of sald bridge is hereby exprossly reservod
and all such alterations, when required by
law, shall be made at the expense of said
bridge company; and the plan on which
such bridge 1a intended to be built; and aball
be built, shall be first submitted to nnd an.
proved by the Seorctary of War, *
Spc. 5, That the Safut Joseph Bridge
Building Company, after the passage of
thin met, aball not huave the right 10 nesioy
the charter which said company now holils
by nssignment from the SaintJoseph and
Denver Cl:‘)" Railroad Company, and whioh
was granted to suid last named company by
virtue of an act of Congress, approved July
fourteenth, cighteen hundred and seventy,
to nug other company, person, or persons:
zor shall said bridge building company e
permitted, onder the said charter s6 ob.
tamed ua aforesaid from the Saint Joseph
and Deuver (‘il\'.'I Railroad Company, 10
construct any other bridge than the one
now being construoted at Saint Joseph, Mis.
souri.

Approved March 5, 1572,

[GEsERAL NaTrRE—No, 17.]

Au act to, constitute Shreveport, in thp
State of Louisiann, a port of delivery.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Hous
Representatives of the Uunited Suz::oz:'
Awerioa in Con asaembled, That
Shreveport, in the State of Loulaiana, shall
be, and is bereby, constituted a port of de-
livery, within the collection distriet of New
Orleans; and there shall be appointed o
mﬂy collector of customs, to reside at
port, who shall recoive a salary, to be
dotermined by the Secrstary of thy Treay-
ury, .:-;t ';:ceedlng fifteen hundred dollars

por
Approved March 1, 1872,




